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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July t. 


Lorp Hopart 





r ARMY OF REsERVE.] 
L m 
he read a first time, which was done accord- 
iigly; atter which his lordship made a mo- 
tion for reading it a second time the next 
day. 

lord Moira suggested, that it would 
aid much to the convenience of the House, 
it it were understood generally, that the de- 
bate upon the principle of the bill was not 
to take place the next day, burt that the prin. 
ciple was to be discussed on the report, and 
that the noble Lords in the Committee wou!d 
merely move such amendments, as the detail 
of the bill and its various ramifications might 
Suggest tothem as necessary, without touch- 
ing at all upon the principle of the bill. 
_ Lord Mulgrave thought, that in pass- 
ing a vill of so much importance, not a 
moment was to be wasted unnecessarily ; 
and theretore, perhaps, it would be better to 
take the debate on the principle the next 
cay, and by that means avoid the having the 
Couble debate, that in the Committee, and 
(on the report, in one and the same day. 
(he latter course were more convenient, 
would be necessary for some noble Lord 
‘to move, what had been often moved in cases 
‘emergency, that the standing order, for- 

‘ding that the noble Lord on the wocl- 
‘ack, forthe time being, should put more 
tn ‘N One Question on any stage of a bill in 
ve Cay, should be suspended. He wished 
© hear from the authority of th€§poble and 
carned Lord on the woolsack, #hat would 
be the most advisable mode of proceeding. 

Lord Hobart rose to explain that it 
Was the wish of his Majesty’s ministers to 
read the bill a second time the next day, to 
g° into the Committee upon it on Monday, 
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ved, that the Army of Reserve Bill 
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report it the same day, and read it a third 
time on Tuesday. 

The Lord Chancellor \eft the wool- 
sack to remind their Lordships, that they 
ought not to make themselves quite sure, 
that they should be able to read the bill a 
third time on Tuesday. It, as had been 
done in a late instance, noble Lords should 
choose to stay away from the Committee, 
and atterwards, on the report, come down, 
and debate the amendments, which might 
have undergone a most elaborate and minute 
discussion, give the House the trouble to 
debate them over again, one by one, no man 
knew when the bill might reach a third read- 
ing. There were two obvious Courses to 
pursue, in the present instaice—the siand- 
ing order, that no bills should pass two 
stages on one day, Was imprrative upon 
him, or the person, whocver he might be, 
who sat on the woo!sack, He could not 
disobey it without an »bsolute dereliction of 
his au y- To remove this diffic ity, any 
noble Lord might move the suspension of 
the standing erder, but there must be two 
days’ notice given, before the suspension 
could be moved. The oher course of pro- 
ceeding was what would be most disgraceful 
to the House, viz. to order him to put @ 
question, on a second stage of the bill, in 
defiance of their own standing order, the 
same being suffered to remain on the page of 
their order-book. 

Lord Moira said, what he had suggest- 
ed arose fruin a sense of genera! Convenience 
to the House. As Saturday was not a day 
on which the House generally sat, many no- 
ble Lords might not be present, and, if the 
debate on the principle took olace the nexe 
day, might afterwards think they were 
slighted, or complain of being taken by sure 

rize. 

Lord Mulgrave, after « little explana- 
tion, gave notice, that he should on Mon- 
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day move, that the two standing orders, 
which refer to the progress of biils through 


the House, be suspended. 








————————_—_—_—_ 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, July 1..——[ MINUTE s.] 


Mr. Fonblanque presented a_ petition, 
on the part of Sir Thomas Turton, against 
the return of George Tierney, bsq tor the 
borough of Southwark. Ordered to be taken 
Into consideration on the 2ath of August.— 
Anew writ ordered for Tiverton, ii Devon- 
shire, in the room of the right hon. Dudley 
R\ der, now Lord Harrowby. The re- 
port of the Bell Rock lighi-hor $e, 
and ordered to be printed.———In a Commir- 
tec of the House on the Acts of the Irish 
Parhament of the 37th, 40th, 42d, and 42d, 
of Geo. IIL. relative to fhe Disiilleries, Mr. 
Corry stated, that these were acts merely for 
the collection of the revenue, and imposed 
no duty; butthev would expire on the 27th 
of Sept. next. The Committee resolved, 
that the said acts should be continued and 
amended. ——TIrish Small Note Bill read a 
seconu time. Exeter Road Bill passed. 


[CLERGY RESIDENCE nity. ]—The order 
of the day being moved for the further con- 
sideration of the clet gy residence bill, 

Sir Wiliam Scott stated, that, in con- 
sequence of the late bill having been lost, a 
nuinber of penal actions had been brought 
upon the statute of Henry VIII. for non- 
residence; it was therefore of the utmost 
importance that the present bill should be 
forwarded with as much expedition as pos- 
sible. ——TThe bill was re-committed. The 
report was received, an the bill ordered to 
be read a third time next day, 


[WooLLeNn CLoTHIERs’ BILL. J——Mr. 
Dickinson moved, that the wollen clo- 
thiers’ bill should be now read a third 
time 

Mr. Brookes 
** three months’ 
the word * now.” 

Mr. Hurst expressed himself friendly to 
the present bill, It was founded on the free 
spirit of trade and commerce, that the old 
statutes from Richard Il. to George II. 
should be repealed. Fhey had been enacted 
on the then existing state of the trade, and 
were totally unnecessary at present. He 
observed, that one year’s apprenticeship was 
sulficient for a lad who was capable of learn- 
mg¢ his basiness. ‘There were suilicient 
bands already to work the machinery, aod 


moved, 
b J 


that the words, 
should be substituted tor 


; 


| 
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the numbers ought not to be increased yh). 
soldiers were wanied for the army. ard « 
lors for the navy. Surely if these co» 
spared for any purpose of industry. 
emploved in agriculture were most | 
quest. He thought the statute-books 
been well cleared of the rubbish with wh 
they had heen filled upon this subject ; th, 
were of no service, but to give practice to 
attornies, Who were but too rea'v to take 
advantage of them. He was decidedly j; 
favour of the bill. , 

Mr. Peter Moore said, he opposed th 
bill tor the same reasens the hon. gent. sup- 
ported it. It seemed to be considered, that 
there were only two parties concefned } 
the measure, but he conceived there was 
third, whose interests were material. He 
referred to that period of the :6th cent 
at which the woollen trade had been i: 
duced into this country, and contended that 
it had been owing to the system of appren- 
ticeship we owed its prosperity. He s 
ported his opinion by reference to the sen- 
timents of Dr. Adam Smith. It was, he 
said, a productive system, that yiclded 
24,000,000], to the country. He objected 
to the repeal of the old laws, unless better 
ones were substituted for them. He thought 
it was a subject of great importance to the 
state. 

Mr. Brockes said, he hoped the soldiers 
and sailors thar were wanted, would be p 
vided by more constitutional means tha 
takin: them from our manufactures. 

Mr. Isaac Hawkins Brown proposed that 
this should be merely a bill of experiment, 
and that it should be limited to two years, 
if this was agreed to, he should give his vot 
for the measure. 

Mr. Wilberforce also wished for some 
compromise; he had not brought his mind 
tua conclusion, but he was rather incinee 
to its betng a hill of experiment. 

Admiral Berkeley entreated the House 
to pass the bill, observing, that if it was 1% 
passed, they might be persuaded, from wos! 
had been said relative to the clergy bi!l, bo" 
merciful the attornies would be; (re 
would no doubt be an hundred actions 
With regard to regulations, the workmen 
should find him as zealous in suppor tins 
those for their benefit, as for their mas’ ™ 
He did not find that any regulations Wo 
cver were introduced, consequently he ¥# 
for the bill going on. pn 

Dr. Lawrence contended, that Gare 
was necessary upon the evidence of the j 3 
titioners themselves. He argued, that a 
commercial country, the use of nd. 
was necessary. Their own evidence pre 
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‘the use of machinery rendered the ma- 

| crures « hea; er. It was by thea fopt n 

of such machines the woollen manutacture 
et this country had arrived at its present 
Ir w as necess.fy the state ot en- 
d irritation which pervaded this 


Pbhranch of our manufactures should be put an 


by the legislature pulting an end to 
ws, which referred to a period when 
was initsinfancy. He referred to a pain- 
rand a lelier, which had been transmit 

to him by the petinoners, the contents ef 
which he conceivea d srespeclftul towards 
House, and generally supported the bill. 
‘ir. Sheridan said, he did not rise to 
enter into the merits of the question, such 


aguments had been used on both sides. 
Sunething had fallen from the learned gent. 
wiih was rather injurious to the petitioners, 
He had stated, that his intention had been 


fst called to the subject by a pamphlet and 
aleter. Now the petitioners had also sent 
hin the same pamphlet; ir was a common 
practice for persons concerned tn bills before 
tic Houre to do so, and was pertectly right. 
The letter contained nothing more than a 
complaint that the House was going to pass 
the bill Without know4s wv precisely the ques- 
t The evidence taken betore the Com- 
id been ordered to be printed, and 
man in the House had seen a page 
', tie bill was proposed to pass. These 
peuuoners had a right to state their disap- 
prooation of a proceeding they considered 
te. The learned gentleman bad 
» tat all he knew of the subject was 
om the evidence, consequently it be had 
~ 54d a Opportunity of seeing the evi- 
tore the bill passed, the {touse would 
ost the benefit of his speech. 


— . 
; 


“i. Dragge said, there was no occasion 
' 40 argumeats to those which had not 
vered; nor was it necessary to en- 
cetails of that winch lay in a nar- 


Va 


s 


i¢ to 


/ ompass. This bill did no more than 

| the stature of Henry Vi. relating to 
; ‘ °, WOlch Was supposed no longer to 

~ ie tacant the gig-mill, to which that 
: Creterred. It had been proved betore 
a JUFY at salisbury, and a very abie judge, 
. aty Pig-inill meaner by that statule was 


cing . es # Person had been indicted tor 
;, >“ &ig-mill, and had been acquitted. 
* Sarace did not relate to machines in ge- 
Che £1g-machine was scarcely used 

nd brie erm very littie in Yorkshire, 
cipally in Wiltshire and Somerset- 

tdo ve of opinion the House could 
7 ‘than pass the act in 1S present 
eet tal nt preveut discussing the 
ensuing Parhament. Enough 
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had been said to sanction the present mea- 
sure, and the House was not pledging uselt 
to then king J perennial, 

Mr. Sheridan asked, whether, when the 
bill passed, 1 was intended to preclude the 
adoption of a resolution for reviving the 
subject next esslon. 

M:. Bragyge s: 
meas Himyiseil. 
tf aco ndition, but he was not 
i be any objection t 


her WOoUTC 
‘ssion, if any hon. gent, gave 


he should be sorry to 
He did nor wish to make 
aware that 
her reviving the 
subrect next sc 
notice of a motion to that effeet. 

The Chancellor of the Exebequer sub- 
all the sentiments ot his right 
: could not conrent to 
what had been sugested by an hon. gent. 
(Mr. Sheridan.) ihe Llouse neve: passed 


a resolution atter a bill so definitive Its 


scribed to 


hon. triend, but he 


discretion cught not to be fetrered, nor 
would it commit itself with a declarauon 
upon the subject. Ir was of importance to 
guard against the aisquict and iWritation, 
which, in manutacturt towns, would be 
produced rather than allayed, by suffering 
the question to continue unsettled, . tie al- 
together objected to such a resolution. — Ie 
was of the utmost importance the workmen 
should be convinced, that it was not by tur- 
bulence, disturbance, or cabal, this louse 
would be influenced. The House would 
ever be actuated by a disposition to redress 
their grievances, but they ought to under: 
stand, that such a disposition would not be 
quickened by any conduct which is Incon- 
sistent with their duty to their masters. He 
gave his consent to tne bill, but he did not 
consider himself committed to any definitive 
arrangement. 

Mr. Wilberforce justified the conduct of 
the workmen ot the country of York. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
his observations did not apply to York- 
shire, bur to the Western counties.— 
Atter a tew observations from Mr. Las- 
celles, the bill was read a third time and 


passe d. 


[ComMMIYTeER OF sUppry.|———The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 1 would 
be recoileceed, that in stating the ways 
and means, he had given notice of his in- 
tention to move for 5,000,000], of kxche- 
quer bills, to replace those which were raised 
jast year, and charged on the supplies ot the 
present year. tic moved that the sum ot 
5,0 10,0001, should be eranted to bis Ma- 
jesty, to enable him to discharge the Exche- 
quer bills made out by v rtue of an act last 
session, for the service of che year. He 
also moved a gram of 16,0001, tor repainiug 
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the forts on the coast of Africa. Also, 
12,0001. for sums -granted in consequence 
of addresses. —— Also, 171,431]. 118. 1d. 
for sums in the disposition paper The 
report was ordered to be read the next day, 
and the Committee ordered to sit again on 
Monday. 








[ScorcH ARMY OF RESERVE.]——The 
Secretary at War moved the third read- 
ing of this bill. 

M-:. Charles Grant wished to know upon 
wha’ scale the Secretary had calculated the 
proportions for the counries of Scotlard. 

The Srcretary at War replied, that at 
first the proportion was calculated at 34 
for 1000 of the population of the country s 
but after consulting with very able men who 
had assisted in forming the tables of popu- 
lation, the old calculations were found to be 
very imperfect, and the conclusion was, that 
84 to 2,000 should be the average: but on 
account of the incorrect returns in some 
counties, there should be added to the ave- 
rage of 84 a number not exceeding 16; and 
in other counties, a number should be taken 
of the average. not exceeding 16. 

Mr. M'Dowell was for the bill being 
adopted exactly as it stood, because the men 
might in that cose be raised immediately ; 
but if the change which had been proposed 
should be agreed to, a considerable time 
would be lost, from the necessity of making 
new lists. 

Mr. Kinnaird was glad to see that the 
local circumstances, habits, or even preju- 
dices of his countrymen had been attended 
to by the Secretary at War. This, he 
thought, was much better than endeavour 
ing. too much) to assimilate the regulations 
for raising the militia in both counties. ‘ihe 
bill was then passed. 


SS  __ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, July 2. 


[Minutes }— The Army of Reserve 
Bili was read the second time and com- 
mitted tor Monday. The militia officers 
augmentation bill, the excise duty regula- 
tion bill, the addition excise dury bill, &c. 
were read a third time and passed.——The 
additional Scotch army bill, the woollen 
mnufacture bill, the southern whale fishery 
‘Dil, and the new clergy residence bill, were 

ead a first time. —— Sc vera] petitions against 
the woollen manofaciure bill were received, 
and leave was giv: n to the petitioners to be 





heard by their counsel against it.——Or- 


dered, on the motion of the Lord Chan. 


' 
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cellor, that a message be sent to the Com. 
mons, requesting them to communicate q 


copy of the evidence upon which they pass- 
ed the bill. 





—_— 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, July 2, 


[Mivitia reLier BILL].—Mr. Wick. 
ham rose to propose a measure for the re. 
lief of militia men’s families in Ireland, 
while the men were absent on duty. The 
reason why he had not sooner brought it 
forward on the same footing as a similar 
provision in ikngland, was, that the same 
class of civil officers for carrying it into 
effect did not exist in Ireland. By this bill, 
it was intended, in order to prevent fraud 
upon the public: bounty, that no person 
claiming as the wife or child of a militia 
man should be intitled to such, without 
producing a certificate from the colonel of 
the regiment, that the militia-man, whether 
ballotred, a volunteer, or a substitute, de- 
clared upon oath such persons to be his 
wife or child, at the time of his attestation. 
He then moved for and obtained leave to 
bring in the bill. 


(IRISH MALT AND DISTILLERIES].—Mr. 
Alexander moved for leave to bring 10 4 
bill for the better collection of the duves 
on malt, and the better regulation of the 
distilleries in Lreland. ; 

Mr. Corry detailed at considerable length 
the objects of this bill, as not going © 
exact any increase of duty whatever, s" 
merely to establish a more efficient move 
collection, the better to prevent trauds on 
the revenue; and as much for the advan- 
tage of the fair trader, as for the crown: 
the objects of those regulations were, a 
able the gauger to place malt in the ‘ 
mode of fairly ascertaining its quantity, °Y 
gauging in the couch instead of steep ; and : 
empower the commissioners of revenue 
make such reduction as to them opr 
seem just, from the annual charge aha 
size of the drying kilns: to prevent re coe 
trom mixing malt of othermen's manu ae 
with their own; to prevent maltsters - 
dealing in malt, not of their own ma if 
facture, without a malt-factor's license iS 
impose a vy on distillers when a 
in stock shall be deficient in Se open 
the officer’s returns; andto ee be 
town lands, where clandestine 6 
found, or when spirits shall be retail 
without a license, to be — be 
bill. Leave given to bring 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, July 4. 


(BeTHUNA AND MackReTH. — T HEL- 
rugson AND Wooprorp.J—Mr. Gibbs, 
Mr. Romilly, Mr. Dampier, and Mr. Mark- 
ham, were heard on behalt ot the defendant 
‘n error, and Mr, Erskine and Mr. Ser- 
‘cant Lens in reply for the plaintiff; after 


The Lord Chancellor \eft the wool- 
sack, and entered at very considerable 
length into a minute detail of all the vari- 
ous circumstances of the case, pointing out 
the bearings of each transaction connected 
with it, and concludirg with reading a se- 
ries of questions on the most leading points 
in the cause, Which, wirh their lordships 
permission, he should submit to the consi- 
deration of the twelve judges. Before he 
did so. however, he would take the liberty 
of mentioning, that it occurred to him, thar 
in one of the questions submitted to the 
judges, on the appeal of Thellusson w. 
Woodford, a sentence was omitted, which 
would have rather more completely em- 
braced the entire object of that question, 
and rendered it more favourable to the ap- 
pellant; he should, therefore, move the 
insertion of the sentence at the present op- 
portunity. His lordship resumed the weol- 
sack, and put the questions, which were 
ordered, 

Lord Mulgrave then rose, and re- 
marking upon the great importance of the 
subject, on which the questions had on a 
firmer day been submitted to the judges 
in the appeal cause of Thellusson and 
W oodford, suggested that it was not very 
likely that the judges should have been 
able to have net up their minds upon the 
points submitted to them by Monday next; 
they might, therefore, want more time for 
their own consideration of the subject, and 
ater they had delivered their opinions in 
wet: to the questions proposed io them, 
ie noble Lords might also wish to state 
"tr ve ak sentiments upon those opinions, 
allo ees that some time should be 

‘owed them for deliberation and investi- 


gation of the subject; it might therefore — 


hot come to an ultimate decision till sach 


én advanced period of the session, when it — 


=~ not be expected that there would 
pit ss attendance of noble Lords suffici- 
se y numerous or becoming to give judg- 
Pe rhe: @ matter -f the utmost impertance 
ef © interests of a considerable number 
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he really thought, that on every principle 
of common justice, the opinions of .the 
judges should not be called for at an early 
day, nor indeed till a future session. 

The Lord Chanceller put a question, 
stating, that the judges desired time of 
the questions put to them on the writ of 
error, Askew v. Sir Robert Mackreth; 
an order was made, therefore, for them to 
deliver their opinions on Tuesday the 26th 
instant. An order was al.o made for the 
judges to give their opinions in the cause 
of Thellusson and Woodford on Monday 
next the 11th instant. 


[Army OF RESERVE].—The order of 
the day being moved by Lord Hobart, and 
read, for the House resolving itself into a 
Committee of the whole House on this 
bill, 

Earl Suffolk said, he had no objection 
to the principle of the bill, Every man 
must be agreed upon the necessity of rais- 
ing an additional force for the defence of 
the country. But he had some points to 
submit to his Majesty’s ministers not con- 
tained in the bill, and he wished to know 
whether he would be at liberty’at any fu- 
ture stage of the bill, in case he should for- 
bear to urge them at that time. 

Lord Walsingham answered, that if 
the noble Lord had any observations upon 
any particular clause, the te time for 
doing so, would be when the clause should 
come to be read; but as to any general 
observations, the more regular way would 
be to reserve them for some future stage. 

The preamble was then, as usual, post- 
poned, and the question was severally put 
upon the succeeding clauses, which were 
agreed to without any observations, . to 
the clause confining the service of the force 
to Great-Britain and Ireland, and the 
islands of Jersey and Gue:nsey —The 
question being put upon the last-mentioned 
clause, 

The Duke of Cumberland rose, and 
spoke to the foilowing effect: As a mem-~ 
ber of this assembly, and having the honoue 
to hold a commission as an officer in his 
Majesty's service, 1 hold it my duty to 
speak my sentiments, whatever they 
be, with openness and with cand ur 
the bill. As to the principle of the bi 
every Briton must, in common with 
approve of it. When consider the 
of the country, when I consider the da 

er with which the rights and liberties of 
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First Consul of France, I feel that all must 
acknowledge the necessity of an additional 
force; and | am convinced, that if it were 
100,000 men, instead of so,o00, the ccun- 
try wouid giadly I rise 
however, toi ihe purpose of proposing an 
augmentation, 
The bill, I perceive, embraces three de- 
scriptions of persons; persons chosen by 
ballot, volanteers, and substitutes. Now 
a substivule is a man receiving a bounty, 
upon the same principle as a man inlist- 
ing for the line, and I see no reason why 
his service should be limited to home de- 
fence; if then, there be no hardship in the 
case, it might be advisable to extend his 
service, and thereby increase the disposa- 
ble force of the country. H. R. H. con- 
cluded with moving an amendment, for 
extending the service of the substitute to 
any place whalever, 

Lord Hobart said, he had explained 
the nature of the measure when he first in- 
troduced it to the House. The principle 
of it was to raise an additional force for 
home defence, but the amendment pro- 
posed by the illustrious duke was contrary 
to that principle, as il went to apply it to 
foreign service: it was further obje ‘tion- 
able, as it would make individuals bear the 
expense of furnishing rec: uits for the regu- 
lar army. It was alo to be observed, that 
the bill contained a clause for permitting 
any man raised under it to enter into the 
line. Here, then, was an opportunity 
opened for increasing our regular torce, 
aud the facility which it aiforded might be 
defeated by the amendment. It was the 
mtention of Government that the force 
proposed should be raised immediately, 
and the bill was framed in the manner most 
likely to obtain that end. If, however, any 
difficaliy or @bsicuction should be raised, 
by making the terms of service harder, and 
consequently rendering persons reluctant 
to enter into it, that object would be in a 
considerable degree defeated. Besides, 
he could assure the illustrious duke, that 
atrangements were then making, by which 
a larger proportion of the force to be raised 
by the bil would be incorporated with re- 

ments of the line. Such regiments, no 

oubi, must be of course limited to home 
service, but.stil! there would remain a suf 
ficient number for the purpose of foreign 
service. For all these reasons he found 
himself under the necessity of Opposing 
‘the amendmeni. 

~The Earl of Moira was of opinion. that 
the \true, way of providing for defence 
would be to increase the regular army. 


acquiesce 2, not, 


but for a dithcrent purpose. 
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By having a large disposable forge for f. 
reign operations, we’ should oblige Fiance 
to garrison all her posts, and prepare for 
her Getence upon all her points. Ifa cop. 
trary policy should be pursued, she would 
have nothing to do but to collect all }. 
immense means, and- choose he opportu. 
nity to invade us. The result of this must 
be, that some of her attempts must prove 
successtul, and though perhaps only upon 
a confined scale, the evil would be incal. 
culable. These being his sentiments, he 
should approve the amendment of the illus- 
trious duke, as it tended to increase our 
disposable force. The clause in the bill 
would be totally nugatory in that respect, 
as it was not compulsory, but merely lefi 
an option net likely to be adopted. By 
the amendment the object proposed would 
be secured, but as the clause stocd, its at- 
tainment would be very uncertain, In hi 
opinion, our best policy would be to in- 
crease the troops of the line. He knewa 
brigade consisting of tour regiments, and 
he would venture to assert, that the whole 
brigade could not turn out 600 men fit to 
bear arms. The arrangement alluded to 
by the noble Sec. of State, he clearly un- 
derstood from his description. He pre- 
sumed it was to fill up the skeleton regi- 
ments of the line with the new levies, He 
admitted, that when a parcel of recruits 
were mixed with one or two hundred ve- 
terans, they might be brought into a com- 
plete state of discipline in three or tour 
months. But what would be the conse- 
quence of the arrangement suggested! 
The skeleton regiments, so filled up, must 
be confined to home service, or uf it bs to 
be sent abroad, the part belonging to the 
army of reserve must be taken away, and 
its place supplied with raw recruits. 1 he 
amendment of the illustrious duke, there- 
fore, as tending to facilitate the increase 
of our regular force, had his approbation. 
We had a militia, a supplementary militia, 
and now comes a third class of domestic 
force. ‘The price of the substitute has 
consequence risen very bigh, and therefore 
it was impossible but that the raising ol 
the present force must obstruct the recruit 
ing for the line. 
yee Mulgrave declared, that if the 
Government had proposed @ levy 0 
100,000 men instead of 50,000, 8s Pf 
osed by this bill, the measure should have 
bis hearty concurrence. He could oe 
however, approve of the amendment me 


ed by the illustrious duke, because he com 


sidered it would be a heavy and sea of 


ed tax on the persons diawn by 
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who would be under additional difficulty 
and expense in finding substitutes, He 
was strongly of opinion, that the defence 
of this country would he hest conducted 
by offensive operations after we should 
have provided fer our own security ; but 
the best reliance would always be in the 
spirit of the people. ‘The energy of Eng- 
shmen could not be doubted when they 


lish 


Yhought their country was in danger ; and, 


during the last war, there was sufficient 
proof that men of military habits would not 
object to unlimited service, when the oc- 
casion required it; for very soon after the 
passing of the bill for empowering militia- 
men to enter into regulars, notwithstand- 
ing the reluctance of the officers to part 
with those men whom they were at the 


trouble of training, we had an accession of 


40.009 additional men, which enabled our 
armies to perform exploits which equalled 
the proudest dimes of the prowess of the 
nation.——It would not, he believed, be 
deemed orderly in him, to refer to discus- 
sions in another place ; but he was free to 
confess he never heard nor read of a bet- 
ter system, both. of offence and defence, 
than was displayed on the occasion he al- 
‘uded to; and he made no doubt but the 
enemy would find, on making the experi- 
t, that there was much more military 
‘and science in this country, than they 
night have been led to imagine. ; 
HR. H. the Duke of Cumberland ex- 
planed—that conceiving a powerful ate 
tick upon the enemy at home, to be best 
suited to the dignity, and consistent with 
the antient renown of this country; but 
nen he never meant that compulsory, un- 
limited service, should be extended to men 
Crawn by ballot. What he submitted was, 
that persons entering as substitutes, and 
receiving money for doing so, should be 
on the same feoting as the recruift 1€ 
‘ie, who also received a bounty. OWw- 
Cver, as this proposal did not seem ‘to ac- 
cord with the general feelings of the 
House, he should not persist in his amend- 
Heat, if their lordships would allow him to 
Withdraw it. . 
cabal Grosvenor was entering into an 
aes * Justification of the measures*pro- 
ae cane Majesty’s ministers, when he 
0 order by 
) ete who said, that the 
Peer a wn i. re noble lord seemed 
plicable ‘bess gage in, was not strictly ap- 
Ti. lareakas : ceectien before the House. 
country wis tg it the defence of the 
consulied ot ¢ principal object to be 
present, As to filling up the 
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old regiments, that may be made the subs 
ject of consideration to those within whose 
department it more immediately rested: 
he had the highest respect for the opinions 
delivered in the House by ‘high military 
characters; but however he might wish 
for a large disposable force, he conceived 
that it would be time enough to employ it 
when the country was out of danger. 

Lord Carlisle thought the measure ra- 
ther inadequate to the object proposed, 
but would not object to the bill, because 
he thought no time should be lest in pro- 
ceeding upon this preliminary measure. 
His lordship was then proceeding to ar- 
raign the ministers for their tardiness and 
want of an early display of spirit, when he 
was also called to order. 

Lord Darnley defended the train of 
arguments which the noble lord was em- 
bracing, and was pursuing a similar course, 
when he was called to order by 

The Lord Chancellor, who said, that 
his observations bad no immediate tefer- 
ence to the question before the House. 

Lord Darnizy said, he did not. think 
himself by any means deviating from the 
question, and again renewed the same line 
of observation. 

The Lord Chancellor again interrupt- 
ed him, and complained that the strict 
orders of the House were very seldom 
complied with, ‘On many occasions, when 
he attempted to enforce them, he was 
sorry to find that he was not sufficiently 
supported; and if noble Lords continued 
to go on in the same way, it would be ne- 
cessary to determine, belore the end of the 
present session, whether the House. should 
abide by its orders ot neglect them. 

Lord Darnley then said, that he should 
take occasion, in another stage, to deliver 
his sentiments more at large upon the sub- 


ject } 


Lord Hobart conceived, that the situa- 
tion in which he stood, entitled him. to 
particular attention, while he attempted 
to explain the general merits of the ques- 
tion, 

The Lord Chancellor called him. also 
to order, observing, that the general de- 
fence of the conduct of ministers did not 
bear upon the amendment then uader con- 
sideration. 

Lord Pelham claimed the indulgence 
of their lordships whilst he proceeded to 
justify the measure now proposed... He 
perfectly agreed with those noble lords 
whw stated, that the best mode im whieh 
we could carry on the war, was by a direct 
attack upon We gacmy, but be theughs the 
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country ought to be assured of its own se- 
curity, beto.e such a proceeding should be 
resorted to, Let the peeple feel them- 
selves safe, and let them then annoy the 
enemy, and attack him in those quarters 
where he was most vulnerable. This 
country, he was convinced, could not long 
want the means of hostile operations against 
France by a foreign force, which would be, 
and heretofore was always proved to be, 
the soundest policy of the united kingdom. 
His lordship then proceeded to explain the 
advantages of this plan in the present in- 
stance ; but saidiiely added any thing to 
what had been repeatedly urged before, in 
the House of Commons, when the bill was 
there under discussion. 

Earl Spencer was decidedly for dis- 
patch in this new levy, 
land army of 40,000 men for England and 
10,000 for Ireland must have a real effect, 
in whatever manner it anight be disposed 
of. He acknowledged that he should have 
been much better pleased with such an 
addition to the troops of the line, and the 
more so, as he thought this ballotting must 
interfere with, and in a great measure sus- 
pend, the recruiting for the regulars; but 
at all events no time should be lost, and 
he should support the measure as being 
the commencement of a more enlarged mi- 
litary system. 

The amendment of the Duke of Cum- 
berland was, with the consent of the 
House, withdrawn.—The different clauses 
of the bill were then agreed to with some 
trifling amendments, and the chairman ob.- 





tained leave to make the report. 


Lord Suffolk said, that though he 
might not be perfectly regular in then 
speaking of the merits of the bill before 
them in the present stage, yet as it regard- 
ed the defence of the country, he must 
consider himself to be perfectly in order— 
but his Lordship being here interrupted by 
a cry of order! he said he should reserve 
himself for a future opportunity. 

Lord Moira cal'ed upon the Noble Se- 
cretary for an explanation of the meaning 


of the clause, which according to his con- 


struction of it, appeared to give most un- 
necessarily a gratuitous exclusion to the 
substitutes, who had voluntarily entered 
into regiments of the line, from going 
abroad, even if they expressed their de- 
sire so to do. His Lordship said, in the 
course of the war, it might be thought ex- 
pedient to attack a fort or military posi- 
tion on the enemy's coast, or to send a 
regiment or two out to defeat an arma- 
ment on the sea, and he saw no reason 
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why ministers should deprive themselves 
of the service of the substitutes admitted 
into regiments of the line, if they yolyy. 
teered their services, in the case of their 
eo being sent on general service 

Lord Hobart explained, that the clayse 
meant to hold out to all who volunteered 
or acted as substitutes for those ballotte) 
for militia men, that no more should be 
exacted from them than was originally con. 
tracted for. ‘ 

The Committee then went through th 
other clauses, and the bill was reported 
without amendments 

Lord Hobart moved two verbal amend. 
ments on the report, which were agreed to, 
and the bill ordered to be read a second 
time the next day. 

Lord Mulgrate rose, he said, to move 
the suspension of two standing orders, 
agreeably to the notice he had given on 
Friday last; but, as the present bil! had 
been reported without amendments, it did 
not come within the purview of those or- 
ders, There were several other important 
bills now pending, confessedly of a press 
ing and urgent nature, upon which he 
should move the suspension of those or- 
ders, which direct that no bill shall be 
passed two stages in one day, Ata future 
opportunity, it was, his Lordship said, his 
intention to call the attention of the House 
more particularly to the standing orders, 
and move to rescind them. 

The Lord Chanctllor made a few ob- 
servations on the importance of the per- 
son who sat on the woolsack, not putting 
two questions in one day on one and v 
same bill, But a motion to rescind the 
two orders was a very serious consigers- 
tion. There were precedents of te 
House's having agreed to pass them over, 
of which instances they had repented them 
heartily in Jess than four and twenty hours, 
On the other hand, there might occur ai 
of such importance and emergency 0s 
justify to pass a bill through all its ag 
in one day; one had occurred teh ; 
which every Noble Lord must have tee 
to be his duty to accede to this line oe , 
duct, All he meant to say WwW ata 
ought to be a case of imperious neces 
that could alone justify the ee ss 
the necessary caution, which oug? of the 
preserved in respect to the — “ae 
standing orders of the House ; “ rydent 
own part, he thought it the He P it 
part to preserve the stending or cad st 
always was, whenever deemed P : 
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any standing order, pro bac vice, of for any 
} given period. ' 

~ Lord Mulgrave moved to suspend the 
} standing ordere in question, on the Scotch 

army ot reserve, or additional militia bill. 
F Ordered. 

Lord Grosvenor then said, he should 

not be able to be present next day, and 
I readily gave up the observations he had 

meant to offer, if he had not been call- 
Sed to order in the Committee, and which, 
he had then said, he would make at another 
opportunity. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, Jul} 4. 


(Minutes.] The East India docks bill 
was recornmitted. Mr. Calcraft proposed a 
clause for limiting the powers granted under 
the bill for twenty-one years, which was 

lopted, and the report of the committee or- 

dered to be received next day. ‘The report 
of the additional army of Ireland bill was 
received, and ordered to be recommitted.— 
Mr. Vansittart brought up the five million 
oan bill, which was read a first time. 


[FRIENDLY socIETIES, AND POOR. J— 
Mr. Rose brought in a bill for rectifying mis- 
(kes in the registry of the rules of friendly 
socicties. It was read a first time, and or- 
d - to be read a second time the next day. 
—Mr. Rose then proceeded to maké a mo- 
‘ion, of which he had given previous notice. 

The measure he had in view comprehended 
three objects. Ist, The comfort of the poor 

.— old age; 2ndly, employing them, éspe- 

ry youth, in useful indastry ; and, 3dly, 

ew prevention of crimes, If the House should 

gi ‘him leave to bring in the bill, for which 
7 Prt to move, it was his intention 

wae that } id on more simple measure than 
snsliabadth litherto been proposed for the 
he kot th eae poor laws. ‘The measure 

lot, ou, “lew was nothing more than sup- 
Hh Soar for schools of industry, and 
industrious ante of the young to sober, 
Mra ry bits, Plans had been adopted 
ettnti pire, which he knew, in conse- 
Dot on} Which, the clildren of: the poor 
in the Barecatese- + themselves, but assisted 
trict in {fet hy their parents. _ Io one dis. 
thes ae ae ushire, where pains had been 
poor, chil Meres "ht of industry among the 
tive-and six dations age of 13 or 14, earned 
Cisttict, in the 9 a week ; but in the same 
of boor-rates po pen 1777, owt of 80,0001. 

ho ewe applied to the su 
Vor pre aud the remainder spent 
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journeys of the overseers and other parish of- 
ficers. However wise it might be to get rid 
of the workhouse system, it was necessary, 
before that was attémpted, to fall on some 
meatus of employing the poor. He hoped 
the time would arrive when it would be 
found necessary. to maintain none but chil- 
dren who had been deserted by their parents 
in workhouses ; and there were not wanting 
examples that even such children might be 
better managed than they were by the pa- 
rishes. Another object he had in view, was 
to ascertain the number and situation of the 
friendly societies in this country. Wherever 
there were friend!y societies, a great propor- 

tion of the poor were maintained by them- 

selves. The money thus raised was laid cut 

in the most advantageous manner for the state, 

as itwas almost always iovested in the public 
funds. Five or G00,000l1. of stock belong to 
the labouring poor of this country. It was 
his opinion ‘that those societies should be en- 
titled to some assistance from the parishes, ia 
consequence of their preventing so great a 
proportion of the poor from becoming a bur- 
then upon the rates, The money supplied 
by the parishes he would propose should be 
laid up by the societies to form a supplemen- 
tary fund for the support of their aged mem- 

bers; from which a man, whose earnings in 

old age fell short of what he used to receive 
in the meridian of life, might have the defi- 

ciency supplied. Ifa man had been accus- 

tomed to earn 10s, 6d, and now received only 

8s. or Qs. a week, he should be allowed 2s. 

or 1s. 6d. from this fund. He concluded by 

moving, “ That leave be given to bring ina 

bill for procuring returns relative to the ex- 

pense and maintenance of the poor of Eng- 

land.”— Leave given. 


{Inrerion crercy.]—Mr. Buxton rose 
to move for leave to bring in a bill for the 
relief of the inferior clergy. The object of 
the bill would be to give, or ratner restore 
to the commissioners of Q. Anne's bounty 
the power of augmenting the revenues of 
poor curates, and to open a door to private 
benevolence for that purpose: this was the 
original intention of the act of Q. Anne, and 
stich wasits operation until it was altered by 
the act of the gth of G. If. The statute of 
Q. Anne, after the appropiistion of the first 
fruits, invites her Majesty's subjects to follow 
her example, by will or deed. The number 
of livings under fifty pounds year, he was 
well informed, was nearly six thousand. 
This charity, therefore, stood as much in need 
of private aid as any other. In the debate 
on the clergy residence bill, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had expressed his wi-h that 
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something should be done for the relief of 
the poor clergy, even in the present session ; 
but, considering the burthens which it was 
necessary to impose forthe defence of the 
country, he thought it would be better to re- 
sort to private benevolence, than to any pub- 
lic measure for that purpose. Impressed by 
this sentiment, he moved, ‘“ that leave be 
given to bring ina bill for rendering more 
effectual certain acts of the 2d and 3d of Q, 
Anne, for maintaining poor clergymen.— 
Leave given.” 


FWays anp MEANS.]—The House re- 
solved into acommittee of ways and means, 
in which Mr. Corry called to the recollec- 
tion of the House what he had stated, on Sa- 
turday, respecting the Irish loan. In case it 
should be found that the one million, which 
was the proportion of the loan for Ireland, 
could not, from the circumstances of that 
country, be borrowed with advantage, it 
was thought adviseable, that the Lord Lieu- 
tenant should have the power of raising the 
same sum by loans on treasury bills. These 
bills were precisely the same as exchequer 
bills in this country. He moved a resolu- 
tion for raising one million in this manner, 
which was agreed to, and the report ordered 
to be made the next day. 


ee 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 5. 


{Minvutes.J—The excise laws bill, the 
Birmingham church bill, and the Widmore 
drainage bill, received the royal assent by 
commission. 


{CLERGY FARMING AND RESIDENCE 
Bruz.}— The Earl of Suffolk said, he 
found the clergy farming and residence bill 
had passed the Committee, He must say, 
it did not come up to the idea which he had 
expected, in regard to creating-a better 
provision for the inferior clergy. He had, 
on a former day, suggested one mode of 
creating a real additional income, viz. by all 
the beneficed clergy contributing an actual 
tenth or first fruits, to be taken in aid of 
Queen Anne's bouaty. He had heard, that 
@ measure was in contemplation in the other 
House of Parliament ; he hoped it was not 
the repeal of one of the most beneficial acts 
of Parliament that ever had passed (it is pre- 
sumed his lordship meant the Mortmain Act), 
The noble Earl added, that he had anxiously 


“Felt the necessity of making some better pro- 


vision for the inferior clergy, and had hoped, 
before providing for granting licences for the 
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non-residence of the beneficed clergy, the 
present bill, which had just passed the C om- 
mittee, would have begun with enactiy 
some mode of provision for the’ inferior 
clergy. 

The Lord Chancellor said, the present 
bill had not done what the noble ear) 
anxiously wished, under the belief that ano. 
ther bill, formed with a view to the obyect 
of the noble earl's anxiety, was in contem- 
plation, and would soon be brought before 
both Houses. It did not, his lordship said, 
become him to say more upon the subjecr, 
or to undertake to pledge himself that such 
a bill would be so brought in, as he had 
stated, but he could assure the noble eail, 
that the object of his wishes had not been 
lost sight of during the proceedings on the 
present bill. 

The Earl of Suffolk repeated his hope, 
that it was not meant to repeal the excellent 
statute, to which he had alluded, in order 
by that means to effect the important object 
in question. 


[Army oF RESERVE.}—Loerd Hobart 
moved that this bill be read a third time; 
and, it being read, his Lordship moved two 
or threeamendments which were agreed lo. 
On the Lord Chancellor putting te 
question * that this bill do pass,” 7 

The Earl of Suffolk rose and said, 
he should beg leave to trouble their Lord- 
ships with some observations on the nici 
sure of defence about to be adopted by the 
present bill. As a military man, he wished 
particularly to throw out some hints to hi 
Majesty’s ministers, which he thought 





should be acted upon as speedily as possi 


ble. Next to the proper formation and 


discipline of the troops, he considered 0 
one thing to be so important as the appoi'" 
ment of officers to command them, W*" 
were at once the most able, the most ski 
ful, and in whom the troops were likely t 
have the greatest confidence. There “# 
nothing which more contributed to 9 
troops with courage, zeal, and a consct <i 
ness of their own strength, than to be “at 
manded by men of great reputation for e 
litary talents, by men who had seen pe 
and gained victories. He would, on fi 
present trying occasion, most earnes!') 2 
commerd it to his Majesty’s minister) 
select officers of this description sarong of 
the British service, in order to give 
them a chief command; and that “spe 
done without any regard to the te 
which one general officer might eat pot 
another. Upon this subject, - hg 
help expressing his regret at some 
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appointments. He did not wish to allude 
to persons, but he supposed every noble 
Lord who heard him, knew what he alluded 
art of the con- 
duct of the noble Lord at the head of the 
Admiralty more praiseworthy than another, 
i was that of his doing away the punctilio 


elson. The 
same rule ought to be observed in the mili- 
tarvdepartment. Let ministers weigh well 
in their minds what it was which we had at 
stake, and consider how important towards 


lave great and experienced generals at the 
head of the troops. He would put it to 
that House, and to his Majesty’s ministers, 


conqueror of Egypt, a subordinate com- 
mand? It might be said, that being but a 
major-general, that gallant and noble officer 
could not have a chief command over gene- 
rals of older rank: ministers ought to know 
that this was not a time to think of the 
punctilios of seniority. If the great armies 
ol France were to be defeated, it would be 
necessary to imitate, in some measure, the 
practices of France, with regard to the ap- 
pontment of generals. The government 
of that country paid no regard to seniority ; 
they searched after men of military talents, 
aud appointed these whom they looked 
xpon as the bravest and the most skilful to 
command the armies, All the great gene- 


sclves in the late war, were raised up from 
subordinate situations. Among these, the 
government was able to distinguish such 
men as Massena and Moreau. In the pre- 
‘ent critical situation of this country, it was 
absolutely necessary to adopt a similar prac- 
lice, and to raise Up merit wherever it was 
to be found. But he was confident, that 
among the British general. officers, there 
were to be found persons fully qualified to 
conduet our armies, if care was taken to | 
make a proper selection, according to the 
various degrees of merit which they were 
| Hown to passess, Next to a judicious se- 
a ‘on of general officers, he considered it a 
wre - the yreatest importance to form, 
aa vand, the best possible plans of ope- 
naa — to determine how certain things 
seis done, according to circum- 
earnest! —— Sr. he . would 
milite, Y Tecommend the appointment of a 
ale i Committee, whose business it should 
Cpaaneat and determine on plans of 
cre “. andr to receive such plans as ; 
presented to them, This com- 
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perienced and skilful officers; and military 
men should be invited to give their advice 
and opinion, with regard to military opera. 
tions. It was owing, in a great measure, to 
committees of this kind, that France had 
gained such astonishing successes during 
the late war. The committee laid down 
the plan for the general, and said to him=-- 
‘* There is what you are to do, and it must 
“ be done.’ This took away all respon- 
sibility from the general, with regard to the 
manner in which he was to exercise his 
discretion, and obliged him to make the 
most uncommon efforts, in order to accom- 
plish what he was ordered to do. These 
committees were not composed of military 
men; but they had a clear and accurate 
knowledge of the state of the country, and 
of what military men ought todo. Their 
Lordships must recollect, that the opera- 
tions in La Vendée were directed by Car- 
not, and that they were planned by Hoche, 
who was at that time a serjeant of grena- 
diers. It was unnecessary for him to ob- 
serve what the success of these operations 
was: but the example was sufficient to en- 
force his argument. He would ask, what 
the consequence might have been, if Ge- 
neral Hoche had landed with his 25,000 
men in Ireland? He believed the conse- 
quence would have been, in all probability, 
the total loss of that country to Great Bri- 
tain. About this part of the noble earl’s 
speech, 

The Lord Chancellor rose, he said, to 
speak to a question of order. He hoped 
the noble earl would excuse him for the in- 
erruption, as he could assure him, that 
what he was about to submit to the House, 
was no way connected with any part of the 
noble earl’s speech. The circumstance to 
which he meant to call their lordships’ at- 
tention was one which, for the first time, 
was communicated to him on that day; it 
was, that persons were then below at the 
bar of that House, taking notes of their 
lordships’ proceedings. He wished to make 
it known, that if a practice so directly con- 
trary to the standing orders of the House 
was pursued, he would move to have the 
House cleared of all strangers, and then he’ 
would call their lordships to decide, whe- 
ther that practice was to be permitted or 
not. His lordship, at the same time, leoking: 
and pointing. towards the bar, suenvél, 
that the persons to whom he alluded were 
not unknown to him, 

There was one reporter at this time, 
and only one, taking notes of the Earl. of 
Suffolk’s speech; and when the Usher of 
the Black Kod desired him to withdraw from 
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the House, he refused todo so, and persist- 
ed in taking notes. The Usher of the Black 
Rod then communicated this circumstance 
to the Chancellor; and that, probably, gave 
rise to the observations made by his lord- 


The Earl of Suffolk resumed his speech : 


he said, there was another material 
point which his Majesty’s ministers ought 
to attend to, and that was, to encrease 
the cavalry; it was a force which would 
be of the utmost importance in case the 
enemy made a landing. It could act in 
every field into which the enemy might en- 
ter; and such was the nature of this coun- 
try, that such entrance would be attended 
with diffcalty, as almost every field was 
surrounded bya kind of fortifeation. It 
was also extremely necessary that the sol- 
diers should be continually firing at marks. 
From a false species of economy, the sol- 
diers, during the last war, were never sup- 
plied with a sufficiency of gunpowder. As 
a military man, he would say, that soldiers 
ought to be allowed a protusion of it, in 
order that they might be continuaily firing. 
His lordship then entered into several mt- 
litarv details, with regard to the discipline 
of soldiers: and then lamented that the spi- 
rit of ihe country did not appear to be suili- 
ciently alive to a sense of its dangers, or 
sufficiently roused to repel them; and for 
that reason it was incumbent on every mem- 
ber of that House, and on every gentleman 
of Janded property, to go to his county, 
and, by his example and admonition, to 
raise up the spirit of his tenants and neigh- 
bours, and point out to them the necessity 
of coming forward in defence of the nation 
at large. Let the people know what they 
must expect from a successful invasion on 
the part of France; !et the miseries of Hol- 
land, Swisseriand, and other countries on 
the continent, which France had conquered 
and pillaged, be pointed out; and, at the 
same time, let the people #f England be as- 
sured, there was no country on earth against 
which France entertained so great an ani- 
mosity as this; and that no country would 
suffer more in case of an invasion. His 
lordship concluded with observing, that he 
could not let the present bill pass without 
making those observations, and throwing 
out those hints to ministers. 

The Earl of Darnley rose, not, he as- 
sured the learned Lord on the woolsack, 
to revenge himself upon him, for having in- 
terrupted him the preceding evening. He 
ef no means intended to detain their lord- 

ips long, but there were some sentiments 
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impressed upon his mind so strongly, 
he could not but anxiously wish to take 
opportunity of stating them to their lord. 
ships, and would promise to do so as shoyt. 
ly as he was able. Possibly the noble g: 4 
learned Jord had interrupted him on a priy. 
ciple of modesty, under an apprehension 
that he was about to pass a panegyric on 
his Majesty’s present ministers, but such 
had not been hts intention. He had no ps 
ticular predilection for his Majesty's mini: 
} 


] 
that 
’ 


ters, nor any desire to over-rate their abil 
ties. He thought abler men might have 
been found; but from many votes of that, 
and the other House of Parliament, on dil- 
ferent parts of their conduct, it was evident 
that they had the confidence of Parliament, 
and it was clear, that they also had the con- 
fidence of their Sovereign; he had no right, 
therefore, to conclude, that they had not, 
likewise, tae contidence of the country ; and 
he felt, under these particular circun- 
stances of the moment,’ it was his duty, as 
it was that of every man who could do | 
with a safe conscience, to afford them every 
support and assistance in his power. Wit 
reyard to the present bill, he thought it : 
wise and efficient measure, and heappro' 
of it the more, because, in his conscience, 
he believed it to be the only practicadic 
mode of suddenly raising a numerous boty 
of forces for the internal defence of the 
kingdom. He trusted it would be found (o 
be a most useful bill, and the eifect ex- 
tremely beneficial to the public service. 
His lordship said, he could not but regre', 
that, day after day, they heard from mite 
characters of great authority, that the coun: 
try could only be saved by regular fore 
the very time, and in the very breata, (0! 
these high military authorities indivicia!s 
confessed, that recruits for regiments of te 
line were not to be had. It was become 
a practice to bow implicitly to such at 
trines, and to consider such subjects 4 a 
to be debated by ministers and military ™°* 
only. Upon this principle he suppos 
quod medicorum est, prromittunt medict ; . 
fabrilia fabri. He certainly was neithe! 
dicus nor faéer ; neither a minister, nor or. 
litary man, but still he thought himse:t * 
en entitled to discuss the object of 
present bill, and all that related to the 
tence of the country, as any other descr 
tion of men, whether pol:tical or mur" 
and he could not think that the sort o! the 
guments we had frequently heard, nal 
nature to which he alluded, were more ’ of 
ly to excite despondeney, than to P” 
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ut telling them that the country must be | portion as the exigency of circumstances 


os because we had not so large a dispo- 
cable force as might be wished for? Nay, 
‘a the manner of stating their arguments, 
these great military characters acted very 
incautiously, because what fell from such 
high authority could not but make a deep 
ession without doors, and must tend to 
create dismay and distrust in the people as 
to their security and safety. <A noble lord 
had, the other night, i in that House, publicly 
avowed, that there was, to his knowledge, 
one brigade, consisting of four battalions, i in 
a state of the most shameful incompleteness. 
He thought such a declaration mischievous 
to the last degree; he did not mean to 
charge the noble lord mes ner ny made it 
with any mischievous desig he knew that 
he made it with the Beet smaililt motive 
nd with a view to rouse the 
the people, and prompt them to exertion ; 
but he mast contend that it was more I:ke! y 
todamp their spirit and depress their ar- 
dour, by diminishing their confidence in the 
government of thecountry. Hehad hoped 
that his Majesty’s ministers would have in- 
stantly risen and contradicted the fact; and 
iit should have happened that a single bri- 
gade was in such a miserable situation, that 
ministers would have assured the House 
that the battalions of that brigade would 
shortly be completed. Indeed, they might, 
with great truth, have stated, that the sabe 
regiments of the line were complete, and 
they had it in their power to have stated se- 
veral; for instance, the guards, the cavalry, 
nd various other corps. He admitted, 
iat if the regiments of the line could he 
con mnpeated it would be most desirable. But 
lar was he from thinking, that only the 
gulars could save the naayesers that he felt 
confident that the country would be saved, 
ven if the present bil di not pass, though 
: thought it perfect]; y wise in ministers to 
have brought it forw ard, and he would be 
a _ man livi ing to protract its passing, 
y unnecessary argument. He must, 
however, be permitted to say, that he had 
. the smallest apprehensions of the want 
“! energy, in the government, or of spt- 
rit an the people, Put a sword into an En- 
gli shman’ . hand, and he would feel like an 
nglishman, end fight in an undaunted 
manner, when he feels that he is fighting to 
ar = ——— and insolent invader. The 
a aoe would, he had no doubt, rise 
opposed me 1an enemy as was likely to be 
sai. as ma us; let no man, therefore, de- 
cudel res oop foe amoment. Let him but 
self in the common cause, In pro- 
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might require, and we might be assured of 
defen iding, not only every part of the coun- 
iry, but of punishing, i in the most exemplary 
manner, the despot who dared attempt to 
land an army on our shores, His Lordship 
said, that feeling as he did, he could not 
but reprobate, in the strongest terms, a 
speech delivered in another place, by a mt- 
itary character; and which parliamentary 
forms forbad him, in more than a gene val 
way, to allude to. In that speech it had 
been thrown out, that we were vulnerable 
in various points, and ih it the enemy might, 
in the m: ny affempts he might be e xpecte d 
to make, p ossibly succeed in one or other. 
He could not give credit to the possibility 
of the enemy’s landing any where; a coun- 
try united and prepared as we were, heed 
not er an attempt to iseada us; nor 
could our coasts be ap] reached in any part 
without the utmost danger, and almost cer- 
tainty of failure of success to the enemy. So 
far was he from coinciding in the childish 
apprehensions, which the speech, to which 
he alluded, expressed, that he would, for 
the sake of argument, admit for a moment, 
that the enemy did efiect a landing ; nav, 
more, that he made his way, in spite of all 
our forces and all our endeavours; that he 
reached this rich and luxurious metropolis, 
laid it in ashes, put a momentary end to 
trade and commerce, made bankrupts of all 
the worthy Jews and brokers in "Change, 
and annihilated the three per cents, still he 
would not abandon himself to despair, and 
think the cause a lost cause. He should, 
even then, feel hope, from a consciousness 
that there remained much worth fighting 
for, and that the spirit of the people would 
still exert itself, and, with renewed energy 
and undaunted valour, pursue the foe, till 
they drove him out of their country. I pro- 
mised you, my lords, at my opening, said 
his lordship, that I would not detain you 
long, and 1 will keep my word. I will 
only add, let us hear no more, then, of these 
arguments of our weakness, these procla- 
mations of alarm and terror. Let no man 
assume a dastardly feeling, but ‘face the 
danger, which, notw ithstanding what I 
have said, | by no means despise or under- 
rate. It is great and urgent, most undoubt- 
edly, but meet it like men, and you have 
nothing to apprehend. Be true to your- 
selves, “and you are invincible: shrink from 
the danger like trembling cowards, and you 
are ruined 

The question was then put, ‘and the bill 
passed with amendments. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, July e 


+ 

[Mixures.J—The Lords’ amendments 
to the bill for raising an additional number 
of men for the protection of England and 
Scotland were read and agreed to,—Capt. 
Harvey presented a petition from certain 
fishermen in some towns on the river Med- 
way, praying leave to be heard by Counsel. 
Agreed to.—Bill for making provisions for 
the wives and families of the Militia serv- 
ing in Ireland read a first time.—Bill for 


amending the act to secure the collection of 


the revenue arising from malt in Ireland, 
and for the prevention of frauds among dis- 
tillers read a first time.——Report of the 
amendments to the bill for granting to his 
Majesty certain duties on malt exported to 
Ireland, brought up and agreed to.—The 
five millions Exchequer Bills bill was read 
a second lime, 


(East Inpvra vock-srLtLt.]——On the 
motion for bringing up the report of the 
East India dock bill, 

Sir William Pulteney objected to it; he 
disapproved of many of the provisions of 
the bill, which he said had been brought 
in in a clandestine manner, and contrary to 
the forms of the House. 

Sir F. Baring defended the bill; he 
said it was not brought in to promote the 
interest of individuals, but with a view of 
producing great public advantage ; it would 
benefit the public revenue ; it would aford 
protection to trade, and would prevent 
plunder; and, as a proof of the merits of 
the bill, there was but one solitary petition 
against it, from a single individual, 

Mr. Calcraft said, if this bill was cal- 
culated to benelit the public revenue, he 
would be the last man to oppose it. If 
these docks were intended for general be- 
nefil, why were they not ina situation in 
which all East India ships could derive be- 
nefit from them? It was impossible that 
many of the large East Indiamen could get 
into these docks without breaking bulk, and 
getting rid of a part of their cargo. He was 
sure that there were situations within the 
ped of London, in which docks might have 

een made to accommodate allihe East In- 
dia shipping. 

Sir T. Metcalf entered at length into 
the grounds upon which the bill had been 
brought forward, and contended, that if the 
East India Company, if all the persons con- 
cerned in this trade, if all the persons who 
were besi acquainted with the subject, were 
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satisfied with the benefits that would result 
from this bill, he hoped it would outweig) 
the opposition of the two hon. members 
who had opposed it, however rep 
they might be. ; 

The report was then brought up, after 
which Mr. Calcraft proposed an amend. 
ment, the object of which was, that India- 
men that were obliged to break buik in 
Long Reach should not be obliged to pay 
the dock duties on the whole of their toy. 
nage. This amendment was rejected with- 
out a division, 


sete 1.) 
ULAD.C 


{Income Tax.]—The order of the day 
being moved for the House to go into a 
Committee, fro forma, on the income tax 
bill, 

Mr. Alderman Coombe spoke against 
the Speaker’s leaving the chair; his reasons 
for which were, that his constituents thought 
it a most unjust and oppressive tax; and 
had instructed him to oppose it in that 
House, and by those instructions he thought 
himself bound to act. 

The Lord Mayor said, that in conse- 
quence of what had fallen from his hon. co!- 
league, he begged the attention of the 
House to a few observations he had to 
make. He should always feel himsell ex- 
tremely happy in being able to coincide in 
opinion with his constituents on all public 
measures. He believed the income tax 
was generally reprobated by his constt- 
tuents, and they had very recently declared 
their opinion on that head in the most pub- 
lic manner; but he could not avoid const- 
dering himself as acting in that House as 4 








representative of the whole country, as well 
as the city of London, and as such, whist 
he should look at all the proceedings o! ad- 
ministration with a jealous eye, he thought 
the circumstances of the times such, that 10 
the present instance the bill should go to 4 
Committee, and that there every one shoul 
endeavour to modify it as much as in his 
power, in order to make its operation as light 
as possible, by provisions founded on mpar- 
tiality and justice; placing the burthen 
where it was best able to be borne. Ther¢- 
fre, he should vote for the Speaker leaving 
the chair, 

Colonel Bastard said, he did not mean 
to oppose the Speaker’s leaving the chair, 
but he wished to know how far the bill was 
intended to affect landed property ? - 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer sais 
that he did not conceive, if the _ 
he should give to the hon, gent. a 
spoke last should be unfavourable to 5* 
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opinion, that he should therefore oppose 
the Speaker’s leaving the chair. Ifhe un- 
derstood the question of the hon. gent. it 
was this, “* Whether, under any circum- 
stances, landed property can be charged 
more than five per cent.” In all circum- 
stances where the owner of land lets it out, 
only five per cent, 1s payable, that is, Is, In 
the pound, Where the owner of land holds 
the same in his own hands, and is, in fact, 
his own tenant, then he is to pay 1s. gd. that 
is 1s.as landlord and god. as tenant. He 
then adverted to what had been said by 
Mr. Alderman Coombe, It was not for 
him, he said, to comment on what had fallen 
trom the worthy Alderman relative to fol- 
lowing the instructions of his constituents, 
but he could not but see with pleasure the 
gesture of the right hon, gent. in the chair, 
expressive of his surprise at hearing such a 
doctrine, He fully coincided in opinion 
with the worthy Chief Magistrate of the 
city of London, that, when returned to that 
House, ever@individual member sat then as 
the representative of the whole country; 
and it was the particular and bounden duty 
of every one, while sitting there, to attend 


io and watch ever the general interests of 


the whole community. The hon. Alderman 
(Coombe) had said, that this was neither 
more nor less than the old income tax re- 
vived, This he denied to be the case. In 
saying this, he did not mean to insinuate 
any (hing against the old tax, for it was one 
he had always highly approved; and when 
he stood forward for its repeal, he had de- 


| > 1} - , - . . - 
cidealy delivered his opinion in favour of 


the principle of the tax, and that it was 
what ought to be acted upon again, if fu- 
lure circumstances should arise to require 
i. The difference between that measure 
and this is, the present tax is to be applied to 
‘he same purposes, and hinges on the same 
principle as the other, but the mode of col- 
cling it was better, because it was calcu- 
‘ated to avoid any disclosure of the circum- 
‘tances or property of the parties paying 
Me tax. By the mode of charging land and 
money at interest, no disclosure whatever 
took place, [In a commercial country it was 
“nquestionably most desirable, that no dis- 
“osure of circumstances should be made, 
turther than was absolutely necessary to se- 
wats Payment of the tax, anda plan 
on this ct y be submitted to Parliament 
with eae 9. hich he hoped would meet 
tage gy approbation, Another advan- 
me ‘, that the execution wa$ infinitely 

© Casy and simple to the comnussioners 
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be in a situation in which they will have to 
decide between their interest and their due 
ty. Another circumstance, highly in fa- 
vour of the present measure, was, the mode 
of levying the tax on money borrowed on 
mortage, bond, &c. In the present case, 
the debtor is to pay the whole of the tax, 
and deduct it out of the sum borrowed, 
when called on to pay the same by his cre- 
ditor; so that nineteen shillings in the pound 
would, in all cases, be a legal tender, and it 
will be attended with the advantage of 
concealing the circumstances of the debtor’s 
case. These, he said, were some of the 
leading features of the bill. He wished 
that the House, if it consented to go into a 
Committee, would permit him to offer some 
clauses which he meant to offer, and which 
he hoped would operate as modifications. 
He was afraid that, when they were 
brought forward, the measure would be 
found pregnant with difficulties, but it was 
the duty of the House uot to shrink from 
difficulties, however great and numerous 
they might be; but, on the contrary, to join 
cordially by their united efforts, to make it 
as palatable and perfect as possible. He 
was certain that it never was, or could be, 
the wish of the citizens of London, not to 
pay their fair and equal proportion of the 
public burthens; and however unpopular, 
at the moment, the idea of an income tax 
may be amongst them, if they are to be 
taxed in this way, in common with the rest 
of the kingdom, he hoped and expected the 
hon. alderman would give the committee 
the advantage of his assistance, and instead 
of standing on the principle of opposition to 
the bill, turn his mind to every point which 
might tend to make it as equal and tinobjec- 
tiouable as possible. After consenting to 
raise eight millions within the year, for the 
public service, it was necessary that the 
neans of doing so should be as speedily as 
possible provided. The measure he now 
submitted to the House was such as he 
thought would draw fair and equal coatri- 
butions, by taxing income and other species 
of property as nearly on a par as may be. 

Colonel Bastard expressed himself per- 
fectly+ satisfied with what had been said 
by the right hon. gentleman, and hoped 
every body would be made to pay alike, 

Mr. Gregor said, that the mode of lay 
ing the tax seewed to him to be a tax on 
land of is. od. 

The Attorney General said, it was a 
misapprehension of the hou. gentleman 
as to the mode of layingthe tax; that it 
ot atax of 1s,od.apon land, but a 
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tax of two incomes; 1s. in the pound on 
that of the landlord, and od. in the pound 
en that of the tenant. 

Sir R. Buxton said, that as to the ob- 
jection against od. in the pound, to be paid 
by the tenant, he saw no reasoninit. He 
conceived the tenant to stand in the same 
relation as a commercial man, who lays out 
his money to make advantage of it, and as 
such he ought to be taxed. He was sur- 
prisel commercial gent. should object to 
this tax, when the landed men do not, and 
at a moment when we were fighting for 
every thing that can be deartou:. If he 
were to look to it as a permanent tax, he 
might perhaps view it with a more jealous 
and scrutinizing eye; but asa temporary 
measure, and tocontinue only during the 
war, he thought it a very proper one. 

Lord A. Hamilton wished the propor- 
tion for Scotland had been settled accord- 
ing to the terms of the act of union. 


Sir F. Baring said, that the objection of | 


commercial gentiemen to the tax was, that 
it was not in their power to form a just idea 
of their income. 

Dr. Lasvrence expressed his approba- 
tion of the principle of the tax. It had been 
twice endeavoured to raise a considerable 
portion of the supplies within the year; 
once by a direct tax on property, for which 
the assessed taxes afforded a visible crite- 
rion; next by a tax on income. When the 
measure was brought forward in the second 
shape, nothing could be objecied to it but 
the difficulty ef carrying it into execution. 
If the present tax should be rendered more 
palatable than that which had been repeal- 
ed, he should regard the passing it into a 
law as one of the greatest possible blessings 
to the country. 

Mr. Kinnaird said, that he did not 
rightly understand the reason why this bil! 
had been stated not to impose a land tax; 
for, in his opinion, it could be styled nothing 
else than a tax on all manner of property 
and professions. He thought that, in such 
matters, members ought not to be so cir- 
cumscribed by the opinions of their ‘con- 
stituents. He said, that he conceivéd it to 
be impossible to imagine that the present 
tax, asa tax on income, could be less op- 
pressive in its operation than the former 
ene. 


Mr. W. Smith said, that, for his part, 
he felt just as little inclination to oppose 
any measures adopted by government for 
the public good, as any man whatever ; and 
he was convinced that some tax or other 
absolutely necessary to raise a large 
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sum within the year. It did not become 
any member to clog the operations of 
vernment by starting any trivial objections 
at such an important zra; but, at the same 
time, it would not be proper to overlook 
any possible arguments against the pro- 
posed measures, [He opposed the present 
tax from principles, which, in the abstract, 
were extremely narrow. If every man in 
the state was to be taxed, in order to 
contribute equally to the present exigen 
cies, the present method was not the DI0- 
per one to be adopted; for, it was not 
consistent with the usage of the House, 
except in one insiance. For though the 
title of the bill expressed that it was a tax 
on property, it was, in fact, a tax of five 
per cent. on income; a tax which would 
undoubtedly bear heavily on all ranks ot 
society. There were two species of pro- 
perty embraced by this bill: the one was 
the produce of labour and active indus- 
try; and the other, that kind of property, 
which was enjoyed by the rich without la- 
bour, It generally happened in such a tax, 
that the species of property acquired by 
industry was liable to be taxed with the 
greatest uncertainty. In his apprehen- 
sion, a person who contributes by his per- 
sonal industry toward the welfare of the 
state, ought not to be burthened equally 
with a person who does nothing. The 
disproportion was really enormous, and tt 
was impossible for any man cordially to 
say, that he thought such a tax equal, It 
was also highly objectionable with respect to 
the disclosure of the incomes of professional 
men: for whatsoever might be the conve- 
nience arising from that disclosure in other 
cases, it must certainly fall peculiarly hard 
on that class of individuals; and he thought 
that even on thai account it ought not lo 
pass. He should not, however, have ven- 
tured to make such a declaration, did he 
imagine it would be the means of imped- 
ing the revenue. The raising 0! money, 
however, was not the only object proper'y 
in view; we ought to adopt those modes 
which most aptly tended to keep the iat 
ple in good humour, and exact those taxes 
which would make the nearest approac® 
towards equality and impartiality ; _ 
though such might not be the most con- 
venient to the state, he was certain they 
would be the most agreeable and convent 
ent to the people. He spoke not ral 
his own sentiments on this occasion, for oo 
had consulted various authors upon a 
subject. He had found that scarce'y og 
writer gave sentiments favourable toa & 
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' on property. Hume was of opinion, that 
though such taxes are liable to less expense 
or trouble in the collection, yet they are 
the most unequal. Mr. Adam Smith says, 
that in every state it has been a maxim of 
every wise government to avoid the dis- 
closure of the property of individuals ; and 
that author has repeated this opinion over 
and over, in various parts of his work; 
' making only one exception of a small aris 
tocratical state in Switzerland, where such 
© a mode was followed withouf any detri- 
mental consequences, Owing to its having 
notrade, It was far otherw.se in commer- 
F cial states, and that same author seemed to 
hint, that in his opinion, times of necessity 
'may occur, when the free states of Holland 
or England may be compelled to such a 
proceeding as that adopted by the states in 
Switzerland, to which he had alluded. A 
)Spanish author who wrote about 100 years 
ago, in speaking of the affairs of Spain at 
that tine, says, that in reyard to the con- 
}tribution then thought necessary to be ex- 
acted from merchants and traders, great 
lenderness was shewn in such delicate 
matters, lest injury might arise from expo- 
sure of their real circumstances. He 
should be glad to know, therefore, whether 
a British House of Commons at this day, 
wou d be less disposed to favour commerce 
than the Spanish grandees were a century 
ago. Instead of allowing any man’s in- 
come to be taxed by petty officers, the Spa- 
hish government desired the i .habitants to 
. snd assess themselves. Different. in- 
ceed, as the case now in question, and a 
niaterial alteration was necessary in the 
bill 4s it now stood. He was convinced in 
rehea cience, that the merchants of Lon- 
_ would rather pay a tax to double the 
Saekeu nee 
sentiments ade on Py wpe ls ge Realy ne 
authority of Adam S$) Sg wer: on ee 
ed in this Hoan mith, frequently quot- 
pbiects: whan “ye Hab great commercial 
particular tothe te ie convenience of 
authority. wi ers, who declined that 
' 7 when unfavourable to their pur- 
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, we should endeavour to make them as 
equal as possible. The hon, member, 
however, after having laid down those 
principles, appeared to have lost sight of 
them. He had by no means proved, that 
this tax was more unequal than any other 
he could devise. The hon. member ap- 
proved of raising a considerable part of the 
supplies within the year; but this by no 
means went to affect the other principle of 
laying on small taxes. The plan to be 
adopted must be that which the ¢ircum- 
stances of the country suggest; in some 
circumstances of the country, it might be 
quite the same thing, whether the people 
be called upon to pay one million in .one 
year, or ten milions in the space of ten 
years. But whether this tax be more un- 
equal than a tax upon consumption, he had 
to observe, that knowing it all along to be 
the object of Government in laying on 
taxes on consumption, that they might bear 
equally upon different classes of the com- 
munity, he conceived that one of those me- 
thods was quite as impartial as the other. 
In such cases it had been found expedient 
to tax one or two articles, while others 
were left unaffected. This might be sub- 
ject to many complaints of partiality from 
individuals. In the present, however, the 
tax was not laid on one or two articles, 
which would bear as equally as possible on 
all classes of the community. He would, 
however, admit, that the class of articles 
might be fully as unequal in its effects, yet 
he would call on that hon, gent. to prove 
that it is more unequal than any other 
which could be devised in the present 
situation of the country. The objections 
made against the bill, therefore, appeared 
to him not founded as against either its 
principles or application, but because it 
did not go nearer to that which might be 
stiled perfection. The hon, member had 
alluded to its pressure upon the laborious 
and industrious classes; this, however, was 
a principle never acknowledged by the 
legislature of this country. It was one in- 
consistent with the old train of taxation on 
society; it was not acknowledged in the 
land tax, nor in any parish or poor rate; 
these have been all along laid on the land ; 
but comparing all the rates of taxation, as 
they respectively bore on the different 
classes of society, and admitting the full 
statement of each, he could not think, that 
under all circunistances, they bore more 
severely on one class than op another. He 
fully admitted, that equality im the bur- 
thens of taxation was the duty of Govern- 
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vinced was in perfect conformity to the 
mwewp e. 

Mr. Hilliard was perfectly in fayour 
of the present bill, and was convinced that 
@ principal part of the edium of the former 
tax arose from the manner in which many 
of the principal clauses were framed. 

Mr. Erskine was of opinion that ow 
particular situaiion must suggest the mea- 
sures of our conduct; and, though far from 
Wishing to see an income tax re-establish- 
ed, as an ordinary mode of taxation, unless 
in times of very great difficulty indeed, yet 
he was ready to say, he thought this was 
not the time for debating such matters. 
The country was in a great and awful cri- 
sis; but he did not say this with a view to 
dismay the national feeling. The enemy 
had but two modes by which to accom- 
plish their most sanguine expectation for 
the invasion of this country: the one by 
pouring in their population. If they do so, 
he was convinced they would have their 
schemes thwarted; if they be allowed to 
invade us at all, it must be owing to our 
not evincing sufficient spirit. Even ten 
thousand people firmly resolving to defend 
their country, would give a feature of na- 
tional spirit sufficient to convince the ene- 
my of the rashness of his views, and the 
invulnerability of this country. He appre- 
hended that another hope of the enemy 
was to exhaust our finances, by allowing 
us to go on with the funding system to 
carry on the war, which the enemy ima- 
gined would terminate in exciting discon- 
terts amongst the people of this country, 
and consequently excite disunion. He 
theref re thought that the rich should make 
up their minds to suffer great privations at 
this moment; as the more we disappoint 
the hopes of those who wish to disunite the 
people of this country, the stronger will be 
our means of defence. He by no means 
assented to the principle of this bill as a 
permanent mode of taxation, but merely 
as a means of providing against present dan- 
ger; and he trusted the country would 
cheerfully acquiesce, and bury all differences 
of opinion on the subject. His own income, 
he said, was not worih two years purchase ; 
it was earned, he would say, by the most 
ardaous exertions of mind and person; but 
these considerations weighed nothing in his 

mind against the fairness of the impost ; 
and his wish was, to shew the enemy that 
we disdained private considerations, and 
peltry disputes, whether one man should 
pay (wo or three guineas more than another 
when his country was at stake. This was, 
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rich to come forward, and shew an exam 
ple ; and the more unanimous the coun 
appeared, the better for the security of +! 
nation. No man was more sincerely dis. 
posed than he was to peace ;- and his prip. 
ciple was, to be cautious of entering into a 
quarrel: but that being inevitable, let our 
enemy be convinced that we were prepared 
to prosecute it with ability, energy, and 
effect. 

Mr. /Veston was decidedly against the 
principle of *the income tax, as peculia 
oppressive upon the commercial interes 
and contrary to the usual and constitutional 
principles of taxation in this country. He 
concluded by moving, “ That the speaker 
do leave the chair.” 

Sir Thomas Metcalf said, that it had bern 
almost universally acknowledged, that | 
income tax primta_ facie, was the best in prin- 
ciple that ever had been devised ; and tic 
reason why it was not productive to the full 
extent originally proposed, was the disho- 
nesty of many of the parties upon whom it 
was imposed, and not from any miscalculs- 
tion of its just extent. As a war tax, be 
highly approved of it; and thought that its 
revival would be a security to the county. 
Whether a tax upon funded, landed, ot 
professional income, he thought it a sequel 
of the late income tax, and therefore ap- 
proved it; and with respect to disclosures, 
if instead of looking to the income of the 
present year, thar of the last year was TF 
sorted to, he was inclined to believe it 
would be ten times more productive thaa 
formerly. a 

The Speaker then left the chair, and th¢ 
House resolved itself into a Commuttce 08 
the bill, a ae 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
the object of this Committee was fo conjo's 
the provisions of the income and song! 
tax bills in one bill; then to have ool 
so conjoined reprinted and distributed % 
mongst the members. For this purpose 








in his mind, the arduous moment for the 





hoped the bill would be printed by Fridss, 
so as to allow time enough to prepare?” 
bers for its full discussion on Monday ; »* 
if not printed by that day, as he expect” 
then to be taken nto consideration ¢ a OO 
day. However, on this point he veo 
prepared to inform the House - gg toll 
and if he should not then fee! 1 eid 
to make any motion, it would be — 
stood that the discussion was to take | 
on Monday. end the 

The House was then resumed, <r 
réport ordered to be taken into con" 
tion on Monday. 
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‘MipitrA PAY BILL.]—The order of the 


; 


day being read for taking into consideration 
the militia pay bill, in Great-Britain, for the 
year 1803. 

‘The Secretary at War proposed an amend- 
ment, to increase the pay of adjutants from 
U3, to Ss. 

Mr. Bastard said, that the pay of adju- 
tants under the present bill, was on a worse 
footing than during the last war, when they 
were allowed 3s. Od, military days, besides 
tleir regular pay of 6s, and proposed raising 
their pay to 7S. 

The Secretary at War said, the pay of ad- 
jutants in the militia was the same as in the 
infantry of the line, He had no particular 
objection to the hon. gentleman's amend- 
ment, but it could not be discussed in the 
present slage of the business. The report to 
be received next day. 








HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, July 0. 


(Minutes.]—The royal assent was given 
by commission to the English and Scotch 
army of reserve bills, and to one private bill. 
~Lhe Scotch militia families’ bill was read 
a third time and passed. 


(Crercy Brrt.]——Upon the motion 
for the third reading of the clergy bill, 
Lord Suffolk; according to the inten- 
tons which he had intimated before, stated 
sentiments respecting the bill in ques- 
tion. He did not intend to oppose the bill, 
hor to enter into it now so fully as if he had 
en allowed to discuss its merits when it 
committed. Some bill to this purpose 


—- 


Mot pass, as the period of suspending ac- 
Hons { rought against the clergy for non-re- 
: ‘ence had now very nearly elapsed. He 
te oon imtimated his objections to the 
. » Which were, that it did not go to what 
|! Oprnon was the most essential of al! 
ie reer could be comprehended in it, 
ha sal naking some adequate provision for 
“© Wucrtor clergy, He had before stated 


S opitiion that no clergyman ought to have 
tele. 1001, perannum. This the pre- 
~ situation of the country could well af- 
be Ww hes a! It was not too large a pro- 
ok ck BPR pases who had received a libe- 
that be hg Wouearede teen as tee 
gentleman He tb up the appearance of a 
Upon slight sith ren before stated, and not 
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of the last consequence to religion and mo- 
rality, that the clergymen of the country 
should be enabled to maintain their respec- 
tabiliry in the cyes of their parishioners. 
Some time ago, in alluding to this subject, he 
had mentioned an instance of the degraded 
situaticn to which a clergyman, in a certain 
part of the kingdom, which he had acciden- 
tally visited, had been reduced by the small- 
ness of his incom He again alluded to it, 
both as illustrative of his argument, and that 
he might have an opportunity of correcting 
a mistake which had been committed by the 
public papers in their account of what he 
had said when treating this subject on the 
occasion alluded tg. The public prints had 
stated him to have said at that time thatthe 
clergyman, to whose situation he had called 
the attention of the House, possessed 40 '§ 
ayear. With the sum of 40l. a year, a 
clergyman in that part of the country, and 
at the time to which he alluded, which was 
3¢ yearsago, might have made a very re- 
spectable appearance, and maintained his fa» 
mily with some comfort, But ihe clergyman 
in question, who maintained himself by keep- 
ing a public house, and fiddling to his pa 
rishioners, had only 14!.a year. fe be- 
fore mentioned a plan by which the livings 
of the inferior clergy might be rendered 
more comfortable. The first fruits and 
tenths had done a great deal; but in the 
manner in which they were at present col- 
lected, they fell far short of what they ought 
to perform. Instead of a nominal firse truic 
and tenth, he would advise the collecting of 
a real first fruit and tenth. This was surely 
not too msch for dignitaries, and those cler- 
gymen who had rich livings, to do for the 
inferior clergy. Tohe firsc fruits and tenths, 
as at present collected, did not amount to 
more than 1¢ or 16,ocol. a year; burt if 
real'y and properly collected, would, he was 
assured, by a very moderate calculation, 
amount to 60 or 70,0001. a year. Perhaps 
they might amount to more, but he wished 
to keep within bounds. From the paymert 
of these first fruits and tenths he would ex- 
empt, not only the curates and clergymen 
with poor livings, but all those whose in- 
comes did not amount to 2001. a year. Let 
the first fruits and tenths be tully levied 
from those whose incomes were above that 
sum, and if properly applied, they migke 
afford a more adequate relief to the inferior 
clergy. This would, in his opinion, not only 
afford the requisite remedy at present, but 
might leave a very considerable surplus. 
This surplus might be applied to the pur- 
chase of glebes, tor those who had nota suf- 
ficient one, to prevent the necessity of taking 
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an additional farm. And if a farther sur- 
lus remained, which was extremely proba- 
Ble, he wou d advise that it should be form- 
ed into a sort of sinking fund, and thus the 
livings of the clergy might be made to keep 
pace with the improvement of the landed 
property, and indeed would be a security for 
them, whatever might be the fate of agri- 
culture. It was the neglect and poverty 
which the inferior clergy had endured in 
France, as he had formerly stated, that in a 
reat measure had occasioned the revolution 
in that country. A committee of Bishops 
had been there appointed to examine into 
that grievance, but instead of turning their 
attention to the subject for which they had 
been appointed, they treated the case of the 
lower classes of the clergy, many of whom 
had not above 12]. a year, with neglect, 
and only resolved, that the livings of the 
poorer bishops ought in the first place to be 
augmented. He was sure that the right 
reverend bench opposite to him would not 
have acted thus; and he again assured them 
that he never had any intention to affirm, 
that such in a similar situation would have 
been their conduct. This assurance he had 
been obliged to give on a foriner occasion, 
as he had in that respect been misrepresent~ 
ed by one of the public papers. There was 
another reason why he wished to call their 
lordships’ attention to this subjecte He un- 
derstood that a bill was about to te intro- 
duced into the ether House, by which the 
statute of Mortmain was in some degree to 
be repealed. He strongly depreeated that 
measure. The statute of Mortmain, he was 
convinced, was the best that eyer was made 
in this country. To abolish it would be 
attended with the most pernicious conse- 
quences. He therefore took this opportu- 
nity of expressing his strongest opposition 
to the billin question. If it was such as he 
apprehended, it was the most objectionable 
measure which could well be brought for: 
ward. 
Here the Bishop of St. Asaph called the 
noble lord to order, saying that was an im- 
roper time to debate a bill, upon which the 
ease would very gladly hear the noble 
lord’s sentiments when it came before their 
lordships. 
Lord Suffolk proceeded, and confessed that 
he might be somewhat.out of order; but it 
was now late in the session. He wished to 


go down to the country to perform what he 


thought a most important duty, viz. to ex- 
cite his tenants and ncighbours to an exer- 
tion of that spirit, without which the attacks 
of our enemies could hardly be resisted, and 
she country Would ben the greatest danger, | 
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He, consequently, would not, probably, be 
in town when the bill in question reached 
that House; and it was upon that acecyot 
he wished to state his sentiments on the sud. 
ject. He would now, however, proceed to 
another point in the bill before them. He 
certainty was averse to a clergyman degra- 
ding himself to the rank of a mere farmer, 
He did not wish to enter vpon that point, 
particularly as, he confessed, he was not fu ly 
master of the subject, His lordship thea 
adverted at considerable length to the sub. 
ject of tythes, and strongly reprobated the 
practice of paying tythes in kind. It was 
certainly not a thing required by the Chris 
tian religion. It was a Mosaic institution, 
and not, he apprehended, a Testament one. 
This might in the end turn out of the most 
pernicious consequence. What would the 
effect be of having so much property totally 
in the power of the Crown? What had been 
the effects of it in Roman Catholic times? 
These effects he might be told were not now 
likely to, be produced. He did not know, 
however, at it was difficult to say, what 
might happen. It was, besides, of a most 
pernicious tendency to agriculture. His 
lordship then informed the House of a fac’, 
which he had from his own steward. He 


himself being a considerable lay proprictot, 


had sent his steward to let those lands which 
paid tythes in kind, and asked him what he 
had received for them? ‘* A guinea an 
acre’? was the answer. “ A guinea an 
acre >”? * Yes! the lands are good and the 
crops abundant!” He asked no more ar 
tions, as this completely satisfied him. : 
friend of his in Herefordshire, who was pos 
sessed of considerable property there, upon 
inquiry, told him, that he let 3001. 4 ~~ 
worth of such lands at 11. per acre, 4” 
even of this, after the payment of his tythes, 
very little remained with him. This “ue 
try ought to consider that France was ot 
become an agricultural country ; — . 
that military despotism, the farmers h 
joyed a considerable degree of protect: 
Some friends of his who had seen that cout ' 
try lately, had as.ured him, omer oomghtal 
tion, that the state of agriculture t of 
very respectable. This country ha oe 
stated, and perhaps truly, the most “il : 
ed in its agriculture of any state in 50 aes 
Unless encouragement was given in 
most important branch of economy, nom 
might in that respect acquire the sup 
ty; and then not all our commerce 00 
save us. Commerce ought to have ag . 
ture for its basis. Whenever the contest 
between an agricultural and ayo 
country, the commercial would most 
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ty be beaten. His lordship then adverted 
to the state of Ireland in this respect. He 
recommended that instant measures ought 
to be taken to redress the grievances 1 that 
quarter. This was of the utmost importance 
in a period like the present. The country 
would otherwise be in the utmost danger. 
He concluded by requesting that their lord- 
ships would take these points into their con- 
sideration; and repeated, that unless a pro- 

er attention were paid to them, the country 
would be in the utmost danger. 

The Lord Chancellor rose, and briefly ad- 
yerted to what had fallen from the last 
speaker with respect totythes. The other 
part was totally out of order. He did not 
wish toenter into the subject at any length. 
His lordship (Suffolk) was a lay-proprietor. 
He would inform him, that upon the prin- 
ciples which he had stated, if put in prac- 
tice, he could not long call his estate his 
own. 

Lord Suffolk explained. 

lord Limerick said, that he did not mean 
to enter upon the discussion started by the 
noble lord. But as Ireland had been men- 
toned, he would put it to the noble lord’s 
good sense, whether it was proper at a time 
like the present, to send abroad with the 
sanction ot his authority, which justly stood 
high, sentiments putting the Irish in mind, 
tam they had grievances to complain of, 
When it was too late in the session, just now 
to lave these grievances redressed. His 
lordship might do a good deal of injury by 
“uring up commotions among a people, 
certainly of rather a turbulent disposition. 
ae : Bishop of St. Asaph only rose to say, 
- ha payment of tythes in kind could 

injurious to agriculture, as it would 
— same thing, as far as respected the 
ae — of land, whether the proprietor 
ayman or aclergyman. This was 
iy by the flourishing state of those 
7 ~ paid tythes in kind. One half of 
inde at was, besides, in all cases, in the 
the oilies tole proprietor, and two-thirds of 
as nee alf, when lands were let out on 
» Ocionged to the lessee. 


ne bill was then read a third time and 
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effect the purposes of Queen Anne’s bounty 
act, was read a second time, and committed 
for next day. The Attorney General 
moved, for leave to bring in a bill for the 
protection of black game in the New Fores’, 
in the county of Southampton, by post- 
poning the commencement of shooting from 
the Ist of August to the 1st of September, 
and other rcgulations.—Leave given. —— 





Mr. Tierney presented a petition from the 


debtors confined in the Fleet Prison, praying 
relief. Ordered to be laid upon the table.— 
The Attorney Genera! brought up the New 
Forest game bill—read a first time; ordered 
to be read a second time the next day. 
Mr. Alexander reported the resolutions 
agreed to in the Committee of Supply, eme 
powering the Lord Lieutenant to increase 
the bounty for raising the additional military 
force in Ireland; and also the resolution, 
that it be aa instruction to the Committee 
on the Irish army defence bill, to tnake pro- 
vision for said resolutions in said bill. ~—~ Sir 
William Pulteney obtained leave to bring in 
a bill for erecting a beacon upon the Bell 
Rock, upon the North-East coast of Scot- 
land, 





(Mart Durtties.]—Col. Hutchinson said, 
he had lately made some objections to the 
malt dutier, with respect to their operation 
upon the Irish manufacture, The answer 
he had received was, that though the advan- 
tage was now in favour of the English dis- 
tiller, the Irish distiller would have a core 
responding advantage at the end of the war. 
There were two gentlemen in town who re- 
present the Irish distilleries, and they were 
of opinion that the answer was not satisfac- 
tory, as the advantage was contingent, 
whereas the loss was present and certain. It 
was therefore his intention to move for a re- 
turn of the stock here on hand, with a view 
to make it the foundation of. some measure 
for the compensation of the Irish distiller at 
a future day. In taking this course, his 
conduct was directed by his judgment. He 
neither canvassed the approbaiton, nor de- 
precated the censure of any man. The hon, 
member concluded with moving, ‘* That 
there be laid before the House an acconnt of 
the quantity of the stock in hand of home- 
made spiri's of English gross distillers upon 
the 14th of June.” 

Mr. Vansittart said, the motion, if carried, 
would ndt answer the object, as there wes @ 
large quantity in the hands of dealers as 
well as of distillers. 

Sir Lawrence Parsons was convinced-that 
the present mode did not interfere with the 
articles of union. The Irish distiller was 
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only placed in the situation of an English 
distiller, who happens to have no stock on 
hand. The only mode of carrying the act 
into effect would be letting the countervail- 
ing duty take effect upon the same day as 
the internal duty. He did not think there 
was any foundation for the opinion enter- 
tained by the hon. Colonel. 

Col. Hutchinson then withdrew his motion, 
and proposed another to the same ettcct, only 
substituting sth Jnly for sth June. 

Mr. V ansittart said, the same objections 
applied to this as to the former motion. 

Co}. Lutchinson withdrew it, and moved, 
—* That an account be laid before the 
House of the probable amount of home- 
made spirits permitted for home distillers, 
from the 14th June to the sth July.” 
Agreed to. 


[Miritra SurGeons.}]—On the report of 
the resolutions relating to the pay and cloath- 
ing of the militia being brought up, 

Sir WV. Elford said, he had been in hopes, 
that some provision would have been made 
tor the surgeons of the militia. It was cer- 
tainly right that the regiments of militia, 
considering the sort of service they were most 
hkely to undergo, should have the same as- 
sistance from regular bred professional per- 
sons as the regulars; but, at present, the en- 
couragement in the former department was 
such, as to offer no temptation, except to 
raw and inexperienced young men, who might 
be under some difficulty to find any other 
mode of employment. By the regulations 
now in being, militia surgeons, in time of 
peace, must have been thirty years in the 
service, before they could be entitled to the 
small provision of 3s..per day, which the 
House must be sensible was extremely ina- 
dequate to the expectations, and just preten- 
sions, of experienced professional men; and 
from some calculations he had seen, it would 
appear, that should the present war continue 
for even five years longer, there were but a 
very few surgeons of militia, who could be 
entitled to the scanty provisivuns made by the 
act of parliament. He was not, he said, pro- 
vided with any motion on this subject, but 
threw out these few observations for the con- 
sideration of his Majesty's ministers. No 
answer was made, and the resolutions having 
been agreed to, the bill was ordered to be 
read a third (ime the next day. 





fAxRMy or Reserve. |—The order of the 
day being read for the second readivg of the 
. >. el . 9 
Jrish additional force bill. 
General Gascoyne rose, he said, with very 
Great reluctance, to trespass once more upou 
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the indulgence of the House, by a few ob. 
servations upon a subject which had already 
been so fully discussed on a former night, 
namely, the situation in which these coup. 
tries stand, with respect to the danger of th 
threatened invasion, and the means of ou; 
defence. On this subject a very consider. 
able impression had been made upon the 
minds of many gent. in that House, and had 
very serious efiects without doors upon the 
funds, and the monied and commercial jnte- 


tendency had fallen from such high autho- 
rity, as that of a right hon. gent. near him 
(Mr. Windham), and that of an hon. colo- 
nel near him, ef high military experience, 
and well known to the powers of Europe, 
and also from several other gent. of high mi- 
litary experience. His purpose for ris 

that day, was to do away those impressions, 
for which he really felt no serious gto inds, 
notwithstanding all the menaces of the ene- 
my, and his display of preparations to invace 
this country. It must be in the recollect 

of every gent. who heard him, that in 1798, 
the menaces of French invasion were to t) 

full as loud, and talked of with as much alarm 
as at the present moment; that a French 
army was assembled upon the opposite _— 
avowedly for the purpose, and assuming {0 
itself the pompous and daring appellation . 
« The Army of England ;” but it mast be 
also recollected, that in the course of 4 few 
months, this army was withdrawn, and : C 
next thing heard of it was from the sho’ 
of Africa, on its way to Egypt, where | wes 
finally destroyed, or taken by the real Army 
of England, whose name it had audacious) 
usurped. Was it not therefore to 1 hes “ 
likely, that the army now exceeblee 
the opposite coasrs, though avowedly ¢ the 
ed for the invasion of this country, was Te*) 
intended for some other design; opens 
for the recapture of Egypt, hich on 

parté had avowed to be his favourite aes ‘ 
and one of which he never would lose agi 
or, possibly, for an attack aguitnt Ont Pre: 
sions in the East or West Indies? If, the if 
fore, we continue to retain the whole 0! 88 
force, to stand upon a mere defensive the 
at home, without any attempt to ee 
enemy in his vulnerable points, OF ap ais 
to meet his designs in other quarters, O°" 

nances would be exhausted, ip — 
to support so tardy and inactive 4 or shat 
An hon. gent. formeriy a member a 
House, but now no more, had eed by 
ed his surprise at the noveliics prec of tbe 
the French: revolution in the course” 





at id at (ais 
war; but what would he have 84 





rests of the country; nor was it matter of 
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‘ 


1y. had he lived to have seen such an extra- 
ordinary novelty as this country, possessed as 
was of such a formidable navy, flushed 
with victories, and so ably manned and ap- 
opinted for ovr defence; with a disciplined 
ae of 20,000 troops of the line within our 
country, besides 70,000 militia, well armed 
disciplined, and so numerous a body of 
volunteers, also well disciplined, exclusive of 
the 50,000 men to be raised under those bills, 
alarmed at the menaces of an invasion from 
an enemy who has no navy she dare send to 


oles 
7 


: without a mortal certainty of finding their 
way into British ports, instead of ever re- 
turning to France? Fr his own part, he 
thought the apprehension of invasion from 
such an enemy almost ridiculous; and that 
instead of standing upon the defensive, we 
ought to fill up the regiments of the line with 
the men to be raised, to the number of 1200 
or 1300 men to a regiment, as at once the 
best mode of accelerating their discipline, 

f being prep ired to strike an effectual 
blow, whenever and wherever opportunity 
snould offer. Much had been said of the 
disadvantages attendant on imperfect disci- 
pine; he was ready to admit the importance 
ct good discipline, but he by no means 
thought it so difficult to be acquired, to fit 
troops for action. He remembered in the 
last war three regiments brigaded for conti- 
nental service, who, the ve ry day after they 
were joined by a body of 450-recruits in their 
co\oared clothes, marched to attack Pichegru ; 
end those brave fellows fought with as much 


tea 


auiness and gallantry as any men in their 
Corps. Considering the powerful manner in 
“ich our Davy was manned; considering 
‘Net the garrisons of Gibraltar and Malta had 
‘considerable number of troops more than 
‘ey required, he was confident that a body 
* ¥0,000 men could, with great propriety, 
| * spared for offensive operations, and they 
“138 to be kept ready embarked, to seize on 
sete. PS ric for a masterly blow, 
ne ‘deen nfining the country to a ruinous 
ad Ppt fhe of defensive war, which 
ae tc our resources to no manner of 
cee ‘ith respect to the menace of 
‘ie J ?Vaston, there was nothing new in 
Project towards this country, thaugh 
Petron rtainly something extremely new 
Und the Raaae proposed for carrying it on. 
bens AS of the House of Bourbon, 

een ae, frequently threatened: it had 
b ene on ede their wars with England. 
hen ‘the 1¢ zenith of their power, and 
Y possessed powerful fleets, they 


ita 7 
’ . 


u ‘ver d , : 
ce od tree venture; much less did they suc- 
hven in theese heir, menaces into effect. 


i the reiga of Louis XIV. when they 
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might have looked for the aid of a strong 
party in this country (the adherents of the 
abdicated House of the Stuarts), a force was 
prepared on the coast of France, more than 
once, for the purpose of invading this coun- 
try, and at one time they would have carried 
this purpose into effect, had it not been for 
the signal victory obtained by the gallant 
Admiral Ressel. But if in the proudest days 
of the French navy such a project was im- 
practicable, where was the probability that 
it could succeed when L'rance has no navy 
that wé should not take or destroy, so soon 
as they dare venture to sea? Nothing could 
excuse the unfounded apprehensions that 
had operated to alarm and dismay any por- 
tion of the community; but having familia- 
rized themselves with imaginary terrors, they 
had not the fortitude to discard them on re- 
fiection. But to suppose that a project im- 
practicable when Fiance had a powerfal 
navy, would now be attempted with success, 
in open boats, was too ridiculous a ground 
of alarm. What would our ancestors say of 
such apprehensions? or would they have 
supposed their posterity would in the proud - 
est era of their naval strength, have indulged 
such silly tears? He desired to ask any mili- 
tary man, if a broad river, instead of a sea, 
divided the countries, and that the enemy 
were to attempt crossing it in the face of an 
army possessed of every strong ho!d upon the 
whole opposite line, while he was obliged to 
leave behind him all his cavalry and artillery, 
what would be bis chance of success? and 
such must be the situation of the Frewch 
army attempting an expedition in open 
boats. Was it probable that the ambition 
of Buonaparté would prompt him to such an 
attempt upon this country, where he would 
meet an enemy in every tree—for whererer 
there was a tree, he would be sure to find an 
Englishman behind it (a laugh.) —But suppo- 
sing them to have boats enough for such an 
expedition, how could they assemble on their 
coasts in a coliective fleet, while our frigates 
were constantly looking even into the re- 
cesses of their harbours, and prepared to de« 
stroy their force wherever 1t was collecting? 
And even if this were not the case, their 
voyage, to reach our shores, must have the 
concurrence of singularly favourable circum 
stances. ‘l'hey must have an unruffied sea, 
a fair wind, a dark night succeeded by a fog 
next day, and our frigates must jhave aban« 
doned their stations and returned into har« 
bour, to suffer such an expedition to ap- 
proach our shores unmolested. It was, how~ 
ever, ridiculous to suppose any open boat 
would venture on such an attempt, while 
our frigates were able to. keep the sea; so 
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that, mad as the present ruler of France may 
be, and desperate and insatiable as his ambi 
tion evidently is, he canrfot be supposed mad 
enough to proceed upon a project, where 
himself has acknowledged the risk of de- 
struction to be as one hundred to one against 
him; and while we can look with such 
confidence to so powerful and gallant an 
army and navy, we may laugh at his me. 
naces, It has been said, that we might be 
approached by three divisions. He did not 
profess to be a calculator, but if it was one 
hundred to one that one expedition could 
not succeed, it was three hundre“ to one that 
three could not succeed (a laugh). And he 
wished to ask any naval officer, if there was 
the slightest probability of such a concur- 
rence of circumstances—now even that the 
é,uinoctial gales (a langh) were approaching 
—for such an expedition to approach our 
shores, without meeting destruction? Be- 
side, as he before remarked, without cavalry 
(which he never heard it was intended they 
should bring) and artillery, on which they so 
much relicd, and which they must leave be- 
hind, their attempt must be unsuccessful, 
even if they were permitted to land: so that 
the attempt must be the very acme of folly, 
rashoess, and frenzy. Much, however, as he 
ridiculed the menace, be by no means wished 
to throw the country off its guard, or to slack- 
€0 its exertions for security. He wished that 
a most formidable force might be constantly 
Kept up, and one ready embarked, prepared 
to sirike a blow, which would encourage the 
enslaved and outraged powers of Europe to 
rouse from their humiliation and debasement, 
and throw off the French yoke; and he 
doubted not, that the oppressed and insulted 
people of Swisserland, Batavia, and Italy, the 
moment they should see any chance of suc- 
cess, would be up to a man, for the purpose 
of regaining their liberty and independence. 
If there ever was a period during the late 
war, at which there was real cause to appre- 
hend the successful invasion of these islands, 
it was at the period of tHe rebellion in Ire- 
land, which would never have occurred, but 
for French promises of ample succours to 
the disaffected. But the deluded people of 
that country had experience enough of Gal- 
lic faith, and its consequences, to trust them 
again. Nor could he thiok it possible, after 
all that was so notorious of the enslavement 
of the countries of Europe where the per- 
fidious French found footing, that the de- 
Juded people of Ireland could be at this day 
80 besorted, as to be desirous of exchanging 
the invaluable blessings of a British consti- 
tution, to become the slaves of France, who, 
instead of friends at this dy, would meet in 
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enemies. He could not call to mind any jp. 
stance furnished by history, of a formidable 
invasion, which was not marked under the 
pretext of redressing some wrong, or re. 
storing some monarch or family, which might 
be said to havea title tothe throne. There 
were no pretensions of that kind to be set up 
now, and the enemy would now find in 4]| 
directions, only swarms of people ready and 
willing to meet them in the field, It had 
been said, that the object of the enemy, after 
landing, would be to push for the capital; 
but the example of history would shew, that 
it was always the policy of invaders to avoid 
the capital of acountry. That was the po- 
licy of William the Conqueror, and the 
brave host under his command, though he 
set up some pretensions to.the crown, which 
was recognized by many. After the battle 
of Hastings, instead of proceeding imme- 
diately to London, he took up his post and 
erected his citadel within nine miles of the 
coast of Essex, in a position which enabled 
him to awe the metropolis. But supposing 
it practicable for an enemy even to gain pos- 
session of the metropolis of England, he 
would not despair, as there would still re- 
main a great dea] more to fight for. He 
then apologized to the House for detaining 
it at such length, and declared his main ob- 
ject to be, that of doing away erroneous im- 
pressions, and to express his opinion, that 
the attempts at invasion would prove to be 
impracticable. Though some despondency 
had been excited by the declarations made 
within these walls on the subject, yet he was 
glad the spirit of the country was roused. He 
thanked his right hon. friend near him (Mr. 
Windham) for having roused that spirit; 
and he thanked his Majesty's ministers for 
the vigour they had manifested in disposing 
the resources, and arraying the strength ot 
the country ; and convinced he was, thal be- 
side the force of the country already 19 arms, 
the moment that real danger should approach 
our shores, ora foreign foe set foot upon this 
island, there was not a man within or withe 
out those walls, that would not fly to sage 
scorning to avail himself of any plea 0 
exemption from the defence of his country: 
General Loftus said, upon the fullest a 
sideration, he saw no cause for alarm ; ble 
though certainly the enemy had Pot am 
generals, and veteran troops used to “ ” 
in open countries, yet should they be 4 
land a force in this inclosed country, Abe 
whole nature of military operations WoO” 
changed; as every lane, ditch, Mee eit 
wall would present a strong 





annoyance and destruction. - 
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chat an army of forty thousand men should 


land ——riere 
+ Robert Buxton rose, and moved the 


ath ’ 


. order of the Hovse, for clearing the 
overs, Which was immediately 
4 


gtancihat 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 7.' 
[Minures. }—The royal assent was given, 
to Foote’s divorce bill, and 





by commission 
\ \ i io ) 
to the army of reserve bill. -Several bills 
vere brought up from the Commons, among 
wich were the Trish import and export bill, 
he Scotch militia families bill returned, and 
the Irish army of reserve bill, ——-The south- 
y 


ern whale fishery bill, the Irish workmen 
combination bill, and the Irish promissory 
» bill, were rea@a third time and 
passed. —— On the motion of the Duke of 
Norfolk, the consideration of the claims to 
: Peerages of Zouch and Ross were, after 
a short conversation between the noble Duke 

ithe Earl of Rosslyn, postponed till next 
session of Parliament. Lord Moira pre- 
sented a petition from 15,000 people of 
Gloucestershire, against the woollen manu- 
facturers bill. —Lord Harrowby (for- 
merly Dudley Ryder) took the oaths and his 














HOUSE OF 


Thursday, Ju ly rf 


COMMONS. 


_ the New Forest black game preservation 
Kl Was read a second time.——Mr. 1. H. 
owue obtained leave to bring in a bill for 
s'0uog 20.0001, for building a navigable 
“inal inthe Highlands of Scotland.——Irish 
‘hy of reserve bill agreed to, and ordered 
= ue taken to the Lords.—-—An account of 
Proitis and losses on the sales of the East 
“hc'a Company to the Ist of March, 1803, 
nei for and agreed to.—Sir R. Bux- 
— ved for an account of the returns of 
__* Ratber of prisoners confined in his Ma- 
Aa) co ti of Great Britain and Wales. 
: eae Irish ‘J reasury bill’s bill read 
tian t Pg Pig, Irish revenue regola- 
militia " cus trish militia pay bill, the Irish 
dock bill jutants bill, and the East India 
prey were read a third time and passed. 
sh a cuonies brought up. the report of 
be bill — Exchequer bills bill.—— 
to. the isi allowing the exportaticn of grain 
islands of Jersey, Guernsey, and Alder- 


Ley, Was read . . ‘ _ 
Vote first time; as was also a bill 
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| for allowing Portugal wines to be landed and 


a 














warehoused, duty free, for a time to be li- 
mited.— —The friendly society relief bill was 
read a second time, 


{WATERFORD ELECTION COMMITTEE. } 
—.-Sir Lawrence Dundas made a report 
from the Waterford election Committee, 
stating, that there were a great numberof 
voluminous documents, necessary to be mi- 
nutely examined both by the counsel and 
members of the Committee, and at the ex- 


press desire of both, the parties interested 


applied to the House for leave to adjourn tll 
the 25th of August, which, after some fur- 
ther conversation, was agreed to, 

The Speaker said, he considered itas a part 
of his duty to state to the House, that by the 
letter of the act of Parliament an election 
Committee was not empowered, without the 
special leave of the House, and for satisfac- 
tory reasons given, to adjourn for more than 
twenty-four hours. ‘There were several in- 
stances however, in which the House acted 
more on the spirit than the letter of the bill, 
when there were good and special reasons as- 
signed. The Committee on the Westminster 
election, forexample, wereallowed to adjourn 
for five or six days; that on the Worcester 
election fora fortnight ; and the same indul- 
gence was granted to the Committee on the 
Kast Grimsby election for four or five days. 
The House would of course recollect, that 
the present report assigned very good rea- 
sons, but the extent of the adjournment re- 
quested was unprecedented, and very proba- 
bly the Parliament might not be sitting so 
late as the 25th of August. 

Mr, Lee considered the motion to be of 
considerable consequence. ‘Ihe necessity of 
an adjournment le believed to be universally 
admitted; and the more so, as it was made 
at the request of the parties interested. The 
motion, however, was, in its present shape, 
liable to very strong objections. ‘Lhe dith- 
culty which suggested itself to him was, that 
as by the act of Parliament, Committees 
could not adjourn for more than twenty-four 
hours, unless Sundays or Christiwas-day ic- 
tervened, those members of it could makc 
no application to the House for the purpose 
of extending its adjournment, however ne- 
cessary, as it would have no discretion unless 
sitting at the same time. He did not see 
how, if the House was.ready to extend tieir 
adjournment to the 25th of August, they. 
might not with greater propriety extend. it 
still farther to the time when it could .be 
ascertained that the House would be actually 


sitting. | ' 
Mt. Bragge suggested the propriety ofiex- 
* D 
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tending the adjournment to Sept., if the [ proportion of men to be raised by the cj, 

25th of August should not be deemed long j| of London for the Army of Reserve, by ay, oe 
enough; but perhaps it might be better, in | means adequate to the number which qi: ie 
this case, to pass a short bill, as had been | have been looked for by so opulent and wer, 
done before, to dispense with the provisions | populous a city. By what he learnt fiom o 
of the act of Parliament, in this particular the public prints, no more than $00 me, 

instance. were intended, which was surely a y< 


The Speaker said, that toties quoties the | inadequate force. Fight hundred men w , 
necessity of adjournments was made out, | no more in the present crisis, than a dr ore 
Parliament had a right to exercise its discre- | water in the ocean, considering the weal B Oner 
tion in granting permission; but, that it | and population of London, and considering 


never recognized the power of a Com- | the great interest it had at stake in the con. | b 


mittee to adjourn by its own authority for | test. The city of London would undoulx. ‘a 
more than 24 hoers, or assembling on the | edly be a great object, it should take the Poof Re 
first day after the meeting of the House. lead, and give the tone to all the other P be R 

Sir L. Dundas pressed the adoption of the places, instead of being behind most others. i 
adjournment, for which sufficient reasons | His lordship contrasted it with the conduct miter 
were assigned in the report of the Com- | of the city of Paris, when the Austrians and - 
mittee. Prussians entered France; on that occasion, Bart « 





Mr. Lee said, he did not deny the pro- | eventhe women stood forward and assisied 
priety of an adjournment, but declared his | im forming the fortifications, What h 











opinion of the Grenville act to be such, that | thought the proportion of men that Londen B the ut 
he wished the letter of it to be construed | ought to furnish, under the present circum- The 
more strictly than that of any other on the | stances, would be 2000 at least, half the 0 hes 
statute book. y oficers to be appointed by the city, anc lord 
Mr. Bragge declared, that all he had | halt by the Crown, and the appointment o! ob 
heard only confirmed him in the opinion, | the commander of them should remain with to be ; 
that the best remedy would be found in a | bis Majesty. He could not help censuring B lhe « 
special bill for this particular object. | the apathy of the city, on so urgent an oc- said, 
casion; and what he had said were his rea: hitant: 
= = sentiments, gnd he wished the considera- vupple 


tions should go forth to the city, who ougit, 
as it appeared to him, to consider the gre. 

stake they had in the way, and consequci- 
ore 6 , slat > en ] 2 pa .ere , 4 yf iolding 
The bills on the table | ly should have felt the necessity © hol ? 
Mr outa more patriotic example to the rest ¢! 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Friday, July 8. 
(Mrxvures.] 
were forwarded a stage each. Me 
Alexander brought up from the Commons, the kingdom. 


a ee 

















and presented, the militia adjutants’ and The Earl of Moira said, his noble iriend 7 [Mi 
Serjeant majors’ bill, the militia pay and conceived a mos eeronmagy idea of the one Cue f 
cloathing bill, the London port bill, and the | timents and feeling of the city of London on Suter 
five million Exchequer bills’ bill, which | the present occasion. He was conden, ae 
were severally read a first time.- Trish | and would, from his own knowledge, a a | 
army of reserve bill read a second timé. sert, that the city entertained sentiments ¢ ; orn 
| genuine loyalty and devotion to the King. agree 
(Lottery Bri1.J]——On the question | and felt the most ardent enthusiasm at- Bm peace 
for committing the lottery bill, zeal for the defence and honour ol the luty 
The Earl of Suffolk rose and said, he con- country. He had, his lordship said, he'd where 
sidered that the bill was a bill for the de- | several. conversations with some of te I sonab| 
fence of the country, and for enabling go- leading men in the city, and was convince’ was p 
vernment to support the war, and there- | that such were their sentiments, and the ‘econ 
tore, what he had to offer, would be appli- | sentiments of the city at large. They WO" time 
cable to it. His lordship alluded to the ad- | have come forward with an extensive 2 preser 
dress of the city of London, which was not powerful assistance, where they not appre —— 
what he thought might have been expected | hensive of embarrassing the measures o! bil Ww 
from the first corporation in the kingdom. overnment by so doing; but he was sats. teeta: 
It did not breathe that spirit or energy ne- Fed that the city, impressed as it was, agree 
Cessary to encourage a vigorous prosecution | conscious of the great stake it had, wou’ / 
of the war, but was rather of a pacific ten- | in proper time come forward with a force — [S: 
dency. He was under the correction of the | commensurate with its extensive ae jaan 
House if he had stated, or should state, any | and proportionate to its numerous popula eer 
thing erroneous, but could not think the | tion. His lordship repeated, that the feat “ing 












the con. 
ut dc ubt- 
fake the 
e other 
t others. 
conduct 
lans and 
CCASION, 
assisted 
Vhat bh 

Londen 
circun- 
half the 
ity, and 
ment 0! 
an with 
pnsuring 
t an oc- 
his rea! 
nsidera- 
) ou! l, 
1e Lice 

sequent: 
holding 


- resi Cc! 


e friend 
the sen- 
ndon on 
nfident, 
ge, as- 
nents 0: 
e King. 
sm and 
of the 
id, held 
of the 
nvineed 
ind the 


appre- 
ures ¢! 
s salis- 
iS, and 
would 
a force 
mean’ 
opula- 
1¢ fear 








oF Cl .> ; : 
sovernment, alone prevented the city from 
ine more at present, and sirenuotel y 
conte d for its patriotism. 


lord Hobart agreed perfectly in what had 
the noble lord. His lordship 
sd. he had no doubt but that the city 
wld act in a patriotic and exemplary 
wwner in the present crisis of the country. 
‘xe point mentioned by the noble earl, he 
red leave particularly to advert to. The 
per of Soo men was only the city’s 
‘2 under one particular bill—the Army 

Reserve bill, which had lately received 

‘Roval assent. The Army of Reserve 

| no reference to another measure in 

wtemplation. The city of London, he 

s convinced, would not be behind any 

tof the kingdom in its contributions of 
menand means, to strengthen the hands of 
covernment, but would come forward with 
tie utmost zeal, when necessary. 

The Earl of Suffolk said, he was happy 
io hear what had fallen from both noble 
rds; but the proportion of London ought 
io be large, Its population, he believed, 
tobe about a ninth of the whole kingdom. 
lhe county he belonged to, his lordship 
aid, only consisted of about 100,000 inha- 
vitants, and yet contributed largely to the 
vipplementary militia, 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, July 8. 


(Minutes, The ex@hequer bills’ bill 
was read a third time and passed. —— The 
Guernsey corn bill was read a second time. 
~~ The wine bonding bill was read a se- 
me Pie message from the Lords 

‘med the House, their lordships had 
agreed lo a bill to render justices of the 
ihpaliint safe in the execution of their 
ekaia snarery convictions, In Cases 

an should appear they had a rea- 

meraesie ground for convicting. The bill 
wah and ordered to be read a 
fied em me Monday, and in the mean 
Meservation POT New Forest game 
mitteasinc fae went through a Com- 
bill was € report of the clergy relief 
‘ agreed to, The lords amend- 


ments to the Tried . 
“ iso sarso 7 Ww 
agreed to, I nage house bill were 





S , - 
con TAMER. ]—Sir WV. Scott said, that in 
tween re of the present hostilities be- 
bring in “S Country and France, he rose to 
a bill for the encouragement of 


barrassing the present measures of 
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seamen, The bill was partly of the same 
nature as an antecedent one he had intro- 
duced, and therefore it was unnecessary to 
say much upon the subject. It was found- 
ed on the ancient rules of the Admiralty 
courts, and the Vice-Admiralty courts, dis- 
persed throughout his Majesty’s dominions. 
It was his duty, however, to enter into some 
explanation of the measure: that gallant 
body of men, the seamen of Great Britain, 
had an irresistible claim on the legislature 
of this country, for every practicable atten- 
tion that could be paid to their interest. It 
wasaknown mark of their character (he 
spoke of the lower classes) that they were 
not equal to the task of taking care of them- 
; his Majesty’s courts had been long 
in the habit of thinking for them, This 
arose from their improvident indiscretion, 
against the effect of which it was in view to 
povide, at the same time breaking in as 
little as possible upon those principles which 
left men free to dispose of what they con- 
sider their own. To the present time, they 
had appointed their own agents and trus- 
tees, and revoked the appointment as they 
thought proper. They had the power of 
transferring the whole contingent interest 
they might be entitled to during the war, 
within a week after its commencement, for 
any consideration, however inadequate. 
With regard to an interest like this, which 
must be considered as flowing from the 
bounty of the Crown, and to which the par- 
ty had no antecedent right, any regulations 
that might be necessary could not be consi-~ 
dered injurious encroachments on the rights 
of the seamen. In the regulations he pro- 
posed to submit to the wisdom of the House, 
he should confine himself as much as possi- 
ble to that which was most desirable in all 
matters of legislation, namely, to depart 
no further from the present usage than was 
absolutely necessary. It had been proposed 
that there should be a public office erected, 
with powers for conducting the whole bu- 
siness of prizes on one general system. He 
could not deny that a principle of this kind 
would be attended with advantages, but he 
was not sure that many of those advantages 
might not be obtained from the modification 
of the system which at present prevailed—~ 
a system which left the parties to the nomi- 
nation of those in whom they confided their 
interest. Such asystem was more natural, 
because it was more acceptable to those for 
whose benefit it was iniended. It also re- 
commended itself because it was calculated 
for the existing interests of those who had 
hitherto acted as agents, persons whom he 
could not admit bad forfeited their claims 
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to the just attention of the legislature. He 
must honestly avow, that as far as his atten- 
tion had been directed to that class of men, 
the navy agents, it was his opinion a very 
large portion of the odium excited against 
them, arose from misrepresentations, not 
properly considered by those who concur- 
red in them. The adoption of that system, 
which left men to the nomination of their 
own agents, was not all he proposed. He 
wished to guard the nomination by regula- 
tions: it would be a 
the plan, if afler agents were nominated by 
private individ 
a public, legal known character, which ren- 
dered them amenable for their conduct. 
For that purpose, one regulation he should 
propose was, that on the nomimation of an 
agent, the power of attorney should be 
mediately registered in the Court of Adm 
ralty. At present he did not regis 
power of attorney, till six months 

was granted, consequently, till the arrival] 
of that period he was not known. By re- 
gistering his power ol attorney, he would 
be known to the court, and liable to its au- 
thority during the who! A second 
regulation was, that at the time of revister- 
Ing the letters of aniorney, the agent sh uid 
give security, ina « onsiderable sum, for the 


execution of nis trust. 


eTeat Wnp4ro 


als, tueV Were CiOLbe d with 


“tiar if 
at. tdi i 


© time, 


At present, no se- 
curity wis given, and con: equently, a sea- 
man might pick up the most needy man he 
could find, on Portsmouth Point, to be his 
agent. When he considered this, he 
thought it surprising that the men usually 
employed should in general have acted so 
honourably as they had done. The great 
evil was, in the other parts of his Majesty’s 
dominions. The misconduct of these men 
abroad were the rocks on which the sea- 
He 
could not help thinking the provisions he 
had introduced, two years ago, would pre- 
vent the recurrence of those mischiefs 
which had taken place during the late war. 
The effect of giving this purity to the sys- 
tem would be, that of confining the profes- 
sion of ayent to men of property and credit, 
or whose conduct had engaged the confi- 
dence of those who employed them. The 
next regulation was, that the letters of 
agency being registered, should not be re- 
voked, but uponcomplaint to the court, and 
an order for that purpose. As the matter 
stood at present, the agents were liabie to 
be removed on the suggestion of the lowest 
@lasses of the law, to whom the seamen were 
particularly exposed. Questions frequently 
arose as to who was the legal agent, and 
considerable sums of money were spent, in 


men’s fortunes were shipwrecked, 


vement of 
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| ee ° 
| deciding that point. Such was the basis of 
his plan. He should propose that the ayes 


a oe 








oe ee 


should be invested with the pernia, 
that belonged to a public charac ter, so! 

as he exercised it with propriety. Anothe: 
revulation was, that, upon the Institution 
of any appeal, it should be lawful for | 
judge of the Admiralty to order in the p, 
ceeds, and invest them. With respect | 
the navy, that question siood ina lamenta! 
way. The money, during the whole tim: 
the appeal, remained in the hands of + 
agent; in consequence of this, he had an 
terest adverse to his prineipal. ‘The evil 
not restthere. Ifthe appeal wasdetermined 
in favour of the captor, the profits of the 
principal rested with the agent; on t 
contrary, if the captor was condemned, 

| was liable to pay Another 


the interest. 
recolation was, that, after the time ot 
peal was elapsed, it should be in the p 

of the Judge of the Admiralty to compel a 
distribution. It would surprize the Hi 

to hear, that there was no power to compel 
a distribution, but by action at law, or by a 
bill in Chancery. He should submit, whe- 
ther it would not be more beneficial, t 
the court should have the power of fo! 
ing up the agent to a full execution of 11s 
At present, it had only the power 
of verifying accounts, or disallowing ¢ 
but it stopped at that point w here its 

rity was most required. Another tee 
tion went to this, that no seaman shows . 
allowed to make the general power of aito: 
ney to which he had adverted, in a way! 
which he might, for a temporary gra’ 
tion, convey his whole interest in fis future 
prize-money. It would be highly ap te 
tant that the power of attormey should de 4 
special power of attorney, appointing | 
particular source out of which the mtcre 
conveyed was to arise. To this he sho 
add another regulation respecting the dat 
of the prizes. When prizes were made" 
the West-Indies, the seamen were often re 
moved to other ships, and what became of 
the prizes, whether they were condemned 
or not, they knew not. He should ate 4 
that registers of prizes should be ear 
home every month; he meant a list on 
the prizes that had gone through the adjv 
dication of the covrt. ‘These were the - 
gulations to which he should solicit the oa 
tention of the naval members of the os 
They were strongly recommended pee a 
by the noble person who at present Pr fo0se 
over the naval department. The » ai 
would see that he had not pressed m6 : . 
ject beyond what justice demanded. 4 the 
were other details which had eng?s* 
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0101 PARL. DEBATES, 
-wention of that department. The House 
Site tive , ; 

andoubtedly improve upon them. 
- content witn having stated the mo- 
Seations. He was persuaded the House 
d, by adopting them, contribute to the 

forts of a class of men whom it was 
‘heir interest to protect, The right hon. 

‘learned gent. concluded by moving, 

hat leave be given to bring ina bill for 
‘se encouragement of seamen, and for the 
better and more effectual manning his Ma- 


Tew 


o* 


4 


siy's navy. 
Mr pr alne said, he did not rise to op- 
e the bringing in of this bill; but he 
sorry that, from a measure of this na 
being brought forward at this particu- 
moment, he could not but augur that 
e was no longer any hope that the me- 
‘ion of Russia would take effect. 
s vill is passed into a law, and peace 
ld soon afterwards take place, there 
i necessarily arise the utmost difficulty 
to the restoration of prizes. This was 
evinced, he said, by what bad so Jately 
n place on the termipation of our dis- 
with the northern powers. He then 
riled to the motion he had made two 
‘o, and the papers he bad brought 
relative to the state of prize-money 
deals, which were then most dread- 
fuly in arrear. Notwithstanding it was 
) years since the peace took place, 
‘re still near 250 causes to be heard 
snowledged the great industry of the 
‘thon, and learned gent. in getting 
uz so many as he had done, and con- 
‘essed his rare talents were peculiarly well 
‘apted to forward and promote a measure 
“xe that to be prepared by the present bill; 
‘he thought it impossible for the right 
- and learned gent. to attend to such an 
‘of appeals as that he had just men- 
onec, and to pay at the same time due at- 
“SW a necessity for some arrangements, 
_“aica appeals may be got rid of, by 
“cxening the proceedings of the gourt; at 
present, however, he would not trouble the 
reli, As to 


wy 


© by going into the subject. 
present bill, he should abstain from Say- 


ing any th; . ‘i 
He “uy Vung further till it came before the 


“uM 


‘ 
Luc 


oy re said a few words upon 
rmitie, cc ve alluded to some complaints 
of bis, wt ~ we night by an hon. friend 
wre : “A he was not in his place, which 
Lancia ould be attended to. 

») ,Atorney General said, if any 


it 


such 


compla} 
fo had been, or should be made, he 
““ 20 doubt but bis right hon. and learned 


He hoped 


‘ead would attend te them. 


For if 
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leave would be given to bring in the: bill, 
The measure was called for from the justice 
of ihe House. It was alwys usual! to pass 
such a bill at the commencement of every 
war, and it ought not to be retarded from 
so light a consideration as that of the media- 
tion of Russia taking tmuediate effect, as 
the hon. gent. (Mr. Johistone) had sug- 
gested He answered fr perally the obser- 
vations made by that hoa gent. relative to 
the number of appeals in arrear, and con- 
cluded by hoping no further obhection would 
be made to bringing in the bill, as the hon, 
gent. would have many opportunities, dur- 
ing its different stages, to poiut out what he 
thought wrong in the bill, and to propose 
what amendments he should think proper, 
Mr. Wilberforce expressed his concern at 
what had just been said relative to the me- 
diation of Russia ; he was sorry to hear his 
right hon. and learned friend (‘he Attorney 
General) sprak so lichtly as to its proba- 
ble effect. From such a mode of viewing 
it, the measure that had been adopted seem- 


ed rather to have been a conciliation of 


parties in that House, than a grave and se- 
rious intention of effecting a peace through 
the mediation of a neutral power. 

The General, in explanation, 
sue ot , 4 a > nt th ener) i-l a 
Sala, that in SpCaKihg Of the mediation o 


Att THEY 
Russia, he only meant to say, that the dif- 
ficulties alluded to by the hon. gent. of re- 
storing prizes, were too light a considera- 
tion to be allowed to retard a measure so 
important and necessary as the present, 

The question was then put, and leave 
granted to bring in the bill. 


fAssessED TAX COLLECTION CONSOLI- 
DATION BILL. ]—Mr, Alexander brought up 
the report. 

Colonel Ayre thought the penalty of £100 
and forfeiture of office, infiicted by the bill 
upon surveyors, at the discretion of the com- 
missioners, much too high for inadvertei? 
surcharges; as, in many cases, they were 
liable to errors which were 1\ot real!y culpa- 
ble. He was aware of the necessity, that 
the crown should not be defrauded of its re- 
venue, but it was of equal importance that 
the subject should be protected from op- 
pression. What ‘he wished was, that the 
surveyors should be compelled to institate 
previous inquiries to their making a sur- 
charge. He therefore moved the bill to ‘2 
recommitied, for the purpose of moving a 
clause, which could not be brought in at 
this last stage, for, at the same tine, impos- 
ing a check on the surveyor, and affording 
relief to the subject. : 

Mr, W, Smith also represented the ‘bill as 
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imperfect in its existing state. The penalty 
he considered as too great, when it could 
be exerted ; at the same time that it was 
out of the power of nineteen persons out of 
twenty to go tothe expense of prosecuting 
the surveyor, though they might find them- 
selves aggrieved. 

The Attorney General said, there was cer- 
tainly a great difficulty, on the considera- 
tion of the measure. The penalty on the 
misconduct of the surveyor was undoubted- 
ly severe, but it afforded, at the same time, 
great protection. to the subject, who might 
have his action in cases of illegal or vexa- 
tious surcharges. It was evident some sur- 
charges may be legal, and yet vexatious, 
and vice versa. He saw some gent. laugh 
at a remedy by action, but then they should 
recollect, that they were, at the same time, 
laughing at the laws of the country, which 
in no case afforded any other remedy than 
yustice. 

Sir WV. Pulteney said, that it was not in 
the power of every man to goto law with 
@ surveyor, who, in fact, had a premium for 
many of the acts of injustice he 
commit. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied 
that the surveyors were entitled to any pre- 
mium, except where the charge should be 
confirmed. <A clause, he said, would be 
proposed—a clause for giving a discretion 
in this case, and that the penalty should be 
made not to exceed £100, as he did not 
wish to oblige them to use so much precau- 
tion, that it may lead to a neglect of the se- 
curity of the revenue. 


, sovh¢ 
toignt 





Several of the 
members who spoke before explained ; af- 
ter which the motion for the recommitment 
was negatived. 

The Attorney General then moved an 
amendment, that there should be a power 
to mitigate the penalty on surveyors, at a 
discretion, which would limit the highest 
sum to £100, which was adopted, the re- 
port agreed to, and the bill ordered to be 
read a third time on Monday following. 





—— = 





HOUSE OF LORDS, 
‘Saturday, July 9. 


(Minutes. ]J—All the bills on the table 
were read a stage each.——The Irish army 
of reserve bill and the lottery bill passed the 
Cominittee, and were reported and read a 
third time ; the two standing orders against 
passing more than one stage of a bill in one 
day, having been, in conformity to Lord 


Walsingham’'s motion on Thursday, sus- 
pended, 
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[ WooLLen MANUFACTURE BILL. J—T] 
Ear! of Moira rose and said, he could no: 
but lament, that a bill of so much im: rte 
ance should have come up to thar House ; 
so late a period of the session, that jt was 
impossible to give it the full deliberation 
that the greatness of the object of the bj 
required. The bill was called the woolle, 
manufacturers’ bill, but ic far exceeded the 
reach of its title; it was, in fact, a bill 
which went to the putting an end to, and 
repealing ali the numerous acts of Par'ia- 
ment affecting every branch of business con- 
nected with the woollen manvfacture, thet 
stood on the statute book. His Lordshi, 
said, he had looked into the statutes 
large, with particular anxiery, as to al! 
acts relative to the woollen manuf 
and he readily admitted, that many of their 
provisions were inapplicable to the present 
time, many of the regulations utterly im- 
practicable at this moment, and others ut- 
terly useless; but among the mass, there 
were several very good and politic provi- 
sions, wisely conceived by our ancestors, 
and fit to be preserved. He could not, 
therefore, bur think, that instead of ext:n- 
guishing the whole of the various regula 
tions by one sweeping bill, the more pru- 
dent course of proceeding would have been 
to have brought in a short bill of inden nity 
for all transgressions against the existing 
statutes respecting the woollen manutac- 
ture, up to the present time, and have lett 
the consideration of a more exiensive biil 
open to the reflection and investigation ol 
their Lordships, and the Members of tne 
other House of Parliament, during the short 
interval which might be expected to take 
place between the end of the present and 
the commencement of the next session. 
Considering that the bill had passed the 
other House, and was now before their 
Lordships; considering likewise, that a “ 
ble Lord, who had much interested himse't 
on the subject, was not present, he thought 
the secorg reading ought not to be huriice, 
or regarded as a matter of course. meer 
were verious petitions on the table, not i 
deed against the principle, but agaist va" 
ous clauses of the bill; he should none 
therefore, that the petitioners might be al- 
lowed to have counsel, to sum up such eve 
dence as might be adduced before the Com 
mittee. The other House had sy 
many witnesses, and had favoured t 
Lordships with a copy of the evidence (°) 
had received. He had, his Lordship _ 
perused the evidence with great 5 ee 
but he was not quite satisfied that" at 
far enough to justify the doing 4¥% 
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lations which the wisdom of our 


¥ rs. had provided, respecting the 
manufacture. At any rate, the 
reritioners ought to be heard upon the al- 
j-oations of their respective petitions, and 


7 heard would be in the Committee. His 
lordship said, he was the more anxious to 
ly in this claim for them, because, al- 
though he hoped he was not to be consi- 
dered as a very lax attendant on his parlia- 
nentary duty, he could not engage to be 
sent at the discussions which might take 
on the subsequent stages of the bill, 

obliged to go intothe country. He 
tought the justice of the case entitled the 


i. thought the proper time for thew being 
5 t 


AU 


~“—_ =< 


petitioners to be fairly heard, and their 
Lordships, he was persuaded, would not re- 
fuse them that reasonable request. 

The Lord Chancellor lett the woolsack, 
nd declared, that he concurred enurely 
with his noble friend (it he would allow 
m so to express himself) in the opinion, 
that the bill was a bill of the utmost 1m- 
portance, and well entitled to their Lord- 
ships’ most serious attention. .*. the course 
of the last session, a bill had been brought 
up to that House from the House of Com- 

ns, the object of which was to repeal 
ho less than two and twenty acts of Parlia- 
ment. On that occasion, he had felt it his 
cuty to look to the purview and provisions 
ot those statutes, and he must concur with 


hic nahle antes } ° ’ 2 : 
Ms nooie friend in saying, that many of 


(ac Teguiations enacted by those statutes 


"ere utterly impracticable at present ; some 
imposed penalties, unless the manufacturers 
pursued a line of conduct which they could 
_ how possibly pursue. Many of those 
ee gi dead, that was obsolete, and uni- 
ersally held to be so. But still there were 
‘ome very Wise provisions to be found in 
PW, statutes ; and it became a matter of 
mu consideration, whether it was expedi- 
r Ws away, by a single bill, all that 
Som of Our ancestors had provided, 
len aaa regulations to govern the wool- 
the weallen mas : Pa aaa under which 
meer sae manu acture had thriven tor so 
cine op oe Where a bill aimed at 
to be wintiea? sat Pte it certainly ought 
almost with ed with peculiar exertion, and 
unabating With re- 


jealous 
Yard =o oS J y- " 
to the petitions on the table, as far as 


sen into them, they appeared to 
Particular clawen vue complaints against 
of the bill a than against the principle 
* At, therefore, the petitioners 


Wish : 

Pe € heard against the principle, 
. ot Present a petition for that pur- 

Pose 5 b 


ut, Uf they adhexed to their present 
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petitions, they might either be heard before 
the Commitiee, on the report, or on the 
third reading. Certainly, with respect to 
the existing statutes, there were three lines 
of proceeding to be adopred—either they 
might be suspended (but suspending bills 
was an abuse of legislative conduct, and he 
hoped he should hear no more of it); the 
next was, the repeal of an act, found from 
change of circumstances to be impracticable, 
but: that was a matter that called for the 
most scrious consideration, and should be 
closely examined before it was decided ups 
on; the last was an act of indemnity, 
which his noble friend had alluded to. In 
the present case, his Lordship said, 1t was 
absolutely necessary that the peutioners 
should be dealt with fairly, and that they 
should be satisfied that their case had un- 
dergone a full consideration, before the bill 
passed, if it were to pass at ali. He should, 
most unquestionably, listen to allthe argu- 
ments that could be advanced at the bar in 
their behalf, and keep his mind perfectly 
open to conviction, before he formed any 
decided opinion on the subject. 

The Earl of Moira moved, that the bill 
be read a second time on Monday next. 
Adjourned, 





a a 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
i londay, July se 


[Minoures.]—The judges delivered their 
opinions on the appeal, Lothian and Hen- 
derson. The case briefly was, that Hen 
derson and Co, Virginia merchants, insured 
a vessel, belonging to them, with the ap- 
pellants, in this country. An agreement 
was afterwards entered into, by which the 
insurers agreed to take all risk upon them- 
selves, provided the insured proved that the 
vessel was captured by the French, who 
condemned her asa prize. The question 
was, whether the proceeding of the French 
court ought to be conclusive in our courts. 
By a number of decisions it had been fixed 
that it was. The majority of the judges, 
however, were of opinion that the subse- 
quent agreement between the parties de- 
stroyed the effect of this circumstance. The 
majority for the respondent was six to. four. 
The Lord Chancellor thought that the 
House ought to pause before it came to a 
final decision, and therefore proposed that 
the farther consideration should be post- 
poned till Thursday. Ordered. The 
roval assent was given, by commission, to 
the Irish army of reserve bill, the lottery 
bill, the Scotch militia families*. bill, the 
Irish workmen combination bill, and some 














' 
f 
. 






































































i 


ie i : 


obs: ae 
——" 


ff 
woe 
ee 


7 


*; sti F 
tah jhe spt 
a » 


a 

* 
fs gee 
teed 


eet ee 
+ 


$f Me 





1055] PARL. DEBATES, Jury 11.—Chest at Chatham. ios 
others. The Irish import and export | for ameliorating the situation of the pen 
bill were read a third time, and passed. siowers. 

The five million loan bill was committed, Sir W, Elford thought that all repos. 


and reported.——A petition, signed by 
wenty theusend persons, was presented 

fod . . 7° , 
against the principle of rhe woollen clothiers 


bill, Ordered to on the table. 





Or ee 


HOUS 


OT = I; ? 7 
Liionday, * uiy ll. 


~E OF COMMONS. 


[Mrxvutes.]—A message from the Lords 
intimated their Lordships’ concurrence in 
the lottery bill, the Irish additional army 
bill, and Queen Anne’s bounty amendment 
bill. ——The Lord Mayor gave notice, that 
he would next day move for leave to bring 
tn a bill to enable the city of London to 
raise its own quota of the army of reserve. 
The Secretary at War presented a bill 
for rendering subservient to military disci- 
pline all serjeants, drommers, fifers, and 
others who shall receive permanent pay in 
any volunteer corps. Read the first time, 
and ordered to be printed. ——Lord Cas- 
tlereagh presented the following message 
from his Majesty: viz. *“*G.R. His Ma- 
** jesty thinks proper to acquaint the House 
of Commons, that in consideration of the 
eminent services performed in America 
by the lare Geoffrey, Lord Amherst, and 
particularly in the reduction of Canada 
his Majesty was induced, on the termina- 
tion of the war, to grant to Lord Am- 
herst certain tracts of land in that pro- 
vince ; but in consequence of some loca! 
circumstances that grant has not been 
carried into effect. His Majesty, there- 
fore, relies on the justice and liberaliry 
of the House of Commons, that they will 
make to Lord Amherst such compensa 
tion as they shal! think fit.” Ordered to 
be taken into consideration on Friday. 
Bell Rock light-bouse bill read a second 
time. Mr. H. Browne brought up a bill 
for granting 20,0001. towards making a 
canal in the Highlands of Scotland... Read 
a first time. The Irish malt duty and 
Portugal wine bonding bills, went through 
a Committee. The assessed taxes col- 
lection bill, and the Irish revenue bill were 
read a third time and passed.——Irish trea- 
sury loan bill went through a Committee. 
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(Cust ar Ceatuam.J—Sir C. Pole 
moved for leave to bring in a bill’ fer im- 
proving the fund of the chest at Chatham, 
for transferring the administration of the 
said fund from Chatham to Greenwich, and 








from the commissioners on naval ino». 
ought net only to shew what foundario 
there was for this measure, but also how 
establishment of the Board of Commis<'. 
ers of Naval Inquiry. It appeared to him 
that other circumstances did not warray 
that establishment, or that the Admirs 
had not brought before the Commissione:; 
the cases of the greatest enormity. He 
mitted that great impositions had been p: 
ised under the name of agency. 


Wa 


ae ee —_ 


the chest from Chatham to Greenwich. 
had been established, more than two cep- 
turies ago, by the seamen themselves, who 
wished to repose the trust in persons who 
should themselves contribute to the fu 
There had never before been any complain: 
made respecting its management, which w.s 
indeed' unexceptionable ; for last year is 
revenue amounted to 75,0091. and the si 
plus, after all payments and deductions, wes 











35,0001. The whole administration of the 
fund cost only about 1,000 or 1,200]. 3 
vear. Could there be a betrer manageme! 
than this ? The report, it was true, char 
the governors of the chest with cuips 
mismanagement: the only foundation | 
this charge was, that one of the estates be- 
longing to the chest was let under its | 
value. This, however, was Mo reasan 1! 
removing the chest; for it did not apps 
that circumstance proceeded from corrup- 
tion or any wilful neglect. The circum 
stances of the chest of Chatham did D 
escape the observation of the Committee 0! 
Inquiry, appointed in 1798; but shoog 
that Committee appeared to be convince 
that the governors were too numerous, 
they desisted from recommending wy 
change, from a respect to the arrangements 
adopted by the founders of the iastituue®: 
Mr. Courtenay thought there were so” 
abuses connected with this establishmen', 
which, though they implied no — 
on the governors, yet ought to be uta 
ed. He instanced the hardship to . or 
seamen living at a distance were - 
being obliged to appear at Cat eed 
ceive their pensions. Many were sis 
to come from the north of Scotland wd “1 
purpose, and then spent more than say i 
ceived in alehouses. It was also pet he 
remark, that several estates left “> Ane 
in the reign of Charles II, had only 
30 or 4ol, a year in value. 


the matter in those reports authorised t}.- 


Mr. Sturges objected to the removal of 
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enabling the Directors of the Kast 

y to make additional, allow- 

if ip-owners who had taken con- 
‘heir service, immediat ly previ- 
puri ation of bee Niajesty’s mes- 


dele tory of War vitl i Frar ice. His 
P explained the olivete of the bill he 


hich passed some years since, ena- 

¢ Directors to make additional al- 
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? 


himself 
called wpon to give more than his contract 
Mrice : more esp cially wheu it was so tar 
raies of freight? Ima con- 
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necessary, ifi fi this case, to give men, who 
were already ’ COmmmaESS gainers by the bar- 
gain, §,,0001. ‘pers hip more of the public 
money, by way of compensation for losape 
| they could not sustain, 
*E 
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sel was heard in the 


hea: postp 1.—The Five Millions Loan 
bill, and th Kast India Dock D lh, were 
read a third time and passed. Lord Pelham 


presented a messace trom his Majesty rela 


live to granting a compensation to Lord 
Aaherst for the land Canada, given him 
by his Majesty for the service of the late 
Geotiry Lord Amherst, in America,—The 


message being read, (See Commons, July 11.) 


| li, as rT a ‘ aane 7 L« ‘ 
] Tra | Pi dl mM moved an a iGress ol thanks iO 
: 1 T ter AP ] - ed . 4% . a) — . : i: 
his May sy tor Dis pracious COMIMUDICaATIOD, 
Orders d. 
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HOUSE OF C( 


MM VON 
ry” ? 7 
Tuesday, July 12. 


fMinutes.]—The Bill for the better en- 
eourage:nent of Seamen, was brought up 
and read a first time.—The Irish Ship De- 
struction Bill from the Lords, was read a 
first time.—The Bill for Improving the 
Highlands of Scotland, was read a third 


time.—tLhe Report of Bell Rock Light- 
house bil was received, and « ordered to be 
taken into further consideration on Friday. 
wm th * port of Friendly Societies’ Bill was 
recei nd the Bill ordered to be en: gross- 
ed, 7 he Gcinate Loan Bill was read a se- 


cond time.— Bill forthe prevention of Frauds 
comnamtied by Bum-boatmen ‘and others, 
plying on the River Thames, was br ought 
up a nd read idee time, 


7% . 4 D a . . 
(Cuapens, Resipences, 
‘ 


cHiat Crercy.|]—Mr. 
pursua 


} 


&e. for Paro- 
Burton moved, in 
nee of his notice. Pai leave be oven 


‘ Sing in ¢ st) ty eryy 

to ming ina bill fo promo e the bu ildin ip, Fe- 
pairi ag, or otherwise pri eee of churches 
aud ch: apels s, and of houses for the residence 


ot ministers, and the providing ot church- 
yards and glebes.— ‘The terms of the motion 
would probably be said to render it unneces- 
sary to add many words ia support of it, 
The ex; pediency of some measure of the sort 
could n ae be doubted by any one who was 
acquaimed with the number of parishes, 
both in England and Ireland, where churches 
and parsonage houses were either w holly 
wanting, or anfit to answer the ends for 

which they were designed, armies rtant, how- 

ever, a8 ihese defects appeared, it was in 
vain to expect that they should be supplied 
at present out of the public purse, which in- 
duced ] him to think it the more necessary to 
epen the sources of private liberality, as far 


a» veuld be done without infringing any rule 
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| of public policy. He stated, that as 


4. r 
v 


rr ctnoec . warren as 2 , 
now stood, so crampe GQ and ei 


a 
statute passed in the late reign, every 
incividual in the disposal of his 
that even the patron or incumbent of a 
ing could not devise a rood of land to make 

garden to the parsonage house. Ail that 
he wished was, to loosen a little the shackles 


which had been put upon private property, 
TO bjectio ms to it that he knew, were 
the. fe ar of throwing too much land into 
mortmain, the disherison of heirs, ; 
dread of enriching the church overmu 
But he trusted that these objections would be 
completely obviated, by limiting the benetuc- 
tions to sosmall an extent as five acres « 
land, or 500). in personal property. He 
would only mention one other provision 
which he 
though it. was rather declaratory of the 
isting Jaw than introductive of any thing 
new. In the construction of several modern 
churches, it seemed to be forgotten 
they were destined for all ranks and condi- 
tions, and so destitute were they of all 
cent and suitable accommodation for oo 
poorer sort, as to be utterly inconsistent wit 
every just notion of public worship. The 
bill, therefore ought, in his ‘opinion, to eon- 
tain a clause for the remedy of this abuse 
in future. He concluded with moving 
he terms above-mentioned. | 

Mr. Hurst had no doubt bot that the 
learned gent. was actuated by the best mo- 
tives in moving for such a bi i; but he n 
be aware that at so late a pe riod of the 
sion, a measure of this importance cou 
receive an adequate discussion: ied | the 
fore he would recommend it to him to have 
the bill print ed, and put off till the nex 
session of tne ep 
Mr. Burton said, he m 
the bill be printed ; and he trusted it w 
be found to be a measure that did not 
quire a long discussion, por c ontain any 0- 
jectionable maiter. —_Leave was then g'’ 
the biil was brought up, and réad a 
time. 

[Lonpon ApprTionat Force.j~" 
Levd Mayor brought in a bill for ena M 
the city of London to raise a certain qu pat 
of men for the better defence of the “ol 
try, which was read a first ume; and 1 "4 
motion for the second reading —The rn 
Mayor said, he hoped the House — Se 
dulge him while he said 4 few = ton 
order to vindicate the city of ee 4 
certain imputations that had goae | 
into the world, concerning the sumber ca 
men that were to form its queta of i aid 
army of reserve, andin which * © 


Lhe only 


ree 


ant to move ¢! i 


5 l 


rPe 


_ 








should wish to see in the bill, 
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‘hat the city did not supply a number pro- 
nortion | to its population. It was said that 
Tondon contained one-ninth part of the po- 
n of the whole kingdom. So far was 

m being the fact, it would appear 
he returns made under the late popu- 

, at, that the popalation within the 


> 


s of the city did not exceed 74,000 per- 
cons: and that without the walls it was not 
more than 54,000. In fact, it would be 
much nearer the truth had it been siated 
tthe inhabitants of the city did not ex- 
i those of the parish of Mary-la-bonne. 
The number of men, therefore, as a part of 
the army of reserve, to be raised by this 

was suliciently great in proportion to 

vas raised by the rest of the country ; 
beheved it would be found at all 

nes most cheerfully to contribute and to 
Maintain its quota of the public foree, in 
preportion to its population and its ability ; 
1 it would appear, by resolutions recently 
entered into, that the cy of London had 
hewn a degree of spirit and determination 
ch proved it did not deserve the imputa- 
tion of apathy or backwarduess thrown out 
it; but that on the contrary, the ci- 

s wou.d always be ready to bear their 
portion in contributing towards the public 

that they would be ready to shed 
op of their blood, and spend their 
ing in the defence of their country ; 
vould ever act in a manner which 
Britons, and by their conduct pre- 


re that character which they had ever 
Maintained as mengbers: of the first city in 





the eninire. [he bill was then ordered 
‘ad a second time the next day. 
‘AVY REGULATIONS.J—Sir Charles 
ought up the bill for transferring tothe 
» rs oF Gree nwich Hospital the admi- 
‘on of the Chest of Chatham. 
tain Harvey said, that although he was 


~~. prepared to oppose this bill, yet he could 
_ t< ceive the necessity of it so clearly as 
<a chim to suppaqrt it. This chest of 
) aft was established and endowed by 


“ Youuntary act and donations of the sea- 
t.—The administration of it was certain- 
-., -*pensive, whea compared with that 
l other establishments ; and if there was any 
we Tp in it, he conceived it might be 
Sted without having recourse to the le- 
“sare. His great objection to the bill in 
ig¢ was, that it appeared to him 
Measure, and that no sufficient 


» is ‘as had been laid before that House for 


‘7a 


5 pre sent st; 


i 
@ hast: 


Beige eh 9 of the legislature. He 
ation -¢ :, 2 uct Wished to delay the consider- 
“ewts Ui 


it for some time longer, 
Aatlorney General said, there were 
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some crievances already stated to the ITouse 
of sufficient magnitude to call for redress, 
lt was a Mosi outr: geous gris vance tyhat poor 
disabled sailors should pay 201. or 251. per 
for agency for receiving their small pit- 
, an enormous erievance that 


} " 7) | t! fa cel es 
rd to atten HeonIseive 


cent, ror | 
tance; it was 
they should be obli; 
“hatham. These were, as he 


} : ; 
} 
i bought, 


at Cha 
sufficient grounds for legislative interference, 
1 if 


s 


and if the bil went into a Committee, he 
hoped it would have the 
hon. gent, (Capt. Harvey) in meking it 


assistance of the 


perfect. 

i fa . a ’ . . 
Sir Charles Pole said, that although in 

the Commissioners 


‘| . ; mre 
ropesing LOIS NeCasule 


! 

of naval it quiry might at first appear to 
have recommended a subject foreign to the 
discussion of the question they were at that 
time examining, namely, the abuses in the 
dock-vards, yet he trusted it would appear 
to that House, that nothing was improper 
for the interference of the leg) lature, which 
aifected the British havy and 


He considered it a most 


materially 
British sailors. 
cruel grievance to require (as was now the 
case) that a poor disabled sailor, who had 
lost his limbs in the service of his couptry, 
should come perhaps from 250 miles “dis 
tance to receive his little pittance at Chat- 
ham. --- The bill was then read a first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time 


on Thursday next. 
FRAUD ON THE BANK. ]-—Sir Francis 
had eiven notice of a mo- 


eo 
*\ 


Burdett said, he had 
tion on the preceding day, the question 
concerning which lay in so very narrow a 
compass, that he would only trespass on the 
House for afew minutes in 
It was necessary that 


time of the 
what he had to say. 
the House should be in possession of cer- 
tain facts, to obtain which should be the ob- 
ject of his motion. He felt that if must be 
extremely irksome to animadvert on the 
conduct of others, however reprehensible 
that might be. But after a fraud of vast 
extent had been committed on the bank, 
under circumstances which aflected the 
credit of the government, it was of the ut- 
most importance that the business should be 
enquired mto. A great criminal had baf- 
fled the justice of the country, and escaped 
from punishment, on account of the negli- 
gence of a high officer, who had a great sa- 
lary for performing a very trifling duty ; it 
was merely on account of his negligence in 
verforming that trifling duty, that several 
millions of the public security were render- 
ed of no value, and Parliament was after- 
wards obliged to pass an act, to repair and 
solder up that great error that had taken 
lace, and the great evil that was likely te 
7's. 2 
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s ft 1S not a cas 
rest nity ince lo 
orporation of Not Ling ham 
n. Baronet alluded to, whe 
that an election was the only oe ew 
the people had an opp ortunity of e ee 
their sentiments. The fact was, that " 
peace of that town had been caer 
such a manner, as to prevent the ts 
ae i Pets Foy: ative of the place from coms © 
tine when sucon eng un were necessary. hat House and if the act for re fori! 5 
ii was th ic prese tS whet every man in the peace of that town was made the subj 
country was making fices, and when | of censure, it was.a censure he had n°» 
all Were essary Wast t pub lic money | tation fo take asharéin. He then 4° 
gnght to bo puta stop to, Nothing was | the preamble of the act of Parliament 
HOW heard of but vigilance and Cconomy on | ed this session, im cons¢quence o gf 
: 


, A OF . eeotas 
3 ; tam aw be 
notice of ei qau 
il 
€ 


5 
: 


}e>"° 





| 
because he 


- Grate t| , 
aay SULICI ; } y 


quire the protec- 
en by this measure. 
id, that a most vaina- 
juaintance had re- 
bis Oihce, because a penalty was 
ied agaist him nviction he had 
Made conviction not 
having been drawn up in all legal form of 
cial pleading if country gentlemen, 
roe Without any emolument, dedicated so 
muci of their time to the public service in 
me character of magistrates, were not pro- 
fected against informations and penalties, 
'« Would be found to act in that capacity. 
oe ei teneea said, he considered this bill 
* “rect attack on the rights and privi- 
“ges of juries. 
the tal 7mey-General said, the object of 
when a pe nothing more than this: that 
Onyiction made by a magistrate 


for a ct 


on account of - that 


je 


hone 
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‘incorrectly, the 
should have a 
thought there 
ton the part 

damages 


iding the 
amendment, 


Dill then went 


Piggott 
sce 
iii siened on a separate 
D had been tack d 
quently that the 


> would 


} 
,«T oy 
Pil SIR VC Uy 


signature appeared to the 


Mr. R. Jackson explained that it was done 
in the « untry : that the pe tition had origi- 
ally been a petition to object to the clauses, 
but that it was thought more convenient to 
the parties to be heard in that state of the 
bill, and therefore they had endeavoured to 
avail themselves of the expedient of altering 
the petition. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that very expla- 
nation proved, that the persons whose names 
appeared in the tack-sheet had never signed 
the petition, and therefore they could not be 
heard by counsel,— Mr, Piggott withdrew. 

Mr. Serjeant Lens was then heard on be- 
half of the petitioners from Yorkshire, Wilts, 
and Somerset, and was followed by Mr, 
Randle Jackson, who, ina very able speech, 
urged a variety of strong objections, as well 
against the form of the bill as against its 
principle. 

Mr. Plomer was heard in support of the 
bill, and having strenuously contended for 
the necessity of repealing many of the acts 
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bill of one of th many objects of its provi- 
h must be amended, as the title 

ought to refer to all its separate objects. 

This would put the suitors of the bill to the 

expense of delay, but it must be amended, 


s10ns, wi 


His lordshiv next obiected to the reference 
of the bill to statutes of particular years of 


Various re ions: whereas, instead of th it ve- 


neral reference, it ought to have specitied 
the acts themselves, with their exact title 
and date, and have poiated out the particu- 
lar clauses of each, that had rendered the 
regulations therein provided ‘* impracticable 
and useless,” and “ others which, if en- 
forced, would create delay, and inconveni- 
ence in the carrying on the said manufac- 
ture, to the great detriment thereof.” These 
were matters which would require their 
Jordships most serious attention and consi- 
deration in the Committee, as it would 
otherwise be impossible for magistrates, and 
those whose duty it would be to enforce the 
bill, should it pass into a law, to act upon 
it. He mentioned the way in which it re- 
ferred to the gig-mills, and said the proper 
mode of legislating would have been, to 
have repealed so much of the act of Ed. VI. 
as referred to the improper use of gig-mills, 
and to have established their use as to what 
“actually was conducive to the expediting the 
manufacture, without injury to the material. 
Foglishinen, he thanked God, possessed that 
Gost yaiucble quality, good sense, and he 
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would trust to that good sense (whict 


a 
_ he > a ort , . —s ~ . . , 
ever they might be puzzled at first, y 
wn Aven dn ¥ hae . } _ ~ eee \ 

generaily set them right at last) to nre 
them from persisting in any practice 
experience convinced them was preji 
to their own interests. He had no } 
io 1, 4 


tion, therefore, in believing, that 
not use the gig-mills in “ borling a 
ing” the cloth they manufactured, 
practice had been found to be 
the manufacture. Jn the recital o! 

miost extraordinaay mode of re ; 

doy ted. Dh recital 1, : 
were entertained whether many of the acts 
(previously stated) were not rep 
subsequent acts ;” and, afterw ards 
upon itseif to resolve those doubts, dec! 
the acts i question to be repealed. His 
lordship stated several more objecti 
after again stating the great importa: 
the bill, and recommending its seve: 
provisions, and principles to the seri 
tention of their Jordships in the Com: 
in order to satisfy the petitioners 
House had acted honestly, honourab 

ty 1 i 


ly, and faithfully by them, and paid « 
serious attention to their objections, m 
that it be read a second time. 

The Earl of Rosslyn rose and said, 
was the most ill drawn and unparlian 
of any he had ever read in point of f 
was full of objectionable parts, sev 
which he stated; in particular the wan! 
the mention of the prosecutions | 
Which might have been commenced 
were now pending; in the title, th noo 
enumeration - specifically of the several acs 
of Parliament to which the bill referrec; 
mentioning the chapter of the respective acis 
that were deemed impracticable, a5 weil % 
the particular clauses of the acts which | 
was complained by the suitors, tended, t ¢1 
forced, to create delay and inconvenicace, 
the great detriment of the manufactuic', 
and the contradictory operation of {ne ‘ 
of the first clause and the last clause 0! ' 
bill, respecting costs on actions commen: 
the first of Jan. last. His lordship also 0b- 
jected to several of the clauses, r ferring on! 
to the counties of Gloucester, Wilts, ~J 
Somerset, as if they were not legislating ¥° 
the counties of York and Lancaster, 20° *" 
deed for the whole kingdom. He — 
ed a former act that took place 10 ( ont 
and its whole county, for obyious ReReOn> 
viz. it bore upon the adjoining sag sh 
ing counties of York and Lancaster. : 
regard to the objections that were [""" 
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the bar to the act of Richard iI. probib ting 
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the sale of plain cloths in certain ¢O 


tucked and folded, his lordship s#i¢, 
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Me . 1. . == , sft , » ‘ / 
t | s opinion was, that those ma- mittee, and the commultee to mect on 


cers who made and exported their | Friday. 
ths, where withia the Jaw as tt stood 
After a number of other obser- 
| » oe ° 7 *11 1 
upon different parts of the bill, the 
thought it was somewhat hard, 
eight months consideration of the bill [Minutes 1.—Mr. Plumer presented a 
' Tt ° - P — s ‘ ea ie - sal sCS i i . 
-other I ould be sent up to - : . 
} cist Wise J inset it sh U ¥ a ym Se j petiti a from the prisone rs continge d m the 
r Lorcenipe Wer eer ay ees | gaol of Hertford, praying relief.—Ordered 
.\dthrew such a load of labour on the | 8°). hase eh igi | 
- } t] bil] in the com to lie on the tape." A New writ Was order- 
he bil m- , hy nag ‘i> ne 
. ed to be issued for the eiection of a m 
t ht to pass, must : te 
ah her for Great-Grim 
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shhiFertcn ( Sa. bill.— Sir rrancis but , novea that there 
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it, intricate, and complicated manu- 
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be laid before the House a list of all pens 
, t ve f r by |] es ‘ 
sions granted and now payable to natives 
and foreigners, from the first January 1800, 


ime, (raer vir. Corry 


, Was decided ; he would not, how- 
oppose its going to a commiitee. 
luke of Clarence said, be would trou- 
- House with a few words only ; he 
° rfectly +h oe. b] gp ee mi | 
i A Uy With 1s Noovle ana learpnec . a ‘were : am tins ri ms 
\d on the woolsack, and in a great mea- | “' ok pee de beet WT en Tae ana Pe 
oh she eb tee ates . 4 9 | dered to be read a second time tie next day, 
be noble and learned Earl who 1 Sar fe : 
t ont diveie he - — The report of the 
(satdown, Whether he was favour- es Vata \ shay teil chbened:te a thied 
7 ceived, aud the bill ordered to be read a thir 
adverse to the present bill, he must | sep chev ed 
ine. 


to the present 
pres nted a bill rendering justices of the 


peace in Ireland mor ate in the execution 
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- — Lae ‘ 
poor returns biit was re- 


—_ 


where a bill of so much impor- 
-up to that Honse at su advanced (Cuurcen anp Carpet Biriri.] — Mr, 
dof the session, it should meet with | Burton moved the second reading of the 
st serious attention and consideration | bill for the better providing, building, and 
heir Lordships. He had no objection, | repairing chapels, churches, &c. for mini- 
RH said, to confess, that he was in- sters, and for providing church-yards and 
ned to be favourable to the principle of | giebes, and enabling ministers to recover 
the oll, Which seemed to be confessed on all | donations by will or deed. 
“acs to be such as entitled it to go to a | Mr. Hurst said, he felt great objections to 
‘Dmittee, in'which he trusted it might be | the principle of this bill, in so far as it afs 
neaded and rendered fit to be proceeded on, | fected the whole code of laws known by the 
Was necessary to make some allowance on | name of the Mortmain Act, and he was, 
int of those who drew the bill being | therefore, hopeful that the House would 
men of business, and perhaps drawing it | not encourage the adoption of such a mea- 
T with a view to the trade, than with | sure. He thought it could be styled nothing 
“\ Consideration of any jadicial proceeding | else than a total repeal of the Mortmain Actg 
00 it. now in existence, as it would entirely defeat 
y The Lord Chancellor rose, to remind the | all the objects of those laws, and introduce 
: me aad learned Earl who had mentioned | all the evils which the Mortmain Laws went 
thease of the bill coming so Jate into | to remedy. These were acts, he said, which 
wee ve» that with regard to himself, this | had met with the approbation of the coun, 
W2s, as the noble and learned Earl must be | try for no less than four centuries, and he 
ne i. the time when he was more particu- | knew that he was not singular in his opis 
othe pressed upon by business, than at any | nion ; he, therefore, concluded with sr 
| beued of the year, but he should not, | ing that the bill be read 4 second time tig 


00 ;! 
‘Mat account, neglect his attention to the | day three months, 
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-o deep-rooted conviction of the neces- 
cow of expedition and promptitude in the 
present critical situation of public affairs, | 
than that which was entertained by. every 
ividual of his Majesty's Goverament. He 
jd. with confidence, assure the House, 

4 even of a single day, was sin- 
rely regretted by every one of them, and 
by none more so than by his right hon. 
friend, who was entrusted with the charge 
g forward the motion. Every 
exertion was at present made in every. de- 
partment, for the purpose of bringing not 
culy the minds of the inhabiiants, but even 
the means of the country into exertion ; and 
¢ too had no hesitation in saying, that every 
exertion, however great, was absolutely ne- 
cessary, in order to create a conscious secv- 
rity in the minds of every individual in the 
country. He however begged that gent. 
would not suppose, that the measures which 
were in contemplation were not such as re- 
quired mature and deliberate investigation, 
He could assure the House, that the mea- 
sures about to be adopted were not such as 
ought to be imprudently planned, or incon- 
side rately proposed to the House. The plan 
Which was intended by his right hen. friend 
to be submitted to their consideration was, 
ie must own, one which appeared gigantic 
iatsextent; but it was not one which, in 
is Opiaion, could in any respect be still 
greater, or which would bear more severely 
on the public, than the exigencies of the 
country loudly cail for. It was his belief, 
that the delay which was thought necessary 
on the present occasion would not be pro- 
ductive of dangerous consequences. In his 
“pinion, if it be in the power of his right 
: . friend to produce the measure in ques- 
“90 00 Monday next somewhat more com- 
Pete in its detail, and more perfect in its 
principle, it wou'd be attended with more 
reel consequences, and he was sensible 
iat the House would then be more able to 
g've it every necessary attention. He was 
: ny to detain the House so long on this 
well be - he knew that no apology could 
ere oo ered ioe delaying such a measure, 
to he cas re oudly called for, with a view 
tin hae of the country. He was cer- 
aia hed er the experience which the 
activity a - Lk - former occasions of the 
Would join with re h pty sane: 4 
te present instance could with propriety at 
tach to those at t head £ fan oe 
country knew rs © head of affairs. 1c 
ready made re great exertions were al- 
ection § » and were now potting into ex- 
or the defence of the realm, and he 
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thoroughly convinced, that no opportunity 
would be lost in bi inging forward a measure, 
which the exigencies of the state seemed to 
render necessary, in addition to the plans al- 
ready adopted. He had no doubt, but that 
the pradent exertions of Government would 
greatly add to the security of the country. 


He could positively assure the House, that 


so far from any delay being occasioned unne- 
cessarily in regard to the adoption of the pre- 
sent measure, it was one which principally 
occupied the attention of Government for 
the last ten days. It was one, however, 
which required such great attention, that it 
was found impossible to bring it forward 
sooner, There were other avocations of 
great importance, which also contributed to 
the delay, and such too as could not admit ot 
being’ postponed. Upon the whole, there- 
fore, he hoped, that the House would be 
convinced that the delay proposed would not 
at all tend to retard the accomplishment of 
the measure, but, on the contrary, would 
contribute to its being brought forward in a 
state of great perfection and maturity. 
(Income Tax.J—The order of the day for 
the further consideration of the report of the 
committee on the bill for laying a tax oa 
landed and personal property being read, 
Mr. WV. Smith rose, and entered, at very 
considerable length into the principle and 
provisions of the bill. To the former, his 
objections were so decided, that he declared 
he should feel it his duty to take the sense of 
the House upon it in this stage. His objece 
tions to the inequality of the tax, to the mode 
of collection, and to its operation, particu- 
larly as to the landed interest, he perceived 
were not at all removed, though much was 
promised on a former day. ‘That the funds 
ought to be taxed according to the objects of 
this bill, he readily admitted; but he was of 
opinion that they ought to be taxed in a 
larger proportion than land, because the lat- 
ter was subject to many burthens from which 
the former was entirely exempted, As to 
the tax on trade, his grand objection was, 
that if the tax were to be levied at all, it 
should be equally collected, and that appear- 
ed impossible, unless by the establishment 
of an inquisition, which would be much 
more intolerable than any tax, and this in- 
quisition too to be renewed yeafly, in the 
same way as that under the former income 
bill. To such means of raising the supply, 
every wise statesman and every benevolent 
man, must, in his jadgment, be adverse —for 
it would almost unavoidably tend {o irritate 
the passions and to depress the spirits of the 
people, to irritate those pas-ions, which a 
wise legislation would endeavour to lay 
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asleep, and to depress those spirits which it 
was peculiarly our interest in the present 
state of the country to Keep alive; but the 
measure before the House, if suffered to pass, 
would operate the destruction of that bold 
independent principle which was now so u1e- 
cessary to defend the country. Sure he was, 
that some time since such a measure would 
not have been borne in England; that every 
hand, heart and voice would have been raised 
against it with as much unanimity and reso- 
Jution. as he trusted would appear against 
any invading foe. He did not mean that 
the tax would have been opposed with force 
and violence, but that the opposition would 
have been such that no minister would have 
dared to propose it; but the times were ma- 
teria'ly changed. He recollected that even 
in the year 1704, one of the London news- 
papers, in describing the various evils which 
the French, should they succeed in invasion, 
would inflict upon this country, particularly 
dwelt upon, as the most prominent in the 
catalogue, a schedule of taxation, which was 
in fact the skeleton of the bill before the 
House, and of the former act from which it 
originated; such then, even at that late pe- 
riod, was the abhorrence which Englishmen 
felt against an income tax. He would call 
upon any gentleman to ask himself, whether 
he would not feel extremely offended, if his 
equal, or even intimate, should presume to 
put to him the same questions as to the state 
of his affairs, which under this bill the infe- 
rior officers of Government will be authorised 
to put? Could then any man, who felt the 
pride of independence, enduresuch a measure? 
The principle was in fact so generally odious, 
that an attempt to press it on the House and 
the country manifested an indifference to 
that universal and unequivocal sentiment of 
abhorrence which urged to the abolition of 
the former income act. It was in fact such 
an outrage upon the popular opinion, as a 
prudent minister ought to have avoided. If 
the tax, however, was to be persisted in, 
ejuality of payment was desirable, but how 
was that to be obtained ?—+By disclosures 
which could not be enforced but by a viola- 
tion of every principle of freedom, and an 
outrage upon every feeling of pride. It was 
to be wished, however, that it might be 
equally collected, though he could not per- 
suade himself to suggest any means, for if a 
holy office of tax gathering was to be esta- 
blished, he was not inclined to become a fa- 
tmiliar. The right hon. gent. on the trea- 
sury bench had stated, that without this mea- 
sure no means Could be devised of imposing 
@ fair contribution suited to the circumstan- 
ecs of men ; but he would maintain that it 


PARL. DEBATES, Jury 13.—Jncome Tax. 











[1076 


was a mistake to suppose that this was such 
a contribution as he described. It won 
press upon the trading community very little 
indeed, for they would make the consumers 
pay, as they uniformly did, every tax levied 
upon them ; they will remunerate themselyes 
in their increased profits for any burthens im. 
posed upon them. If traders would not com. 
pensate themselves so in this instance, the 
tax would be still more unequal. The House 
was therefore placed in this dilemma, that it 
must enher impose a very considerable bur- 
then on the consumers, or a very unequal 
tax upon the traders—upon the higher Jas; 
of whom he admitted this tax would not 
press much. The hon, member stated, 
that his last, but not least important, objec- 
tion to the bill, was ils extreme length and 
complexity. It was necessary to be under- 
stood by all classes of the community, end 
yet it was so long, that he verily believed 
19 out of 20 would not attempt to read i, 
and from its complexity, he ventured to say, 
very few wou!d understand it. The princi- 
ple, he repeated, was such as all the best 
writers disapproved, and the practice, as ma- 
nifested during the continuance of the former 
income act, was even more mi-chievous than 
the writers appeared to caicuiate. 

Mr. Pittsaid, he would not follow the hon. 
gent. who had just sat down, through the 
whole of his observations, for this reason, 
that it did not appear necessary, for the) 
were not objections altogether applying (0 
the measure before the House: they were, 
indeed, for the most part, not at all new, 
and had been frequently answered. before. 
The hon. gent. had said, that as far as this 
measure differed from: the former income 
tax, he thought it less exceptionable. For 
himself he would say, that if it should turn 
out from experience to be better, he ~_ 
be very happy, but if not materially year 
from its present shape, he was mueh aira' 
it would not. To the principle of raising (he 
supplies within the year he was glad to fu 
so many converts of late from among those 
who so warmly opposed it when iat aon 
ple was first proposed, The hon. em 
seemed now to approve of this princi % 
and he professed to respect the decisions 0! 
former Parliaments. Indeed the hon. a: 
views appeared to be materially og 
and the measures were of much use w® 4 

4 nt, ad 
produced such a change in the hon. ge ste. 
many of his friends. Really, 10 his J dl 
ment, we did owe much to ay pot Oe 
had.to contend with, for he had 
" s : we never sus 
in exciting a feeling such as we | me 

ed for in the 59" 
pected to be felt or look imity 
quarter; he had produced af 
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which was astonishing and unexpected, and 
he had disposed gents. to look to that consti- 
tutional retuge in the hour of calamity, the 
Parliament. He hoped those sentiments 
were general, however contrary to some 
opinions formerly promulgated, as well un- 
der the privilege of Parliament as through 
other mediums of publication. But with 
respect to the principle of the measure 
before the Hovse, the honourable gent. 
quoted authorities to shew that it was ob- 
jectionable. The same authorities, how- 
ever, with others also who had great names, 
might be chosen as the roots of any oppo:i- 
tiou to the constitution or the government. 
Those authorities the hon. gent. relied upon 
as sufficient to proscribe the theory of a tax 
vpon income, and his own namesake (Dr. 
Adam Smith), who was not by the by very 
likely to be canonized, seemed to be the 
main pillar of his confidence in reprobating 
this project, of which he might have formed 
a judgment without having recourse to any 
remote history; for, without consulting the 
opinion of departed sages, it was competent 
lo the youngest person in the House to reason 
from his own experience upon the operation 
end effects of the income tax. It was a 
measure adopted at a time when the gloom 
of despondency hung over the minds of the 
most firm, and when fear and apprehension 
was to be found among the most loyal. Then 
that gloom and that fear considerably ob- 
structed the progress of a measure, which, 
according to the prophecies then confidently 
uitered, and nearly in the same terms as 
those used by the hon. gent. that evening, 
would tend to increase the gloom and to de- 
‘troy the spirit of the country; but what 
Were the consequences of this much abused 
measure? why, that subsequent to its adop- 
ion the spirit of the country grew up with 
rapidity and vigour, its triamphs extended, 
i's good fortune, as it were, revived; for, 
ds Gon might be the disappointments of 
y , whatever the terms upon which, 
=a state of Europe, it was found 
tre conclude a peace, as far as re- 
ks eae character, strength, and glory of 
denen’ ry, they never stood upon such 
“ited grounds. There was, in fact, no 

sehen our annals in which the wisdom, 
Mora and tirmness of parliament—the 
pean} aoc: and steadiness of the 
ot caren _ Perse: and heroism 
eminent, nop n ies, were so highly 
mie baie Prine upon which an English- 
Siena of cow is hands with such just 
xultation and pride; and yet 
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opinion and that of his friends, threatened to 
produce the extinction of our public spirit, 
and of course would endanger the existence 
of our national security, Among all the ob- 
servations of the hon. gent. he recollected 


only one that was new, and that was this, 


that if even, as he termed it, a holy ofince of 


inquisition for collecting the tax proposed by 
this bill were appointed from the trading part 
of the communiiy, the only effect of it would 
be to squeeze out of them nothing. Though 
this statement might reconcile some people 
to the bill before the House, he contcssed it 
could not have that influence with him; but 
the illustration of this argument was rather 
singular from the hon, geut, that is, traders 
would not suffer themselves, because they 
would make the consumers pay any tax 
vhich might be imposed upon them. This 
certainly was a position which, though it had 
some good authorities to support it, yet was 
opposed upon a very distinguished occasion 
by many great authorities, among whom was 
the hon. gent. himself, upou the discussions 
respecting the shop tax, ‘This was an au- 
thority which he reco!lected, though perhaps 
it might be opposed by some pf the many 
books. which the hon. gent. had read and ta- 
ken occasion to cite in the course of this dis- 
cussion. — With respect to the provisions of 
the bill under consideration, there were 
many of them of which he strongly disap- 
proved. The modes of disposing of capital 
should not by any means be interfered with, 
through the operation of a partial tax, tend- 
ing to encourage the application of that capi- 
tal to one mode in preference to another. 
Those modes were various. One likes to 
employ his capital in a business which re- 
quires great labour, and from which he looks 
for proportionate profits; another seeks to 
derive profits from his capital in great risks; 
and a third choses to indulge in laziness, and 
to enjoy a small profit in security. Gf the 
jJatter, some resort to the funds, and others 
toland. It struck his mind that any attempt 
to meddle by a legislative measure with 
this, the usual and spontaneous distribution 
ot property, would be highly injadicious and 
unjust, would be extremely unequal, and 
tend to violate the very character of an in- 
come tax. ‘The great mass of property to be 
found in this country should be left to find 
itsown level. If taxes are to be levied, they 
should be accommodated to the present state 
of property, which should in no case be dis- 
turbed. Every man had, to be sure, the 
right of disposing of his capital 2s he pleased. 
But in a country like this it would be unwige 
to encourage any man by a partial tax, to 


's Measure was taken, which, in his | give bis capital a particular direction; yet 
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such was the tendency of certain clauses in 
the act before the house, which he honed 
would be corrected in the committee. The 
tax upon income should, according to its 
principle, be universal, and no mao should 
be suffered to withdraw himself from it, or 
to escape its operation, but under certain cir- 
cumstances, not to include the exemption, or 
unegual taxation, of any particular class of 
proprietors. These general observations he 
said he would take occasion to apply by and 
by to some clauses of the bill; and recurring 
to the remark of the hon. member (Mr. 
Smith), that the taxes on traders are always 
paid by the consumers, he contrasted this as- 
sertion with the arguments made use of by 
she hon. gent. and his colleagues, at the se- 
veral debates on the shop tax, when that hon. 
gent. was surrounded by a phalanx much 
Jarger than, happily for the house and the 
country, he had now to boast of, and much 
larger, he trusted, than he ever would have 
again. Mr, Pitt then took notice of those 
parts of the bil] to which he objecied, and 
with respect to which he hoped the house 
would not go into a commiitee again, with- 
out making it a special instruction to such 
commiitee to amend them. His objections 
referred to the principle of the abatements 
éa small incomes, in which land proprietors 
occupy their own property, and small annu- 
ities iv the fands were most unequally treat- 
ed (the latter, in fact, involving little short 
of a breach of public faith), and those too of 
that class of persons who were really entitled 
to compassion. It was proposed in the bill 
to make various abatements to persons hav- 
ing annual revenue not exceeding £250, and 
all under £60 a year to be entirely discharg- 
ed from the tax. From this exemption, 
however, the landed proprietors and receiv- 
ers of interest iv the funds to such amount 
were excluded. He could not conceive the 
grounds upon which this exclusion was pro- 
fessed torest. It certainly was, with respect 
to the funds, a breach of the principle upon 
which loans had been comracted for, and 
what effects such an innovation was likely to 
have upon any future loan he would not pre- 
tend to say, but he wou!d maintain that it 
was a breach of promise to the contrittors 
for the loans. For this strange difference in 
the application, he was aware of but one ar- 
gumeat which was advanced, namely, that 
it was fair to take a distinction between the 
profits of capital employed io industry and 
that not arising from the same source. This 
distinction he thought the very reverse of 
wisdom; for if an equal tax was imposed on 
the revenue of the land owner, and the pro- 
fits of the man in trade, the deductions 
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should be the same from both, and th 
consistent with the principle of an income 
tax. No premium should be given to men 
to employ their capital in a particular way, 
and nothing could be more iniquitous than 
to grant such premium of the revenue of 
the poor land-owners occupying their owa 
ground, and the smaller annuitants ip the 
funds. It would be subversive of the system 
by which this country had prospered, would 
derange the regular course of property, and 
depart from that policy by which this coun- 
try had advanced in defiance of all the pe- 
dantry of law, and all the formality of posi- 
tive institution. If it were deemed a cood 
principle that the distinction he had alluded 
to.should prevail, be should wish to hear 
upon what grounds it was not extended fully, 
that no difference was taken only in revenues 
under £150-a year? Why, be would ask, 
should persons ef humble revenue in the 
funds and in land be made the sacrifices of 
this singular difference, while those of supe- 
rior revenues were left quite untouched ? 
He deprecated in the strongest terms a dis- 
tinction pregnant with so much injustice in 
principle, and so much mischief in impres- 
sion.— Mr, Pitt next proceeded to consicer 
the policy of the tax, as now madified, iu 
its operation on funded property. He cailed 
the attention of the House to the situation 
of many of those who were to be made hiadic 
to the whoie tax without any abatement, 
who had claims to abatement mach more 
powerful than numerous classes of possessors 
of other property to whom abatements were 
extended. When it was considered that 
many of those to be affected by it were tue 
aged and the infirm, altogether incapao:c of 
increasing their income by any exertion o! 
their own; when it was reflected that they 
were in possession of no capital which cost 
admit of increase; that their wretches pi'- 
tance could receive no possible augmcims: 
tion ; exposed to the unavoidable vicissi!uccs 
which the fluctuation of the funds expct 
enced, and destitute even of the imagine’) 
advantages of hope; was it, he would aig 
consistent either with humanity, far tess J" 
tice, to lay them under a pressure’so seve" 
Jt was hard that, under these disadvantes ’ 
they should be exposed to a fess onal 
which could not fail to add to difhienitics @ 
ready unavoidable. The principle of the 9 
as it now stood, was in itself uutair, and, % 
all events, if it were allowed to remaia, * 
same regulation ought to be extended \0 xa 
perty in the funds as to all the lower ari 
of property. But, above ali other 0p 
ations, he deprecated the proposed 3 an 
tion as inconsistent with national sali 
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as calculated to strike the first blow 
against that credit for which the country had 
been so Jong distinguished Jn every loan 
bil! the fundamental principle was, that 
there should be#io deduction from the divi- 
dends of those who became the creditors of 
the public. Some persons had even carried 
this so far as to contend that they ought not 
to be included in a general tax on income. 
He was at least confident’ that it was in- 
consistent with the dignity or justice of par- 
jiament to place those who had lent money 
to the public in a worse situation than at the 
time when the money was advanced, There 
was no violation ot any compact with the 
public creditor in making property arising 
from the funds be considered as a part of ge- 
neral income, but from the moment that the 
funds were separately taxed, what founda- 
tion could the public creditor rest upon in 
any future loan which it might be necessary 
to raie for the public service? Never at 
any period was it more important than at the 
present moment to preserve the public credit 
from the slightest suspicion. It would iu- 
deed be a most extraordinary and most un- 
accountable circumstance, if, at the time 
that we were, for the purpose of upholding 
the character of parliament, and maintain- 
ing the good faith of the country in paying 
every year upwards of six millions to the ex- 
unciioa of the national debt, we should, for 
the sake of gaining a revenue of a few hun- 
dred thousand pounds, resort to a tax which 
might strike at the root of public credit, and 
luaterially injure the future resources of the 
country, Such a step was peculiarly unsea- 
sonable at a moment when the propriety ot 
raising a large portion of the supplies withia 
the year had met the universal approbation 
©! all parts of the house. It might produce 
“ousequences on the public credit which he 
Would not thea pretend to describe. They 
might, however, unless couhteracted by wi- 
“T heasures, be long experienced by conse- 
bag of (he most disastrous natare. Af- 
lb ie. a tew more observations on this 
ae night hon, gent. sat down by de- 
“og 418 resolution, as soon as the motion 
‘ taxing the report irito further considera- 
: psc disposed of, to move an instruction 
_  samtimiites in terms of the concluding 
Part of his speech, rs 
eplanaica ae, eet eat f0. Hate Ae 
which nin at ah one of the opinions 
pie ee o” the subject of the 
right ee ; ps of the measures of the 
2000 any fh de .8 administration, had under- 
tion, of fea from the present situa- 
that they Min had no reason to believe 
| uadergo any change, 
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The Attorney Gencral begged leave, with 
the greatest possible deference to his right 
hon. friend (Mr Pitt), tor all whose opinions 
it was impossible for any man to entertain a 
higher idea than he did, to state the grounds 
in which he thought the measure ought to 
be viewed. He could not by any means ad- 
mit that there was a single prevision in the 
bill, in the slightest degree inconsistent with 
the national gvod faith, and he believed the 
House would give him credit, whea he de- 
clared that, if be conceived it in the smallest 
degree allied toa breach of the national cre- 
dit, he would be the jast man to give it the 
most distant support; he allowed, with his 
right hon. friend, that in every act of Parlia- 
ment, by which a loan was rai-ed, there was 
a special provision that the property to be 
funded for the public credit: r was to be heid 
sacred. There was nothing, however, in the 
bill at all incompatible with the stypulation. 
The capital of property in the funds was not 
to be taxed more than the capital of pro- 
perty of any other species. ‘The engagement 
of the public creditor was, not that the pro- 
perty in the fands was not to contribu'e any 
thing to the public service, but that it should 
not be taxed, except in case where every 
other species of property was ineluded. Thia, 
he was sure, was the precise principle of the 
bill, and he was at a loss to see how it was 
so far liable to any particular objection. 
But it was objected, that on the tax proposed 
to be levied on the funds, there were to be 
exemptions. The same principle, it was ia 
the first place to be recollected, was applied 
to landed property, and to income arising 
from interest and annuity. ‘The exemptions 
and abatements which had been formed were 
arranged on what he could not but think 
founded in fairness and justice. They were 
to be founded on a mixed consideration of 
capital and iudustry, and referred only to the 
Jower classes of income. in these the amount 
of capital was very incousiderable, and it was 
to grant to the small trader that allowance 
which was due to his personal exertions, 
that the scale of abatements had not pro- 
ceeded beyond a hundred and fitty pounds 
a year, because beyond that sum capital ne- 
cessarily increased,-and labour was not cone 
fined to personal exertiog, but the extension 
of capital rendered necessary an aogmenta- 
tion of assistance, There was, however, ia 
this no unjust or partial pressure on property 
in the funds. If those who possessed pro- 
perty in the funds chose to withdraw and 
vest it in some speculation, where to render 
it productive personal exeriiog was neces- 
anny it would just experience the same ine 
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to those whose profits arising from capital 
were less than a hundred and fifty pounds 
a year. He did not deny that the present 
clauses of the bill, as far as the tax on the 
funds was concerned, might be simplified 
dnd improved. ‘This, however, could be 
very easily done in the Committee. He was 
very much disposed to think, that any alte- 
ration to the extent which his right hon. 
friend proposed, would necessarily occasion 
much of that disclosure of circumstances 
which it was so much the wish of the fra- 
mers of the bill to prevent as far as possible. 
At all events, however, whatever improve- 
ments might be introduced, could better be 
suggested in the Committee, than proposed 
in the form of instructions. ‘This be could 
not but consider an irregular mode of pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. Gregor (from under the gallery) spoke 


for a few minutes, but in a iow tone of 


voice. We could only collect generally, 
that he was a friend to the instruction which 
Mr. Pitt had declared his determination to 
propose. : 

Mr. Kinnaird, in very energetic terms, 
followed on the same side. Before the House 
went into the Committee, he was anxious 
that the principle of the bill should be fully 
understood. From the very luminous speech 
of the right hon. gent. opposite (Mr. Pitt), 
with almost all of whose strictures on the 
measure he perfectly agreed, he could not 
hesitate in collecting that the bill was to be 
considered as an income bill. The hon. and 
Jearned gent. opposite (the Attorney Ge- 
neral) had on the other hand laboured hard 
to prove that it was atax on capital. He ri 
diculed what the last speaker but one had 
said about disclosure, and contended that 
there would be no want of persons ready to 
declare their income, if by this means they 
might be excused from the payment of an 
oppressive tax. He adverted to the tax as 
it referred to Scotland, condemned it as con- 
trary to the articles of the union, gave notice 
of his intention to move an instruction to the 
Commitiee on the subject, and expressed a 
hope that the right hon. geut. would afford 
him his powerful support. Before he sat 
down, he alluded to the delay in bringing 
forward the measure for the general defence 
of the country, which he had confidently 
expected to have heard detailed next day. 
Ministers boasted of their having long and 
seriously revolved the subject in their minds, 
but now the House was told that the mea- 
sure could not yet be produced, lest it should 
appear in a crude and undigested form. 
When such was the langaage and conduct of 
Ministers, be had strongly doubted how far 
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he could, cousistently with his duty, 
them with the supplies which it ‘mi 
proper to vote for the public service, 
Mr. Wilberforce impressed on the House 
the expediency of introducing some very 
important alterations into the bill, which 
as it now stood, appeared to him peculiarly 
objectionable. If once the propriety of 9 
iax on capital was admitted, then it would 
be necessary to ascertain its intrinsic worth, 
and to calculate the value of capital em- 
ployed in a great variety of ways. This of 
itself would be an inconvenience which 
would fully demonstrate the impolicy of 
such a mode of taxation. He perfectly a- 
greed with what had been thrown out about 
landholders, under a certain annua! income, 
not being entitled to any abatement of the 
tax. This was a class of men, of whom he 
had to reckon a very large proportion among 
the number of his constituents. 
them lived on their own farms, with the 
assistance of some adventitious source of in- 
come, while others wholly supported them- 
selves and families by the produce of the 
land. The attachment, the loyalty, the pub- 
lic spirit of this respectuble part of the com- 
munity were not unknown to the House; 
and was it fair, at a moment like the pre- 
sent, to place them under au unequal system 
of taxation? The people of this country, he 
was sure, had good sense and public spirit 
enough to submit to such burthens as wer 
necessary for the support of the public set 
vice, if they were but fairly and impartially 
imposed. Nothing, however, would soonet 
excite discontent than apy appearance = 
tiality or oppression in the mode of bev ying 
the taxes. This every man would deprecate 
as the greatest evil-that could happen ae 
the present situation of the country. J his 
wus-a time to soothe and conciliate, ach 
goad or to irritate the people. co bBee ” 
the same general remarks to the stock an 5s 
who were not to be exempted by the bil * 
it now stood, or were to receive no ne 
ments. With considerable feeling he “ 
scribed their claim both on the ease 
humanity of the House. Jpthastant U 
argument drawn from views of See om 
faith, and insisted, that unless th ae f 
allowed equal advantages with the . Sag 
other property, they had a bois tig 
plain of a violation of the public cr a mi 
Mr. Dent was on the same oa Exche- 
gued that, if the Chancellor of aa of a tat 
quer did not fully explain his vie ved for the 
on the funds to those who contrac atl 
loan, he had been guilty of very TP 
ble inattention to their interest. 


The Chancellor of the Excbequer 
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that those who appealed to the hamanity or 
to the justice of the House on the subject of 
the tax were entitled to have their opinions 

F reated with all due respect and considera- 
i. Above all it was highly important to 
ve it ascertained how far it was at all cal- 
F culated in the remotest degree to interfere 
with the national credit, which was, under 
B every possible consideration, to be preserved 
‘nviolate. He hoped that he was not less in- 
dined than any other member in the House to 
listen to the calls of humanity, and if it could 
be proved that the operation of the tax would 
be inconsistent with humanity, he certainly 
should not persevere in pressing it to the 
But unless this could be made out, 
he should feel it his duty to support it to the 
Futmost of his power, as a tax, under all the 
circumstances of the case, the best which 
could be brought forward for raising a large 
F portion of thesupplies withinthe year. Against 
ihe principle of the tax, excepting from one 
or two quarters, no objections had in the for- 
mer stages of the bill been brought forward, 
and ull that night he had not been aware 
| that there was any objection to the plan of 
raising a tax on the profits arising from ca- 
pital. It was not meant that any distinction 
should be formed betwixt the different spe- 
cies of capital. It was to the income arising 
from this capital that the provisions of the 
actwere 10 apply. The various species of 
cipiial were proposed to be divided into ca- 
pis in landed property, property in the 
funds, and money arising from interest or 
annuities. The other denomination of pro- 
perty to which the act was to extend arose 
from income dependent upon personal exer- 
| Uns, or arising from professions. It was 
iu {lis that distinction was to be founded. 
‘Very exertion had been made to render the 
“Peration of the tax on income and capital 
‘sequal and impartial as possible, while 
—_ a been employed to prevent the 
added 4 icable to capital from being super- 
thi mt pene labour and indrstry. On 
foes re ¢ the ratio had been established 
ais igs Boa a hundred and fifty pounds a 
minis The fue the exemptions and abate- 
eit Rey : cad stood exactly on the same 
im af cher eee of the tax, as land- 
tae hae 56: of property which had 
dchang Unk specified in the course of the 
shen iia a therefore, it could be 
tw cuchishie ad ante were exposed to any 
operation at S other property; unless the 
mote directly 1¢ tax could be shewn to be 
tible to my. ys iahaents, then it was impos- 
of the public ri gee = or: of any violation 
%: propeund aith, He had, since the tax 
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applications on the subject; but among the 
various objections stated, this had never been 
started, various as were the quarters from 
which the applications proceeded. The 
mode of levying the tax had been the princi 
pal ground of objection. He had not him- 
self been unaware, how eager and sensitive 
those connected with the credit of the coun- 
try were, in all cases where that credit could 
in the remotest degree be affected. Those 
applying to him had claimed that the divi- 
dends should be suffered to remain in the 
hands of the public creditor, that the busi- 
ness of the Stock Exchange should remain 
unembarrassed, that no penalties should at- 
tach to the non-payment of the daty at the 
time the dividends were delivered, Impres- 
sed with the importance of avoiding any 
thing like a shock to public credit, and wil- 
ling rather that the revenue should sustain 
some loss than that funded property should 
experience any depreciation, he had thought 
it his duty to accede to the substance of their 
requests. An hon. member had said some- 
thing about the communication of his design 
of imposing this tax to the gentlemen who 
contracted for the loan. That hon. gent. 
from his extensive connexions, ought to 
have known what was the real state of the 
case. He had only however to state, that 
he spoke this in the presence of some gentle- 
men who were present at the interview ; 
that he had disclosed his views in the fullest 
and most explicit manner. As to the equa 
lity of the operation of the tax, he had to 
observe, that it was formed on principles 
which appeared the best calculated to pro- 
mote that most important object. But he 
begged leave further to call the attention of 
the House to that measure, which had at its 
origin raised the public funds from a state 
of extraordinary depression, which had re- 
animated the national spirit, and led to the 
success which had distinguished the last years 
of the war. Of the beneficial consequences 
of this measure, no sort of doubt could be 
entertained; but of this he was sure, that 
no man would affirm that this tax, beneficial 
as it was in all its points of view, was equal 
in its operation, Perfect equality in the 
operation of any tax, however desirable it 


might be, was inconsistent with the imper- 


fection of human nature. He had no sort 
of objection to the presert tax being called 
an income tax, except in so far as he thought 
that the title, which had been assigned to ir, 
more fully described its nature. He finished 
by declaring his opivion that the proposition 
for instructing the Committee was unneces- 
sary and irregular. It could on!y embarrass 
the proceedings of the Committee, without 
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at all binding their decisions. He expressed 
2 hope that his right hon. friend would not 
imsist on pressing his motion. 

Mr. Pit, so far from having heard any 
reasons to him to withdraw his 
notice, declared his express determination 
to take the sense of the House on the sub- 
ject. 

Sir JV. Curtis said a few words, corrobo- 
rating the statement of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer respecting his commudica- 
tion to the gentlemen concerned in contract- 
ing for the lottery. 

Sir H. Mildmay observed, that the pre- 
sent was a bill imposing an income tax upon 
the full produce of landed property, without 
any deduction for interest or annu ties charg- 
ed upon such property. ‘This was a princi- 
ple which he considered as extremely unfair, 
and unless he was assured that there was a 
disposition on the part of his Maj«-ty’s Mi- 
nisters to obviate this objection, he should 
vote against the Speaker leaving the chair. 
He highly approved the exemptions of al! 
incomes under the value of £60 a year; 
and also that a scale of moderation shou!d be 
adopted towards incomes, from £060 to £150 
and upon the same principle; namely, a 
principle of lenity to persons of small income; 
he highly approved of the proposition of the 
right hon, gent. opposite to bim (Mr. Pitt) 
and should vote for his motion when it came 
regularly forward. But there was one point 
on which the bill would have a most severe 
and unequal operation, contrary to its avow- 
ed principle; namely, that of a fair, equal, 
and proportionate tax, for it made no ex- 
emption whatever in favour of the persons 
having large families, if their income ex- 
ceeded £150 a year, so that whether a man 
was single, or had a family of twelve children 
to support, there was no difference in the 
operation of the tax, though it must fall with 
a weight infinitely more oppressive in the 
Jatier than ia-the former case. The natural 
mode with persons of moderate income to 
countervail the tax, would be by resorting 
to rigid economy. 
small family might do, by abridging the 
number of his superfluities; by dismissing a 
part of his servants, his carriages, or his 
horses, and diminishing the profusion of his 
table; but a man of large family, whose in- 
come was barely able to support them in a 
style of moderate respectability, had no such 
opportunity, as he cou!d not dispense with 
the usual number of his servants: he could 
not avoid the expenses of educating hjs chil- 
dren, nor abridge the economy of a table al- 
ready stinted by the most rigid frugality. 
Upon such men the tax would begr most 
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oppressively ; and he thoucht some Consider. 
able exemption was necessary in their ba. 
half. He had asked the right hon. Chancel. 
lor of the Exchequer a question on this sub. 
ject, some time since, and understood him + 
say, that such an exemption as he now a!- 
luded to, would be adopted; but he found 
no such clause in the bill. If such exemp. 
tion was not made, the right hon. gent. 
would find his bill extremely unpopular, and 
the produce on which he reckoned, highly 
illusory. For though the gaols of the country 
should be filled with the fathers of families, 
he should not find it possible to extort from 
them that which they could not surrender 
withapt reducing their families to absolute 
want. He therefore wished, that if the richt 
hoa. gent. rejected this principle, he wovld 
abandon his newsystem of assessed taxes, and 
adopt the former income tax, as one inf- 
nitely less oppressive than the new arrang:- 
ment which was professed to be so much less 
burthensome. 

‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer wished 
to apprise the hon. baronet that a provision 
was intended to the purpose he proposed; 
and desired to know, if an exemption from 
the house and window tax, in favour ot per- 


_ sons with large families, would not go a 


great way towards the object he so earnest'y 
desired. | 
Dr. Laurence thoug't the tax on income, 
of every sort, a very fair one; but he disap- 
proved of the confusion necessatisy arising 
from the consolidating of two bills into one 
He fully coincided with the sentiments: f th 
right hon. gent under the gallery, ( Mr. : 
and should certainly vote for his propos 
motion for the instruction of the Committee. 
Lord Hawkesbury expressed some regret 
at the resolution taken by his right 40 
friend (Mr. Pitt) to press a motion for an 
instruction to a Committee, which, on) sate 
it was consistent with parliamentary ape 
was still unnecessary, because it would giv 
the Comittee no powers which they er 
vot have without that instruction, The @ 
ses wherein it was necessary to vote instroe- 
tions to Committees were, those wheres 
some new provision or clause, different on 
any thing in the bill referred for therr *s 
cussion, was necessary to be adopte?: te 
this case, however, there was nothing 0 
nature or substance of the regulate ie 
ed by his right hon. friend, Ants 
ommittee might not adopt as amen” 
to the bill without any such oping bet 
therefore, in his mind, it would Pas no 
ter way to let the House go into i 
mittee unembarrassed by an 15 


which would’ be mandatory upon them, 
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hey did not think fit to adopt the proposition. 
12. richt hon. friend had said, that this bill, 
; its present shape, would go to injure the 
Jit of the country; buat always a friend 
chat credit as he was, if he had the least 
. the bill could have such a tendency, he 
ald be one of the first to abandon it. His 
a onal idea of the former income tax 
. that it should attach upon all income 
ever, without exception, leaving com- 
‘ites and labour to find their own level 
consequence ;—but tothis it was objected, 
-yast numbers were so circumstanced, as 
able to raise their wages in time to 
feeling severe pressure from the tax ; 

l therefore it was that an exemption of the 
poorer classes was adopted. But in princi- 
ple, he thought that the tax ought to attach 
upon every man in proportion to his income, 
ji did not attach upen the funds merely as 
funds, but as an income arising from capital 
s) vested; and therefore in the distinction 
taken by the bill, between the income aris- 
wg princtpally from small capital, and much 
personal labour, which was uncertain and 
fluctuating, and mast cease with the death, 
or even the il'ness, of the party, and that on 
the income arising from solid and permanent 
capital in the tands, he thought the distinc- 
i made by the bill extremely fair, as its 
principe was to tax income arising from ca- 
} aud exempt, as much as possible, that 
2 f:om personal labour. Its object also 
» i conformity to the principle of raising 
supplies for the public service within the 


, 


the 


; year, by a tax on property in every tangible 


bape, 
Mr. Babington observed, that the principle 
exemption to personal and professional 
ub wers Was not carried throughout the 
bills an 1 be thought also with Mr. Pitt on 
“° propnety of exempting small capitals in 
the tunds. 
" Geary said, the right hon gent. 
ir, Pitt ) had said this bill woald bear hard 
" ibe ‘nds, and injure the public credit ; 
ae d the tax as fair upon funds as 
‘> “pou every other species of income: 
Mr. Pill explained by repeating his former 


t. tye 
si ; Ellison said, he had the honour ta 
“torerly for the income tax proposed 
(Me. ak hon. friend under the gallery 
ree: . He perfectly coincided with his 
Kt ae i at night on the exemption of mi- 
nan a in the funds, and on Janded 
Salty sean bat conceiving the Committee 
reat,'s Hpetent to adopt the right hon. 
Withoue Spotition, by way of amendment, 
Vote for a2 Previous instruction, he would 
Vor iw instruction to the Committee, 
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which would seem to have no other object 
than.to embarrass his Majesty's Ministers.— 
The report was ordered to be brought in. 
Mr. Pitt now rose to make his promised 
motion; in doing which he declined the re- 
petition of the arguments he had already 
used in support of it. His motion, he said, 
was objected to on the ground that the Com- 
mittee was empowered to do that which he 
wished, without insiruction; but as no- 
thing was said to dispute the parliamentary 
regularity of the motion he proposed, he 
felt it his duty to persist in it; because, how- 
ever he might otherwise approve the present 
bill, he could not give it his assent, unless 
the principle to which he alluded should be 
adopted ; nor would he vote that the bill go 
into a Committee, until he should have the 
assurance he now desired to that effect. The 
argument against his motion was, that the 
Committee may adopt the principle withoug 
the instruction; his motive for persisting 
was, that with the instruction they must 
adopt ic; and he was conVinced that if the 
Committee, after such instruction, omitted 
to adopt the principle, it would be a fullreae 
son to induce the House to re-commit the 
bill. He knew, that in the usual mode of 
voting instructions to Committees, ‘* that 
they have power to adopt such and such 
clauses,” it is for their option to adopt or 
reject; but where the instruction is positive 
aud mandatory, the House would, of course, 
exact compliance with its positive instruc- 
tion. He stated these reasons, not to shew 
that in all cases instructions were necessary 
to Committees for the adoption of particular 
clauses, but because this was a case which 
he considered of importance, and one, with- 
out which he could not give his assent to the 
bill, He said, he was not a little hurt at aj 
imputation coming from an bon. member on 
the oiher side of the House (Mr. Ellison) 
that he had chosen this motion as an attack 
to embarrass his Majesty's Government.— 
What! (continued Mr. Pitt) an attack on 
his Majesty s Government, because a Mem- 
ber of Parliament uses that which is his un- 
doubted privilege—to move for an instruc- 
tion to a Comjnittee upon a bill in discus- 
sion before the House! I should be sur- 
prised, indeed, if any of the right hon, 
gentlemen below me conceived my motion, «r 
ay conduct that night, in any such view as 
an ajtack wpon their measures. They have 
known for weeks past my objections on this 
ground; and if I did not state them publicly, 
in the first instance, but rather waited till 
the last moment, it was because I hoped the 
alteration would have been made in the bill 
before it came to this stages Mr. Pitt con- 
4G 
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cluded by moving, ‘* That it be an instruc- 
tion to the Committtee on the bill, to insert 
a clause for exempting all ineome arising 
from lands, or from property in the funds, in 
the same manner as income arising from any 
other species of property, profession, or em- 
ployment.” 

The Speaker rose and said, that consider- 
ing the turn which the debate had taken, he 
felt it his duty to state, that he entertained 
strong doubts whether it would be regular, 
or consistent with the established order of 
parliamentary proceedings, to put a question 
from the chair, upon the motion proposed by 
the right hon. gent. conceiving, as he did, 





that the Committee would have power to 


adopt the principle without the instruction, 
which would, therefore, be unnecessary. He 
said he bad not been able to recollect any 
case in which such a motion had been 
put from the chair, nor had he been remind- 
ed of any such case in the course of the de- 
bate; nor had he ever understood that the 
power given to a Committee by a vote of in- 
struction, was mandatory upon them to a- 
dopt the purpose for which they were so in- 
strocted; at the same time he should cheer- 
fully do his duty in putting any question from 
the chair which the House should think pro- 
per to direct. 

Mr. Pitt professed the highest deference 
to the authority of the chair; but said, that 
although he had not thought it necessary to 
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search for specific precedents applicable to | 


this case, which were so numerous on the 
Journals, though not, perhaps, in any recent 
practice, he had, however, requested a friend 
to look to the Journals, who had found one 
precisely in point. It was in session of 1721, 
vol, 19, page 623, when a bill was before 
the House tor appointing commissioners to 
examine the debts due by a paymaster of the 
forces, and it was moved as an instruction 
to the Committee on the bill, to nominate 
the same commissioners as had been appoint- 
ed by the bill of the preceding years. Here 
then was an instance where the Committee, 
without such instruction, might nominate or 
reject those persons or any of them; but the 
instraction being mandatory, they were 
bound and did comply with it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
felt great delicacy in delivering his opinion 
on the point which had created the doubt 
expressed from the chair; and though he 
could not certainly take upon him to say, 
that the motion made for this instruction was 
irregular, he certainly might be allowed to 
give his opinion, that it was not usual, and 
was a measure of that kind which he could 
least of all have expected on the present oc- 


? 
; 
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casion. In the very nature of things, it wag 
impossible that a Committee should be in. 
structed to do that, for the doing of which 
there is a discretionary power vested 
Such a proceeding’ was always used in 
where a larger power was intended to be vi. 
ven, but never in acase of this kind. Ithad 
been stated by his right hon. friend, that 
some gentlemen in thecourse of the debate, had 
contended that such an instruction as the 
present was a direct reflection on and attack 
against his Majesty’s Ministers. He did not 
recojlect to have heard such a sen‘iment de- 
livered by any one; and, for his own part, 
he assured the House, and his right hon, 
friend, that he personally had never felt it 
as a subject of complaint. He only wondered 
he had not heard of it before that night. He 


- 


In it, 


Cases 


had made it a point to take the opinions of 


all those who could be supposed best capable 


of forming a true judgment of the nature of 


the public funds, and in what respect this 
tax would affect them, by being laid on the 
income arising therefrom; and from every 
information he had been able to acquire, he 
could not find that any one person with 
whom he had conversed on the subject,’ was 
at all aware, or had conceived the smallest 
idea, that the distinction of which his nght 
hon. friend complained was in any respect 
held to be inconsistent with the public 
faith. It was not, he said, his intention a 
present to enter into that question ; but he 
would beg the House to consider the state 
in which it now stood. This was a bill 
which it was necessary should pass 45 soon 
as possible, as on it very much depended the 
public credit of the country. Every metho: 
had been taken to expedite it, by stating 
what were its contents; and if there had 
been any serious objection to any part of 1 
such might certainly have been brought ter 
ward in the previous stages of the bill 
When the House went into a Commitice, 
pro forma, in order that the bill might be 
printed for the consideration of the — 
on the question that the Speaker do leave - 
chair, it would have been competent (0 us 
tight hon. friend to have moved, that ee 
that should take place, such parts of the . 
as relate to public credit should be left ¥ 
and the merits of this question might a 
been then discussed, in a manner much = 
satisfactorily than by the method we bil 
the present occasion. That stage of | ae 
had passed; and now, when the House 


? 
ing into the Committee, for the porPe™ 
of bringing into full and fair gy one Pe 
principle and merits of the bill, the ng 
was brought forward, for an instruct! 


the Gommittee to exempt certain 
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from being taxed, under an idea that taxing 
them was a breach of public faith. He 
would not say that such a motion was irre- 
gular, but he thought it not very candid, 
and that it would be a much better mode of 
proceeding for the right hon. gent. even now 
to move that such parts of the bill as relate 
to the public credit be left out, than to per- 
sist in his present motion. 

Mr. Pits said, it could not be very inte- 
resting to the House to know exactly at what 
time the right hon. gent. was made acquaint- 
ed with his disapprobation of the tax on the 
funds; but he could and would positively 
say, that he had given him intimation of it 
from the moment he knew of the bill. He 
was surprised to find himslf now reprobated 
for nol having made his objections in previ- 
ous stages of the bill; but the House must be 
censible that he had refrained from doing so 
at the express desire of the right hon. gent. 
who had requested that the bill might go 
through a Committee in order to be printed, 
and that all discussion on the subject should 
be postponed till the present occasion. He 
iad made the right hon. gent. acquainted 
with what he thought of the defect of that 
part of the bill; and he had entertained hopes 
(vat, amongst the other parts of it which had 
undergone alterations and amendments, this 
part of it might have come in for its share. 
In this hope he waved making any public 
opposition to it, from a sincere desire to pro- 
mote the bill if that defect was removed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer solemnly 


“Ty 
? 
} 
i} 


| ‘sured the House, that nothing could be 


lurther from his idea, than that such a mode 
ol proceeding was intended to be pursued. 
\s to the early part of the right hon. gent.’s 
pecen, he assared him he never meant to 
Conplain of a want of communication of his 
arent on the subject; but only that he 
. nt ts considered that it was entertained 
~ “Moment in any quarter, that an ex- 
emption was a breach of faith. Even now 


would be better to leave out that part of | 


eit Which relates to public credit, than 
_ fing forward such an objection on such 
ean and for such a purpose. He 
- oe solemnly, that in what he had said 
dh * onduct of the right hon, gent. in 
ties Presi his motion, he did not 
2 reprencty: ey ¢ven a complaint, much less 

Sj 4 
We vecd A ee said, he saw this question 
right he, trent point of view from the 
The frie oo who moved this instruction. 
“A nice * ¢ of this bill he understood to be 
ois “a lat every one shall pay a fair and 
Question Portion of his income ; and .the 
ought to be, whether you will ad- 
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mit any exemptions at all? If you admit 
one single exemption, you go against the 
main principle of equality; but he denied 
that, by allowing any exemptions, the House 
would be guilty of a breach of faith. He 
should, therefore, vote against the instruc- 
tion. 

The right hon. the Treasurer of the Nawy 
observed, that the express wish of the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt) was, that the House 
should take every precaution in order to pre- 
vent any infraciion of the public faith. He 
was as anxious to promote such an intention 
as he believed the right hon. gent. possibly 
could be, and he had no doubt that such was 
also the earnest desire of those gentlemen who 
brought forward or supported the present 
measure. ‘his was attacking their conduct 
by a sort of side wind, which be did not 
think was altogether fair or proper at the 
present moment. If it was right that a tax 
upon property should be passed to support 
the exigencies of the state at the present cri- 
sis, he thought there could be no great ime 
propriety in the Bank paying the person who 
came to receive his dividend all but the tax, 
and handing over the amount of the tax to 
the proper officer, For his part, he could 
not see how, or with what propriety, the 
imposing of a tax could be termed a breach 
of faith, when the defence of the country, 
and the maintenance of its government re- 
quired that such a sacrifice should be made 
for the general benefit of the wbole, Under 
such circumstances, where was the impro- 
priety in taxing 4A. when it was admitted 
that B. standing perhaps in different circum- 
stances, but who received the same annual 
income, or possessed the same amount of 
capital, would be taxed to the same amount? 


The right hon. gent. had declared that it 


was not his desire to embarrass or to thwart 
the intertions of his Majesty's Government, 
He gave the right hon. gent, the most ample 
credit to the full’ extent of such a declara- 
tion; but he would put it to the candour of 
the right hon. gent. whether, at the present 
crisis, it would not be more considerate and 
more patriotic to suppress a sentiment like 
that, the meaning and intention of which 
was so liable to be perverted in another place? 
After the observation which had come from 
such high and respectable authority, he pat 
it to the feelings and the:candour of the right 
hon. gent. whether it was right to persist in 
arging the propriety of hia motion, afier the 
information he had reccived of its irregularity 
from the chair? (No, no, no! from all sida 
of the’ House.) ‘The right hon, gent. reg 
sumed. It was not his wish to misrepresent 
the sentiments of any gent, but more part: 
*G2 
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evlarly those which were delivered from such 
high authority as that of the person to whom 
he then alluded. Atall events he could not 
agree that it would be becoming in that 
House to be the foremost, except the city of 
London, in resisting the operation of the 
bill at such a crisis as the present. In this 
too it might be observed that, though that 
corporation, on all other occasions, was con- 
sidered as almost the leader of all the other 
corporations of the country, yet it was wor- 
thy of remark, that in this instance, not one 
city, not one county, nor one borough 
throughout the whole country had followed 
their example. Some gentlemen had observed, 
that the present was to be considered as a 
tax arising from capital only; if that were 
to be the case, Government and the Country 
would be deprived of the assistance of a 
great part of this important measure. There 
was a very considerable number of persons 
who, though engaged in trade, yet were not 
possessed of any capital whatsoever, they 
were merely dealers on commission, and 
possessed no property, no ariicle of the trade 
in which they dealt, and yet there were 
many of those received an income of more 
than £150 a year, In fact, taking it in 
every point of view, he could not see the 
necessity which existed tor the House adopt- 
ing the terms of the instruction then moved 
to be given to the Committee ; and he 
thought that the right hon. gent. should 
have paused before he uttered the expres- 
sions to which he then alluded—he lament- 
ed that they came from sach authority. 

Mr. Pitt offered a few words in expla- 
nation. The right hon. gent. had appealed 
to his feelings and his candour, and he had 
said, that ‘* he should have paused before he 
uttered” the expressions he bad made use of 
respecting that measure. He trusted that 
neither his candour nor his feelings would 
ever induce him, or indeed any other mem- 
ber of that House, so far to forget the duty 
and the independence of a British Member of 
Parliament, as to refrain from expressing, in 
gy and unequivocal terms, whatever might 

his opinion of any measure which was 
brought before that House. Some mention 
had been made of opposition to his Majesty's 
Ministers, and indeed some gentlemen appear- 
ed to him to have contracted such a regular 
habit of opposition, that they continued the 
same course in oneadminisiration which they 
had traversed in another, He was happy to 
see, however, that there was one gent. at 
Yeast, who did not remaia so inflexible, that 
some were capable of secing the nécessity 
there was for heir lendipg their assistance to 


- 
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his Majesty's Ministers at this 
crisis. 

Mr. Giles observed, that the clayse 
had been objected to referred only to the 
sinall landholder and the stockholder. ‘Pie 
clause, however, would be found to extend 
to others who fell within the deseriprion gi. 
ven only to them. The clause, in fact, went 
on a general principle to regulate the taxa. 
tion of all capital not arising from industry, 
He, on the whole, thought the present tax 
much less objectionable than the late income 
tax, which an hon. baronet had termed bis 
old friend, He should, therefore, vote 
against the instruction which had been mov- 
ed for the committee. 

Mr. Wilberforce spoke in favour of the in- 
struction. He contended, that the principle 
of it was to take care that those who derive 


Mportant 


Which 


on as good a footing as those who had in- 
comes of other kinds. There was nothing 
more dangerous than admitting nice distine- 
tions, when the public faith is concerned, 
He would, therefore, support the instruc. 
tion. 

Mr. H Lascelles thought the case of small 
proprictors required the attention and cons- 
deration of the House as much, or more, 
than any other description of persons. [He 
paid a high compliment to the character and 
talents of Mr. Pitt, and said, he should vote 
for the instruction, 

Mr. Tyrwhitt said, all our proceedings 
had evinced a spirit of unanimity to the pre- 
sept moment; and as the right hon. the At. 
Generalhad mentioned that some exemptions 
were to be made in the committee, he hoped 
that unanimity would not be interrupted, 
by persisting in the present motion. 

Sir E. Hartop requested to know of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, if he meant 
to stand by those exemptions mentioned by 
the Attorney-General ? | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer answet 
ed, that he meant to propose to the Con: 
mittee an exemption (o the extent mentor 
ed by his hon. and learned friend. \ 

Mr. Pitz said, that would not remove w 
objection ; for then it would remain 10 

; Y 60]. on otner 
proportion of 10], a year to 
income. , 

On the question being loudly a 
a division took place. Agaiust the ins vl 
tion, 150, -for it, 50, The House 


went into a Committee on the bil, saa 
lexander in the chair, The sev ar ~ 
not objected to were gone through, 4 
Chairman asked leave to sit 6° 
re ee 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, July 14. 
‘Minutes. |—Sir C. Pole moved the or- 


4 


3]! for transferring the Chatham Chest to 


der of the day, for the second reading of the 


Greenwich. Read a second time, and com- 
mitted for the next day.—The London Coal 


\farket Bill, the Friendly Societies’ Bill, the 
lish Justice of Peace Protection Bill, the 
Irish Ship Burning Bill, and the Guernsey 
Corn Bill, were read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to the Lords.—-Sir W. Geary 
presented a petition from the Debtors con- 
tined in Maidstone gaol. Crdered to lie on 
the table—The Lord Mayor moved, that 
the order of the day for the House resolving 
into a Committee on the City Additional 
Force Vill should be postponed till the next 
dey. Ortered.—The Volunteer Corps Bill 


was reed a second time, and committed for 
Mon iay ~The House, in a Committee, went 
through the Thames Police Bill. Ordered 
to be reported the next day.—Mr. Alexan- 
der brought up the reports of the Longitude 


Hi!, and the Grenada Loan Bill. Read a 
third time the next day —Mr. H, Adding. 
ton brought up a Bill for more speedily com- 
pieting the Militia of Great Britain, which 
was read a first time, and ordered”to be 
read a second time the next day. 


(Income 1vax.J—The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved the order of the day for 
tue Mouse resolving itself into a Commitiee 
of the whole House, on the Property and 
Income Lax Bill. Resolved accordingly.— 
Atter the Committee had proceeded some 
leagth in considering and discussing the bill, 
paragraph by paragraph, 

The Cbancellor of the Exchequer rose and 
‘ud, “ Sir, I rise at this time in the hope 
et shortening the discussion, I have con- 
‘ered the sentiments which were thrown 
out last night, with regard to exemptions ; 
and I am decidedly of the opinion I was 
tiea of, that no breach of good faith could 
possibly attach on the supposed distinction 

tween income arising from trade and other 
‘pecies of income. I would beg the Com- 
me i. advert to the principles of the bill, 
, nsidering of the propriety of the altera- 

00 about to be submitted to them. It is 
Py to make a distinction between the 
ine — from capital, and that aris- 
oma ily labour and.skill. In those 

‘Where the income is produced by a 


ream. of interest, from capital, and 
wish Ai. from bodily labour, it was my 
should enna indulgence, so that no person 


gs than 51. when his income 
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arising from capital is then one which may 
be fairly fixed with the tax. I mean to pro- 
pose an exception from the principle of the 
bill, in so far as regards that sort of income 
which drises not from bodily labour, but 
from the learned professions, which is even 
more extensive than that arising from capi- 
tal. Of all the cases of hardship to which 
this tax can apply, | conceive that it is most 
severe on the income arising from that spe- 
cies of industry. It will not be the policy 
of Parliament at this time to exclude the 
income arising from that source, however, 
from contributing a fair sum towards the 
present exigencies. ‘here is no one whe 
arrives to great attainments in such profes- 
sions as I allude to, who has not acquired a 
considerable proportion of capital; and you 
are, therefore, to combine the advantages 
which he thus derives, not from bodily la- 
bour, but from the labour of the mind, with 
the income arising from his capital. Almost 
every person engaged in trade may carry on 
that trade by means of representatives; but 
persons engaged in the learned professions 
must give in person that advice which is 
necessary, for no proxy can possibly be ad- 
mitted. It is absolately impossible to apply 
an unobjectionable mode of taxation. I 
fee) the difficulty of extending the exemp- 
tions, on account of creating a prodigious 
addition to the trouble of the Commissioners. 
It does not appear to me, however, to be 
unjust or irrational to make a distinctioa 
between capital arising from trade yielding 
a large interest, and that which yiclds a mo- 
derate income. No defalcation of any con- 
sequence would arise from the proposed ex- 
emption. There is no ground for a charge 
of violation of faith. It may be a matter of 
surprise to the Committee, that after consi- 
dering the subject with great anxiety, I 
should now feel disposed to think, under 
the present circumstances, that the public 
creditors should enjoy some exemption from 
the present ‘tax. Iam inclined to join in 
the wish which was pretty generally ex- 
pressed last night, to extend the exemptions 
to persons deriving their incomes from land 
to the amount of 1501. and to propose a 
scale for that purpose. Bat, Sir, 1 must 
fairly own, that I do this with great diffi- 
cu'ty. Itis a difficulty, however, which I 
am satisfied may be got the better of, at the 
expense of what is highly important towards 
the preservation of the bill—the avoiding 
disclosure and contributing towards the ease 
of collecting the tax. Sir, this is a moment, 
when, above all others, I am glad to see reluc- 
tance ip several gentlemento acquiesce in the 





adoption of any measure which may tend to 
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injure the feelings of any class of individuals. 
It is most desirable, important, and neces- 
sary, to carry with us the opinions and feel- 
ings of that very description of persons for 
whom I have been brought to reconcile my 
mind to these exemptions. They constitute 
a very considerable proportion of the yeo- 
manry, whose zeal, spirit, and ardent love 
of their country, have been manifested in a 
conspicuous manner during the last ten 
years, and never more alive to that ardent 
zeal than at the present moment. I am as- 
sured that an expectation was entertained 
by them, that they would experience the 
indulgence of the legislature, and that per- 
sons of a given income would not be subject 
to be taxed so fully as others. But having 
said this, I must acknowledge, that I look 
forward to some degree of defalcation in the 
amount of the tax, which will create a ne- 
cessity, if the war should continue, for Par- 
liament to act up to our avowed principle, 
of raising supplies within the year. I hope, 
therefore, that gentlemen will make up their 
minds to fill up the chasms which may arise 
from such exemptions. I shall now allude 
to the schedule which is necessary to intro- 
duce this exemption. I should propose to 
leave out that part of the bill, which begins 
with schedule B. No. 2, to the end of the 
20th page; with the intention ef proposing 
the next day certain clauses which may be 
introduced when approved of by the Com- 
mittee, so as to carry the purpose’ into ef- 
fect. Though I entertain a conviction that 
the bill will be got over, it will require very 
great diligence to prepare the clauses for the 
continuance of the discussion to-morrow. 
I apprehend, however, that they will be 
ready for consideration by that time." 

Mr. Pitt said, he had heard the observa- 
tions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
with inexpressible satisfaction. They had 
freed his mind from those objections which, 
had the measure been persisted in as it ori- 
ginally stood, would not have prevented him 
from supporting the bill in general. His 
objections could not have prevented him 
supporting the system of raising great part 
of the supplies within the year. But he 
thought the dangers would have counteract- 
ed the advantages of the plan. He was 
most anxious that there should be a probabi- 
lity of every man concurring in the measure 
in general, and in every part of it. Though 
in the detail there might be considerable 
difficulties, he trusted there would be none 
as to the fundamental principles. He trust- 
ed the Committee would proceed with 
minds actuated by a desire to render the 
bill as perfect as possible, Understanding 
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that the point which formed the basis of his 
objection was given up, he was not anx ous 
to tread over the controversy, or to adver to 
the motives which might have produced the 
changes. He would not quarrel because his 
arguments might not have been approved of. 
he was perfectly satisfied that the conclusion 
of them had been adopted. He observed, that 
as far as the exemptions were applied to 
landed and funded property, as well as other 
sources of income, there could be no difficy}. 
ty in adopting the bill without striking eut 
the schedules. 

The Attorney General said, as it was in. 
tended to carry the exemptions to every de- 
scription of income, it would be more con- 
venient to adopt a general provision that 
should extend to them. 

Dr. Laurence thought the mode of making 
the alteration in the bill should be left to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He was 
of opinion the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had acted wisely and politically, in giving 
way in favour of that bold peasantry, which, 
once extinguished, never could be suppliec. 
He could not pledge himself to vote for any 
tax that might be brought forward to supply 
the defalcation occasioned by the exemp- 
tions, but he was sure he should ever be dis- 
posed to vote for taxes to meet the exigency 
of the country. 

Mr. Buxton suggested there should be 
exemptions in favour of the landed interest 
for repairs. | 

Mr. Calcraft opposed this suggestion. 
He, as a land-holder, could not object to 
the tax, however hard it might press upon 
him. 

Mr. Rose suggested that the exemptions 
should be extended ‘to clergymen who . 1 
duty at several churches in the same paris, 
and were consequently obliged to kee) 4 
curate. Sei an 

Lord Hawkesbury said, the evil of this 
bill, as well as of the former one, arose a 
the necessity of exemptions. He thought ; 
tax lower in amount, without any wed 
tions, would be more desirable; for by 
adopting them a rule was laid dows me 
must be arbitrary, Whether the line 7 
drawn at 1001. or 2001. it was ee 
case could be stated, where a person mm 
1001. a year was, in fact, richer than ad 
ther with 2001. The less the one 
were multiplied, the more desirable " “ “s 
would be, Agreeing with his mgh! . 

friend as to extending the on sagen , 
yet cautioned the House aga'nst a 
them furthet, except in cases of ee ies 
they did, they would have all the “ i 

of the tax without their mouey's wor 
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might be true that the case of a clergyman 
might bear hard, but there was no case with 
regard to which a grievance might not exist. 
If they went into exemptions with too much 
minuteness, they would have no ground to 
stand upon. 

Mr. Hurst said, he was sorry the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer had conceded, He 
was of opinion every man in the country 
who had twenty shillings ought to pay one 
shilling to the state at the present crisis. 

Mr. William Smith said, that every thing 
which he had contended for was now grant- 
ed. The principle, that different species of 
property ought to be differently taxed, was 
recognized. He agreed very much with the 
noble Lord (Hawkesbury) that the property 
tobe taxed once fixed, they ought to go from 
the highest to the lowest without any abate- 
ment, 

Lord Arclibald Hami/ton said, that by the 
Oth article of the Act of Union, Scotland 
wis only to pay the land-tax in the propor- 
tion of .£50,000 for that country, for every 
two millions which was paid by England. 
He moved an amendment to that pur- 
ose, 

The Chancellor of the Ercbequer contended, 
that this was not a land-tax such as was 
meant by the act in question, and therefore 
the noble Lord’s argument fell to the 
ground, 

Mr. Hobbouse agreed with the Chancellor 
ofthe Kxchequer, that in the present in- 
stance all ought to pay in proportion to their 
circumstances, ‘The circumstances of Scot- 
land were changed since the union, and un- 
less it could be shewn that it could not pay, 
i ought to come forward with a fair and 
€qual proportion, He opposed the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Kinnaird maintained that this was a 
land-tax, so far as it went, to levy five per 
ite the income arising from land, and 
- Ves refore within the meaning of the Act 
res pa b Pe that act no disability to pay 
destpadad daa to be proved, and public faith 
to ability a ee Even with regard 
pte scotland was much in the same 
rye wir is sy to England as at the time 
England aa Scotland had improved, but 
leis Ie hae in proportion. Aa 
was latel as, that £20,000 (mighty sum ‘) 
rants a ee for :he improvement of 

“ey alf of the Scottish territory. 
tween x pocerse. = was carried on be- 
Mr. P oak torensy General, Mr. Caleraft, 
provemnens aaa &c. on the subject of the im- 
Menty jt arms on lease, which improve- 

Was proposed to tax according to 
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their value. Mr. Plummer at length noti- 
fied his intention to move, in a future stage 
of the bill, an amendment, as he considered 
the present claase as a most serious discous 
ragement to farmers, and consequently as 
being likely to injare the interests of agri- 
culture. —Several members, shared in a loag 
and desultory discussion on some clauses, 
and proposed amendments. In the course of 
which, speaking on the head of estates prin- 
cipally productive by fines, Mr. Pitt ebserv- 
ed, that such fines did not fall properly un- 
der the denomination of capital, but did cer- 
tainly constitute a part of income, as they 
formed the means of subsistence, upon which, 
undoubtedly, an average could easily be 
made out. Such, for instance, he said, were 
the lands of the church, of the.deans and 
chapters, of the bishops, of public schools, 
and of that respectable body whom he had 
the honour to represent in that House. All 
these different descriptions of property must 
necessarily be liable to the operation of the 
tax upon income, according to the average 
ascertained.—The Committee then went 
through various other clauses, after which, 
on the suggestion of Mr. W. Smith, the 
question was pat, “ that the chairman re- 
port progress, and ask leave to sit again ;” 
which being agreed to, the Speaker resumed 
the chair, and after disposing of a few 
other orders of the day, the House ad- 
journed. 











———— 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, July 15. 


[ScoTcH APPEAL, LOTHIAN VU. HENDER- 
son.!}—The Lord Chancellor pronounced 
the judgment in this cause, by which the Ine 
terlocutor in the Court of Session is affirm- 
ed.—The original action in this cause was on 
a policy of insurance on an American vessel 
condemned in the Courts of France, on ac- 
count of not having the muster-roll on 
board. In this case a special agreement had 
taken place between the insurers and the as- 
sured, that the cargo should be ‘paid for in 
bills of a certain date, notwithstanding a cap- 
ture, if the cargo should be proved to have 
been actually American property; and there- 
fore, that there was no contravention of the 
warranty on the part assured, This deci- 
sion takes the present action entirely out of 
the class of the decisions which have inva- 
riably taken place in the Courts in England 
for half a century, in cases where neutral 
vessels insured in this country have becn 
condemned in Courts in France; this ccse 
standing on its own bottem, 
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[BILL TO AMEND THE ACT OF QUEEN 
ANNE, FOR THE BésTTER PROVISION OF 
THE cLERGY.}— The order of the day for 
reading this bili a third time having been 
moved, the Lord Chancellor read the bill, 
when 

«The Earl of Suffolk rose and said, he had 
some few observations to make, but he 
would endeavour to avoid the repetition of 
what he had formerly said upon the subject, 
as much as possible, His lordship then said, 
the great objection he felt to this bill was, 
because it was unconstitutional, inasmuch 
as it trenched upon a statute of the most es- 
sential importance; viz. the Statute of 
Mortmain. ‘That statute, his lordship said, 
had passed nearly seventy years ago, 1730, 


-and was regarded by all the writers on the 


subject, as one of the wisest actsof Parliament 
that ever was passed. He could not, there- 
fore, but strongly object to the proceeding 
fo repeal that act, as the present bill did. 
He reasoned upon this point for some time, 
and then said, he had on a former day stated 
a real provision for the poorer clergy, and 
which would produce forty times as much 
as the whole amount of the income arising 
from Queen Anne’s bounty, which was po 
more than fitteen thousand pounds. Let 
the dignitaries of the church contribute two 
real first fruits, and two real tenths. His 
lordship stated the arguments that he had 
more than once used with regard to the be- 
neficed clergy, in possession of livings of 
more than 1001. a year, all of whom he 
would have contribute to assist their poorer 
brethren of the cloth, and also the dignified 
clergy of every description. In addition to 
this, if it should be found necessary, he 
would propose the measure recommended 
by the Bishop of Llandaff in his celebrated 
letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to 
deduct a third of the profits of all prebenda- 
ries, deaneries, and other livings under chap- 
ters, such as Bath and Wells, &c. and if a fur- 
ther sum should still be necessary, he (Lord 
Suffolk) would propose a tax of 2 per cent. 
on all livings above 3001. per annum to 
s00].; and after the latter sum, of 4 and 5 
per cent. according to their value. The first 
fruits and tenths were given to our kings be- 
fore the reformation, a practice which pre- 
vailed up to the reign of Queen Anne, who 
with great generosity gave them leave to 
establish a corporation, who were to distri- 
bute the produce among the inferior clergy. 
If the Pope had contioued his former supre- 
macy over the religion of this country, little 
doubt could be entertained but he would 
have insisted on a rea first-fruits and tenth ; 
and the crown being nuw placed in the situ- 
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ation of the Pope, had an undoubted right 
to exact the same, which would produce 
150,0900!. which he thought would be pee 
fectly adequate to the purpose. His lord. 
ship, speaking 8€ the Statute of Mortmain, 
said it was of the utmost ulility, for that 
many instances of the greatest abuses had 
prevailed antecedent to it, through the in. 
fluence of the clergy. He would state one 
that happened not many years since at No. 
ples, which was a Roman Catholic country, 
and consequently the prfests bad there wore 
influence over the minds of men under cir- 
cumstances of weakness and enthus asm, 
commonly felt by persons in a dying state, 
than in a Protestant country. <A priest was 
sent for to administer spiritual comfort to 
the mind of a man upon bis death-bed. The 
Prince de Cereeli, he believed, was the dying 
man, and possessed immense riches; the 
priest persuaded him to leave his whole for- 
fune exclusively to him, to the great preju- 
dice of his own family and relations. Nor 
was the priest contenied with his wealth 
only, but he would have the bed from vun- 
der the dying man. At that moment tle 
physician of the prince came into the room, 
and finding what was doing, said to the 
apr eg nr a swe enn the bed, i 
is my perquisite, and Ill have it.” ‘This al- 
tercation got abroad, and the will was in 
consequence set aside. His lordship then 
adverted to what he had_ before said relative 
to tithes being a heavy burthen on the im 
provements in agriculture ; and aliudiog fo 
what had on that oceasion been advanced by 
the Bishop of St. Asaph, “ that where tithes 
are taken in kind, it was universally fouod 
they were the best cultivated lands 1 
kingdom,” his lordship observed, that 1 Ws 
certainly true ; but so far from its bs ug * 
argument, that tithes were favourable 
agriculture, it only proved this incontestio 
fact, “ that where lands had been high!) vee 
proved, the clergy had uniformly insisted oa 
receiving tithes in kind.” His lordship oe 
he could not attend to another bill apo " 
subject, in the other House, as he co psn 
go into the country to encourage is ob 
and neighbours to act with energy andy ioe 
against the enemy, if he effected a negate 
His lordship reminded the House of was 
the consequence had been in France, “ 64 
he really believed, to the clergy of <ma 
joining the Tiers Etat; to that "greg 
he in a great measure attributed the aiffe- 
tion. Having touched pcg Dagar 
rent matters, some of which his lore 4 with 
mitted were not immediately wore his 
the present bill, he at length bre 

speech ty a conclusion. 
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The Bishop of St. Asafh rose to say, that 
notwithstanding the apprehensions of the no- 


' bleearl, that this bill was about to repeal the 
 Mortmain Act, as it was erroneously term- 


ed, the bill was not calculated to do any 
eich thing. It solely went to add a single 
exemption to those which already appeared 


! in what was called the Mortmain Act, viz. 
| the governors and trustees of Queen Anne’s 
‘ bounty. This single limited exemption was 
S all that the bill did. 


The Lord Chancellor left the woolsack to 


F explain to the noble earl, that he had not 
| beea the person to say what the noble earl 
‘lad imputed to him respecting tithes. His 


luidship said, the benefice of every clergy- 
man, with all its attendant advantages, was 


® 2s much his property as his freehold was his 
E property, 
‘always a great outcry about tithes, but he 


He contended, that there was 


never heard apy person pretend. to affect lay 
He contended, that no part of 


the risk of utterly destroying every part of 
the clerical character, Clergymen mast not 
be converted into farmers, and hold lands, 
unless it were meant to undermine the whole 
church But tithes were a 
‘avourite topic to hold out to alarm the po- 
pulace ; and in all the seditious publications, 
trom the year 1793 to 1796, it was selected 
and held forth as a fit means of degrading 
the Government, and putting the subjects 
out of humour with it. His lordship then 
went into an ample explanation of the 
nay ic He said, what 
tbe y termed the Mortmain Act con- 
“ued certain exemptions, and for many 
years it was held that these exemptions in- 


® clida . . : 
cluded the trust for the distribution of Queen 


Anne's bounty., But in the late Lord Cam- 
“i's lime, a cause came before him on the 
on whether the exemptions did in- 
rey ag ~ trust or not. Lord Camden held 
su ie not, and the new doctrine had 
ee . ever since. It was, therefore, ne- 
9 of 1 0 pee the accidental inadverten- 
vie ¢ Legislature, and set the Legislature 
‘. (where it was wrong. 
at rgd the bill, and nothing more ; bat 
they Pmt to the Mortmain Acis, when 
be fomma to be examined, they would not 
Viich «2 Merit the bigh commendations 
stand thom, who did not correctly under- 
them. were pleased to bestow upon 
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to him, his whole estate consisting chiefly 
of lay impropriations. Having stated this, 
his lordship was again entering into a dis- 
quisition on the conduct of the clergy of 
France previous to the revolution, when he 
was called to order by 

The Bishop: of S#. Asaph, who said, he 
would not sit patiently and hear the clergy of 
the Church of England compared with the 
clergy of France, between whom there was 
no parallel whatever. Besides, what had 
the conduct of the clergy of France to do 
with the present bill? 

Lord Suffo/k resumed, but was soon again 
called to order by the bishop, for continuing, 
to talk of the clergy of France, and also for 
speaking a second time. 

The Lord Chancellor thought the noble 
earl had risen to notice and explain about 
something which had fallen from him; but 
certainly he had not said one word about the 
clergy of France.—The bill -was read a third 
time, and passed, 

[WooLLten manuFracture.]—The Earl 
of Radnor presented a bill to authorize Parli- 
‘ament to keep alive till another session the 
bill now pending on the subject of the cloth 
ing trade and woollen manufacture, notwith- 
standing any prorogation or separation of 
Parliament. His lordship said, the other 
House had been occupied with examining 
evidence upon this bill before a Committee, 
and in the House, for eight months. It was 
therefore probable, that it would cost their 
lordships more time than would probably re-~ 
main of the session to go through it with due 
deliberation and attention, and it would be a 
very inconvenient matter to give the other 
House the trouble of expending another 
eight months upon it in the next session, 
by going over the whole work again, if it 
did not pass this session, which there was 
little probability of. His lordship added, 
that the bill which he had in his hand was 


_not without a precedent. 


The Lord Chancellor approved the object 
of the bill, but suggested, that as many ac- 
tions were pending, and others might be 
commenced in the interim, on the existing 
statutes, which the bill went to repeal, he 
trusted that a clause would be inserted in 
the noble earl’s bill, either there of in the 
other House, to suspend ali such actions tilk 
their lordships should have had time to have 
gone through their proceedi on the 
woollen manufacture bill, which they had 
referred to a Committee the other day. He 
admitted — the noble earl’s bill was not 


| "The. Duke of Clarence ssid, he would 
| only trouble the House with a few words, 
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He agreed most heartily in supporting the 
proposed bill of suspension, because the 
woollen manufacture bill was a bill of great 
importance, and its principle had been ap- 
proved of by both Houses; and it certainly 
would be right to afford their Committee full 
time to pay serious attention to the examina- 
tion of the witnesses, and the formation of 
the clauses of that bill. The proposed bill 
would secure that material object. —The bill 
was read a first time. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, July 15. 


{Minures.J—The Highland canal bill 
went through a Committee, and was order- 
ed to be reported the next day.—A message 
from the Lords announced their having 
agreed to the taxes amendment, the Irish 
revenue, and the Dublin port bills. A pe- 
tiou was presented from the debtors confined 
in the gaol of Liverpool, praying relief. Or- 
dered to lie on the table.—The prize count 
bill was then read a second time, and com- 
mitted for Tuesday next.—The House went 
through a Committee on the chest of Chat- 
ham transfer bill, the report of which was 
received immediately, ordered to be printed, 
and taken into further consideration on 
‘Luesday,—The militia amendment bill was 
read a second time, and committed for the 
next day.—The Grenada loan bill was read 
a third time and passed, 

([STIPENDIARY CLERGY. ]—=Sir JV. Scott 
rose, in pursuance of his notice, to call the 
aitention of the House to a very necessary 
and interesting subject. In the discussions 
of the bill, which he had lately the honour 
of submitting, a great deal had been said of 
the want of provision for the lower orders of 
the clergy, who were justly said to have been 
lett by the House in a state of degrading in- 
digence. It was with satisfaction he re- 

arked, that, in all that had been said on 
the subject, there was not a word uttered, 
which seemed to be the result of indifference 
for that religion to which our ancestors had 
been so fervently attached; from? which it 
may safely be inferred, that, whenever:the 
necessities of the country admit of it, the 
lower orders of the unbeneficed clergy 
would not fail to experience the kindness of 
the Legislature. Such a measure, however, 
must be left for other times, and what he 
had now to.offer was of such a nature as not 
to be attended with any expense to the pub- 
lic. The regulations be now. proposed, only 
related to the stipendiary clergy, who stood 
in situations very different from those who 
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were beneficed with livings on small cals. 
ries, without being provided with Parsonage. 
houses, or in general with any other accom. 
modations at the expense of the public. 
The persons he spoke of were not supplied 
by the law with any stations or houses, » 
had they no other dependence than volupts. 
ry agreement, until the statute of Queep 
Anne gave power to the bishops to allow 
curates salaries out of their livings, to the 
amount of 50]. annually. A subsequent 
statute gave bishops the power of extending 
it at discretion as far as the amount of 75). 
leaving, however, some difficulties in the 
way of its exeeution. There were certainly 
other establishments, of which persons duly 
educated and qualified, may avail them- 
selves, but these were but thinly distributed 
through the country. Modes had been sug- 
gested, by various persons, of affording them 
relief; but the Legislature must always 
consider any plan which tended to equalize 
them, or that .even’ approached to that sys- 
tem, as perfectly inadmissible, Were any 
of the church provisions to be perlectly equa- 
lized, it would deter men of family, learn- 
ing and talents, from embarking in that s:- 
cred profession, and it was also an error (0 
suppose that equalization would heve the 
effect of compelling residence. The plan 
he had to propose, was not that of equaliz 
ing the living between the recior and his 
curate, but of making a moderate improve: 
ment in the condition of the latter; for te 
due execution of the system he was induced 
to leave much to the discretion of the bishe 
ops, because, for this purpose, livings wert 
not to be taken at the rated value. om 
very small parishes, from the benevolence 
and liberality of individuals, and other inc 
dental or local circumstances, were 1° 
quently more advantageous, though conte 
ing only a small number of families, | : 
others, which were larger, and erage 
more populous. Other livings were 5° s 
tensive as to require many curates, an i" 
would not be reasonable that the “ws 
should be compelled to make them @ pr 
full allowances the measure would ee f. 
in other cases. There were other oe ’ 
ations also which ought to be cma sit 
It might happen that the so rear er hi 
be old, with a numerous family, Wo 
bered, °° 
curate was young and unincum ne oh 
wice versa. He then stated the mage 
his plan. At present the csaaapr pemreem 
the law paid at the discretion aang 
was to allow a curate 75]. a yeas 
at ae oe he amount of the living 
no.distinction as tot atlow bis 
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Pa fair portion of any living of 400l. a year— 
| beyond that, he was to have a fair fifth of 
every living. Should the amount of that be 
Fool, his fair profit would be 1001. a year, 
sad should the living be 1000], and there 
yo few beyond that sum in this country, his 
B prop: rion would be 2001. and in the same 
Frate for any higher amount. So much for 
the provision to be made for curates, and he 
next came to the question of residence. 
This, he said, must also be left to the dis- 
Pcretion of the bishop, according as the neces- 
sity of itwaried. The law, at present, point- 
Fed out vo place for the residence of curates, 
‘and the discretion was the more fit to be 
Fleft to the bishops, as the vicar’s house 
ld be an improper place, and if the rec- 
tor resided in the parish himself, that of the 
pcurate became the less necessary ; where 
Hilicre was any second parsonage, of course 
there would be no difficulty at ail.—Leave 
was then given to bring in the bill, 
(CHURCH-YARKDS AND PARSONAGES, J— 
Mr. Burton moved for the House to resolve 
Nivel into a Committee on the bill for per 
mitting persons to devise, by deed or will, 
money or lands, to acertain extent, for the 
;purpore of making church-yards, or erecting 
}P*rsouage-houses, when necessary. 
_Mr. Francis opposed the Speaker's leaving 
tic chair, observing, that the tendency of 
‘ue bill would be mischievous, and may 
hive the effect of suffering weak superstiti- 
®us people, in their last moments, to be- 
("cath away sums of money to the detri- 
Ment of their families. He would object to 
uy Dil being passed, in this late period, to 
Bier the established Jaw. It was, he said, 
5 ‘ore objectionable, as no previous no- 
tice 
2! 












, 


ual been given of it, and the House was 
7 nh by surprise. 
Baxi Burton replied, that it was a subject, 
Baad ct Was well and long considered, and 
“te approbation of persons in. the law, 
pad other professions. The law allowed of 
mch devises from the time of Q. Elizabeth, 
A hich Nps by the statute of 9G. II. 
cng ry away the privileges, which every 
Mos | of bequeathing and disposing of 
hey Praperty as he pleased. ‘The 
tea bill did not allow of immoderate pro- 
sore, 8S Mt limited such bequests to five 
1 “ land, or 5001. He was aware, he 
ed, Page objections which had been sta- 
Wothes pepe people might, in their last 
moperty ¢ , pravaiten upon to dispose of 
rmilins a is way, to the injury of their 
rth an © obviate which, he was provided 
vali uendment, that no bequests should 
'd, unless the will was made three 


“oaths before the death of the testator. 
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This he conceived to be a very ample secu- 
rity, as most wills were made during the last 
sickness, or just before the death, of the ma- 
jority of people; though some were occa- 
sionally executed several years before. He 
knew that many were prevailed on in times 
of superstition, to bequeath, immediately on 
their death-beds, when priests and monks 
had many means of obtaining a boundles 
influence, but that had for ages been 
far from being the case in this Protestant 
country. 

Mr. Courtenay observed, that the hon. 
gent. himself allowed, that it was in the last 
illness that people were liable to be per- 
suaded to make these devises, and, being 
now sensible of the abuse, he expected him, 
on this occasion, to divide against his own 
bill. By allowing that this part of the mea- 
sure required alteration, he could not con- 
ceive why it had been opposed. ‘The Mort- 
main Act was a wise measure, and had been 
approved by Blackstone, who observed, that 
‘* it was apprehended that persons on their 
death-bed would make large and improyi- 
dent dispositions, even for good purposes.” 
The hon. geot. had taken great merit to him- 
self, because the bill permitted only at the 
most five acres of land, or 500]. to be be- 
queathed ; but he regarded it as the ‘more 
dangerous on that account. Small sums 
were more likely to be bequeathed by the 
yeomanry of the country, and by many peo- 
ple of middling fortunes, whose habits and 
narrow education rendered them peculiarly 
liable to the influence of superstition. Peo- 
ple of superior fortunes, whatever might be 
their other follies, were certainly not very 
likely to bequeath their es'ates to such pur- 
poses as the hon. gent's bill pointed out, A 
very pernicious influence, however, might be 
exercised for the purposes of the bill over 
weak minds in country parishes. Were the 
permission once given, it may become the 
fashion in some parishes for every one to 
leave lands and money in that manner ; for 
it was a great inducement to silly people to 
have inscriptions to their memory, and their 
names put up in gilt letters. The bill itself 
he conceived to convey a libel on the legisla- 
ture; for, if parsonage-houses and chorch- 
yards were so necessary, let the public fur- 
nish them, and do not apply to exploded su- 
perstition for the purpose. 

Mr. Hurst considered the gth Geo. IL. to 
have been an excellent statute; meant, in 
its own language, to prevent “ large and 
improvident” legacies for such uses, The 


limitation of this bill did not justify it, for. 


the bequest would be very large and im: 
provident for the family of a poor mag 
*H2 
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which might bea trifle toa rich one. The 
consequences might also be nationally very 
mischievous. Supposing that only roo per- 
sons should be prevailed upon or induced 
to give such legacies in land, the conse- 
quences must be, that 500 acres of perhaps 
the finest land in the country would be 
taken away from agriculture, or other use- 
ful purposes, for ever; and, contrary to 
the laws and constitution of England, that 
property would never moré be free or alicn- 
able. 

The House then divided on the question 
for the Speaker's leaving the chair, when 
the nnmbers were, ayes 44, noes 29, ma- 
jority 1s.—The House then resolved itself 
jnto a Committee on the bill, 

Mr. Moore moved an amendment to one 
of the clauses, that instead of the will not 
being valid, unless made three months pre- 
vious to the death of the testator, the 
words twelve months should be substituted. 

The Solicitor General thought that any 

rtion of land devised and become inalien- 
able, in consequence of this measure, must 
necessarily be so small as to be exceedingly 
trifling to the public. He considered the 
object of the bill to be, to oblige the per- 
sons to whom the trust should be conveyed, 
to employ it beneficially; for a man may 
bequeath his money for trusts which never 
could answer any useful purpose.—The 
amendment was rejected withouta division, 
and the report was ordered to be received 
on Monday, 

[Tue Ae Loan.J—Mr. Corry, in 
rap rc of the notice he had given of 

is intention to lay before the House that 
day the terms of the Irish loan, thought it 
right to take this opportunity of acquaint- 
ing them, that he should have no occasion 
to submit for their approbation, any loan 
for that country in the present year. To 
account for the failure of the loan, he had 
to inform them of the nature of bidding. 
The party who came forward in Ireland 
offered no more than 781. ¢s. for rool. stock, 
which would yield, besides the bonus, &c. 
an interest to the bidder of 61. gs. od. 
whereas in the last loan, made in England, 
it was no more than cl. 2s, 10d, a differ- 
ence so enormous, that he could not for a 
moment consent to it. He had also to ob- 
serve, that for some time previous te the 
bidding, the Irish funds experienced very 
considerable fluctuations. He did not at- 
tribute that to influence or machinations, 
but wished to observe, that on the Saturday, 
whie» was the day of bidding for the Irish 
five percents, sfter some fluctuation, left 
off at. Sol. and a fraction, and after the 
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bidding was over, and the other rejected, 
y Hees at gol. on the Monday. There was 
also on the same day a proportionate rice 
in § and r half per cents. which were 
down to 7ol. on Saturday. The House 
must therefore be aware that such an offer, 
and there was but one bidder, must have 
been indignantly rejected ; nor was it with. 
out regret that he found himself compelled 
by his duty to make a statement so desi. 
tute of that fair and honourable intercourse 
which ought always to subsist between the 
government and the monied interest, and 
so discreditable an advantage attempted to 
be taken of what was supposed to bea 
matter of necessity in the state. The 
House, however, must be aware that he 
was sufficiently careful to have taken what 
now turned out to be a necessary precau- 
tion, in order to protect the state from the 
artifices of those who had gt a 
to offer such terms; by a bill for raising a 
million upon Irish treasury bills for the ser- 
vice of the year, the report of which he 
now moved to be brought up. 

Mr. Alexander then brought up the re- 
port of the bill, which was agreed to, and 
the bill ordered to be read a third time the 
next day. . 

Mr. Jobnstone observed, that from what 
had appeared on ‘former experience, the 
difficulty of raising the loan in Ireland upon 
terms agreeable to government, might have 
been easily foreseen; and_ therefore - 
thought the present instance would affor 
a lesson to those who bid for the loan . 
this country, under the idea that it would 
be only twelve millions, when in reality i 
now turns out to be fourteen. He there: 
fore considered the proposition for oa s 
two millions in Ireland, now found to be 
impracticable, as only a disguise (0 a 
so much of the general loan out ge . 
until the first part was disposed - , 
thought, therefore, the more candi “a 
would have been, in the first instance, 
open the bidding for the whole Joan 10 ™ 
country. mite 

es; Corey assured the hon. member * - 
really and sincerely the intention eo a 
raised the loan in Ireland, had it acer 
to be practicable upon terms at all . . 
ble ; and he had purposely chosen _ ou “a 
land first upon the principle so sarong y ohis 
last year by a gentleman not now — 

resentatives 
place, and one of the rep jaid it dow® 
that country (Mr. Foster), oe ions i thi 
as an axiom, that the raising of loant i, 


for the use of the govern’ 
freland, was a rainous practice fo". 











country, as it would effect @ grea 





F 3113) 


cash from 
tere st to t! 


without st 


against hin 


allege d to I 


. ever from | 


success in t 
market sha 
in raising | 


Mr. Ale 


E port, whic 


1)) wed an 
position, 


> ordered to 


time the 1 
(West- 
said, he he 


F subject of 


patiate; v 

The Che 
that he we 
future day 
great imp 


- which it w 


as much a 
Mr. Ba: 
presented 
read by tl 
part of th 
of the W 
they had 
great loss, 
their good 


; were ther 


markets) 
duties lai 
their prod 


| Staple pro 


Cumstanes 


, any mean 


extent of 
lief. 

The pe 
table, an 
he would 
on Tuesd 

(Prop; 
House re: 
the consic 
duty on 
the claus 
of land 
pound or 

Mr. P, 
admitred 
60n shou 
every 20 
that whe 
Pound o; 
that wor 











d to 
ye a 
The 
the 
vhat 
rau- 
the 
tion 
Z a 
Set. 


h he 


> TC. 
and 
the 


vhat 

the 
ipon 
vave 
» he 
ford 
nin 


ould 
ty it 
ere: 
sing 
» be 
cep 
jew, 

He 
way 
, to 

this 


was 
have 
1 oat 
isi 
Jre- 





1113] 


| cash from Ireland annually to pay the in- | 
F serest to the holders of Irish stock in kng- 
. 3ut, having tried the experiment 
F without success, no charges would rest 
against him upon the ground that was so 


jand. 


alleged to be impolitic. He was far, how- 
ever from thinking, notwithstanding his ill 
success in the present instance, that the Irish 
market should not be tried from time to time 
in raising the loan for the year. 

Mr. Alexander then brought up the re- 


| port, which was agreed to; avd Mr. Corry 


moved an amendment agreeably to his pro- 
position, which was adopted, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time the next day. 

[West-Inpta Cotonies.]—Mr. Barham 
said, he held in his hand a petition, on the 
subject of which he was proceeding to ex- 
patiate; when 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer requested 
that he would postpone doing so till some 
future day, as there was business of very 
great importance already before the House, 
which it was extremely desirable to expedite 


| as mach as possible. 


Mr. Barbam acceded to the request, and 
presented the petition, which, on being 
read by the clerk, tarned out to be on the 
part of the merchants, planters, and traders 


| of the West-India colonies, stating, that 


they had been for many years sustaining 
great loss, (as they were obliged to send all 
their goods to this country exclusively, and 
were thereby deprived of the benefit of other 
markets) in consequence of the enormous 
duties laid upon sugars and other articles of 
teir produce, without any regard to their 
Staple produce ; or that this, with other cir- 
“umstances, did not allow them a profit by 
“ny Means proportionate to the greatness and 
arg of their capitals ; and praying for re- 
m:. petition was ordered to lie on the 
table, and Mr. Barham gave notice, that 
ie would make a motion on the subject of it 
on Tuesday next. 

(PRorerty anp INcoME Tax.]—The 
ape resolved into a Committee, to resume 
ye consideration of the bill for imposing a 
7 real and personal property.— When 
se) ope which requires that the occupiers 

and shall pay at the rate of gd. in the 
oy on their rent was read, 
slajiinaee observed, that the principle now 
ha shah allhands was, that every per- 
every ats Me the rate of ts, out of 
thes ak -Of hisincome. It appeared then, 

when the bill proposed to take Od, per 
that on the tenants, it was assumed that 


* Would amount to the sae sum as one 
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shilling. in the pound on his profits ; or in 
other words, it was calculated that his an- 
nual profits wete equal to 3-4ths of his rent. 
The bill, however, ought to declare the 
ground on which this estimation was taken, 


. in order that the principle might be render- 


ed manifest. The rent alone, however, could 
not shew the value of the tenant's profits ; 
for of two farms producing the same aver- 
age crop, one might pay a much higher rent 
to the Jandlord on account of its paying less 
or no tythes and poor rates. In such a case 
the estimation of the profits by the rent 
would be very unfair. ‘The bill proposed, 
very justly, that the tenant in Scotland 
should pay six pence in the pound, be- 
cause there being no poor-rates or tythes 
in that country, the landlord receives a 
higher rent than in England. As it was 
presumed by the bill that the English te- 
nant’s profits are equal to three-fourths of 
his rent, so it was supposed that the Scotch 
tenant's profits were equal to one-half of 
his rent. The principle of the estimation, 
however, ought to be declared, that it might 
not appear there was a boon given to 
Scotland where none was intended. A bete 
ter criterion of the profits of the farmer 
ought also to be adopted, and he believed 
that would be found in the aggregate of 
the rent, tythes, and poor-rates, 

Colonel Wood thought there were consi- 
derable difficulties in the way of the last 
suggestion of the right hon. gent. In his 
opinion, it would be better to adhere alto- 
gethér to the calculation on the rack rent, 
or to leave the matter to the discretion of the 
assessor. 

Mr. Pitt considered, that although an abe 
solute equality might be impracticable, 
though a perfect system could not be deem- 
ed attainable, that still the House was not, 
on that account, to debar ilself from ap- 
proaching as nearly as it possibly could to 
such a perfection. He pointed out the in- 
equalities in the operation of the act, as at 
present framed, in taking rent as the cri- 
terion of the income of a farmer. He in- 
stanced the case of two farms adjacent to 
each other‘ one of which might be exira- 
parochial and tythe-free, and the other liable 
to both outgoings, yet paying both the 
same rent. Could it be said that in sucha 
case the criterion of the, present bil] would 
be just and effectual for the purposes-of @ 
tax upon income? He then went through 


the observations of the Attorney General, 
| on whose speech the right hon, gent. hed 


paid very close attention to country affairs, 
as his excursions into the country. had not, 
perbapg been so frequent as i » Pitt), 
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eould have wished for the learned gentle- 
man’s advantage, and probably he had 
chiefly drawn his arguments on the sub- 
ject from the cases made out in his 
briefs. 

Mr. Sturt approved of the clause as it 
stood. Speaking of farmers in general, he 
observed, that in Snssex, where he had the 
honour of residing a considerable part of 
the year, a farmer generally calculated on 
making four rents: one for his landlord, 
one for wear and tear, &c. one for the in- 
terest of his capital, and one for his sup- 
port. 

Mr. Dent made some humorous remarks 
on the Sussex farmcrs, and their proximity 
to the sea coast; but was averse to the 
clause. 

Mr. Windham considered, that it was the 
duty of the House, if perfect accuracy could 
not be attained, to approach as near to it as 
they possibly could, 

Mr. IV. Smith said, the only question 
before the Committee was this: which 
is the best criterion for ascertaining the 
farmer's income? In some places poor- 
rates differed exceedingly, and therefore 
one oriterion of the nature described could 
not be a fair one for each place. He 
thought it no such difficult matter to esti- 
mate the income and outgoings of the far- 
mer, more than the tradesman. Jn many 
cases indeed it would, upon experiment, be 
found to be much less so. There were 
many farmers, who kept their accounts as 
carefully and correctly as those in other 
businesses. As to the statement respecting 
the Sussex farmers, he thought it rather 
went to shew the propriety of taxing them 
higher. It had been said great difficulty 
would arise from the taking tythes in dif- 
ferent ways: some, for instance, were 
taken in kind. But in that case the amount 
taken is generally greater, and the rent paid 
generally less. Upon the whole, after a 
perspicuous view of the subject, he sup- 
ported the ideas of the right hon. gent. 
under the gallery (Mr. Pitt). 

The Attorney-General explained at some 
Jength, and defended his former statements, 
He was always disposed to listen with pe- 
culiar attention and respect to whatever 
fell from such high authority as that of his 
right hon. friend under the gallery behind 
him, but in this instance he must yet differ. 


ecg He own understanding might not. 


be su ently st rr to take so clear 
and proper a view of the subject as his right 
bon. friend ; but whether he had a right or 


wrong view of it, his right hon. friend had 


ae 
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ner of recommending his Opinions to the 
house, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer felt yo 
degree of surprise at an hon, gent. Oppo- 
site to him (Mr. Wilberforce) objecting to 
the clause, as the other modenow recom: 
mended was, he recollected, in the former 
income bill actually recommended by that 
hon. gent. himself. He was ready to main. 
tain that the finances in many, nay, in most 
instances did, under the last income tay, 
pay less to government than under the ope- 
ration of the augmentation of the assessed 
taxes. Administration had not ventured 
upon the criterion now proposed without 
the most zealous endeavours to acquire the 
best knowledge on this subject, and fre. 
quent consultations with the best informed 
persons, As to the four rents mentioned, 
he remembered, that a late great and highly 
distinguished character, who turned his at 
tention so clearly to every thing connected 
with the best interests of the country, bad 
given it as his opinion that a farmer ought 
to have six or seven rents to enable him to 
acquire what is called a living promt: but 
he had never heard it stated for many yeah, 
that less than four years rents can be taken 
as a fair proportion for farming advantage 
ously. Upon these.and a variety of other 
grounds touched on by the right hon. geu'. 
he concluded by declaring his firm belief 
that this was the fairest and best criterion 
on the whole, for a measure which never 
could be free from objections, and as such be 
was disposed and determined to give 1 he 
support. . 

Dr. Laurence argued at some length against 
the clause, and explained the sentimeuls 
Mr. Burke. . 

Mr. Pit recapitulated many of his argu 
ments, and observed, with respect to wis 
had been advanced as to the poor-rates, °° 
being of sufficient notoriety to constitute * 
criterion, that they were most wap 
ascertainable, and then the question wow! 
be, whether, having this additional criterion 
in our power, we should proceed to re 
an estimate without it. As to wht “ed 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had advance 
relative to tythes, it amounted only ope 
that as perfection in that criterion coul ‘ss 
be obtained, we were not to avail ourse « 
of it at all, though in most cases of ¢ 4 
siderable use. ‘This, to use an obrien a 
rellel, was, as if in the construction 
time-piece, we could not prevent the is 
tion of the pendulum, we should ~ 
pendulum at all; or, if because el we 
not pytcs the variation of the acedl, 


. d prevail on our mariners to lay it aside 
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| by Mr. Pitt 


} Sent bill proc 


| 80 tythes or 


1117] PARL. DEBATES, Jury 15,—Property aud Income Tax. 


altogether. It was obvious, however, as to 
iythes, that the clergy must pay the tax in 
proportion to them; he therefore saw no 
difficulty in ascertaining their amount with 
adequate certainty. So, with respect to the 
jor-rates, notwithstanding all that.had been 
said as to the difficulty of ascertaining them, 
nothing could be more certain than that they 
must be known to the parochial officers by 
whom they were levied. ‘The amended in- 
come too certainly produced less under the 
amended criterion ; but that was not owing 


to any practicable defect of the plan, but 


because the proportion of the rate was taken 
wolow. This must have been the case, or 


in the former mode they must have paid too | 


much, or the amended ‘criterion was de- 
monstrably the truest. It is proposed to 
| He con- 
tended, however, that as the value of a 
farm can alone be estimated by its outgoings, 
of which rent only formed a part, it was 


| better to apply the rate, say three-fourths, 
to the aggregate of rent, tythe, and poor 


rates, which would best show the utmost 
capacity of the land, and probable interest 
of ie tenant. This wasa principle of such 
indisputable justice, that he should be obliged 
(0 persist in it, and should be sorry to find 
government, in a moment like this, when 
tie utmost zeal and unanimity should be 
eailed forth, capable of opposing it. 

Su WV. Pulteney conceived rent the best 
criterion of value, as it was most considered 
and be st understood by farmers. 

sir /. Baring was for increasing the pro- 


| portion of the farmers by the aggregate rate. 


po convinced they could bear it. Many 
pba during last war, had made great 
Mr. G. Vansittart thought the case quoted 
Ringe... ae the difference of rent 
of ennai m 1undred a year, on account 
ee ying d 1¢ tythes and poor-rates, un- 
took nie act ; farmers, he said, never 
when thee oom rates into consideration 
Mr. y o : 1eir farms. 
Be. tack ~ could not agree to this ; he 
the ret oted with a town, even in which 
of the wy wee professedly low, on account 
was, ia“ amount of poor-rates. This 
5 tact, the ground on which the pre- 
ceeded in making the rate lower 
Se assured a as there were 
neoit states in that coun the 
sim pearly be higher 
sane ansitlart objected to the rate on 
the = Bale, conceiving it would diminish 
Cunt of the tax, 
be '. Pitt said this could not be. The bill 
Posed to take on three-fourths of the 


o Scotland. 
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rent. Now his proposition took on the rent 
and also the account of tythes and poor-rates, 
That it would therefore produce more in- 
stead of Jess was something as like certainty 
as he could conceive. 

The Attorney-General admitted that the 
aggregate rate would certainly increase the 
amount of the tax, but as they already took 
it on arack rent, this mode might produce 
more than they meant to take. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that this was new 
shaping the argument. All objections were 
at first confined to the effect of diminishing 
the tax; and when he had answered them, 
the learned gent. arraigned the justice of his 
suggestion, and contended it would produce 
too much. As, however, it was the most 
perfect criterion, the result would be most 
consonant to the purposes of the bill. 

Mr. Bragge did not think it sufficiently 
proved that the defect complained of in the 
amount of a similar plan, under the amend 
ed income act, proceeded from a defective 
rate, or too great complexity of the plan. 

Mr. Cowen thought rent, in some Cases, a 
very imperfect criterion of profit, as in the 
cases of accommodation ground near large 
towns, 

Mr. Calvert proposed, that houses not 
taken for the purpose of farming should be 
exempted. 

The Attorney General saw no objection to 
the amendment at present, but reserved to 
himself the liberty of altermg it, if it should 
appear, improper upon farther considers 
ation. 

Mr. Pitt proposed, that the principle of 
the former income tax should be adopted in 
the manner of collecting the tax, by the va- 
lue of the tythes, and moved, that a clause 
to this purpose should be introduced.—The 
House divided: For the amendment 24, 
against it Ol. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the 
abatements, of which he the preceding day 
gave notice, with respect to the scale of 
charges to be fixed upon landed income 
from 601, to 1501. a yeat, which were agreed 
to. 

Mr. Plomer said, that there ought to be 
some allowance for those tenants who had 


raised the value of their lands by their own 


industry, 

The Attorney General coutended, that.this 
ought to be equally taxed with any other sort 
of property raised by industry. | 

A discussion took place between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr, Calvert, 
Mr. Calcraft, and others, respecting the man- 
ner in which the value of land was to be as- 
certained, and concerning the. propriety @ 
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taking the poor-rates a3 a criterion. It seem- 
ed to be agreed, that this method was very 
wncertain, and ought only to be resorted toin 
case of necessity.—Afier some farther con- 
versation and immaterial amendments, Mr. 
Alexander reported progress. 


=_— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday, July 10, 


[Minures.]—An account was presented 
of the rates of freightage paid by the East In- 
dia Company, pursuant to an order of the 
1ith instant.—The Caledonian Canal Bill 
was reported, and ordered to be read a third 
time on Monday.—Sir W. Scott brought up 
a bill for encouraging the residence of sti- 
pendiary curates on their cures. Read a first, 
and ordered to be read a second time on 
Wednesday, and to be printed. —The Thames 
Police Bill was passed. —The Longitade Bill 
was read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed on Monday.——The Militia 
Amendment Bill was committed. A clause 
was added, declaring that substitutes of the 
height of five feet two inches should be ac- 
cepted. The report was ordered to be re- 
ceived on Monday. 

[MaGistx ares InDEMNITY.]—Lord Ar- 
chibald Hamilton hoped, that previously to 
the question being put, he might be indulg- 
ed in asking a question, the answer-to which 
might save some future trouble, What he 
Wished to know was, whether, consistently 
with parliamentary order, there would now 
be an opportunity of revising the provisions 
of the magistrates indemnity bill? He consi- 
dered it as introducing quite anew principle 
in the laws, which he conceived to require 
more discussion before it ought to be adopt- 
ed, if adopted at all. 

The Attorney General’ replied, that under- 
standing the noble lord, and others, enter- 
tained some objections to the bill, he had ab- 
stained from moving the order for its third 
reading, lest it should produce a discussion 
which might interfere with the other impor- 
tant business of the day. Hewever,- consi- 
dering the present advanced stage of the bill, 
he believed there was no other way in which 
any alleviation could be made in it, except 
by holding a conference with the lords. As 
it was highly necessary that the bill should 
proceed without delay, he should move the 
third reading of it, should any opportunity oc- 
cur in the course of the day, either by the 
property bill being deferred on account of a 
thin attendance, or from any other cause 
which might admit of the intended discus- 
sion But if even the objections alluded to 


thould be supported on a better foundation 
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than he conceived them to have, they did not 
appear to him of sufficient moment to defer 
a bill of so much urgency. He believed, 
however, that on more mature consider 
the noble lord would be convinced that th 
objections proceeded only from a misconcep. 
tion of the law, and that so far from into. 
ducing any new principle, the bill was pet- 
fecily consistent with every old one. ‘The 
| present bill would only save trouble and ¢y- 
|. pense, and give to magistrates and consta. 
| bles that indemnity which the law would af. 
ford. A magistrate may be induced from 
inadvertence, misinformation, or false charges, 
to issue his warrant, anda constable of course 
to execute it, upon a person quite innocent 
of the offence. This man had his remedy at 
law, and might bring his action against 
both or either of them for false imprison. 
ment, but if he could not prove that the 
proceedings were malicious, he conld not 
possibly succeed ; and the main purport of 
this bill was to prevent such litigious and 
vexatious actions, as it protected no person 
who misconducted himself wilfully or with 
malice. 

The Speaker.put an end ‘to any further 
conversation on this subject, by observing, 
that there was no question before the House 


ation, 





([ProrerTY AND income Tax.]—The 
House having resolved itself into a Committ: 
tee on this bill, the Chancellor of the Exch 
guer stated, that he was particularly desirous 
every clause should receive the most minute 
attention and discussion. He also informed 
the House, that before their final decision 
was asked on the bill, it should again b 
orinted. 
' The Committee then proceeded to 1 
consideration of the bill, and several a 
important alterations were made.—1 ; 
clause for empowering surveyors to ss 
property, in order to estimate its value, ¥ 
so amended as to do away the power of yt 
tering dwelling houses, which was ee - 
given by the bill.—All the clauses re ot 
to the mode of collecting the tax at the ~ 

were struck out, in consequence of the Cc ef 
cellor cf the Exchequer declaring 't 3 ke 
his intention to substitute others - sd 
stead, when the Committee en sil 
gone through the bill. He stated, t vised . 
consideration it had been thought Me ais 
not to require that the portion - at 
be paid by funded property shou mak! 
ped out of the dividends tahoe ie 
would, therefore, be the object oF! vésots 
clauses to direct that the stockholders oo 
should be made in the same ee 

those of other persons: if, howeve? 
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the expirat 
ne made, it was intended, in such cases, to 


give the power of collecting the tax at the 
Bank in the manner first proposed. He 
trusted this arrangement would obviate all 
the omections which had been made to the 
clauses in their present shape, and at the. 
same time aftord sufficient security to the 
revenue.—A long conversation took place 
on the clause relative to foreign stockholders. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer intro- 
duced an amendment, which not only ex- 
empts stock already purchased by foreigners 
from the tax, but also all funded property, 
which may, during the operation of the act, 
be acquired by persons not subjects of his 
Majesty, and not residing in the British do- 
minions. 

Mr. Pitt expressed his satisfaction at find- 
ing the right hon. gent. was at last convinced 
of the erroneous principles on which the 


funded property. It was now not only ac- 
knowledged, that a violation of public faith 
had been avoided, but the right hon. gent. 
had extended his correction of the evil to 
points which were not hinted at in the argu- 
ments he had thought bis duty to submit on 
this subject to the Committee. 

Tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer could not 
admit that the bill, as it originally stood, 
contained any breach of faith. In the pre- 
; sent instance, it was not any doubt in his 
mind respecting the right of the legislature 
lo extend the tax to funded property, which 
might hereafter be acquired by foreigners, 
that had induced him to suggest the amend- 
ment, The proposition was solely founded 
00 considerations of policy ; for it was cer- 





the tainly of importance to increase the number 
very % buyers in the funds; and thisamendment, 
‘The he conceived, would be a farcher induce- 
pine ro (o foreigners to purchase British stock. 
was , the Attorney General a\so:contended, that 
* en © principle upon which the bill at first 
nally ras, implied no breach of faith. Distine- 
ative rv had indeed been made with respect to 
Bank . - hature of property. It had been thought 
hat- me to make the revenue arising from per- 
0 be ad capital in London in the public 
theit ¥ : » Pay more than the precarious profits 
have , Boner profession ; and he regretted that 
upon wy Hsunctions were abandoned for the 
gable bis ict that uniformity of principle; which 
ax to wey 5 hon. friend (Mr, Pit) had recom- 
stop* Page Fr, 

-R a Pitt insisted, that the only ground for 
new a POOL xx. of foreigners was the avoid- 
etura liable —— of public faith. Making them 
er 3 tom “e bu 4x, would not prevent them 
afiel y Cage Vv ow funds: The advantages, 
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and the security enjoyed by the British 
stockholder above the public creditor of any 
other country, would always procure plenty 
of purchasers. 

Afier some farther conversation, the amend- 
ment was agreed to,—The paragraph in 
schedule D, which subjects the annual pro- 
fits made by persons not the subjects’ of his 
Britannic Majesty, nor resident in Great- 
Britain, on trade or employment exercised 
in Great-Briiain, to a duty of 1s, for 20s. 
underwent a very long discussion. It was 
at last agreed to refer it for future consider- 
ation.—The first rule of schedule D, No. 2, 
which directs that the duty to be charged in 
respect of any trade or manufacture shall be 
computed on a sum not less than the full 
amount of the profits for the preceding year, 
was also discussed at great length. 

Mr. Pitt thought that en average of the 
three years immediately preceding the time 
of making the assessment would be the 
fairest rule of estimation; but he was against 
leaving it to the choice of the parties, whe- 
ther they would found their return on that 
average, or on the profits of the preceding 
year; because, in that case, the election 
would always be made in a way injurious to 
the interest of the public, ‘The option to 
this effect, which had been given under the 
last income act, had occasioned a very great 
defalcation in the tax, 

After a very long conversation, it seemed 
to be the general opinion of the Committee, 
that no option should be allowed, and rhat 
the duty should be estimated on the average 
profits of three years, immediately preceding 
the 5th of April last; but the clause was re- 
ferred. The Committee, having got through 
little more than one-third of the buiil, the 
Chairman reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again on Monday. 








———— — - ee eee 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, July 18. 


{[Minutes.}|—Counsel were called to the 
bar, and evidence further heard on the Bris- 
tol Port Bill; after which, Mr. Adam and 
Mr. Harrison were heard io support of the 
bill, and Mr. Serjeant Heywood was heard 
in reply. The bill was then read a second 
time. On the question, that the bill be com- 
mitted, the House divided—Contents 5, 
Non-contents 2. The bill was then ordered 
to be committed.—The Scots Inland Navi- 
gation Kil, for the grant of 20,0001; the 
Jrish Loan Bill, and the Thames Police Bill, 
were brought up and read a first time,— 
On reading the Bill for procuring Returns 
relative to the Lxpense and Maintenance ef 


* 
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the Poor, the Earl of Suffolk said there 


ought to be a regular retarn of the poor. 
It wes highly important that their numbers 
should be known, By some late and mi- 
nute calculations, the poor. of England 
amounted to three millions, 


[WooLLeN MANUFACTURE SUSPENSION 
Bint.}—The Lord Chancellor called the 
attention of the House to a bill broaght in 
by a nobe Earl, not then in his place, for 
the purpose of postponing to some distant 
day, the second reading of that bill, if their 
lordships should ever think proper to read it 
a second time. His lordship described the 
nature of the Woollen Manufacture Bill, 
which the House had referred to a Com- 
mittee above stairs, and which went to re- 
peal a variety of existing acts of Parliament. 
The object of the noble Earl’s bill was to 
suspend the proceedings respecting the Wool- 
len Manufacture Bill, so as to enable the 
House to renew them in their present state 
at an early period of the next session. Their 
Jordships were induced to entertain it in the 
first instance, without perhaps giving it suf- 
ficient consideration, He had since turned 
his mind to the subject, and had learned, 
that no precedent for such a proceeding had 
obtained, except in cases of bills of pains, 
and for the due securing of those who were 
amenable to the laws. Such a measure, if 
adopted, would tend to establish a dangerous 
precedent, the practice might become fre- 
quent, and even a general bill of suspension. 
The option of deciding on the bill referred 
to a Committee lay with their lordshbips, and 
it necessarily became a question, whether, 
considering the advanced period of the ses- 
sion, they could pay it that due and neces- 
Sary attention which it required. His lord- 
ship then adverted to the length of time, 
nearly eight months, it was before the House 
of Commons, and said it deserved one con- 
sideration, whether in the little period of the 
session that remained, their lordships would 
have sofficient time to weigh and examine 
the subject with proper care and delibera- 
tion. Every due attention ought to be paid 
to the interests of the several parties con- 
cerned ;* bot probably, in the other House, 
they may think proper to go upon the report 
“of "thei: Cominittes at once. His lordshi 
arte out the different courses which the 

ouse hed jn their power fo pursue Tespect- 
ing the Woollen Manutacture Bill, and con- 
cluded with moving, that the further con- 
sideration of the Ear! of Radnor's Suspension 
Di be adjourned to that day fortnicht; arid 
that the bill to suspend proceedings in ac- 


tions, prosecutions, end proceedings, under 


es 
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certain acts relating to woollen manufacture 
(ordered to be printed in Dec, last) be com. 
mitted for Thursday next.—Ordered, 





= 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, July 18. 


[Minutes }.— The bill for making a canal 
from Inverness to Fort Augustus was read a 
third time, and passed.The City of Lon- 
don Army of Reserve Quota Bill was report. 
ed and recommitted to the next day.—Tlk 
House resolved itself into a Committee, to 
consider of the bonding of prize goods, 
The following resolution was then moved: 
That prize goods, after condemnation, 
should be permitted to be landed and wares 
housed, on paying for every ton of wine and 
vinegar, 21. certain duties on brandy, kc. 
That corn and grain taken should be subject 
to the same duties as im Great Britain, aod 
that prize goods should be liable to the same 
duties as if imported.” ‘Lhe report was or- 
dered to be received the next day.—The 
House went into a Committee on the Lon- 
gitude Act, and the report was ordered to be 
received the next: day.—'The Ath report ot 
the Commissioners for Naval Inquiry was 
presented, and ordered to be printed.—A 
Message from the Lords informed the House, 
that their Lordships had agreed to the Queen 
Anne's Bounty Amendment Bill and several 
private bills.—The report of the Churches 
and Parsonage Houses Bill was received. 
A clause was proposed for allowing perso 
to devise lands to the extent of 90 acre 
Several other clauses were added, and the 
bill was ordered to be read a third time te 
next day.—The Irish Treasury Bills Bill wes 
read a third time, and passed. | 

[Derence OF THE country.J—1 
Secretary at War rose and said, that ed 
sequence of the notice he had given, ! ah 
became his duty to propose to the Rowe ® 
motién for leave to bring in a Pa Ae 
amending the- act for the defence eth 
country, passed in the course of the ene 
session, and to enable his Mayes!) i 
effectually to exercise his ancient preris 
tive in requiring the military eee. 
lieve subjects. ‘The bill already me om 
tained provisions which were cardie cont 
portant in the present situation | nating 
try. It contained provisions Sachaity met 
his Majesty to take such poreen ond 
sures for ascertaining the neo kingdo® 
sources of the different arts of t i fgethit 
as were necessary, with a view | 
measures of internal defence. 
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possession of such property, on the part of 
the public, as might be necessary ; and there 
were provisions for giving a summary mode 
of iademnifying those persons, who might 
suffer either by the preparations, or by actual 
invasion; but, upon mature consideration of 
that bull, which was similar to the bill passed 
Jast war, in the year 1798, it did not appear 
to him to go quite far enough. It was par- 
ticularly defective in one point, namely, in 
enabling bis Majesty to avail himself of his 
ancient and undoubted prerogative, in com- 
manding the assistance of all his subjects fit 
to bear arms, for the purpose of repelling 
the invasion of a foreign enemy. The bill 
went no further than requiring the different 
counties to furnish their quotas, and taking 
other measures with respect to the safety of 
public property. - In order to prove what he 
had stated as the ancient prerogative of the 
crown, he conceived it would not be neces- 
sary to go much into detail, That it was 
te ancient prerogative of the crown, to 
command the services of all who were ca- 
pable of bearing arms for the defence of 
the country, could not be doubted; but at 
the same time, it might be necessary to state 
very shortly the general principles of the law, 
8s they were to be found in our books, and 
0 reter the House to one or two precedents. 
ihe King’s prerogative, with regard to those 
pouits, was laid down by Judge Blackstone, 
in the first volume of his Commentaries, 
chap. 13. Having spoken of the ancient 
S4ax0n constitution, by which every man 
vas compelled to three duties—that trinoda 
necessitas, to which every man’s estate was 
woject, namely, the Arcium constructio Pon- 
“i reparatio et expeditio contra bostem, the 
‘arned writer thus proceeded—* Besides 
om Who, by their military tenures, were 
field. ‘ Sab forty days’ service in the 
re q, : < the assize of arms, enacted 
Winches ae afterwards the statute of 
according peritenn I. obliged every man, 
tide : hues his estate and degree, to pro- 
wen the ae quantity of such arms as 
and cohstaia agg 2: order to keep the peace ; 
dings Bp rate Were appointed in all hun- 
artis “eda atter statute, to see that such 
; * provided.” The same writer 
added, “ That it was usual, from time to 
ume, for our rince t + ’ 3 f 
array, and princes to issue commissions 0 
wats send into every county officers in 
om they could confide, to muster and ar- 
Fay, OF set in militar 4 i i 

y order, the inhabitants 


Of every dictet : 
“very district ; and the form of the com- ' 


one pe array was settled in Parliament, 
néw sili ie. the insertion therein of any 
thas... ©-auses ; but it was also provided, 
“80 man should be compelled to go out 





of the kingdom, at any rate, nor out of his 
shire, but in case of urgent necessity, nor 
should provide soldiers unless by consent of 
Parliament.” In another passage, speaking 
of the power of the sheriff, the same writer 
said—'* He is also to detend his country 
against any of the King’s enemies, when 
they come into the Jand, and for this pur- 
pose he may command all the people «4 his 
county to attend him, whi b is called the 
posse comitatus, or power of the county ; 
which summons every person above fifteen 
years old, and under the degree of a peer, 
is bound to attend upon warning, under pain 
of fine and imprisonment.” Such were the 
general principles of the Constitution as laid 
down by that able lawyer. He would refer 
the House to one or two authorities more? 
by the Ist Ed. Tif. stat. 2. chap. 5. « was 
enacted, that it was the King’s will, no man, 
from thenceferth, should be charged to arm 
himself otherwise than he was wont in the 
time of his progenitors, Kings of England; 
and that no man should be compelied to go 
out of his shire, but where necessity requir- 
ed, and the sudden coming of strange ene- 
mies into the realm, and then it should be 
done as had been used in times: past for the 
defence of the realm. Undoubtedly, at that 
time of day, this was a decisive pariiament- 
ary recognition of the law; and in the Sth 
Hen. IV. upon a petition of the Commons, 
the form of a commission of array was then 
settled in Parliament, and of course had the 
effect of an act of Parliament. ‘The com- 
mission of array was to be found ino the 
rolls of Parliament, 5 Hen. IV. No. 24 and 
25. It was to this effect: ‘* The King to 
the Sheriff of Kent greeting: because by 
the reports of many to whom we give credit, 
it has come to our knowledge that our ene- 
mies, the French, having assembled with 
many of their allies and friends, with a 
large fleet of ships, and with other unusual 
appointments, our kingdom of England and 
our liege subjects to overthrow and destroy, 
and that they propose and intend to invade 
the same, wnless (by God's favour) they shall 
be strenuously resisted. _We, in order to 
provide for the salvation of our said king- 
dom, and our liege subjects aforesaid, and 
from the malice and arrogance of such ene- 
mies to guard ourselves by those means 
which may be most expedient, do command 
you, and most strictly enjoin you, that im- 
thediately on the sight of Wese presen’s, you 
order it to be publicly proclaimed in every 
place withio your bailiwick, where it shall be 
fit and necessary, as well within its liberties 
as without, that all and every man able to 
bear arms, men having arms fodellarii, and 
*] 3 
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archers of your bailiwick (ecclesiastics only 
exempted) under pain of imprisonment, do 
provide, arm, and array themselves, each ac- 
«ording to his degree and ability; and in 
‘uch array do hold themselves, and remain 
© the end, that they may be prompt and 
ready to depart for the defence of our king- 
dom aforesaid, as often as the incursions of 
the enemy may threaten any danger, or as 
hey shall be ordered by us, or in our name ; 
and this you are not to omit, under the pe- 
nalty that may await you.— Witness the King, 
at Coventry, the 20th of October, by the 
King himself.” Similar writs were directed 
to all the Sheriffs in England. This he 
conceived to be a complete parliamentary 
recognition of the ancient prerogative of the 
crown. Now this being the ancient law of 
the realm, it might be asked, why was it 
necessary to call the attention of Parliament 
at this tinie to any parliamentary measure ? 
It was because the process by which the 
prerogative of the crown and the duty of 
the subject could be enforced, was so tedi- 
ous as to render it in a great measure use- 
Jess. ‘The party refusing to obey the King’s 
summons might be fined and imprisoned ; 
but it could only be by the due course of 
Jaw, a delay which would render the pro- 
cess nugatory. It did therefore, upon the 
principle and reason of the thing, with re- 
ference to the ancient exercise of the prero- 
gative so vested in the crown, seem to be 
necessary to adopt some simple, decisive, 
and effectual measure. He apprehended he 
would not be required to urge the necessity 
of such a measure. ‘The situation in which 
the country at present stood was perfectly 
knowa to every one who heard him. It 
was threatened by an enemy the most for- 
midable and vindictive this country had ever 
had to deal with; an enemy not on'y 
threatening invasion, but making prepara- 
tions for it; not only having the insalence to 
threaten us with contaminating our shores, 
but with actual subjection. True it was, 
our force, beth by sea and land, was 
powerful; but when he considered that 
the enemy were possessed of a consider- 
able portion of the continent of Europe, 
and was every. day extending its influ- 
ence; when he reflected that the powers 
of the continent, unable or unwilling to 
resist, were compelled to submit to grace 
the car of the First Consul of France, it 
Was not enough to rely on the force we 
had, great as it was. When he turned his 
eyes to the contixent, and saw the great pre- 
parations that were making ; when he con- 
sidered that France was master of the whole 
ast ot irontier fiom Holstein as far as the 
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shores of the Adriatic, with the exception 
ot Portagal, it was impossible not to say that 
they might possess themselves of the course 
of all the great rivers and the most consider. 
able ports of Europe. Under these circum. 
stances, though every one must have a ree 
liance on the skill and vigilance of our navy, 
the most powerful navy in the world, and 
capable of sustaining a conflict with the 
navy of the whole world—a navy that, 
perhaps, had it in its power to blockade 
every port the enemy had, and to burn, sink, 
and destroy all the ships they ventured to 
send out, yet this was not enough—we ought 
to have the miecans of overwhelming and 
exterminating any expedition that miglit be 
directed against our shores. ‘Though with 
the army we had, it was possible to line the 
whole coast of Great-Britain and Ireland— 
it, however, could not be done in such a 
way as to prevent the enemy from taking 
a temporary possession of some part of it. 
No one could suppose that with our present 
army we could do any more than assemble 
the main body at such points as were most 
material, with a view to a general plan of 
opposition, and the ultimate decision of the 
contest ; the enemy, might, undoubtediy, 
be able to throw a considerable force on {he 
coast. If they embarked 100,000 men !n 
eight or ten different directions, then, alter 
deducting 50,000 that might be drowned or 
destroyed in. tle passage over, or disperses, 
he would suppose that 50,000 men woud 
beable to land. These remains of the ¢x- 
pedition would come over more or less «is- 
united, more or less sea-sick, and more © 
less provided with necessaries ; and thovg: 
it was probable we might give a guess W" “a 
the enemy would land, yet we couic pe 
rely upon ovr opinion in that respect, tt 
they might change their determination ; © 
from being driven out of their course, they 
might be disposed to throw themselves 2) 
where. Under those circumstances it sp- 
peared to him that the whole power of oa 
country ought to be put in a state (0% 
made use of in case of necessity, and yt 
after calculating on our own power 
armies, we should have a second or 4 wit 

line, or legion upon legion, and army Pe 
army, in order to fill up the r gulars, Fe 
bodies of troops in the field ; and wen 
should calculate, in the first instance, “et 
losses in battle to which ws miust neces!" 
look. In case of an actual invasion of * 7 
country, the operations in the field oe 
of course, be extremely active, @ 10 
conflict severe ; we, therefore, ought ay 
lock to the slow mode of recruiting by sat 
lot, but we enght to resoyt to — 
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law, and to those powers of the prerogative, 
by which the King could command all his 
cubiects to bear arms. He thought we could 
not contemplate a better period of our his- 
tory. than the days of the Plantagenets and 
Tudors. Let any one consider those armies 
which had been produced in the field by 
come of the wisest princes on the throne. 
Let us see how Queen Elizabeth was sup- 
ported, when she was attacked by the Spanish 
armada, an expedition not dissimilar to the 
pres-at one, How was that army which be- 
rt the throne produced? It was produced 
by having reconrse to the antient preroga- 
tive of the crown, Having stated thus much, 
he would now proceed to develop the out- 
lues of his plan. The plan divided itself 
into two heads; the first related to the en- 
rolment, and assembling of the men when 
curoiled ; and the second to the exercising 
and driling them, what he proposed was, 
to make use of as much as possible of the 
machinery of the militia, and to avail him- 
sclf of the powers entrusied to the lord 
lieutenants and deputy lieutenants ; recourse 
could not be had, to any thing better. He 
should recommend, that the lieutenancy in 
¢.ery county should meet as soon as possible, 
for the parpose of directing au enrolment 
of all men in every parish, between the ates 
of 17 and55, He should divide the men 
comprehended in the enrolment into four 
classes, in a way something similar to that 
Which took place in the militia. The first 
would contain all the young men between 
17 and 30, who were unmarried, and with- 
oa children of the age of ten years. The 
second, all men between 30 and 50, who 
Were in the same predicament. Thirdly, 
ail the men between 17 and 30, who were 
married, and had no more than two chil- 
crea. And the fourth clas; should include 
ali the rest. He should also propose, that 
‘he enrolment should describe the persons 
ii the following manner, distinguishing 
those who were serving in the army of re- 
ye, or in the militia, or in any of the 
seal wie... or in any of the volunteer 
nee prone of by his Majesty ; and also 
militia wo, Were serving by substitute in the 
itia ; and for this reasom, because while 
Papa! a substitute actually serving, 
sorehaat ag ° be called upon for military 
propies Fra. as it lasted. He did not 
ved by ha stipgaish those who had ser- 
they dighthe aa ; for the militia laws said 
to theirs — upon. whenever it came 
peace officers . ith regard to constables and 
+2 distinguished ey would appear in the roll 
-. ousned. When he came to speak 


OW the aes : 
assembling, he should propose to ¢x- 
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empt such persons as long as they continued 
in those situations. The enrolment he was 
desirous should proceed much in the way of 
making on the militia. Every man would 
have an opportunity of appealing, in case 
he was improperly described, or was beyond 
the age, or belonged to any other class, 
He trusted as little time as possible would 
be lost in taking the necessary steps ; and 
yet that they would not be so expeditious 


. as to effect injustice, He meant to propose, 


that when the deputy lieutenants ordered the 
lists to be made out, that they should ap- 
point a day for receiving them, which should 
also be the day of appeal, He proposed that 
the lists should be corrected in the spring 
and the autumn ; that they should be kept 
in as correct a state as possible, and that the 
abstract of the county roll should be trans- 
mitted to the principal Secretary of State, 
divided into the different classes, so that it 
should describe the number of men, and 
those who were entitled to exemptions. 
Having so provided for the enrolment, ho 
next proposed, that his Majesty should 
have it his power, in case of actual invasion, 
or the approach of an enemy's force towards 
our coxst, to call upon the licutenancy to 
assemble or embody all those persons who 
did not fall within the description of those 
whom he had mentioned, as entitled to be 
exempted, and to order that all those of the 
first class should be forthwith called out to 
repel the invasion, and during the time they 
were assembled, should be subject to mi- 
litary discipline, and be sent toany part of 
Great-Britain, into any existing corps, of 
any new corps that might be raised; that 
the time of their service should be limited 
to the period of the invasion, and that as 
soon as the enemy were exterminated, or 
driven into the sea, they were immediately 
to be at liberty to return home. That 
upon assembling, every man should be en- 
titled to two guineas, to furnish them with 
necessaries, and when their services were 
over, and they were at liberty to return 
home, that over and above the usual sum 
allowed tothe militia, they should be paid 
the sum of one guinea, He should also 
propose, that when these men were 50 
assembled, they should take an oath of 
fidelity during their service, which should 
extend not only to repelling foreign in- 
vasion, but to quelling any rebellion or 
insurrection that might exist during the 
time. He had stated, in general, the 
outline of the plan for enrolling and as- 
sembling the people, he would now pro- 
ceed to that part of it which es | to 
the exercising and training. He should 
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say, in the first place, that the constitution 
of this realm not only provided for enabiing 
his Majesty to call on his subjects to repel 
an enemy, but the wholesome institutions 
of our ancestors provided, that every man 
should be exercised in the use of arms, 
We might talk of population, but if men 
were unaccustomed to the use ofarms, and 
did not know how to handle a fire!ock for 
their defence, the population was weak- 
ened in proportion to theirignorance. Our 
ancestors were so sensible of this, that 
there were many instances to be found in 
our books of obliging persons to provide 
themselves with arms, and to learn the use 
of them. As late as the reign of Hen, VIII. 
all servants and labourers are required to 
practise the bow, and townships were or- 
dered to provide butts for shooting at, and 
were fined if they did not. By the 33d 
Hen. VIII. c.9, every man under 60, not 
labouring under some bodily impediment, 
was direcied to exercise the arl of shooting 
with a bow, and fathers, governofs, and 
masters, were ordered to have those under 
them instructed in the uve of arms. He 
should highly approve of some measures 
being adopted by the House, for obliging 
all our youth in public schools to be in- 
structed in the use of arms, and that the 
military art should be part of the public 
education; for we lived in tres when, 
unless a man knew the use of arms, and 
had ihe vaiour to employ them, neither his 
lite, his property, ns honour, or his family, 
could be sale a month, By the -tature he 
had mentioned, masiers were to bring beys 
up to arms, to provide them, till they were 
seventeen, with a bow and two shafts, and 
after that age they were to provide them- 
selves, Butts were to be kept in repair, 
under the penalty of 30s. Referring to 
this system, he should propose that his Ma- 
yesty should be enabled to direct the Lord- 
Licutenants to make preparations for ex- 
ercising the young men of the first: elass, 
once a week, in the different parishes 
For this object, the King might order suf- 
ficient arms to be provided for such young 
men. These arms might be lodged in the 
churches, or other convenient places ; and 


should be kept in order, at the expense of 


the parisle., and pari-h officers and con- 
stables appointed for the custody of them. 
There were other provisions in the bill he 
intended to submit, directing the Lord- 
Lieutenant ard Deputy-Lieetenants to ap- 
point officers to command the men, dividing 
them, as much as possible, into companies 
of parishes ; or where the parishes are too 
small, adding one or more.- He should 
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recommend that over every 120 men, the 
Lord-Lieutenant should appoint officer: 
That every person in the. first class should 
attend once a week for the purpose of be. 
ing exercised, provided the place of ex. 
ercising did not exceed three miles; this 
was surely no very grievous burthen. He 
should propose that persons omitting to at. 
tend, should pay a small fine, proportioned 
to their circumstances in life. Those who 
are assessed to the parish rates, should be 
fined 5s. and young men who were in the 


inferior branches of life, 1s. In case of 


repeated omissions, the penalty would be 
increased in the manner described in the 
bill. There were provisions enabling the 
Deputy-Lieutenants and commanding off- 
cers to agree with out-pensioners to train 
the men. He was persuaded, that if the 
House should think proper to adopt a me:- 
sure of this kind, nothing could be more 
easy than to find persons in every parish to 
instruct men in the use of arms, at least to 
prime and load, and turn to the right and 
left. This was easily taught, and once 
learned was never forgot. Officers would 
know best how far such men, having re- 
ceived such instruction, would be service- 
able after they were assembled, if they 
were armed and mixed with regular troops. 
li did not require much time to makea 
soldier for eflectual service, though, per- 
haps, for parade and manquvring It ald; 
he believed there would be very litre ma- 
neeuvring in this country if the Frenca 
were landed init. If an Englishman knew 
but how to use hi. firelock, he would soon 
become a respectable soldier. —He should 
propose, that when any part of these men 
were called out, if any young man W* 
desirous of serving in the cavalry, he should 
be at liberty to do so, upon his “agi 
equipped as a dragoon. He should er 
propose, that if tyere were volunteers 
a parish, to half the amount of Its pop 
lation, the remainder, though not exemple 
from enrolment, would not be required 10 
serve personally. In such an mere 
no man deserved the name of an Engi’ 
man, who did not march out to ed 
enemy—he ought to be set up as @ ah i 
infamy. He therefore proposed, ne 
corps so ‘volunteering should aga 
march under their own officers to 2°) oem 
of Great- Britain, where theif ean 
might be required. He should prope”, 
extend this ata to the whole, of Gres! ees 
tain. He believed the ancient Suk ltt 98 
of the Kings of Scotland were the a git 
our own upon this subject; but, me vb- 
might, he was sure no gentleman wo 
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ject to a proposition so limited as the pre- 


sent one was. It was limited to enrolment 
in the parishes while the enemy were out of 
the country, and, if they came, every man 
would feel himself called upon to march. 
With respect to Ireland, it was not his in- 
tention to extend the present*measure to 
that country. The parochial divisions of 
Ireland were not carried to the perfection 
they were in England, though he hoped 
they soon might, and that every effort would 
be made to aitain that object: at present, 
however, [reland was not in a situation to 
make an application of this bill practicable ; 
besides, the powers given for raising volun- 
teers had been carried to such an extent, by 
the zeal and courage so natural to the peo- 
ple of that country, that the measure, with 
respect to Ireland, was not necessary. With 
regard to putting arms into the people's 
hands, and allowing parishes to have custody 
of those arms, he admitted it was very dan- 
He did not deny that, in some in- 
stances, it might be dangerous, but he begg- 
ed the House to consider what was the state 
of Europe, and of this country. Some 
years ago, a measure of this kind could not 
have been resorted to; but he believed the 
bill was so framed as to obviate every diffi- 
culty; for, in the first place, the Lord- 
Lieutenants, as the magistracy, would have 
the appoiatment and control of those to 
whom the custody of the arms would be 
commited. The office of Lord-Lieutenant 
Was every day becoming more important ; 
they were the representatives of his Majesty 
‘0 the several counties, and might occasion- 
ally be entrusted with important military, 
command, They ought to consider their 
offices not only in a civil but a military point 
ot view. With regard, therefore, to the 
danger, he was of opinion, that in such 
times as these it was beter to run the dan- 
ger of the people making a bad use of their 
arms, than that they should not be able to 
use them, He would rather-run the chance 
of his country misemploying the arms en- 
(rusied to them, than that they shoald be so 
reduced as to be obliged to submit to a fo- 
reign enemy; and with respect to those 
proud feelings and sentiments of indepen- 
“ence by which they were actuated, he was 
persuaded they were superior .to any enemy 
‘aat could come against them, There was 
“ue point to which it was necessary he should 
“vert, and that was the quantity of arms 
'n the possession of private persons in this 
“suntry; for though the arsenals of this 
“unly were never better supplied, yet the 


al on, . ; 
pubic arms might not be sufficient. We 
u 


gt rous. 
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the French had done ina bad one. Many 
useful precedents might be found in the 
conduct of a bad cause, whichit would be 
prudent to apply toa good one. He appre- 
hended, that under the late Defence Act, 
the King might require such arms to be de- 
livered up. He was empowered to call for 
every thing that might be necessary. He 
might call for horses, waggons, and a va- 
riety of other things, and consequently he 
might call for arms. However, if there 
was any doubt, a bill could be brought in. 
It appeared to him, upon the whole, that 
this plan was simple, eihcacious, and con- 
sistent with the ancient Jaw, and if carried 
into execution, was calculated to give effect 
to that zeal and animation, by which every 
British bofom was inspired. With respect 
to the enrolment, it was no buiden at all, 
but when the actual invasion came, it af- 
forded an efficacious mode of bringing the 
powers of the country into action, He was 
not without hopes, that if the plan was 
adopted, in addition to the other, methods 
resorted to, that this country would prove 
to France, and to the whole world, we 
were able to defend ourselves, and he trusted 
the people of France would be inclined to 
lay aside their insolent speculations at inva- 
sion, if they found this country determined 
to defend itself. He must be a brave mar, 
who would run the gauntlet in the face of 
our navy, and then have to meet a race of 
people such as the inhabitants of England 
were. He believed that the mind cf the 
military character at the head of the French 
government was at such a pitch, that his 
curiosity was incapable of being satisfied 
without his seeing England, The French 
were naturally a curious people; but he 
had been told, that if the gratification of it 
met with any difficulty, they were soon 
satisfied. The seemed very curious to 
know whether this country produced men 
capable of becoming soldiers. They had 
certainly done their utmost to deface and 
obliterate the page of hisiory; but if they 
had.at all consulted the annals of antiquity, 
they would have found that Great Britain 
and Ireland had produced soldiers, who had 
struck terror and dismay into the souls of 
their cnemies, True it was, that the great 
General at the head of the French armies 
had had but little opportunity of judging 
what British soldiers were,but he might have 
recollected, that at Toulon there was a 
certain redoubt, named De Grasse, which 
was defended by a gallant officer, the late 
Colonel Duncan, in a manner which must 
have made every French oficer neumember 
the British troops. The next time the First 
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Consul had an opportunity of witnessing 
British valour, was at Acre; there that 
great General must have seen what could 
be done by a handful of British seamen, 
stimulating and assi:ting the Turks, and 
stopping the prog-ess of his army for sixty 
days behind an old garden wall. Such 
aclions were symptoms of what he would 
meet with, if he came here. There were 
many young officers in the House at this 


moment, who could give an account of 


what English troops bad done in the last 
war. They could point out how, at the 
action near Carteau, a few divisions of Bri- 
tish soldiers attacked the whole left wing 
of the French army, and took the French 
general prisoner, Our cavalry at that time 
did not know how to use the sabre. Now 
the English cavalry are as good swordsmen 
as anyin the world. What did the French 
say to the alfair at Lincelles, when three 
battalions of foot guards attacked and de- 
feated six thousand Frenchmen, and took 
eleven pieces of cannon? Many other 
cases might be mentioned, one in particu- 
lar, which redounded to the 
General Fox, who commanded battalions 


of the 14th, 37th, and 53d regiments of 


the line; in all not more than 800, con- 
guered the whole of the French forces, and 
regained the fortune of the day. Many of 
the officers who had achieved these-glorious 
actions were still here, and sure he was 
they had the same stuff in them as formerly. 
They were animated with the spirit of Bri- 
tish soldiers; and, if the French were cu- 
rious enough to pay us a visit, they would 
find with what energy it would be dis- 
played. Earnestly hoping that, if this 
measure was properly to be adopted, it 
would be encouraged by the House; and 
firmly believing it would tend to give us 
the command of a force more than equal 
to any the enemy could bring against it; 
and afiord the means of filling up our re- 
giments in case of necessity; he should 
conclude, by moving for leave to bring in 
a bill to amend the act, passed this session, 
for defence of the country, and to enable 
his Majesty more effectually and speedily 
to use his ancient and undoubted preroga- 
tive in requiring the military service of his 
liege subjects in case of invasion. 

Mr. Windbam said he did not rise to op- 
pose the measure. On the contrary, he 
wished it had been brought forward sooner. 
He wished it were possible so to vote the 
question, as that their decision might have a 
‘kindof retroactive force ; a power of ante- 


' Gating the measure, and putting the country 


in a situation of having received the benefit 
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| be in danger at all? 
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of it long ago. Of all the charges avainst 
the present ministers, the best grounded was 
that by their delays and their weakness tho. 
had brought the country to a state of dane, 
of which their preparations were far shor 
He repeated the charge, and he was ready a 
| any time to enter into the question. When 
| ministers were accused of bringing the coun- 
try into danger, the first question to be con- 
| sidered was, whether there was a corpus de. 
| lictt, whether the danger actually existed? 
As to that, he should take the admission of 
ministers themselves. That a design existed, 
or was at least in contemplation, to invade 
this country, was admitted on all hands. Such 
a design could not exist, without implying 
considerable danger. He was the farthest 
from meaning to maintain that wherever a 
| country could be said to be in danger, or was 
labouring under calamity of any kind, mis- 
conduct must, be imputable to those entrust- 
ed with its affairs. Dangers of invasion must 
from the nature of the thing proceed imme- 
diately from external causes, The ministers 
were answerable no further than as they 
had originally created them, or had negleci- 
ed the proper means of providing and guard- 
ing against them. It certainly was not for 
those, who treated even at this time the idea 
of invasion with contempt, to say that the 
mere intention in Buonaparté to destroy this 
country was in itself a circumstance of great 
danger. Even he, (Mr. W.) who was 50 
branded as an alarmist, did not talk that !an- 
cuage. He said, that invasion was formida- 
ble only if a proper sense was not eritertained 
of its practicability, and proper means were 
not taken to resist it. It was by this test that 
he wished to try the conduct of ministry. 
Have their preparations kept pace regularly 
with the preparations of the enemy? bret 
they by their exertions so*kept a head of the 
danger, as that at no period it can be said 0 
be greater, than at the period preceding: 
Or so, as that the country cannot be said 10 
For Jet it be remem- 
bered always, that according to the princi 
ples of those with whom he was ‘suing 
danger from invasion, and blame to the "tn 
nistry, were synonimous ; since inyasiop ; 
itself was, as they said, a mere ugha: ot 
had in it nothing to be apprehended — he 
qvite consolatory to think how arg BO 
fortable opinions are heard upon that “* i not 
The only drawback was, that they hie 
come from exactly the classes of people fe 
whom one should hear them with gre” 
pleasure. We were told daily of the Ge : 
ticability of invasion, by many emioen! 
Pg gees any wort! 
yers, many sound divines, many 
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.ots, many skilfol agriculturists, many 
very handsome women. ‘The only persons 
» whom we did not hear these opinions, 

eve our soldiers and sailors. _ Ask a sailor, 
whether with any superiority of naval force 
could ensure the country against an in- 
vading army? He would tell you, that 
such was the uncertainty of all naval opera- 
tions, such the extent of coast to be,guarded, 
such the variety of modes in which invasion 
may be attempted, some in larger and some 
in smaller vessels, some from nearer and 
some from more distant points, that with all 
the naval superiority in the world—even with 
that which the hon. gentleman deprived us 
of at the peace of Amiens,—he could not 
engage that an enemy should not eifect a 
disembarkation on various points even’ in 
considerable force. But put this same ques- 
tion to a landsman, to a man who perhaps 
never saw the sea but from Margate or 
Brighton, who never embarked in any thing 
but a bathing-machine, and he will tell you, 
that to talk of invading a country in the face 
ofa superior navy was the idlest of all follies, 
and that as long as we had our wooden wa'ls, 
(he would more properly say, our wooden 
beads) we should never treat invasion other- 

| Ws- than as a threat fit only to frighten chil- 
| creo, The same in the case of the opposi- 
| ton to be made, should the enemy have ef- 
lecied a landing. A man who knew no 
_ hore of military operations, than himself or 
ost of those, whom he addressed, hap- 
ply did; who never saw troops but on a pa- 
rade; who had never a gun fired in anger, 
would dispatch you twenty thousand French 
| 40 a. morning, as easily as Capt. Bobadil: 
but men who really knew what they were 
(aiking of, men who were at once officers, 
énd officers who had seen service, the men 
“2 whom we must rely, and on whom we 
might rely, should such an emergency arise, 
they would tell you a different story ; and 
though they certainly would not speak of 
ae with dismay, if proper precautions 
es en, they would never consider it as 
: be pe b be treated with contempt.—He 
te iat fa that heme who were guided by 
a ied en this subject, would consider 
Were 0. 1) 04 the opinions, which they heard, 
: yetitled to the smallest consideration. 
« ’ gms) he would not declare an opinion 
. 4) ©F another. Ee would not even 
; iar ae he considered the attempt as 
bat fact on Hig ia He a to take 
ranse, he + ¢ declaration of ministers ; be- 
Bs micht he new, A by any accident, such 
d, What ee ¢ design were relinquish- 
pouring there would be, on the 
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be told, that nothing but their own disor- 
dered imaginations could ever have given 
birth to such an expectation. He todk the 
probability of the attempt, therefore, spon 
the ministers’ admission: and starting’ from 
that point, he begged to know, on what 
ground we thovght the attempt was to be 
disposed ? Was it at this time of day, after 
all that had been achieved and suffered, 
that we were warranted in holding cheap 
the projects of French enterprize? Was it 
for Europe prostrated, as we were so fond of 
describing her, at-the feet of France—was 
it for us, whom the treaty of Amiens had 
brought upon our knees before her, to treat 
with contempt, what she thought herself 
capable of effecting? If she pursued her 
design, it certainly was from a persuasion, 
that she had a reasonable chance of succeed- 
ing it: and who were those, who were 
entitled to claim to their judgment on this 
question, such an entire superiority over that 
of the persons whom France may be pre- 
sumed to have consulted, He begged par- 
don, but he really must consider the opinion 
of Buonaparté on a military question, to be 
as good as that of any of the hon. gentlemen 
whom he saw before him. It did not appear 
either, what the advantage was which we 
possessed in point of materials for judge- 
ment. Did the French require to be told, 
that seas were deep and winds variable; that 
islands can only be approached by water ; 
that if met with at sea they would be liable 
to be destroyed by our cruizers; with many 
similar truths, the knowledge of which we 
seemed to think was confined altogether to 
ourselves. If we might suppose ourselves 
on the one hand better acquainted, with our 
means of defence, we must allow on the 
other that they were likely to be better ac- 
quainted with their means of attack: and, 
in the reduction of a place, he never had 
heard, but that the opinion of the engineers 
without was as much to be taken as that of 
the engineers within. In one case it would 
deserve a great deal more tobe taken, namely, 
if they had carefully considered the question, 
and the others had not: and he wished that 
this might not be the fact with respeci to 
the French and ourselves. For one person 
that had studied this question, for one me- 
morial that was written in England, he 
would venture to say, that there were a 
hundred in France. If to this industry and 
to this knowledge nothing was to be oppos- 
ed, but vagve, general confidence, such. as 
for the last fourteen gh had been pro- 
nouscing to be impogsible, every thing that. 
had successively , he mast confess 
that he could not rey mach upoo,the secu. 
s K™ , ¥ ‘ 
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rity, which he saw was enjoyed. One 
circumstance he must complain of, viz, the 
clamour raised against those, who could 
not partake in this security, and who warned 
their countrymen, in consequence, not to trust 
to it too implicitly. These were treated as 
pusillanimous men, who were foolishly 
frigitened themselves, and were.doing no 
small mischief by communicating their fears 
to others, The terms of the charge, as com- 
monly preferred, were, that they were ex- 
citing despondency. He could not feel much 
disturbed by an accusation, in which he was 
joined with such an associate as the hon. 
gent. near him (Col. Craufurd). He was 
perfectly ready to plead guilty to any fears 
which he shared in common with that gallant 
officer. But he could not but feel some im- 
patience, and think the case a little odd, 
when those were only pointing out the dan- 
ger, with a view to its being better resisted, 
were accused of despondency by those, who 
had not yet brought themselves to look the 
danger in the face. ‘The shame of any pu- 
nishment was thought to be aggravated by 
great onworthiovess in the hand that inflicted 
it. If a knight, as they had learned ona 
late occasion, should act in a way to forfeit 
his knighthood, the sentence was, that he 
should have his spurs cut off by the King’s 
cook, ‘The case seemed to be much the 
same with him and some of his friends, 
who were occasionally called knights and 
Quixotes, when they were doomed to hear 
themselves charged with pusillanimity by 
the makers of the treaty of Amiens. He, 
Mr. Windham (said the hon. gentleman, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, alluding very 
truly, but not perhaps very properly to for- 
mer communications) had felt a dread of 
invasion on other occasions besides the pre- 
sent. He eertainly had so; but what the 
inference from thence was, was not appa- 
rent, unless it were, that having felt that 
alarm, when no danger existed, no import- 
ance could be attached to the apprehensions 
which he entertained at present. The hon, 
gent. then, it must be understood, did not 
entertain any fears, or not the same fears as 
he (Mr W.) did, at the period ailuded to, 
that is to say, just before the conclusion of 
the peace. How whimsical then was the 
result! With the hon. gentteman’s contempt 
of the danger, and with Mr. W.’'s fears 
’ of it, he (Mr. A.) made the treaty of Amiens, 
which he (Mr. W.) would not have made : 
and really, said Mr. W., the fear that coun- 
sels resistance does seem entitled to rank at 
any time with the magnanimity that deals 
only in submission. But setting’ aside the 


“Propriety of this charge, as coming from the | 
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hon. gentlemen, let it be considered what it 
was in itself. “Those who saw danger io the 
country, which only the exertions of the 
country could prevent, were not to declare 
its situation, were not to call for those ex. 
ertions, but were to leave the ‘country to 
repose in false security, till the moment 
should perhaps be past, when resistance 
would be any longer practicable. Though 
the House was on fire, they were not to 
alarm the family by any intemperate cry or 
knocking; but were to tap gently at the 
door, and whisper only, that if they did not 
get up they would be burnt in their beds. 
There were two cases in which representa 
tions of danger seemed to be unnecessary : 
one, where the danger was of a sort to admit 
of nothing being done to prevent it; the 
other, where al! that could be done, was 
done already. If a patient was labouring 
under a disorder, which no application could 
cure, or relieve, it was useless and might be 


injurious, except with a view to incidental 


¢ 


purposes, to point out to him the nature of 
his situation: on the other hand, where the 
case was such as amply to admit of exertion, 
where armies were engaved, or ships on fire, 
it might still be aseless or mischievous 10 
enforce a representation of the danger, bes 
cause whatever could be hoped from such 
representation, was done or doing already. 
When the right wing of an army was actuaiy 
engaged it would be of no use to inform 
with a view at least to encourage ils ¢Xtt- 
tions, that the left was! giving way. W hil 
the captain and crew were straining a 
nerve to extinguish the flames, in a ship 
was on fire, it could do no good, and mig" 
do-great harm, to tell them that the nm 
were likely to prevail, and were me f 
proaching the magazine. But was either 
these the caseof this country? Were wein 
cumstances in which nothing could be co"; 
or in which every thing necessary ¥2 alre 1 
doing? Ministers, indeed, would -: 
suppose that we were: and, when P re 
upon the subject, enumerated oat 
in a manner altogether diverting. 7 aa 
us, with great triamph, of the exper oh | 
had incurred, and the inconvenience " het 
produced: how, ina time of — on 
they had filled the nation with all | esthin 
of war; how, at a moment pee is 
was to be heard but economy 2 stove? 
they had suddenly started coed wae 
sures, the most “extravagant @° 4 
They had called out the wy Si They 
twice augmented the army ane Bo pone 
atseow" 
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ing it; they had lastly produced the measure 


wt present under consideration. All these 
things they had done; but with all that they 
had done, had they done enough? And the 
measures, which they had taken, had they been 
taken in time? The hon. gentlemen seemed 
to have a great fondness for proceeding by 
eradations. Every measure was to come se 
parately. One coat of .paint must be dry 
before another was laid on. The hon. gentle- 
meu, teo, seemed to think, that every mea- 
sure was completed the moment that it is 
begun. When they had brooght in a bill, 
they seemed to consider their work as done ; 
without reflecting that this was merely put- 
ting the seed ‘in the ground, which must af- 
terwards have time to grow; and that while 
the grass was growing, the steed starved : 
the consequence was, that nothing had been 
done, at the time that it might have been 
done. There was no possible reason to be 
assigned, why every measure, that had been 
adopted, should not have been adopted weeks 
and months before. What made this so in- 
excusable was, that there was nothing in 
our situation, that ministers ought not dis- 
tinctly to'have foreseen. ‘There was nota 
danger to which the country was exposed, 
that was not the natural and necessary con- 
sequences of their own measures. It was a 
cunning child, the proverb said, that knew 
iis owa father: and, upon the same princi- 
ple, it must often be a cunning father that 
kuew his own child. The hon. gentlemen 
did not seem to be endued with this power. 
the whole train of our present calamities 
and dangers was the genuine progeny of the 
treaty of Amiens. One might make an al- 
legory of it, and say, that the treaty of 
Amiens, which had been begot by Wisdom 
upon Folly, by Dignity upon Meanness, as 
yori choose to call it, by Boldness upon Pa- 
sillanimity, had two daughters, War and In- 
Vas‘on, which in due course, the time of 
8estation being longer in the larger animals, 
it was now delivered of. Not only, there- 
fore, ovght the hon. gentlemen to have be- 
gun their preparations from the date of the 
King’s Message, but from the very moment, 
whea they signed the treaty, which was to 
sctile the country in the happy enjoyment of 
the blessings of peace. Nothing, however, 
could prevail upon them to do this, They re- 
sisted all admonition, reviling and calum- 
Hating all who attempted to admonish them. 
Latterly, the secret of this had> come out. 
1€ country, it seems, is a commercial and 
onal country, and must not be suddenly 
rea The hon. gentleman was afraid of 
eed um. But he ought to have recol- 
ed, that there was an owinium of another 
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kind, the omnium of our laws, liberties, in- 
dependence, and lives; which was likewise 
deserving of some consideration, and which 
would infalliby go, if we were thus to keep 


the country in ignorance of its danger, for 


fear of alarming the monied men. Nothing 
could justify the ministers, therefore, if, iu 
a matter of this sort, where all was at stake, 
any thing really important was either omit- 
ted or delayed. But they had omitted and 
delayed not only great and important mea- 
sures, if} the execution of which there might 
be a difficulty, (but about which, neverthe» 
less, there ought to have been no demur, if 
they were really condacive to the public 
safety ) but innumerable other measures, about 
which there could have been no difficulty, 
and which required nothing but thought and 
consideration. Such were all measures of 
precaution and timely arrangement. Every 
possibility ought to be provided for; every 
case duly considered; nothing, when it could 
possibly be avoided, be left to chance, or the 
decision of the moment; the best military 
opinions, foreign and domestic, have been 
taken and compared together ; all measures, 
which were foreseen to be necessary, pre- 
pared or executed before hand; in a word, 
nothing omitted, which care, foresight, and 
able military counsel could effect. Our 
motto should be: 


Omnia precepi, atque animo 
Mecum ante peregi. 





But was that the picture of our actual 
state? Had not the very measure of a 
board of military reporters and advisers 
been rejected, though the effect of such a 
board, besides its other advantages, must 
have been, to restore to the service those 
officers, whose age alone prevented their 
serving us in the field, but who were cer- 
tainly not on that account likely to be less 
valuable in counsel ? The benefits to be 
derived from such an institution were with- 
out number, to whom too could they have 
been injurious? It was not in the power of 
any single mind, to embrace at once all the 
details of an army such as ours, and all the 
important measures required by a situation 
such as ours. It might not perhaps be a 
bad consequence if such an establishment, 
that it must operate as a control and a 
stimulus, and be an additional security 
that other departments did their duty. But 
other departments must be glad of its as- 
sistance, having more to do than they could 
ibly suffice for. Fersons too, who might 
hove valuable suggestions to offer for the 
public good, would address. themselves 
more readily to a board of this sort, than to 
SS: whom they did not equally con- 
*KQ -° 
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fide in, and whom. they might suspect of 
rejecting their proposals from jealousy or 
mariiality. The ilustrious personage at the 
bi of the army could never think it any 
disparagement to him, to receive the op:nions 
of eminent officers ; on matters too which 
it was. impossible that he could have leisure 
to consider himself. Here thea was one 
substantial instance of a measure omitted, 
capable of being of material importance 
in our present situation. But were there 
not others of a different description which 
many might suspect not to be attended to, 
as they ought to have been? Was nothing 
to be done in the way of works, by which 
the deficiency of our living force might be 
in pait supplied, and the points which 
troops would be called upon to defend be 
rendered less numerous? Much of this 
sort, he was persuaded, was to be done ; 
but it was not for him certainly tospeak in 
detail on matters of this nature, nor was it 


“necessary for him to dwell upon them at all, 


aficr the manner in which they had been 
enforced by an hon. gent. (Col. Craufurd) 
who to all the authority of professicnal 
abilities, and all the force of truth, had ad- 
ded that eloquence, as he would call it, 
which is the result of strong feeling ope- 
rating upon a clear and vigorous under- 
standing. But in the midst of these omis- 
sions, if such they were, there was one 
measure, the hon. gent. might say, which 
we have amply provided for ; we have given 
full instructions for the driving of the coun- 
try! He was well aware that this was a 
mcasure adopted by the late administration ; 
and which, as a power, to be lodged in the 
hands of the executive government, and to be 
employed in certain special cases, and with 
respect to certain special objects, possibly in 
the single instance of horses, he did not 
mean to condemn. But as a measure of 
general application ; as a measure to be 
relied on, generally for stopping the progress 
of the enemy; nothing more absurd, he 
would venture to say, could have entered 
into the mind of man. The first objection 
to the measure was, that even if capable of 
being executed, it would be utterly useless 

In half the time, that it would require to 
carry this driving into effect, the enemy 
would have passed the country, to which it 
was meant to apply. -‘The next objection to 
the measure, if objection it might be called, 
was that it was utterly impracticable. An 

hardly any circumstances would a tract ot 

country, adjoining to the sea, be capable of 
being driven, before the enemy would be 

at hand, to drive the drivers, and totally 

mar the operation. But the attempt in the 


@ 
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| meanwhile would be mischievous and feta! 
| The confusion it would produce would « 
| endless. The roads would be blocked up 
| the passage of troops stopped; all military 
| Operations impeded: we should be run dowy 
by ovr own bullocks. It would be the 
scene described by Major Sturgeon. “ The 
drums beat in the front; the dogs barked 
in the rear ; the oxen set up a gallop; on 
they came thundering upon us; and threw 
our whole corps into coufusion.” We 
might say with truth in the concluding 
words, that it would be “ a most unfortv- 
nate day for us all” whenever we should 
rely on this measure of driving the country, 
and destroying the provisions, as one of ou 
staple resources for stopping the progress of 
an enemy and providing for the general 
safety. He came now to the immediate 
measure before them. In a constitutional 
view, not an objection could be made to it ; 
so that it seemed unnecessary, though | 
might possibly not be improper in the hon. 
gent., to cite so many acts of Parliament, 
and adduee so much legal learning in sup- 
port of its character in that respect. It 
was clearly neither an innovation nor neces- 
sary to supply any thing, which the old law 
did not contain, but was merely expedicnt, 
in order to carry the old law more readily 
into effect. As a compulsory measure, though 
he was for objecting to it, because he 
thought it perfectly right, that such com- 
pulsory means shouldbe vested in the crown, 
yet he wished it not to be acted upon un 
necessarily. The power might be wanted, 
and therefore very properly existed ; it was 
useful too, that it should be known to ext! 
but if the end proposed could be accom: 
plished by other means, it might be right, 
that it should not be exerted, Here 4% 
Majesty’s ministers seemed to be a littic 10- 
consistent. For the sake of a great and mos! 
important object, the instant creation i 
regular army, whea it was propose’ © 
some gentlemen, and concurred in by 4!" 
(Mr. Windham) and others, that there oi’ 
be a ballot for troops of the line, to s* 
in Europe only, and for term of years, § A 
with the privilege of commuting the service 
for a fixed fine, the ministers would no 
hear of the proposal : 


, ana 


now, im a cil 
way, it is true, but perhaps hardly a 
if considered in proportion to is © _ 
their whole thoughts seem to roo - eapea 
pulsion. For his part he was, on! ‘tin 

casion, as on most others, far more 1p By 
to voluntary service than to compulsory. be 
this universal compulsory training, arent 
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PARL. DEBATES, 
ident advantage. 
versal : every one would par- 
‘arthe n of it: but of those who 
ained, a portion only, and com- 
mall one, could by any possi- 
a state conve rtible to 
much of what would 


‘ht into 


irposes 
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by this act must be formed of 


hich the hand of the potter would 

This was ceriainly an incon- 

idan objection as far as it went. 

eumed more of the time and com- 

of individuals, than was capable after- 
ds of being converted to public use. But 
seemed to be something besides the 
constraint, and interruption of business 
ssure which would make this nec essity 

ing be felt as a hardship—Men, io 
iad not the same feeling as 

nei in general had, with respect to 
libiting themselves in public, nor had 
, who would view them in those ex- 


hibitions, the same feelings as the people of 


france, with respect to military show and 
parade, ‘There was a modesty with us, 
which would make many, who from their 
size or figure, or want of ease or supple- 
ss might be conscious of not appearing 
advantage, unwilling to display them- 
‘ves under the discipline of the drill; 
ile instead of exalting and mag@ifying, 
nd givi ing an artificial importance-to such 
Cisplays, there was a universal disposition 
ir people to depreciate and make a jest 
These dispositions, added to the im- 
nce which m: ny would feel of being 
xed familiarly with those, whom they 
© accustomed to meet upon a different 
0g, would, he feared, have the effect 
ndering this general training more dis- 
than in proportion to the mere time 
occupied, and the inconvenience which 
created. He was therefore the more in- 
ved to seek the aid of voluntary service, 
“stir as it could be obtained. For in this 
‘you were sure of one advantage. The 
nteers had at least one qualification, 
which you looked to in a soldier, namely, 
good will, A man who came of his own 
accord, felt at least some qualities iu him- 
» Which were likely to render him use- 
+ He must be actuated either by zeal 
ode or sense of duty, or desire 
“uction, or some general ardour and 
we-aeb eo In compulsory service all 
tinction : fo and lifeless. No dis- 
powys beget ¢ obtained, and every me 
ar as he g Bs ae would be seeking, a 
tenesle a to throw off the duty tom 
aclf oF “ac Was, therefore, for availing him- 
© Voluntary service as far as it 
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would go; keeping the other'in reserve, in 
case the spontanenous exertions should fail ; 
and, in the meanwhile, leaving it to act as a 
stimulus, which might serve to quicken 
their operation. But hereseveral considera- 
tions required to be attended to. It was 
first to be seen how these voluntary exertions 
were to be obtained, and afterwards what 
shape was to be given to them. For the 
obtaining such exertions, it would seem to 
plain men that there was bat one course 
to be pursued in the first instance, namely, 
to show, that exertions were necessary. 
Before people betook themselves to means 
of defence, they commonly required to be 
satisfied that there was some danger against 
which defence was wanted. But to at- 
tempt to satisfy them of this, was, according 
to the phrase at present in use, to excite 
despondency ; and accordingly every man 
who sought to rouse the people to what 
their. safety required, was branded as an 
alarmist, and treated as little less than a 
traitor to his country. The duty of every 
man was said to be, not to dispirit, but to 
encourage, the people; and to folloy Ww, in 
this respect, the example of his Majesty's mi- 
nisters. Here, however, the example of his 
Majesty's ministers had something singular in 
it. One should natur: illy understand by ene 
couraging to inspire men with courage for the 
purpose of resisting something which was con- 
sidered as dangerous: but the hon. gentlemen’s 
notion of encoxraging was to lead men to the 
belief, that courage was unnecessary, because, 
in fact, there was no danger. He mast con- 
fess, that he thought the other way both 
more proper, and more respectful to the 
country. He could not agree with the hon 

gentlemen, that to tell the people of their 
danger was to throw them into a panick in 
which they would be able to do nothing. 

On the contrary, he believed it would only 
animate them to new exertions. ‘This, at 
least, was sure, that they would not be ani- 
mated to exerlions without it. And why 

should they ? The measures necessary for 
defence, were not in themselves of a nature 
so pleasant, as that men should have re- 
course to them, if there was nothing par- 
ticular to require theirbeing adopted, Hither 
therefore you must forego these measures 
altogether, or you must take the course, 
so much condemned, of appealing to meng’ 
fears, in other words, of apprizing them of 
their danger. And, upon this occasion, it 
was impossible not to remark upon the dif- 
ference, there was, in the practice of the 
two nations, France and England, and upch 
the different ideas, which the governments 

severally entertained of the character of the 
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two people. In France. when the nation 


was in danger of invasion, and the Duke of 


Brunswick threatened to march to Paris, the 
government so far from dissembling the 
danger, sought, by all means, to proclaim 
and publish it even with a degree of ex- 
aggeration. ‘They thought that to apprize 
the French peopie of the approach of the 
cnuemy, was the way to summon them to 
exertion: and the French people answered 
to the call. ‘They chearfully tell to work 
to fortify Montmartre near.Paris, and under- 
took, with zeal and alacrity, whatever else 
the government prescribed. But the com- 
piiment paid by his Majesty's ministers to 
the people of this count:y, was to suppose, 
that to announce to them their danger would 
be to frighten them out of their wits. It 
was said, in answer tothis, that the cases 
were different, for that the danger in 
France was ma.h more pressing: that 
those in France had more to fear from 
the march of the Duke of Brunswick, 
than we have from the invasion with 
which we are now threatened. But this 
arguinent would cooclade just the contrary 
way. Ifthe tear ot terrifying the people was 
the reason tor not appriging them of their 
danger, the greater the danger, the less they 
ought to be apprized of it The fact was, 
that those entrusted with the government, 
were bound by every tie early to possess the 
country with a knowledge of its situation, 
io order to give full and timely effect to those 
exertions, which would not fai! to be made: 
at the same t:me, as in a matter of this sort, 
nothing which was capable of being other- 
wise provided for, ought to be lett to chance ; 
it was fit that powers, such as were pow 
proposed, should be deposited with govern. 
meat, to be used by them, should the occa- 
sion require wt, and to operate ip the meaa- 
while as a stimulus to the voluntary exer- 
tions, were it to happen, that these should, in 
any part, prove deficient. He was, therefore, 
clearly of opinion, in favour of the existence 
of these powers, as he was, that they should 
be used sparingly, and only io case the vo 

luntarily exertions should not be found 
€qual to what was expecied. Generally 
speaking, voluntary service was to be pre- 
ferred always before that which arose trom 
compulsion, Compelied service had always 
in it something of disinclination and reluct- 
ance, It it did not find a man disinclined, 
it could not but have a chance of making 
him so. “khere was in it nothing of zeal, 
animation, or distinction. On the otber hand, 
the Volunteer, whatever else he might want, 
Was sure to have one very useful quality, and 
whch pften stood in lieu of all others, good- 





ARL. DEBATES, Jury 18.— Defence of the Country. 























[i146 


will. He could not be a volunteer but for 
some motive, of zeal, or patriotism, or love 
of fame, or love of action, which would con 
tribute to qualify him for the service he vas 
to perform. He (Mr. W.) was therefore 
much inclined to try what the Spontaneous 
exeriions of the country would do, in the 
thousand ways in which they might shew 
themselves before he would have recourse 
generally to the compulsory training, with 
the several objections to which he feared jt 
would be found liable. Among these, one 
which he had not before sufficiently dwelt 
upon, was the mode of training, which was 
sure to be adopted, and which could pot in- 
deed very well be avoided. This would br, 
the practising men to the common exercise 
of the drill, than which a more useless em- 
ployment, except for those who should af- 
terwards be turned over to regular regi- 
ments, could not well be imagined. As 
corps, the men trained in this way, cons- 
dering what description of persons the m- 
jority must consist of, would be worth no- 
thing. All] that could be said was, that 
many would thus be half trained, (parboiled 
as it were) and more ready to be completed 
as soldiers, should they hereafier be enrolled 
in regular corps. Connected with the above 
objection, and in part arising out of it, was 
that which applied in point of time, and to 
the period, when the men prepared under 
this measure were likely to be ready. The 
training was not to be, as in the case of en- 
bodied corps, from day today. A period ot 
months would give but a few days of training 
It was the error often of those who were 
conce:ned in the management of affairs, | 
suppose that they were doing a great deal 
ot good, when they «ere only creating 4 gre! 
deal of disturbance. A long complicate? 
bill, with its enactments and clauses, wi" 
its first and second readings, its commitme™, 
report, and re commitment, had something 
very imposing ; but the inquiry after all was 
what did it do? The value of a soon vc 
not to be estimated by its bulk, thouga nA 
author might sometimes think so, but P} os 
real quantity of new and valuable ee 
which it contained. The old eam na 
* a great book was 4 great evil, might "sil 
be transferred, with a little variation, t0 a 
in Parliament. How little effect this ™°" 

: rion & 
sure was likely to produce, in prope nt be 
its unwieldy bulk and ative ost OI might 
judged by comparing it with wha * af 
have been hoped from another Me since 
preceeding, which he had ong 4 10 
to recommene, 


taken the hberty 4 we 
which he could oot forbear to a a af 


impossible not to contrast to | 
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toilsome march of the measure now pro- 
sosed, the speedy effect which might have 
been produced, had they adopted at once the 
nm 
arms, in different parts, and sent down pro- 
er officers to instruct the people in firing 
with ball. That measure would have begun 
to take effect, from thé very moment that 
the adoption of it was decided upon. There 
was no reason, Why both arms and officers, 
where they happened to be ready, should not 
have set out at four-and-twenty hours notice. 
The officer, who would travel by the mail, 
would in another four-and-twenty hours 
have been at the place of his destination ; 
and if the arms, which would have gone by 
the waggon, would not have arrived so soon, 
the interval would just have been sufficient 
to give time to the officer, to communicate 
his instructions, to make himself known to 
the neighbourhood, to erect his butts, to col- 
ject the people, and to take such other pre- 
paratory steps, as would enable him to begin 
his operations, the moment the arms should 
have reached him. In ten days from the 
measure being resolved upon, a great portion 
of country might have been actually at work, 
engaged in a species of training, which was 
hot of mere eventual utility, dependent for 
its effect upon something afterwards to be 
added: but was the thing itself, which must 
of necessity be looked to, Th case of an ene- 
mys landing, which, not possessed, would 


render all the rest useless ; and which, if 


possessed, would to a very great degree ren- 
cer every thing else superfluous. Every 
other part of the country, to which it should 
have been thought right to extend the ope- 
rauon of the measure would, in succession, 
have got into the same state, in proportion 
(0 118 distance from London, and the priority 
which government might have thought fit 
_ give to it. There would at least have 
Yeen Do time lost, nor any thing done, that 
Was not of actual utility. But considerations 
of this sort, he feared, did not always serve 
to recommend a measure, There was a 
iar ite rather by the report than the 
mate's ~ A great measure was one that 
: mica noise; whereas there might be 
sand eae of small measures well directed, 
decade! re of musketry, which often pro- 
decidin ~ eyo ard did more towards 
heavy pee ay, than any of these pieces of 
maar Ail ms with all their tremendous 
paeiaited ‘at seemed to be wanted, at the 
ndesei ne was to impress the people with 
a right die “ their danger, and then to give 
Rak ge ection to the exertions which that 

ction could not fail to produce, The 
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thing; and the disposition to employ them 
would never be wanting, when once the ne- 
cessity was pointed out. ‘The motives in- 
deed were such, as had hardly ever existed 
in any other case, anu were equally calcu- 
lated to operate upon the selfish and the or- 
did, as upon the patriotic and the high- 
minded. The destruction of this country, 
should it once be accomplished, would not 
be like that of any of the other countries, 
which have fallen under the French yoke. 
Other countries, when subdued, they would 
consider probably as part of themselves, and 
treat accordingly. But there was no reason 
for thinking, that such would be their con- 
duct towards this country, were a case so 
dreadful ever to happen, as the one which 
would bring that question to the test. It 
was impossible to say what freaks of ven- 
geance they would practice with us, they 
vould not leave us like Flanders, or Holland, 
or Swisserland, or Genoa, or countries, which 
while they pillaged, they would seck to make 
productive, through the same means by which 
they formerly flourished: after removing 
whatever was worth removal, delivering over 
the rest to general plunder, and destroying 
all the sources of future greatness, they would 
probably cast the island, as it were, to the 
dogs, or use it only as a place of growth for 
timber, and of men to man their ships. 
They would send us back to the woods ; to 
the same state as we were in, when the coun- 
try was first visited and conquered by their 
piedecessors the Romans. Of what use 
would the island be to them? They had 
land enough of their own, of a better qua- 
lity, and under a far better climate. They 
wanted neither our harbours nor our rivers. 
Why shoald the lords of the Rhine, the 
Meuse, the Seine, the Garonne, of all the 
ports of Holland, of France, and of Spain, 
come to England for the use of the ‘Thames ; 
or of the barbours of Portsmouth and Vly- 
month? Let no man flatter himself, there- 
fore, that he can be saved io the general 
wreck; and since few, it was to be hoped, 
would be so foolish, even if they could be 
base enough, tu act upon such an idea: let 
no man doubt of the exertions of the coun- 
try, after the country should be once satisfied 
of the danger. ‘This was the first step. to be 
taken, namely, to satisfy the people, that 
their exertions were necessary. “The notion, 
that this woaid produce panic, he for one 
would not admit. But if it would, so 
much the more necessary, was it, that that 
panic should be produced.in time, in order 
that it might be over, and «he first, agita- 
tion subsided, before «the | .crigis actually 
arrived. That the exertions of the people 
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would then be great, he was the last to 
deubt, 
the native courage and of the martial cha- 
recter of the inhabitants of this country ; 
though he was afraid to say of them all that 
had, been said with so much becoming 
warmth, by the hon. baronet (Sir William 
Erskine) with whose ideas too, though 
agreeing in general, he was not able to 
agree in all paris. He thought with him, 
that the machinery of modern tactics might 
be sometimes too cumbersome for the sort 
of warfare, which we should have to carry 
on, and in which we might hope to excel. 
But the hon. baronet must recollect, that 
in talking of this machinery be must not ex- 
emplify it, with a view, at least, to the case 
now before us, by the example of the 
Austrians, Whatever the Austrians might 
be, it was not with them that we shoul 
have todo. The machines to which we 
Should be opposed, were French ma- 
Chines, which were certainly any thing 
rather than. cumbersome. The great 
lay in that very 
species of War, io! which we considered 
Ourselves, and jusily too, as best quali- 
hed. We had reason to flatter ourseives, 
that we excelled in it; and we should. be 
opposed by those who excelled in it like- 
wise. In experience, and in intelligence, 
resulting from that experience, he was 
atraid, the French would beat us; but no 
one was inclined to confide more than he in 
the superiority which we might bope to see 
displayed by the common people of this 


country in individual prowess and hardihood, 


ife could not help here lamenting the sys- 
tematic pains, that had long been taken to 
extinguish among the common people those 
qualities of body and mind of which we were 
ibclined at ail times to talk so boastingly ; 
and on which we were now, it seems, to 
place our chief dependence.—In allusion to 
something which he had said the ether day 
upon tha: subject, av honourable gent. had 
asked, whether he meant dudl-baiting, and 
what the courage was of turning loose ani- 
mals of gne species to toimeént and worry 
those of another? He would only advert 
to the question so far as to say that he did 
mot mean buil-baiting, though be did mean 
what many would consider as of the same 
sort, namely those aihletic sports and hardy 
contes's, which here otore made the delight of 
the common people and which, in a way 
suited to their capacities and habits, tramed 
them as those. Gothic practices, the tilts and 
tournaments of ald, did persons of better 


condition, to every generous and manly senti- 
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He thought most highly both of 
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ment. haitine 
he could say but little for it ; but n iohé 
least put it upon a Jevel with that of a 
gentlemen, wlio in fancied coats, and yy 
prancing horses, cracking their whips. a, 
rending the air with their shouts, were iDe 
citing forty or fifty savage avimals to purye 
ta destruction a poor hare or fox.—Upoy 
the whole, he thought it perfe tly right, that 
powers such as those proposed by the act, 
should be vested in the executive goverp- 
ment ; but that government should not be 


in haste to make use of them, till it should 
be seen what might be hoped from exertions 
purely voluntary. It was likewise of great 
consequence that government should : 
its influence to give to these voluntary « 
ertions a right direction, without which 
might prove injurious instead of useful. 
Lord Hawkeshury.—Sir, what has fallen 


As to the courage of bu! 


A sly 


— — 


from the righthon. gent. who spoke last is so 
very loose and general, that, in my opinion, 


no practical result cao arise ivorh it, Ard 
it appears, as if observations were maue, 
solely for the purpose of making an attack 
against his Majesty's government ; and 
what was still more remarkable, upon the 
present occasion, as well as oa those for- 
merly alluded to by that right hon, gent. 
this attack was made by a kind of side-wiud, 
which precluded the possibility of meeting 
it. regularly. The language and sentiments 
which he held out are certainly of a ces- 
ponding nature. With respect to the dsn- 
ger of the country, it certainly 1s the duty 
of every man to give information on lie 
subject ; but there may be a mode of giving 
this information, which with a view oO 
pare the public for meeting it, may sett 
great deal of injury. Ido not consider the 
language of the right hon. gent. 4s calculate: 
to awaken the energies, or rouse the ne 
of the people; but it is the language Aa 
who would say to them—you have on ? 
hope for ; your danger is great, ap t. 
will hardly escape it. This is the Sarl 
kind of language which he has held on a 
mer occasions. I certainly am fe oe 
thinking, that the right hon, gent. « id 
who think with him, ere actuate y Pf 
motives in what they do; Iam sure > epi 
man posseses more~of a true a as: 
than that right hon. geot. But ata se? 
dency of his observations be to dis se 
people, instead of stimulating te sodliees 
they have the same effect as if | Me ede. 
were such,.as I do not consider (her . bs 
The whole of the mode in — men 
treated ‘this subject, is such, 28 t© a7 ai 
believe that nothing bas been done 
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the country to active exertion. Withregard 
te the measures, the adoption of which lias 
been frequently recommended ‘for the de- 
fence of the country, itis very easy” for dif- 
ferent persons to re commend different plans ; 
ind he who appears to outstrip another in 
hidding, who will go furthest in his ideas of 
the subject, is supposed to be right; but 
this principle I deny, both in theory and in 
practice : for if we should adopt measures 
that are too large, extensive, and compli- 
cated, we may run the risk of having none 
atall. I believe, that in all such cases, it 
is the wisest course to proceed gradually, 
nd not to propose any expedient too hastily. 
The bon. gent. charges his Majesty's mini- 
sters with a general remissness and inatien- 
tion in all those measures that were neces- 
sary to be adopted for the defence of the 
country. I wish the house would examine 
this charge, and see whether it is well foand- 
edornot. I do not wish to dwell upon what 
las been done during the late peace, but the 
right hon. gent. and the Howse must know, 
that during that period a much greater 
number of seamen was kept on foot, and a 
mush greater military establishment, than 
ever there had been in this country during 
y lormer period of peace ; insomuch, in- 
deed, that its extent has excited the disap- 
probation of many great authorities in this 
House, on the ground of its expense, al- 
though it has been strongly complained of 
by the right hon. gent. and his friends as 
nidequate, The injustice, however, of this 
complaint, like many other complaints from 
{ie same quarter, is manifest from this cir- 
cumstance, that not one soldier has been 
disbanded from the time peace was concluded 
til the recommencement of the war, who 
Was not enlisted for a limited period, and 
the terms of whose enlistment of course re- 
quired his discharge ; or else, where troops 
wore only engaged to serve during the war. 
So much as to former censures, repeated 
‘his evening. As to the present state of the 
muitaty force, 1 maintain, that with respect 
to the quantity or quality of our troops, they 
are Mach more formidable than at any period 
Mat could be quoted ; are more so than at 
‘ie end of the year 1797, or in the begin- 
hing of the year 1798, when the danger of 
avait was not less imminent than it can 
he on at present, nor at a time when 
with “med was engaged in a war not only 
in Neca Holland, and Spain, but with 
this oe ern Confederacy. ~ In addition to 
rtusetree so favourable to our present 
tivity =~ and so demonstrative of the ac- 
we precaution of his Majesty's mi- 
Se ne to be taken-into account, 
“ ‘ 
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that we are only now in the first year of 
war, and that after any peace, however short 
or advantageous, it is always found tmpos- 
sible for any government immediately to 
mount up to a state of preparation suited to 
the cireumstances. Making, then, all the 
allowances which it is fair and reasonable 
to claim, I contend that we had a larger and 
better disciplined body of regular troops fit 
for service than under similar circumstances 
the country ever witnessed. I disdain any 
wish, in making this comparison, to provoke 
a discussion or detail as to the conduct of 
ministers on the state of preparation at par- 
ticular periods, but merely with the view of 
replying tothe asgertions of the right hon. 
gent., and of shewing that we are not only 
tally competent to the defence of the country 
from invasion, but when that danger shall 
cease, our force is also competent to foreign 
operations. The right hon. gent. has, in the 
course of his speech, taken occasion to allude 
to letrers which have been addressed to the 
Lords Lieutenants of the several counties ; 
but the rieht bon. gentleman's charges upon 
that point will be best answered by simply 
saying, that those letters were sent by go- 
vernment, in consequence of a measure 
sanctioned by the approbation of Parliament; 
and that, in the preparatory arrangements, 
these letters were deemed essentially neces- 
sary. The right hon. gent. has objected to 
the mode of electing officers, which the mea- 
sure before the House prescribes; but he 
ought to have remembered, that the principle 
of such appointments is precisely that which 
has been adopted and acted upon during the 
last war; and although the officers are to be 
chosen by the men, yet they are not to re- 
ceive their commissions unless recommended 
to his Majesty by the Lords Lieutenants of 
counties. The right hon. gentleman's ob- 
jections to this measure, on the ground that 
it is of a compulsory nature, are rather singue 
lar, when his former declarations are con- 
sidered, in which he generally called out for 
compulsory measures, if necessary, to arm 
the country; and, indeed, whatever doubts 
might prevail upon the justice or policy of 
attempting a compulsory levy for any pur- 
pose of foreign operations, no doubt can 
exist, as to the propriety of enforcing it, 
should necessity demand it for our internal 
defence. But the right hon. gent. asks, why 
not rely on the voluntary offers of the peo- 
ple? although, upon every occasion, he com- 
plained that government did ‘not’come for- 
ward to orge the le to arm—to rouze’ 
them to exertion. ith recard, however, 
to the measure before the House, it is not 
os x ig to attempt any thing or) 
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unless where the voluntary offers are not 
made, and unless they do not promise to be 
effectual towards the object. As to the ge- 
neral principle_of this bill, I think it the most 
unobjectiOnable that could~ be devised—ihe 
most congenial to the spirit of the constitu- 
tion, the least disagreeable to the habits and 
feelings of the people, and the most likely 
to answer the main view. ‘To the mode of 
proceeding, which Government has thought 
proper to pursve for the purpose of putting 
the country in a tormidable posture, I feel 
confident, that upon a candid consideration 
80 sound objection can be made. We have 
beought measures forward separately, each 
at the convenient time; and I submit to the 
good sense of the House whether a contrary 
course, namely, the proposition of all of 
them together, even if matured, might nct 
tend to delay and prejudice the practical ac- 
complishment of them, and endanger the 
success of the object. I am aware that it is 
the opinion of some very respeciable mem- 
bers that the measure now under considera- 
tion ought to have been laid before the 
Honse much sooner—that it ought to have 
preceded those which regard the arrange- 
ment of a more regular force ; but | firmly 
beligye, that had this idea been acted upon, 
it would baye been extremely difficult indeed 
ta prosecute the bailout for the army of re- 
serve, or to carry into effect, with the ne- 
cessary facilities, the previous ballot for the 
militia. From these considerations I am of 
Opipion, that it was much wiser the several 
ywneasures alluded to were not suffered to ful- 
Jow each other more rapidly than we con- 
trived. ‘That an invasion may be attempted, 
and may possibly succeed for a short time, 
1 wili not deny ; but I do deny that the cap- 
ture of London, or any other place, would 
decide the issue of it; for as long as there re- 
mained an acre of English ground, on that 
spot of. ground the people of this country 
would fight the enemy, I agree with the 
right hon. geot. that in case of being unsuc- 
cessful, inasmach as we have been great, 
true, wealthy, and powerful, in the same 
proportion would be the extent of the evil 
we should suffer, I always felt this, and J 
feel it to this moment; but I am not tosup- 
pose that those who have enjoyed freedom 

and prosperity, wauld become slaves, wiih- 

out being the worst of «claves. This idea 
gives mec reason to form the best hopes from 

the spirit of ‘he people in preserving their 

country. . This principle has been proved to 

be true externally, and it must be so inter- 

nally; for inevery war in which we were 

engaged with a foreign enemy, we always 


came. with honour and glory. If it should 
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ever be our fate to how down to a foreign 
enemy, our fate would then be worse than 
any other country which had ever fallen yp. 
der the subjection of that enemy; for ou; 
degradation and ruin would be in proportion 
to our former greatness, glory, and success, 
I do not blame those gentlemen who fee! and 
see the danger beyond what it really is; 
but there are certain bounds, to which the 
apprehension of that danger should be Jimit- 
ed; otherwise it may be exaggerated to such 
an extent, as to be productive of more harm 
than good. The right hon. gent. has allude: 
to aspeech of an hon. baronet (Sir W. Ers- 
kine). I heard that speech with a great deal 
of satisfaction, and am convinced that his 
opinions have been confirmed by experience 
and practice. I must again repeat, that it 
would be highly prejudicia] to the country 
if the feeling of our danger were advanced 
to such an extent as to damp the spirit of 
the country. 

Mr: Windham, by way of explanation, 
stated that his objections to the measure ap- 
plied rather to the mode of raising the peo- 
ple cw masse, than to the principle of such a 
proposition. 

Sir F. Burdett. The best, and, in my 
judgment, the only effectual scheme of de- 
fense which can be devised for the country 
at this crisis, may be comprised in one mea- 
sure, namely, a repeal of all the acts app'y- 
ing to constitutional topics, which have been 
passed since the accession of the presedt 
King to the throne, and then you may ra- 
tionaliy hope to rouse the ancient enthasiasm 
of the people, and furnish them with real 
motives to fight for the blessings of copsutu- 
tional freedom and personal security. 

Mr. Pitt. I teel sincerely happy fhat this 
measure has been atlength brought bejore ihe 
House, as it affords a prospect of that vigout 
which is necessary in the present “ye aan 
ture. 1 apprave of its principle and object. 
It indeed is founded on the principles of St 
plan, which, unconnected as lam wee ps 
Majesty's government, [ have sat oo 
my duty to intimate to ministers. ] a 
been always decidedly of opinion that such 4 
measure was essentially necessary, 1 addi- 
tion to our regular force, in order to pul ri 

. :  epcnri tirely 
question as to our domestic security €° if 
beyond all doubt. I am not pow disposee, 
because indeed I do not think it rig poe 
to epter into any investigation of the aia 
of danger which the country has if Tait 
hend, though | am aware it 1S erry on 
the danger should not be DE idle 
to return to the measure before the eon 
I rejoice in its introduction as the mos of hit 
genial in its spirit te the constitution 
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country, and in its execution not at all likely 
to mect any obstacle from the character or 
dispositon of the people. In ils stracrure 
there is nothing new to our history; in its 
tendency there is nothing ungrateful to our 
habits; it embraces the interests, it avails it- 
self of the energies, and it promises to esta- 
blish the security of the country. It impo- 
ses no burthens, nor does it propose any ar- 
rangement of which it can be in the power 
of any class of the community to complain. 
lis object is the safety of all, without con- 
tuning any thing in its provisions offensive 
toany. IJtis perfectly agreeable to the best 
institutions of civilized society, and has for 
iis basis the rudiments of our constitutional 
history. {tis obvious, that unless we make 
elforts adequate to the crisis in which we are 
placed, the country is insecure, and if those 
efforts cannot be effectual without com- 
pulsion, [ trust no man can entertain a doubt 
of the propriety of resorting to it; bat | 
have a confident expectation that compulsion 
will be unnecessary ; that the number of vo- 
luntary offers will be sufficient to ubviate 
the necessity of that disagreeable alternative. 
It is, however, an alternative of which I 
hope no man will disapprove, should the ne- 
cessity arise, and least of all my right hon. 
friend, who has not, on a former occasion, 
hesitated to recommend that compulsion, By 
his Majesty's prerogative he has it in his 
power, at any time that the country is 
threatened with invasion, to call out all his 
subjects for its defence; and the object of 
the measure before the House is, that the 
people when called out should be prepared 
to second his views—should be trained to 
military evolutions—should be ready to act 
with promptitade in any quarter where their 
services might be required—should be capa- 
¢ of conforming to orders wijhout confu- 
sion or delay - of collecting with celerity, and 
acting with decision, Such a plan is highly 
dcsirable, for it would be unwise to leave the 
cefence of the country placed on our naval 
force, however superior, or in our regular 
pl Lago gallant and well disciplined, 
ih bg oe people armed en masse, unless 
ia sable rilled in military mancuvres, 
he i . to the directions of Government, 
tobe aeietont before the House, are 
ing the» with ample powers of render- 
eet PP ication of this force effectual, of 
ieretie . bre the several branches of public 
The traiages ae may call for. 
thie ng of the people, however, should 
there on ; no delay should be suffered, for 
of th, ot room to allow it. The efforts 
, “08C to be entrusted with the execution of 
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this important duty should be unremitted, and 
indeed of all public and private individaals, 
until the country shall be completely secure 
against any attacks of the enemy. This seeu- 
rity is certain if every man will be active in 
his station, and of that activity J] have.not 
the least doubt, if Government will give the 
proper stimulus. With respect to the obser- 
vations of my noble friend upon the senti- 
ments of my right hon, friend (Mr. Wind- 
ham) as to the dangers of invasion, the noble 
lord seems to have quite mistaken his mean 
ing, for my right hon, friend did not at all 
describe the danger in such a way as to damp 
the spirit of the country, but rather to excite 
its caulion and energy, by removing the idea 
that an invasion is impracticable; and as 
soon as that delusive notion shall cease to 
prevail, [ am quite certain that the whole 
tenor of my right hon, friend's remarks will 
be to produce confidence of security in the 
public mind, at the ume when that feeling 
of confidence ought to exist, either with re- 
ference to the satety of the state, or of indi- 
viduals. The amount of our danger, therefore, 
it would be impolitic to conceal from the people. 
It was the first duty of ministers to make it 
known, and after doing so, it should have 
been their study to provide against it, and to 
point out the means to the country by which 
it might be averted. Jt is quite impossible 
that a people will make adequate efforts to re- 
sist a danger, of the nature and extent of 
which they are studiously kept in ignorance. 
Upon those grounds | disapprove of the out- 
cry so often raised against my right hon. 
friend and others, who have endeavoured by 
their speeches to rouse the energies of the 
country in the most effectual way, namely, 
bs pointing out the necessity which. existed 
for employing those energies. After, how- 
ever, the grounds of apprehension shall have 
been extinguished, I have little doubt that 
the exertions of my right hon. friend will be 
to point the attention of ministers to such 
means of annoying the encmy as his ingenu- 
ity can suggest, and that those grounds will 
be removed with proper attention and acti- 
vity on the part of ministers, I can have no 
doubt, for who can fear for the event when 
millions of Englishmen are to be opposed to 
the detachment of the instraments of French 
ambition? and whatever the number of: our 
invaders may be, they cannot, comparatively 
with the force I trust we shull have to op- 
pose them, be more than.a mere detachmeni. 
I have not understood from the words of 
my right hon, friend that he had any fear as 
to the event, but that he wished solely 4u 
urge to the adoption of such meastics ¢} 
*jh2 ; 
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might tend to give an effective direction to 
our natural strength. My right hon. friend 
has appeared to me very little to indulge in 
those cloomy presages which are ascribed to 
him by those of whose sluggishness, supine- 
ness, and inactivity he has been long in the 
habit of complaining, but I feel the most 
sincere gladness that the charge of supine- 
ness can no longer apply: his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters seem now determined upon rousing 
the spirit of the country, and upon giving 
that spirit a just and powerful direction. 1 


“hail, for the sake of my country, the appear- 


ance of this resolution. ‘This is an auspi- 
cious day ; but I cannot help expressing my 
surprise that this measure has not been sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the House 
long ago; but even now I hope it will an- 
swer its purpose, that it will meet the appro- 
bation of Parliament, and that the people 


will promptly come forward to second its 


object. After the precise views of this coun- 
try shall be made known, and after its dan- 
gers shall be fully understood, I am sure that 
no man will shrink from the calls of his 
country in this hour of peril, unless from 
motives such as he dare not avow. Whether 
ministers ought sooner to have proposed this 
measure, is a question into which | shall not 
now enter at large, but I will merely ob- 
serve, that if it becomes necessary from a 
knowledge of the enemy's views, I believe no 
Knowledge of that kind has been recently 
obtained—none of which ministers and the 
public were not aware at the time that war 
was declared; and even before. Why then 
was ‘this important measure delayed? The 
danger to be looked for has been ap- 
prehended for a considerable time back, 
and upon the contingency,of it my no- 
ble friend admits, that ever during peace 
a very large and expensive establish- 
ment was kept up. I cannot conceive any 
excuse that can be alleged for such procras- 
tination. It did not proceed, I suppose, 
from the desire of ministers to consider the 
scale and measure of our dangers {a laugh], 
or from ‘an opinion on their part, that it was 
better they should be tardy and gradual in 
their measures of defence against the gi- 

antic efforts of the enemy [a laugh}.— 

his cannot have been the reason, and 
really I see ‘no difference in the state of 
Eartope,-norin the relative situation of this 
country with respect to France, from what 
it 'was at the commencement of the war. I 
am ‘therefore al a loss to divine the motives 
which have influenced the conduct of mi- 
vistérs, and why this measure was not 


be ae forward long since. If there was 


ssity to be active, if there was lei- 
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sure for slow deliberation, then of course 

the period is not such in their estimation as 

to call for any extraordinary promptitude of 
exertion, or such as ought to excite alarm: 

but, in truth, if there was any particular 

measure which claimed precedency, it was 

that now under consideration, which could 
not interfere with any other military ar- 
rangements. The question simply 8 this 
—was it prudent to posipone the introduc. 
tion of a measure which had for its object 
to prepare the people for a general arma. 
ment, and which preparation must neces 
sarily consume some time before it could be 
efficient; yet_in the wisdom of ministers 
this is the particular measure which is to be 
delayed to the last. I will not, however, 
stop to inquire into the time which has 
been already lost; but I shall express my 
earnest hope that no time will be wasted 
hereafier—that every instant will be ac- 
tively engaged until the country be com- 
pletely safe. I think that some arrange 
ments should be made to connect the dil- 
ferent departments of the executive autho 
rity, that upon orders issued from govern: 
ment to the Lord Lieutenants of counties, 
the people might be immediately set in 
motion; that, without interfering wilh 
agriculture, which should not by any means 
be disturbed, the several classes might be 
disciplined ; to attend the drill at least two 
days in each week; to assemble in partica- 
lar places throughout the country; the lim 
tation of distance from. the residence ot each 
man to the place of assembly to be about six 
wiles; the time of attendance to be not less 
than halt-a day.. The distance I propose }s 
not more than the stout English peasant'y 
are in the habit of going to a cricket match, 
or any other rural amusement. ‘These ve 
in my conception, might be disciplined by 
soldiers on furlough, who, on being calc 
back to their regiment, when danger wir 
actually reach our sheres, might be enab 
to bring with them one hundred sturdy eh 
cruits prepared for military action ate 
their means. With regard to the moti 

before the House, I must say that it ae 
liable to the objections advanced by my nt 
hon. friend, on the ground that it would a 
a compulsory operation, for in fact ae 

not propose to resort to compulsion, Aas 
object can be attained by voluntary © a 
and I am of opinion that the purpos®® 
be so effected. These voluntary offers a of 
be promoted considerably by the presen 
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measures Which have passed the House, and 
to the execution of which the presence I have 
Falluded to must materially contribute. The 
creat men of the country to animate by their 

© example, to countenance by their authority, 
§ ond to assist by their advice the operations of 
D the people, have it in their power to achieve 
F the most important good, to excite a zeal and 
F devotion to the public cause, and to diffuse 
Piheir own spirit through all ranks of the 
Pcommunity. With a view to those desfrable 
i advantages, I wish that the session may be 
E short; and I hope that as little time as possi- 
F ble may be lost in examining and arranging 
Pihe details of this important measure, and 
tliat whatever reasons we may have to look 

© for voluntary offers, we shall not rely on those 
F otters altogether; for,as the representatives 
of the people, we are bound to provide for 
' their safety, and to provide a sufficient force. 
Though they may not be disposed to take 

| care of themselves, it is our duty to take care 
jotthem. If, therefore, voluntary offers shall 
not be adequate to the purpose, we must of 
F course resort to compulsory proceedings. 
» lhe dwelling of the man is, as I have already 
observed, the principal object to be attended 
eto; but I beg it to be understood that, in 
ny opinion, the poorer classes should be re- 
iunerated for the time they may be engaged 
in discipline. I hope it is so intended, 
though t have not heard any thing of the 
kind mentioned by my right hon. friend in 
tie opening. ‘The man who is taken from 
his labour for the public safety ought cer- 

F (ain'y to be paid for his time, and this would 
felve to reconcile such persons to a practice 
Wicd otherwise would be justly considered 
4 very great hardship. As to the trouble 
which the nobility and gentry may be called 
Upon to submit to in this general armament, 
I cannot do them the injustice of supposing 
Mat they would not submit to it with ala- 
“rity, or that questions of mere personal con- 
oe Would, in such a crisis as the pre- 
au have any weight with them. In the 
execution of this measure I do not like the 
wre —— for the slow progress of a 
teat Apa ~ nink that unless the volunteers 
hand ia a certain date, comply with 
ate es 9a their consent should 
the forte. € a In those parishes where 
madathe yo we should not be promptly 
ly anienend soy levy should be prompt- 
mead soe his compulsion, however, 
» according to my apprehension, 
Sarhind decor yor necessary, if the Lord 
andothes of counties, with the deputies 
round f iy ome of respectability, would go 
tive distri. ouse to house in their respec- 
Ticts, and solicit the people to come 
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forward. This I know I am not too san- 
guine in believing would effectually accom- 
plish within one moath the ends we have ia 
view without any compulsion whatever, par- 
ticularly when they are apprised fully of the 
necessity for their service ; when they were 
encouraged by the advice of their superiors; 
and when they have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that the legislature have deemed their 
country’s danger demands it. Much has 
been said of the danger of arming the peo< 
ple. I confess that there was a time when 
that fear would have had some weight, but 
there never was a time when. there could 
have been any fear of arming the whole peo 
ple of England, and particularly not unde 
the present circumstances. I never, indeed, 


entertained any apprehensions from a patriot: 


army regularly officered, according to the 
manner specified in the measure before the 


House, however I might hesitate to permit. 


the assemblage of a tumultuary army other- 
wise constituted. From an army to consist 
of the round bulk of the people, no man 
who knows the British character could have 
the least fear—if it even were to include the 
disaffected, for they would bear so small a 
proportion to the whole, as to be incapable 
of doing mischief however mischievously dise 
posed. There was, indeed, a time when as- 
sociations of traitors, systematically orga- 
nized, excited an apprehension of the conse 
quences of a sudden armament of the popu- 
lace, but that time is no more, and the pro- 
bability is now, as occurred in the case of 
the volunteers, that if there are still any ma- 
terial number of disaffected, that by mixing 
them with the loyal part of the community, 
the same patriotic zeal, the same submission 
to just authority will be soon found to.per- 
vade the whole body, and that all will be 
equally anxious to defend their country or 
perish in the attempt—that the good and the 
loyal will correct the vicious disposition of 
the disaffected, will rectify their errors, and 
set right their misguided judgments.. We 
may thus enlist those among our friends, who 
would otherwise, perhaps, become the auxi- 
liaries of our enemy. Under all these cir- 
cumstances, he felt that the objections urged 
upon this score were not tenable, and that 
they should not have any weight. against, a 
measure which was necessary to the preser- 
vation of public order and private happiness, 
The right hon. geot. concluded a very ani- 
mated speech in calling the attéation of the 
House to the interests for which he had.to 
contend, to the means by which it was,in 
our power to render the coantry completely 
impregnable, and a strong exhortation tothe 
members to attend and e¢adeayguy to facilir 
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tate the progress of this and other measures 
necessary to ihe defence of the country. 

Lord Castlereagh said, L1equest the atten- 
tion of the House to a few observations, 


which it is my wish and des re to submit to |! 


their consideration, and it shall be my endea- 
vour to detain them as short a time as the 
rrature of the subject will allow. I trust the 
House will feel the course the debate has 
taken; and although the measure now pro- 
posed by my right bon. friend does not meet 
the approbation of the right hon. geut. over 
the way (Mr Windham), yet J think I may 
safely leave it to the House and to the coun- 
try, on the bigh authority of the judgment 
and fair opinion of the right hon. gent. under 
the galiery (Mr. Putt) who has given it his 
unqualified approbation, though he has been 
pleased to say, that he thinks the measure 
bas not been brought forward with that ce- 
Ferity with which it might have been pro- 
ceeded in. | beg the House to recollect, that 


when his Majes:y s ministers are arraigned by 


hod. gemlemen in their places, for not having 
generally acted in such a manner as to give 
Balisfacinn to every individual member who 
may have occasion to descant on the mea- 
sures they have adopted, it becomes extreme- 
Jy difficult to give a specific answer to such 
charges; at least such a one as may be per- 
fectly satisfactory to the whole House. so as 


for them to draw a fair conclusion. If his | 
Majesty's ministers have done amiss ; if, in | 


the opinion of any honourabie member, they 
have failed in the performance ot their duty ; 
or if, by their measures, any honourable 
member should think them inadequate to 
the task of performing ihose duties annexed 
to their stations. the only fair and just mode 
of calling them to an account is, by a mo- 
tion for an inquiry into their conduct; they 
will then know what they have to answer to, 
and may make. their defence accordingly ; 
but to such modes of charge as had lately 
been so often resorted to, it was impossible 
to answer, and they could be productive of 
no good, whilst, in the most trying and im- 
portant crisis this country was ever placed 
in, they tended very much to embarrass mi- 
nisters; to tie up their hands, and to cripple 
every effort they attempted to make for the 
public welfare, and interest of the state, I 
assure the House, I do not say this {rom any 
al feelings on the subject. I wish 

the whole conduct of his Majesty's servants 
to be examined, in order that measures which 
as necessary should be carried into etiect 
ithout delay; for til that point is settled, 

I fear that much inconvenience, if not mis- 
chief, may ensue, to the torwarding and pro- 
motog the most important interests of the 
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country. Before [ enter upon the measur 
now under the consideration of the Hops 
must beg leave to say, that I cannot hel 

differing with my right hon. friend (yy, 
Pitt) that it would have been politic to take 
up the matter otherwise than has been done 
and in regular succession one efter another, 
and I am strengthened in this opinion, when 
I recollect, that at the time the measure of 
the army of reserve was under the considers. 
tion of this Fouse, my right hon. friend they 
said, that he highly approved the measure, 
but should not have deve so if he did po 
expect that it would immediately be followed 
up by another measure still more extensive 
and ethcacious; and if ministers sutlered 
Parliament to separate without adopting 
some such measure, it was his opinion they 
ould be greatly wanting in their duty. { 
am of opinion that this measure could by no 
means have preceded those which have been 
already adopted by government, without 
being productive of the greatest inconve- 
niencies. If you had required lieutenants 
of the several counties to make out these en- 
rolments, when you gave them lists for the 


















































| army of reserve, they would not have had 


time to put what has so often this evening 
been called “ the machinery” of the bus: 
ness in motion: and, Sir, it is my opinion, 
that even if this measure had been periecty 
ready in the very first moments after his Mie 
jesty’s mes.age, yet, in point of policy, I 


ought to have been kept back and reserved 


till the present moment. 1] beg the House to 
recollect, that though his Majesty's minis: 
ters have only now brought forward the pre 
sent measure, that they have long been ” 
possession of all the voluntary services that 
have been offered, and that they have only 
held back from the immediate acceptance : 
those patriotic offers, from a fear of crippling 
and obstracting the raising of the army r 
reserve. Far be it from me to say any thing 
that may in the slightest degree seem (© r~ 
dervalue the voluntary services of those ; . 
wish to step forward in the defence of ¢ 
country; yet, situated as these corps 4% 
and ever have been, from the moment 7 
their being raised, they are certainly a 

in point of real and essential service oil 
army of reserve; which, therefore, er’ 
tend, ought, on every account, to have P 

ceded the force which is meant to be “ a 
by the present measure. With og oo 

the volunteer force, no man can *” 

higher opinion than I have of anion - 
strength in ‘both countries; I «wok mae 
particularly of that part of the seperate 


. pire to which Iam particularly oot oe 


mean Ireland; ia which; 
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Measure 
House, | 
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ic to take 
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Mormation that I can collect, there are not 


Mess than 60,000 men of this description ; 


lend I will venture to say, that there cannot 
be produced a more efficient force, short, I 
mean, of the regular army. than the yeoman- 
by force in the province of Ulster. J speak 
on this head particularly, only so far as re- 
es to Ireland; but I understand that in 
Kcotland also, the forces of that description 
re both numerous and greatly to be depend- 
upoo. The great object of this measure 
, to secure the benefit of those which have 
been antecedently adopted. Parliament has 
lready given government a power of raising 
he greatest possible disposable force, and 
specially of that of volunteers, But what 
the ground of policy on which this mea 
pre rests? Volunteer forces have been found 
Biremely expensive; and in the present si- 
Bation of the country, it is very necessary, 
nd will be highly beneficial -to its interests, 
fo have an aid that will aot cost so much. 
dne great advantage attendant on the present 
asure is, that it introduces nothing new 
to the military system of the country. The 
ferogative of the Crown on this head is 
iversally known, and undeniable; but at 
be same time, is not, as it at present stands, 
fectual, Coercion, in certain cases of ex- 
me danger, may be necessary; and if 
feion can be wise, it mast be by making 
se Measures to which it is applied, effec- 
@. How is this to be done in the present 
se: It cannot be by indictment ; for that 
de of proceeding would be infinitely too 
bw and tedious to answer any of the ends 
bposed to be obtained by it, jtowards car- 
BOS into etlect the present measure. Un- 
, therefore, a special power of previous 
: raction and arrangement should be given 
‘ae Crowa, with a summary mode of pu- 
ment suitable to the exigency of the 
*, t will be impossible that the power of 
Prerogative could be of any avail in the 
nt mstance. J beg the House to look 
ward to the practical utility of the mea- 
®, and not run away with the idea that it 
® arm the mass of the people, for the sole 
Pose of making it an army to act in one 


| a or the army of reserve. It was 
J intended to enable government to 
“uch parts of the country as should 
. ‘0 particular need of assistance, by 
te ” those whose situation placed them 
* re the points of attack, to which it 
liste — necessary to dispatch im- 
- and assistance, There is ano- 
é fa, also, which I should be sorry 
8 abroad into the country, which 


“At cxtty individual who is enrolled.is to 


certed body, similar to that of the regu- | 


PARL. DEBATES, Ju LY 18,— Defence of the Country. 





[1166 
be armed: it is no such thing. Ail the 
present measure professes is, instroction, 


The whole is a mere system of instruction; 
to be armed on emergency, ia order to call 
on persons most convenrenty situa‘ed ‘C= 
fend those parts which may most sian! ‘a 
need of it; and the great u€liry tha! ms io bs 
expected from it is, that it furmishes 
crown with additiona! mraus of wak ng 

to a due sense of Th re is ons 
point, Sir, ov which J beg leave to make 8 
single observation, and that is, with regard 
to the election of officers. I believe ‘his 
has been. in sorpe mcasure misunderstood 
by the night hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) ; 
ihe recommendation by the companies of 
the officers they would wish to choose, is 
1early upon the same footing as that con- 
tained in the act for the defence of the 
realm, which was passed during the late 
war, But those officers so chosen, must 
have the approbation of the crown, and 
therefore are by no means calculated to in- 
troducé any new system info the service, 
which may endanger its subordination. L 
beg pardon for having detained the House 
so long; but I thought it necessary to shew 
my own impressions, and the feelings I have 
upon this subject. They certainly differ 
very widely from those of the right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Windham), and though I am 
convisced, that no hon. member can have a 
stronger attachment than that right hon. 
gent. to every thing which affects the ho- 
nour, welfare, and interest of his country, 
yet there seems on the subject to be no 
other feeling in his mind than an anqualified 
attachment to regular troops, which makes 
him behold all others with a jaundiced eye. 
I am convineed, however, that his mode 
would not be so essentially serviceable to the 
interests of the country; and for ‘his reason 
I have been a strenuous advocate for raising 
the army of reserve, and am equally so for 
the adoption of the present measure, as that 
which will be most likely to serve most ¢s- 
sentially the safety of the kingdom. 

Mr. For said, Sir, | shall not trouble the 
House at any great lengih; more especially 
as the present measure will have my hearty 
concurrence. ‘This is the first time that [ 
have made my appearance in the Flotise for © 
some weeks past; and I am by no'medns 
ashamed to state my reasons for having so 
long absented myself. Having alreddy ‘as- 
signed my reasons for not approving of the 


their duty. 


present war, I did not wish to oppose those ~ 


measures which must of course be nécessary.”” 
for carrying i on with effect.’ Every one,” 
knows the obloquy which was. attachdd to~ 
measures of that nature; and’ Iwas desiroas”” 
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of atoiding the imputation of intending to 
obstruct the measures of government, or to 
embarrass his Majesty's ministers. This is 
the first measure which I could, consistently 
with my own opinion, come down to sup- 
port, being a measure for the defence of the 
country. I could not have voted for the 
taxes, nor for many of the other measures 
which have been already adopted ; but, Sir, 
I came to vote for this measure, on the 
ground that it was a measure directly oppo- 
site to that which the noble Jord says it is. 
The noble lord says, that the right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Windham) looks with a jaundic- 
ed eye on every other than a regular force. 
TI think quite the reverse. The right hon. 
gent. says, there are two kinds of force (and 
I agree with him) which ought to be kept 
up, and particularly attended to, in a coun- 
try which is invaded. We ought to have 
a regular and disciplined army ; that is, as 
great an army, and as well disciplined, as the 
Nature of circumstances will allow; but I[ 
never understood him to say, indeed I am 
sure he could not say it, because he has stu- 
died the subject too minutely to say—that 
in case of an invasion, he would trust en- 
tirely to the efforts of a regular army. [ 
hope that we shall have an army in disci- 
pline, and also superior in officers; but are 
we then sure of victory?) Has any man read 
in the most extensive researches into history, 
ancient and modern, that ip war there was 
any certainty? J believe at this time of day, 
there are few men who know any thing of 
the nature of invasion of one country by 
another, who stand in need of so high an 
authority as that of Julius Cesar to inform 
them that in such cases we must rely on 
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tion against the value and importance of 
the regular army—I would wish to have « 
great and as good a regular army 
possibly be obtained. As to the mode of 
raising it, I should certainly regret the pe. 
cessity of raising a regular army by compu. 
sive means: but if it was not to be got 
without, I will say, you must have it; gn4 
in the hour of necessity, I should not sry. 
ple to use such means. The question jg 
such cases is not what it ought to be; but 
we will suppose that circumstances are w 
situated, that ail measures must be resorted 
to which the necessity of the case could re. 
quire. The regular army, therefore, is out 
of the question in this case. There is ano- 
ther species of force, and that is the militia, 
‘I will not go into a minute detail of its con. 
struction or effect; but I have my doubts 
whether it is not an anomalous sort of force, 
partaking more of the regular army than it 
ought to do, for the purposes of mere de 
fence. The militia and army of reserve, 
therefore, I view in the same light as the 
regular army; and I cannot but believe o 
that account, that this measure is the bes 
calculated for the defence of the kingdom, 
and to defeat the daring efforts of an invad 
ingenemy. He may have a greal reguiat 
army, composed of the bravest and best dis 
ciplined soldiers; he may have offers of 
the first talents in their profession, to cirec 
their soldiers, and to lead them on to vk 
tory; but he cannot have an armed mine 
a country, who are bound by every fceilf 
and by every tic to defend that country” 
the last drop of their blood, before they ¥" 
give way to him and his invading forces, ; 
am sorry to say, Sir, this bill is mot frame 
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in the way I could have wished. I wow 
have its operations to be voluntary, and , 
compulsory. The noble lord has mention 
volunteers; and that where in any dist 
volunteers come forward in any partion 
number, such districts should be ane 
from the operation of this bill. J do not , 
the word relieved. I would not have © 


measure thought a burthen by any one. It 


events; and as such, it is impossible to sup- 
pose that the right hon. gent. could rely for 
security on the regular army only. That, 
like the naval department, is liable to many 
vicissitudes, and therefore, I am sure, the 
right hon. gent. as well as myself, would be 
very sorry if we had not other resources to 
recur to in case of any unforeseen accident 
happening to those modes of defence. There 
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4s another force which is less |iable to objec- 
tion, and which, however calamitous events 
may turn out, we may look up to with more 
hope and satisfaction. When I say this, I 
am peculiarly looking to, not the regular 
army, but the mass of the country ; acting 
not in single regiments, but as a great mass 
of armed citizens, fighting for the preserva- 
tion of their country, their families, and 
every thing that is dear to them in life. Let 
it not be supposed, Sir, that 1 bave not the 
greatest respect for, or that I would say any 
thing that could convey the smallest insinua- 


is certainly my warmest wish, that w al 
‘ought to be done, may be done : vt . 
rather have the means voluntary. — are 
instructs himself, and goes out at nw a 
ty's Gall, when the enemy lands, 4 
more than he is obliged to do by a 7 
may be compelled to g0; and — 
merit in services» of such a kind; = 
contrary, 1 would wish it to be 4 aa a 
force, and that you should go FOUN 
house to ~— to serttincca i 
iling to go and serve thei 
peas er and that those wh? ° 
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+, go should bind themselves so to do, and 

should be immediately called forth, to be 
las offen as the circumstances of 


l am convinced, Sir, 


ructe 
ons 


the case Will allow. 


it ym tial good selse whick the people of 


intyy VOSsess, added to their love of 
‘r country, and the connexions they have 


that there would not be five refusals 
hundred. You would then get the 


Bodiect of this bill; but in a way much more 


popular and more extensively beneficial to 
Pibe country. Jt has been said, “ I won't 
compel one man to go into the army, in or- 
B der tiat he may be instructed;” but this bill 


Ssays, «1 will compel a whole people to be 


. can easily believe a man 
compelled to go into the army or 
ihe navy, and may thereby be made a good 

or sailor; but 1 can never believe, 


er into any mode of instraction by which 


poids 
that a whole people can be compelled to en- 
t 
Mhey may be ewabled to defend their coun- 


ry, if such compulsion be altogether against 
heir sentiments and inclinations. I will 
uit the case of an invader coming into 
his country ;—I will not name any par- 
ficular invader, but suppose le may be suc- 
esiul, because the people wished him suc- 
css; Whereas, if the people were in a great 
ass adverse to his coming into the country, 
nd deiermined to oppose him, it would be 
mpossibie that he could ever make any pro- 
5 which could, or ought to be alarming to 

© government or the country. I own, Sir, 

, at the present moment, I approve the 
y-‘cm of this bill, by which you are to get 
‘arge force; but in doing that, my opi- 
hon is, that you ought not to wait for too 
duct instruction. In such a case, a great 
“vot instruction is not necessary. Per- 
aos Tinay be told, these are not soldiers. 
« it so; Iam not attempting to give you 
“cies, but armed citizens; men, whose 
sols glow with the love of their country, 
id their connexions ; and who, in defence 
t these, would be as ready and willing to 
ght an enemy as the best disciplined sol- 
ctsin the world, I cannot bring myself 
» “Sree with the sentiments of the right 
}. gent on the same bench with me, rela- 
"© to the existing danger of an invasion. 
Pe this with considerable deference, 
‘ Coosider him as half a military man.— 
“ome motion of surprise being ex- 
eer Mr. Fox said) I declare I do: I 
ow the right: hon. gent. has paid particu- 
aitention to the army, and read very 
se ‘. the subject; but still I do not 
bala say, that } think there is far less 
Mty 10 this invasion than he does, and 


Vou ethers do, The. right hon. 
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gent. may say to me, what signifies your 
opinion, you know nothing of the matter. 
Yet, Sir, my opinions are not formed on 
my own judgment alone; I have advised 
and consulted with others, who I thought 
were capable of fully understanding the 
subject ; and it has been on their opinion, 
as much, or perhaps more than my own, 
that I think on that subject in the manner 
| have already mentioned. I[ by no means 
consider an invasion as unpossible—that, I 
am sure, would be going infinitely too far ; 
but as to the probability, [ must differ very 
widely. As to the observations made by the 
right hon. gent. (Mr, Pitt), as to the con- 
sequences of an invasion, should it prove 
successful, 1 caa by no means subscribe to 
them. If I were to know that | was to be 
sent to the West-Indies, and there sold as 
a slave, I should not think it worth my 
while, when any particular person was about 
to purchase me, to inquire whether he was 
a good tempered man, or what were the 
leading features of his disposition. So, in 
the case of an invasion, it would be mat- 
ter of equal indifference, who was the rul- 
ing power in France under whose direction 
the invasion might take place; nor do [ 
think it is of any essential consequence 
whatever. Iam one of those who are will- 
ing to go to the greatest lengths in the sup- 
position, that the people of this country 
will defend it to the last extremity. When 
the noble lord talks of one acre of English 
ground being only left in our possession, | 
certainly look upon that as a figure of ora- 
tory : but I will admit, that if the enemy 
gain Porismovth, Plymouth, Chatham, and 
even London itself, that (oratory quite out 
of the question) the people of this country 
would fight to the utmost stretch to regain 
those places, and would never suffer an 
invading enemy to continue long in pos- 
session of them. The landing of the French 
must certainly be considered as a most mis- 
chievous event, and from which the great- 
est inconvenience could not fail to be felt. 
If they get to London, great and extensive 
would be the mischief indeed. But there 
were three things, which our dnty to our 
| country most energetically pointed out to 
us: first, by our naval force to prevent 
this mischief, by impeding their landing; 
secondly, to stop their progress; aid, 
thirdly, to prevent their getting back again. 
As to the present measure, I do not by any 
means approve of the right hon. genile- 
man’s idea of ranging the people under 
different classes, ‘hy not make it con- 
sist of one, class, who would voluntarily 
bind themselves to go? It is a measure 
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that would be well worth the trial. I 
think the people ought to be called on for 
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that purpose, and in that manner; and if | 


that is done, I have no doubt, but the 
numbers would be more extensive than at 
present any opinion can be formed of, This 
bill is intended to strengthen the preroga- 
tive. In the name of Heaven, Sir, why 
has it not been thought of before? Minis- 
ters must have foreseen the danger of an 
invasion from the moment they made a rup- 
ture of the negotiations with France; yet 
the present measure has never been men- 
ticned between the 8th of March and the 
isth of July. This is somewhat late. His 
Majesty’s servants must have known the 
danger of an invasion long ago; they could 
not suppose the French were arming in 
Holland in order to attack Jamaica, or any 
of our distant East or West-India_ posses- 
sions. “They must have been sensible that 


the great danger from any armament of the. 


enemy, must be by a blow aimed against 
this country itself; and invasion alone was 
what they had to dread and to counteract. 
If this is the peculiar weapon by which to 
resist invasion, why apply all the other 
weapons first? In answer to all those ob- 
servations of the same kind, which have 
fallen from the right hon. gent. it has been 
asked, * Why not call for inquiry?’ The 
“amswer is extremely obvious. The time 
of those inquiries must depend on mi- 
nute and particular circumstances. If 
the right hon, gent. on the same bench 
with me (Mr. Windham) had called for 
Inquiry, the cry would immediately have 
 been—* Inquiry!!! What, you call for 
inquiry ?—You, who think the French are 
already at our doors?’ And every idea of 
inquiry would be scouted at as unseason- 
able, and as interrupting the measures of 
his Majesty’s ministers at such an awful 
crisis as the present. It might then be ask- 
ed, what could be the motive of the right 
‘hon. gent for making such cbservations ? 
It was extremely obvious; it was to find 
fault with, and reprehend ministers for the 
delay which they had been guilty of; and 
certainly, if no other good should arise 
from it, it would at least have this effect, 
that it would put them on their guard, and 
make them more cautious in future of be- 
“ng guilty of such tardiness. There is one 
point, Sir, which has been mentioned, 
which I beg leave to observe upon, and 
that is, the danger of arming the people in 
general. Iam convinced, that the present 
_ measure cannot be attended with any dan- 


| a greet that kind. Those who thought they 


d reason to-be discontented with the go- 
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vernment of this country, for man, uNncor 
stitutional acts which it had been guilty 
and who boldly spoke their sehtimer ts 
those various occasions, as they scl ' 
arose, now when the danger 6f ee 



































invasion threatens them, will be ate ’ 
one man in defence of their country, 7 
shew confidence in the way, is to dr 
forth zeal, If you apply to ‘the people 
voluntary efforts, I have not the smal! 
doubt, but you will meet with the 
extensive success; and you will have g 
large army of armed citizens, ready 
willing to march whenever command 
and to whatever place, cheerfully to m 
and bravely to fight the enemy. But if the 
bill is to operate in a similar manner to 
those passed for raising the regular arm) 
and the army of reserve, and asa means 
of recruiting those, I very much fear it will 
not be efficacious. 

The Chancellor 6f the Exchequer.—It gives 
me the greatest satisfaction to find there has 
been no opposition to the motion of my right 
hon. friend. Every member who has del- 
vered his sentiments on the subject has 
given the measure his unqualified approba- 
tion: and the only difference seems to be 
as to the voluntary efforts, My right hon. Band i 
friend, in opening his proposition, has sav, B tiat 
that the prerogative of the crown was Ur B the 
doubted ; he was, however, desirous, (a 





Parliament should interfere so far as! thoug! 
make the power of the prerogative eich: BRE Seen », 
cious, and not’ have to resort to le hot the 
slow and formal proceedings of the 1% B PCO, 


courts, in which alone a punishment cous 
be awarded for not obeying the summo 
of the crown. The bill provided, hows 
ever, that if any district should give vou" 
tary assistance, such district should be r ad to ¢ 
lieved. I declare I do not like the wo , 
relieved any more than the right hon. gem 
(Mr. Fox), but that may be modified in a 
passage of the bill through the Hous 
Government has been arraigned, 9! ™ 
two or three instances, for the tara” 
with which they have brought forware™ 
several measures in defence of the ki é 
dom ; and the right hon, gent. has, ogee! 
the rest, observed, that his Majesty seal 
sage was delivered on the Sth ot - al 
and that it is now the r8th of Ju) ae 
the present measure is introduced ; ne 
Sir, I can appeal to the House that e 
ters have not been tardy in all thet aa 
When that message was brought dow! 
the House, it was pending a very aad 
negotiation, during which, ps oath 
carry ing on in the ports of France, ae 
t indeed, but large © 

very, great exten 
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forth caution on the part of minis- 
The message produc ed the immedi- 
we calling forth of the mu litia. Afier that, 
very short time, the supplementary 
~ilitia was ordered to be emboc 3 : and 
‘rectly afterwards, the army of reserve 
was provided. Volunteer corps ach also 
een known to -have offere d, whose num- 
hers in Great-Britain alone, amounted to 
ywards of 60,000 men; and now on the 
eels of all, the present measure is brought 
so that I am confident there is 
no real vround for accusing ministers of 
tardiness and unnecessary delay. There 1s 
ne point, Sir, Lo which I must beg leave 
iv ofler a few observations, and that is what 
has been insinuated as to the danger of arm- 
) great a number of the peop le. I 
w, Su, there have been periods when 
ee were persons mn this country who 
ould have overturned its most excellent 
constitution; but, thank God, those times 
are passed; and I-do not believe, that, 
through the whole of the United Kingdom, 
tere ever was a minute when the people 
were more universally satisfied with their 
government, Or more unanimous in their 
velermination to support and defend Jit; 
itis with some di ‘gree of pride I can any 
it the chief cause of this happy effeet, is 
so much reprobated treaty ef peace. 


to call { 


i >. 


forward ; 


| there had for some time prevailed an opinion, 
s (hough an unjust one, that the war might have 


been sooner terminated; but though that was 
lot (he case, the obtainment of peace gave the 
people ume to reflect ; and now, though it is 
9 soon renewed, every one is sensible of 
S Injustice on the part of the enemy, and 
‘whole people are ready to join heart and 
a r din defence of their king and country, 
‘nd to die, if necessary, r rather than become 
aves of an invading and insolent foe. 
DOW, Sir, it was necessary for the security 
the kingdom, to continue for some time 
om suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
oe om others, which the necessity of the 
ve had produc ed; but I know, that to the 
© we owe the restoration of those va- 
ulwarks of the constitution, and they 
= S08 “amongst the least of its blessings. I 
¢ the satistaction to reflect, that in adopt- 
sis ase it will be found one that 
neetn ne As te to the genius and sen- 
" cannes ce people, as it makes with them 
Bnd love raphe and their zeal, enthusiasm, 
sling of their country, are too well 
© doubt for a moment of their most 
tele eramo0 righ exertions in defeace of 
y righ ae be rts and common country. 
lon of th riead proposes, with permis- 
¢ House, to bring in the bill, to 
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have it read a first and second time, and then 
to be printed, and a day tixed for taking the 
report into consideration, 

Dr. Laurence contended, that the terms of 
the late peace bad hambled the pride, and 
depressed the spirits of the country, and, bad 
it not been for the rumour of an invasion, it 
would have been no easy matter to revive 
them. The accounts rec ived from Irance, 
gave room to imagine that a spirit had been 
raised there, on which but feeble symptoms 
vere yet to be discovered among us. Such 
a spirit, no doubt, did exist in this country ; 
but it differed from that which animated the 
enemy—theirs was a restless turbulent spi- 
rit, ours was steady, solid, and persevering ; 
our situation, no doubt, was such, that we 
hou!ld be found equal to and worthy of our- 
selves; but nothing, however, should be 
omitted and left untried to rouse our ener- 
gies, and rally every man ‘ro ind the standard 
of the country. The learned gent. con- 
cluded by expressing a fear that, should ever 
the British laurel wither and die, it should 
die at the top. 

James Pulteney had always been of 
opinion, that a re gular force was absolutely 
necessary for the defe nee of the country, but 
at the same time he was equally forward 
to assert that, such was the spirit of the 
country, that no real apprehension should 
be entertained from an invasion. In bis 
mind, the result of such an attempt could 
not but prove useful and honourable to the 
country. As to volunteer corps, he hoped that 
some provision mig rht be introduced into the 
bill for subjecting ‘them to the same condi- 
tions which were to be imposed upon those 
to whom the provisions of the present bill 
should extend, 

Leave was given, nem. con, to bring in the 
bill. —The bill was then brought in, and read 
a first time. 

The Secretary at War then expressed a 
wish, that no objection would be made to 
now reading the bill a second time, com- 
mitting it pro forma, and receiving the re- 
port, that the bill might be taken into further 
consideration on Wednesday.—Ordered ta 
be printed. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Tuesday, July 19. 


[Minures.]—Counsel was heard in the 
appeal, Anderson and Caddell, ‘The farther 
hearing postponed till Monday.—--Queen 
Anne's Bounty Bill was returned from the 
Commons by Mr. Hobhouse, without any 
amendment.—'The bills on the table were 
forwarded in their TOSpeCnNs stages. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Tuesday, July 10. 

'Minutes.|—A message from the Lords 
staicd their assent to the Portugal Wine 
Bonding Bill, the Irish Malt Duty Bill, the 
Poor-house Bill, and some private bills — 
The Milida Amendment Bill was read a third 
time, and passed. 

(Court prizes pitt.]—Sir Wm. Scott 
moved, that the Court Prizes Bill be com- 
mitted on Iriday next. 

Mr. Burrowes wished that the learned 
gent. who had introduced this bill, would 
agree to insert a clause for establishing prize 
courts in india, with the right of an appeal 
irom those courts to the Court of Admiralty 
here, An Admiralty jurisdiction had been 
given by act of Parliament to the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Calcutta, but it was 
the opinion of high authorities, that that ju- 
risdiction did not extend to prizes. During 
the latter part of the last war, there was no 
prize court nearer to the Indian seas than the 
Cape of Good Hope, and ail the prizes taken 
on the coast of India were obliged to be sent 
there or to England for adjudication. He 
saw no reason, however, why the power of 
deciding on prizes should not be given to a 
court which possessed almost every other 
judicial authority. The same powers ought 
to be extended ta Madras and Bombay, 


The Speaker thought it his duty to inter | 


ropt the hon. gent., as it was quite irregular 
to enter into genera! arguments on a clause 
to be moved, when the question was merely, 
whether the bill should be committed that 
day or on Friday. 

Mr, Burrowes then said, he would move 
a clause for giving the jurisdiction he had 
alluded to, when the bill was in the Com- 
mittee. 

Sir William Scott observed, that no bill 
for regulating captures had ever contained 
a clause for establishing prize courts, which 


were always formed under the authority of . 


he crown. He deprecated any clause simi- 
ar to that proposed by the hon. gent., as it 


would be an improper interference wiih the 


royal prerogative. 


[Property Bitt.]—The House resolved 
into a Committee on the Property Bill.—Se- 
veral of the clauses were agreed to, without 
any amendment. 

Mr. Alderman Coombe objected to the part 
which authorized the commissioners to re- 
ject the nomitiees which the party to be 
taxed might appoint, in order to examine 
into his affairs, without stating any reason 


for it. He urgéd some other objections on 
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The Attorney General replied and said 


| 

| that it might happen that the commissio, rs 
| might think tlrat the person appointed was 
| not one that ought atiogether to be trusr, 
| It would be hard for them to be put in a sit 

| ton to be obliged to tell any person thet 

| did not think him a person of inte 

| Several amendments were to be made, bh 
| ever, In this part, with respect to commis- 
stoners and referees, which he hoped would 
meet the hon. Alderman’s ideas, 

The Lord Mayor said, that he agreed jn 
the objections made by his brother Ald 
man; bot after the elucidation of the 
torney General, he believed they might eas 
be done away. Cae 

Sir Francis Baring objected to any person 
inspecting the accounts of apother in the 
same trade. 

The Attorney General thought that, unless 
in case of rivalship, this would be the most 
eficctual mode of proceeding. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
it might meet the hon. Baronet’s objection 
that the person whose accounts were to be 
inspected should have the power of object 
ing to the person appointed by the con 
missioners, and be allowed four peremptor} 
challenges. 

Mr. Piét said, that they had this power 
already. 

Mr. Smith wished that the power of chal. 
lenge should be final. - 

Mr. / ansittart proposed, that none should 
| be employed as a referee, to inspect the a- 

counts of another in the same trade, umes 
approved by the parties; which was agree 
to 





The Attorney General added a clause, ° 
which the commissioners were endblec | 
procure payment, in case any person shots 
refuse to pay the sum at which he should o¢ 
assessed by his own referee. tile 
Mr. Wm. Smith said, that the pron of 
the land on which manufactories stood, eo - 
fact the interest of the capital sunk in '™* 
manner was lost, so a loss was sdstained, 49 
not a profit gained, by such land. om 
Mr--Wm. Smith then objected to survey™ 
and inspectors having the power of ore 
upon parties to verify the amount of oa 
income, in cases for examining which, 4 
were in every point of view'totally opm 
The Atforney General said, that 1 ears 
-possible to come at a verrfication of incomés 
in doubtful cases, in any other wd oat 
inspectors and surveyors, he ror > ti 
the most proper persons to dischars 
duty. 
| Mr. Wm. Smith, in reply, adverted wet 
power which surveyors and imspectors 
ye 
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is < 
ruse then passed in ifs original state —_— 


minittee went through a few more | 


1 2. 250 
1 Dili 


| , reported progress, and 
cave to sit again. 
—————OO Te 


USE OF LORDS. 


Wednesday, July 20. 


ry 
Ire 


Alexander and Mr, 
illy were heard on the appeal, Syme. v. 
kine, when after a few words from Mr. 
\dam, on the part of the respondent, the 
cutor was afirmed.—All the bills on 
table passed a stage each —Mr. Alex- 
er brought trom the Commons a return- 
bill, and three others, which he and others 
Alderman Coombe brought up 


Jou Mr. 


NUTE 


res nted. 


London Quota Bill of the Army of Re- 
scrve.—Lhey were severally read a first time, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, July 20. 

{Mixutes.]—SirWilliam Scott observed, 
that the word ‘* benefice” had been acci 
centally omitted in one of the clauses of the 
cergy residence bill, and in another clause, 
© statute, it was made to amend, was de- 
scribed according to the terms of the ordi- 
nary edition of the statutes, but upon look- 
1g into the Parliamentary Roll it had been 
found incorrect ; therefore, to avoid the pos- 
lity of inconvenience, he maved for leave 
to bring in a bill to rectify certain mistakes 
in an act of this session of Parliament, for 
amending the laws respecting spiritual per- 
sons holding farms; and for enforcing the 
residence of spiritual persons; and to re- 
move doubis as to the statute of Henry VITf. 
therein mentioned.—The bill wes afterwards 
brou ght in, read a first and second time, and 
Committed for the next day.—‘Lhe Attorney 
General stated, that persons in custody on 
Cvil or criminal process were often required 
to attend to give evidence before courts 
Martial. commissioners of bankrupts, com 
Missioners for auditing public accounts, and 
for that purpose the judges issued writs of 
“eeeas corpus ; but doubts had arisen in their 
minds, as to their power to issue such writs. 
‘e, therefore, to obviate any difficulty, 
Moved for leave to bring ina bill to enable 
Judges of re cord to award writs of habeas 
‘Tp 4s, to bring persons confined in gaol be- 
nstcan martial, and the commissioners 
ney mentioned, He afterwards brought 
a inal — was read a first, and order- 
The curate’ ‘pease ‘chines Siok tal 
cemmeniag ns bill was read a second time, and 
itted for Monday.—Sir Wm. Pulteney 


tore 
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‘hurting the feelings of gentlemen.— | said, that the Committee on the Bell Rock 


Light-house Bill stood as one of the orders 
ofthe day. That bill was founded on the 
resolution of a Committee, stating the ne- 
cessity of erecting a light-house on the Bell 
and recom g additional duties 
to be paid. Unfortunately in the bill the 
latter part of the resolution had not been ate 
In order to remedy the omissian, 
Ke should withdraw the present bill, and 
move that the House should the next day 
resolve itself into a Committee to consider 
the report of the first Committee.—The bill 
was accordingly withdrawn, and the Commit- 
tee appointed for the next day.—-The City of 
London Quota Bill was read a third time— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
down the following message from his Ma- 
jesty.— G. R.—His Majesty relying on the 
« zealous support of his faithful Commons 
« in the vigorous prosecution of the war, in” 
“ which the country is engaged, recom- 
« mends to the House to consider of making 
** provision towards enab'ing his Majesty to 
“ defray the extraordinary expenses tncur- 
« red in the service of the present year, and 
‘to take such further measures as the ext- 
« gency of affairs may require." —The mes- 
sage was, on the motion of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, referred to the Committee 
of Supply. —The Longitude Bill was read a 
third time.—The Prize Goods Bonding Bill 
was read a first time, 


Rock, endin 


tended to 


[Derence or THE CouNTRY.]—The Se- 
cretary at War moved the order of the day 
for the further consideration of the report 
of the General Arming Bil. He observed, 
that it was intended to propose several amende 
ments, afierwards to have the bill printed, 
and then re-committed, He wished to sug- 
gest, that it would be more convenient to 
let the bill go into a Committee, in order to 
make it as perfect as possible. if there *was 
any doubt as to the principle of the bill, it 
might be debaied at a future seasor 

Mr. Sbertdan said, he agreed in the 
priety of what had failen from the right hon. 
gentleman; it was his wish there should not 
be the least delay, but, on the contrary, that 
the measure should proceed with vigour, 
firmness, and energy. Although the. bill 
had been read a second time, ye! he appre- 
hended the principle was open to discyssien s 
and in any future stage, any gew'., if he ob- 
jected to the principle, and thousht the bill 
ought to stop, was at liberty to. state his ob- 
jection. If this objection was oaly. to the. 
clauses, and not to the principle, them :it 
wouid be proper to let ‘the bill go into the 


Committee. For the present, he would Rot 
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enter into the merits of the bill, or whether 
ether measures ought or ought not to have 
been proposed. Many persons might have 
matter to throw out as to the general prin- 
ciple of the bill. When the bill was en- 
grossed, he should be happy to deliver his 
sentiments upon it, but he thought there 
ovght to be no opposition to the re-commit- 
ment. 

Mr. Kinnaird begged leave to differ from 
his right hon. friend who had just sat down, 
as to the propriety of canvassing the princi- 
ple of the bill in the present stage. With 
this opinion, he sbould avail himself of the 
present opportunity of delivering his senti- 
ments on the bill as it now stood, before it 
was again submitted to the Committee. As 
tothe fundamental ground of accusation 
against ministers, so far as this measure was 
concerned, he had to declare unequivocally, 
that it had been delayed far beyond the period 
when it was powerfully required by the ex- 
traordinary circumstances in which the coun 

ry was placed. He had strong objections 
to the time which, as the bill was now fram- 
ed, would be necessary to reduce it even for- 
mally into effect. Before the business of 
raising the body, which the bill proposed to 
discipline, could be completed, a period of 
upwards of six weeks would elapse, and he 
surely needed not to remind the House how 
important it was that the least possible delay 
should take place, in carrying into eflect a 
measure so materially connected with the 
protection and security of the empire. It 
was not to be supposed, that the whole com- 
plex machinery of the bill would be carried 
into effect ina moment. Was it to be sup- 
posed, that as soon as the drum was beat, 
a body of soldiers was to meke their ap- 
pearance in the field? Was the sexton to 
throw aside his surplice, and take up the 
musquet? Were the people, after attending 
on the exercises of religion, to throw aside 
their prayer-books, and, taking up their 
arms, to be drilled in the church-yard ? To 
suppose that all this was to be effected by 
the means which the bill proposed was al- 
together ridiculous, and could only cend to 
deceive the public. He felt it his duty also 
to animadvert on the time which was pro- 
posed to be allotted for training the men to 
be raised. Was government really serious 
in such a suggestion? Did they really ima- 
gine that such a period was at all adequate 
to prepare men for active services in the field? 
If this was their opinion, he confessed he 
was very far from being inclined to give 
them implicit confidence at the present pe- 
rilous crisis. He had another important 
ebjection to the measure in its present form, 


ARL. DEBATES, Jury 20.—Defence of the Couniry, 


| 


| 
| 











lise 


The objection was, that the measure, so fs 
from being clear and simple, was so comp). 
cated in its machinery, that it would;, t 
material degree embarrass the condyc: , 
those appointed to carry the bill into ef 
He had besides to say generally, that a, 
member of Parliament he felt it bis dur, 
be jealous of the foresight of the ministers o: 
the country, in providing for the natio; 

security. But in the present instance, the 
degree of foresight to be allowed to minis. 
ters was to be estimated by their previous 
conduct, and in that conduct he had rot! 
to justify confidence in this foresight, He 
begged leave to call the attention of the 
House to the conduct of ministers with re- 
gard to Hanover. | 


In this instance ther: 
had been no sort of foresight of danger, no 
adequate preparation to meet it with firm. 
ness and effect. The hon. member was pro- 
ceeding to deseant on this topic, when he 
was Called to order by 

The Secretary at War, who contended tha! 
this reasoning was totally inapplicable to 
the subject before the House. 

Mr. Kinnaird resumed, and begyed leave 
to contend, in opposition to the sentiments 
expressed by the right hon. gent. that be 
was strictly in order. In introducnig the 
subject of Hanover, he had done so mere 
with the view of shewing, by a particu 
instance, what was his opinion of tie 
general’ conduct of ministers, and tei 
claims to confidence. It did not appes! 
to him that in this view his observatio! 
were at all foreign to the subject belore the 
House. He was aware that to the objcc~ 
tions which he had taken the liberty “ 
staling to the bill in its present form, 1 
usual answer ia such cases would be gives: 
‘are you, who object to the measte 
proposed, able to offer one more efiectus! 
in its room ?” In reply to this, rf was 0°") 
necessary for him to say that he was ¢™ 
titled to rely on the wisdom and discretwr 
of those whose duty it was to bring vel 
ward plans for the protection of the coun} 
at this momentous crisis. True it ** 
that after the measure was brought we 
ward, every member of Parliament ¥" 
entitied to offer his opinion on its ©)" 
diency ; and in addition to the ohyects ? 
against the difficulty of the bill, ne al 
one capital objection to the princip = 
that was, that it did not give sufficiens : 
couragement to voluntary offers of s¢ . 
but depended on compulsory ee f 
mode of raising a force for the cefenc 
the kingdom, at all times to pe eer bil 
if possible, in a free country. “ee 
appeared te cast a slur on the offers ¢ 
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tunteers, and itappeared the object of mi- , 
nisters to discourage them. He could state, 
n undeniable authority, that many offers 
¢ voluntarv service had actually been re- 
| He begged leave to ask of mini- 
at a time when it was so infi- 
ly desirable to raise a large force for 
. defence of the empire, those means, 
rly found so efiectual, were at the 
esent moment altogether abandoned ? 
Without being supposed to be too strongly 
ihe intluence of national partiality, 
cht be permitted to say, that the ex- 
ce of the last war shewed what 
s of our best and bravest troops 
be obtained from the Highlands of 
oland, and at the present moment this 
eat source of military supply appeared 
holly neglected. He would not now 
UP, as the advocate of feudal insti- 
tutions, but when they could be rendered 
subservient to principles of patriotism, 
they ought not to be overlooked by any 
minister who looked to the real security of 
the country. The hon. member descanted 
a good deal further on this point, and con- 
cluded by expressing a hope that in the 
Committee some of those important mo- 
difications would be introduced into the 
bill which its present very imperfect form 
req “red. 
Mir. Sheridan did not conceive that the 
peech of his hon. friend contained a single 
eyection to the postponement of the dis- 
cussion on the bill till it had proceeded to 
some of its other stages, He allowed that 
(he bul did require some important altera- 
ions, Indeed, it was impossible for any 
tian reading the bill not to see that such 
“lerauions were indispensable. The mea- 
sure itself was, however, one to which it 
Was impossible to object ; for its principle 
Was to rouse the spirit, and embody the 
lorce of the couniry. Though he differed | 
wiih an hon. gent. on the same bench (Mr. 
M indham) in many opinions which he had 
. ‘pressed relative. to the present situation 
~ ‘he country, he cordially agreed with 
“iat in thinking that the spirit of the coua- 
‘ry Was not yet raised to the level which 
the Present situation of affairs demanded. 
he national spirit was indeed mending, 
ut it was not sufficiently raised to the level 
of our circumstances. Spirited resolutions 
#ppeared on paper, but they were not fol- 
owed up with corresponding energy. He 
might allude to a variety of proofs in sup- 
port of this assertion, He knew that there 
‘vas ho want of exertions, on’ the part of 
a to complete the militia ; and | 
Astance of the necessity of such | 
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exertions, he might take the liberty of 
stating, that the regiment ander the com- 
mand of Lord Cranley, formerly conststing 
of Goo men, at present only amounted to 
280; and that the other regiment under 
the commard of Lord Grantly, was nearly 
as defective ; so that the two regiments of 
Surrey militia, which ought to consist of 
1,200 men, only contained about 600, He 
said he had lately been in Hampshire, and 
that he found the same opinion prevailed 
there as elsewhere, in respect to Invasion, 
When people in that quarter talked of in- 
vasion, he knew that they were accustome 
ed to say, that if their heads never ached 

till an invasion was attempted, they were 

certain their heads would never ache at 

all. From every circumstance, he was 
convinced that the real fact was, that the 
people of the country were not properly 
awake to a due sense of their danger; and 

there was an absolute necessity fer their 
being impressed with this belief betore 

their true spirit and patriotism could be 

Shewn forth with all that energy which 

he knew they possessed. He thought that 

it was proper to make the bill as perfect as 

possible in the Committee, ere it was ad- 

vanced to the last stage. His hon. friend 

had found fault with the measure of the 

bill, because it had not been brought tor- 

ward sooner. Whether these steps might, 

or should have been proposed earlier, he 

should not determine; but he was tho- 

roughly convinced that such measures were 

now absolutely necessary. He professed 

himself very ready to go intoall those ge- 

neral or particular topics but he hoped 

that no hon. member would be the means 

of occasioning delay by stating objections, 

in the present stage, to a plan which ought 

to have the minds and hearts of ail to go 

along with it, especially when no other 

mode of procedure more eligible could be 

proposed for the adoption of the House, 

Mr. Pitt said, that he could not agree in 
regard to the reasons assigned by the hon, 
member, who wished to postpone the dis- 
cussions on the bill till another stave of tts 
progress. He thought that the bill was li- 
able to considerable objections, in regard 
to its general tendency to pr eure within 
the time requisile, a force suitable to the 
situation of the country. He hoped that 
any amendments that might now be pro- 
posed wonld tend torelieve the Committee 
of some degree of trouble, As to the obe 
jections which had been stated by an hon, 
member opposite to him (Mr. Kinnaird), 
though he bad not been in the House at 
the commencement of that hon. member's 





















































































































mere 


- ge sah; Ss. 
Le let 


nt eg 





e 
a 








a ba oN 
rey ae 
* 






i F 
Papin, agent 


Sy mat 
*: 


- . ¢ “- +s oe By Mas « Ot ae? ey in, 
Z -r . oe ” “ ’ t — ¥ 
‘ a ¥ = 
ae “ . mn ‘ 2 a S : - “ ’ 
ei. Fal ; é < Sone = “ y* iP 7 
Ss ‘ ie eae % cu 6 ho ; te nat 
js ene _ lh Se oR ofthis : ew — ae 
ach ei “ ee ea tt They ‘ er “ > 
_ ' ates . ila a ei - . 
- ts b 5 . bs P. ~~ einerue' > 7 
- 4 3 Se rs aa 
cli 


= eens 
ried a 


























ae ae ee ee ee | ee ee 


sn 
wr 
oe 

ie 2s 


+ 





- 
ar 
es ie . 
r we 
2. 
_ ng 


om ee 


oa och 
FEES Hee Ae Sere 
* 
r< 
0 


‘ 
>» 
t 
°* 


—s ; 
5 Reet a 


> ae 
ead 


















trs3] 


specch, he conceived the general scope of 
his objection to be, that the measures pro- 
posed were not sufliciently adequate to the 
real object in view. Any objections he 
had heard stated, he thought, were perfectly 
proper for the discussion of the Committee, 
for they could not be stated as amounting 
to objections to the principle of the bill. 
As to what had been satd with regard to 
volunteer exertions, he hoped the House 
would do him the justice to say, he had 
stated on a former occasion, as strongly as 
was necessary, these very sentiments, He 
still was inclined to think that some addi- 
tional provisions ought to be introduced 


into the bill as to the voluntary eXertions of 


the country, and that every encouragement 
ought to be afforded to that object. He 
could not unite wiih the hon. member (Mr, 
Kinnaird) that the present bill went to 
throw any degree of slur upon the people, 
by refusing their voluntary offers. He 
never understood that there was any thing 
in the bill tending to repress such offers ; 
on the contrary, there was a clause to cn- 
courage volunteers, by holding out to them 
certain privileges of exemption in point of 
extent of service. He thought, however, 
that the encouragement given to them, was 
not sufficiently extensive. He concladed 
by again pressing upon the House a due 
sense of the necessity of expedition in the 
adoption of the measures proposed by the 
bill, and hoped that the House would not 
allow it to go out of their hands that even- 
ing, till it had. passed completely through 
the Committee, 

Mr. Sheridan explained, and said, that 
he had heard the right hon, gent who had 
just sat down affirm, that he (Mr, Pitt) had 
not been in the House when the hon. mem- 
ber (Mr. Kinnaird) had commenced his 
speech, stating his objections to the pre- 
sent bill, He thought the right hon. mem- 
ber (Mr. Pitt) might have also said, with 
equal propriety, that he had not been in 
the House when he (Mr. S.) had taken 
the liberty of offering a few words on the 
occasion; for the sentiments he had then 
given, seemed. to have been totally mis- 
understood by that right hon. gent. For 
his part, he saw no improper aspersion, 
slur, or even discouragement offered in 
the. present bill against the voluntary ex- 
ertions of the country. 

Mr. Windham observed, in allusion to 
what hod fallen from Mr. Pitt, that the 
right hon, gent. had of late spoken so much 
on different sides of the House, that he was 
at some loss to conceive whether he alluded 


to him, or the hon. member on the same 








bench with him (Mr. Sherid 
answer to both him and the other , 
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depressing the spirit of the country, he 
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sions of the country to a level with that dz: 
convinced that when that was done, the: 


would be no want of Spirit on the p 


the people 


: but those who were je, 
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chargeable with depressing the popular 
spirit, were those whose duty it wa 
have brought forward this measure 
since, and had deterred it to the pr 


moment, 


He could not coincide with ¢! 


hon. gent. on the same bench ( Mr. Sheridan) 


who deprecated discussion in the p: 


j 


‘ ‘a ; 


stage of the bill, because he thought dis. 
Cussion now would throw many lights upon 
the subject, which would betier enable the 
House to form decisive opinions upon the 
subject, and go into the Committee betier 
prepared to suggest amendments when ue- 
cessary, and thus put the bill into a pertect 
shape, with much more expedition than by 
hurrying it crudely, and without discus- 
sion, through the Committee now, with 4 
view to recommit and debate it a futur 


Opportunity 


(Here the bill was accor. 


ingly recommitted to a Committee of te 
whole Fiouse. ] 
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of the inferior officers to repeat such 
<eandalous negligence. Unless such pre- 
equtions were taken, the returns would be 
i loose and unsatisfactory as w holly to de- 
feat the important end which ihe bill pro- 
posed to have in view. With such altera- 
‘ions, calculated to make the returns more 
correct and satisfactory, he trusted that the 
enrolarent would be conducted without 
dificulty or enrbarrassment, But indeed 
all depended on the exertions of the gen 

tlemen in the different counties, in having 
the measure reduced to practice within 
the shortest possible time, If those whose 
siiuation in life, and natural influence 
over the lower orders were only for atew 
weeks to devote themselves to the object 
of facilitating the execution of the act, he 
was confident that it would be carried into 
cifect ina much shorter period than it could 
be by any positive resolution on the sub- 
ject. The bill was worded in such a way 
as all bills of a similar nature must be ex- 
pressed ; but by the exertions of disinter- 
ested, generous, patriotic zeal, the time 
necessary for carrying it into effect might 
be materially shortened, and the object 
much more effectually accomplished, The 
Committee did not reguire to be reminded, 
iat without such a spirit as that to which 
he referred, all enactments- of the legisla 

ture must necessarily be tedious in their 
applicauon, The next point to which he 
thi ught it necessary to advert, was the 
manner in which the forcés were to be 
assembled. The arrangements on this sub- 
ject would of course, in the first instance, 
be left to the lord lieutenants of the diffe- 
rent counties, They would be the best 
judges of the mode in which the alarm 
siould be given, in case of invasion. When 
the signal of alarm was given in any of 
tic counties on the coast, then the first 
class of the force proposed to be trained 
to the use of arms should be immediately 
directed to march to the head quarters of 
the army in that district, or to any other 
pace where their services might be.con- 
sidered most useful, If this class was not 
sufficiently extensive for the exigency of 
the moment, then of course the services 
of the other classes. would be required, 
and they would receive correspondent 
orders, The next point to which he 
Wished to allude was the mode of obtain- 
‘Ng offers of voluntary service. The bill, 
as it now stood, had been objected to on 
this ground, by an hon. gent. (Mr. Fox) 
Whose opinions on all subjects had very 
Ereat weight, He had paid attention to 


Suggestions thrown out on that occa- 
VoL. IV 


rance 
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sion, and he meant to introduce into the 
bill such alterations as he believed would 
meet the hon. gentleman’s ideas. He 
meant to propose, that in districts where 
a sufficient number of offers of voluntary 
service were made, the operation of the 
bill should cease. With respect to the 
services of the volunteer corps already 
formed, he intended that some new ree 
gulations should be formed applicable to 
the case of invasion. He begged it, how- 
ever, to be underssood that these regula- 
tions would be introduced in another bill, 
and would not at ail counteract the prin- 
ciples of their original offers of service, 
It was the fixed unalterable determination 
of government not to violate those terms 
of service which were originally adopted, 
If a corps, accepted by government, limil- 
ed their services to a particular street, he 
would allow that beyond that street their 
services could not be compelled without 
a voluntary offer on their part. 
damental principle adopted by government 
was, that when an engagement was form- 
ed, it should be adhered to with the at- 
most fidelity. He had now only to advert 
io the mode in which the force to be em- 
bodied the bill was to be trained 
and exercised. As to the period in the 
year to which the exercise was originally 
proposed to be extended, he had no difh- 
culty in saving that he approved of the 
sugyestion for extending it. The particu- 
lar day allotted for the service as it now 
stood was, he believed, conceived to be 
liable to very considerable objection, So 
far as Scotland was concerned, he meant 
that the clause for appointing the train- 
ing on Sunday should be totally inap- 
plicable. In England he was aware that 
the same objection might to a certain de- 
gree exist, and with the view of remedy- 
ing every inconvenience which might arise 
on the subject, it was proposed to grant to 
lord licutenants of counties the power of 
appointing such days for exercise, as to them, 
under al! the circumstances of the case, 
should seem the least objectionable, and the 
most agreeable to all parties concerned. 
This was an alteration brought forward from 
respect to those persons of tender consciences 
whom the clause, as it originally stood, might 
have displeased. The right hon. gent. hay- 
ing touched on these points, concluded 

expressing his readiness to hear with satis- 


Lhe tun- 
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faction whatever improvements in the mea- _ 


sure might be proposed, and to adopt them, 
if they appeared to him calculated to give it 
greater force and efficacy. 
are Castlereagh said a few words on the 
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mode in which the enrolment might be 
formed. He suggested, that, long before the 
whole process required by tne bill was gone 
through, the lord lievtesants should be em- 
powered, as soon as the act was passed, to 
receive voluntary offers of service. In this 
way delay would be avoided, and from the 
moment that the act was passed thedisci- 
pline of agreat proportion of the force to 
which the bill referred would be going for- 
ward with alacrity and effect. 

Mr. Kinnaird declared that if the sug- 
gestions of the noble lord were carried into 
effect, the grand source of his objection to 
the measure would be removed. 

Mr. Pitt next rove, and at considerable 
length canvassed the general provisions of 
the bill. ‘That the time allotted for exer- 
cise must be extended, he believed every 
member of the House would admit, and he 
was glad to find that his right hon. friend 
(the Sec. at War) had expressed his con- 
viction of the necessity of this alteration. 
As the bill now stood, it would be quite im- 
possible to enter with cffect on the discipline 
of the force proposed to be embodied titi the 
spring of the succeeding year. It was an 
object infinitely desirable that the period for 
completing the enrolment should be short- 
ened as much as possible, and nothing was 
more essential than to prevent the inaccuracy 
of the levy to be raised. ‘The suggestion of 
his noble friend tended in a considerable de- 
gree to remove the objeetions which he had 
to the present provisions of the bill on,this 
subject. ‘The bill, to a certain degree, pro- 
fessed to !o.k to the preference of offers of 
voluntary service, but in his opinion its pro- 
visions on this head were net sufficiently 
explicit.—The great. object at the present 
moment was to obiain offers of this kind to 
as large an extent as possible, while the pro- 
cess of regular enrolment was going forward 
according to the rules which the bill pre- 
scribed, If, during the interval occupied in 
goin through this process, a sufficient num- 
ber of offers of voluntary service could be 
obiained, then the application of the pro- 
visions of the bi!i would be unnecessary,: and 
a most important object would be-obtained 
with a view to the real security of the coun- 
try. He was sure that he need not, asa 
member of that House, as possessing any 
regard to constitutional principles, enlarge 
on the preference at all times to be given to 
voluntary above compulsory service. The 
superiority Was at once obvious, and while 
this mode was superior in point of feeling, 
it wag no less so with reference to real ef- 
ficient service. The means of accomplish- 


‘ang this most desirable object were obvious 
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‘ealcolations for particolar districts 


lord Jieutenant with the power of issuing 4 
prociamation immediately after the passing 
of the-act, inviting offers of voluntary er. 
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vice, and enabling those appointed to col. 
lect the return, to ascertain the wishes of the 
people. This would be the mode applicable 
to counties geverally ; and in parishes the 
vestry might, without difficulty, collect the 
wishes of those to whom the invitation was 
addressed. In this invitation not merely the 
first class, but al! the classes prescribed by 
the bill, or even to the age of sixty, or beyond 
the age of fifty-five, if voluntary offers could 
be obtained, might be included. A report 
might, without any considerable delay, be 
made by the lord lieutenants to his Majesty, 
who might order an immediate proportion 
of those making voluntary offers of service 
to be received. 
those so received would be soon without in- 
terruption. This was a provision which 
could not bot, if properly reduced to prac- 
tice, materially contribute to thre expedition 
which was so ivfinitely desirable. There 
was, however, a provision of a different de- 
scription, which would promote the speedy 
application of the bill ina still more effectual 
manner. The provision to which he alluded 
was, that without waiting for the enrolment 
at a!l, to fix for a particular county the quota 
which, on a fair calculation, it was supposed 
was a fair proportion ; and if before a part» 
cular day specific voluntary offers of service 
to the amount of three-fourths or four-fituis 
of the whole number were obtained, to svs- 
pend the operation of the bill in that county 
or district. In such a case as this, minute 
accuracy was not at all important, and any 
trifling errors in the calculation of the quota 
to be required could easily be corrected 44 
subsequent period. If the calculation w% 
too high, the inaccuracy could be easily cot 
rected. It would only be necessary to de- 
termine by ballot what was the actual —_ 
ber required. On the other hand, i wr 
number was too low, the deficiency cou! 
be easily supplied. It had been stated that 
the number in the first class was four hun 
dred thousand, and if this was accurate, os 
cou'd be 
formed on principles which at !east ae 
the prospect’ of general accuracy. it os 
not necessary fer bim to refer to a 
to prove the practicability of this g° ome o 
ctiraty. He might, however, just 2” 
the case of the Cinque Ports, where, ts 
any reference to the system on yr ' 
militia quotas were arranged, 2 a “hs 
accurate calculation bad been estab" 
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nary clearness and simplicity, alluded to the 
fine which, as the bill now stood, would be 
employed in reducing the bill to practice. 
The whole period would not be less than 
two months, He suggested the expediency 
of shortening the ditferent divisions of this 
period. He though that the ten days for 
the meeting of the deputy lieutenants were 
evuie unnecessary. ‘The time allowed for 
‘iving the notices was also much greater 
han necessary. The householders ought to 
make their retorns within a much shorter 
space. \s the bill now stood, sixty days 
would be consumed, whereas by new regu- 
lations the whole business might be fini-hed 
in less than the half of thattime. After 
adding a few other observations on this 
p itt, the right hon. gent, sat dowa with 
declaring his determination to offir to the 
Com nittee aclause, with a view of carrying 
into effect the suggestion in the conclusion 
Of his speec h. 

Lord Castlereagh explained the point to 
which his right hon, friend, who had just 
satdown, alluded, with respect to the ope- 
ration of this bill before the enrolment 
should be made. The fact was, that the 
compulsory power of calling every man to 
parade in case of necessity, would by the 
provisions of the bill vest in his Majesty; but 
the object of the bill was, that this cumpul- 
sory power should not interfere with the vo- 
| luntary offers of the people, from which an 
inexhaustible force was expected,’fully com- 
| peteat to answer the purpose of security, 
| toserve without expense, and to be trained 
P without any material inconvenience to the 
individuals engaged, 
| Mr. Pitt admitted the great saving of pu- 

blic expense, but thought at the same time 

the saving could not be prudently carried to 
the extent alleged ; for if men whose live- 
lihood depended upon their daily labour, 
were to be called to devote their days to 
drilling for the public service, it would be 
but reasonable to remunerate them for the 
lime so devoted from their means of live- 
lihood. | 

The Sec. at War had uo objection to re- 
Munerate, in such cases, men who were so 
Situated as not to be assessed iv poor's rates ; 
but he could not feel the necessity of extend- 
‘ng the principle farther, as every man was 

und, in exigencies like the present, to con- 
tribute his share of service in the public dan- 
&*r; and so Jong as a man was only called 
“pon to devote a few hours in the weck for 
the Purpose of being trained to the use of 
“rns, and not called upon for actual ser- 
vice, it was no such hardship or loss as to 
“alin all cases for remuneration. Beside, 
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if the principle recommended by the rt. hon. 
gent. were to be adopted, it would, he fe 
ed, open a door rauds that would be tne 
calculable, The bili had, he said, two ob- 
jects: the much as 
might be the luntary se 
the other to effect dispatch in carrying its 
With. respect to 
the former, he had no objection to the mude 
proposed by the righthon. gent of directing 
the lords lieutenants and deputy heutenanis 
of counties, and those who act under their 
direction, to canvass their districts, aod 
who are willing to volunteer their services ; 
but he begged leave to observe, that there 
was a clause precisely to this eflect, im 
the act of the present session, which the 
present bill was designed to amend and 
render more efiectaal. He could not say 
how far the powers given by that clause to 
the lords Jientenants of countics aad their de- 
puties had been fairly tried ; but hitherto he 
had no proofs that it had been attended with 
the desired effect. With respect tothe num- 
bers necessary to be called for disciptine on 
the present oceasson, he was weil convinced 
the first class alone. namely, unmarried males 
between the ages of 17 and <0, would amply 
supply them. The calculation was, that ihe 
number of those, in proportion to the male 
population of the couniry, was as J to 24, 
making the whole from 4 to 500,000 ; and 
itby a demand upon this number, three- 
fourths could be found willing to volunteer 
their services in any couny or disirict, he 
perfectly agreed in the idea of suspending 
the further operation of the act in such 
district. With respect, however, to many 
of the arrangements proposed by the right 
hon. gent. fur omitting from the prepara- 
tory arrangements the meetings of tie uepu- 
ty lieutenants of counties, as well as some 
others for shortening the period for making 
returns, he questioned much whether they 
could be practicable, consisientiy with the 
desired effect. 

Dr, Laurence acknowledged that the House 
owed much to the noble lord by wham the 
amendment under consideratibn was pro- 
pased, although it went in some degree per- 
haps to impose posthumous penalties, 

Sir J. Pulteney. disapproved of the idea, 
that the voluntary otfers of three-fourths 
should exempt from service tiose who might 
be so base in such a Crisis as the present to 
shrink from their duty. He cautioned the 
House on reckoning so much on the extent 
of voluntary offers, or on the efficacy of vo- 
lunteers in case of attack. The hon. baronet 
declared that he had many other observa- 
tions to offer on the bill, but that he wouid. 
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not any longer trouble the Committee. Qn 
the whole, however, he could not help feel- 
ing some fear that the provisions of this bill 
would iaterfere with some military arrange- 
inents of great importance, for the establish- 
snent of which he was exceedingly anxious. 
Mr. Sheridan professed his inability to 
understand the argument of the right hon, 
gent. under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) upon the 
subject of voluntary offers, and the circum- 
stances under which compulsion should be 
resorted to. With respect, however, to these 
voluntary offers, he confessed he could not 
help agreeing with the hon. baronet who 
had just sat down, that the probable amount 
of such offers was rather over-rated; but the 
amendment proposed by the noble lord, of 
which he much approved, provided that, in 
case the voluntary spirit should fail, other 
means should be resoyted to, to secure the 
object of the bill. As to the act of the pre- 
sent session, referred to by the right hon. 
the Sec. at War, he believed that the fruits 
of it would be very sma}l indeed. It ap- 


peared to be an exact transcript of the act of . 


the last Administration, which was almo.t 
universally considered to be a very foolish 
act, and which not at all answered the ends 
which those who proposed it professed to 
have in view. ‘The hon. gent. read an ex- 
tract from this act, requiring a return of the 
men, and the manner in which each wished 
to serve. He stated that at the time this act 
was carrying into execution, he was in Nor- 
thumberland, and that he saw. the return 
made from a village in the neighbourhood ; 
from which it appeared that 12 oifered to 
serve in the infantry, 25 in the cavalry, 13 

as guides, 260 as waggoners, and 300 as dri- 
vers of cattle (a general laugh). He did 
hot mean to infer from this that any want of 


sufficient zeal for the public service was to . 


be found in the country, nor would he at- 
tribate it to’any thing like shamefal cowar- 
dice, but to that which he feared was the 
case at present, namely, that the people 
were not sufficiently alive to their ‘dangver— 
of that every mao should now be fully aware, 
and also that in theevent of the metiaced ija- 
Vasion taking place, his person was at the 
command of his Sovereign 

Mr.’ Sudlivan stated that directions had 
been dispatched to the several lord lieute- 
nants, Se. to’make the returns prescribed by 
the act referred to by the hon. gent. 

Mr. Sheridan asked’ whether any returns 
had yet been made, and of what nature they 
‘were? — gis : 

Mr. Sullivax answered that there had 
not been yet sufficient time to send in the 
iéturns, hs : 
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Mr. Windham heartily concurred jp thy 
wishes expressed by the hon. gent. My 
Sheridan), tbat the spirit of the counery shoul? 
be sufficiently roused ; and that the areum nt 
which the hon. gent. had applied to a mea- 
sure of the late Administration (operating 
upon quite a different state of things from 
the present), but which the hon. gent. him. 
self had afterwards answered, would not be 
found to apply hereafter. With regard to 
the idea of his right hon. friend (Mr. Pin), 
that such districts should be exempted from 
the operations of this act, as should furnish 
a certain number of volunteers, he highly 
disapproved of it upon this ground, that it 
would tend to the introduction of substi- 
tutes, upon an occasion where the arma- 
ment should be general. He also objected 
to his. right bon. friend's opinion, that «! 
men called upon to serve under this bil 
should, if occasion required, be transferred 
to other corps. In no instance would he 
permit volunteers to be thus removed, 

Lord Castlereagh explained, that by a 
clause in this bill the penalties of desertion 
would attach to any person, who, aiter hav- 
ing been‘regularly trained, should decline (o 
come forward in case of invasion. 

Lord Hawkesbury wished it to be under 
stood, that the voluntary offers of a certain 
number of men in any district, would cis- 
charge such district from the obligations of 
this bill only; but that it was by Ho means 
intended to interfere with, or narrow We 
prerogative of the crown, as seemed to be sup 
posed, for that prerogative would aiways 
have the power of calling out all subjects. 

Gen. Jarleton said, ‘that a spirit adequate 
to the crisis was rapidly extending Je 
throughout this country; or rather, as soo” 
as the possibility of invasion was creaitevs 
the spirit of the people inimediately sto 
forth, In Lancashire he stated, that the “¢ 
plementary militia was almost immediate) 
filled up, and the army of reserve was like ) 
very soon to be complete. The hon, menibet 
read a letter which hehad lately received [1 Y 
the county alluded to, descriptive of the 6 
and spirit which prevailed in that oy prone 
district; He spoke in preference of volu™ 
tary service over compulsory, and said, ni 
of the most glorious achievements and pr 
digies of valour‘ detailed in military history 
were performed by volunteers. He re 
two instances ; one in the time of the gr : 
Prince of Condé, when his army we <9 
by a body of 5000 British volunteers OT 


Gen. Boyd; and that prince, in deraiins | 
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of war, and under the advice of the cele- 

brated Vauban, it was determined to attack 

in the open day a strong fortress of the ene- 

my, which, which was carried by the signal 

bravery of 100 volunteers ; and he was con- 

vinced of the truth of the position advanced 

by Mr. Pitt, that 75 volunteers were at 

any time better than a hundred men not so 
’ raised. 

Mr. Canning explained, and vindicated 
the arcument of his right bon, friend (Mr. 
Pitt), contending that it was not his object 
to give an exclusive preference to voluntary 

| offers, but to give them a convenient chance 
with the other mode of levy proposed by 
the bill. As to the comparisons made be- 
tween veluntary and compulsory seivice, he 
was surprised that a preference should have 
; been given to the latter in a British assem- 
bly, particularly by his hon. friend on the 
Soother side (Mr. Sheridan), who was, he con- 
fessed, the last man in the world from whom 
he could expect such a sentiment. Indeed, 
were he disposed to lay a trap for a speech 
from his hon. friend, he should have thought 
| no expedient more likely to succeed, than to 
assert that it were better to compel the ser- 
vice of Britons in defence of their country, 
} than to rely on their voluntary exertions. 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that the right hon, 
gent seemed, indeed, to intend his allusion 
to him as a trap for a speech; but if so, he 
should be disappointed, for he would simply 
| say, that all he meant iv. his former observa- 
lions was this, that we should not deceive 
ourselvees as to the effect’ of voluntary xeal, 
hot doubting, however, that the zeal of the 
people would be amply sufficient for the 
protection of the country, provided they had 
; dn adequate impression of their danger. 
The Chancellor of thé Exchequer observed, 
that though much advantage, no doubt, had 
‘risen from the discussion, and many useful 
‘ights were thrown upon the subject, yet he 
Wished to remind the Committee, that no 
Progress whatever was made in the bill. He 
expressed, therefore, his sincere wish that 
tne Committee would proceed to the clauses 
o! the bill, and give them such amendments 
#8 appeared necessary ; after which the bill, 
a is amended shape, would be printed, and 
sae “iscussion might then take: place upon 
‘© principle; and the. bill, if necessary,’ be 
Fecommitted for farther consideration, 

Goneral Gascoyne, in reférence to what 
thre at the preferable service of 
Nar anata observed, that it was the pecu- 

cteristic of the British armies, to 

Roige S eritirely composed of volunteers. 
kitaigee eee to the time-allowed to 
*§ tor makiog the returns of tlic lists. 
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Instead of ten days for leaving sach lists, he 
proposed seven days, which amendment was 
agreed to. —He also proposed that instead of 
seven days, which were allowed to the oc- 
cupiers of houses, &c, to make a return of 
their inmates, the words two days should be 
substituted. ‘This amendment was also 
agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan objected to the exemption 
of persons who are now serving in the militia 
by substitute. He said he saw no reason 
whatever for such exemptions, and the per- 
son so serving ought not to be sheltered trom 
the service undcr the present bill, because he 
had skuiked out of personal service on ano- 
ther occasion. Ile was the less entitled to 
exemption also, tor having by his money ta- 
ken away aman as a substitute, who would 
now, if not so employed, be liable to serve 
at all all events on the present occasion. 

Mr. Pitt agreed in opinion with the hon, 
gent. who spoke last, and thought that per- 
sons serving by substitute in the militia, 
ought not to be exempt, unless they went te 
serve in person in the milida, and returned 
the substitute to fill up the present service. 

The Seeretary at War said, the principle 
of the militia laws formed a contract, which 
was certainly in favour of these persons 
being exempted, and in a measure of this 
kind, he thought the Honse would do well 
not too press too far; though he allowed 
many persons would thereby be exempted, 
he thought they ought not to cut too close 
on persons who have already paid a sum of 
money for asubstitute, which perhaps they 
could very 11 spare. 

Mr, /Vindham thought this was a new 
service, and the contract alluded to in the 
other instance did not extend to it. 

The Attorney General was of the same 
opinion with the Sec. at War, and consi- 
dered this as acontract which ought to be 
kept to ; this was not to be considered as 
the case of a gentleman, to whom 251. or 
301. may be nothing: but it is more likely 
to be a person who has mortgaged his 
house or property to raise the money ; and 
in doing so, he thought he was entitled to 
be exempted in all respects the same as if 
he had served in. person. 

Mr. Pitt supported his former opinion, and 
thought it no burden on any person, but only 
that it enablec him to instruct himself in the 
use of arms, for the purpose of defending 
his familly, his property, and his country. 

The Chanecllor of the Exchequer said, he 
felt this to be a question of expediency, and 
conceived we should not violate any prinei- 
ple of good faith; for at the time they found 
subststutes, they had no more this measure 
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in contemplation than his Majesty's ministers 
bad. 

Mr. Tierney was of the same opinion as 
the Attorney General, and thought the ex- 
emption ought to stand good. 

Mr. /¥. Smith said, an armed multitude, 
without knowing the use of arms, was no 
more than a vast number of men drawn out 
for slaughter. Government was, theretore, 
doing a service to every one by having him 
instructed in the use of arms ; and he was, 
therefore, against the exemption. 

Mr. P. Carew thought those who are now 
serving by snbstitute, at least, ought to be 
put into the fourth class under the present 
bill. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, the militia law 
gave a man the power either to serve in per- 
son or by substitute. When the question of 
the army of reserve was before the House, 
the exception was made; but the present 
measure is so different in its nature and 
charactet, there can be no comparison. 

On the question being put, the exemp- 
tion was done away ; and persons now serving 
by substitute are liable to the present mea- 
sure, 

On the clause being read which went to 
reguiate the days and hours on which the 
first class are to be exercised and trained to 
arms, it was mentioned from the 25th March 
to the 25th Dec. 

Mr. Pit rose, and said, that this was a 
part of the bill to which he wished particu- 
Jarly to call the attention of the House. The 
great object of the present measure was to 
obtain, with as much celerity as possible, a 
very large mass of the people, so well in- 
structed in the use of arms, as that in case of a 
great emergency, and anactual invasion, they 
might to be able to march against and fight 
the enemy with effect. It was of the utmost 
importance, therefore, that this instruction 
and training should be gained in as short a 
time as possible, for there could be no 
doubt but the enemy, active and vigilant as 
he was on all occasions, would use every 
effort to carry his insolent design of invading 
us, before we can take all the means in our 
power to repel his attacks, ‘The season of 
the year best adapted for his succeeding in 
such a design, was that in which long nights, 
and the stormy weather incident to the sea- 
son, might enable him, from our cruizers 
being blown off their stations, to push over 


‘his forces before they could return to them 


again. It is, therefore, highly necessary 
that we should be as speedy in advancing 
this measure as possible; and when it 
shall be once brought into a state of for- 
wardness, he should believe that it would be 
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a means of making our insolent foe, with all 
his mighty vaunts, pause before he ventured 
on so rash a step as that of attaking us e 
our shores. If, however, that haughty foe 
should be so daring, he (Mr, Pitt) had no 
doubt but his attempt would end in discom. 
fiture and disgrace ; and that our brave 
countrymen would, by that discomfiture. 
give a glorious example to all Europe of 
what may be achieved by a gallant and 
courageous people, who are determined to 
live free or die, A French army beaten and 
discomfited, and driven back to their owy 
coasts with disgrace, might also have the 
great effect of rousing the powers of Europe 
from that state of apathy and lethargy in 
which they have for some time past becn sunk, 
and might also awaken in the French people 
themselves sentiments of resentment and in- 
dignation, which would make our haughty 
foe severely repent the temerity and ins- 
lence of his attempt. He therefore hoped 
that all descriptions of persons would cler- 
fully give up their time to so important 2 
purpose, and that even ovr harvest should 
be in some measure delayed, rather than this 
measure should not be forwarded. The 
landholder, the great farmer, and the little 
farmer, should all now consider that the first 
of our care should be to secure the grain that 
is now in the ground for its true and real 
owners, and prevent it from becoming pos- 
sessed by spoilers and invaders, He would, 
therefore, take the liberty to propose some 
amendments, and that instead of ove day in 
a week (Sunday), should be substituted one 
or more days: and _ that such a number ot 
days should be allotted for that purpose, 451" 
the opinions of military men would be sufli- 
cient to attain that degree of training % 
would enable them to act immediately 
with effect ; for, instance, two or three days 
in a week, or so many days successively, . 
periods of small distance, as should make 
up twenty days at the least, and not more 
than thirty. He thought no persons whe 
considered the danger of our present situa 
tion would object to this, which could an 
fail to be attended with the most benefici 
effects, and which, in its result, may 0% 
for ever, in a great degree, the fature 
tinies of England and the world, 

After a very long conversat 
agreed that the daya for drilling s 
Sunday, or any other conyenicnt 
the week. 

A conversation of considerable eos 
took place on that clause by which t a a 
were to be exercised on ig too, 
strongly objected to by Mr. By 0c, 
Mr. Wilberforce, and Mr. W. smi 
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Maitland, Sir William Erskine, and Mr. 
Grant, that such a thing would be totally 
incompatible with the religious scruples of 
the people of Scotland, who would refuse to 
comply with any act of Parliament that 
enioined them to commit such a breach of 
the Sabbath. 

Mr. Pitt said, he had as tender a regard for 


the religions scruples of individuals as any 


man ; and in a country where the whole of 
the people were nearly of one opinion, as in 


P Scotland, he would never recommend the 


adoption of any such violent and outrageous 


e proceeding as that of forcing them to doa 


thing repugnant to their consciences ; there- 


fore, although the word Sunday might be 


omitted in the bill when applied to Scotland, 
he saw no reason why that should be done 


s with regard to England, where a very small 
| portion of the people comparatively dissent- 


ed from the established Charch ; and not- 
withstanding the reputation many of these 
had for exemplary piety, the truth of which 
he very much doubted, he wished that num- 
For the sake of those few, 
he would not leave out of thé bill a most 
useful provision ; which, so far from being 
inconsistent with the tenets of the Church 
ot kngland, was perfectly conformable to 


them. This was a subject of very great im- 


portance, and it was necessary to impress on 


‘Men's minds, that next to the performance 


of their religious duties, the defence of their 
couitry was a duty of the most sacred and 


indispensable nature ; and he did not see how 


At could be contrary to our established reli- 


gion, for men to devote that short interval 
ot the Sunday, which, after the performance 
of divine service, was usually spent in recre- 
ation, to the object of preparing for their de- 


Fence against an enemy, who would destroy 


the whole of their religion and liberties. He 
‘4s sure no doctrine in the Church of Eng- 
and forbad such a practice ; and he saw no 
yeason why the word Sunday should be omit- 
ed from the bill, because a small number 
. persons might object to exercise on that 
’ y. 
Sir Wm. Curtis wished to know what 
. se gents, who wanted to prevent all train- 
"gon a Sunday, would recommend to be 
one, if the enemy was to land on Sunday ? 
Vould the omnipotent Creator of the world 
offended at our troops being sent out to 
protect us from destruction ? 
e Secretary at War said, that, in con- 
{ence of what had been stated relative to 
»© OmMions of the people of Scotland, he 
ould omit Sunday in the bill with regard to 
m: but with respect to England it must 
felained : a provision being made, at the 
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same time, to enable the lord lieut. to ap- 
point any other convenient day beside Sun- 
day, for the purpose of exercising the men. 
This provision would satisfy the religious 
scruples of persons in England who might 
object to going out on Sunday. He then 
introduced a clause to this effect, which was 
agreed to.—The House then continued de- 
bating on several other clauses of the bill; 
and several other amendments were adopted. 
The bill being gone through, it was order- 


. ed to be reported that day. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, July 21. 
| Minutes. 1—A bill to correct a clerical 


error in the former bill, which had passed, 
relative to allowing. spiritual persons to hold 


‘farms, and to enforce the residerace of. the 


clergy, was brought up by Sir William Scott 
and others, presented, and read a first time. 
—The Karl of Westmorland brought down 
a message from his Majesty, relative to the 
present situation of the House of Orange. 
(see Commons).—-Ordered to be taken into 
consideration on Monday. 

[WooLtLen MANUFACTURE, ]—The or- 
der of the day for going into a Committee 
of the whole House upon a bill intituled 


* An act to suspend, until the Ist day of 


July, 1804, proceedings in actions, prosecu- 
tions, and proceedings under certain acts, 
relating to the woollen manufacture, aud 
also under an act of the reign of Elizabeth, 
so far as the same relates to certain persons 
employed or concerned in the same manu- 
facture,” having been read, 

Mr. Fielding came to the baras counsel for 
the journeymen weavers, and said, that if 
that gigantic measure of the bill, to sweep 
away all the existing statutes, had been per- 
sisted in, his clients would have been ina 
deplorable situation indeed, as they would 
have been deprived of all the protection those 
statutes extended to them; but their lord- 
ships having their attention called at present 
to a short bill of suspension, he would not 
add to their fatigue, by a long occupation of 
their time. He then confined himself to 
two single points, imploring their lordships 
so to frame the bill in the Committee, as ta 
take care that a provision should be inserted 
to prevent the introduction of any new ma- 
chinery during the period of the suspension, 
and the other to secure the petitioners all the 
benefits of the act of Elizabeth, respecting 
apprentices. 

The Lord Chancellor said, the title of this 
bili stated that itwasan act to suspend, for a 
given time, proceedings in actions, prosecu- 
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tions, &c. &c. and that in fact ought to be | by the ancient: statute, than the fecit 


the «ole principle of the bill; but the first 
clause went far beyond the reach of the ti- 
tle, and actually proceeded to suspend the 
operation of she various acts themselves, 
upon which such actions and prosecutions 
had been founded. The Legislature could 
never, he conceived, mean to go that length, 
and therefore he should move in the Com- 
mittee, such amendments as should confine 
the bill to what ought to be purely its princi- 
ple, viz. a bill of suspension of the actions 
and prosecutions already commenced. His 
Jordsbip said, that the necessity of passing 
some.bill arose from the Commons having 
sent up to that House another bill, which 
was a bill of great magnitude and impor- 
tance, and which it was impossible for that 
House, at so advanced a period of the ses- 
sion, to give that due consideration and at-. 
tention to which so large and comprehensive 
a matter as that bill went to, absolutely re- 
quired, That a number of provisions in the 
old statutes stood in need of revision, no man 
could deny: many of the regulations con- 
tained in those laws were actually impracti- 
cable, and inflicted penalties on the woollen 
manufacturers for not doing what, from the 
change of circumstances, it was at this time 
of day impossible for them to perform. 
From such provisions, accompanied with 
penalties, they ought to be relieved ; but it 
was one thing” to grant necessary relief, and 
another to go the length. of sweeping away 
at once all the statutes, and all the: various 
regulations they contained. Many of those 
regulations were still useful and fit to be re- 
served. At any rate it was incumbent upon 
their lordships to be enabled to judge for 
themselves, upon the policy of so important 
a change in the law, before they decided 
upon it, The Commons had>sent them a 
copy of the evidence that had been adduced 
before their Committee upon the bill, but 
their lordships could not admit that as evi- 
dence, they must go into the examination of 
witnesses themselves, and a great deal of 
examination would be absolately necessary. 
{t being, therefore, impossible to proceed 
With the other bill, they were necessarily 
driven to the present bill of suspension ; but 
although they agreed to suspend existing ac- 
tions and prosecutions, till Parliament could 
_ have duly considered the subject, they ought 
to leave the old statute entire and untouched ; 
indeed, that was the only regular and parlia- 
_Mentary course of proeceding. With regard 
“to what had been said of the introduction of 


machinery inthe interim, and during the’ 


, Suspension, great doubts had been entertain- 
ed whether gig-mills were farther affected 
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the clauses in that bill stated; and jt had 


been replied by some of the learned lawyers 
heard at the bar, that they were not. But 
it any clause was meant to be moved for ins 
sertion in the present bill, it ovghy to bs 
drawn with great caution, and so framed, 
that it should not go one atom beyond jts 
real object, because if it did, it might raise 
additional doubts and difficulties, and inter. 
fere with the use of gig-mills in the manu. 
factory of woollen cloth, for such Purposes 
as were not only not injurious to the manu. 
facture, but highly useful, and had been 
habitually in practice for many year, 
With respect to the taking apprentices, un. 
der the act of Elizabeth, his own idea was, 
that that statute, like all the otliers, should 
be left as it was during the continuance of 
the suspension. ‘The practice ought for the 


present to go on as usual, where the maiu- 


facturer either took apprentices, or what 
was as good as apprentices, bred up boys for 
seven years to the business, in the nature of 
apprentices. His lordship made some other 
observations, and then moved first, that the 
consideration of the preamble, and nexi, 
that the whole of the first clause be omitted, 
His lordship afterwards moved a great van- 
ety of amendments in the bill ; among 
others, that the words ‘ 1803” be omitted 
in the title, and the words “ 1804” be it 
serted. At Jength having gone through tie 
bill, the House was resumed. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, July 21. 


[Minutes.]—A message from the Lon 
announced their having agreed to the Gre- 
nada Joan and some private bills. —Toe clergy 
farming and residence amendment bill, * 
read a third time and passed.—The Chathaa 
chest transfer bill was read a third time “ 
passed.—Lord Hawkesbury theo appeai” 
at the bar, and delivered to the follow 
effect, a message from his Majesty.—— 
G. R. “ His Majesty having taken ye 
*< consideration the present situation “7 
<¢ illustrious House of Orange, the bon vr 
« alliance and affinity between him oat! 
‘ illustrious family, the important ae 
it has rendered to this country 0? ae Bs 
© occasions, and the losses 1 eset b 
“ the course of the late war, parsers” 
«€ these circumstances to the attention” 
‘ faithful Commons, trasting that thes 
« enable nim to make such pecuniary > a 
* ance, to that illystrious ay asics | 
oh i nted by its present situs 
#6 the jasties sf this country. ——is 
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be referred to a Committtee of supply, which 
Bheing agreed to, his lordship gave notice, 
shat on “Monday next he should submit a 
motion on that subject to the House.—On 
Bthe question for ¢ mmmitting the volunteer 
Horns bill, ic was ordered, on the motion .of 
Ar Ormsby, that it be an instruction to the 
i mmiitec to receive a clause to subject ser- 
Reauts, drummers, trumpeters, &c. in volun- 
eer corps in Irel ind to martial law.—In the 
‘onmttee on the bill, the Sec, at War pro- 
sed some clauses; one of which was, that 
Bolunteers should in case of invasion be 
ompelled to march where ‘they shou'd be 
rdered; and another was, for settling the 
bok of the officers. Agreed to.—The Ha- 
sas Corpus extension bill was read a se- 
Ona tine, 
p(Lorp AMHERST’S GRANT. ]—The Chan- 
lor of the Exchequer, on the order being 
ad tor the House to resolve itself into a 
pmmittee to consider of the grant of crown 
ads made to the late Lord Amherst, and 
js successors in the province of Canada, 
hoved, that an abstract of the proceedings 
council, relative to that grant, be referred 
the said committee, which was agreed to, 
—The House then resolved itself into the 
Dmmitice, Mr. Alexander in the chair. 
The Chancellor of the Excheguer said, that 
be proposition he bad to submit was found- 
B upon the message the committee had 
bw to consider of. It would be unneces- 
ry for him to dwell on the distinguished 
tvices of the late Lord Amberst, and it 
ould be sufficient for him to observe, that 
was to his meritorions services, and those 
the late Gen. Wolfe, that we were in- 
Ebied for the valuable annexation of Cana- 
io the Crown of Great Britain, It would 
very superfluous to attempt a detail of 
Ose ¢lorious exertions to persons at all con- 
sant in the history of this country; it 
ONNI suffice to say, that his Majesty was 
“10 to reward and did reward those ser- 
“s, by a grant to Lord Amherst of certain 
Wa lands, situated in the province which 
“Seen conquered by his valour, When 
f'aut was submitted to the Crown law- 
10 America, a number of considerations 


‘ 








ynt serv poed obstacles to the execution of the 
on so me ‘i It was observed, that the lands were 
sustained Y granted te furnish his Lordship with an 
ecommess , ty Of 2501. whereas, by the grant, he 
ention ae . right to demand the possession of the 
jat they pores though subject to account to the pub- 
nary 20° )., ¢ Femainder of the produce, after 
, aso “cuction of the annuity. The ground 
puatiods ial Fig an of a million of acres, was ca- 

— 4 vey great improvement, for, the 
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Hawkesbury then moved, that the message | equal benefit of the colony and of the reve- 


nue; and, afier these improvements had 
been made, should Lord Amberst*lay claim 
and make good his title to the whole, the 
fortune arising from it would be too enor- 
mous for any subject of this country to pos- 
sess. In consequence of these difficulties, 
Lord Amber-i failed in his applications for 
the reward of his services, and remained till 
his death in expectation of being enabled to 
avail himself of the favour of his Sovercign. 

As the first fortune, then, to which preten- 

sions may be made, was thought too exorbi- 
tant, and much more than could have been 

originally intended, the properest way seems 

to be, for the House to commute it for an 

annuity, commensurate with the amount of 
the grant originally proposed, But as it 

should be considered, that his lordship and 

his representatives had been deprived of the 

benefit of the grant for these 40 years past, 

the amount of the annuity should be fixed, 
with a view to that circumstance. He con- 
claded with moving a resolution. That it 
is the opinion of this Commitee, that there 
be granted to his Majesty, out of the conso- 
lidated fand, the annual sum of 30001. as a 
compensation to the representatives of the 
late Jeffery Lord Amherst, to begin from the 
5th of July, 1803.” 

Mr. Courtenay bore ample testimony to 
the high character and honour of Lord Am- 
herst, of whose eminent services no person 
could be more sensible than he was, He had 
many opportunities, while he was in an offis 
cial situation, of observing on his conduct, 
and never knew a man in his life who was 
less actuated by any thing like selfishness or 
personal consideration. Indeed, he lament- 
ed to find that his lordship had, till the time 
of his death, good reason to complain that 
his services had not been rewarded. He now 
rejoiced to find that his representatives had 
been more successful, but he could not ap- 
prove of the intended commutation. The 
reason why justice had been so long delayed, 
had never yet been satisfactorily explained, 
for he knew himself that the former Lord 
Amherst presented numerous petitions, 
which had been sent to the law officers in 
Canada, and by them referred back again. 
The revenue disliked making this perpetual 
charge upon the consolidated fund, which 
had in it nothing similar to the original grant, 
and, whatever may be the fate of Canada, 
would remain for ever chargeable upon the 
public. He conceived it would be much 
better to let the annuity intended for th 
Amherst family, come from the reven 
the lands themselves. 

Mr. Canning observed, that ash, 

tO | *. 
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agreed respecting the merits and important 
services of the late Lord Amherst, the only 
difference of opinion that could arise was on 
the question, would the public consent to 
purchase the grant of lands tor the proposed 
annuity? Upon this subject he had no hesi- 
tation. He would not reduce the noble lord, 
the present representative, to the necessity 
of becoming an accountant for the produce 
of these lands over and above the grants, but 
should prefer this annuity as the mode most 
convenient to his lordship, and beneficial to 
the public. 

Sir [V. Dolben was in favour of the an- 
nuity, as he thought the dignity of the 
peerage, and the services of the late Lord 
Amherst, required that any representative of 
his, having a seat in the other House, should 
be secured in an income of 30001. a-year for 
ever. 

Mr. Courtenay said, that if this grant 
should, as proposed, be commuted for a pen- 
sion, he hoped, that the House had reason to 
expect, that the same lands would not be 
granted away again The resolution was 
then agreed to, and the report was ordered 
to be received the next day, 


[NorTHERN LIGHTS.]——The House 
having resolved into a Committee on the re- 
port respecting the northern lights, 

Sir WV Pulteney moved a resolution for 
jmposing duties to support the establishment 
of a light-house on the Black Reck in the 
north-western coast of Scotland. What he 
proposed, he said, was a mere trifle, being 
no more than 3d. per ton on every ship that 


passed and entered any of the ports of Scot-+ 


Jand, allowing an indemnity to vessels em- 
ployed on the Greealand whale fishery ; 
which was agreed to, and ordered to be re- 
ported the next day. 


{(NaTionaL peFrence.}—The Sec. ai 
War moved the order of the day, for the 
House to resolve itself into a Committee on 
the bill for the general defence of the coun- 
try; and on the question for the Speaker's 
leaving the chair, ° CMF Sit 
The Marquis of Titchfeld called the atten- 
tion of the House to a circumstance upon 
which many gentlemen considered their cha- 
racter and honour to be involved. On a late 
occasion, when he happened not to be present 
in the House, he understood that the right 
Hon. gent. (the Sec. at War) had said, speak- 
ing of the deficiencies in the numbers of the 
wnilitia, that there was a scandalous and dis- 
creditable neglect in the enrolment of the 
regiments in the counties of Middlesex and 
Surrey, and that it was owing to the miscon- 
duct Of those who were appointed to carry 


s 
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the measure into effect. So far, the Mar. 
quis said, was this from being the case, that 
it entirely proceeded from the difficulty. 4s 
far as regarded the Middlesex militia, at 
least from the great difficulty of finding per. 
sons in this metropolis suited to that service. 
So sensible was he of this circumstance from 
former experience, that previously to the mi- 
litia being ballotted, he had himself told the 
right hon. Sec. that the general laws of the 
militia system were quite inapplicable to the 
metropolis. He hoped ,the right hon, cent, 
would have the goodness to explain the 
ground upon whith he made that statement, 
in order that, if well-founded, his Majesty 
might appoint persons better qualified than 
those that were now employed. He assured 
the House that he felt so much reluctance to 
address them, that if his own character only, 
as Lord Lieut. of this county, was at stake 
or implicated, he should feel rather disposed 
to pass it over in silence, but he could not 
act in the same way, feeling as he did for 
the honour and character of others. Ile 
conceived the public interest to require the 
explanation he requested, as nothing, he 
thought, could be more injurious to the pod: 
lic service than undeservedly to hurt and 
wound the feelings of an honest and met 
torious set of gentlemen, 

The Sec. at War expressed his regret # 
its having been believed that the expres! 
of his, thus alluded to, was meant to cont) 
any reflections on the characters of the 0 
ble Lords Lieutenants of the two count 
He certainly did, and was well-founded 3 
saying, that there were great frauds and m* 
management in the militia departmen’ ® 
the two counties of Middlesex and Sark: 
but he could never mean to impute be 
frauds to the Lords Lieutenants, oF a 
who were higher in office. He recolittl” 
very well, that the noble marquis eye 
ed to him some time since, that OY ale 
laws in force were not applicable to - a 
sex. He then thought the noble lord » 
taken in that opinion, and wos J 
remedy might be found in putting © | 

TR *) that he found his 
a new regulation ; but in that 5 ¢ Middle 
self disappointed, for the militia © mye 
sex were then no better raised than : t 
been before. 1t was evident, therefo™ 
some other measure became necessar) ; 
it was not within the exclusive dee i 
of the Secretary at war, nor ti 
likely to prove effectual, unless bie 
conjunction with the lord ss 
others. 13 that 
’ The Marquis of Titebfield replied, 7 
explanation was satisfactory, he wat mad 
garded himself personally, but 
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the Mar. ‘pore solicitous to ease the wounded feelings 
case, that of the deputy Lieutenants. 
culty, as The House then resolved itself into the 


militia, a 
nding per 

lat service, 
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Committee, in which a variety of clauses 
ere introduced. Among others was a 
lause for exempting the Judges of England 
fend Scotland from the operation of the act. 
The Secretary at War proposed a clause 
to the effect, that the persons comprized 
in the first class, who engaged to serve as 
oluateers, should be bound to march in case 
bf invasion; and that all persons comprized 
ip the other classes should remain, and con- 
nue to exercise, in the parishes till further 
rders. This clause was agreed to. 

The next clause was, that if his Majesty 

rdered out any part of the subsequent clas- 
3, that it should be chosen by ballot. 
Mr. IV. Smith said, it would be more ad- 
antageous to have the ballot beforehand, 
an at the moment the men might be 
anted, 
Mr. Pitt suggested, that it was not pos- 
bie that any more would be required to go 
tof the country, than those who were con- 
ined in the first class, 
The Secretary at War said, the details as 
b the number and description of the men to 
drawn out ought to be left to his Majesty. 
was certain that the persons in the first 
ass would be the first to assemble; but it 
as necessary to provide for a case which, 
a ee to happen, might happen. 

Ne next clause was for training the men 
21 days at farthest, and not less than 14 
ys till the 25th of December next. 

Colonel Wood wished, that men should be 
mined all the year round, as there was no 
bowing how long the alarm might last. 

: Mr. Put said, the object was, that the 20 
Pigs should take place as early as 
ithe be Magy x 14 days would be 
88 it Was meant to be in addi- 

a oe Sandeye. He thought it was not 
, ain any number equal to the 
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ble “yr *t class in the course of the present year. 
? g “to be much better to leave it to his 
mB and it The Sc , . 

e ui his ecretary at War observed, that it was 
ia of - + bil ™ Majesty's discretion to give directions 
than | ° the period of training, In 14 days a 


heretore; 
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might learn all that was sufficient. It 
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ties of two hours ata time only 
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1756, which, consisting of raw recruits, in 
three weeks learnt its exercise, and was able 
to fire in platoons as well as the most expe- 
rienced regiment ; he saw it afterwards em- 
bark for America. He mentioned this to 
shew that 21 days were sufficient to learn 
people the use of arms. He often saw old 
regiments maneuvring, looking to the right 
and left, and figuring in and out like school- 
misses with French dancing masters, while 
young recruits, with very little instruction, 
became effective soldiers. If this bill was 
essentially carried into effect, it would make 
every man able to face the enemy. 

The Secretary at War then brought up a 
clause, enacting, that persons earning their 
livelihood by daily labour should be paid 1s. 
for every day's attendance; and that the 
same should be reimbursed by the overseers 
of the poor, who should be reimbursed every 
month by the receiver-general, under the 
order of two justices of the peace. 

Sir IV. Pulteney thought this clause would 
be ruinous to the whole system. If such a 


principle of remuneration was once begun, it — 


could not be withdrawn. He was therefore 
averse to there being any payment at all, He 
wished that people should come forth to ex 
ercise after their hours of labour were over. 
He recollected, that when the French fleet 
in the Channel were superior to ours, and 
there was a fear of invasion, the people ex- 
ercised after their labour was over, and all 
they received was two-pence to drink. It 
was a proposition destructive of the whole 
system, for he was well persuaded the money 
must eventually come out of the public purse. 
He hoped the Committee would not listen 
for one moment to it, 

Mr. Pitt said, he considered the adoption 
of the clause-necessary to render the bill ef- 
ficient for the present purposes of it. He 
did not mean to say, that men were to be 
paid when they were not taken from their 
labour, He had no wish that they should 
be remunerated for exercising on a Sunday. 
Referring to the employing of the people 


during the approaching hay and corn harvest, 


he was sure they could not devote themselves 
to 21 days exercise without taking so much 
time from their labour. Ina future year, 
the payment proposed might be regulated, 
but at present it was a proposition of indis« 
pensible necessity. 

Sir W. Pulteney said, that if such a pre- 
cedent was laid down, it never could be de« 
parted from. We ought to make a struggle 
to avoid paying any thing; the service should 
be entirely voluntary. 

Lord Castlereagh said, he partly felt the 
force of the objection, With regard to Sun- © 

*Q2 1. 
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man, ‘after such labour, coc! 
with any degree of sp’ 
aken. 

Mr. Courtency observed, that those «rho 
were adverse to the clause, seemed to think 
that virtue was its own reward; but he be- 
lieved men who rose at four o'clock, and 
worked all day, would have very littie in- 
clination to exercise for two hours efter- 
wards, merely front a spirit of patriotism. 
When he Iddked up to the higher ranks, he 

| did not perceive that they were fond of 
working gratuitously for the public. Mach 
importance seemed to be attached to this 
splendid shijling. He thought it was a pro- 

per encouragement to men to give up their 
time. It was not very light labour, atter an 
hard day's work, to handle a firelock for a 
couple of hours; and he was persuaded, if 

the hon. baronet tried his hand at it, he 
would not thick himself very wel! paid at 
receiving only a shilling. It had been men- 
tioned, that the people who exercised them- 
séives upon an 2larm of invasion, had re- 
ceived only two-pence; now. he recollected 
having read in the works of General Monk, 

that when men were lead on to dangerous 
enterprizes, it was necessary to give them a 

pot of beer. »General Monk was a man of 
experience, and as he had said in his time, 
that every man, in a service of danger or 
trouble, should have a pot of beer, surely it 
_— we. Sot too much to say, that they should 
> Have a shilling to drink the King’s 
MN, and'success to Old England. ‘The 
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Mr. IV. Srité said, he wished that the 


system of training micht extend to 1.000. 00 
- _ * > 
au fl ners, 2 ¢ « 
paying them 2 si 


ibour was already rising im the cocn‘y, 
but this p!an would tend to make it rise stl 
more; for if a man could get a shi'ling for 
exercising two hours, he would be apt tc 
compare that remuneration with the prod ot 
his whole day’s labour. — The clause w2s 
agre ed to. 

The Sverctary at War then proposed 3 


clause, impowering sheriffs of counties to 
7? 
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summon juries to ascertain the value of pro- 
perty sppropriated to the public service, © 


fo 
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cases where the owners should be dissatisied 
with the compensation allowed by the io 
lieutenants. The last clause proposee % 
the Sec. at War, was the schedule containi9g 
the forts of the muster-roll. A 

Mr. Tyrwhitt brought up a clause giv 
the same powers to the lord warden and a 
puty warden of the Stanoparies, as to ee 
lientenants and deputy lieatenants: an¢ > 
ancther clause endowing them with “* 
same military cormsmand in the stapnanes ® 
lords and deputy lieutenants in the coonb™ 
—The House resumed, and the report pi 
received and ordered to be taken inte fer 


consideration the next day. 


[Tax on Propssty.}—The order of 
day was moved for the House- to bill 
itself into a Commitiee on the prope ied, 

The Chancellor of the eng tf 
the Committee would approve © ie hed # 
rangement he meant to propose. 1°". 
great number of clauses to 
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exorbitant tolls. He had reason to expect 
that these coanties wou!d have preséhted 
similar petitions, otherwise he would have 
brought forward the subject at a mach ear- 
lier period ; at this late hour of the session 
he should th-refore only give notice of his 
intention to submit to the House some pro- 
position on the subject early in the next 
session, if in the interim some measures 

should not be adopted by which those exor- 

bitant tolis could be reduced ; preparatory to 
which he thought it necessary to move, 
“ that there be iaid before the House an ac- 

count of the manner in which the sum of 
<00,000!. granted by the last Parliament of 
Ireland for promoting the inland navigat ion 
of that country, had been disposed of.’ 

Mr. Corry observed, that it was the inten- 
tien of the lord lieutenant of Ireland to lay 
before the House the fullest information on 
the sabject alluded to in the hon. gen: !eman's 
motion, 
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Dent presented a petition on behalf of the 
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Committee to consider so much of his Mae 
jesty” as relates to the accommodae 
tion to be afforded to merchants. Previous 
to the House resol lving its elf into the Com- 
mittee, he nove 4, «< that @ copy of the se- 
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eft the chair, 
observed, that in movr- 
ing to have the report he had alluded to laid 
be:ore the present Committee, his wish was 
to shew that the pien be should now bring 
forward was grounded on that proposed and 
recommended by that Committee.” Its ob- 
ject principally would be to adopt some ia- 
termediate system between that of free ports 
and the system of drawbacks. What he 
should have the honour ta propose would, 

in his opinion, remove many of the incon- 
veniences to which merchants and the re- 
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at the pleasure and discretion of the own- 
ers to export them. Hence a variety of 
frauds might arise on the revenue. It was 
therefore scarcely possible that this system 
could be foilowed without limitation or con- 
trol, The inconveniences of the other sys- 
tem were obvious, they affected individuals 
and the revenue. It was therefore desirous 
to adopt an intermediate system that might, 
as far as possible, steer clear of the disad- 
vantages which attended the other two—a 
system which would guard against frauds 
on the revenue, while it affoided accom. 
modation to mercantile transactions; a sys- 
tem that would protect the public revenue, 
without resorting to a rigour that was un- 
congenial to the spirit of our free constitu- 
tion. Of the system he had in view, the 
country had already some experience, 
when two years ago it was applied to the 
articles of sugar, coffee, wine, &c. It 
then proved beueficial to the merchant, 
without injuring in any degree the public 
revenue. That experience afforded en- 
couragement to extend the operaticn of this 
system, while the most perfect security 
would be aftorded, both to the revenue 
and to the articles to which it would apply. 
These articles might be comprehended un- 
der five heads, and classed according to 
them in the bill. Under the first head 
would be comprised all articles of West- 
India produce ; the second would com- 
prehend tobacco, wine, brandy, &c. the 
third heavy and bulky articles, liable 
to pay a small duty; the fourth, such arti- 
cles as required peculiar caution and care ; 
the fifih, drugs, ingredients for dying, &c. 
which pay heavy duties: the whole to be 
deposited in warehouses approved of by 
government, and placed under the inspection 
of custom house officers. Some articles would 
be committed to the care of the proprietors, 
upon their first entering into a bond to se- 
cure the payment of the duties; and in all 
other cases where the articles to be ware- 
housed required no particular attention, 
they must be deposited in the warehouses 
appointed by government, and placed un- 
der the superintendance of custom-house 
officers. Such a distinction the Committee 
would, no doubt, feel the necessity of. To 
the principle of this measure he could not 
imagine there would be started any objec- 
tion ; at least he did not think that a mode 
could be devised less liable to objection. In 
framing the measure, every source was ap- 
plied to from which information could be 
derived. The most intelligent merchants 
had been consulted, and the opinion of the 
Revenue Board and the Board of ‘Trade had 





been taken upon it. These propositions ne. 
cessdrily required much time and labour 
and therefore prevented him from being able 
to bring forward the measure as early as he 
expected. The bill would, in the first in. 
stance, confine the benefits it held out to 
the city of London and the West-India 
Docks; but it would vest a power in the 
Privy Council to extend the licence to other 
ports on certain conditions. The licence 
would be granted only to such ports as car- 
ried on trade in the articles already enume- 
rated to a just and reasonable extent, and 
which had docks, wharfs, &c. to afford the 
requisite accommodations for landing and 
warehousing such goods with security to the 
owners and to the revenue: From this 
power and discretion given to the Privy 
Council, no undue partiality or favour could 
bé apprehended. The Privy Council would 
act under the inspection of Parliament, and 
any other check or guard, that could be sug- 
gested, for preventing any undue partiality, 
he should cheerfully attend to. Under these 
lrmitations and checks, it wotild be compe- 
tent for the Privy Council to grant licences ; 
nor shall it be necessary that the port solicits 
ing such licence should trade in all the 
above mentioned articles. ‘To trade in some 
of them to any considerable extent would 
be sufficient. Indeed, it may become ne- 
cessary to extend the advantages of the bill 
to many articles which have not been enu- 
merated. But the Lords of the Treasury 
have not the power of making such an ex- 
tension without the previous approbation of 
the Revenue Board, and the subsequent 
sanction of the Privy Council. Neither 
should any extension to other articles affect 
the accommodation that has already been 
granted to some merchants in some particu- 
lar articles: that accommodation will re- 
main as before. Should the principle be not 
objected to, as he ventured to hope it would 
not, he trusted the House would allow the 
bill to be brought in immediately: what ob- 
jections might be urged against it would 
come best in the Committee. He hoped, 
therefore, the bill might be permitted to pass 
as rapidly as possible through its first stages 5 
that it might then be printed ; and after the 
interval of a few days, to be again considered 
and discussed. By limiting the bill in the first 
instance to the port of London, a variety © 
useless questions and discussions would 
obviated, which would naturally be indulged 
in by those gentlemen who were more pat 
ticularly connected with other ports; but 
that limitation would be no obstacle to ¢x- 
tending the benefit of the bill to those ports 
also, where it should appear that they po 
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sessed the claims requisite for obtaining that 
indulgence. The right hon. gent. concluded 
with moving, that it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that it is expedient to permit 
certain goods to be warehoused without pay- 
ing the duties. 

General Gascoyne did not rise, to oppose 
the measure, as the right hon. gent. seemed 
toexpect. On the contrary, he approved 
of it highly as far asit went. He was only 
sorry that it had not been brought forward 
somewhat sooner, and he feared that some 
alarm might arise from applying it exclu- 
sively to the port of London. Something 
of that alarm did exist in his mind, but 
came rather from the apprehensions of those 
who might be affected by the measure, than 
from any opinion he entertained that it would 
operate to their prejudice. He trusted suf- 
ficient time would be allowed for the par- 
ties whom it may concern maturely to exa- 
mine it. Until the out ports were ac- 
quainted with the nature and tendency of 
the bill, he should with-hold any observation 
upon it. 

Sir Veliiam Elford anxiously hoped that 
the benefit of the bill would be extended as 
fairly and as generally as possible, and that 
even the appearance of partiality might be 
studiously avoided ; it would benefit not only 
the public, but also individuals, whom it 
would enable to extend their capital : all he 
should now ask was, whether government was 
to furnish the warehouses to which the pri- 
vilege was to be granted, or whether they 
were to be provided by the individuals who 
solicited the indulgence ? 

Mr. Vansitiart observed, that individials 
were to farnish the warehouses, which should 
be approved of by government. 

Mr. Hutchinson was anxious to know if 
the benefit of the bill might not be extended 
to Ireland ? , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
government did not intend that the bill 
should now extend to Ireland. Before it 
could be extended to Ireland, much investi- 
gation must take place, and much informa- 
tion be obtained, respecting the particular 
trade of the ports of Ireland. He felt with 
the hon. gent. how desitous it was to com- 
municate these commercial advantages to 
Ireland ; but he could not, for the reasons 
he already alluded to, now attempt to ex- 
tend the bill to that part of the united em- 
pire. 2's 

Mr. Vansittart reminded the hon. gent. 
that his right hon. friend (Mr. Corry) had 
already given notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a similar bill for Ireland.—The 
question was then put and agreed to; and 
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the House being resumed, the report was 
brought up, the resolution agreed to, and the 
bill ordered pursuant to the same. 

[Derence OF THE CoUNTRY.|—The Ge- 
neral Defence Bill was read a third time; 
after which the following clauses were 
brought up: a clause allowing persons who 
had more than one place of residence, to be 
enrolled in which they should prefer; a 
clause providing, that in case persons en- 
rolled should, during the hours of training, 
misconduct themselves, they shovld be im- 
prisoned a week, or fined five shillings; and 
a clause reserving the rights of the city of 
London. 

Mr. Alderman Coombe said, he could not 
with-hold his approbation of the respect 
which had been shewn for the charter of 
the city of London, but at the same time he 
hardly thonght such a clause necessary, for 
in his opinion the bill did not tend to invade 
them, or the rights of the citizens. The bill 
did not force them to go to war, but only to 
put themselves in a better state for their own 
defence, in case the necessity for their exer- 
tions occurred. He approved highly of the 
bill, but thought the exemptions it contained 
might be prejudicial. Every man in the 
country ought to go forth when the exercise 
of the King’s prerogative called upon him. 
There ought to be no exemption, but on the 
ground of inability. From one end to the 
other, the city of London were not only 
ready, but anxious to know how they could 
come forward with most effect. If there 
was any apprehension, it arose from, the pro- 
bability of embarrassment, by the myriads 
the city would pour out. In every ward, 
parish, and street, the people were waiting 
with impatience till his Majesty should point 
out the- means of organising their courage.— 
A clause was proposed for allowing those 
whose religious scruples made them averse 
to exercising on a Sunday, soliciting any 
other day, but restraining them from receiv- 
The last clause brought up was 
for granting’ to the Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports the same power as Lords Lieu- 
tenants of counties. —-—A short conversation 
took place relative to the allowance of one 
shilling to persons exercising; after which 
the question was put that the bill should 
pass. 

Colonel Craufurd observed, that he had 
already expressed some strong opinions as to 
the necessity of increasing the numbers of 
the regular army. Those opinions were not 
changed by any thing that had since taken 
place, nor did he mean in the smallest de- 


ee to retract them; on the , he 
felt himself justified in supporting sane 
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But lest he should be supposed to under-raie 
the exertions made by the government for 
the safety of the country, he thought it ne- 
cessary to state, that no man in the House 
felt more than he did the immense impor- 
tance of this bill: he believed government 
never had proposed, or Parliament adopted, 
a measure more calculated to produce the ef- 
fect intended by it. He did not doubt, 
that, if it p'eased God to crowo the efforts of 
the navy with success, so as to prevent the 
invasion tll the period when the bill should 
be carried into effect, it would place the 
country in such an attitude of strength as 
would defy the universe—a state in which, 
should the wholé world attack us, it would 
not be able to conquer us. He attached 
much impertance to the co-operation ovr 
large army would receive from his country- 
men in arms. He had concurred in the wish 
that the whole population of the country 
should be in arms; and, therefore, no man 
ever gaye a vote with greater satisfaction 
than he did on this occasion. But, exclusive 
of the general advantages of arming, he con- 
ceived it was a mere measure attended with 
a moral advantage. The advantage he meant 
was, that it confirmed the truth of the lan- 
guage used by different gentlemen in the 
House. It was that language which had 
produced the effect of arming the country. 
It was the language of this bill that con- 
vinced them they were to be invaded by a 
powerful enemy, roused them to take up 
arms, and proclaim that they would not be 
conquered by all the enemies in the world. 
The, people naturally said, if the danger was 
exaggerated, why have recourse to an army 
of 400,000 men? If we were not ina state 
of comparative weakness with reference to 
France, why increase the regulars by 40,000 
men, and raise an army of 400,000 men? 
Such extraordinary measures justified those 
persons who had been stated to have held 
out desponding language; they had roused 
the people to a sense of their danger. He 
had been much misrepresented; he bad 
been supposed to have held out, that this 
country had no alternative but submission 
to the enemy, and that such arguments had 
been used in order to ground an excuse for 
patching up a dishonourable peace. He 
never entertained an idea of peace with 
France. He thought that, under the cir- 
cumstances. of the times, his Majesty's 
ministers were entitled to the thanks of 
the country for the Treaty of Amiens. 
When they undertook to conduct the af- 
fairs of the kingdom, the crisis was a very 
difficult one, and they had displayed an on- 
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° 
peace they made was the best that could be 
made, . ln any sentiment he had at any time 
expressed, nothing was further from his 
mind, than that we should make a peace in- 
consistent both with the honour and dignity 
of the country. Now we could make no 
peace unless standing on the highest ground, 
Since the hour France said that England 
could not single-handed contend with her, 
peace had become impossible, Had she said 
so before the treaty of Amiens, we should 
not have made peace with her, without in. 
serting in the face of the treaty, that.single- 
handed we could contend with her. We 
must now convince the whole world we were 
able to do so. He trusted it would please 
God to avert the invasion till our measures 
of defence were complete, when we should 
have nothing to fear. However, as we must, 
for some time to come, be in a state of com- 
parative weakness, he lamented that more 
prompt measures had not been taken for 
carrying the old regular army of the country 
to the highest extent, for he was convinced 
that it was to that force we must ultimately 
look for the defence of the country. Every 
measure that, in a military point of view, 
was the best, ought to be taken ;_ he there- 
fore lamented that the measures for extend- 
ing the regular army had not been more 
prompt and vigorous. It had been said, he 
had avoided mentioning the danger of ¢ 
enterprize, when he talked of 60,000 Frenc 
men landing, and marching to Londoa—— 
that he had totally set aside the danger ot 
the winds and tides, and supposed a thing 
that never conld happen. When the plan ot 
defence was opened, he listened with salls- 
faction to that part of the speech of the sec. 
at War, in which he admitted the possibility 
ot an embarkation of 50,000, after 50,000 
should have been drowned in’ the passage. 
For his own part he had only ‘talked of 
drowning 30,000. He had been told that 
he hai not taken into account any of the dif- 
ficulties that would necessarily occur, and 
that he was supposing an impossible event. 
The conclusion he drew from this was; that 
the same thing said in this House by diile- 
rent people was taken differently, for the 
embarkation of 50,000 men was consi 
dered as impossible,’ when the impgssibil'y 
was asserted by the Sec. at War, He ¢ 
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would, if the measure was not extended | than to prevent the greatest city in the world 


to an effective armament, fall short of what 
was necessary. He did not think that go- 
vernment, having recourse to private arms, 
would be productive of any good. Those 
who came into the field with private 


arms would come with a small stock of 


ammunition, which might be fired away 
in a day ; besides, their arms would be 
without that weapon, in the use of which 
the English particularly excelled—it would 
be unprovided with a bayonet. He observ- 
ed, that it was proposed to exercise only the 
first class. Perhaps it would contain as great 
a number as might be required; but there 
were some parts of the country where it 
might be necessary to arm more than the 
first class. He was of opinion, that if ten 
thousand Frenchmen landed at any place, 
and they were opposed by five thousand re- 
gulars, assisted by the whole mass of the 
people, they would be driven in the sea 
again. ‘There was a species of arins to the 
use of which the peasants were peculiarly 
adapted; he had seen them used with great 
vigour upon an unfortunate occasion in a 
neighbouring country, where he never again 
should see them so used—the arms he meant 
were pikes. ‘Those who felt themselves the 
bollest young men would be in the pike 
corps; it would give a pledge that they 
would charge the enemy; they would know 
they could not be of use till they met the 
enemy. He was present ata charge of the 
Irish peasants, armed with pikes at Newross, 
and he had occasion to admire their cou- 
rage. They came close to their opponents, 
and their attack was of a very formidable 
nature. He was sure the English peasants 
would make the same sort of attack when 
hghting for their country, their families, and 
independence. He should be happy to see 
the arming extended to the whole popula- 
tion. With all the advantages we might 
possess by carrying the present measure into 
effect, yet, if an jnvasion should take place, 
we should not be safe unless we had recourse 
to other measures, which military art point- 
ed out. It 60 or 70,000 French troops 
should land, we should be in danger of hav- 
ing the fate of the capital decided by a bat- 
tle. What would be the extent of the mis- 
chief, should a French army take London ? 
There were those in the House who might 
calculate the mischief—he thought it uone- 
Cessary—it was too obvious. But even the 
Very disgrace of an event taking place, 
against which the odds are three hundred to 
one, ought to operate as a reason for urging 
4S to defend ourselves to that point when we 


trom falling into’ the hands of the enemy. 
It would be such a disgrace to a great nation 
like this to have it said, there was even a 
chance of taking the capital, that we ought 








to go on till we could say the military art 
can do no more ; we must trust to God and 
our own exertions. He thought we were 
far short of this point. He had a very great 
respect for the opinion of a noble baronet 
opposite to him, (Sir W Erskine) who cer~ 
tainly had spoken like an Englishman and a 
soldier; but he was of opinion that an army 
of 60,000 landing at different points, might 
push on so near the capital, that a single 
battle might decide the fate of it. The most 
certain means of preventing this would be to 
increase the regulars, and to have recourse 
to the fortifying art. The first measure ne- 
cessary was to increase the regular troops. 
He did not wish to say any thing to the 
prejudice of the militia in favour of. the re- 
gular troops ; but he would ask the hon, ba- 
ronet he had already referred to, whether, if 
he was going to attack fifty thousand French 
troops, he would prefer regulars or militia 
regiments? It was along time before new 
regiments could be formed. When a new 
regiment was made, it was a long while be- 
fore it became a good regiment. It might 
consist of brave and good irregulars. For 
these reasons, he regretted that measures 
were not adopted for reducing the militia 
force to the proportion which it ought to 
bear to the regular army, for the defence of 
the country. The militia ought not to be 
more than one-third of the force of the re- 
gular army. If the militia colonels were to 
give their assistance, the regiments of ‘the 
line might all be completed. There were 
some regiments that had not above 150, 
others Gor 700 men. He would carry every 
one of those regiments to its full comple- 
ment. The regiments of the line contained 

that which constituted the excellence of the 

army, the very soul of the army, if he might 

so express it. He had been misunderstood 
when he was supposed to have been talking 
of the Austrian regiments as machines. He 
felt that it was a measuré of necessity to 
have recourse to the militia to fill up the ree 
giments of the line, and he was convinced 
we had the means of doing it. If the mili- 
tia colonels were disposed to co-operate with 
government, we might have 20,000 trained. 
men of the militia in the course of a month. 
The present, however, he considered an 
energetic measure. He thought the army 


of reserve was not made use of in the best 
way it roight have been, If the regi 
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tn a few weeks have an army of old regi- 
ments. In fact, we should have an army 
that would be able to contend with any 
enemy that should Jand in the vicinity of the 
capital. Without having recourse to the mea- 
sures he had alluded to, he thought we were 
jn the most imminent danger of London 
falling into the hands of the enemy. If 
60,000 landed and pushed forward, and a 
battle took place, in which the French were 
victorious, it would be-impossible to collect 
another army time enough to prevent. their 
taking possession of the capital. He had 
never said that England would be conquer- 
ed by London’s being taken, but he believed 
it would place the country in the most dis- 
astrous situation any country ever was placed 
in, without being conquered. These were 
his opinions ; he had expressed them only to 
induce the House to make every possible ex- 
ertion for increasing the army by the most 
prompt and military measures. Even when 
this was done, he should not be satisfied. If 
this bill was carried into effect, and some- 
thing further was done for increasing the re- 
gular army, he should still think*we had not 
done enough, while the military art afforded 
resourees for doing more, till we had done 
all that was possible in order to prevent a de- 
feat, from throwing the capital into the hands 
of anenemy. While any thing was left un- 
done, we ought to proceed—it was jmpious 
to fall short. He had risen to blame no 
man, but to give his opinion. If he was 
asked why he had not brought these obser- 
vations forward in former.stages of the bill, 
all he had to answer was, that he had no 
reason to suppose his opinion would have 
influenced his Majesty's government, or that 
they would have been induced to have 
adopted what he recommended; he should 
not even have expressed his opinion of the 
army of reserye, had he not found that it was 
proposed to raise 40,000 by ballot. He 
knew, he said, that it was not customary to 
occupy much of the attention ef that House 
upon the details of such professional sub- 
jects, as he was desirous to treat of : but at 
a time when the country was called upon to 
fight for. its existence, he thought some small 
portion of time might as well be employed 
upon military topics, as whole days fre- 
uently upon commercial and other subjects. 
The first thing he would advert to was, that 
since the alarm of invasion became so gene- 
ral, he observed that every thing had been 
done in the way of fortifications, This he 
nsidered to be a very material branch of 
defe } Nothing could be done in it in the 
ry of contractors, or by any other 
han as a great national work, in which 
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his Majesty should be empowered to compel 
as many persons to work as may be sufficient, 
provided that it did not take away so many 
hands from agriculture, as to be likely to 
produce a famine, and that it did not ma- 
terjally interfere with the other military ser, 
vices. With regard to the manufactures, he 
said, that on such an occasion he made little 
account of them; for when the country was 
in danger of invasion, it was a very subordi- 
nate consideration that the manufactures 
should be’suspended ; and in such an extre- 
mity he thought agriculture itself was little 
more than a secondary cohsideration. He 
did not know whether his Majesty did or did 
not already possess the power alluded to, 
but if he did not, it should be immediately 
given to him, at least all the workmen about 
London and its vicinity should be immedi- 
ately set to work. He knew that in this 
country there existed a strong prejudice 
against fortifications, as the people were 
more disposed to look for security from that 
frontier which God had given them. View- 
ing the state of the nation, however, as a 
military man, he saw four objects upon for- 
tifications should be erected without further 
delay. First, for the security of our naval 
and military depéts, He perceived in some 
gentlemen, he said, a kind of apprehension, 
as if he was aboat to proceed indiscriminate- 
ly, but he assured them that he should not 
utter. a syllable which could tend to give the 
enemy any kind of information. Perhaps it 
may not be in his power to give them any, 
for there was less secrecy in these things 
than people imagined. It had been said by 
a very competent authority, that it was not 
right to have a secret which the enemy may 
not know, and he confessed that he could 
scarcely imagine any other secrecy than what 
was required on the day or night before a 
battle, sach as where the attack was to com- 
mence, or the great effort was to be employ- 
ed in something connected with the arrange- 
ment for the action. All the nations of Eu- 
rope were long since perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the topography of each others coun- 
try, and what were the most advantageous 
points both of offensive and defensive ope~ 
rations. Asa proof that all the points of 
this country were very accurately known, he 
stated, that when he was Resident Comm's- 
sary with the Austrian army, in the yeat 
1799, the Archduke Charles sent him a plan, 
taken from the pocket of a French officer, 
for a descent upon England. On pena 
ing that plan, he observed it containct 
a projet for a march from the. com 
in four columns to unite io the my 
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tropolis,, which it proposed to gain pos- 
session of; and in it all the points and 
lines were so distinctly and accurately laid 
down, that on riding over the same places 
since, he was thoroughly convinced that it 
could never have been so exactly traced by 
any man who had not gone over, and care- 
fuily examined the ground in a military 
manner. Another plan, at the same time, 
was drawn up, and as it shound seem, also, 
upon the spot,» by a brother of Marshal 
srogiio. In fact, the plans and memoirs, 
on the best mode of invading England, were 
undouhtedly innumerable, and there was no 
part of the island which had not been ex- 
plored and examined by the enemy from 
time to time with the utmost degree of 
minuteness. General Custine, who made 
a great figure in one part of the French 
revolution, employed himself in the same 
manner. He had some knowledge of that 
man, a stupid fellow he thought him too ; 
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and having, in the early part of his military _ 


education, met with him at one of the Prussian 
reviews, Custine had the impudence to tell 
him that he had been in England, and when 
an accurate surveyor had drawn up a plan 
tor the invasion of the country, the business, 
in fact, was very easily accomplished. For 
instance, he made no doubt but the works 
at Dover were as well attended to as at any 
other place, and yet when he happened to 
be there some time ago, and had the curi- 
osity to inspect them, though they did not 
know him, they asked no other question, 
than whether -he was an Englishman ; and 
on his answering in the affirmative, suffered 
him to go on with his observations without 
Some time since also he 
passed over to Calais, to observe how they 
were going on there, and on riding a little 
way from the'town, he observed something 
like a block-house, which he was not allow- 
ed to visit. It could not but strike him as 
a singularity at the time, that so much vi- 
gilmce should be observed in France, which 
never was in less danger of invasion, and 
89 little in England, which was daily threat- 
ened with it. In addition to this,.he ob- 
served additional fortifications erecting all 

along his ride from Calais to Boulogne. He 
then reverted to his objects of fortification 

~—Ist. ‘To secure the depéts naval and mi- 
ltary;—2d. To prevent the enemy from 
landing ;—3d. To- obstruct their progress 
When landed :—and, 4th. Fortifications for 
the defence of the metropolis, He was as 
well aware as any man, that it would be 
impossible to fortify the whole line of the 
Coasts of Great-Britain and Ireland, iv any 


of time, or at any expense however | 
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enormous. He pledged himself, that the 
whole coast, from Yarmouth Roads to the 
Downs, might be sufficiently fortified by a 
| national exertion, as quickly as the other 
mode of national defence, and in time 
could be rendered effectal; that is, withia 
one or two months at the farthest. This he 
| acknowleged to be a strong assertion, but 
|. it was one that he would abide by; nor 
| would he yield up his own opinion to any 
| authority whatever. He spoke from some 
| knowledge of a profession which he had as- ‘ 
| siduously studied for four-and-twenty years. ny 
| He hoped he had not studied it altogether to 
| No purpose, nor was it frompersonal vanity he iy 
| now mentioned that a man of the highest 
military reputation, the Marquis Cornwallis, 
gtfered to make him Quarter-master general 
in Ireland, when he was but a very young 
lieutenant, which he would not have thought nt 
of were he ignorant of his profession. If | 
therefore he was wrong, let those who q 
thought so censure him ; but let him not be y 
answered by any one’s saying, he was talking i 
about what he did not understand. The 
position was, that in two months the coast 
from Yarmouth Roads to the South Fore- 
land may be securely fortified; and if any 
naval gent. thought his asertion too ex- 
travagant, he would first confess to him, | 
that he could not calculate tides, winds and 2 
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eddies, and in his fura would take the liberty 
of asking that naval gent. whether he would 
say, ‘* make yourself easy on that head, we uy 
will protect you ?” He was sure none of | 
them would undertake so much, but would co 
content themselves with admitting, why 
such a thing as invasion may happen, note | 
withstanding all our exertion. Under these ne 
circumstances we should take the same mea- 
sures of combating the enemy by land, as 
if we were sure of their landing ; and if 
the fortifications he spoke of were completed, 
all the preparations going on in the ports of 
Hollaad would be good for nothing. If the 
fleet they were getting ready should attempt 
to get rounml they must be dispersed, and 
this fortification would oblige them eithér 
to attempt going round, or else stay at home; 
they could not attempt or expect to get into 
the Streights of Dover, and would therefore 
be useless. It was further to. be observed, 
that all the harbours west of Calais were 
only one-tide harbours, which no large 
ships’ could come out of, If they caine 
into the’ outside port one tide, and wait- 
ed for apotber to take them out, they’ 
must be destroyed, as by that time our — 
ficet would be upon them ; and in factthe . 
effect of this fortifying operation vould i: 
that the fate of London would not depend 
PS fo ie oe 
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upon the event of a single battle. In ad- 
dition to all this, he added, that by the 
same great national effort, it would not re- 
quire a great deal more time to fortify the 
coast from the Downs to Portsmouth. The 
fortification he proposed from the Downs to 
Yarmouth was not, in one case, the same 
thing as arming one side of a fortress ; for, 
by securing ourselves in that impregnable 
quarter, we should have an opportunity of 
turning our whole force to the defence of 
every other. The point we had to consider 
was, that of impeding the enemy’s march 
to the metropolis. ‘The enemy would take 
several lines, by which they might advance 
to London as a centre. Against this he 
would propose to interfere a principal semi- 
circular line, and behind that draw lines of 
communication, which would enable us to 
manceuvre with more rapidity behind our 
principal line, and to cross that of the ene- 
my. All the principal points in these lines 
should be immediately fortified, which 
would cause the enemy the trouble and delay 
of assaulting and taking them before they 
could proceed. Accurate plans should be 
drawn and preserved of all these positions 
for a variety of reasons. He was tar from 
saying, that the military affairs of this coun- 
try were misconducted, but in: that House 
he must speak very freely as a member of 
Parliament. He would have the plan so 
minute as to point ovt every hedge which 
might be cut down for the purpose of giving 
scope to the expeditions of our cavalry. 
To obviate any objection to his plan, he 
said, that if it came too late, he had only 
to observe, that the other plan would be 
too late also. If the enemy should come 
before the plan should be carried into effect, 
we should lose nothing but some money, by 
making the attempt ; should it be adopted, 
he should have the hopes of doing much 
good; should it be rejected, he had the 
consolation to reflect that he had done his 
duty. Should he be asked why he did not 
propose it before, he should answer that 
he was too insignificant, and did not sup- 
pose government would pay any attention 
to his suggestions; but had he observed 
auch a measure proposed in that House, 
he should then very readily have given his 
opinion on it. e thought it would be 
of the a pe consequence to this country 
that in the present crisis a military coun- 
cil should be established for the direction 
of the ies sapertant operations at this 
t crisis. _ He paid many compliments 

| the illustrious Commander in Chief, and 
he excellent officers by whom he was sur- 
“but they were too much occupied | 
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in their official situations to examine every 
plan that should be laid before them; and, 
if they did not approve it altogether, take 
such ideas as were good, and out of a 
number of plans, make out one which 
might approach perfection. In justification 
of such a measure, he represented the great 
advantage which the French had in the Mi- 
litary Council, consisting of Carnot, and 
other scientific men, who directed most of 
the successful operations in the course of 
the last war, He had himself, he said, pre- 
pared a military memoir, which he should 
be very glad to submit to such a council as 
he described, and he knew that many other 
officers were in a similar situation. But 
were he to deliver it now, none of the pre- 
sent officers, though excellent judges, he 
confessed, could possibly spare sufficient 
time to examineit. A right hon. gent. (the 
Secretary at War) had said, on a former oc- 
casion, that any military changes should 
be deferred to more quiet times; but he on 
the contrary maintained, that if they were 
good for any thing this was the very time to 
adopt them. The only military objection 
he ever heard against fortifications was, that 
they absorbed a greater number of troops 
than could be spared for them ; but if there 
was any thing in that objection, it must be 
removed by the measure lately resorted to ; 
for every one acquainted with fortifications 
must know, that if there were men enough, 
they require but very few regular troops to 
defend them, as the greatest part of the 
works could be as well performed by pea- 
sants, as far as merely regarded the defence 
of them. 

The Secretary at War replied, that he was 
neither able nor willing to follow the right 


‘hon. gent. through ‘the whole range of his 


military description; bat though he was no 
military man, he should think himself highly 
blameable if he had not, at least, made 
some iuquiries into the ‘subject. He was 
glad to hear the hon. officer speak in such 
bigh commendation of the character of the 
Commander in Chief, and the. officers by 
whom he was surrounded, which was the 
more necessary, as his speech betrayed $0 
much want of confidence, and seemed to 
accuse them before Parliament of a neglect 
of their dury, He perfectly agreed with 
him, he said, in most, bot not all of his 
observations, and lamented that so little at- 
tention was paid io this country to the art 0 
fortification ; though, since the year wa 
or 1797, ‘great improvements =, ; 
made updn that system, and he done 
would be continued. What had been 

had satisfied many persons, but it did not 5* 
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tisfy the hon. gent. nor, was he surprised at 
it. He had the honour of knowing him a 
long time, and was well enough acquainted 
with his character to be satisfied that what 
one great officer said of another, may be 
weil applied to him,—Magnum refert non 
guod vult, sed ut quod vult valeat, He then 
proceeded to describe the constitution of the 
quarter-master general’s office, which he 
said was so distributed as to embrace every 
thing connected with the military service. 
if the hon. officer went to that office be 
would find that there were departments in 
it where all plans of the nature he alluded 
to were minutely drawn out, and accurately 
considered, and that inquiries would, per- 
haps, have saved the hon. officer the trouble 
ef giving the House such an able military 
lecture. He agreed with him, that the 
French were very well acquainted with this 
country; but by no means so well -as with 
other countries of Europe, and very little, 
as it appeared, with the character of the 
people. The hon. gent. advised to fortify 
London; he, on the contrary would say, 
“ You ought not to fortify London.” When 
we had a fleet, containing 80,000 men, and 
such an army as never before was heard of 
in this country, -#¢ would be a libel and dis- 
grace to the peaple to think of fortifying their 
metropolis, Before they talked of fortifying 
London, they ought to wait til’ some of the 
enemy's boats actually made their appearance 
in our roads, though he did not absolutely 
deny the possibility, or practicability, of 
their coming over in considerable force. But 
as to the effect of such an attempt, though 
he sincerely esteemed the high professional 
abilities of the hon. officer, he did not 
know that, in the English service, he had 
ever been engaged in any combined opera- 
ions of the army and navy, so as to give 
him any superior means of judging of the 
dangers of debarkations, There were three 
reasons why he should not attempt to follow 
the arguments of the hon. gent.: Ist, Be- 
Cause, not being a military man, he was 
not able to do it; 2d. Because the hon. offi- 
cer did not disapprove of the bill; and 3d. 
Because he approved of many of his obser- 
vations. Though discussions of this kind 
were not very usual in Parliament, he would 
make some allowances for them at a time 
when men’s minds were so much occupied 
by such subjects; but he must remind the 
hon, gent. that there had been many other 
great military officers, who abstained al- 
Ways from such discussions, as thinking 
them better subjects for representation to 
the Executive Government, than for par- 
ity lectures; and the more so, asin 


; 


| that House they could have no practical 
effect whatever. He then contended that 
several parts of the former speech went upoa 
misconceptions that there wasa dé,ét in the 
quarter-master general's office for the pre- 
serving and examining of memoirs and mie 
litary plans, &c. He still insisted that quiet 
times were the fittest for making changes— 
in pace para bellum, and not when the hos- 
tile armies were, as it were, drawn up ia 
the face of each other. 
Mr. Pitt.—It is not my intention, Mr. 
Speaker, to trouble the House at any con- 
siderable length, but I cannot avoid submit- 
ting a few observations upon what fell froma 
the hon, officer (Col, Craufurd), and from 
my right hon. friend (the Sec. at War). 
Much, Sir, of what has fallen from the gal- 
lant officer is entitled to great attention, and 
entirely meets my approbation ; but I must 
observe, that these considerations are not 
now for the first.time introduced. With re- 
gard to the best means of national defence, 
such asa selection of the great leading posts, 
an examination of the most effectual means 
of operation to resist the progress of an ene- 
my if he had landed; upon all these points, 
though perhaps much may remain to be 
done, yet certainly government is not with- 
out ample foundation of information upon 
this subject, which has been long since ob- 
tained, and which | hope is every day in- 
creasing. It is impossible but that consi- 
derations of this kind must have occurred to 
government formerly: for though the dan- 
ger of invasion was never so imminent or so 
pressing in the last war as it is at present; 
though the enemy had not then so long an 
opportunity of fixing his attention to this 
one object, that is to say, the destruction of 
this country, without being disturbed by the 
danger of continental attack; though the 
scale of action, which was found necessary ot 
that period, can be no criterion of the degree 
of preparation which is now necessary ; yet 
even then itcould not be supposed that his Ma« 
jety’s ministers, in their general superintend- 
ence of the defensive means of the country, 
which was all that belonged to the civil ser- 
vants of the crown, or that the illustrious 
personage who fortunately for the country 
then presided and now presides over the mi- 
litary department, that the variety of v 
able generals who had commands in the dif- 
ferent districts of the kingdom, did not turn 
their most serious attention to a subject of 
such infinite importance as that of’securing 
the kingdom against the possibility of fo- 


with the force the country then 
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reign invasion, and to adopt such means as, _ 
















































~ mgt. gee 


# 


eas een ee 









aid 







’ 
oo eS A 
et a oe eee 


tae 
eee 
ne 


ome 
te te ae say 





MTT RS 





























i each EE Tap ALE 




















. 


1227) 


which might be attempted. There is hardly 
one military district in the kingdom of which 
the government have not at this moment in 
its possession ample memorials, prepared a 
considerable time before the termination of 
the late war, under the auspices of the ilius- 
trious commander in chief of his Majesty's 
Jand-forces, containing a minute statement 
of the various points of resistance which are 
t» be found on the coasts, and also all the in- 
: termediate points of military defence between 
the different coasts and the capital. inis- 
ters, I know, have now in their possession 


‘ gimilar reports with regard to those counties 


which contain the great naval arsenal of the 
kingdom. They have also meniorials upon 
the very subject alluded to by the hon. gent. 
fColonel Craufurd), that of protecting the 
mouths of our harboars, and particularly that 
of the mouth of the Humber; and, what I 
think of more importance still, though more 
remote, I mean the defence of Newcastle, 
which, from its connexion with the wants 
ef the capital, is obviously of such import- 
ance, that it cannot be necessary to enlarge 
upon it. It is hardly necessary, Sir, to recal 
to the recollection of the House, the names 
of the gallant officers who had the com- 
mands of the different districts in the last 
war; but if I do state them, it must be im 

mediately seen that in such hands it was 
utterly impossible that the best means of 
providing for the national secarity should 
not have been maturely discussed and ar- 
ranged. It will be recollected, that in the 
course of the last war we had the advantage 
of the talents of Sir Charles Grey, who com- 
manded in the North. In the southern dis- 
tricts we had the advantage, at one period of 
the war at least, of all the suggestions of the 
Duke of Richmond; of whom, whatever 
differences of opinion may be entertained on 
some points, yet, with respect to the accu- 
racy of his researches, the length of his ex- 
perience, and to the extensiveness of his 
knowledge, there can be no difference of 
opinion. Besides these officers, we had Ge- 
neral Dundas, who, from his situation, had 
the means of extending his views over al} the 
districts. During a period of the war also, 

the Marquis Cornwallis had the command, 
besides many other very able officers, whom 
it is not now necessary to enumerate. Hay- 
ing the benefit of such assistance and distin- 
guished military talents, it is impossible to 
suppose that we had not at that time a great 


“gass of military information, and which 


roust furnish ample and abundant founda- 
tion for the officers now employed to work 
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formation, I cannot suppose but that we 
must have also the means of bringing forward 
whatever may be considered as becessary to 
improve the defence of the country. - I have 
already admitted, that alihough much has 
been done,still much material improvement 
may be ingrafted upon these plans which 
have been already procured. I hope and trust 
they will experience new improvements from 
day to day; that they will receive new fornis 
and consistency ; that ministers will not stop 
short until they have arranged a scheme of na- 
tional safety, that shell for ever set to rest the 
vaunts and threats of a foe, whose ambition 
knows no limits, and whose spirit of insolence 
and aggression knowsnoend. ‘There are many 
changes that may be made, there are many 
improvements that may be adopted at a pro- 
per period, but there are many of them such 
as I should not think it prudent to attempt 
in the course of this contest, and at a time 
so pregnant with danger. [I cannot here, Sir, 
avoid, for my own satisfaction, making a 
few observations upon some of the advan- 
tages which the army has reeeived from the 
indefatigable attention of the illustrious Per- 
son now at its head, combined with the mea- 
sures which have been adopted: by Parlia- 
ment: I think we may be said to have laid 
the foundation of means to obtain intelligent 
officers, We have laidsthe. foundation of 
military education, and instruction, not only 
for young men who may enter into that pro- 
fession, but even for communicating infor 
mation to men of long standing and high 
rank in the army, who, much to their ho- 
nour, have eagerly availed themselves of this 
opportunity of perfecting their military edv- 
cation. The advantages arising from the 
military academies do not now rest on calcu- 
lation or prediction ; they have been felt and 
experienced ; the study of a few months 
has made many officers almost proficients in 
the details of war: ‘many officers who 10 
Egypt gave the most splendid proof, no! only 
of their courage, but also of their military 
skill, had the advantage only of a few 
months’ instruction in that military academy- 
—We have, besides, laid the foundation of 
a great and regular army > we have provi” 
another most extensive force to support tha 
army. I am ready to admit to the hon. oo 
cer (Col, Craufurd), that oor regular wort d 
is not quite so great as we could wish io t™ 

. ans for 
country, but we have provided wie ‘Sin 
augmenting it to a degree much grea reeren 
was ever knowa in this country; #00 "°° 
dition to all this, we are now providing ‘ 
immense irregular force, the advantage od 

be derived fromi whieh, are admitted * 
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confirmed by the honourable officer himself, 
and which are indeed too obvious to be dis- 
puted by any one, As far, therefore, as re- 
jutes to the description and to the extent of 
our force, parltament has provided means, 
which to the honourable officer himself 
{cau'ious, honoursbly cautious, and anxious 
as he is for the safety of his country (appears 
sufficient to place this country in a state of 
absolute safety. All this is undoubtedly 
matter of great consolation ; but at the same 
time it will not justify us io diminishing our 
anxiety, or in relaxing our efforts, for its 
completion, because there must remain some 
interval before all these plans are completely 
arranged and organjsed, and brought to that 
state of perfectionat which Ihc — they-will, 
however, soon arrive; but even supposing 
that all the measures which I have stated 
were brought to perfection, still it would not 
dispense us from the necessity of adopting 
other means of defence, particularly in two 
points of view. Suppose all the objects at- 
tained at this moment, yet the foundation of 
our security would not be these objects, how- 
ever completely attained; against the ar- 
duous and most desperate struggle in which 
we may be engaged, all these kinds of 
strength can only give us this kind of secu- 
rity, that if we are not wanting to ourselves, 
that if we have. not forgotten our national 
character, but remember who we are, and 
what we are contending for, the contest will 
be glorious to us, and must terminate in the 
coinplete discomfiture of the enemy, and ul- 
timate security to this kingdom: but if there 
remain any measure, by the adoption of 
which our safety be yet rendered, not only 
more certain, perhaps, but more easy, by 
Which our defence can be secured with less 
etiusion of blood, less anxiety of mind, less 
interruption of the industry of the nation, 
less (1 will not say of alarm, bot) of the evils, 
the inconveniences, the agitation that neces- 
sarily belongs to a great struggle of this 
kind, however short, or however certain its 
issue may be; in a contest of sucha nature 
it certainly would be most unwise to ran 
any hazard of protracting it, or to neglect any 
means of shortening it still more if possibte; 
il, Upon these grounds, | say, itcan be point- 
ed out to me that there are any means by 
Which our regular army could be immediate- 
ly increased, and all our regiments completed, 
I should say that, although we are safe with 
it, yet our interest, our prospezity, and every 
object that can influence us, would require 
that it hoald be adopted. Much, however, 
*s T should rejoice in seeing that object at- 
(ined, and mach as I am inclined to attend 
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to the knowledge and experience of the hon. 
officer (Col, Craufurd, whose plan it was to 
take the militia at once into the regulars), I 
cannot bring my mind to concur in the plan 
which he has proposed for the attain 
ment of that object; I cannot think of 
so deranging our immediate sy tem of de- 
fence, if there were no other objections te 
it: I cannot think of breaking in upon the 
spirit of the militia as it now stands, for the 
purpose of transferring them into the regular 
army. I know that the privates in the mili- 
tia feel, in common with the rest of their 
countrymen, the value of the sacred object 
for which they are to contend; that they are 
anxious to have an opportunity of shewing 
that they would not give place to any other 
troops in his Majesty's service in the ardour 
of their devotion to their country; but I 
know, at the same time, it is impossible to 
divest men of feelings and motives by which 
they have been long actuated, and | know 
that if a measure of this kind was adopted, 
from the partiality and affection which the 
officers bear towards the men whow they 
have trained, and have long had under their 
cominand, they would suffer myatual regret 
in being separated. I should be sorry if there 
was one militia officer who did not feel proud 
in having his troops complete, and making 
his corps vie with the best disciplined troops 
in his Majesty's service, As such then are 
their feelings, in the same proportion must 
be their reluctance tosee these men trans- 
ferred from their officers into other regi- 
ments. I think 1 may venture .io assert, 
that if you take a_nomber of Englishmen 
under the command of proper olficers, and 
with a proper degree of discipline, they must 
and will, especially when under the superin- 

tendance of regular generals, and mixed with 

regular troops, furnish fog the present occas 

sion a force so great, so_respectable, and se 

useful, that it would be very unwise to ha- 

zard the making it less so, either by reducing 

their number, or by wounding their fee'« 

ings; by making them think worse of them- 

selves by your shewing that you thought 

worse of them; by making an invidious 

comparison between different kinds of 
troops; and by creating that worst. of all 

feelings, a rivalship tinctured with animosity, 

The hon. officer, however, not only wishes 
for this strong measure with regard to the ° 
militia, bot calls upon the militia officers to 

do that which must naturally be highly re- 

pugnant to their feelings, viz. to give their 

aid in transferring over to regiments of the 

line, those men on whose discipline they had 

bestowed so much paing: this is a sacrifice 

y. 
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that can hardly be expected; but even if it 
could, there are other arguments against the 
adoption of this plan, the weight of which I 
am sure the hon. officer will, upon reflection, 
admit. In the first place, the danger is im- 
mediate, and the measure now proposed is 
one that must take up some time in its ope- 
ration, and during that time the discipline of 
the corps must be necessarily loosened ; and 
therefore — very mach doubt whether, in 
such a pressing danger, the remedy suggest- 
ed by the hon. gent could be with safety 
adopted. I confess that the measures which 
have lately been adopted by Parliament, 
have in my mind taken off very much of the 
weight of the arguments which have been 
drawn from the necessity of augmenting the 
army of the line, by transferring the militia 
into it. Because, means have already been 
taken for increasing the army of the line 
very considerably, by means less violent and 
fess grating to the feelings of individuals 
than that now proposed. By placing a large 
proportion of the 40,000 men that are to be 
raised as the army of reserve in Great Bri- 
tain, with regiments of the line ; by permit- 
tmmg such of them as think proper, to enter 
ito the regulars for general service ; parlia- 
ment ceriainly has do. e much to increase the 
regular army, and to preclude them from 
the necessity of adopting the rough and ha- 
zardous experiment which the hon. gent. re- 
commends. Undoubtedly much will de- 
pend on the fullest u.e: being made of the 
power which has been given to fill up regi- 
ments of the line, by means of the army of 
reserve. I certainly feel, as I ought to 
do, great distrust of my own opinion, upon 
military subjects. avd I always state those 
Opinions with great deference; but I be- 

lieve that it is universally admitted by all 

othcers, that new recruits poured into an 

old corps which has a number of expe- 

rienced officers, will much sooner acquire a 

knowledge of discipline and become good 

soldiers, than they will if they are left in 

acorps by themselves, whatever pains may 

_be taken in their instruction. Taking that 
as an established point, I was therefore sur- 

prised and dispappointed when I heard my 

right hon. friend, the Sec. at War, instead 

ot ——- to ‘diffuse the 40,000 men of 
the army of reserve over thé 39 or 40 batta- 

lions that are in England, in which case they 

would have all the advantage of all the offi- 
cers of those old corps: instead of this he 
talks of dividing them among thirteen batta- 

ions, by which means all the advantage 

*y would derive from the instruc- 

| great namber of old and 
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$ would be very much dimi- 


nished. JF know it may be said that the 


commissions in the army of reserve will in a 
great degree be filled up from the half-pay 
list, which certainly contains a great num- 
ber of officers perfectly wel! qualified to in- 
struct and discipline any men placed under 
their command. But, in the first place, it 
must be recollected, that the half-pay list 
would not furnish. any non-commissioned 
officers, who are certainly the most essen. 
tial in training raw recruits; but there is 
another consideration which strikes my 
mind, and which I believe has not yet been 
suggested to the House. Our situation in 
point of security will certainly be improved 
by the adoption. of the measure which is 
now before us; but it must be recollected, 
that while it improves, it alters our situation: 
if we had voted only the army of reserve, 
undoubtedly it might be filled with able and 
experienced officers from the half-pay list ; 
but we must recollect, that in addition to the 
army of reserve, we have voted an army of 
between three and four hundred thousand 
men. That we shall have no difficulty io 
procuring the men who are to compose this 
force, I am perfectly satisfied, because the 
spirit of the country is now raised in the ca- 
pital, and will from thence rapidly pervade 
ail the extremities of the empire. That spi- 
rit was first kindled in the north, from 
thence it bas extended to the metropolis, 

and is now catching from town to town, 

from village to village, and very shortly the 

whole kingdom will, I am convinced, man'- 

test one scene of activity, of animation, and 

of energy, displaying in its native lustre, the 

character of Englishmen. That the men, 

therefore, will be procured with the greatest 

facility, I have hot the smallest doubt ; 

but we shall then want the means of prepar- 

ing and drilling them, with all the accuracy 

that the shortness of the time will admit. 

Does it not then occur to the House that we 

shall have infinitely more use for the services 

of officers not attached to regiments? an 
it not occur to gentlemen, that, vl 
dition to the- noblemen, the gentry, oo . 
yeomanry of the country, many of a 
will serve as officers, it would be advisab'e 
to every three or four officers of this > ge 
tion, ta add one or two from the ba ‘md 
list? "Would not the adoption of this oe 
greatly accelerate the training 4 perfec : 
this new force? It therefore docs appt’ 
most clearly to me, that b conti ae. 
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of the House upon this subject, but I con- 
ceive it to be the duty of every member, to 
state to the House every idea which occurs 
to him, by which he thinks the general 
means of the defence of the country can be 
improved. I therefore certainly do applaud 
the hon. officer for having given us this 
night the general outlines of what he con- 
ceives to be the best plan that can at the 
present crisis be adopted for national defence. 
The opinions of an officer of so much expe- 
rience aré certainly entitled to great weight. 
There was not, I confess, Sir, any opinions 
delivered by the hon. officer which | heard 
with more pleasure than those which related 
to the propriety and practicability of having 
recourse to field fortification ou the present 
occasion, of taking the necessary measures 
to secure our naval arsenals, not from cap- 
ture, for that I apprehend has already been 
done, but to secure them from a bombird- 
ment, even from the greatest possible dis- 
tance, Upon these points we have, as | be- 
fore stated, the opinions of many able and 
experienced officers; and I trust that we 
should not for a moment be so far influcuced 
by any feelings of false pride as to neglect or 
despive any means of this sort, that would so 
obviously add to our security ; mach less can 
I suppose that these means may be rejected 
from any mistaken ideas of economy, or ra- 
ther of penury, for penury it would be in- 
deed to run the hazard of a great waste of 
blood for the purpose of saving a few pounds 
and shillings, I therefore confidently hope 
that no feelings of this kind will interfere to 
prevent a great national object of this sort 
trom being pursued and adopted. There 
was another point advanced by the hon. of- 
ficer, io which I am not sure that he was not 
nusunderstood by my right hon. friend the 
Sec. at War, I mean that part of the-hon. 
gent.’s speech in which he argued upon the 
propriety of erecting fortifications upon some 
parts of our coasts. I know very well, Sir, 
the common and general prejudice which 
prevails upon this subject; I know very 
well that when such a proposition is made, 
the answer will be, What, fortify the whole 
coast of England! will you build a wall 
round the whole island ?. No, Sir, that was 
bot the proposition. made bythe hon, officer ; 
ho man ia his senses could make such a pro- 
position. .He spoke only of the propriety of 
fortifying particular places which are pecu- 
liarly accessible, or the mouths of. great 
rivers, such asthe Humber: if [ am right 
10 my construction of what fell from the 
hon, officer, then 1 perfectly concar with him. 
I'see the propriety, and even the necessity, 
of foo rh en I 
, . Me seat ei a ae 
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bélieve he will agree with me in the sugges- 
tion I threw out of the propriety of erecting 
some additional works for the security of 
Newcastle. When the hon. officer talks of 
making certain points secure, he does not 
imean that they are to be placed in such an 
absolate state of security as to defy all kinds 
ot attack, nor does he mean that there ought 
to be erected on the coasts one regular con- 
nected series of fortifications; he means, as 
I imagine, a judicious selection of given si- 
tuations, the best calculated to prevent the 
landing of the enemy, or to prevent them 
from penetrating into the country atier they 
had landed. It is an absurdity to suppose 
that fifty miles of coast require fifty miles of 
fortification. But if in that extent of coast 
there are but few poiots ou which the ene- 
my could land with security, those points 
owght to be fortified; while those points 


which were difficult of access, and in some.- 


degree fortified by nature, might be left uns 
touched. The consequence of this would 
be, either that the landing of the enemy 
would be obstructed, or else he would be 
compelled to land at an inconvenient and 
disadvantageous place. This certainly would 
be obtaining a great deal: and, though I 


pretend to very little knowledge upon the. 


subject, I be ieve that ia many instances it 
would not be necesary to erect great fortifi- 
cations; it would be sufficient to profit by 
the natural advantages of the situation. 
There are in many parts of England, vallies 
with large rivalets fllowing through them, 
these, I apprehend, might be inundated so 
as to separate two corps of an enemy's army, 
or to prevent communication between them, 
I really beg pardon, Sir, for talking upon 
a subject upon which | know so little, but [ 
think that for a very small expense a great 
extent of the coust might be put into such a 
situation of defence as I have described; 
and then, instead of being obliged to look 
to such an immense extent of coast, your at- 
tention would be narrowed and your force 
concentrated. If you are obliged at once to 
look to the whole extent of your coast, the 
consequence must either be, that your army 
must be collected in some central position, 
equally distant from all parts of the coast, 
and in that case some time must elapse after 
our.enemy land, before you can bring your 
army to meet him; or else you moust fritter 
away your army in small divisions a 

the whole live of coast. But by the a- 
doption of the plan of the hon. officer, .at 
least as | understand it, you would be able, 
in the first instance, to oppose the aa 


of the enemy, and if he should effect a la nd- 


ings to be able to meet him 
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This system of fortification is one that is not 
liable to that foolish, though common objec- 
tion, that it would be building a wall round 
the island. It would diminish much of the 
danger with which we are threatened ; for 
while, on the one hand, the people of England 
are desirous not to be spared in a necessary 
contest, we, on the other hand, ought to 
shew every desire not to make an unneces- 
sary use of that courage which we applaud 
and admire, but which we should manage 
and spare by every precaution that human 
foresight can inspire. ‘The third object to 
which the hon. officer alluded, was that of 
employing fortification on the lines of inter- 
nal defence. This rests upon a principle so 
plain, that though it requires military know- 
ledge to state it distinctly, yet it only requires 
the plainest common sense to see the advan- 
tage that must result from it; it is as clear 
as any demonstration in mathematics. _If 
then this plan does promise such advantages, 
I am sure I shall not hear any objections 
started on the ground of expense. 1 would 
not enlarge any more upon this subject, if it 
were not for'something that fell from my 
right hon. friend, the Sec. at War, upon the 
fourth point suggested by the hon. officer. 
I know very well that the manly feelings, 
and, if I may say so, the obstinate courage 
of my right hon. friend, will not Jet him 
beli-ve that the French would offer us such 
an insult as to come over here to fight us for 
our capital, lam sure I shail not be sus- 
pected of depreciating, or of not placing due 
confidence in the army, in the navy, or in 
the courage of the people of England; on 
the contrary, I am firmly convinced, that the 
enemy wil! find us to be invincible. But it 
must be admiited, that in war there are ac- 
ciients depending sometimes upon a day or 
an hour, in which, with the bravest and most 
numerous army, the enemy, by hazarding an 
operation, for which in any other service a 
general would be broke or shot, but which a 
French general would attempt, because he 
knows he would be broke or shot if he did 
not, might obtain an advantage, the conse- 
quences of which might be> most serious, if 
some measure, as that recommended by the 
hon. officer, was not adopted. We unfor- 
tunately know, that attempts of this kind 
may be made, however rash or desperate, for 
those who will make them know, that they 


will not appear so to Buonaparté, The 


proud despot af France will, however, have 
reason to tremble on his usurped throne, 
when the people of France find that they 
—sacrifi hundreds of thousands of 
) to gratify his ambition and his revenge. 


' -Bespect lo that despot himself, he 
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would, I am sure, feel as little hesitation in 
sacrificing 100.000 Frenchmen, as he would 
millions of Englishmen, if he had them with- 
in his grasp. In arranging, therefore, the 
plan of national defence, we ought not 10 
estimate opon probabilities merely. It is not 
ero.igh for us to say, that if he is eccentric 
aid mad, he will pay the price of his mad- 
ness and folly; we must take care that we 
do not pay for it first; we must not now 
disdain to adopt precautions which were for- 
merly thought unnecessary. 1 cannot there- 
fore agree with the short and decisive opi- 
nion of my right hon friend, who, when the 
hon. officer recommended it to government 
to fortify London, replied, ‘I say, do not 
fortify it.’ L musf enter my protest against 
such language. He says, he would not af- 
front the people of England by supposing, 
that while they have 80,000 seamen on board 
their fleetyand they have such an army as is 
now on foot, that it could be necessary to 
fortify the capital. Why, Sir, in the first 
place, as to the navy, we must remember, 
that although we have 0,000 seamen, a 
great part of them are detached on service 
to diflerent quarters of the world, and con- 
sequently could not in any degree prevent 
an invasion at home. I am certainly not 
denying that the enemy would find great 
difficulty and danger in transporting his 
army te this country, but it is by runping 
desperate risks that he can alone hope for 
success. We may have a proad navy of 
ships of the line and frigates. I will not 
now stop to enquire, whether that navy 
might not have been in readiness sooner; 
but I can conceive a case in which ships o 
that kind would not be sufficient to meet 
an innumerable flotilla of boats issuing from 
all the ports, harbours, and creeks, on the 
opposite coast of France, and covering the 
Channel for several miles in length. Whether, 
in order to meet a force of this kind, ' 
would not be wise to multiply the smaller 
sort of our naval force, and to mount them 
with guns of heavy metal and) with carro- 
nades, I do not know; I bepe something ° 
this kind has been done already. t's ad- 
mitted, indeed, that our mavy, great #™ 

powerful as iris, cannot be relied on Wi" 
absolute certainty to prevent an ipvasio’ 
because, if it could, there woald be no -a 
casion for all the precautions which we oa 
adopting. But it is said, we ought 0 

fortify London, because our ancestors di “ 

fortity it. Why, Sir, that is-no argum’ 

unless you canshew me that our ance r 

were in the same situation that we we 

Lovk back to the days when the gen 


. wisdam, and: the fortitude of Biizabet 
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feated the prond and invincible armada, fit- 
ted out by Spain to conquer us; and, | trust, 
that the invincible battalion from France wil! 
meet with the same fate;—we must admit, 
that not only the situation of this country, 
but of all Europe, is changed ; and, it is ab- 
surd to. say, that when the circumstances are 
changed, the means of defence should be 
precisely the same, We might as well be 
told that, because our ancestors fought with 
arrows and with lances, that we ought to 
use them now, and that we ought to consi- 
der shieids and corslets as affording a secure 
defence against musketry and artillery. It 
is, however, a great historical mistake to 
say that our ancestors in England, and par- 
ticularly in Ireland, had not fortifications 
moch more numerous than any it is now 
proposed to erect. If then the fortification 
of the capital can add to the reasonable se- 
curity ef the country, I think it onght to be 
done; but here again I do not understand 
the honourable officer to mean that London 
should be encompassed with a regular forti- 
fication, but only that proper nse should be 
made of the natural advantages of defence, 
which it posseses in a greater degree than 
any capital in Europe ‘The only difference 
of opinion that can exist upon this subject, 
must proceed from gentlemen imagining 
that we are recommending the erection of 
great regular fortifications; there is a great 
ditterence between regular fortifications and 
ficld-works, sach as now recommended; we 
do not want regular fortresses capable of 
staud ns a regular siege, like Lisle or Tour- 
nay. But if, by the erection of works, such 
as lam recommending, you can delay the 
progress of the enemy for three days, it may 
make the difference between the safety and 
the destruction of the capital. It will not, 
! admit, make a difference between the con- 
quest and the independence of the country, 
for that will not depend upon one nor upon 
‘en battles ; but it may make the difference 
between the loss of thousands of lives, with 
nusery, havoc, and desolation, spread over 
the country on the one hand; or, on the 
other, of frustrating the efforts, of confound- 
iug the exertions, and of chastising the in- 
Suisnge, of the enemy. If then I am right 
in’my general view of this subject, the ex- 
pense and the time .of constructing these 
Works are so ditainished, that, late as it is, 
there is nothing that ought to prevent us 
from now making the attempt. I do not, 
©n such a subject as this, rely upon my own 
p'nion alone, but epon the opinions of offi- 
cers bigh in the confidence of the present 
Eoverament. Jt is well koown, that in the 
Course of last war this system was minutely 
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contemplated, that a detailed plan was pre- 
pared, resembling, in many particulars, ihe 
play recommended by the honourab'e of- 
ficer. A plan was, I say, completely di- 
gested, a survey taken, and the works ac- 
tually traced by that great and able officer 
Gen. Dundas. This plan is not therefore 
new to military men, it is vot new to the 
king's councils, it is not founded upon any 
want of confidence in our army, our navy, 
or ourselves ; it does not arise from any ap- 
prehensions of the enemy, but it is founded 
upon this principle —that while we set no 
limits tothe exertions of the people, weought 
to omit no opportnnity of diniinishing their 
danger and shortening the contest, of mak- 
ing its continuance less perilous; and of pre- 
venting that havoc, devast-tion, and misery, 
which must attend a lengthened contest, 
even though it may end most successfully 
for this country. Knglishmen must look to 
this as a species of contest from which by 
the extraordinary favour of divine Provi- 
dence, we have been for a long series of 
years exempted. If we are now at length 
called upon to take our share in it, we must 
meet it with just gratitude for the exemp- 
tions we have hitherto enjoyed, and with a 
firm determination to support it with cou- 
rage and resolution ; we must shew oursclyes 
worthy, by our conduct on this occasion, of 
the happiness which we have hitherto cn- 
joyed, and which, by the blessing of God, I 
hope we shall continue to enjoy. Weovght 
to have a due sense of the magnitude of the 
danger with which. we are threatened, we 
ought to meet it in that temper of mind 
which produces just confidence, which nci- 
ther despises nor dreads the enemy; and 
while on the one-hand we accurately estimate 
the danger with which we are threatened at 
this awtul crisis, we must recollect .on the 
other hand what it is we have at stake, 
what it is we have to contend for. It is for 
our property, it is for our liberty, it is. for 
our independence, nay, for our existence as 
a nation ; it is for our character, itis for our 
very name as Englishmen, it is for every 
thing dear and vaiuable to men on this side 
of thegrave. Parliament has now provided 
ample means for our defence ; it .emains for 
the executive government to employ them 
tothe best advantage. The regular army 
must be augmented to. that poiut. to which 
the means are now -given to'raise it; the 
militia must be kept high in numbers, and 
unbroken in spirit; the auxiliary force must 
be as promptiy raised. and disciplined as the 
nature of things will admit ; nothing must 
be omitted that military skill can suggest to 





render the contest Certain’ as'to ‘its sutces, 
*Q2 Zh | 









~~ 





ee 


—— 





—.- 



















































aoe eee A 
- wee —_——s- 


pO He ELT Sa 


eres et 
et ae en alana 














and short in its duration. If government 
shew the same determination to apply all 
those means that Parliament has shewn in 
providing them; if the people follow up 
the example which the legislature has set 
them; we are safe. Then I may say, with- 
out being too sanguine, that the result of 
this great contest w:!] ensure the permanent 
security, the eternal glory of this country ; 
that it will terminate in the confusion, the 
dismay, and the shame, of our vauntiog 
enemy ; that it wil! afford the means of ani- 
mating the spirits, of rousing the courage, of 
breaking the lethargy, of the surrounding 
nations of Evrope ; and I trust, that if a fu- 
gitive French army should reach its own 
shores after having being driven from our 
coasts, that it will find the people of Europe 
reviving in spirits, and anxious to retaliate 
upon France all the wrongs, all the oppres- 
sions, they have suffered from her; and 
that we shall at length see that wicked fabric 
destroyed which was raised upon the prostitu- 
tion of liberty, and which has caused more 
miseries, more horrors to France and to the 
surrounding nations, than are to be parallel- 
ed in any part of the annals. of mankind. 

The Secretary at War bestowed some com- 
pliments on Mr. Pitt for the brilliancy of his 
speech ; but expressed some difference of 
opinion with respect to fortifications. 

Mr. Courtenay said, it appeared that the 
principles now advanced had been long ago 
in contemplation, but that nothing had been 
done in pursuance of them. A general of 
great talents had approved of fortifications, 
bat the right hon. gent. (the Sec. at War) 
had ridiculed the idea, at least so far as re- 
spected London. He did not mean that we 
should have fortifications like the walls of 
Troy, but that they should be confined to 
particular positions. When the duke of 
Brunswick was marching to Paris, the peo- 
ple of that city were employed for ten days 
in throwing up redoubts. It had been ad- 
mitted that field redoubts had been resorted 
to, when the danger was not so pressing, 
If so, that was the reason why we should 
now use them. He wished to know whe- 
ther the skeleton regiments were to be filled 
up immediately from the army of Reserve 
(Mr. Addington answered across the table, 
* Clearly”). ‘* If so then,” continued Mr, 
Courtenay, “ Parliament has done its duty. 


It has raised the machinery ; I wish now to _ 


see it possessed of animation ; I wish to see 
it in that state in which I could say, 

__ “ Spirites intus alit, totamque infusa per 
: “Mei eee be ad arkus, 

Ment agitat’ molem et Magne se corpore 
 mascet,” 
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| Mr. Courtenay concluded with recommend. ° 


ing a council of war, to be composed of 
Marquis Cornwallis, and other officers of 
great experience. 

Captain Harvey said, that every officer 
with whom he was acquainted, was of opi- 
nion, that considering the different ports 
from which it would be necessary for the 
enemy to send their armament, it was im- 
possible that such concert could exist, as 
that 50,000 men could be embarked, come 
over and be disembarked in twelve hours, 
as the hon gent: (Col. Craufurd) seemed to 
think might be done. 

Colonel Wood said, he was lately at a 
meeting of the county of Surrey, at which a 
very able plan for the defence of the city of 

_ London was submitted. After expressing 
his approbation of the army of reserve, he 
_ recommended the example of Queen Eliza- 
beth, one of whose first acis was, when 
threatened with invasion, to appoint a coun- 
cil of war. Such an establishment must be 
_ particalarly usefal now, when we have such 
oficers.as Marquis Cornwallis, Lord Howe, 
Earl Suffolk, Earl Moira, and several other 
_ eminent characters, to compose it. With 
| Tespect to fortifications it would be foolish, 
he thought, to commence them now, unless 
we were certain of being able to finish them 
within a given time. 

Mr. Windbam said, he had but little to 
add upon general topics in addition to the 
military details of the hon. gent. (Colonel 
Craufurd), enforced as they had been by 
the very able and luminous commentary of 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt). The elo- 
quence of his right hon. friend would, he 
hoped, have the effect of producing in the 





country that proper temper, which without 
alarm or trepidation on one hand, or foolish 
confideuce on the other, would fit it for the 
circumstances in which it was to act, an 
the character which it had. to maintain. 
He was rather surprised to-find that gen- 
tlemen, on the ministerial bench, were dis- 
posed to receive the opinions of the hun. 
gent. who spoke first, with feelings of 
impatience and dissatisfaction ; but of those 
opinions, disagreeable as they were, he 
was willing fully to share the odium. They 
had produced the most salutary effects, 
both in the House, and upon the country; 
in rousing the people to.a sense of — 
and the government tothe necessity 0! . 
ction, He still was of opinion that 97 
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hoped he should not be deterred from pres- 
sing ministers to adopt it. But in fact it 
did imply no reflection on any one, far less 
on the illustrious person who had been al- 
luded to. It surely was no reflection on 
any one to say, that he could not embrace 
the whole official details of the army, and 
all the objects of deliberation, which might 
fall under the consideration of a commander 
in chief in the field. There was ample 
room, therefore, as there was, in the cir- 
cumstances of our situation, a strong call 
for the establishment of a-military council, 
It was not sufficient to say, that there was 
an officer in the quarter. master general’s 
department to whom the consideration of 
plans of defence, and of warlike operations, 
&c. was particularly entrusted. The exa- 
mination of these was not the work of one 
man. He knew something of the ofhicer 
in that department from personal acquain- 
tance, and much more from reputation, 
and he was convinced that no man would 
discharge more ably or zealously the duties 
of his station. He was glad that officer 
was so employed, among other things, be- 
cause it was a triumph over that vulgar 
jealousy of foreigners which this nation 
was but too apt to indulge. He hoped that 
we should carry our triumph over that feel- 
ing still further, and avail ourselves not 
only of the services of able foreign officers, 
who were already in this country or might 
easily be brought hither,’ but of others 
whose authority would do more even than 
their talents, and who wold show their ap- 
pearance in our ranks, that we felt the war 
to be, as in truth it was, a war in which 
their interest was identified with our own. 
To return from this digression, he must 
repeat, that the consideration of opera- 
tions.in field, and official details, was more 
than one man could properly undertake. 
We had many officersofdistinguished merit, 
some of them perhaps.too old for active ser- 
vice, but not the less able, on that account, 
to suggest measures themselves, or to con 
sider the suggestions of others, We had 
Lord Grey, Lord Howe, Lord Cornwallis, 
and others, whose services now were not 
employed. Were such acouncil establish- 
ed, men of active minds would,be more 
willing to lay theit views befUre them, than 
before any one man, let his reputation for 
candor or judgment be. what it might. 
With respect. to fortifications, he antl 
not detain the House)with any remarks, 
as his riews had so ably en- 
; p ex- 
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bill, with all the minutize of 





have the effect of turning the attention of 
ministers to that object, and not leave them 
in the situation in which they had so often 
been seen, ef finally confessing their own 
errors by adopting plans which they had 
before treated with neglect. There wasa 
story of two French colonels, between 
whom there was thought, by their regi- 
ment, to be a breat difference, igasmuch 
as, in urging their men to an attack, one 
of them used to speak in the the first per- 
son, al/ons; and the other m the second, 
allez. There was something of a similar 
remark to be made as to the use which the 
hon. gentlemen made of their tenses, 
When speaking of measures for the de- 
fence of the country, their language never 
was, it was done or doing, but that it should, 
or was now about to, be done. Their tense 
was always future. But since, by their 
conduct, they had admitted that the mea- 
sures of defence now adopted were neces- 
sary, why did they not adopt them sooner ? 
Was the danger tn which they were founded 
newly discovered? How many months 
is it since ministers saw that the country 
was menaced with threats of invasion? Yet 
afierall, the measures resorted to are such 
as cannot be brought to perfection fora 
long period, though the danger is admitted 
to have long existed. Can there be a 
stronger censure of their conduct? When 
a worthy magistrate of London was. this 
evening descanting on the rising spirit of 
the people, now impressed with the dan- 
ger with which they were threatened, the 
sentiments were loudly cheered by minis- 
ters. But do they forget that it is not long 
since they heard, with marked disapproba- 
tion, sentiments calculated to rouse that 
very spirit? Why did not ministers endea- 
vour to awaken the country sooner to those 
feelings in which they now exult? If 
there were any fortifications necessary to 
be erected, why did it happen that every 
thing was yet to be done in this way? It 


| was admitted, by the preparations carried 


on for defence, that it was possible a land- 
ing might be effected, and where the mag- 
nitude of the evil if the enemy should suc- 
ceed was so great, no chance which wis. 
dom and prudence might cut off ought to be 


lett open. He concluded with expressing a: ’ 


hope that in superintending the execution of 
this bill, ministers would take care thatin the 
mode of training, attention should be given 
chiefly to what is-usefuly If 

ed to the training. 
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teaching what, after all, would be of little 
utility. 

General Tarleton said, the army which 
the country ‘had, aided by the iregular 
force which might be called forth, would 


PARL. DEBATES, Jusy 22.—Defiuce of thé Country. 


be in a condition to repel any invasion that -| 
| cumstances, be of great utility; and he 


could be made. We should soon possess a 
military force most adapted to the war 
which it would be necessary to carry on in 


case the enemy should land. Speaking of | 
cavalry, he said, that it was proper to cou- | 


sider how it could act in case of invasion. 
In Suffolk, cavalry could act with the ut- 
most effect; and, though not to the same 
extent, yet in Essex, in Kent, and in Sus- 
sex, it could act in particular situations, 
but not with the same etfect. With re- 
spect to increasing the army by drafting 
the militia, he thought, mdependent of 
other difficulties, that 1t would be inexpe- 
dient to change the system of the army at 
such a critical moment by such an opera- 
tion. Unless the French were to attempt 
to invade us now, he conceived it impos- 
sible, when the equinox arrived, that, 
with the vessels and boats they must em- 


ploy, they could embark and sail with any. 


degree of concert. He then proceeded to 
consider the question of fortifications, He 
showed that fortifications in the proper 
sense required long time to plan and 
execuie, so that it could not be objected 
to misters that they were not carrying on 
fortifications; he thought they could be of 
little use, though such prodigious lines 
could be found as would extend from Yar- 
mouth to the Downs, and from the Downs 
to Portsmouth. He did not think, that in 
such a war as we should have to carry on 
here, lines would be the way to oppose 
the enemy. We must go out and attack 
them, not wait to defend lines. From his 
inilitary reading he found that lines rarely 
were defended with success. We ought 
to have what military men called a ma- 
meuvring army; such an army as the 
French would find ready to. attack them 
on every point—an army that soon would 
make them repent of their rash attempt. 
Colonel Cranfurd said, he never dreamt 
of any such thing as fortifying only one 
point from Yarmouth to Portsmouth, or 


‘ throwing up such lines as the hon, general 


had. spoken of. 


Mr.. Pitt equally complained of being 
misunderstood. He had spoke of stations 
capable of retarding the enemy, not of 
lines in which our army was to allow itse!f 


to be be: 
a| Maitland said, that had he capght 
8 eye sooner, he might have 
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troubled the Honse at some length, but 
most of what he intended to observe was an- 
ticipated.. There were a few remarks, how- 
ever, which he wished to make. With re- 
spect to fortifications, he was of opinion 
that their eld works might, in some cir- 


wished that it should be known how the 
fact stood as to this point. He thought this 
the more necessary, as there were misunder- 
standings on similar points both in and out 
of doors. For instance, it was said that 
some important provisions in the army of 
reserve bill had never been thought of till a 
speech of the right hon. gent. opposite (Mr. 
Windham) was delivered ; whereas the pro- 
visions in question had actually been prepar- 
ed before that speech was uttered. He 
wished the country to know too, that where- 
ever the officers commanding districts re- 
ported to government that field works were 
necessary, as governu.ent had directed an 
inspection to be made, then such works 
were either made or making. He thought 
it very improper that it should go out to the 
world that ministers were so inert, so inca- 
pable, so negligent, that they never took any 
steps for the defence of the country, till sti- 
mulated by speeches in Parliament, when 
they had in every instance anticipated the ree 
commendation of such speeches, Respect- 
ing the army of reserve, he said, that the 
original battalions of regiments would be 
filled with the best men, the second batta- 
lions with the second best, and the reserve 
battalions with the worst. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
there was no novelty to him in the speech of 
the hon. gent. who opened this debate (Col. 
Craufurd), as most of his views were con- 
tained in that body of information which 
was before ministers on this subject, and 
which it had been their duty to consult. As 
to field works, it was a fact that measures 
had actually been taken for the execution of 
every thing judged necessary on that head, 
and money had been issued from the treasu- 
ry, weeks ago, to defray that expense; 5° 
that it was not necessary that either the of- 
ficers commanding districts, or government, 
should be reminded of their duty by 4°Y 
speeches in thgt House. 

"De, Mere said, he did os sone - 
of entering at any length imo’ 
scinagl dlaceiden, bateual of submitting 







some few observation on particular pow" 
which had been advanced from the ott 
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member of Parliament, on every subject 
connected with the public interests of the 
realm; and what could undeniably challenge 
that description, especially in the moment 
when invasion is threatened, than the system 
of our military defence? In his opinion, 
Parliament and the Country had the kighest 
obligations to the bouoursble and gallant of 
ficer who had begun the debate of that 
night. Attempts, however, had been re- 
peatedly made to stifle and suppress his sen- 
timents. But having failed in this their first 
object, having by their conduct only rouzed 
and stimulated him to a more determined 
and more zealous discharge of his duty in 
that House, having found him to be distin- 
guished.no less by eloquence and civic ta- 
Jents, than by valour and all the qualifica- 
tions of an accomplished soldier, ministers 
and their supporters now afected to treat 
with levity and disregard what they were 
pleased to call his * military lectures.” It 
was slightingly said, there was no sort of no- 
velty in them; nothing, according to Mr. 
Bayes’s receipt, *“‘ to elevate and surprize.” 
Possibly: yet might they, notwithstandicg, be 
not the less jadicious, less useful, less neces- 
sary. An honourable general indeed (Gen. 
Maitland), wuo avowed not only much pro- 
fessional deference, but a strong personal 
friendship, for the honourable and gallant 
member, had even gone back to the history 
of the late act for raising an army of reserve, 
with the kind intention of relieving his friend 
from a load of unmerited praise, which, it 
stems, had been cast upon him by mistake 
on that occasion. Many, it was said, be- 
lieved that he had suggested the provision, 
which by empowering his Majesty to com- 
plete and augment the old regiments from 
the men to be raised by the new ballot, al- 
tered the whole character of the. measure. 
But no; the honourable general says, that 
provision made a part.of the printed bill, 
before ever the gallant colonel opened his 
lips on the subject. What then was the 
fact? The very reverse. The bill was 
read a first and second time; committed for 
the express purpose of filling up the blanks 
agreeably to the views of ministers ; report- 
ed, printed, and recommitted. In that state 
it still exists. Let the honourable general 
examine it; let him torture it as he pleases, 
clause by clause, and line by line; in what 
Corner does there lurk a trace of any such 
Provision? There is not a single casual and 
ambiguous word, which that way. 
On teases p gpa Som that the ho- 

gallant officer having spoken 












the effect which he had advised, should be 
proposed in the proper place. - This, Dr 
Laurence contended, was the correct fact. 
For this he appealed to the records of the 
House; to the Secretary at War himself; 
to the recollection of all who had not memo- 
ries like that of the honourable general, or 
of another honourable general (Tarleton), 
if indeed his faculty of remembering might 
be judged from.the specimen which he had 
that night afforded. What, however, did it 
really signify to a just estimate of the ability 
which directs the councils of our executive 
government (and ihat was the great concern 
of the country), whether so essential a 
change was effected by the exertions of the 
honourable and gallant colonel, or by those 
of his right honourable friend near him (Mr. 
Windham), and others, who in the earlier 
stages of the bill had urged similar objecs 
tions? The matured plan of ministerial 
wisdom stands recorded in the first printed 
copy. There it is to be found pure, entire, 
nd perfect, as its authors wished it to come 
before the House and the public. And had 
that passed into a law unresisted, his Ma- 
jesty could only bave formed the new levies 
into new battalions of raw men, without a 
veteran soldier amongst them, while the 
ranks of the old regiments, deficient toa 
degree which he did nor chuse too minutely 
to state, and utterly unable to struggle with 
the competition of such bounties as now were 
set up against them, must have remained 
for ever unrecruited and unsupplied. Ha 
pily it was resisted; and thanks to the few that 
steadily persevered in their duty notwithstand= 
ing the most studied misrepresentations of 
their conduct, if ail that might be desired 
had not been obtained, yet thus much at 
least had been extorted; that now there is 
some chance of our soon having an army, 
almost as large as when ministers in their 
short-sighted love of economy, began to re 
duce it on the signature of their insidious, 
humiliating, and insecure peace.—The. 
learned member next adverted to the speech - 
of General Tarleton; who, he said, had ia 
his answer strangely forgot—for to misre- 
presentation, to ignorance, to any thing but 
the treachery of his memory it was impose 
sible to attribute that he had so totally mis- 
stated—some importaut cpinions of the ho- 
nourable and gallant officer, often advanced 
by him with sufficient distinctness hefure, 
more fully developed by him that night, and 
afierwards enforced by a right hon. gent. 
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to have made a deep impression on all but the 
honourable general. The fortifications which 
had been recommended, for the defence of our 
coasts were merely of the kind, which some 
theoretical writers distinguished by the term 
ef marine fortifications; batteries erected 
in chosen spots, to sweep the surface of the 
water where the beach may be peculiarly 
accessible to boats; to play from higher 
ground on the places, where a hostile fleet 
may anchor; and to command the vallies and 
passes which lead into the heart of the coun- 
try ; batteries open on the land-side, so as 
if taken to afford no shelter to the invaders, 
and mounted with iron ordnance, which 
would be unserviceable for the field. These 
on the coast, and in the approach to the me- 
tropolis, entrenchments, redoubts, and other 
similar works marked cut and prepared on 
the same principle, to strengthen two or 
three well-selected positions, where we 
might most advantogeously compe! the 
enemy to fightus., Constituted, as he him- 
self understood, all that was meant by those, 
who in that House had been the advocates 
of fortifications, and as far as he was abie to 
judge. with them, Dr. Laurence added, he 
most heartily concurred, where then did the 
hon. genera] discover his lines of circum- 
valiation, his ditches, with their scarps and 
counterscarps, bis ramparts, ravelins, and 
bastions, with which he surrounded our 
shores, from Portsmouth to the mouth of 
the Thames ? They were the works of his 
own imagination, and it seemed a little 
niggardly, when he was about it, that he 
did not extend them to our other great naval 
arsenal, on the one side, and to Lieth Roads 
on the other. This omission, however, was 
of little importance, siuce the celerity, with 
which he constructed them, was at least 
equalled by the facility with which he took 


or destroyed them all. Fiushed with this | 


cheap victory, in which he was himself at 
once the conqueror and the conquered, the 
triumphant commander marched on, over- 
turned and trampled under foot the pride 
of that military science, which ignorant lay- 
men regard with most reverence and admi- 
ration. In 4 moment he assaulted, carried, 
and levelled, with the earth, ail the mighty 


work, which so long were the glory of Coe- 


horn. and Vaubién. If we belicve him, armies 
should seem tohave been entrenched, and 


Cities fortified, with no other view, than 


that they might more surely fall according 


to the rules of art. Thebon. geueral, it was: 
_ true, was deservedly renowned for his skill, 
in one sort of partisan-war ; yet possibly in 
“the campaigns. of that House, he might 
efind it sater after all not to despise, the pro. 





tection of his own lines and ramparts ; 
otherwise in that field of battle, if he trusted 
too much to his courage alone, arms might 
sometimes yield to the gown. The learned 
member observed, that he had himself oc- 
casionally read a little of military, as well as 
civil, history, unequal as he was on such 
subjects to the honourable general, yet he 
would venture to defend the lines of Arras 
at least against the attack of that night ; 
lines, which by the way had only been once 
taken, and not twice, as the hon. general 
had represented, unless indeed he meant to 
pay himself the compliment of having then 
taken them the second time. The forcing 
of them was one of the most memorable 
exploits of the great Turenne, the first per- 
haps, as he was the most virtuous, of mo- 
dern heroes. He could not even approach 
to reconnoijtre, without exposing himself, 
his staff, and nearly the whole strength ot 
his cavalry, to be cut in pieces; but having 
served in the Spanish armies he knew the 
embarrassment of their councils, and the 


tardiness of their operations. ‘* Did Condé 


command in this quarter,” said he, to the 
Duke of York, who accompanied him, “ I 
should have no business here.” The veteran 
officers of his train, for the first time, 
murmured against him. The generals, next 
in authority te him, protested against his 
design ; they endeavovred to dissuade him 
from it; they publicly used artifices to in- 
timidate him. His troops began to lose 
their confidence in him, whom they were 
wont to call their protector, friend, and fa- 
her. Yet he persevered. He went through 
the camp, eutreating, exhorting, instructing, 
explaining the advantages, the dangers, and 
the peculiar duties of the attack, which he 
had resolved to make in the night. They 
marched, ‘The surprise of the enemy was 
complete ; and the lines were entered almost 
without resistance. Yet when he wasn 
possession of them ; when. the. Spanish ge- 
perals had been discomfited ; after the Arch- 
Duke had withdrawn himself; if Conde, 
who alone made a last effort to oppose him, 
couid have succeeded in his endeavours 10 
bring ap some regiments of infantry ; the 
victor himself, with a noble candour con- 
fessed, that he must have sought shel! 
with his whole army behind the walls © 
Arras. What then was there in this 51g 
achievement to shake our faith + la 
posed mode of defence. . Nothing, °™* 
there was much indeed for the —, a 
templation and perpetual study of ™! aed 
men. For no where could be found a 1 
i‘lustrious example of the superonty 


dominion by which the most 4 
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difficulties’ are subjected: toa truly great 
miad, bold without rashness in planning, 
steady to the purpose which it has once 
deliberate!y chosen, patient of contradiction, 
and even of affront for the public service, 
jadicious in applying all the ordinary means 
within its power, fertile of new resources, 
working in every direction to its end, not 
despising and braving the obstructions, which 
art and science may throw in its way, but 
eluding or surmounting all, through the 
aid of that best and surest guide of all prac- 
tical wisdom, an enlarged knowledge of 
human nature, and the quick foresight, that 
anticipates all the councils of an adversary, 
descends as it were into his bosom, and 
views the master-springs of his very thouglits, 
through an enlightened acquaintance with 
the peculiar habits and character by which 
he is distinguished. . 

Dr. Laurence then requested permission of 
the House to notice shortly, what had fallen 
from an honourable and gallant member in 
the naval service, captain Hervey. It had 
been remarked, that no considerable arma- 
ment could leave any harbour of France ip 
less than two successive tides ; that half of it 
would consequently be exposed to the sepa- 
rate attack of our squadrons, and the ope- 
rations of the whole must be materially re- 
tarded : and it was true. With regard to the 
harbours of France, it was so ; ‘they, were 
tide-harbours. But the harbours of Hol- 
land were of a different description, Behind 
the islands which stretch along the entrance 
of the Zuyder Zee, and those which are 
thickly scattered in the mouth of the Maese 
and the Scheldt, fleets of sucht vessels as 
the enemy is preparing for this invasion, 
might lie secure from the attempts, and in a 
great measure concealed even from the ob- 
servation of our cruizers, ready to put to 
sca ata moment's warning. This -it was, 
the possession of Holland by France, and of 
Holland contiguous to her own extended 
frontiers, which made the menaces of inva- 
sion so much more formidable now, than 
in any former period of our history. His 
principal view, however, in adverting to this 
topic at all was to. mark. its total inappli- 
cabiluty. He was himself as little disposed 
a8 any man to undervalue our chance. of 
tafety from the vigilance, activity and bra- 
very of our. fleets alone ; but the question 
how did not, relate to our naval, but to our 
wnilitary defence. It necessarily supposed a 
landing to-have been effected. If that were 
Rot possible, ifthat were not an event, which 
we should be prepared to meet, too much 
bad been already done; the. measures, which 
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superfluous and. nugatory, they were. vexa-. 
tious, they were burthensome ; and the bill 
then under consideration, in the general 
principle of which even. they cordhaliy 
agreed who had abstained from any pat- 

ticipation in all that pecceded, was yvios, 
lent, harsh and oppressive. Indeed. the, 
zeal of the hon. and gallant members. who, 
had spoken that night, hadin more instances, 
than one driven them wide of their 

mark. By mistake they had poured io a 

whole volley upon their own leaders ;. or 

rather (he said) his right hon. friend: the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer had put hime 

self in the way of receiving their fire, For, ; 
he had in fact, on the part of the King’s % 
servants, approved the very mode of defence d 
so forcibly pressed upon them by the gallant 

colonel, who opened the debate. His miy 

litary. lecture, it was asserted, had nothing ; 
of novelty in it ;—Why? Truly, because A 
all the ofhcers, who had been consulted, had ; 
concurred in recommending some plan or 
other of the kind ; and money had actually 
been issued from the Exchequer preparatory iu 
to the erecting of new fortifications. There i 
was, therefore, no dispute on the expediency ie 
of resorting to these means of defence, ex- 
cept between. ministers and their own overs 


























































eager supporters: between them and their *S 
opponents the question is narrowed. to the me 
single point ; —whether that which isdistinetly a 
admitted to have been thought highly impore “on 
tant to the safety of the country, has not + 
been too long delayed by a negligence which v 
is without excuse, and for which no coms Ah 
mon degree of inattention and supineness f 


can account. ‘They did not sign their own 
boasted peace without having this. subject 
before their eyes: without acknowledging 
the necessity, without holding forth.a pros 
mise of doing without loss of time, what 
after three months of adverse negotiation 
and three months more of actual war, is not 
yet begun. In discussing the preliminary 
treaty, he had himself especially urgedthe 
situation of danger in which we should for 
the future be placed, by recognizing and 
confirming,aawethen virtually did, the faides 
ral union of Holland with France, offensive as 
well as defensive, against Great-Britain, and 
Great-Britain alone; and he bad declared, shut 
nothing less than tbe solemn decision of Pars 
liament after the fullest and most uninfies 
enced discussion, should ever have induced 
him, to have’ signed any peace, without 
some effectual provision for the real indes 
pendence of Holland. Against that league 
be would have taken his stand, as havin 

no other assignable object than the intimis: 
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country. What then was the answer to 
this? He was told by the Secretary at War, 
that he and his colleagues were not insen- 
sible to the danger ; but the best military 
authorities were of opinion, that our eastern 
coast might be essentially strengthened and 
put into a condition to bid defiance to the 
énemy, by a judicious system of fortitica- 
tion. The hon. and learned member said, 
he believed, that He had since taken more 
than one opportunity of treatitig the substi- 
tution of this poor and pitiful refuge for the 
old barrier of our fatliers, with something 
of scorn and defision: but would not any 
man have imagined at least, that ministers 
who thought in this manner, would instantly 
have set about the execution of some such 
system, during the interval of a peace, 
which the same right hon. gent. in the very 
same breath described as a hollow armed 
trace. Possibly, however, they doubted tke 
opinions of their own best authorities. For 
during the next summer they sent to tltose 
coasis a number of ingenious young officers, 
to re-examine every spot, and take drawings 
of the whole with a professed view to the 
choice of defensive positions. Well; they 
mus( now have obtained all the informa- 
tion, which they could have wanted : and 
the first Consul, not long after, cave 
them a preity intelligible intimation, that 
it was time to act upon it: for letters 
were intercepted directing his spies, called 
commercial agents, to procure soundings 
of all the harbours and roadsteads along our 
coasis. Were they then rouzed to vigilance? 
No; they slumbered on in as tranquil se- 
curity, as if they had believed, what they 
Were perpetually talking about, “ profound 
“ peace.” Next came his Majesty's mes- 
sage, calling upon his people to arm, as in 
expectation of an invasion. Stil} not a sin 
gie stone was laid, not a turf displaced. At 
last hostilities followed. And now, it might 
be supposed, that to recover their lost time, 
ministers would be doubly alert in carrying 
all their long-treasured plans into instant 
operation and effect. But what did they 
really do? As if they had been taken by 
surprize; asifthe subject had never once 
occurred to their imaginations ; as if, truly, 
it was pot in a time of war, and under the 
menace of an invasion, though indeed with 
ample means of success prepared to their 
hands, that oly two years before they had 
received the government of the country ; 
they i tosolicit every military man who 
approached th aod, with the rest, the 
gallant € Hf; for projects and me- 
Morials, ta igstract them in the first rodi- 
meots of Uxir duty. At the same time, they 


PARL. DEBATES, Jury 22.—Defence of the Country. 


(1252 


hunted through tlie Statute Book for the 
measures of their predecessors ; revived the 
laws that atthdrized the services of volun- 
teers; drew out that part of the old supple- 
mentary militia, which they had chosen to 
retain; ahd converted the rerhainder, with 
no great variation in the original scheme of 
their bill, into an army of reserve. Now, 
whatever they may ultimately make of it in 
practice, tliey have, after much importunity 
of others, brought forwatd an act to enforce 
a genera! training of our whole military po- 
pulation. Yet, all this while; what is be- 
come of that judicious system of fortification, 
which was to counterBalartce the weight of 
Holland, as a maritime province, in the 
scale of France? Where are the batteries and 
strong posts, which it would be 4 principal 
use of our sea fencibles, and the train-bands 
of the coasts, to man against the enemy? 
The only intelligence which we had heard 
concerning them, was, that a week or two 
since, mottey (how much or how little we 
knew not) had been at last issued for the 
purpose of taking measures to set about 
some preparations or other for beginmng 
new works; but when, where, and to what 
extent these works would be erected, which 
were not even now 1n a state of incipiency, 
the House and the public were still left to 
conjecture. They had merely, what meta- 
physicians, in their subtleties, called a poten- 
tial or possible existence; they had the 
means of existing ; fer money, the first mover 
of every thing, had been gtanted ; but that 

they would actually exist, was still as uncer- 

fain as ever: and he must remind the sages 

of the Treasury-bench, that men, as wise 2s 

themselves, had mooted the point, whether 

an actually existing fly is not of more value 

than a possibly existing angel. His right 

hon. friend near him (Mr. Windham) had 

observed, that ministers, io speaking of their 
own measures, never used the present, but 
always the future tense ; nothing 1s een 
every thing is to be done. But even in the 
expression of the future, they seemed to se- 
lect the more distant future. In the ora 
racy of the first and most perfect of val 
guages, with all the beauties and delicact . 
of which his right hon. friend near him wa 





known to be eminently conversant; oom 
was a pecoliar form of the future vas 4 
which marked, that the thitig should be ce! 
tainly, speedily, and effectually accomplished : 
a form, which in its very inflexion, 

acombination of the future with the p® 
He feared, however, if thé noble lord tr 
Grosvenor) who ‘ly entertait 
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now, in another House, took a conspicuous 
lead on the side of the present ministers, 
should attempt to translate their orations 
into choice Greek, for the benefit of classical 
sterity, not,a single passage would he find, 
which would admit of that emphatic tense, 
All was in the loose, indefinite futare. They 
do intend to begin on their system of forti- 
fying our most vulnerable coasts; but it may, 
probably, be not till after the enemy has 
Janded, or been defeated at a distance from 
our shores; perhaps, what they held forth 
to tranquillize us ander the perils of the last 
peace, may even he deferred to the security 
of the next, Jt was difficult to fix upon 
them any decisive language on the subject 
of their favourite child, the late treaty of 
Amiens: but did they believe it to be q 
solid pacification, or a hollow truce? They 
sometimes had calied it the one, and some- 
times the other; to which would they ad- 
here? If they did flatter themselves that it 
was likely to be permanent, where was their 
political foresight and sagacity ? If they did 
occasionally feel a misgiving, that it could 
not last, why did they not occupy all the 
short interval in providing those means of 
defence, which they had approved, which 
they knew and had declared to be necessary, 
which could not have afforded the slightest 
pretext for umbrage to the most jealous 
rival; and which, when they are wanted, 
cannot be produced like enchanted castles 
in fairy tales, at the waving of a white 
wand? Why did they not entrench cliffs, 
raise batteries, cast iron cannon to mount 
upon them, and stock our arsenals with 
arms, in readiness to give every effect to the 
patriotism and courage of a whole people, 
who, if hostilities should be renewed, it was 
plain to foresee, must be called forth to com- 
bat to the last drop of their blood, for all that 
can be dear and interesting tomen? To 
him ministers seemed to have abdicated the 
functions of their offices, It devolved then 
upon Parliament to supply their deficiencies. 
He wished, therefore, that some member of 
high authority in that house, either his right 
hon. friend near him (Mr. Windham), the 
right hon. gent. who had spoken under the 
gallery (Mr. Pixt), or the hon. gent. who 
on a former day had so powerfully supported 
this measure (Mr. Fox), would come for- 
ward before Parliament should separate, and 
ttorm a duty, which ministers were un- 
willing or unable to discharge, by animating 
pe: spirit of the nation to the pitch of the 
resent exigency, and directing their energy, 
when excited, yo a tiie af wel tact 


 Woeasures, vast, mighty, efficacious, every 
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way adequate to the demands of this mo- 
mentous crisis. 

Sir /V. Erskine could not agree in some 
opinions that had been advanced. If we 
were to have a field-work from Yarmouth 
to Portsmouth, what effect could it pros 
duce, but to fritter away the main energies 
of our strength? In his opinion, the only 
system that could safely be adopted, was 
to assemble the whole of our force upon one 
point. That point, a military knowledge 
of the country might easily select-—it should 
be such as would maintain a compleat com- 
munication through the Thames; and with- 
out adopting such a scale of action, the 
whole provisions of the bill must prove nu- 
gatory. The fortification of the coasts 
would be of no avail—it would only tend 
to scatter our forces, while such situations 
might be adequately filled by light detach- 
ments of our cavalry, that may be properly 
stationed to announce the approach of the 
enemy. 

Col. Craufurd complained that in most 
of his observations he had been misunder+ 
stood. 

Mr. Archdale warmly supported the bill, 
He was only afraid that the people of Eng- 
land relied too much on their wooden walls, 
and on the local opportunities of their situa- 
tion. They should be alarmed—but the 
alarm should be a judicious ones an alarm 
that created confidence, instead of dismay: 
— it should be recollected, that the English 
character had displayed itself in rye 
abroad, while it professed but a sma 
degree of military spirit and reputation at 
home, 

Sir J. Pulteney contended, that all —— 
justified the system of fortified posts, whi 
position he illustrated by a variety of refer- 
ences to ancient and modern history. 

Capt. Markham complained that gentle- 
men had entered into a number of military 
details to which, in his opinion, it was not 
necessary or prudent to allude. As to the 
danger of invasion, it gave him no great 
alarms if the enemy had a fair wind, and 
came in the force in which they threatened 
to come, the difficulty of their landmg 
would be materially increased by the surf 
which their approach must occasion. 

Mr. Hutchinson gave his most cordial sup- 

rt to the bill, as far as it went; but, in 

is opinion, it did not go far enough. Thete 
was one part of the united empire to which 
the bill did not extend, and perhaps pra- 
dence might have dictated that reservation. 
This was a circumstance which he could 
wo ? lament; because when distrust: was 
2 < dy fhe 
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once betrayed, instead of affection, you 
must expect hatred. This, however, was a 
delicate topic to touch upon; he should 
therefore refrain from any B thas toes upon 
it, and content himself with saying, that the 
present measure, as far as it went, met with 
his most cordial sppport. 

Col. Perter could not see what advantage 
could be drawn from adverting to the vul- 
nerable part of the country. Such military 
discussions might as well be omitted in that 
House.—The question was then called for, 
gud agreed to mem. con. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, July 23. 


[DereNcE oF THE couNTRY.]—The 
General Defence Bill, was brought up from 
the Commons by the Secretary at War, 
and others, presented, and read a first 
time, 

Lord Hodar? then moved, that the order 
for taking into consideration the standing 
orders, No. 26 and 155, be read. These 
orders were reid accordingly by the read- 
jng clerk, and are resolutions that no ques- 
dion should be put from the woolsack a se- 
gond time, on the same day, on any bill.— 
Lord Hobart moved, that the said orders be 
suspended during the progress of the Ge- 
neral Delence Bill through its several 
stages. Ordered.—His Lordship then 
moved, that the bill be naw read a second 
time.—It was then read a second time. 

Lord Hobart said, it was ot the utmost 
importanee to the country, that the bill 
should pass with every possible expedition. 
He meant, therefore, to move, that it be 

‘referred to a Committee of the whole 
-House on Monday, as he thought the prints 
would be upon the table early on that day; 
-but as some noble lords might have objec- 
tions to the detail of the bill, they would 
have an opportunity of urging those objec- 
tions on the question, “ that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee on the bill,’ 
He hoped, however, the objections, if any 
‘were offered, would not be persisted in, as 
not a moment was to be lost in giving the 
bill the authority of a statute. His lord-. 
ship concluded with moving, * that the bill 
printed,’? 

The Duke of Cumberland said, he certain- 
‘ly did not rise to oppose the motion; he 
‘pose merely to:throwat out to the candour 
-of the House, whether, if the prints were 
‘moteto be upon tl 
hwould be possible for noble lords sufticient- 
udy to examine the-clauses of it, 10 prepare 
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the table before Monday, it se of 
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themselves for. going immediately into a 
Committee upon them. He did not mean 
to obstruct the quick progress of the bill, 
but he thought it right to offer this sugges. 
tion to their conside: ation. 

The Duke of Norfolk said, he conceived 
the sole question before the House to be, 
** that the bill be printed.” With regard 
to going into the Committee, there might 
be noble lords who had objections to offer 
to particular clauses, in order to facilitate 
the general operation and effect of the bill. 
For his own part, it would not be conve- 
nient for him to attend on Monday, and 
therefore he took that opportunity of say- 
ing, that all of these in the country, of 
every rank and description, whom he had 
lately seen and conversed with, appeared 
to be animated with the same patriotic spi- 
rit, and were eager to Carry the measure 
pointed out by the present bill into imme- 
diate execution, or to effect any still strong- 
er measure, that government might think it 
expedient to suggest—being one and all 
duly impressed with the great urgency and 
importance of their services in the common 
detence of their country.—The bill was 
committed for Monday, and the lords order- 
ed to be summoned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, July 25. 


| Mrnures.]—Counsel was heard in the 
Scotch appeal, Rutherford and Stormonth, 
after which the decision of the Court of 
Session in favcur.of the respondent was al- 
firmed, with 601. costs. —The London Quo- 
ta Bill, and Clergy Residence Mistake Bill, 
were read a third time and passed.—The 
Chatham Chest and Longitude Bills were 
read a second time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted the next day. 

DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY. ]—Lord 
Hobart rose, and moved the order of the day 
for the suspension of some standing orders 
of the House, for the purpose of giving '= 
cility and dispatch to the progress of the 
General Defence Bill. Agreed to,—He 
then. moved the order of the day for tle 
commitment of the Defence Bill, The ob- 
ject and nature of Pe heh was, he ence 

ended, so clearly displayed upon We © 
of it, that ic cognized but little explanation f 
Their lordships were completely aware ly 
Hs ARE OR a recn. forme 
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in case of invasion, have withdrawn himself 
from the service, It was his Majesty’s an- 
cient and undoubted prerogative, to call 
out his subjects upon the invasion of a fo- 
reign enemy ; and therefore this might have 
been done without any application to Par- 
liament. That it was his ancient and un- 
doubted prerogative, it would be quite un- 
necessary for him to enter upon any proof in 
that House. The circumstances.of the times, 
and the changes that had taken place du- 
ring the revolution of two centuries, had 
rendered the exertion of his Majesty's pre- 
rogative in some measure useless. Some- 
thing more therefore was necessary. His 
Majesty had a right to call out all his sub- 
jects ; but the intervention of Parliament 
was now necessary to enable him to call 
them out with effect. The object of the bill 
then was, to authorise his Majesty to pre- 
pare his subjects to act with effect, in case 
the appearance of the enemy should render 
an exertion of his prerogative in calling them 
out indispensable. Such then being the na- 
ture and tendency of the bill, he thought 
that it would experience no opposition, but 
would be allowed to pass with that celerity 
which its importance demanded. If any 
person had objections to the principle, this 
was the time to propose them. If none were 
made, then the bill would go into the Com- 
mittee, when their lordships might suggest 
any amendments which they should think 
proper. : 

The Duke of Cumberland rose and said, 
that to the object of the bill, which upon 
its face purported to be the ‘ Defence of 
the Country”, it was ?mpossible any objec- 
tion could be urged. What he had formerly 


thrown out went merely thus far, that he | 


apprehended, in a measure of this import- 
ance, too short an interval was allowed be- 
(ween the printing of the bill and the dis- 
cussion of it. We were now called upon 
to defend not only our lives, but what to 
Britons must be of far greater importance 
than life itself, our liberties and our ho- 
nour. We were now to defend ourselves 
against an overbearing usurper, who inso- 
lently had threatened to put to death ail 
whom he found in arms agziast him. That 
he would meet with the most disgraceful de- 
feat, hehad nodoubt, but it became us to 
be prepared. There was.no concealing the 
magnitude of the:danger. To avert would 
require diligence andvactivity, but with di- 
ligence and activity.it might be averted. He 


Sid not wish to:sce. the country 
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danger being more than counterbalanced 
by the magnitude of the spirit and prepa- 
ration which would be employed to meet 
that danger. His advice to.his countrymen, 
to.those who had the happiness to be born 
British subjects, would be, to be prepared 
for the worst, and not to be led away by 
the seatiment, which he was sorry to find 
had obtained currency, that invasion was 
impossible. The vigilance and activity of 
the usurper required av equal vigilance on 
our part. Every effort was to be called forth, 
but if the country were not wanting to it- 
self, the result would be disgrace and de- 
feat to our enemies, and eterna) glory to the 
British empire. 

Lord Mulgrave rose, and at some length 
| expressed his satisfaction with the bill. It 
| held for its object the defence of the coun- 
try, and to that none could urge any objec- 
tion. No person could doubt that it was 
his Majesty's undoubted prerogative to call 
upon the services of all his subjects in case 
of invasion. The change produced by the 
lapse of a long period in the habits and 
military duties of mankind, had rendered 
it necessary for Parliament to interfere, in 
order to give effect to that prerogative. A 
preparation was now necessary, which some 
centuries ago there was no occasion for. 
Tbe King might call out his sabjects, but 
it was necessary ‘that they should previously 
be disciplined, in order to meet the discipline 
which should be opposed to them. The 
principle of the bill, which went to pro- 
duce this state of discipline, he, with all his 
heart, approved, It was the period at which 
it was introduced that he lamented. Why 
| was it not brought forward before? ‘Consi- 
dering the time that must necessarily ela 
before the provisions of the bill could be 
carried into execution, he feared that, by 
the neglect of having it put off so long, it 
could hardly be productive of any benefit for 
the present year.’ Considering that we were 
at war since the Sth of March, and the me- 
nacing tone of our enemy ever since the 
treaty of Amiens, what could we think of 
the foresight and wisdom of ministry, that 
only at this time of day thought proper to 
rouse the energy of the country ? To the 
treaty of Amiens ‘be had many objections, 
and had always been against the .surrender 
of Malta.. But be voted in favour of that 
treaty for this .parpose, that all tmight be 
convinced of the impossibility of remaining 
at peace with the existing government. of 
France. This. conviction was . 

Bat when we perceived that the n 
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pion that the aggressions and insults of our 
foe were hardly to be endured, and that 
ever since the month of October last, 
what could we think of the wisdom and 
foresight of those ministers who only now 
avere making preparations against the danger? 
He expressed his respect and esteem for the 
ministers collectively, with many he was 
particularly connected; but if his dearest 
friend were tobe guilty of what appeared 
to him neglect and indifference, he could 
not at the present moment be silent. This 
was nota time to give way to the feelings 
of partizlity. When the country had been 
so ready to go along with them, be was as- 
tonisbed at the apathy of ministers, who seem: 
ed to be afraad of expressing their sense 
of our danger and alarming the country. The 
country ought to be alarmed. He did not 
mean the alarm of fear or timidity, but tha¢ 
sense of danger that would naturally lead to 
the adoption of measures to avert it. He 
had been told, and indeed he himself had 
observed, that ¢here was too great an apa- 
thy in the country. ‘Why was this the case ? 
Because the people expected the alarm from 
Government. They had been accustomed 
to agovernment whose vigilance, prompti- 
tude, and foresight, had averted dangers un- 
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| 
| 
| 





equalled, both by their magnitude, and in | 


the rapidity with which they succeeded each 
other, Now when the alarm was spread, 
such was the spirit of the people, smeh were 
their readiness to second the exertions of 
overnment, that even this measure, with 





all the compulsion which it went to exercise, | 
was the most popular that ever had been in- | 


troducéd into Parliament, 
proved of the measure, because he saw in- 
finite advantage in it for future periods, 
Now that the spirit of the country was ef- 
fectually roused, he expressed his confidence 
that every attempt of ovr foe against us 
would be attended with disgrace on his 
part, and glory and success on ours. 

Lord [Westmorland said, there could be no 
doubt entertained of the extent of his Ma- 
jesty’s prerogative, in calling for the personal 
service of all classes of his subjects ; the pe- 
culiar effect of this bill was, by previous 
discipline and organization, to make them 
more serviceable than they would otherwise 
be, when the occasion of exerting that pre- 
rogative might occur. Notwithstanding the 
general conduct of ministry was represented 
by the noble lord who spoke last as weak 
and tardy, his lordship contended, that the 
present measure, when taken in connexion 
with the other preparations, and the effi- 
/Cient system by which it was preceded, 


shewed a vigour and exertion that had never 


He highiy ap- | | 
| sible, his lordship asked, for the bill to have 
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been surpassed. The peace. of Amiens he 
considered as an experiment, that had con- 
vinced the country no peace could be ex- 
pected where one of the parties only was 
inclined to that state. The consequence he 
must regret, with respect to that peace, was 
the necessary reduction of the army which it 
occasioned ; to this he wholly atiributed the 
deficiency of the militia on the breaking out 
of the present war, and not to any negli- 
gence on the part of the respective lords lieu- 
tenants. As tothe charge of tardiness, he 
doubted whether the bill, if it had been 
brought forward sooner, would have had the 
same support throughout the country. We 
were now in a situation when, “ he that 
hath a sword let him gird himself therewith, 
and he that hath not, let him sell his gar- 
ment to buy one.” The preparations now 
so generally made, his lordship thought the 
most likely means of preventing, the attempt 
of the menaced invasion ; but if, contrary 
to that expectation, it should, in fact, take 
place, he trusted that neither the country 
at large, nor London in particular, would 
feel any alarm, but be ready, as they were 
amply provided with the means, to retrieve 
the character they lost on the invasion of the 
Roman Cesar. 

Lord Hobart expressed himself much sur- 
prised at the object and tendency of the 
speech delivered by the noble lord (Mul- 
grave) who spoke last but one, particularly 
as he had reason to believe his lord-hip was 
a friend to the principle of the bill. His 
speech appeared to be made for no other 
purpose but to depreciate the government 
in the eyes of the country ; but was It pos 


been so well received in the country, if the 
conduct of government had been s0 = 
and tardy as had been represented rn = 
present situation of affairs, his lordship cov 
not conceive what advantage his noble frien 
proposed to the country, by this studied ani- 
madversion on the past conduct of — 
ment. He had said that the people took 
their tone from the tone of government ; 
and seemed to condemn the latter, for rs 
sooner rousing the country from 4 er 
listless indifference and inactive 9p Lb 
For what purpose was all this ? py Hi 
the present moment, should his noble com 
assert that government had fallen ae se 
their duty ? The point, however, had - foe 
degree been established. His noble hold, 
had upheld, as he himself would up ‘n 
the conduct of the late administratio®, 
times of trying exigencies. Wasi D ¢ 
however, by thus timing this panegy™ a 
insinuate that if they had now bees 
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trusted with the conduct of public affairs, 
the present measures would not have been 
go long delayed? If so, why, it may be 
asked, in a period of scarcely less danger, 
the year 1798, did not this same adminis- 
tration bring forward a similar measure ? 
The arguments now advanced would lead 
to the inference, that they were culpable in 
not doing so. In fact, however, as had been 
saidby the noble lord who spoke last, the 
propricty of a measure must depend on the 
peculiar circumstanees of the moment in 
which it was brought forward. Govern- 
ment, however, were not strictly charge- 
able with weakness and inattention, because 
ihey exercised their judgment in selecting 
the time ia which a partieular measure 
should be brought forward. Let the House 
recollect what had, previously to this mea- 
sure, been done. Thre militia were called 
out, the supplementary militia added, the 
regular forcé increased, and an army of 
reserve establi-hed. Now all these plans of 
operation were necessarily carried on by 
the same persons. What we foresaw, there- 
fore, would have arisen, if they had all 
been undertaken at onee. He could not 
speak accurately of the state of prepara- 
tion in which France might at this moment 
be, but it was much greater than he con- 
ceived, if the forces of the country would 
be ready to act with any possible effect be- 
fore the winter preparations, now suggested 
by the present bill, would be ready to ops 
pose them. He was aware that the prepa- 
rations on the other side of the water were 
great; they were great also here, and ade- 
quate to repel them. Approving, as the 
country was acKnowledgec to do, of the 
present measure, it was too much to take 
that opportunity of charging government 
with criminal delay, and doing nothing in 
its preparations. He professed the greatest 
respect and friendship for the noble lord 
who brought forward this charge, but he 
would not heve the conduct of government 
arraigned on grounds so untenable, without 
rising to speak in its defence. 

Lord Winchelsea spoke in favour of minis- 
ters as to not bringing forward all their 
plans of preparation at once. Such a con- 
duct mast necessarily, he thought, have been 
Productive of great confusion.—The ques- 
tion was then put and carried.—The bill 
then went through the Committee, and 


the report ordered to be received the 
hext day, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, July 25. 


{Minutes.]—A message was received 
from the lords, intimating that their lord- 


ships had agreed to the Irish Treasury Bills 


Bill; the Englisl: Militia Completion Bill ; 
the Chapel Endewment Bill; the Highland 
Canal Bill; andthe Woollen Mannfacturers*® 
Penalty Suspension Bill. The Prize Captors’ 
Relief Bill; the Irish Justices’ Bill; and 
the Irish Militia Family Bill, were severally 
reported, and ordered to be read a third 
time the next day.—A Bill for Rectifying 
some Mistakes in the Scotch Army of. Re- 
serve Bill, as to the Regulation of Substi- 
tates, was read a first time.—TFhe Courts 
Martial Witnesses Bill, and the Volunteer 
Corps’ Bill, were severally reported. 

(East-Inprta Suireine. ]—Lord Castle« 
teagh moved the order of the day, for the 
House to resolve itself into a Committee on 
the East-India Shipping Bill, 

Mr. Jobnstone rose, and repeated his for 
met arguments against the granting of com- 
pensations to the contractors for India 
freights, beyond what they had agreed to 
receive during the period of peace. He 
contended, that having not only made their 
bargain in the first iastanée, but made it at 
a rate of 211. per ton, at the very same 
moment that there were offers from the 
ship-owners at Hull, at Newcastle, and va- 
rious other ports beside London, to take the 
freights at 181, 15s. may, some had offered 
to take the contract at 14]. the ton; and 
tive ships had actually been taken up,. and 
comtracted with by the Directors at 181. 5s. > 
those ship-owners hadnow no right whatever 
!o come forward with new claims for addi- 
tional compensation, under preteace of war 
breaking out, and to demand compensation 
which they never dreamt of at the moment of 
entering into their eontrsct. Tlie Direc- 
tors, he contended, had no right whatever 
to break up those contracts, and to lay the 
proprietors open to new claims; and he con- 
cluded by observing, that so far did he 
conceive the contractors from being likely 
to sustain any loss, he was convinced they 
must be considerable gainers by their origi 
nal bargain, by having a rate so much su- 
perior to that which other ship-owners had 
agreed to accept. The circumstances of 
contracts io this way differed must ma- 





terially from thoe of former years. The 
navigation to India was so much better un- 
derstood, and the arrangements in India so 
much better calcalated for procuring freighis 
with promptitode than heretofore, thai the 





voyage out and home. was compicted of late 
in Gficen months, which tormerly used te 
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occupy two whole vears. However, if the 
House would agree to suspend the present 
bill, and the claim should be again brought 
forward early in the next session, if any one 
of the whole twenty-one ship-owners who 
were claimants in the present case, would 
then prove that he sustained any Joss by the 
performance of his contract, he «Mr. John- 
stone) would cheerfully consent even to a 
much greater compensation than that now 
proposed. 

Lord Castlercagh defended the measvre, 
upon the ground that it was perfectly con- 
sistent with the original spirit of the con- 
tract. The bidding, he said, was to be at 
a peace rate, but it was agreed and under- 
stood, that in ease war should be declared, 
the performance should be at a war rate, 
and that both were to stand as distinct con- 
siderations. 

Mr. Peter Moore defended the terms- of 
the amended contract, which, he said, were 
as jealously opposed, and as warmly dis- 
cussed at the India- House, as they could be 
in that assembly.—The House then resolved 
into a Committee, agreed to the resolutions, 
and the Chairman was ordered to bring up 
the report the next day. 


{[Bonpine anp Warenouse SysteM.] 
—General Tarleton, adverting to the bill 
pending before the House, respecting the 
bonding and warehousing goods, for the ac- 
commodation of the mercantile interests, 
observed, that as it was the notice of the 
right hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
that this subject should again be taken into 
consideration on Friday night, he had to say, 
that the bill not having yet been printed 
according to the orders of the House, he of 
course had not had an opportunity of for- 
warding a copy thereof, for the consideration 
of his constituents, who were very mate- 
rially interested in its operation, in order to 
receive their instructions on the subject so 
soon as Friday. He, therefore, hoped the 
right hon. gent. would have no objection to 
defer the Committee till Monday. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer cheer- 
fully acquiesced, and moved that the order 
for Friday be discharged, and the Commit- 
tee appointed for Monday. 

Mr. Corry rose, and adverted to some ob- 
servations: made during his absence on a 
former night, respecting the extension of- 
the bonding and warehousing system to Ire- 


land. He perfectly agreed, that consistently 


with the principles laid dowa by his right 
hon friend (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer), this, as well as every other principle 
jor the advantage and improvement of com- 


mierce, ought to be extended to Ireland in 


PARL. DEBATES, Jury 25.— Bonding and Warebouse System. 














[i264 


common with this country. He then ex- 
plained the reasons which, in his mind, ren- 
dered it unnecessary for him to bring forward 
a bill of this nature in respect to Ireland, 
during the present session of Parliament.— 
Motion agreed to, 


[Prince er Orance.J— Lord Hawhes- 
bury moved the order of the day for the 
House to resolve into a Committee of Sup- 
ply. 

Lord Leveson Gower said, he certainly 
should not oppose the motion of the noble lord, 
for going into a Committee of Supply that 
day. Butas notice had been given that a 
motion would be that day made for granting 
certain compensations or allowances to the 
Prince of Orange, agreeably to his Majesty's 
message referred to the Committee of Sup- 
ply, he wished to be informed of th 
grounds upon which it was the noble Jord’ 
intention to move for such allowance ; whe 
ther it was upon the grounds of any defici- 
ency in the compensation stipulated for him 
by the 15th article of ‘the treaty of Amiens, 
or as an additional compensation to the 
terms stipulated under that treaty. From 
what had fallen froma right hon. gent. some 
time before last Christmas, an intention 


‘ ow oe 


| seemed to have been then entertained by his 


Majesty’s ministers, of bringing forward 
some measure in favour of the Prince of 
Orange; and he wished to know why an 
intention so long since entertained should 
have been so long kept back by those minis- 
ters, and now brought forward at the latter 
end of July, when nearly four-fifths of the 
members of parliament were retired to the 
country, and consequently could have n0 
opportunity of considering the question. 
Lord Hawkesbury observed, that the ob- 


| ject for the House resolving into a Com- 


mittee of Supply at this moment, was not 
exclusively the consideration of his Ma- 
jesty’s message respecting the Prince © 
Orange. ‘This, however, was one of “ 
objects ; and so soon as the House shou! 
resolve into a Committee, he should exp/aie 
his motives on that ground.—The House 
then resolved intoa Committee. sas 
Lord Hawkesbury tose and said, ae 
though ‘he felt as strongly as any ma” , 
cided reluctance to bringing forward me 
measure tending to impose Bonecessary ally 
thens upon — pag more es 
at a crisis such as ft, yet ne © 
that when the Committee shoul lave hoor 
his explanation of the measure he ‘ely me 
propose that night, they would not | 
quit him of the charge of bring forws! 
an unjust or unnecessary prope” ” 
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about to have the honour of submitting for 
their consideration, was one which had not 
only the strongest claims upon the genero- 
sity, the liberality, and wise policy of this 
country, but founded in a principle of that 
justice; one which he would not, though he 
might with propriety, rest upon the recom- 
mendation expressed in his Majesty's mes- 
sage, but which he would explain more at 
large, to shew the justice of the claim he 
was about to urge. The obligations this 
country owed to the House of Orange, he 
said, were greater than ever were due by 
any country to any great family at the head 
of a national government. To prove this, 
he would call to the recollection of the 
House, the uniform conduct of the House 
of Orange, on all occasions, to this country, 
from the period we owed to an illustrious 
prince of that house the preservation of our 
constitution and oor liberties, to the present 
moment. Upon every occasion the steady 
attachment of that illustrious House was 
strongly and uniformly marked towards this 
country, and increased in proportion to the 
preponderance it obtained in the country of 
its sovereignty; the connexion of which 
with Great Britain it had uniformly la- 
boured to fortify. “These were considera- 
tions whieh he was sure could not fail of 
having great weight with the House. But 
with respect to the foreign transactions on 
which that House had been committed in 
common with this country, and in which it 
had sacrificed its dearest interests, its power 
and possession, to British attachment, its 
claims upon the generosity of this country 
must undoubtedly be felt with still greater 
force. He would not say, merely on a 
ground of compassion, however forcible 
might be the appeal to British generosity on 
that score, but upon much higher claims, 
those of justice and liberality. 1t was a fact 
too well known to require recapitulation 
now, that the illustrious prince at the head 
of the House of Orange had, in the strength 
of his attachmert to Great Britain, lost eve- 
ry thing which belonged to him, whether as 
sovereignty, rank, power, or private property, 
in the late contest. In the negotiation of 
the treaty of Amieus, it was stipulated 
that some compensrtion should be made 
him, in consideration of which he had a- 
greed to surrender all claims to the sove- 
reignty and other rights. in the United Pro- 
vinces, How far these compensations were 
adequate to the surrenders he consented to 
make, was not now to be considered; nor 
Was it a matter easy to calculate. But what- 
ever was the oo on stipalated, it had 
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tion; and the only part of the agreement 
which had been performed, was now again 
violated by the recent aggression of France ; 
and having thas lost every thing for its at- 
tachment to England, it became the just 
right ot the House of Orange to claim, and 
the duty of his Majesty's ministers to pro- 
pose some plan of compensation, by which 
to alleviate the distresses to which that illus- 
trious House had been reduced, until events 
should give some turn to its fortunes, His 
Majesty, impressed by these considerations, 
certainly felt it both his duty and earnest de. 
sire to recommend the subject to the consi- 
deration of his Parliament, in the hope that 
some compensation would be thought just 
for the House of Orange; and upon this 
ground it was, that his Majesty sent his 
royal message to the House. The House 
must recollect, that in the course of the war, 
very eminent services were rendered to this 
country by the Prince of Orange, and thatia 
very considerable Dutch feet was surren- 
dered to England in his name., In the sub- 
sequent negotiation with the Batavian go- 
vernment, for compensation to the Prince of 
Orange, it was stipulated on their part, that 
if the Dutch fleet, surrendered to England 
in his name, was given back, they would 
make ample provision for him, His Majes- 
ty’s ministers, however, could not deem it 
politic to enter into any stipulation of this 
sort, but as it stood in the way of compen- 
sation to the House of Orange for the losses 
they had sustained, their claims were the 
stronger upon the justice and generosity of 
this country. Considering, therefore, all 
these points, and the power and possessions 
the family were compelled to abandon for 





their services and attachment to this country, 
he trusted the House would feel the force of 





its claims upon the justice and generosity of 
the British nation. The modes which he 
should, with the leave of the Committee, 
propose, were two—namely, either to vote 
a given sum as a complete and fiual indem- 
nity in consideration of all their losses, or 
else a small sum promptly, and another by 
way of annuity. He should himself prefer 
ihe latter, as the more eligible mode; and 








therefore propose it first, namely, a sum of 
60,0001. in money, and an annuiiy of 
16,0001, per annum, By this latter sum he 
wished it to be understood that all the pen- 
sions to minor branches of the family for 
their services and attachment to this couu- 
try, were to be covered; and he conclu 

by 4 motion to that effect. | 

_ Mr. Canning rose, not, he said, to resist 


the claims of the illustrious House alluded — . 


its, 90 the justice and. generosity of the 
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British nation, for he fully admitted them ; 
bu: merely to make some observations upon 
the conduct of his Majesty's ministers, as 
with respect to the compensations stipulated 
for the Stadtholder by the treaty of Amiens, 
and which they neglected to enforce while 
they had the means in their hands; and to 
ask, why those ministers had so long held 
back this proposition, which, as had been 
truly observed by his noble friend, (Lord L. 
Gower) a right hon. gent. had intimated 
his intention to bring forward so long ago as 
Jast Dec., but which they never again men- 
tioned until this advanced period, when the 


House was almost deserted on the eve of 


a prorogation. ‘Their conduct on this occa- 
sion he thought rather whimsical. Looking 
to the treaty of Amiens, he there found a 
stipulation for ample indemnitics to the 
Stadtholder fully ayreed to by the contract- 
ing parties: but no sooner was it settled on 
the part of this country with France and 
Holland, that the Stadtholder shouid be fully 
indemnified, then a new agreement is made 
beiween Holland and Vrance, that the 
former shal! not be called on for any part of 
the compensation; and thus the Batavian 
goveroment shifts the burden of its own 
shoulders, and throws it upon France, who 
totally refuses to comply. A maneeuvre so 
barefaced and fraudulent was, he believed, 
unparalleled in the history of civilized na- 
tions: But he desired to know, why his 
Majesty's ministers did not jusist on the sti- 
polation being fully performed before they 
had surrendered the means in their own 
hands—nemely, the Cape of Good | ope, 
noi ihn given up, aod the islands belong- 
ing to Fronce; since France was to be look- 
€d to for the perrormance of the stipulation, 
Such a conduct on the part of France and 
Holland » as adding insult to-injury: and 
though, had his Majesty's miuisters been 
copabie ot selling the fleet of the country to 
procure an alternative of compensation for 
the Stadiholder, they would have deserved 
to be branded with the foulest criminality, 
yet he could not acquit them of the grossest 
negligence, and mosi reprehensible omission, 
in not enforcing compensation in the first 
instance, by the means in their possession, 
agreeable to the objects of the. treaty of 
Amiens, which was equally binding on 

both, and by which ministers would have 

been justified in msaking that compensation 

to the House of Orange, which the Batavian 

and the French governments chose to elude 

orretuse. The opportunity, however, was 

now lost ; we are again at war with the Ba- 

tavian government, and there remained at 

present no oiher mode of setting matters to 
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rights than by an effort of national generosi- 
ty to relieve the embarrassments in which 
that illustrious family had been involved ; 
but he never could excuse ministers for not 
having secured indemnity from the means 
in their hands. How much more grateful 
would such indemnity have been to the feel- 
ings of that illustrious House; rather than 
being reduced to the necessity of depending 
on the eleemosynary stipend of parliament. 
ary generosity ; which, though it reflected 
honour upon his Majesty, with whom the 
idea originated, as well as upon the nation 
which conferred it, yet it could not fail of 
making unpleasant impressions upon the 
feelings of the illustrious prince, whose em- 
barrassments forced him to accept it, though 
he had every claim that national justice and 
liberality could sanction. 

Lord Hawkesbury acknowledged, that the 
secret convention between the French and 
Batavian plenipotentiaries, which had been 
alluded to, was a circumstance of a very ex- 
traordinary nature; but yet there was no- 
thing iu the thing itself to preclude one of 
the parties from taking the burthen of com- 
pensation off the shoulders of the other, but 
the bad character and general ill conduct ot 
the power which had done so. What he 
dwelt on, he said, was, that by a convention 
made in the month of June, the Prince oi 
Orange had agreed to renounce all his claims 
to the Stadiliolderate and his hereditary 
states, for an indemnity to be given him in 
Germany, and having done so, he had no 
claim of right to with-hold the cession ot 
any of our stipulated conquests to secure t 
him possessions which he had already given 
up. The present proposal was not professed 
to be brought forward as a positive ciaim, 
but rather as an appeal to the justice and ge 
berosity of this country. 

Mr. Canning explained, that he did mt 
impute it as bad faith inthe Dutch to have 
thrown the indemnity from themseives 
upon France, but thought it rather extt3- 
ordinary we should have applied to them 
who had been released, rather than to the 
party which had undertaken the ingen: 
Either the Prince of Orange was s® If 
ciently compensated, or he was er - 
not, he had a right to complain 0 aa 

government, even though he did Piya 
treaty or convention alluded to; 10 “vl . 
a great state undertook to egy ro. 
: no ; 
small one, it was bound not to su 
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traordinary measures, under the present 
circumstances of the courtry, that ever was 
submitted to the consideration of the 
House; and, in his opinion, the noble 
lord had felt a considerable difficulty in 
proposing a claim upon the people of Eng- 
lind insuch times, and for such a purpose. 
‘The noble lord had rested that claim of the 
Prince of Orange upon the justice and 
generosity of thecountry. As for justice, 
wherever it could be established, it was a 
matter absolutely necessary to be attended 
to by all nauions and people ; and as for 
generosily, it was, in his opinion, a most 
excellent quality ; but he thought it would 
not be amiss, ou the present occasion, for 
Ministers to attend a little to the justice 
which they owed the people of this coun- 
try, in preference to listening to imagi- 
nary claims arising from other quarters. 
He thought, that so far from the House of 
Orange having claims against this country, 
Parliament and the people of England 
might have claims against it, having been 
called in as auxiliaries only in order to as- 
sist the Dutch ; for the Prince of Orange 
was the original cause ef involving this 
country in the late war. In that point of 


view, as an advocate for the people of 


England, he should declare himself hostile 
to any claim of the nature of that which 
was now proposed, ‘The Prince of Orange 
must have either sacrificed the interest of 
his country, or he could have no claim 
upon this, We were just now entered 
into a war, the real objects of which have 
become just as indefinite as those of the 
last one, and no man could tell how unable 
we might be to resist our enemies, or 
how this country was to be defended ; and 
we were even at this time considering how 
{his capital was to be defended against a 
siege ; and he would appeal to any man, 
iM, when we were involved in such a situa- 
ion, such an unfounded and unjust claim 
as this ought to be listened to! It was not 
long ago since the House were engaged in 
discussing a claim brought from a different 
{juarter, he meant the claim of H.R. H. 
the Prince of Wales. That claim was, at 
the time it was brought forward, thought 
by many to be proper and just, and such a 
one as was connected with the public wel- 
fare; though he must confess that he him- 
self did not think so, It was, however, 
voluntarily given up by the Prince of Wales 
himself, and chaacaek by all who supported 
at, on account .of the advantages which 
would result to the country, when in a 
State of war, by its being quashed. He 
could not imagine it possible, that Pailia- 
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had already had, for heim 
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ment, after having abandoned the claim 
of a Prince of this country, could enter- 
tain, for 9 moment, such a one as the pre- 
sent. He was-astonished how any man 
could have thought of it, when the people 
of the country were called upon to contri« 
bute towards the present war, on very 
strong grounds of necessity, which create 
very great uneasiness and difficulty to every 
individual.in the realm Once encourage 
such claims, and he dil not know what 
would be the end of them, Was it with a 
view to try the extent of the generosity 
of which the people of England were pos- 
sessed ? For any thing he knew, we might 
perhaps be called on by and by to indemni- 
fy the Elector of Hanover. In short, he 
thought it was impossible for him or any 
man to tell whom we might be called on 
to indemnify. Under circumstances like 
the present, When the good-will of the 
people was so necessary to be secured, 
he might say that such a conduct displayed 
a want of common prudence or decency 
to the country. He considered that mini- 
sters did not seem to have done every 
thing with an infent to shew to the countr 
their economy of the public finances, which 
they were every day increasing, by making 
additional exactions upon the people. They 
had done away or expunged no sinecures 
from the list of pensioners, and until he 
could read -the pension list, without exci- 
ling displeasure or disgust, he never could 
imagine that any symptoms of economy 
were displayed by government. He wished 
only to see in that list the names of thi 
individuals who had performed meritorio 
services to the slate, under which condi- 
tions, it is to be presumed that all pensions 
were created. So far from this being the 
case, however, he saw government over- 
looking meritorious services, while they 
were appealing to the generosity of the 
country at a time when the people were 
exhausted with taxes which were laid upon 
them, and when all tha: industry and in- 
genuity can produce, seem not adequate 
to satisfy the numerous demands of govern- 
ment. When we see such loans of money, 
and sometimes even two budgets brought 
forward in one year, with rules of taxes 
and contributions, he should under such 
circumstances, conceive that he was betray- 
ing the interest of his constituents, were 
he to consent to give away any money out 
it the pockets of the public towards such 
an ind«nmnification. He should wish to 
know what indemnity the Prince of Orange 
: ined that noclaim 
could attach to the ships that were taken in 
*#S2 
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Holland. He concluded by making this 
singular observation ; that unless he could 
bring himself to be of opinion, that bran 
was the best substitute which the people 
of England could make use of for corn, 
and a workhouse the fittest place for peo- 
ple to reside in (which he alleged the mi- 
nister had once said) he could never think 
of agreeing to such a donation. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer expres- 
sed his astonishment at hearing the hon. 
baronet make such an allegation. Whether 
ornothe had éver made such an observa- 
tion as that imputed to him, he only need 
appeal to the meimbers of that House. He 
expresstd his astonishment that the claims 
of the Prince of Orange should be disal- 
lowed by any person whatever, Surprised 
he was to find that an unfortunate family, 
who were the victims of the gigantic mili- 
tary and unjust power of France, did not 
draw from the hon. gent. some sentiments 
of pity, of generosity, or even of justice, 
feeling as he must, and knowing as he 


must know, that to that illustrious House | 


this country was indebted for a consider- 
able share of the liberties which it now 
enjoys. He _ trusted there could not be 
another individual in the House who was 


not inclined more justly to reflect upon | 
the lamentable vicissitudes of fortune. In | 


spite of the machinations of the French 
we had preserved, unimpaired, all the 
blessings originating from King W. III. 
greatly by means of the assistance derived 
from our faithful ally. He should have 
thought that the deplorable situation of the 
family in question would have excited the 
compassion, would have awakened the just 
and generous feelings of every person 
Within this House. It was, no doubt, a 
melancholy circumstance, that the House 
was under the necessity of voting the sum 
of 60,000]. towards the wants and neces- 
sities of«the Prince of Orange, ata time 
like the present, when our own exigencies 
were so great ; but the propriety and even 
the justice of the claim he hoped would 
be listened to by the House. The money 
which we had _ received, and the liberties 
which we-were in possession of by means 
of that illustrious family, were considera- 
tions which he trusted, would have their 
due weight. The hon. member had stated, 
that no argument had been brought for- 
ward in support of the claim. He thought 
his noble friend said sufficient, when in 
his a al to the House he stated the ar- 
rangement which was to take place, pro- 


vided this country. surrendered the ships 











which were taken in Holland. After these 
ships had been so retained, they were to 
operate as a claim of 220,0001. which was 
to be advanced by this countrv. The oc- 
cupation of Holland by the French, how- 
ever, soon prevented any indemnification 
being made at that time, by a sense of 
honour and other considerations ; but we 
should at least see, that the Prince of 
Orange should not be a sufferer by such a 
conduct, His noble friend made an ap- 
peal to the generosity of the people of 
this country, and stated that we had stood in 
the way of an arrangement, which would 
have opened, to the advantage of the 
noble personage whose case we were con- 
sidering. 

Mr. . Smith said, that there was cer- 
tainly a very powerful, and perhaps irre- 
sistible appeal made in this case, and he 
should not be the first to refuse any grant 
claimed upon the ground of the compassion 
or the gratitude of this country to that 1l- 
lustrious family. Upon these grounds he 
admitted their claims in the fullest extent, 
but when gentlemen spoke of justice, they 
admitted a sort of confusion, or at least 
mixture of ideas, His plain and simple 
objection was of a different nature. The 
Parliament was now sitting Jater than usual, 
on the 26th of July, and this measure was 
deferred till a period when a very thin 
attendance must necessarily be expected. 
The sum of 60,000l. and 16,000l. a year 
was not a trifle in itself, and was of sti! 
greater importance as a precedent. Yel, 
though the French should be even at our 
doors, he would not object, were it abso- 
lutely a claim of generosity and justice. 
But he would ask, why pass a vote in the 
end of July, which would answer the same 
purpose in November next? It did not 
appear that there was any regular or pres- 
sing nece’sity for the grant now, and there 
could beno doubt of the House being fully 
as responsible and well able to pay the 
money in November, after having 
sufficient time to examine into all the cu 
cumstances. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, he could see 7° 
objection to such a measure as this on 8 
count of a thin attendance, when there wes 
business of such extreme importance before 
Parliament, as the Defence and the Proper 
Bill. The reason why it was not “a 
forward before, was only because his a 
jesty’s ministers were hitherto so very a j 
occupied with other business. With rest 
to the. ement, ‘he said, he had re* 


to think that the votewow proposed wou 
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be more acceptable to that illustrious family 
at present, than a much larger sum if de- 
layed for another year. 

Mr. Smith replied, that he did net propose 
it to be delayed for another year, but tll 
November next, which would be no more 
than the space of three months.—The reso- 
lution for the grant of 60,0001. was agreed 
to, nem, con, 

Lord Hawkesbury then said, that he was 
under a misapprehension when he stated, 
that the annuity must require a separate 
Committee ; and finding that it might be 
passed with equal regularity now, he would 
Jose no time, but move, that there be granted 
to his Majesty, out of the consolidated tund, 
the annual sum of 10,0001, as an indemnity 
to the illustrious house of Orange. 

Mr. Wm. Smith proposed to get rid of this 
motion, by moving, that the Chairman do 
leave the chair; which was immediately ne- 
gatived, and the resolution carried.—On the 
motion for the sum of 2,000,0001. to be 
granted as a vote of credit, 

Mr. Jobustone said, the minister on a for- 
mer day, according to a report which he then 
held in his hand, had given a pledge that 
26 millions would be sufficient for the ser- 
vice of the ensuing year. To shew that 
this pledge could not be redeemed, he statec, 
that in the year 1800, the expense was 
32,000,600 1. and in the year ensuing 
38,000,000 1. for Great-Britain only, which, 
with the $,000,0001. from Ireland, amount- 
ed to the sum of 43,000,000 1. and he could 
not see how it was possible that we could go 
on at a cheaper rate now, when we were to 
have an infinitely greater establishment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that the newspaper report alluded to, must 
have been grossly inaccurate, if it stated him 
to say, that the expenses of the year would 
be no more than 26,000,000 1.; for theugh 
he might reasonably be supposed to know, 
at the time, what were the intentions of go- 
vernment in regard to the augmentation of 
our force, he could not have anticipated 
what might have been the decision of Par- 
liament. What he really stated the expenses 
of the year he estimated at, was about 
80,000,000 1. or 26,000,000 1. exclusive of 
Ireland. This arose from the estimate of 
10,000,000 1. “from the previous produce of 
the consolidated fund, 10,000,000}. from 
the customs, and 10,000,0001. more, which 
he proposed to raise in this country as a war 
tax.—The resolutions were agreed to, the 
report ordered to be received the next day, 

and the Committee of Supply ordered to sit 
#5218 on. Wednesday. 
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[Ways anp mgans.]—The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer prefaced the resolutions he 
had to propose, by observing that at.an early 
period of the year, it was proposed to raise 
3,000,0001. for the payment of a like sum 


advanced by the Bank, of which, 1,500,000].. 


had beén actually paid; but, in consequence 
of the renewal of the war, an application 
was made to induce them to take the re- 
mainder in Exchequer bills, which was 
agreed to for the public convenience. He 
then proceeded to make his several state- 
ments to the Committee. 


Estimate of the surplus of the consolidated fund te ~ 


5th January, 1804: 
Total sum proposed to be voted to the 5th 

OF Jam. 1004 .6.0s 0052 we reve ce ce'cds. f6,060, 08D 
Received on Jan, 5, 1803, after complet- 

ing the grant for the service 


Of 1802 nassacceccccovee 309,329 
Received on April 5, 1803.... 1,037,332 
—— on July 5, 1803 
(nearly) .cccccsccvccces » 1,186,000 
2,622,662 





Remains to make good 3,877,33® 
| nnneemenetentinentl 
Income for two quarters to Jan. 
5, 1804, together, supposed 
double the July quarter, 1803, 
(adding 200,000 1. for the ex- 
pected produce of duties, 
1803) 2... ececeresesovees 1/:650;008 
Deduct charge on Oct, 
10, 1803, supposed 
equal to April 5, 
1803, after deducting 
198,500). paid in that 
quarter, for the haif 
yearly dividend, to 
Oct. 1802, to those 
who had not com- 
pleted their pay- 
ments before the 7th 
of Oct. 1804...... 5,560,500 


Ditto, 5th Jan. supposed 


equal to July, 1803, 

with the addition of 

320,000], for the 

charge of a new loan 7,858,000 
13,418,560 





Expected surplus in two quar- 


ters, ending 5th Jan. 1804.. 4,231,500 


Deduct the sum remaining to 


be made good.......++-++ 3,877,339 


—_-_e--_---— 


Estimated surplus above the proposed grant (954,161 


—_— Se 


receipt in the quarter, ending 5th July, 
were arrears of couvoy duty and income ‘ 
duty, amounting together to ........ 841,709 


The produce of permanent taxes, in the quarter 


ending the sth of July, compared with theit produce 
in the two succeeding quarters, for the four last 
years, omitting the duties imposed on each year ree 
spectively, as appears by the following table: 
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1799. 
Quarter ended 5th 
July cs .cecess . 


Inercase. Diminution. 


5,489,802 
2 


10,977,604 
10th Oct. .. 6,865,440 
sthJan.1800 6,329,507 
13,194,947 2,217,343 
1800. 
sth July,.. 5,695,619 
2 


mee a eee 


11,391,238 





ioth Oct. .. 5,238,793 
SthJan.1801 5,810,471 
11,649,264 259,026 
1801. 
sth July, 5,628,000 
2 
1802. 11,256,000 
noth Oct. and Sth Jan. 12,518,000 
1,262,000 
Sth July. ..eceeevess 73093,000 
2 
14,186,000 
Oct. 10 & Jan.5,1803 14,016,000 
—_—- 170,000 
Increase in 3 years.... 3,737,369 
Deduct diminution.... 170,000 
3,567,369 
Average Increase.. 891,842 


The following resolutions were moved and 
agreed to:—** 1. That towards raising the 
sum of two millions, voted in the Committee 
of Supply, the sum of 1,500,000]. be raised 
out of the consolidated fund, and be supplied 
by Exchequer bills. —2. That towards pay- 
ment of money advanced by the Bank, the 
sum of two millions be also raised by loans 
of Exchequer bills, to be made good next 
year.—3. That it appears that the sum of 
4,500,000 1. stands as the surplus of the con- 
solidated fund.”"—The House resumed, and 
the report was ordered to be received the 
next day. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, July 26. 


(Minures,]—The London Coal Market 
Bill was read a third time, and passed.— 
Dr. Fisher, the new Bishop of Exeter, took 
the oaths and his seat. 


GENERAL DeFeNcE.]—The general De- 
fence Bill was reported, and the amend- 
ments agreed to. 

Lord Hobart moved, that the bill should 
‘be read a third time, which was done. He 
then proposed several new amendments, 
which to; and, as some appre- 


heasions were entertained, that persons serv-_ 
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ing in volunteer corps were liable to be 
drafted into the army of reserve, he proposed 
a clause to remove these apprehensions. 
Agreed to.—The bill was then passed, and 
sent to the Commons.—In a few minutes 
after, Mr. Alexander brought up the bill, 
stating that the Commons had agreed to 
their Lordships’ amendments, 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, July 26. 


{[Minores.]—The Irish Justices’ Bill, the 
Irish Militia Families’ Bill, the Prize Goods’ 
Bill and Court Martial Witnesses’ Bill, were 
read a third time and passed.—The Scotch 
Army of Reserve Amendment Bill was 
read a second time. 


[Aviens.]—The Attorney General rose to 
submit to the House the propriety of making 
some alterations in the laws respecting 
aliens. Jt appeared necessary that persons 
offending under the alien act should be 
liable to be punished in a more summary 
manner than was at present provided for. 
Under the act they could be punished by 
indictment only for disobeying the King’s 
proclamation, and other offences. This 
mode of proceeding was, however, fre- 
quently very inconvenient ; and it would be 
proposed to alter it. Another change which 
he intended to suggest related to the power 
of sending aliens out of the country ; that 
power was at present possessed by the ma- 
gistrates; but in his opinion it ought to 
be lodged in the hands of the crown only. 
Several other regulations, which were not 
necessary in the time of peace when the 
last act was passed, would be introduced 
into the bill he was to bringin, Regula- 
tions would also be made respecting the ports 
at which aliens should be permitted to land, 
It was very desirable that no necessity should 
arise for suspending the habeas corpus act) 
and in order th.:t the people of this county 
might not be subjected to that ogc ionel 
ence, it was proper to be more Vij! . 
with respect to aliens. Under the ars 
circumstances of the country, it was Y a 
pensably requisite that foreigners genet 
placed under restrictions, which he s an 
be very sorry to see extended to the - ret 
of this country. He therefore movec, ; 
leave be given to bring in a bill to Ee 
the alien act, and to substitute other sgl 
lations in lieu thereof.—Leave was §'v°" 
bring in the bill. . 
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duties now payable upon West-India pro- 
duce, were not so exorbitant as must prove 
ruinous to individuals, and ultimately inju- 
rious to the revenue. He did not doubt the 
minister’s disposition to levy taxes equally, 
but when he <aid, that the colonial articles 
could not only bear the new tax act, but could 
also do it if carried to a greater extent, he 
did not hesitate to say that his information 
was unfounded, and grossly and glaringly 
false. He was ready to prove his assertion, 
and make i evident when an opportunity 
should be given him, that the colonial pro- 
duce was over-iaxed; that all the profit 
went into the hands of the Exchequer ; that 
the different taxes left very little to the 
planter for his capital, and nothing for his 
rent; and that the planter paid full 20s, 
in the pound on his rent, and at least 153s. 
in the pound out of his capital. Upon 
this system, therefore, the moderation of 
Buonaparté himself could not leave the 
colonists less than the moderation of the 
present minister. This was not to be an- 
swered by cases of individual opulence, 
any more than in other concerns; and 
were he asked, why, if it was a losing 
trade, they did not withdraw their capital, 
his answer would be, because the thing 
was impossible, without renouncing two- 
thirds of their property, and leaving the 
remainder in a state of the utmost inse- 
curity. He wished that the tax, particu- 
larly on sugar, should be levied ad valorem ; 
for as it stood at present, the commonest 
brown or black sugars paid as high a tax 
as the finest sort, by which the poor man, 
who bought his common sugar by the pound 
or half-pound, paid a tax os penny, 
whereas the gentleman, who bought his 
sugar by the loaf, paid no more than a half- 
penny. He then moved that the House 
do, on Thursday next, resolve itself into a 
Committee, to consider of the duties upon 
sugar, 

The Chancellor of theExchequer said, if 
he understood the hon. gent. right, he 
meant to represent the thadling interest of 
this country to be at variance with that of 
the colonies ; whereas a reference to the 
records of Parliament would shew that of 
the West-India colonies to be a very fa- 
voured trade. In proof of this he quoted 
the bonding and warehousing acts, passed 
We belly for the accommodation of the 
Vest-India merchants. Neither did the 


indulgence stop there ; for in the last ses- 
sion a bounty was granted on the importation 
of refined sugars, and afterwards on the 
©*portation of sugars in a raw and unma- 
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nufactured state. If the case was really 
as stated, it would be impossible to ac< 
count for the rise of 15s, in the price of 
sugar under all this mighty pressure, for 
the price was lately no more than 33s. 
whereas he understood that that very day 
it was as high as 48s. In the course of 
the last war sugar had risen sometimes so 
high as 8os. at the time that the necessaries 
of life were at a most exorbitant and dis- 
tressing price, and yet neither the export 
trade nor the home consumption of sugar 
had in any degree diminished, With re- 
gard to the ad valorem duty, he assured the 
House, that several of the most intelligent 
people had been consulted on it, and that, 
on the most mature deliberation, it was 
found to be impracticable. The poor man, 
no doubt, paid as high a duty as he who 
bought sugar of the first quality, but then 
he did not pay so high a price for it. This 
buying in small quantities always subjected 
a person of limited means to pay more than 
he who purchased considerably, on account 
of the number of hands receiving profit in 
a retail way before it came to the consumer, 
but this applied to every other article as 
well as that of sugar, except in articles 
of the first necessity, which the poor could 
buy as cheap as the rich at market. As to 
the planters not being allowed sufficiently 
for their capitals, he could not well re- 
concile that with so much British capital 
laid out in plantations in Martinique and 
other islands, and the numerous applica- 
tions for other grants of lands in the island 
of Trinidada. He concluded with moving, 
that the other orders of the day be now 
read. 

Sir W. Pulteney saw no difficulty in levy- 
ing an dd valorem duty on sugar. When 
the right hon. gent. (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) collected his information from 
persons of opposite interests in trade, he 
might expect to hear very contradictory 
representations. 

Mr. Manning declared, that if the hon. 
baronet’s observations referred to him, 
they were unfounded. He never had used 
any influence with the right hon. gent. in 
any conversations with him. He was con- 
vinced that it was impossible to adopt an 
ad valorem duty, without occasioning great 
vexations to trade, 

The Chancellor of the Exc 
it due to his hon. friend (Mr. ning) to 
state, that though he was certainly ap- 
prised of his opinion with respect: to 
tax under consideration, yet he liad never 
pressed that opinion with violence or per- 


er thought 
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tinacity ; but had always stated it with | 


, ° * ° i 
that moderation which was peculiar to his -' 


character. 

Mr. Vansitéart said, they could not send 
the sugars to America, without being liable 
to penalties and confiscations. 

Mr. Giles thought it would be conferring 
a considerable benefit upon the planter or 
manufacturer of fine sugar, were the duty 
to be laid on according to the quality. He 
thought the present mode of laying on the 
duty according to the quantity, whether fine 
of coarse, was doing an injustice to the ma- 
nufacturer of coarse sugar.—Afler a con- 
versation of some length, Mr. Chapman 
agrecd to withdraw his motion. 

(Curates.J—The Chancellor of the Exche- 
guer moved, that the House should go into 


xz Committee, to consider the expediency of 


relieving, out ef the public money, such 
temporary curates as might be deprived of 
their cures by the operation of the late 
bill for the residence of the clergy. The 
House accordingly went into a Committee. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
should have apologized to the Committee, 
for what he was about to propose, did he 
not believe that it was a measure which 
would meet with the general concurrence 
of the House, from every hint which he 
had yet occasion to receive upon the sub- 
ject. It had long been a part of the estab- 
fished policy of the country to encourage the 
résidence of the clergy ; but the stipendi- 
ary curate bill could not be said to include 
every description of curates, or to entitle 
them to the bounty of Parliament. He 
was sure that Parliament, in its justice and 
compassion, would not admit of hardships 
being felt by the description of men he 
alluded to, when the sum of §8,o00l. would 
be sufficient, in a greut measure, to prevent 
their distress. It ought not only to pro- 
eced from a sense of justice, but it ought 
to be the established policy of the country 
to prevent the clerical character trom being 
fowered and degraded, and he thought that 
rt ought not to be a part ef that policy, to 
admit the expediency of persons entering 
into holy orders, who have no other means 
of Subsistence than their clerical profession. 
There was hardly a church living for cu- 
rates, which, considering the present value 
of money, could be sufficient to procure a 
livelikood for themselves and their families. 
It was not therefore too much for Parlia- 
expect that they should be persons 
, Pt means of subsistence than 
ived from their clerical func- 
hit that upon the principles 
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of Queen Anne’s bounty, something ought 
to be done for the poorer class of Clepyy- 
men, called temporary curates. He should 
iherefore submit the expediency of 2 
smalf sum being lent out on interest for 
their benefit ;-and he only mentioned this, 
in the hope, that during next session of 
Parliament,. some more effectual means 
should be adopted for their relief. He 
therefore humbly moved, that the Com- 
mittee should consider the expediency of 
8,0o00!. being granted to his Majesty, for 
the relief of such curates as have been dis- 
appointed by the late bill. He should also 
propose that the money should be applied 
by the Governors of Q. Anne’s bounty, 
and that there should be a limitation in the 
mode of application, either by three-fourths 
or two-thirds of what the curate had sobeen 
deprived of: 

Me. H. Brown concurred in the measure. 
—On the question being put, the motion 
was carried, The House resumed, and 
the report ordered to be received the next 
day. 








HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, July 27. 


[Mrivutes.] — The royal assent was 
given, by commission, to the Irish Treasury 
Bills Bill, the Caledonian Canal Bill, the 
General Defence Bill, the Ship-burning 
Bill, the Thames Police Bill,§ the Grevada 
Loan, and Clergy Residence Mistake Bills, 





the Guernsey Corn Bill, the Irish Revenue 
and Malt Duty Bills, and a great many 
others.—-Mr. Alexander brought up the 
Irish Justice Bill, the Court Martial Ha- 
beas Corpus Bill, the. Irish Militia Substt- 
tute Families Bill, and the Yeomanry and 
Militia Serjeants Bill, which were read a 
first time.—The Chatham Chest Bill was 
read a third time and passed.—Judgment 
was given in the appeal, Anderson ane 
Caddel, by which the decision of the 
Court of Session was affirmed without costs. 
—Judgment was also given in the appeal, 
Irving and Houston, by which the decisio 
of the Court of Session was reversed. 
———— ae 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, July 27. 


([Mrnures.]—An account was presentee 
at the bar, of the different piiblic secur! 
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time and passed.—Mr. Addington moved, 
that the House do resolve itself the next 
day into a Committee of the whole House 
to consider of the salaries to be allowed to 


the Judges of the Vice Admiralty Courts of 


Malta, Bermuda, and the Bahamas.—Or- 
dered, 
[Wootten Mawnuractures.]—The or- 
der of the day having been read for con- 
sidering the Lord's amendments on the 
Woollen Manufacturers’ Bill, 

The Speaker informed the House, that 
this bill appeared to himto be in some de- 
gree connected with that class of bills which 
it was the peculiar privilege of that House 
to originate, and in which they never con- 
sented to any amendments, inasmuch as 
by its enacting punishments by fine in 
certain cases, it so far went to the levying 
of money from the subjects of this realm ; 
it was the custom of the Heuse, on those 
oscasions, to postpone the consideration of 
the amendments for a dong time, and bring 
in a new bill altered accordingly, if the 
House approved of the amendments in 
themselves, 

Mr. Vansittart moved the postponing the 
consideration of those amendments for three 
months, which was accordingly agreed to. 
He then obtained leave to bring in a bill 


| agreeable to their Lordships’ amendments ; 
| which having obtained, he brought in the 


bill, which was read a first time, and order- 


_ ed to be read a second time the next day. 


(Jourwats or tue Housg.} — Lord 


_ Glenbervie stated to the House, that no more 


copies of its journals were now printed, 
than when the House was composed of fewer 


| members; that the number actually printed 


was too small to supply the demand, and 
that many very valuable reports, which had 
been presented by different Committees to 
the House, had been in a manner lost, from 
want of the means to obtain printed copies 
of them: he was of opinion, that there 
Ought to be ‘printed not less than 1200 


| Copies of the journals and indexes, and 


1509 of the reports of the different Com- 
mittees ; he concluded by moving, that a 
Committee ¢hould be appointed to inquire 
into the subject of the printing of the jonr- 
nals and reports of the House. This mo- 
tion was adopted, and a Committee ac- 


Cordingly appointed, consisting of Lord 


Glenbervie, the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer, Lord Hawkesbury, andthe law offi- 
cers. Lord Glenbervie then moved several 
‘nstructions to this Committee, which were 
agreed to; namely, that they should-pre- 


‘cnt an estimate of the expense of printing 
the number of copies he asaaionl, 


Vou. IV, 
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and of procuring a fit place to deposit them, 
and also that they should superintend the 
arrangement of the reports and journals se 
to be published. 

(AvieNns.J—The Attorney General brought 
in a bill for repealing the act passed in the 
last session, respecting aliens ; the bill which 
he presented, and in which there were se- 
veral additional clauses, was to be substi- 
tuted in the place of it.—The preamble 
of the bill stated, that, “ Whereas in the 
present circumstances ; great danger and 
mischief might arise from the residence 
and resort of foreigners in this country,” 
and the provisions of the bill, besides em- 
powering his Majesty's Secretary of State 
to remove such of them from the country 
as he should judge proper, laid additional 
restraints on their janding, restricting them 
to land only at certain ports, which should 
be assigned for them. ‘There were several 
other additional clauses in this bill.—The 
bill was read a first time, amd ordered to be 
read a second time the next day, 

(Property Bitt.] — The order of the 
day was moved for taking into considers 
ation the report of the bill for granting 
contributions for certain descriptions of pre- 

erty. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he rose 
to move the reconunitment of the bill, and, 
as a greater part of the clauses had under- 
gone a minute discussion in the Committee, 
he should presume it would not be the wish 
of the House to resume the discussion on 
those points. But it would be recollected, 
that just before the breaking up of the Com- 
mittee, some additional clauses were pro- 
posed, which the House ought to have -an 
opportunity of stating their opinion upon. 
It was upon that ground he should move 
the recommitment. .The principal points 
in the clauses related to exemptions from 
abatements on account of fines and repairs, 
and also the proposed exemptions with re~ 
gard to foreigners lending money in this 
country, which might be subject to the ope- 
ration of the tax. On the subject of the 
fines, it was necessary the House should be 
perfectly apprized before the recommitment 
of the bill. The mode of charging land- 
lords and tenants im cases of fines, was a 
subject of much’ difficulty; but the mode 
he submitted was liable to as few objections 
as possible, though it was not wholly desti- 
tute of them. What was proposed was this, 
that where a fine for a lease for seven or four- 
teen years was paid, the tenant should be en- 
titled to deduction forthe fine paid, divided 
by the number of years upon which it had 
been pe Suppose 700). had bees paid as 
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a fine for seven years, then the division of 
7OO!. would be seven years, and the quotient 
would be the sum of 1001. for which the 
tenant would. be entitled to be discharged. 
‘fhe sum for which he would be discharged 
was to be laid on the landlord. Suppose 
(what was impossible, but for argument’s 
sake) that 700]. was to purchase an annuity 
of 2501. the effect of exonerating the tenant 
would be to subject him to the tax for 150): 
and then the landlord would be liable to be 
charged for 100). 
years the mode would be similar. In what 
was called the legacy bill, there was a she- 
dule, with calculations for two lives. It 
was proposed by the present bill to apply 
that schedule to three lives, and the number 
of years on which the calculation was to 
be founded was to be equal to the number 
of years for which the lease was granted, 
and that was to be the divisor, This was 
the principle resarted to under the income 
act, withothis difference only, that the land- 
Jord would never be charged, unless he had 
actually received the fine. —The next point 
to which the amendments applied was that 
of repairs.. It was a subject on which there 
was a great difference of opinion, and sure 
he was the House would perceive that it was 
impossible to apply the principle of an ave- 
rage in such a way as to reach all cases ; at 
the same time, he was so canvinced of the 
impossibility of the investigation of each par- 


ticular case, that if it should be the pleasure of 


the Committes to grant amy ailowance, it must 
be on the principle of an average. The pre- 
sent bill was only to continue during the 
war, and this condition applied forcibly to 
the exemptions claimed for repairs, The 
object of the House would be, to afiord 
compensation for necessary repairs, but to 
avoid encouraging landlords to extend their 
repairs, with a view to diminish the sum on 
which the tax was to operate. It must be 
the wish of the House to afford relief for 
necessary repairs, but to avoid extending 
it te those which were unnecessary. To 
reach this object on any regular principle 
would be impossible, therefore the only 
thing that could be done was, to make the 
allowance moderate. The allowance under 
the income tax had been 8 per ceat. He 
should propase, that under the present bill, 
itshould be 2 percent. Under the income 
bill, the allowance for capital mesguages with 
farms was.$ per cent. and for houses to which 
- nolandswas annexed, 10 per cent. From 
the »besteinformation he had been able to 
obtain, it wou!d not be necessary to adapt 
this:medium,. for it would be recollected, 


,. 
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war had ‘a tendency to increase the period 
ofits duration after the restoration of peace. 
This being a bill which was understood to 
continue’ only during the war, he did not 
think the allowance for repairs ought to be & 
any thing near so great. What he should & 
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propose would be, that in cases of lands and 
messuages there should be no charge ; that 
an allowance of 2 per cent. for farms, pro- I 
vided the farm houses were not. the object : 
of assessment ; under this bill, and on capi- ‘ 
tal messuages without land, an allowance 
of 5 per cent. With regard to foreigners, ' 
and how far it might be desirable to subject 
them to the tax, for money lent fo the sub- "= 
jects of this country, he thought the country = 
would act with its usual good faith in ex- H 
empting foreigners. He had bestowed the oa 
best attention in his power to the subject, a 
and he acted upon the best tnformation. the 
Doubts were entertained by the highest hy 
authority, and among many members of the air 
House, and therefore upon the principle BS. 
quod dubitas nefas est, he should not adopt 7" 
the tax with regard to foreigners lending a 
money to British subjects in this country; Mr 
but he proposed guarding, as ‘far as possible, Bent 
| against those frauds which to a certain a ia 
| extent it would be fruitless to expect could sely 
be obviated, in consequence of the exemp- Ml. 
tion in favour of foreigners. To the subject the 
of exemptions in favour of persons having T 
numerous families, he had also paid atten- ipo. 
tion. He owned it would be desirable these and 
exemptions should be in another bill, now bers, 
before the House, for simplifying and modi- Wh. 
fying the assessed taxes, making them the enkes 
object to which the House ought to look. Wich 
The assessments had been made tor the pre- a’ me 
sent year, and it would be impossible to ex objec 
tend the exemptions in the bill he had al- tion 
lauded to; during the present year, without a ture 
new assessment, He should recommend to * He h 
Committee to grant the exemptions 10 ' of th; 
bill for the present year, reserving alwi" sioner 
the power of changing them. This on assert, 
not the stage for entering into minute : Could 
cussion, but he wished to state the oie Ness g 
why he. proposed the recommitment : his Was tc 
bill; and having statéd them, it was ONY as all 
intention to comprise in his observatio® ~ Memb 
nature and “extent of those exemptio”” The or 
He proposed there should be ¢ harged, Pf ‘ld place, . 
incdme from 60, to 400!. for aman ry ntof 
above two or for three or more ion {0 : re oth 
4 per cent—Upon: income ee a B<TsOnG 
: j : Whee Upon ie acte 
1,0001. for ditto—3 pericent-— VPM acter 
from 1,000}. to-5,0001. for ditto +2 P% | bes 
“aBoa ico! from?s,000 00 MEMEer Ie 
—And upon income from wish to carry ce ssit 
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granting exemptions to all under 601. a year, 
and to grant abatements in favour of those 
above 601]. and under 1501, It was to be 
observed, that the principal difficulty arose 
wiih respect to persons who were not ass¢ess- 
ed. In cases of mortgagees, and persons 
lending money, it was found difficult to ap- 
ply a principle without risk to the reve- 
nue; a mode, however, had been adopted by 
means ot certificates, by which all persons 
who claimed exemptious from the commis- 
sioners should, on producing them, be enti- 
tled tohave them considered as money, pro 
tanto, by those by whom they might be re- 
ceived. It would be found the most simple 
and effectual mode that could be resorted to. 
Having thas stated the points which had not 
yet been discussed, and to which the new 
clauses referred, he should not trespass fur- 
ther upon the time of the House, but mere- 
ly move that the bill should be recommitted. 
—The bill was then recommitted, Mr, Alex- 
ander in the chair. — ‘ 

Mr, Pitt proposed, that for the greater ac- 
commodation and facility of discussion, it 
would be most convenient to canvass the 

amendments to be proposed in the different 
clauses as they went on, and confine them- 
selves to do so, reserving till afterwards any 
new clauses or very serious amendments in 
| the body of the bill. 

The Committee then proceeded to debate 
Upon several trifling and verbal alterations 
aid suggestions offered by different mem- 
bers, very few of which were agreed to: 
| When they came to the clause which pat the 
euforceiment of the tax in the city of Nor- 
Wich out of the hands of the magistrates, 
a member, whose name we could not learo, 
obvjected to this, as containing an insinua- 
ion rather injurious and of an illiberal na- 
‘ure against the magistrates of the place. 
He had béen himself, he said, a magistrate 
Of that part of the country, aod a commis- 
sioner under the late income tax, and could 
“ssert, from personal knowledge, that nothing 
could have been conducted with greater fair- 

ess and impartiality. All he wished for 
Was to have Norwich upon the same footing 
as all the other cities. He saw the, two 
embers for Norwich then in their places. 
he one of them was scarcely known in the 
place, whereas there was scarcely an inhabi- 
tant of the place who was not well known to 
1¢ other. He would therefore appeal to his 
Pctsonal kuowledge, with respect to the cha- 


Tacter and eonduct of the magistrates, and it 
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respecting the demeanour of the magristrates 
of Norfolk. 

| Mr. Fellowes expressed the greatest respect 
| for the magistrates as well as the people of. 
| Norwich iv general, whose representative he 
| had the henour to be. But as it was sup 
| posed by a great many persons, that :a consi- 
| derable degree of party -prevailed io that 
city, he was not averse to the clause standing 
as it did.—T'o this it was replied, that, what- 
ever may be the political principles of some 
of the magistrates, the gent. who-spoke last 
Was not without obligations to them, as at 
the last election six of them voted in his fa- 
vour, though candour, at the same time, in- 
duced him to acknowledge that eighteen of 
them voted against him.—After some furs 
ther conversation, the clause was suffered to 
remain as it was. 

A long discussion took place upon the 
clause for allowing certain abatements for 
repairs, in which many amendments: were 
proposed and rejected, and the clause passed, 
with a few verbal alterations. 

The Attorney General proposed an amend-: 
ment to make a deduction in favour of the 
tenant for the fines which he should have 
paid to the landlord for his lease, and to 
charge the landlord for these fines. ‘This, 
after a discussion of considerable length be- 
tween Mr, Pitt, the Attorney General, Mr. 
Giles, Mr. Bragge, and others, was adopted 
as part of the bill. 

Mr. Western proposed an amendment, to 
allow additional deductions on the incomes 
arising from dwelling-houses and farms, on 
account of repairs and improvements, which, 
afier a short discussion, was rejected.—The 
Committee thea went through the remain- 
ing clauses, and the report was ordered to be 
received the uext day. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 28. 
[Repscrion tw Inecanp.]—Lord Ho- 
bart presented a message from his Majesty 
relative to the treasonable and rebellious” 
practices lately carried ov in Ireland. Jt’ 
was the same as that brought down to the 
House of Commons.—The message being’ 
read by the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Hobart rose and said,: it was with: 
feclings of the deepest regret, he had to call: 
their lordships’ attention to the ‘subject now* 
brought before them. It was with deep and 
heartfelt sorrow he reflected .on ‘the ‘violent’ 
and disgraceful outrages Jately committed in» 
Ireland; and if therewas im those»proveeds! 
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than another, it was that of the barbarous 
murder of a most distinguished and merito- 
rious character, who, one would suppose, 
ghould have been the last person to fall a sa- 
erifice to the brutal and ferocious spirit with 
which those miscreants who destroyed him 
had been actuated. If ever there was a man 
whose conduct was more blameless than that 
of another, it was the noble person to whom 
he alluded. Never was there any man who 
merited less the resentments of others. In 

vivate life he was peculiarly distinguished 
ye his virtues; and, im public, he was emi- 
nently useful. He knew the excellent qua- 
hities of that noble person: he knew him as 
a private and public character. As Lord 
Hobart was proceeding, he was so overcome 
with'grief, that for some moments he could 
not utter a word; he at length apologised to 
the House, and trusted their lordships would 
excuse him for an irregularity which was oc- 
easioned by his feelings on a melancholy sub- 
ject, in which he was so personally interest- 
ed.—(A general cry of hear! hear !) His 
Jordship then observed, that besides the ad- 
dress which he should move to his Majesty, 
the House would probably on that day have 
occasion to adopt some measures of very 
great importance. He expected that certain 
bills would be passed in the Commons, and 
sent to that House. One of these would be 
a bill for enabling the government in Ireland 
to try persons, charged with rebellious prac- 
tices; by Courts martial. In eonsequence of 
what had already passed in Ireland, his Ma- 
yesty had the power to proclaim martial law 
there; but if that was done it would extend 
universally Over the country; but by the 
measure now intended to be brought for- 
ward, the operation of martial law would 
extend only to persons actually concerned in 
the rebsilion. The next measure would be 
a suspension of the habeas corpus act, by 
which the Lord Lieut. of Ireland would be 
enabled to detain all persons suspected of 
treason. “These measures it would he neces- 
sary to carry into effect without delay. With 
respect to the natuse and extent of the insur- 
rection which had broken out in Ireland, he 
was not able at present to give so much intor- 
mation as-he coukd wish; but from the acs 
counts government had received, it appeared, 
that, except in the city of Dublin, the: rebel- 
Non had not brokeén out to any great extent 
> Fa dteland, ° “He understood, that besides the 
outrages’ committed in Dublin, there had 

been! atv Wsurrection in the county of Kil- 
4 dave, *Evévy adble lord who heard him must 
_ Bgresy that the mest prompt, effectual, and 
ee ‘steps must be taken to put a stop 
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to those disgracefal and horrible proceedings. 
For the present he should content himself 
with moving an humble addfess to his Ma- 
jesty, thanking him for his most gracious 
communication; and assuring his Majesty, 
that the House would cheertully concur in 
any measures which could tend to restore 
general tranquillity in Irefand. 

The Earl of Limerick said, that as one of 
the representative peers of Ireland, and the 
only one of them whio now attended in that 
House, he felt it his duty to deliver his sen- 
timents on this occasion, and to assign his 
reasons for the vote he should give. He !a- 
mented as much as any nran could do, the 
fate of that truly virtuous and useful charac- 
ter, who had been most barbarously mur- 
dered. The act was oite of the most atro- 
cious that had been perpetrated for many 
years; and he fully agreed in the sentiments 
expressed by the noble Secretary of State, 
as to the excellent qualities of that noble lord. 
‘Fhe horrible assassination of such a person 
was a proof that there existed in Ireland a 
spirit of that diabolieal and dangerous nae 
ture, as to require such measures for ils sup- 
pression as those intended to be brought for- 
ward, and such as perfectly justified all the 
measures that had hitherto been adopted for 
the suppression of rebellion there. He had 
already had occasion in that House to defend 
the measures adopted for Ireland. He was 
again ready to defend them; he was ready 
to take his share of the reproaches that had 
been thrown out against those who had sup- 
ported the strong measures put in practice 
there, for the suppression of insurrection 
opinion he had formed on the subject. a 
highly approved of the bill for extending | af 
operations of martial Jaw to certain descrip’ 
tions of persons in Dreland, because the ~ 
ference between that and the neon 
of martial law by his Majesty would be, 8 
this would reach only the guilty; wher " 
the other wouldinclude, within its nye 
all deseriptions of people, whether th 
were disaffected or loyal : he therefore ¢ “4 
sidered it as a proof of the tender Tes 

. id to his Joy 
which the government paid ate 
countryman, that the means taken t 
press rebellion came in such a shape. ‘0't 
would not now be any interruption 
civil tribunals of the country, WMO Ted, 
all suspended if martial law wes Pre, 
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habeas corpus act, The astonishment and in- 
dignation which he felt on learning these 
fresh instances of atrocity were greater than 
he Bould describe. But he had the fullest 
reliance on the firmness, the patriotism, and 
courage, of a large portion of the people of 
Ireland; and he entertained no doubt, but 
that those atrocious wretches who disturbed 
the public tranquillity would be defeated in 
all their schemes: would meet with ruin and 
disgrace. Before he sat down, there was 
one point on which he would take the liber- 
ty of throwing out a suggestion to his Majes- 
ty’s ministers. On a former occasion he had 
observed, that there should be no distinction 
between the militia of England and the mi- 
litia of Ireland, and that a small sea should 
not prevent the militia ef one country from 
passing into another country. If it was pro- 
per at that time to adopt his recommenda- 
tion, how mach more so must it be now, 
for reasons which he would explain to the 
House. There were about 18,000 militia 
soldiers in Ireland at this time. With regard 
to the courage and the loyalty of those men, 
he entertained no kind of doubt whatever. But 
he must assure their lordships, and he spoke 
from positive knowledge and experience, that 
every art would be used, as had been used 
hitherto, to withdraw them from their duty 
and allegiance; and from the close con- 
nexion that existed between them and those 
people who might be in a state of rebellion 
—from the superstitious attachment they ge- 
nerally had for each other, and the influence 
which their priests had over them, it was 
1mpossible to say how far their loyalty might 
be shaken. He must, thorefore, again 
strongly recommend it to his Majesty's mi- 
iusters, to remove the militia regiments from 
{reland to Great Britain, not by any com- 
pulsory law, not by giving them an opportu- 
nity of volunteering their services, and when 
they came to this country they would be 
found as powerful and efticacious troops as 
any in his Majesty's service. He hoped he 
should be excused for throwing out this hint, 
but he did it from a real conviction that it 
would be highly beneficial in the present 
state of the country.—The address to his 
Majesty was then moved, and carried nemine 
contradicente. 
Shei “ Oxance.] — Lord Hobart 
Oved, that his Majesty's message, relative 
lo granting a fare eg A to the Prince of 
Urange, be read. His lordship then movett 
#n address to his. Majesiy, assuring his Ma- 
Jesty that the House would cheerfully concur 
2 any Measure that would ‘promote the ob- 
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the nobe lord had not explained the grounds 
of his motion. 

Lord Hobart replied, that.,explanation 
was unnecessary, until the House: should 
have before it the measure itself for granting 
a provision to the illustrious prince in ques- 
tion.—The address was then agreed to. 

[Martian Lraw.}]—Between nine and 
ten o'clock, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, accompanied by several members of 
the Commons, brought up two bills, one for 
trying rebels by martial law in Ireland, and 
the other for suspending the babeas corpus 
act in Ireland. They were both read a first 
time, 

On the motion of Lord Hobart, the pro- 
clamation issued by the Lord Licutenant and 
Council of Ireland, on the 24th, was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Lord Hobart then said, that as it would be 
necessary to pass the two bills on that night, 
there must be a suspension of the standing 
orders of the House, which prevented the 
reading of any bill more than onee on the 
same day. He moved, ‘‘ That as it was ne- 
cessary for the public safety these bills should 
be passed with the utmost dispatch, the 
House forthwith proceed to read them in 
their several stages, notwithstanding any 
standing orders of the House.” 

The Lord Chancellor said, the House had 
sometimes, in cases of great emergency, 
broken through their standing orders, They 
had done so at the time of the mutiny at 
the Nore, when a bill of the utmost neces- 
sity was read through all its stages in one 
day. But although this had sometimes becn 
done, the House ought lo come to some re- 
gulation with regard to its standing orders, 
and endeavour to avoid the inconveni- 
ence of breaking through those rules by 
which its proceedings had been regu- 
lated. As Speaker of that House he was 
bound to adhere to its orders: and if he 
should now, in opposition to an express 
order on their journals, put the question 
for reading a bill more than once, he hoped 
the house would relieve him from the re- 
sponsibility he must incur by doing so; 
particularly when he did it by the order of 
the House, He trusted theie Lordships 
would on some future occasion come to a 
determination relative to the standing or- 
ders, His lordsltip then entered into the 
merits of the bill before the House; and 
fully concurred in the sentiments of the 
noble lord who was representative fur.tre- 
land, as to the propriety of extending 
martial law only to those who. wese, pror 

perly the objects of its, an sf to 
the Habeas: 
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considered it an act of mercy, instead of 

an act of severity, towards those persons 

who might fall under the operation of that | 
law. For, by removing them at once, 
and detaining them in custody, they might 
be prevented from commilting acts for 
which their lives would become forfeited. 
His lordship then lamented the unhappy 
state of Ireland, and congratulated the 
House and the country on the extirpation 
from Great-Britain of those pernicious 
principles, with which a great portion of 
the people were once in danger of being 
infected, and on the spirit of patriotism 
with which the whole nation. now seemed 
to be roused; a spirit that he was confi- 
dent would carry us safely through the 
great struggle we were engaged in: and 
if unfortunately we should fail m_ that 
struggle, we should perish with the conso- 
latory reflection, that we had done our 
duty to ourselves, our King, and our 
country. 

The Earl of Rosslyn made some observa- 
tions on the standing orders, which he did 
not consider to be of a nature so obligatory 
asto preclude the House from breaking 
through them on such an occasion as the 
present: nor could he conceive that any 
responsibility attached to the Speaker of 
that House, for acting in conformity to the 
orders of the House, if he should put the 
question contrary to those orders.—The 
two bills were then read through all their 
stages, and passed. F 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, July 28. 


fMrixures.]—The Two Millions Ex- 
chequer biils’ Vote of Credit Bill; the 
1,500,000 Exchequer Bills’ Bill; the Quas- 
sia Additional Duty Bill, and the bill for 
regulating the exportation of tobacco, were 
read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed the next day.—The House, in a 
Commiitee, went through the renewed 
Woollen Manufacturers’ Bill. The amend- 
ments were agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to be read athird time thenext day.—Leave 
was given to bring in a bill for enclosing 
certain ‘lands in the-parish of Roxborough, 
in the county of Oxford.—Lord Hawkes- 
bury brought up. the bill for enabling his 
Ble ‘tovsettle an annuity. of 16,000). on 
the: Hi Of Orange ; which was read a 
and ordered to be read a second time 
yi PCastlereagh obtained leave 
‘a bill for exempting such per- 
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tia of the country. Read a first time, and 
ordered to he read a second time the next 
day.—Mr, Vansittart brought up a report 
relating to the exportation of copper and 
other articles from Great. Britain, in neutral! 
ships. . Ordered to be taken into consider. 
ation next day.—The House, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Vansittart, resolved itself into 
a Committee, to consider of the bounties 
and drawbacks on sugar exported from 
Great Britain and Ireland.—Report to be 
received next day.—-Mr. Vansttart brought 
up a bill for rectifying the mistakes of a 
former act, passed in the 42d year of his 
present Majesty, and for the better collect- 
ing the duties on auctions. Read a first 
time.—The bill for regulating the exporta- 
lion of tea to Ireland was read a first time. 
—Lord Hawkesbury moved, that the con- 
sideration of the contested election peti- 
tions whith stand for August, be further 
postponed, and taken into consideration in 
September.—Tbe East-India Shipping Bill 
was read a third time, and passed.—The 
Lord Mayor of London brought up a peti- 
tion from certain persons, relative to the 
Bell Dock Light House Bill, and praying 
that counsel might be heard against the 
said bill.—The Dover Pilots’ Bill, and the 
Alien Bill, were read a second time.—Mr. 
Alexander brought up the report on the 
Property Bull. ‘ 

[ReseLvion ry IRevanp.J—TheChan- 
cellor of the Exchequer presented to the 
House the following message from his Ma- 
jesty: “ George R. His Majesty feels the 
¢ deepest regret in acquainting the House 
‘of Commons, that a treasonable and re- 
 bellious spirit of insurrection has mabl- 
 fosted itself in Ireland, which has been 
« marked by circumstances of rm 
“ atrocity.in the city of Dublio.—His a 
“ jesty relies with perfect confidence on the 
‘ wisdom of his Parliament, that such mea- 
“ sures will be forthwith adopted as are best 
«© calculated to afford protection and security 
to his Majesty's Joyal subjects in that nn 
“ of the united kingdom, and to yi 
“ and preserve general tranguillity. *: . 
After the message was read from the cha! 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer tore, rei 
addressed the House to the following © rin: 
there must exist in this House a gener 
etsy ‘ d_ sentiments 
ticipation of those feelings anc § snaking 
which his Majesty has entertained in ai 
the communication which has just bee 3: 
from the chair. There is also, am F-” 
suaded, in this House, a disposition 20" 
ed determination, to justify,and repey_ 

‘ Fe : sed } it bY 
confidence which has beet Fepos a | coc 
our beloved, Sovereign, in adoptirs 
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measures as may be best suited to the cir- 
cumstances of the present conjuncture, Go- 
verpment had every reason to suppose, that 
the contamination of principles which had 
produced in former years the calamities of 
rebellion in Ireland had béen completely 
done away ; that the experience of the bless- 
ings which have been already enjoyed in that 
country since the period to which I allude, 
under the wise measures which were then 
adopted for the purpose of quelling the spi- 
rit of insurrection which was then testi- 
fied; and further, that the experience which 
the world. has already had of all those 
views of revolution and: French _princi- 
ples of military despotism, would have 
operated upon those who were base enough 
to join in rebellion against the constitu- 
tion of the country. These flattering hopes, 
I am exceedingly sorry to say, have been 
disappointed to- a great degree. It was 
said by a great and eminent character, 
that he pitied that man who would endea- 
vour to aggravate the crime of treason. That 
crime, however, must be felt to be highly 
aggravated by the circumstances of the pre- 
sent moment, when the whole body of the 
people of this country appear to be united, 
and co-operating with government in the 
support of our glorious constitution, Not- 
withstanding all that has yet happened, I am 
convinced that the great majority of the 
people in Ireland are equally unanimous in 
respect to the defence of their country, are 
equally loyal to their King, and equally 
anxious to support the preseut happy consti- 
tution with those inhabiting this part of the 
united kingdom. The crimes of high trea- 


son must, I say, be peculiarly aggravated, 7 


when, notwithstanding all the measures 
which have been adopted by government, a 
spirit of disaffection and disloyalty should 
have been manifested in any quarter of his 
Majesty's dominions ; and that, too, at the 
very moment when we are employed in 
planning measures, and adopting the most 
prudent precautions, for the express purpose 
of supporting our most excellent constitu- 
lion. Lamentable, indeed, it was, at this 
critical conjuncture of affairs, that any por- 
tion of his Majesty’s subjects should have 
been laying plans which were detrimental to 
the very existence of that glorious constitu- 
tion under which they have livéd- and enjoy- 
ed so many blessings. I must view it as a 
circumstance deeply to-be deplored, that in 
one part of the united kingdom, any. set of 
men should be endeavouring even to encou- 
rage that enemy agajnst whom we, in this 
Part of the kingdom, ate so firmly uniting, 
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dare to approach our country, Iam pere 
suaded, however, that the number of those 
who are so rebelliously disposed, even in that 
part of the united kingdom, is but small, and 
that there is still a strong and prevalent dis- 
position existing to eppose our mutual ene- 
my. I shall have the honour of laying be- 
fore the House, after this question is disposed 
of, information concerning the particular in- 
stances of insurrection contained in the pro- 
clamation issued by the Lord Lieut. of Ire- 
land; but I cannot conceive that any infor- 
mation can be reckoned necessary to per- 
suade the House to agree to the address 
which I am about to propose. I am con- 
vinced that the mind of that man who is ar- 
dently interested for the welfare and prospe- 
rity of his country must sicken with indig- 
nation and shame, on the very mention of 
schemes tending to the subversion of its 
constitution. Parliament, I think, has a 
right to expect the admiration, the thanks, 
and the gratitude of the whole body of the 
virtuous and loyal inhabitants of the united 
kingdom, for their activity and exertion ou 
all such critical occasions, in order to restore 
tranquillity. In the full persuasion, there+ 
fore, that there will be no difference of opi- 
nion, I beg leave to propose, “ That au 
humble address be presented to his Majesty, 
to return his Majesty the thanks of this 
House for his most gracious message; to 
assure his Majesty, that we learnewith thé 
strongest feelings of regret and indignation, 
that a treasonable and rebellious spirit of in- 
surrection has manifested itself in Ireland, 
which has been marked with circumstances 
of peculiar atrocity in the city of Dublin ; 
that his Majesty may be assured of the readi- 
ness and determination of his faithful Com- 
mons, to adopt forthwith such measures as. 
may appear to them to be best calculated to 
afford protection and security*to his Majesty's 
loyal subjects- in that part of the united 
kingdom, and to restore and preserve gene- 
ral tranquillity."—-After this question has 
been disposed of, I shall then submit to the 
House the proclamation which has been 
issued in Ireland by the Lord Lieutenant, 
Mr. Windbam said, Sir, having heard the 
motion which has just now been proposed 
by the right hon. gent. I cannot forbear ex~ 
pressing my sentiments on the subject. The 
proposing of an address to the throne upon 
the very same day on which his Majesty's 
message has been delivered, is a\thing Which 
is exceedingly unasual in parliathentaty pro- 
ceedings. I think it may be reckoned te- 
spectful to the crowo, to make a. small) in- 
terval of time betwixt his|Majesty’s\message 
and the address which is Now proposed be- 
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cause it testifies more strongly that degree 
of attention which we, his Parliament, have 
paid to it. It is exceedingly desirable for 
the House that such delay should be inter- 
posed, that they may know what answer in 
their wisdom seems to be most proper. The 
objects comprehended by this message, how- 
ever, are not at present fit for mature con- 
sideration. In the present, instance, I enter- 
tain no doubt of the propriety of the House 
assenting to the purpose of his Majesty's 
message, but there might be a question, 
whether or not that message really contain- 
ed al] that was conformable to our feclings 
on the occasion ? The assent which must be 
given to any message from the crown, must 
not only express our general concurrence in 
the matters therein comprehended, but it 
ought also to signify our real sentiments and 
ideas upon the subject. Were not this the 
case, 1 have no doubt that an immediate an- 
swer might on the present occasion be re- 
turned, but it has not been the practice of 
this House to doso. The right. hon. gent. 

has given us to understand, that he would 
not think it prudent to detain the House 
with the particulars of this important intel- 
ligence, previous to his motion being adopt- 
ed; so that we are just leftin a state of suf- 
ficient information to make such an answer 
as he has now proposed, If this conduct be 
adopted, and reckoned prudent, | should 
wish to know, why the other practice has 
ever prevailed? If the bare statement of 
measures be enough, then it would be 
thought unbecoming in Parliament ever to 

enter into any minute consideration of a 

message, previous to its adopting an answer 

to be returned to his Majesty. Now, upon 

this particular subject, [ can really conceive, 

that there is a great deal of information and 

mature deliberation wanted, before we can 

frame an address which could be reckoned 

proper for the occasion. When we have 

something more than this general communi- 

cation of a rebellion having broken out in 

Ireland, many different reflections may arise 

out of the particulars in regard to what this 

House ought either to say or do. Is it an 

easy matter to say, that Ireland has been 
Surprised by an open rebellion or insurrec. 

tien having broken out, that government 

have been so ignorant of their dangers, that 

even the capital of that part of the united 

kingdom her bien almost wrested from them 

by means of that rebellion? Are not these 

pe on which the House would wish to 

e informed, before they think of adopting 

final answer to such a communication ? 
i" were said that such information could 
pot be now submitted, bot that the earliest 

? en 4 
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opportunity of doing so should. be embraced 
for that purpose, I would willingly allow 
my objections to fall to the ground, and 
should be of the same opinion with the right 
hon. gent. that, without knowing more, we 
should testify our desire and inclination to 
assist his Majesty. Such, however, not 
being the case, and this being all the infor- 
mation we are to procure upon the subject, 
previous to our voting an address, I say 
that the House is thereby precluded from all 
opportunity of entering into the considera. 
tion of the subject. The right hon. gent. has 
expressed his flattering hopes and expecta- 
tions as to this rebellion only affecting a very 
small part of that country, and of its being 
prevalent only amongst a very small portion 
of its inhabitants ; but even as to that circum- 
stance, in our present situation, we are notable 
to say yes or no. Soon after the existence of 
the last violent insurrection in that kingdom, 
we had heard reports very different indeed 

from those which are testified by the present 

message. We were given to understand by 

our government, that every thing was pere 

fectly tranquil in that part of the kingdom, 

An hon. officer, (Col. Archdale) who has 

often distinguished himself in this House, 

not long ago observed, when conversing upon 


this very topic, that, without a knowledge » 
of the local facts, it was impossible to pro- » 


cure accurate information as to the real si- 
tuation of a country; but that it consisted 
with his knowledge, that all was perfectly 
quiet in that part of his Majesty’s dominions. 
For my part, however, I must confess that 
I cannot conceive it possible, except by the 
interference of some miracle, that the pea- 
sants of that country, whose minds were 
lately so agitated, and whose hands were 
employed ia forging pikes for the destruction 
of all the loyal inhabitants within their reach, 
should, all of a sudden, be converted into 
the very contrary description of men, and 
become perfectly loyal and peaceable sub- 
jects. In addition to these conciliatory a 
counts, I may observe, by way of question, 
how came government not to have been bet- 
ter prepared for emergencies, such as the 
present? How comes it to pass, that the cae 
pital of that part of the united kingdom 
avas within an ace of being taken, and | il 
government overturned? It appears, from : 
these circumstances, that the gore 
of the country may be snatched away, WT 
out the least notice being previously s'"" 

to the House, as to the real existing dang’ ow 
This. being the state of ng. * — 
the greatest consideration of ag 
know, what ought to be ec eed 
of even twenty-four hours has beep object 
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to in the pfesent instance, Ner can I de- 
termine, whether the urgency of the case 
¢an bé so great as to preclude the urgency 
of consideration. I really think it is a little 


“curious, that the fortifying of London, which 


has been a subject lately under discussion in 
this House, and which has been stated by 
ministers to have been in contemplation for 
a series Of years past, especially during ru- 
mours of invasion, has to this day been de- 
Jayed, but has now, at this present moment, 
become a matter of such extreme urgency, 
as not to admit of the smallest delay; with- 
in these few days indeed, of so great import- 


ance was expedition and promptitude rec- ' 


koned as to fortifying London, that ministers 
could not even allow themselves time deli- 
berately to discuss the subject in this Honse, 
so as to determine whether the top of a hill 
or the bottom of a valley were the most pro- 
per places for the erection of fortifications. 
Such a conduct, on the part of ministry, Is 
perfectly inconsistent. I may conclude by 
saying, that if this address is at present to be 
agreed to, it should, in my opinion, be done 
only proforma, and then the matter taken 
into consideration and deliberate discussion ; 
it being a practice not countenanced by the 
general rules of the House, to vote an im- 
mediate address to any message from his 
Majesty. 

Mr. Sheridan said, I do not rise for the 
purpose either of voting for the present ad- 
dress, merely pro forma, nor do I rise to re- 
ply to the observations which have fallen 
from the right hon, member who has just 
sat down; I know that no answer becomes 
necessary, in the present instance, to any 
thing that gentleman has said: No reply is 
requisite, in order to do away any argument 
used against the proposed measure ; for, sure 
I'am, that a cordial agreement already pre- 
vails in the House as to the motion now 
under discussion, As for argument, I may 
say, that the right hon, member has urged 
none, and therefore I rise, principally to 
€xpress my astonishment, that there should 
be a man in this House, who could think of 
stating the least objection, or hesitate a mo- 
Ment as to thé propriety of adopting the 
Proposed measure on sach a pressing emer- 
ree He has stated the usual practice of 
the House; but, Sir, I would ask, are not 
€ven forms to give way to such an important 
matter.as that now under discussion? I like 
the scliem | the better, because we are obli 
€d to proceed’ in an unusual manner. fe 
has Said, that, even twenty-fouf hours are 
ts fie Povey hg A, hs. a 
thieitigt oi to differ most decidedly 
Vou, | 


a | 


PARL. DEBATES, Jovy 28.—Rebellion in Ireland. 








¢ to differ most decide 
Fight hon, gent, as to that partica- | 


lar. I would wish him to reflect, what ef- 
fect such a delay would have in Ireland. 
When thousands in that country would be 
trembling, and looking with anxiety to our 
present deliberations, and others perhaps at 
this moment sharing the same fate as that 
of the unfortunate chief justice in that coun- 
try, who has already fallen a sacrifice to a 
most rebellious and audacious mob, what 
would the people of Ireland think, if they un- 
derstood that we had adjourned for the space 
of twenty-four hours? No; let us not make 
the smallest delay in returning that answer, 
which the emergency of the case requires. 
The right hon. gent. wishes to reproach mi- 
nisters for having discouraged the loyal part 
of the inhabitants of Ireland, His allega~ 
tions seemed to be totally unfounded, I 
hope and trust, that no iasurrection of the 
kind he has alluded to, has existed on this 
occasion. Is it to go forth,to the people of 
Ireland, upon his simple authority, that the 
insurgents were in such union as to be able 
to take the very capital? ‘That would be 
calling forth insurrection and rebellion over 
all the united kingdom, Whenever the right 
hon, geot., who has moved this address, 
chooses te bring forward the matter for mGre 
deliberate discussion, I shall most cordially 
and attentively enter into it; but, at present, 
I am strongly of opinion, that no delay ougt 
to take place in regard to the adoption of 
the proposed motion. 
Mr. Hutchinson said, that afier hearing 
such accounts of his countrymen in Ireland, 
he looked to that part of the united kingdom 
with borror and. disgust; and was almost 
afraid to own himself of that country ; but, 
he trusted, that he could venture to match 
himself with any man in point of loyalty. 
Ata time like the present, when the screams 
of the widow, and_the tears of the orphan 
were reaching our ears, he thought that no 
delay ought to intervene, so as to obstruct 
the adoption of some speedy measures for 
their relief. As he knew the blessings of 
the constitution of his country, he was de- 
termined to die ip support of it; and as he 
loved his country, this address had his most 
cordial concurrence.. He hoped and trusted, 
that the loyal part of that country might not 
be confounded with the murderers and traj- 
torous part of it, Hethou ‘tha Wwe should 
mark our zeal and determina jon to SUPE C58 


rebellion, and at, the, samme time naf g 
ourselves to be wise,, p ’ B ; 
in our measures. a na 
feelings as to bis gou 
strong measures WO i Be 
half on the present occasion 5. 
errors in his humble ju 
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be, in regard to what ought or ought not to 
have been done by ministers, he should not 
wish to draw the attention of the House 
from the particular point at present under 
discussion. He should think that he was 
violating his own feelings as to his country, 
were he to urge his opinions on these mat- 
ters at this moment, because he thought 
that the rebellion ought in the first place to 
to be suppressed, ‘* Let the rebel be pulled 
down, and let the tyrant tremble.” Any 
attempt to reform grievances, at the point 
of the bayonet, ought to be met in a similar 
way. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, Sir, 1 am almost 
ashamed, in rising on such an occasion as 
the preyent, so as to take up the time of the 
House with any observations on such a sub- 
ject, or to be the means of delaying for a 
single minute our acquiescence in the pro- 
posed address; but I do confess, that the 
speech of the right bon. gent. opposite to me 
(Mr. Windham) has made such an impres- 
sion upon my mind, that even what has alrea- 
dy been said in answer to his observations by 
two hon. members, so conformable to my 
©wn opinion, cannot prevent me frem stat- 
ing what at present occurs to me. I must 
say, Sir, that if ever there was an occasion 
for the members of this House to unite in 
Oné opinion, it is upon this present address, 
The-right hon. gent. has accused his Ma- 
jesty’s government of having acted with pre- 
ciptiancy, and otherwise not as it ought to 
have done. Always attacking every measure 
of government, the right hon. gentleman 
has been pleased to say, that this present 
step is conformable to the conduct of his 
Majesty's ministers. I call on him, I chal- 
lenge him, I dare him to prove, that ever 
there existed any government more ready to 
give information, more disposed to meet en- 
quiry, and to act in every way according to 
the true constitutional principles of the coun- 
try, than the present administration, It is 
these constitutional ‘principles which ought 
fo actuate every government, The attack 
may have been levelled against myself and 
my right hon. colleagues alone ; but when | 
ean tell the right hon. member, that on for- 
mer occasions, when such measures occurred 
as seemed to preclude the necessity of all 

other considerations than the object before 
us; that right hon. gent. -himselt has often 
whited with Parliament in voting for addresses 
upon the same day on which his Majesty's 
messdge has been delivered. I deny that 
thefe is auy existing form or regulation, 


whieh, On ‘great emergencies, can prevent. 
oar? tyom betog followed. Theright 


hon, goat. hiraseif had formerly none of those 


PARL, DEBATES, Jury 28,—Rebeliion in Ireland. 


ms 





[1300 


delicate feelings, none of those qualms of 
conscience, which he now affects, It is now, 
for the first time, that he breaks out, ander 
circumstances of rebellion, which peculiarly 
cal] forth every active ‘and prompt exertion, 
A rebellion has broke out in Ireland, more 
enormous than ever occurred before; and yet 
the right hon. gent. has said, “ do not pro- 
** flounce your sentiments at once, but en- 
“* courage the loyal.” Though the present 
rebellion has been yet of short duration, al. 
ready has a most respectable character, the 
Lord Chief Justice of Jreland, fallen a sacri- 
fice to the savage ferocity of an armed mob, 
having been murdered in a most shockin 
manner, and under circumstances which are 
far from exciting in us such sentiments as 
the right hon. gent. expresses upon the occa- 
sion. Must we, according to his opinion, 
stop till this armed banditti has had time to 
commit a few more murders? Are no pre- 
cautions to be taken to prevent such fatal 
and such melancholy consequences? The 
proposition of delay is perfectly absord in 
such a critical emergency as the present. 
I could not resist the impulse I felt, and I 
am convinced that every man in the House 
must feel a desire to express sentiments di- 
rectly the reverse of what the right hon. gent. 
has ventured to throw out. The House is 
by no means precluded from voting for this 
address at present; but grant that it was 
precluded by forms, which must on other 
oecasions be rigorously attended to, I would 
ask, is not this an eccasion where a natural 
and fair line of distinction ought to be 
drawn ? It is not now for us to enquire into 
the causes which have conduced to this re- 
bellion, or whether it has originated from 
any degree of neglect; but to say that we 
shall adopt precautionary measures. The 
only tendency of the right hon. gentleman's 
objection has been to prevent the good ef- 
fect which would undoubtedly have arisen 
from our shewing to the country that we are 
all of one spirit, one feeling, amd one voices 
as to the propriety of adopting some speedy 
and effectual measures for quelling the re- 


-bellious insurrection which has unhappily 


testified itself in that part of the unilc 
kingdom. 

Mir. Wintham cotoplained, that he on y 
expressed a doubt of the propriety of voting 
this address immediately, unless some 48 
portunity should be afforded of gong 
a farther enquiry, but contended \ gaa 
had said nothing which could at all inte 
with the desired mnanimity, 

Dr. Laurence defended his righ + not 
friend (Mr. Windham), whom be ov © 
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general address, even on that night, and 
under that want of information, of which he 
had justly complained. His right hon, friend 
had indeed observed, that it was more usual 
to appoint some other day for taking a mes- 
sage from his Majesty into consideration ; 
but he had avowed himself ready to concur 
in any general expression of the resolution 
of the House, to assist his Majesty to the 
utmost in putting down rebellion : he only 
desired, that before they were called upon 
to pass measures such as had been intimated, 
they should haye some sufficient ground of 
parliamentary proceeding. And when the 
state of a country, which fate had connected 
with this country, was brought forward in 
that House, it was natural for those best 
affected to the interésts of the empire, to 
require some information. ‘There was also 
an objection to putting off enquiy to a fu- 


ture day, if his. Majesty’s ministers threw 


on others the burthen of proposing that en- 
quiry. It was a very unfair, and a very 
dangerous precedent, that those who were 
the most zealous and most loyal in the cause 
of their country, should be charged with 
disaffection, merely because they required 
information, or because they proposed in- 
quiry.. The passions and feelings of the 
House had been appealed to on the present 
occasion; but it was the character of the 
House. of Commons, as a deliberative assem- 
bly, to consult less their passions than their 
reason, their feelings than their judgement. 
He would advert a little to what his hon. 
friend (Mr. Sheridan), if he would allow 
him to call him so, had observed, on the 
observations of his right hon. fiiend near 
him (Mr. Windham). His hon. friend had 
said, that his right hon. friend's speech con- 
tained no argument ; and then, with some 
mconsistency, but with much truth, in the 
latter part of his speech, he said he proposed 
to answer all the arguments of his right hon, 
friend. If the hon. gent. had attended the 
House constantly for some time back, hé 
would have been aware of the general de- 
clarations of the tranquillity of Ireland, 
which were so lamentably contradicted by 
the present fact ; though, at the time when 
these declarations were made, his Majesty's 
Ministers greeted them with loud acclama- 
tions, and seemed to consider those who in- 
timated ‘a doubt of their trath, or who ex- 
pressed a dread of any disturbance, guilty of 
every crime, and deserving of every panish- 
ment.. A noble lord, (Lord de Blaquiere) 
he believed, bad lost much of their favour 
for venturing only to give the House a hint 
of “ some little pranks which had lately been 
" played, of just shootinga few people as they 
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« passed, and burning down a few houses.” 
He was himse!f, he said, an enemy to every 
species of delusion: he could not counte- 
nance the system which would aggravate 
public calamity, at a time, when it was 
wished to carry a, particular measure; and 
which, at other times, for opposite purposes, 
described the country to be iu a state of 
happiness, which nothing but a combination 
of circumstances more than human could 
produce. The noble lord had challenged 
his right hon, friend to shew, where his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers had ever with-held informa- 
tion. It was easy 'o answer, in every in- 
stance, from the Treaty of Amiens, down 
to the first measure adopted for the defence 
of the country, on the eve of the present 
contest; and from that, through the whole 
chain of events that led to the present de- 
sirable state of things. Never was Parlia- 
ment in such complete darkness, as during 
the whole of that period.—How olten had 
the noble lord an@ his associates admitted to 
him and his right hon, friend, that no mi- 
nisters had ever such a weight ef responsi- 
bility upon them, because no ministers had 
ever ebtained so much confidence on so little 
information. When, therefore, the noble 
lord struck such forcible blows on the table, 
and challenged his right hon. friend to point 
out the ministers who had given more in- 
formation ; he wished him to look back a 
little, and to recollect those instances. He 
trusted the address would pass, and perhaps 
the measures too which were to follow, but 
not without deliberation, He was sure, when 
the House was in pessession of the whole of 
the circumstances of the transaction which 
rendered such proceedings necessary, there 
would be no essential difterence of opinion, 
Lord Castlereagh said, 1 own it appears 
to me, Sir, that the hon, gent., who has 
been so kind as to afford us the explanation 
of the speech of another, hasonly succeed- 
ed in rendering the proposition still more 
unintelligible than it was before. The 
want, it seems, to have the functions of the 
House suspended till the ministers give a 
pledge for subsequent inquiry, in such a 
manner as to make confession of their owa 
delinquency. Ministers will not do'so; the 
will not be their own accusers’: but they 
pledge themselves to meet any charge of 
crimmality that may be brought against 
them, though a charge so doubly absurd; 
would only appreciate the folly and impolicy 
of those who nay bring it forward. T 
really thought it igpossible that such a 
commert as that I heard should come from 
any member of this House, but, least of all, 
from the right hon, gent. (Mr, Windham.). 
*U2 , 
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The motion now before you admits of no 
other deliberation, but in the measures to 
be provided in consequence of it. It-is not 
at variance with the usual practice of the 
House, evenin the administration to which 
that right hon. gent. belonged. On ai! ex- 
traordinary occasions, it has been customary 
for the House to acknowledge his Majesty's 
communication, and to assure him, that it 
would lose no time in taking it into consi- 
deration ; nor is there more demanded of it 
by the present motion. He further tells us, 
that the capital was within an ace of being 
taken. JI declare Ido not know, nor can | 
comprehend where he found this fact ; but 
I assure him that I have received no infor- 
mation of that kind. A most foul and hor- 
rible transaction has cceurred ; but the dan- 
ger tothe metropolis, with government, was 
far from being of that magnitude that has 
been represented, ‘The government was ap- 
prised some days before of mischief being 
meditated: it was proposed to repel it, but 
it could not prevent, for it did not anticipate 
or contemplate the late catastrophe which 
has uniortunately taken place. The fight 
hon. gent. charged ministers with having 
suffered representations to be made in that 
House of the temper aad loyal spirit of the 
people of Ireland ; buat this description was 
given by themselves, though it was exhibit- 
ed by others who were laden, as people 
often are,’ by their feelings and the ardor of 
patriotism. This often happens when a vent 
of spirit breaks out in a particular place, and 
ardent patriotism is apt to represent that as 
belonging to the whole, which is in fact no 
more than a picture of a part. The mini- 
Sters, or any other set of men of moderate 
comprehension, could not coolly decide in 


their closets, that so scon after a raging re- | 


bellion, all agitations had been done away, 
Such a conclusion could not be made even 
in this country when no rebellion had ex- 
isted. But though forced from op: n rebel- 
lion, we lately mistrasted a plan meditated 
as treasonable in its views and as bloody.in 
its objects as any which took place in tre- 
land. Such a wicked knot perhaps existed 
in England now, though the great majority 
of the people were roused to a sense of the 


médst ardent loyalty. Upon the state of Ire- _ 
fand we ought not to deccive ourselves; 


though there was at this moment an appear- 
ance of rebellion, yet the strong mass of the 
people which saved the country once, has 

en, by the Suppression of the former trou- 


an accession of accumulated _ 


sttengih, ‘which would render her more 
owertul thanever. Iam, therefore, quite 


astonished, that the right hon gent, whose 
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loyal feelings, attachment to his country and 
its government, and ardent spirit of patriot. 
ism, nobody ever doubted, should: attempt 
to found a proposition of delay upon that 
which admits of no debate whatever. The 
public safety imperiously demands that we 
should not now wait for criminating the 
ministers ; let him do that if he thinks pro- 
per afterwards, and he may rest assured that 
ministers will not avoid it. 

Dr. Laurence in explanation said, that the 
information which he demanded, was for 
more general purposes, than the accusation 
of ministers. The safety of Ireland was of 
more consquence, in his estimation, than 
the fate of any ministers, be they who they 
might. 

Mr. Alexander argued for the necessity, 
in the present instance, of avoiding any 
thing like debate, which might imply a dif- 
ference cf opinion upon the necessity of 
alopting prompt and vigorous measures on 
the present occasion. Herecommended the 
example of the Irish Parliament, who, when 
the late rebellion broke out in that country, 
immediately upon the communication being 
made to the House from his Excellency the 
Lord Lientenant, without a single word of 
debate, instantly and unanimously voted a 
loyal address to his Majesty, expressing their 
determivation to support their King and 
Constitution ; and the whole House 10 4 
body, preceded by their Speaker, went bare- 
headed up to the Castle, and presented the 
address to his Excellency. The effect in 
the City of Dublin was forcible and 1D- 
stantaneous, and inspired every loyal man 
witb the determination to unite and put dowa 
rebellion, 

Mr. Chapman said, he never heard any 
thing more perverse than the remarks made 
upon the speech of Mr. Windham, wi? 
had only declared that there might be no 
dificulty as to what was proposed to be 
said now, if it was not probable tat ’ 
great deal more ought to be said ; ane JF 
the noble Lord (Hawkesbury) wo!’ e 

himself into as great a fury as U he ha 
been listening to the most horrid sigs 
ments. If the address could put down ; , 
rebellion, they had already debated ci 
long; but, if the unanimous sense © — 
House was all that was required, | 
' . . dispatc 
was no occasion for dispatch, for HP" 
was only necessary when action depen ae 
and which. was not the case 1 the pres 
insta ce, S as i. ‘ i 
Me dechall cai that in bis, pi 
the best answer that could be give? ™ 


observations of Mr. Wie oe of any 
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hesitation. _ For his own part he must dis- 
claim having ever said in the ardour of 
patriotism, or from any other impulse, that 
Ireland was perfectly secure; but having 
observed that the temper of the times ways 
much better than before, that property 
was secure, and commerce protected and 
flourished, especially since the union, it 
was reasonable for him to conclude that the 
country was not disconiented. If that 
conclusion was contradicted by the event, 
and that rebellion and murder had suc- 
ceeded, he had only to say that he was 
sorry for it, and lamented to find. that he 
was so woefully deceived. With regard 
to Mr. Windham he must observe, that if 
he did not recollect the tenor of his speech, 
the most grateful office that could be done 
lim would be not to put him in mind of it. 
He paid Mr Sheridan the highest compliments 
on the conaistent patriotism of his conduct, 
who, laying aside all views of prejudice 
and attachment to party, had, on ‘all oc. 
casions, from the mutiny at the Nore down 
to the present. moment inclusively, shewn 
himself to be actuated by nothing se much 
as duty and attachment to his King, anda 
pure and disinterested love of his country 
and its constitution. For himself he must 
say that he had no interest in defending 
the present ministers. 
importance than any culpability of theirs 
presented itself in the present state of Ire- 
land, which, he thought, might be in part 
produced, by finding day after day, and 
in newspaper afier newspaper, nothing but 
remarks on the incompetency and inability 
of their own government, while Buona- 
parté was represented as the greatest man 
in the world, and humbling all the powers of 
Kurope by the force of his all-powerful and 
irresistible genius. If people were disposed 
to add these.unfavourable and unjust con- 
trasts to a spirit of revolt, they would make 
Ireland worse, and of course, would be 
very far froni making England any better. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
up a copy of the proclamation of the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council of Ireland, which 
Was read (See Vol. IV. P. 148). 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, Sir, 
the House will have observed, in the procla- 
Mation just read, that it states, that the out- 
rage committed in Dublin was, in the opi- 
hion of the persons by whom ‘the proclama- 
tion was issued, the result of a dangerous and 
traitorous conspiracy against his Majesty's 
&everament and the constitution of the coun- 
tty. Iam fully aware that J should not be 
Justified, nor could any consideration induce 
fie to propose such gieasures as those which 
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\ I feel it my duty, indispensable daty, to sub- 
mit, if the outrages which bave excited the 
horror and indignation of every well-condi- 
tioned mind, were the result of any other 
projects than those against the public safety: 
for however we might regret the circum- 
stances alluded to in the proclamation, they 

‘ furnish of themselves no ground for narrow- 
ing the constitution within the limits of the 
existing government of the country; and al- 
though the proclamation avows a dangerous 
conspiracy, it does not specify those details 
which it is necessary should be furnished 
before those measures are adopted which I 
shall feel it my duty to recomtnend, But 
there are occasions when it is necessary that 
those who are entrusted with the conduct 
of government are bound to state, if they 
cannot in detail, at least on their solemn de- 
claration, subject to an heavy responsibility, 
that the measure which touches the consti- 
tution of the land is called for by the cir- 
cumstances of the country, and a due regard 
for the public safety. I should.contend that 
the proclamation itself contains grounds 
which would warrant the measure, but it is 
necessary I shou!d state, that the proclama- 
tion does not contain all the information in 
possession of his Majesty's government; in- 
formation which, at the present momenr, it 
would be highly improper to declare, It 





| 

| states a dangerous conspiracy at a time when 
| it is the avowed design of the enemy to in- 
| vade the country, aod when Parliament is 
| about to separate. It was said by an hon. 
| gent., who has, on former occasions as well 
| as on the present, furnished proofs of vehe- 
| ment discussion terminating in unapimous 
approbation, that attempts at reform by the 
bayonet, ought to be met by the bayonet. 
For my own part, I wish to employ other 
means; if, in aid of the bayonet, I can em- 
ploy the law, I am_ persuaded it will be as 





congenial to the feelings as it is conformable 
to the practice of the House. I have never 
under-rated the efficacy of the laws, but, on 
the contrary, I have always deplored the 
necessity of resorting to those measures which 
have been resorted to in cases of emergent: 
Whenever a power, unknown to the legiti- 
mate constitution, to seize persons conspi- 
ring against the state, has been given to his 
Majesty's government, I have uniformly 
thought it a measure, the policy of whic 
could only be justified by extreme necessity, 
aod that in degree and duration” it ought to 
be commensurate with such necessity. With 
respect to such particular measure I mein 
first to propose, and I assure the House I do 
it with reluctance, it is for the purpose, ac- 
cording to the tile of the bill, of suppresying * 
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rebellion, and protecting the persons and 
property of his Majesty's faithful subjects in 
Ireland. ‘The means by which this purpose 


- js to be effected are, that wherever persons 


shall be found in actual rebellion, power 
shal} be given to the Lord Lieutenant to di- 
rect that courts martial shall be called for 
their immediate trial. Let it be recollected, 
that if the threat of our insolent and impla- 
cable enemy should be carried into execu- 
tion, there would exist-in his Majesty, by 
virtue of his royal prerogative, a power to 
proclaim martial law throughout his dom}- 
nions. But what is’ martial law? It is not 
that which I wish the Lord Lieutenant 
should be authorised to put in force, but it 
is that system which suspends the ordinary 
course of justice, and substitutes martial law 
for the law of the land. Now, Sir, what I 
wish is, to give a power to the Lord Lieute- 
nant that shall not disturb the ordinary ad- 
ministration of justice, but by which, for the 
purpose ef suppressing rebellion, those who 
are taken in arms against the government 
shall be liable to be tried bya military court. 
Let it be recollected, I repeat, that this is 
short of the power which might be granted, 
if his Majesty thought proper to exercise his 
prerogative, and that I recommend the mea- 
sure under a most perfect conviction of its 
necessity. Sir, I should content myself with 
this, were it notfor a consideration neces- 
sary to be explained, in order that it may not 
appear that | am proposing measures of un- 
necessary rigour, for such they would be if 
they were beyond the public exigency. If 
the House should adopt the motion for the 
bill I have stated, I shall follow it up with a 
motion for the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act. I may be asked, what is my 
reason for having recourse to such second 
measures? | answer, that under this bill for 
the suppression of rebellion, a power would 
be given to the Lord Lieutenant to try all 

ersons taken in rebellion by courts martial. 
Sow, Sit, I do not wish to consign to trial 
by courts martial all whom the government 
may think it necessary to detain. I wish not 
to lose the benefit of civil process. If a bill 
for the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act 
was not to pass, government would be obliged 
to take wp every one found in rebellion, and 
adopt the course laid down in the bill for 
suppressing insurrection. This bill, there- 
fore, is meant to qualify the rigour of the 
other bill, by providing that persons may be 
fommitted by civil process, without any 
court martial. “I mean to rest this bill on 
the grounds I have mentioned.—— Having 
stated the grounds of both these measures, | 
must advert to the hands in which such ex- 
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traordinary powers will be placed. Sir 
during the last two years, I have the satis. 


| * . * . 
faction, arising from public and personal con- 


sideration, of stating, that not a breath has 
been uttered, or a word spoken, which has 
called in question the moderation, wisdom, 
and firmness of the government of Ireland, 
Under circumstances of the utatost difficulty, 
the conduct of Lord Hardwicke has been 
marked with no less moderation than pra- 
dence. Immediately after the signing of 
the peace, when the bill for martial law was 
in force, and when he was encouraged by the 
timid, and urged by many enlightened men, 
to have recourse to it, you know that Lord 
Hardwicke laid it aside, and refused to exer- 
cise the powers and authorities the bill gave 
him. Immediately upon signing the Treaty 
of Amiens, Lord Hardwicke thought the 
danger the bill provided against did not 
exist, and he determined to give to the peo- 
ple the benefit of the established forms of 
the country. Sir, since that period, a great 
character has presided over the law depart- 
ment, who once adorned the chair of the 
House.. Of that nobleman, I will not say a 
word of eulogy. There is upon the subject 
of his great qualities but one opinion in this 
country. I say then, that Lord Hardwicke, 
in addition to his own opinion, dictated by 
his good sense, has had the advice of that 
great person with regard to the conduct he 
thought it wise to adopt. We have therefore 
a fresh pledge of the disposition of the Irish 
government to adhere to the genuine prin- 
ciples of the Irish constitution. In such hands 
as these, great powers may be placed without 
any suspicion of their being abused. I have 
heard stated, what appears to me strong doce 
trines with respect to the proceedings. 
can only say, that such doctrines are perfect- 
ly new to me, though much of my time has 
been passed in attending to the forms of the 
House. ‘The doctrines applied to a proceed- 
ing merely-formal. 1 was surprised, oo 
fore, when I heard a declaration from such ® 
quarter, that it was the practice on extra0t- 
dinary occasions to defer returning 2° “a 
swer to a message from his Majesty on ©) 


same day. I admit the observation gy 
apply with some degree of force » : 


roceeding now before the House. +° 
een forte proceeding, such a agin 
would apply, but it never has been ard 
ted that, on great und important eoeht 
it was necessary to interpose delay, ™ The 
with reference to nico ings of woot ble 
‘observation of the hon. gent. 1S MOET. 
because it is premature; unless <r that J 
case of the utmest nec “oe 
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Heuse to dispense with the ordinary forms; 
but when that hon. gent. was a member of 
his Majesty’s government, he will recollect, 
for his memory cannot have failed, that. the 
bill for the suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act passed this House in the course of 
one day, and consequently it is to a similar 
species of dispatch that his observations 
founded on precipitation apply. If the 
measures I have proposed are fit to be 
adopted, they ought to be adopted imme- 
diately, or not at all. I speak not my own 
sentiments, but of those great men, on the 
sober exercise of whose judgment the 
House may rely. You know that they have 
uniformly discouraged every proposition of 
this nature. Within these few days they 
have yielded, and in their conviction of the 
absolute necessity of the measure, every 
member of his Majesty’s government parti- 
cipates, . I skould therefore hope, that, 
without fettering, in any degree, the dis- 
cussions of the House, without implying a 
wish that it should be understood the con- 
duct of his Majesty’s government is screen- 
ed by: any proceedings of the House; I 
only ask of the House not to expose the 
public interest to any danger from any want 
of confidence. It is upon this part of the 
question the conduct of the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Windham) forms a contrast with that of 
some other members, and particularly of 
the hon, gent, opposite me (Mr, Sheridan). 
It has been the prominent feature of that 
gent’s. conduct, that in times of public 
danger he has iaid aside all party feeling, 
and hassacrificed all personal opposition at 
the shrine of public duty. At the period 
of the mutiny (1 am sorry to let the word 
go out of my mouth), at the time of a threat- 
ened invasion, at the dread of a famine, 
upon the question of the Northern Con- 
vention, and upon every other occasion 
where his talents could be of service to his 
country, he has never failed to come for- 
ward. What was the language he held? 
It was this—‘* The vessel is in danger, the 
crew must go to the pump, let us save the 
ship and bring her captain to account after 
the danger is over. Let us, in case of inva- 
ston, consider not who is the minister, but who ts 
the enemy.” This, Sir, was his lan uage, 
and i¢ stamps immortal honour upon him. 
have differed from him upon many political 
points ; I have not the happiness of being 
intimately acquainted withhim, but J admire 
and I venerate his conduct. 1 wish those 
by whom he has been attacked would give 
Us the benefit of so good and noble an 
example, I move, Sir, for leave.to bring 


in a bill, for the suppression of rebellion in 





Ireland, and for the protection of the per- 
sons and property of his Majesty's faithful 


subjects there. 


Mr. Windbam said, he wised to suggest 
the real situation in which the House was 
placed. Whether the measure was right or 


wrong, he should not attempt to pronounce. 


He must take it on the representation and 
knowledge of his Majesty's ministers, who 


themselves had taken it from the representa 


tion and knowledge of others. He thoughe 


it a measure too strong to be taken on the 
authority of such information. As the ques- 
tion stood, martial law was to be established 
in Ireland, because the right hon. gent., for 
reasons which he could not declare, told the 
House it was necessary. From this circum- 


stance he might derive a justification of 
what he said before, for every twenty-four 


hours might bring something. It would be 
desirable that some further information 


should be given. All that was known was, 
that an insurrection had broken out in the 
country. It was a circumstance worthy of 


reflection, that the persons on whese autho- 


rity they were to rely for the necessity of the 
measure proposed, were the very ministers 


by whom the last acts had been repealed. 
It was very remarkable, that they who, at 
no very distant period, repealed the acts, 
should now desire the House to renew them, 
When the House was not allowed a moment 
to deliberate, it naturally created doubt. 
Perhaps it was the repeal of the acts that had 
created the necessity for renewing of them. 
The hon. gent. proceeded>in a state of iron 
to observe upon the eulogiums of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Sheridan in 
tavour of each other. : 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in explas 
nation, stated, that the government of Ire- 
land had not repealed the acts after the 
peace, but had suffered them to expire. | 

Mr. Shemdan said he was not insensible of 
the eulogium, of which the right ton. gent. 
(Mr. Windham) reminded him, but. was 
highly flattered by it. The right hon. gent. 
on a former occasion, had said something of; 
his (Mr. Sheridan's) speaking at one side of. 
the House: the right hon. gent., however, 
had, he believed, himself been upon all sides 
of the House. First, he sat on the bench: 
near him, then crossed the House and sat as, 
long as he would be, allowed npon the trea, 
sury bench; then, by a diagonal movementy 


he crossed the House, -to the bench where he’ 


now sat, and where he was_pretty-likely to 


continue (/oud Jaughter), The. right hon. 


gent. (continued 


r. Sheridan) has-talked 


_of eulogies, but he cannot charge me with 


being much in the habit of complimenting 
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ministers, not even himself or his colleagues 
in office; neither can be charge me with calling 
the present ministers by opprobrious names—such 
as filthy dowlas, and afterwards wrapping my- 
self in a skirt of that dowlas. On whatever 
side of the argument I may have spoken in 
this House, J defy, and challenge the right 
bon. gent., and those with whom be acts, to 
point out in my political life a single act of in- 
consistency. 1 never deserted a private friend, 
a political connexion, or sentiment; nor 
did [ever regret a vote I gave in this House 
but one, and that was for the indemnity of 
the right hon. gent. and’his colleagues in of- 
fice. It is certain that [ have, on many oc- 
Casions, given my support to his Majesty's 
present ministers; but it was because | 
thought they acted like honest men, to the 
best of their opinions and abilities, for the 
good of their country. So long as they con- 
tinue to act so, they shall have my feeble 
stipport to the best of my power ; but it shall 
be perfectly independent, and perfectly dis- 
interested ; and equally regardless of censure 
or praise from the right bon. gent. or his 
colleagues in or out of office. I shall conti- 
nue to act as I always have done, with the 
best of my zeal for my king and country ; 
that country which I belive, from the bottom 
of my soul, contains within it the best, the 
worthiest, and the happiest community on 
the face of this globc! 

Mr. Hawthorn supported the motion, be- 
cause he thought the measure would be pro- 
ductive of most salutary effects in the 
hands of that illustrious nobleman now at 
the head of the government in Ireland, whose 
conduct he had long witnessed with admira- 
tion, and which, he was convinced, was 
calculated to conciliste the affections, and 
better the condition of the people of Ireland; 
and which he believed it had done in a very 


considerable degree, particularly in that part’ 


of the country where he lived; and he was 
of opinion, that, notwithstanding the partial 
instance of insurrection and horrid outrage 
which had recently occurred; the spirit of 
insurrection was by no means general in Tre- 
land, and so far as it did exist, was confined 
to the lowest orders of the people. 

Mr. Kerr observed, that the situation of 
the of Ireland had been materiall 
altered for the better since the union, thoag 
there were still lurking the seeds of rebellion. 
He believed if the enemy were to land in 
Ireland, they would find as determined an 


position as from any class of subjects in’ 
= 


‘s dominions. He had lived in 


_ Ireland during*the late rebellion, and was in. J bee 
E sa aed and he could: assure the | He 
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with séverity. Upon the representation of 
himself, and some’ other gentlemen, courts. 
martial were resorted to, and they had the 
effect of eradicating the rebellion as to aj] 
outward appearance. 

Mr. I. H. Browre said, he should not 
have troubled the House unless at idea had 
been thrown out that they weré acting in 
confidence to his Majesty’s ministers. He 
thought that to call personsin Ireland before 
courts- martial, on the assertion of his Ma- 
He was 
fully convinced of the necessity of the mea- 


| sure, and that there ought not to be a mo- 
| ment’s delay; but this conviction was not in 
| consequence of any thing his Majesty's mi- 


nisters had said. It was in consequence of 
the atrocious act that had been conimitfed, 


| and not from that act alone. horrid as it was. 


He accompanied the act with the sad history 
of the last ten years; with the recent war 


_io which we bad récetitly been engaged; 
| with the efforts of the usurper of France, 


against our liberties; with the measures that 


| had engaged every hand and heart in their 


| defetice, 


If he did not believe a syllable of 
what his Majesty's ministers said, the fact 
spoke for itself. He thought it was of im- 


| portance to whom the power was given. 





The present government of Ireland, by not 
Wishing to avail themselves of the alarm by 
continuing the acts; shewed that they would 
not make a bad use of them if they were re- 
newed. He supported the measure with 


' more pleasure, when he considered the cha- 





that mattial Jaw was meyer exercised Eyer 


racter of the present government. 
Dr. Lawrence, at considerable length, 


| supported the arguments of Mr. Windham. 


Mr. Hutchinson explained what he had 
before said; and spoke at considerab:e length 
on a variety of topics. He wished that vi- 
gorous measures should be exerted for put- 
ting down rebellion in the first instance, bat 
that measures of Jenience and homanity 
should not be abandoned. He deprecated 
most ardently the revival of those horn 
scenes of whipping, shooting, and strangling, 
and hotse burning, that during the late re- 
belion had been carried to enormots lengths 
to the production of so much misery a 
the unfortunate people of that country, be 
entrasting the execution of strong Dade j 
to the hands of exasperated, prov 
and sanguinary men; and which aston 
rather to produce and to ex a ail 
to pappreik rebellion.. He he cane 
many of those horrid scenes, he 
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real or imaginary, that agitated the minds 
of the unhappy multitude in that country ; 
but that, instead of separating, late as it was 
in the season, they would investigate, and 
probe to the quick, those questions and mea- 
sures which could have, by possibility, a 
tendency te suppress every disposition to dis- 
content and tumult, by quiet rather than by 
coercive means; and he concluded by conjui- 
ing the House to turn its eyes to that country, 
as one which was capable of being. rendered 
a source of impregnable strength and riches 
to the British empire; but which, if not 
fully conciliated, by wise and lenient means, 
might be perverted to the contrary. 

Lord Castlereagh observed, that the proof 
this measure was not to be loosely com- 
mitted tothe hands of those likely to miscon- 
ceive or abuse its intentions was, that it was 
vested entirely in the discretion of the Lord 
Lieutenant. With respect to the acts of se- 
verity alluded to by the hon. member, they 
were unfortunately mutual, and the natural 
consequence of the mutual enmity and ex- 
aspetation between two parties in the same 
country, armed and at war against each other, 
He spoke at considerable length in support 
of the bill. 

Dr Laurence said, that on a former oc- 
casion he had opposed a bill for continuing 
martial law in Ireland. But the present 
measure was one for which he could consci- 
entiously vote, That atrocious outrage by 
which the life of the first legal magisirate in 
the country had been taken away, was a 
circumstance which peculiarly pointed to a 
measure ofthis kind. 

Colonel Craufurd approved of the. mea- 
sure ; because it was essentially necessary to 
strengthen the hands of the government. 
He then began to’enter into some observa- 
tions concerning fortifications, when the 
question was loudly called for, and several 
members called him to order, 

The Speaker said, he-could: not conctiv 
how the hon. gentleman's argaments applied 
to the bill before the House. 

Mr. Windbam and Dr. Laurence contend- 
ed that Col, Craufurd -was in order. 

Mr. Bragge maintained that he was not ; 
particularly so, after he had expressed his 
approbation of the bill. 

Colonel ‘Craufurd then said, that as he 
was prevented from delivering his sentiments 
on so important a subject, be would give 
hotice, that on Monday he should bring for- 
ward a motion relative to the defence of the 













Tealm, =. ati tigtee seiko: 
|. pKave was: given to bring is the bill; 
Ww ‘ ; Pa tas Cie oo te 
« Wale brought ‘by the of 
‘ y; ta ee Ea Pe se oe vee ae 
OF ws. ae ae 





PARL.. DEBATES, Jury 28.—Rebellion in Ireland. 





[1314 


the Exchequer, read a first and second time, 
and committed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the 
Committee, introduced a clause, by which 
no court martial should consist of less thaa 
seven officers. 

Mr, Hutchinson complained, that many 
persons hitherto tried before courts martial 
in Ireland, had been treated with great in- 
justice, and prevented trom having the wit- 
nesses necessary for their defence. : 

Lord Castlereagh denied the statement, 
He never knew an instance, in which a trial 
was not put off, upon a represenfation being 
made, that the necessary witnesses were not 
present. And he knew that Lord Cérn- 
wallis, when Lord Lieutenant, had always 
read.over the minutes of every court martial, 
in order to see that no tnjust proceeding had 
taken place. It would, therefore, be better 
to leave this matter to the direction of those 
who were responsible. 

Mr, Ormesby said, he had acted as Judge 
Advocate on a great number of courts mar- 
tial, and he could assure the House, that the 
prisoners had always had notice given them 
of their trials, and might put them off, if 
they chose, to any particular day. ‘This was 
the practice after the rebellion; but he knew 
not what might have been done in the camp 
flagrante bello. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
was very necessary that no unfavourable im- 
pression on this subject should go out into 
the world, and he cailed on the hon. gent, 
to state any particular instances which he 
knew of improper and violent proceedings 
being adopted by courts martial towards the 
persons whom they tried. 

Mr. Hutchinson entered into a justifica- 
tion of his conduct and his principles; but 
did not specify any facts im support of his 
assertion. 

The report of the biil was then received, 
and it was read a third time and passed, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then obe 


tained leave to bring in a bill to enable the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland td secure atid de- 
tain such persons as he should suspect to be 
conspiring against his Majesty's person and 
government. The bill was brought up, car- 
ried through all ‘itsstages, and passed. A 
clause was introduced into this, as -well as 
_ inte the former bill, for limiting the duration 
_ ofboth to six weeks after the coamence- 
ment of the next session of Parliament. The 


bills were sent to the Lords, and about. half. 


"past ten o'clock, a message came down, in- 
forming the House, that (he Lords bad agreed 
:2 gah without apy amendment... 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 29. 


[Minurtes.]—The royal assent was given 
by commission to the Irish Martial Law Bill, 
and the Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill. 
—Counsel was afterwards heard on the 
Scotch appeal, Hogg, v. Lashley.—Several 
bills were brought up from the Commons, 
and read the first time.—The bills on the 
table were proceeded in. Adjourned. 








_——— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, July 29. 

[Misuters.]—The Prince of Orange’s 
Annuity Bill was read the second time, and 
committed for the next day; and the Scotch 
Cotton Manufacture Bill was read a third 
time, passed, and ordered to the Lords, to- 
gether with a copy of the evidence upon 
which the House was induced to pass the 
bill.— Read a second time the Irish Tea Im- 
portation Bill, and committed for Monday. 


(Sramp puties.]—The House resolved 
into a Committee, to consider of the duties 
on vellum and parchment. 

‘Phe Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the 
measure he had to propose, was founded on 
the same principle as that which the House 
had already sanctioned in the consolidation 
ef the duties of excise, customs, and assessed 
taxes. The object of the proposition, he had 
now to submit to the House, would be a 
consolidation of the duties only, without any 
alteration as to their amount. A new sche- 
dule would be constructed, by which the 
trouble of the officers would be diminished 
at least two-thirds, and the collection of the 
duties, of course, greatly facilitated. The 
only new regulation which it was necessary 
for him to notice, was one relative to the 
employment of improper stamps, — Great in- 
convenience had arisen to many persons, from 
using such stamps inadyertently. Where 
the stamp was inferior in valué to that which 
ought to have been used, it was his inten- 
tion that the instrument should, in all cases, 
remain illegal; but where the stamp was 
of equal value, though not applicable to the 
deed, it was eyident there could have been 
no intention to defraud, and some relief 
seemed due to the parties who had fallen 
into such a mistake inadvertently. He should 
nat propose to make such a stamp legal, ex- 
cept upon paying a‘double duty. A contract 
having an improper stamp, though not in- 
ferior in value to the right one, was not to 

“be considered valid, but might be rendered 
so. When this measure was completed, 
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the House would have the consolation to re- 
flect, that in the course of one session four 
great branches of the public revenue had 
been greatly improved by the adoption of a 
system of consolidation. It was true that the 
present measure involved only a detached 
part of the stamp duties, but it would lay 
a foundation for the consolidation of the 
whole in the next session of Parliament. He 
then proposed a resolution for consolidating 
the said duties. | 

Mr. Francis remarked, that the hon. gent. 
had mentioned only his intention of giving 
relief to persons who had used improper 
stamps of equal value to the legal one. He 
must know that great inconveniencies 
had also arisen from the employment of 
stamps of superior value to that which ought 
to have been used. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
was also intended to provide for that case in 
the Committee on the bill.—The resolution 
was agreed to, the report received, and leave 
given to bring in a bill for consolidating the 
duties on stamps on vellum and parchment. 


[Civic rist.}] —On the motion of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the House 
resolved into a Committee of supply ; and 
several petitions, estimates, and other pa- 
pers on the table, were referred to the 
Committee—The Chancellor of the Exche- 
guer stated, that the four sums he should 
first move, were sums to reimburse the e 
vil list for like sums, ordered to be ade 
vanced therefrom by his Majesty, pursuant 
to votes of this House; and he therefore 
moved, 

s. d. 

To Mathew Martus, Esq....+- ; 

To Ch, Th. Felton, Esq.... 

To W. Chinnery, Esq. for the ex. 
pense of transporting convicts.. 

To ditto for expenses at Norfolk . 
poland vveos icqnntetvasecmeense 47° 

For printing the journals, bills, and 
votes of the House of Commons 
for last year ......seeeeeeess «2 3000 

To discharge arrears of the police 
offices .. 4... 

To Mr. Soane, architect, for plans 
and elevations tor repairs and new 
buildings in the House of Lords 
in the year 1794-5-+-+++++**"* 

To make ‘good a defalcation of @ 
subscriber to the lotery..-----° 

Fees and expenses disbursed to Dr. 

enner by order of this House, 

in order to nett him the sum 
‘voted for his valuable discovery ons 

of the vaccine inoculation. . eee 00 
To the Board of Agriculture..-+++ oes 
To the British Museum.++++-*"*" 9.6 
To ‘the Veterinary College...» nen oa ; 


960 
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[CLERGY OF IRELAND.}] — Mr. Corry 
moved the order of the day for the House 
to resolve into Committee, to consider the 
expediency of enabling the lord lieutenant 
of Ireland to advance out of the public trea- 
sury to the board of first fruits, to be by 
them advanced in loans to clergymen hav- 
ing small benefices, and no glebe houses, 
to erect glebe houses for their residence.— 
The House resolved accardingly. 

Mr. Corry then entered into a chronolo- 
gical detail of the institution of the board of 
first fruits in Ireland, trom the time of its 
institution, in the reign of Q, Anne, to the 
present time; in the course of which he 
stated, that its principal revenues were de- 
rived from charges upon the annual income 
of church livings beyond a certain amount ; 
to be approbriated for the building and re- 
pair of churches, a purpose to which their 
revenues were not adequate: to the extent 
which was mast desirable ; but toward this 
purpose they were in the habit of receiving 
annually from the Irish Parliament a consi- 
derable donation. He then went into a 
summary statement of their accounts, by the 
last of which it appeared, they had a balance 
in hand of 37,0001. The purpose for which 
this bill was introduced, was nearly to the 
full as desirable as that of the building and 
repair of churches, and one which must 
contribute in an effectual way to procure 
that which was justly held to be so very de- 
sirable, namely, the residence of the clergy. 
He moved that the chairman be instructed 
to move for a sum not exceding 50,0001. for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Francis wished to know if the sums 
to be advanced in this way would not be so 
advanced under some competent surety, 
that they would be expended boud fide for 
the purposes to which they were so granted ? 
He observed, that by the account stated by 
the hon. gent., there was already a very 
large balance in the hands of the board of 
first fruits, remaining from year to year un- 
appropriated, and which, ‘had it been placed 
in the public funds, would have consider- 
ably accumulated for the benefit of . the 
objects of the institution, It. was his wish 
that every reasonable means should be af- 
forded for maintaining the respectability of 
the Charch of Ireland, and the comforts of 
its clergy ; because he was sure such pro- 
vision must materially contribute to the 
Maintenance of morality in that country. 
But there was another point connected with 
this topic, which he desired to touch on 
oF With the greatest delicacy. He him- 
self did not pretend to know the local cir- 


cumstances of Ireland, or the causes of that 











rebellious spirit which was now again break- 
ing out in that kingdom. He understood, 
from the candid opinions of those who knew 
the local cireumstancés of that country infi- 
nstely better than he did, and who, he was 
convinced, had the unity, the prosperity, 
and the happiness of the British empire at 
heart, that the greatest grievance complained 
of by the great majority of the population of 
Ireland, who were Roman Catholics, was 
the exaction of tithes for the maintenance 
of the clergy of the Church of England, at 
the same time that they were tithed in an- 
other way for the maintenance of their own 
clergy ; and thus were they doubly saddled 
with an heavy impost. He did not pretend 
to point out what would be the most pro- 
per mode of remedying this evil, and of 
quieting the minds of the great mass of Irish 
population ; but he most sincerely wished 
some mode could be devised for doing away 
this obnoxious impost upon the catholics 
of that country, and thus obviating that 


which had so long and so uniformly proved’ 


a source of discontent and irritation, If 
this could be done, and he by no means 
wished it to be done in any way inju- 
rious to the established clergy, he was con- 
vinced it would do more towards quieting 
the minds of the lower orders in that coun- 
try, than any other means which legislation 
or coercion could effect ; and he trusted 
that, even late as it was in the session, his 
Majesty's ministers would institute some par- 
liamentary investigation on the subject, with 
a view to the adoption of some efficient 
measure, 

Sir T, Metcalfe rose to ask some questions 
about the arreays in the hands of the Board 
of First Fruits, and why they were not ap- 


| propriated ? 


Mr. Corry answered, he was not prepared 
to state minutely the reasons why they suf- 
fered their money to be loose in the wl 
of a banker, All he could now say was, 
that they were obliged annually to state 
their accounts to the commissioners; and 
as they were in the habit also of annual! 
receiving a considerable donation from the 
Irish Parliament, he must presume their ac- 
counts were satisfactory, 

Mr. [7utchinson said, no man more sin- 
cerely wished than he did to maintain the 
respectability of the Protestant Church of 
Ireland, and the comforts of its pastors ; but 
he most cordially concurred with the hon. 
member near him (Mr, Francis) in the ur- 
gent and important necessity of going into 
some investigation ‘pe the subject of Ire- 
land, previously to the approaching prorp- 


gation, and endeavour to come at the true 
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‘cause of the unhappy disturbances, and of 
suggesting, if possible, some Jenient re- 
medy, He had already three or four times 
in the cour.e ef this session endeavoured to 
call the atierfion of the House, and of his 
Majesty’s ministers in particular, to the 
subject of Ireland. He had endeavoured 
to impress upon them the importance, at all 
times, but more especially at the present, of 
attaching to this country and its govern- 
ment the confidence and affections of that 
people.. He had endeavoured to impress 
upon them, that there they would find a 
tower of strength, with the aid of which 
they might defy the enmity of the world. 
He would now put it again to his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers; and if he could not ob- 
tain from them a promise that they would 
before the prorogation, bring forward for 
inquiry the subject of Irish affairs, with a 
view to some remedy, he pledged himse!f 
that he would at an early day bring forward 
the ‘subject, feeble as his efforts might be. 
«+—f[Mr. Hutchinson was proceeding, but 
was called to order three successive times 
by’ Mr. Alexander, who said it was not 
from. any opposition to the hon. gents’. 
proposal he did so, but to remind him, that 
his notice would come more regularly as a 
distinct proceeding, as it was not orderly in 
the Committee.]— Mr. Corry’s motion was 
agreed to, and the chairman ordered to re- 
port the next day. 

[Mrtttra ]—-—Mr. Sleridan rose to ex- 
plain something that had fallen from him on 
a former evening, which had been miscon- 
ceived, and he was sure unintentionally 
mistated. It was in relation to the imper- 
fect state of the militia regiments in Kent 
and Surry, which Circumstance he was 
stated to have charged upon the negligence 
of the magistrates of these counties. But 
he did not impute the circumstance to their 
negligence, or to the noble lords at the 
head of the lieutenancy in those counties; 
and he had indeed the authority of one no- 
ble.lord (Lord Grantley) to: declare, that 


- the deficiency arose from a defect of law to 


enable the Heutenants to enforce the re- 


, turns from the deputy officers. He trusted, 


however, the next returns from those coun- 
‘ties would prove the militia in a much less 
defective state; and he wished to know 
from the right hon. Sec, at War, whether it 
was intended to adopt any measure to ren- 
der the law nore elficient; as, if it was 


not, he should move for a return of the. 


whole militia’ of the county, in order that 
the Hou see where the deficien- 
cies existed,"“and who were really to 
°.i%. 3 | (ee 
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The Sec. at War said, that certainty he 
had himself remarked on a former night, 
that several regiments of militia were pross- 
ly defective in their numbers, and particu- 
larly those in the counties round London ; 
but he did not attach blame to any parti 
cular persons, but merely stated the blame 
must lay somewhere. However, by the 
last returns from those counties, he was 
glad to find the deficiency considerably ob- 
viated, under the bil) for raising the Sup- 
plementary Muitia; and he trusted that by 
the time that returns should be made up to 
the first of August, the regiments would be 
still more complete. If the hon, member 
was disposed to move for the returns of 
any particu.ar regiment, there would be no 
objection to produce it; but a general mo- 
tion for the return of all, he should oppose 
as unnecessary. 

(East inp1A supcet.J—Lord Castk- 
reagh (after the House had resolved into a 
Committee on the East India affairs) open. 
ed at considerable length the general state- 
ment of the East India Company’s affairs in 
the year beginning from March, 1801, and 
ending in the same month 1802; he also 
presented an estimated statement for the 
year of 1862-3. In the budget which he 
had presented at the beginning of the ses- 
sion, he had given a detailed statement of 
the affairs of the Company i 1800-1, and 
only an estimated statement of 1801-2. He 
now, having received the accounts, was 
able to present the actual statement of the 


‘last year, and an. estimated statement ol 


the current year. He was happy to inform 
the Committee, that the actual revenue for 
the last year considerably exceeded the 
estimated revenue, and that the revenues 
of every presidency were in a state of im- 
provement. He was conscious that he Hs 
going to call the attention of the Comm! 
tee to a detail of accoants which were A 
so materially interesting as a budget whic , 
more immediately affected the country j 
but when it was recollected that he os 
going to speak of an empire possessing 4 
annual reveriue of 13 millions, and W ois 
was so intimately connected with the aya 
perity and commerce of this counth)s 
which it contributed so largely, he waren 
he should be heard with attention, . 
lordship then gave a very detailed sta 


ment of the situation of the E. I. The 


revenues he divided into the ree” rte 


nue and the home revenue: it 
found stated with accuracy, clearne™ and 
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BENGAL. 

Revenuet, —Average 1799, 1800, to 
1801-2 = = = - 
More than the average last drawn 
Estimated for 1801-2 . 
Actual amount « o e 
More than estimate © é 

Charges.—Estimated for 1801-2 ° 
Actual amount - - * 
More than estimate - ~ 


Deduct excess of revenue from excess 
of charge, the net revenue is less 


than estimated - = é 


And the net revenue for 1801-2, is - 


EsTiMATES 1802-3. 


Revenues - - - e 


Charges - - - 


Net revenue 
Revenues.estimated more than actual 
in 1805.2 - - - 
Charges do. less than do. 


Net revenue estimated for 1802-3, 
more than preceding year += 


MaApRas., 


Revenues.—An average of aggregate re- 
cciprs would not be a correct ground 
of comparison, on account of the ad- 
ditional revenues aequired by con- 
quest and by treaty since the year 
1799. On the same principle as 
adopted last year, viz. by taking the 
average collections from the post- 
office, the old land revenues, the 
eustoms, and the farms and licences, 
the average of those revenues, from 
1799, 1800, to 1801-2, was + . 
Which exceeds the average from 


1798-9 to 1850-1 += ? 
Estimated for 1801-2 : “- - 
Actual amount - e ~ 
More than estimated - ° 

ChargermeEstimated for 1801-2 - 

Actual amount , - 

More than estimated - 


Deducting excess of charge from ex- 
cess of revenue, the net charge is 
less than estimated  - - 


And the net ; 
1801-2 is — . fess gee 


Estimatzs 1802-3, 
Revennes “ ae 4 
Charges bad = - 


6,761,598 


—— 


324,790 


7,051,164 
79127,988 





76,824 


4,582,201 
4,705,583 





123,382 


— —~——.- 


46,558 





25422,406 


—- a or 


7,512,384 
495 35,065 





319775419 
4845395 
70,517 





654,912 


_ —----— 


1,136,597 





—_—— 


101,528 


———— 


3,899,040 
4;729,6 10 





$30,570 


4555 Qo3it 
419635742 


404,421 





426,139 


———— 


234,132 





4,670,369 
4:5 55,576 


Se ee iannemnnell 


1145693 
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Revenues estimated less than actual 
in 1501-2 = — — 
Charges ditto less than ditto - 


The prospect estimated for 1804-3 
better than preceding year by = 


BoMBAY. 


Revenues—Excluding the revenues of 


the ceded provinces transferred to 
Madras in July, 1800, the average 
revenuts from 1799, 1800 to «801-2 


Which exceeds the average drawn 
on the same principle from 
1798-9 to I800°1 - - 


Estimated for 1801-2 
Actual amount - - 


More than estimate 


Charges—Estimated for 1801-2 : 
Actual amount - - 
More than estimate - 


Deducting excess of charge from ex- 
cess of revenue, the net charge is 
less than estimated - - 


And the net charge of the year 
1801-2 is - - - 


Estimates 1802-3. 


Revenues - . * 
Charges - - ¥. - 


Net charge - - 
Revenues estimated more than ac- 
tualin 1801-2 - - - 


Charges ditto less than ditto . 


Net charge estimated: for 1802-3, 
less than preceding year - 
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$9,24¢ 
408,066 


i 


348,825 


251,466 


39,564 


3054992 





34,167 


1,185,308 
1,187,288 





1,980 





32,187 


ee 


881,296 





410,280 
9079406 


_—_—_——-————— 


427,126 


104,288 
279,882 





334,170 


(ee ee 


BeNcooLeN AND OTHER SETTLEMENTS. % 


Revenues of Fort Marlborough, on ave- 


rage of three years, 1798-9 to 








1800-1 - 8 
Charges. Ditto, ditto - - etna 
Net charge ’ - 93,224 
, ———Ss 
Supplies frem Bengal .to Fort Marl- 
borough, Penang, &c. estimated 
for 1801-2 - - - $5,840 
Actual amount .* - 241,220 
More than estimated - 155,380 
Supplies estimated for 1802-3 + 116,000 
" 
’ Generar View. 
| Result of the year 1801-2, collectively. 
Revennes—Bengal a: » 988 
Madras - pia : 
Bombay = 305/992 : 
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Char ges—Bengal - 457055533 Dests in INpta. 
Madras - 4,953,742 Amount stated last year - - 17,674,532 
Bombay + — 1,157,288 Amount this year - - - 19,965,749 





Total charges 10,556,613 


Net revenue of the three pre- 








sidencies - - 1,306,977 
Deduct supplies to Bencoolen, 
&c. - - - 241,220 
Remaining net revenue - 1,065,757 
Deducted from the interest, &c. paid on the debes. 
At Bengal - 971,556 
Madras - 267,378 
Bombay - 210,066 
~—————- == -1,4.49,500 
Shews the deficit from the territorial 
revenues to be - - 333,743 
Deducted from the amount sales of 
tmports, &c. by . - 418,717 





The remainder 34,974 


Is the sum left applicable to the 
purposes of commerce, amount 
advanced for the purchase of in- 
vestment, payment of commercial 
charges, and in aid of China in- 


vestment 
At Bengal - 739,651 
Madras - 281.329 
Bombay - 246,02 
Marlborough 21,092 


Total advances for investments 1,288,093 


€argoes invoiced from India to Eu- 
rope in r30r-2, with charges by 





2,362,443 
GENERAL VIEW. 


Result of the estimates for the ycar 1802-3, collectively, 


Revenues—Bengal - 7,612,334 
Madras - 4,670,369 
Bombay - 410,280 


Total revenues 12,693,033 





Fiarges—Bengal - 495 35,065 
Madras - 495553076 
Bombay - 907,406 





Total charges 9,998,147 
Net estimated revenue of the three 


presidencies - - 2,694,886 
Deduct supplies to Bencoolen, 
&c. per - . - 116,000 


—-— 


Remainder 2,578,286 





Yeduct further interest on the 
debts by - - -  15481,070 
The sum then remaining is 1,097,816 
Add estimated amount of sales of 
imports by — * . 429,500 


a ee 


he The total 1,507,316 
Is the amount estimated to be appli- 
cable in the year 1852-3, to the 
purposes of commerce 








es 


Increase 2,291,207 


Debts transferred inthe year 143,179 





Dests BEARING INTEREST, 

Amount last year - a = 155135,354 
Amount this year - . = 16,994,833 
Increase of debts bearing interest 1,359,479 

Amount of interest payable by the 
accounts of last year - - 3,342,853 

Amount of interest payable by the 
accounts of this year - - 1,481,070 
Increase of interest payable annually = 138,217 


Assets 1N INDIA, 


Consisting of cash, goods, stores, &e. 
last year - - - 


24133,923 
Ditto ditto by present statements 


I 393725741 


owe 











Increase of assets 1,258,818 
Deduct increase of assets from in- 
crease of debts, the state of the 
Company’s Affairs in India ap- 
pears worse in this view . 1,032,389 
Home Accounts. 
Aggregate amount of sales 1802-3 - 9,628,131 
More than last year - 472,144 
The sales of Com- 
panys goods 
were to a less 
amount - 532,459 
Also neutral pro- 
perty by - 153,036 
J 7352495 
Private goods were 
more by - 1,207,639 
Difference as 
above - 472,144 
The sales of the Company’s goods were i bon 
estimated at - : . 5» 8028 
The actualamount was + - —6,040,07 
ee 
Being more than estimated by 167.428 
* —" 


The receipts on the sales of the Com- 


pany’s goods estimatedat- ~* mw. 
Actually amounted to « - - 997204 
; 71,810 
i ted - 47) 
Being more thaa estimate a 
Charges and profit on private-trade a 
estimated at - - ° e as 
Actually amounted to - ° 
> ; . 4,474 
Exceeding the estimatein =~ 4 
General Result,—The balance of pe 
estimated to be against the Compa y rash 


on the 1st of March, 1303 
Actually proved to be in their favour 1,099 


: 378 
Being better than estimated #444 
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Which may be attributed to the addi- 
tional receipts on the sales of goeds 
on private-trade, and on the issuc of 
bonds, combined with the payments 
below the estimate on account of 
India and China, and on several 
other accounts, also the protraction 
of the liquidation of 700,001. of the 
debt to the Bank. 

EsTiMATE, 1803-4 

Receipt for sale of Company's goods - 

General Result :— Although the balance 
ef cash on the rst March, 1803, was 
large, and although the smaller re- 
ceipt on the sale of goods is more 
than made up by an expected pay- 
ment from Government, the great 
disbursement required for India and 
China for purchase of investment 
and liquidation of debt, and the pay- 
ment of the loan from the Bank are 
likely so to operate, that the balance 
of cash, in favour of the Company, 
on the ist March, 1804, is estimated 
to amount to the sum only of - 09,393 

Dests at Home. a 

On the ist March, 1802 = - - 4,822,633 

On the rst March, 1803 = - 


6,085 9500 





' 

= 

w 
co 
co 
oO 








Decrease - 48,797 

Assets at Homes, 

On the rst March, 1802 - - 
Oa the ist March, 1803 - - 





16,802,760 
17544°,593 





Increase - 
Adding the decrease of dcbis to the 
incicase of assets, the improvement 
of the home concern in the year is 
Cuina anp St. [levena. 
Balance at China last year 


637,833 


636,630 


ee ewe 


in favour - - - 1,019,55t 
Balance at China by the 
present accounts - o 91,434 


Decrease at China 928,117 
Balance at St. Helena, 
on the 30th Sept. 
1800, in favour - 
Balance at ditto, on 
the 30th Sept. 1801 
in favour ° - 78,348 


77,852 





Net decrease at China and St. Helena 927,121 


Generar Comparison oF Depts ANDASSETS. 





Increase of debts in India - - 2,291,207 
Decrease of debts athome_ - - 48,797 
Net increase of debts <- 2,242,410 
Increase of assets in India 1,253,818 
Increase of assets at home 637,833 
1,896,651 
Deduct, net decrease of ba- / 
jance in favour at China 
and St. Helena - - 927,921 
Net increase of assets ——-——-_-—- 969,530 
Deducted from the net increase of 
debis, shews the state of the whole 
concern in a worse point of view 
than at the conclusion of the last - 
year, inthesumof « m - 1,272,880 


-—_———— 
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Having gone through all the statements, 
he observed, that nothing could be more gra- 
tifying than the view thus exhibited, of the 


actual prosperity and future prospects of 


our East India settlements, which were 
now infinitely superior to what they had 
ever been before, or to what belongs to any 
other country on the face of the globe.— 
Whether we looked to its revenue, its com- 
merce, the value of lands, its p»pulation, or 
its peaceful government, it must present an 
object of envy to every other mation in the 
world. The noble marquis, at the head of 
that government, had an opportunity of car- 
rying into effect the system of judicature 
adopted by the Marquis Cornwallis, and 
from the reports of the different governors, 
given in as a statistical view of the whole 
country, a plan was now effected which had 
been much improved by the exertions of Sir 
G. Barlow. The judicature of the courts 
was now equal to those of the other settle- 
ments, and the same system was extended to 
most of the Jaghires and Circars. Means 
were taken to ascertain the value of the 
other more remote English possessions, and 
the same system pervaded them all, who had 
their courts and judges in the same regulari- 
ty as those of Benga]. ‘The Polygars werea 
very warlike and interesting people. ‘They 
lived under a kind of feudal system, which 
rendered them at the same time both martial 
and idle. This was increased by their treaty 
to keep 23,000 men for the service of the 
company. But this of late had been verv 
advantageously remitted for the sum of 
71,000]. per annum in money. The most 
material point was the situation of the Car- 
natic, which had undergoue a considerable 
change; but as this was not a time to enter 
into the merits of the treaty which annexed 
a part of the nabob’s possessions to.ours, he 
would confine himself to that part of the 
subject, which bore more immediately apon 
the question, in the financial operations of 
the measure. By the arrangement ‘made, 
the net revenue derived by the company this 
year, after the payment for the collection 
and other expenses, was 1,094,000). of 
which, however, one-fifth was paid to the 
nabob; which, with the payments to his 
creditors, would amount to 628,000). Ieav- 
ing to the company a clear profit of 228,900. 
By this the nabob possessed much more than 
he could realize by his own imperfect sys- 
tem of revenue; for of the immense suas 
wrenched from the inhabitants, by conti- 
nued and successive extortions descending 
from the prince to the meanest soldier, only 
a very smal! portion came into the public 
coffers, By the late.treaty, the nabob, in- 
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stead of paying a subsidy to the company for 
undertaking his defence, and that of his 
territories, which relieved him from keeping 
a standing army that was a-terror to his sub- 
jects and himself, ceded a part of his terri- 
tory as an indemnification to the company. 
This cession consisted of about half his ter- 
ritory, the revenues of which, by the meri- 
_ torious exertions of Mr. Wellesley, had been 
improved from 1,500,000, to 2.770,000l. 
The nabob, at the same time, was the rich- 
est sovereign in India, having a clear reve- 
aue of upwards of a million sterling solely 
applicable to his own use, and to the com- 
forts of his family. Speaking of the Mah- 
ratta empire, he said it must be always of 
the greatest importance to us, as its superfi- 
cial extent was equal to that of the posses- 
sions of the company. It had lately under- 
vone a very great revolution, as Halkar had 
defeated the army of the Pashwa, who was 
himself obliged to fly from his capital and 
take refuge under the protection of the com- 
pany near Bombay, where he still remained. 
‘The current connexion between him and the 
company made it expedient to afford him 
the protection he sought for, and on that 
communication being made to Halkar, he 
appeared satisfied to submit the dispute to 
the English government. As this, however, 
«ould not be entirely relied upon, he had fur- 
ther to mention, that an army to support 
the interference of the company was assem- 
bled and prepared upon the coast, but would 
not, in all probability, be driven to any mi- 
litary operations, and at all events would 
be attended with little expense, and would 
not affect the generai results of the peace 
establishment. He then eoncluded with 
moving resolutions in conformity with his 
calculations. 

Mr. Francis. The attendance this day is 
a new proof of the truth of an observation 
made by the noble lord (Lord Castlereagh) 
at the beginning of his speech, that no sub- 
ject is so irksome to the House as matters of 
account, and particularly those of the East 
India company. Undoubtedly, Sir, it is an 
unfortunate circumstance, and likely to be 
productive of the most serious ill consequen- 
ces, that so great a national concern as the 
British dominion in India, and the affairs of 
the India company, should be so little re- 
garded as they are by the House of Com- 
mons or by the public, and that a subject so 
important should not have attraction enough 
to engage apy considerable number of gen- 
tlemev even.to listen to the few, who still 
have the resolution to examine these ac- 
counts, and to take part in the questions 
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the subject grows with your neglect of it; 
but the disposition of the House was not to 
be corrected. On my own account, Sir, I con- 
fess that I do not regret that there is not now 
Some advan- 
The observa- 
tions, which I mean to submit to the Com- 
mittee, require an attentive audience, From 
the very few who are present I may hope for 
silenee and attention. Greater numbers 
would not only not listen, but probably dis. 
turb others, who might be disposed to favour 
I should address 
myself most earnestly to his Majesty's minis- 
ters, if any of them had thought fit to at. 
tend, and to such of the present Directors as 
_ have seats in Parliament. Of those gentle. 
men J see but one 1n his place, J am sure 
| of the noble lord’s attention, and some way 
_ or other I hope that the substance of what | 
shall say this night may find its way to tlie 
body of the East India company, I mean the 
proprietors of India stock, and to the know- 
ledge and observation of the public. I shail 
not attempt to follow the noble lord through 
the particulars of these accounts; for though 
I readily admit that he has performed lis 
part, as he always does, with perfect regu- 
larity and great perspicuity, I do not think 
it possible for any human memory, without 
| the assixance which the noble lord has in 
his hands, to recollect and pursue, in a SI- 
milar order, the various heads, totals, baian- 
ces, estimates, and calculations, exhibited in 
these papers. Mine, at least, is not equal 
| to the task. Nor would it answer any ser- 
viceable purpose, certainly not that which I 
have in view, of establishing such plain con- 
clusions of fact, such a practical result andev!- 
dence of the real.situation of things, as My 
be easily comprehended, and leave 4 deep 
and distigct impression. National prospe- 
rity is not proved by figures. You must sce 
it in its operation; you must feel it in ' 
effects. Not that | mean to neglect all ~ 
accounts before us, or all the noble lors 
calculations. On some of the most const 
derable of both, I shall offer some obscr¥s- 
tians, which I think will be conpr ee s 
warrant a presumption that, if all of " 
were examined in a way which T shall here 
after recommend, even these accounts — 
furnish a different view of the subject set 
that, which the noble lord has endeat aa 
toestablish. At the same time I requ’ 
the noble lord to receive what I rai pond 
} with candour, and with a favour’ oe me 
struction, and by no means to — if I 
as an adverse party in this discnsiog sef- 
cannot contribute directly 
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pear, to Ps conviction of the Committee, 
thet the case is pressing. I will not enter 
into Ric altercations or asperities with 
any man. Ifl am answered, as J have been, 
jn that fora, I shall desist. My cancern 
in these questions is no more than belongs 
to every member of the community. ‘The 

om! manity itself has, indeed, a great 
restin them, Next to the safety of ihese 
kingdoms, your dominion In India, and the 
real state of the India ‘ ompany as con- 
nected with that dominion, is the first ob- 
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js Va OI 


1ote- 


national interest and concern. “Juke 
care that you look at it 
time. In such 


ine centre 


attentively and in 
mote trom 
of your power, and from the 
means of Inspection, 
likely to take root. But do not flatter your- 
selves that a conseyguence of 
India will never reach or afiect this country. 
We are pow so connected with et and 
a) implicated in tue concerns of the com- 
that in their prosperity or distress the 
well-being of the British empire, apa per- 
hans something more than its w -oeing, 13 
the convrary mig ht natu- 

inferred from the 


universal indif- 
with which India, 


POSscSsions, SO re 


Bf VX ,} Yops my we 
your apuses are Very 
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iDUuses in 


livolved ; though 
aily be 
and ail that be- 


Cic nce, 


J 
4 
Ju vs to 
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o 1c rar Darlranwien* ’ 
lt, 18 revaras d. i afilanic It cone 
| - a i 4 ‘ ~~ oat : = 1 : P 
les, _ the pubic neither know nor care; 
| - ¥ 7 . 
aid the proprietors of India stock are quite 
( at to receive the dividend, without 
considering ‘Gas " nee it comes, or how 


noel be not, what 


B possession ; it it 


it may last 
it might be, a i ib 
coes not furnish, as it ought to do, rot 
resources to Great-Britain, it may be, ao 
Jam sure it will be, a drain and a burthen, 
Waich cannot be supported. —Lefore | enter 
observations, which had occurred 
to me before I heard the noble lord, there 
ls Ohe prominent fact, stated by him wit! 
@ sort of triumph, which I request the Com- 
mie to bear in mind, and to carry along 
With the em, throu gh the course of ti i: Cis- 
It is not of a natare to escape the 
Most careless apprehensian, or to be reneuy 
forgotten. Such a fact proves more than 


a bu ¢ . 


6) those 


many arguments, and, in some important 
Points of view, A, argument superilu- 
OU 


ss The ceneral drift an dj intention of the 
a nle lord’ 5 speech was, to give eusa favour- 
a ble € plain of the state of ihe Comp pai y's 
affairs at hom 1¢, and of their governments 
2broad. AN his statements and all his rea- 
soning went in that direction. The Com: 
P2ny’s domestic circumstances are flourish- 
ing, their affairs in India are the same, or 
Wil be so in process of time. Of these 


dat Indian prosperity, I shall speak 
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pert y to lndta t. the e am unt oft ve hat LOTS 


ster} D235. of which one nition ven bun- 

lred thous, 1 poun 1s is if YO 1) pac OF 
bullion. ~ This last ciretu rece oble 
lord mentioned, in terais of dPprise at the 


: ~~ } Yeenne . ’ ' ! 
cuercy of the iJirectors, as if tn 


formed some crest national service, for which 
the public, at this season more than avy 
otber. ouclht to b irriculacy oblie ed fo 


them. One wounle 


’ } 
hada been 


that his iondship 
impoertavon of so 
much specie, to assist the declining circula- 
tion ction of such aa 
enormous sum from) a coantry aicady over- 
run with paper. By what mesons, with 
what joss, or with what incosveuiences to 
the Company, this measure has been se- 
complished, I know not. Of the -magni- 
tude of the effort on this side, there can be 
no dispute; but what does it prove an the 
other, but the magnitude of the « ? 
J have no doubt that this supply . antl 
in B ngal, and still mi re at the yu oH pre- 
The circulation of Bev: nce 

silver, once the source o uf A wenteh 
is for the most part carried on 


videses 4 t 
‘aiKIng OF tie 


here, not the exir 


Stress ¢ 


side i OF Se. 
the land of 
to England, 


n paper; and now it must be supported by 

’ : : > ] : “ae 

supphes of specie from ingland. Jn the 
’ ‘ 

last year, the Company exp rled bullion 

4 rae yf ( Kor , : } Ff | . re. art 

iV) tlic amOouhe Oi \ Swe wle i} Liic pre LiL 

year, they are to export 1,732,000l, be- 

: ’ ' 1° ’ . 

sides 30C,000!}, whicn the government of 

+ " " i 1. . ‘ . * 

Bengal reckon upon in their estimate of 
. 

rec cipts, wae any} ued to Current services, 

making in all 2,602,c00!]. exported in two 

. ‘ ‘ =~ ° ” ‘ ' 
years; of which 1,300,000. is for the re- 


lief of Be ‘neal, and ihe remamder l sup 
pose lor C hina, Jn former times, one of 
the principal advantages derived from the 
acquisition of a great territorial possession 
in india was, that il saved, or might have 
? e, . . 
saved, the necessity of sending bullion 
from England to China; but as the reye- 
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* This seems to be the same plan, which was 
reconumengded to the Directors by Mr. Dundas, in 
hts letter of the zorh of June, 1$01 (page 20); in 
which he says, « It is req usite, by exports, by 
“ bilis from India, and by bullion, to find an aid 
“ to your Indian coneerns, to the amount of five 
« millions sterling, ‘The difficulty does not con- 
“ sist in any inadequacy of resources at home, to 
“ make those exertions, but in the means oF 
“ sending so large a sums and particularly, in - 
“ the means of finding bullion to. so large van 
“ amount as two millions, to which eMount if 
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nue increases, the advantages of it decline, 
and this one is lost. Bengal not only does 
rot furnish China, but has no specie left 
for her own circulation. They, who can 
look with indifference at such a reverse in 
the result to this country of ifs connexion 
with India, who can shut their eyes to the 
consequence of such facts, are not likely 
to care for auy thing that can be said on 
the subject. The mischief is evidently in 
a state of progression; your difficulties 
grow with your means. It is now twenty 
years, since this House, by the advice, and 
at the special recommendation of the pre- 
sent Lord Melville, laid down a set of fun- 
damental principles and general rules for 
the better government of India. One of 
them was understood to be of so much im- 
portance, that the authority of the House 
of Commons was not thought sufficient 
to enforce it: an act of parliament was 
brought m by Lord Melville, by which, 
among other provisions, it was declared, 
that ‘* to pursue schemes of conquest, and 
** extension of dominion in India, were 
** measures repugnant to the wish, the ho- 
** nour, and the policy of this nation.” 
This, and many other of the principles 
then professed, were mine long before they 
were his, and those of the India Company, 
before they were mine. The object of the 
{Legislature was, to confine your territorial 
possessions within their limits at that time, 
when they were full as much as you could 
manage. On the wisdom and necessity of 
the prohibition I do not believe there. was 
one dissentient voice inthe nation. It was 
not merely to put a stop to wars in India, 
for conquest or plunder, but positively to 
restrict you from extending your posses- 
sions. Now, whether the war is made for 
the conquest, or the conquest comes by the 
war, the wise purpose of the Legislature is 
defeated, In the last ten years, the sur- 
face of your territory, and the nominal 
amount of your revenues, has been nearly 
doubled, whether by force or fraud, by 
victories over declared enemies, or by pre- 
tended treaties, dictated to tributary enslav- 
ed nabobs, who are called your allies, does 
not belong to the present question. If a 
positive pecuniary profit had resulted from 
these acts, I know how completely in vain 
it would be for me to measure them by 
the spirit and meaning of the legislature, or 
by any principles established by any authc- 
rity. The only gnestion I ask is, Have you 
vielated your principles with an adequate 
advantage ? Have the wars paid, you? 
Are you reimbursed by your -COnguests ? 


Are your acquisitions a benefit or 2 burthen 
to you? [ speak to the I. Comp. and the 
public ; for as to private persons, I do not 
mean to deny that new sources of fortune 
may have been discovered. Let the fate of 
the community be what it may, _ indivi- 
duals, engaged in such great concerns, will 
always find means to take care of them- 
selves. If the affirmative be maintained, 
the proof should exist in a result of facts, 
not, as it has done for many years, only in 
estimates and accounts. You should sec it 
in the diseharge of debt, in the abundance 
of specie, and in a growing surplus appli- 
cable to tribute through the medium of 
commerce. Does any one of these articles 
furnish evidence of a prosperous state of your 
governments in India? You have an an- 
nual revenue, as the noble lord states it, of 
thirteen millions : when you had not halt 
that income, nor half your present territory, 
the Indian debt was a trifle; you had a sur- 
plus of a million at least, sometimes much 
more, for the purchese of an investment, 
and Bengal assisted you with bullion for 
China. In a letter to the Court of Direc- 
tors, written in June 18G1, Lord Melville 
mentions his having stated to the House of 
Commons, that he was ready to meet the In- 
dian debt, even at the large amount of four- 
teen millions. In another place he says, 
« After the most mature consideration I can 
“ give the subject in all its bearings and Fe- 
‘** Jations, I have a deep-rooted conviction, 
« that your Indian debt is the only form 
“ dable enemy your Indian prosperity has 
‘“ to encounter. Subdue it, and you have 
“ subdued every thing that ought rationally 
“ to be dreaded.” Since that time, I ask, 


‘have any savings been made on a revenue 


of 13 millions? Have they furnished a sur: 
plus for investment? Tas a single rupee 
of the debt, as it then stood, been ais 
charged ? Just the contrary. There - 
no savings : your expenses absorb your “A 
venue, and much mere ; you have ne, rs 
plus. You are driven to send specié » 
India. The debt, which in June al 
Lord Melville thought so formidable at re 
millions, was increased to near 20 a 
on the 30th April 1802, exclusive © of 
portion of it, which has been ee an 
England ; and it is fawr to an 
never-failing experience, that 15 | hes 
in the current year will not be muc sea 
than in each of the two preceding Y of 
All the presidencies, in their oie fot 
1502-8, reckon upon considerable oe ofte 
the service ofthat year. 51, f hav" apit- 
in this. House taken notice of the uarct™ 
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ty and fallacy, not the fraud, of Indian es- 
timates, and how little they ought to be de- 
pended on, even by those who draw them 
up. The actual state of the debts and in- 
cumbrances of the I. Comp. is a demon- 
strative refutation, not of the figures, but of 
the practical result and implied promise of 
all their calculations for many years*. On 
this subject, however, there is at this mo- 
ment special evidence before the House: 
I mean, such an instance of inaccuracy, as, 
I believe, if any thing can, will guard the 
House from giving implicit credit to Indian 
estimates hereafter. I am very far from 
thinking that it could have been intended, 
The fact is, that, on the 8th of March last, 
an estimate was laid before the House, by 
the Court of Directors, in which the sup- 
posed debt in India is stated as follows: 





* The Committee of Directors, in their report 
of the 25th of March 1802, observe, ‘“ that the 
“ right hon. gent. (Mr. Dundas), on retiring from 
** otlice, has represented India and the affairs of 
the Company, in the most prosperous situa- 
tion, &c.; that they have too much reason to 
fear, that the exclusive trade, as regulated by 
the act of 1793, is not only necessary but in- 
dispensable, as a resouree to save the Company 
from destruction, &c.; that the few months, 
which have intervened, have been more than 
suticient to convince the Court, that Mr. 
Dundas was mistaken as to the real situation 
of the Company’s affairs ; for the whole of his 
estimates are compietely destroyed, in conse- 
quence of the advices since received, xc. They 
trust they have demonstrated the opinion they 
entertain of the sanguine estimates formed by 
“ Mr. D., &c. However discouraging this pro- 
spect may he, it is aggravated by circumstances 
which never existed before. ‘The establish- 
ments are increased, the political resources are 
absorbed, &c. we find that the treasury (of 
Bengal), for want of money, has been obliged 
to issue notes payable nine months after date, 
with an interest of twelve per cent. &c. In 
this situation, which Mr. D. represented as 
Prosperous, with more than double the amount 
of political debts to discharge, and groaning 
under the enormous increase of military ex- 
pense and establishments, he proposes to call 
on the proprietors of East India Stock to raise 
no less a sum than four millions sterling, for 
what he calls commercial purposes ; but 
which, in truth, is to discharge political 
debis, &c—The original capital (2,800,c0cl.) 
was sufhcient to enable the Comp. to carry on 
their trade, when it was truly exclusive, for 
near a century, The threelast sums (4,980,00ol.) 
have been added during the administration 
of Mr. Dundas, for commercial purpose, &e.— 
It never can be denied, that the fuur millions 
arc to be raised for the express purpose 
of discharging political debis. (Signed) 
. sey o-ate Robarts, Edward Parry, Charles Mills, 
“te nents, Pr. Baring, Jacob Bosanquet, Hugh 

Dsus, Joseph Cotton.”. 
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“ The total of debts on the 30th 

‘¢ April 1802, is therefore esti- 

‘“ mated at - - - = = - 17,614,000l. 


On the 28th of April, the real ac- 
count was produced, by which it 
appears that the same debt, at 


the same period, amountedto - 109,96§,7ccl. 





So that, between the estimate in 
March and the real account in 
April, the differencé 1s no less 
than - - - © = = = © = 


Ss 


2,351,700I. 





A mistake, or miscalculation, of 2,350,000l 
in estimating the increase of debt in a single 
year is quite enough for the purpose, for 
which J] mention it, and much more thanf 
expected. The Committee will observe once 
for all, that in stating these totals, [ follow 
the usual form of the resolutions; without 
distinguishing what part of the debt bears 
interest or not. The sum, in the hands of 
commissioners of the sinking fund, may be 
deducted from the total of debts; but that 
does not alter the proportion of the increase. 
The addition made to the Indian debt, in 
the two years ending in April 1802, amount- 
ed to 5,325,3371. But are you sure that 
this is all? Is there no arrear left? Are 
all the demands on all the presidencies as- 
certained and stated? Be that asit may, 
this formidable debt is evidently in a course 
of rapid progression*. ‘The augmentation 
of establishments, and expenses of all sorts, 
keeps pace with the increase of your domi- 
niop, out rans that of your revenue, and 
at this distance can neither be restrained 
nor controlled, without an excrtion of vi- 
gour as great as the difficulty, and a choice 
of instruments equal to the task. Ina po- 
litical sense, you have more than you can 
govern. In an economical sense, you have 
more, than you can manage, ‘That there 
should be no material fraud or embezzle- 
ment in the annual collection and expen- 
diture of so many millions, may be true. On 
that subject, all you have to judge by, is 
speculation and experience.—I would now 
draw the attention of the Committee to the 
state of affairs athome, If they have pros- 
pered to the degree that has been stated ; 
if the Company's commercial profits have 
answered their expectation ; if the pompous 
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* In 1796, the Indian debt stood at 7,146,0831 
In 1802, Af... cccccscecsecsees 297965,7391. 





Increase im six years........ 32,819,6561. 


Average of annual inciease,... 2.136,609)!. 
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appropriation of. net proceeds, directed by 
the act of !793, was not a mere delusion ; 
the evidence of such prosperity ought to 
appear in the liquidation of the debt, and 
ja the discharge of the principal engag 
mients to the public and to the proprietors, 
on the farth and credit of which the charter 
was renewed. In a trial of ten years the 
specific benefits of the measure ought to 
have appeared, the effects cought to have 
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beet felt... The act of Parliament sa 

aiter providing for bills of exchange, current 
payments, &c. the net proceeds and proftts 
of the Contp. shall be applied, first, to the 
payment of a dividend of 1u per cent. on 
the present, or any future amonnt of the 
Company's capital steck *; second in pay- 
ment of 500,000 1. a year into the receipt of 
the Exchequer, for the use of the public; 
third, to the purchase of stock in the public 
funds. to the amount of twelve millions sterl. 
as a guarantee fund for the better securing 
the Company's capital stock. Of these pro- 
visions of the act, I know of none that has 
been complied with, but the payment of 
the dividend, which, in my opinion, is a 
very moderate compensation to the proprie< 
tors, and not at all adequate to what they 
ave fairly entitled to, considering their in- 
terest (if not property) in every thing that 
has been acquired abroad, and the risk, to 
which their capital has been repeatedly ex- 
posed, in making the acquisitiéns. 
proprietors, in fact, divide little more than 
five per cent. on the price they have paid for 
their stock, OF the participation of 509,000) 
al'otted to the public for the renewa! of the 
charter, only one year's payment, out of 
eleven, has been made; and as tothe famous 
guarantee fand, by which the proprietors 
were tabght to expect that their capital 
stock, or the value thereof, would at ail 
events be secured, I suppose they know that, 
in these eleven years. not a single <iflting 
has been applied to the formation of that 
fuad, Were all these stipulations agreed to 
by the Company in 1793, and all these pro- 
visions recommended to Parliament for mere 
appearance, and to serve a turn, without 
any serious thought of their ever being car- 
ried into execution ?—or did they proceed 


The 





* The appropriation of soo,cool. a year (out 
of the net proceeds) to the discharge of bills 
drawn in, India, for the transfer or remittance 
of the debts of the Comp. from thence to Gx. Bri- 
tain, makes no pert of their engagemcuts to the 
public, er to the proprietors. Whatever hes been 
applied to that purpose, ought to be added to the 
total of debt contracted in Ind a. 
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upon fair estimates, and well founded ca}. 
culations of growing resources and probeble 
profits? Presuming that they did so, you see 
the fall value of ali such estimates and calcula- 
- tions.— In stating the Company's debt abroad, 
i take it for granted, that the total amount, 
as far as it could be ascertained, has been 
fairly brought into view. In the general cir- 
culation of their property, the title of which 
is, stock per computation of the East-India 
Company (exclusive of their capital stock) on 


| the istef March, 1603, I do not think that the 


| same corse has beea pursued. [adhere tomy 
| Opinion, that this account, constructed as it 
| is, creaies a false balance, and leads to a false 
| conclusion, On the debit side, I aver, and 
| am ready to make it good, that two very 
important articles are omitted, which ought 
io. have been inserted in the body of the ac- 
count. A memorandum at the top or bot- 
tom of an account, and which does not even 
state the amount of the article omitted, 
furnish an evasion; bnt it is no answer to 
my objection. In the first place, why is tre 
capital omitted? It amounts to six millions 
of stock, for which the corporate bocy - 
received 7,780,0001, from the proprietor, 
and are accountable. Is this a proper at 
ticle of debt in this account, or Is it not: 
Js it true or is it false, that, in all partuer- 
ships, the original subscription exists, asa 
demand between the partnership in gross, 
and each proprietor, in proportion to the 
share he has in the common stock? It that 
proposition be false, and the debit be imp!o- 
per, why was it invariably included in me 
annual amount of the Company's debts, tv! 
the year 1794? Do you doubt the fact 4 
have a series of the printed accounts in ™) 
hands to prove it. But I do pot beieve, 
that, after the final admission of the worthy 
baronet on the other side *, this powwt ¥ * 
be any longer disputed. He aliowed, ta! 
on the whole, he was inclined to my opinion. 
From his knowledge and jadgment aoe 
pected no less. Then, why 1s the ans” 
omitted? Of the intention I can say polos: 
but L can very easily shew you, what pr!p of 
is answered by the omission. A debit . 
six millions, inserted in the body of <p at 
count, wonld reverse the balance. - a4 
very few are there, even among rage kK 
rectly interested in the result, who mee sis? 
of looking into these voluminous er gee : 
Of the few who take that trouble, oe 
body, I speak generally, look at mos ¢ the 
balances and totals? If, on the fate © 


ae 


may 
aa ay 





eS eS re eee ae 


ee ee 
ee 











* Sir Theophilus Metcalfe. 
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account, the balance arpears to be on the 
right side, does any men examine the par- 
ticular, or inquire how it arises? As far as 
ny obser ation goes, very few indeed. Lut, 
at last, to justify the omission, an order of 
the House of Commons, given in 1794, has 
been pieaded. Por what purpose was it ob- 
tained ? On this poiut I can only offer you a 
conjecture. of the irath of which, I have not 
the smalte t doubt; and with that I shall 
leave the inference to the internal judgment 
of the Committee. When the subject was 
before the House some time ago, I was not 
I should not have failed to take 
not of :t. that the House of Commons, in 
1704, hat ordered the Directors to detiver 
n the account of their stock by computation, 
the capital. Orders of 
for withont notice, and 


art Ys. or 
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3 o . 3 
this kind are moved 


pass witheut observation, mvon trust, and 2s 
tunes of conrse. To account for the mo- 
tion, 1 need only suppose that the President 


of the Board of Control, finding the balance 
of stock on the wrong side, should say to the 
Directors, ** You must leave out the capital.” 
—* No,’ say the Dire ‘“we cannot ven- 


_ itim- T=; % > Fe BE critic 1 meee” whet 
ture to alter the established form of our ac- 
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‘ P ry c rr ae » SS ) has 
counts” —** Phen, what is to be done ?’— 
‘ - A 5 =S a , i of ~ 
us an order of the Mouse of Com- 
af ” ik) he 4 ie | — ao | ,aAv . we 
m —** Tf that be ail, you shall have it 
a 
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aie OTCer passe 3 5 the Directors are ail obe- 


f. } » ; . , 0%, - 
cence ; and thus the omission of a debit of 
six millious (which, in truth, oucht to be 
7.720.009 1,), never omitted before, is shel- 


tered and justified —At the foot of the same 
aC article of debt appears, 
though not inserted, as it should be, in the 
body of the aceount; namely, 960,843 1. for 
advanced by his Majesty’s Paymaster 
General, on account of King’s regiments 
serving im India. ‘This debt the Company 
have, in fact,~acknowledged ; because they 
have paid 100,000]. in part of it. Then, 
Why is not the remainder stated as a debit, 
in the account? Because it would add 
£00,843 1. to the balance against the Com- 
pany; and then we are told, that there can 
be no intention to suppress er to deceive, 
because one of the articles in question is al- 
luded to, and the other stated in a note or 
Memorandum, external to the account.—I 
how tarn to the other side, of the computa- 
ion of stock; and there I can assure the 
Committee, that, to the best of my koow- 
edge and judgment, many of the credits 
faken are liable to question, and deserve to 
be specially examined before they are ad- 
mitted, ‘The only item, however, to which 

Would wish to draw your attention is, by 
what is due from government for steres and 
supplies to his Majesty's troops, &c. amount- 


*rytingyt fe ri ryt ' a 
haat, LOOLO ET 


PARL. DEBATES, Jury 29.—E£ust-India Budget. 









—7 


[1338 


ing to no less than 3,573,339]. for which 
full credit is taken, without reserve, as if the 
debt made part of the Company's actual and 
elective property, as if it had ever been ac- 
knowledged by government, or could not be 
disputed. Now, [ask the noble lord, plainly 
and distinctly, does he acknowiedge this 
debt on the partof government? Was it ever 
acknowledged by his predecessor in office? 
If my memory daes not very much fail me, 
I have heard Mr. Dundas declare, in his 
place, that government did not acknowledge 
it. After so many years are elapsed, it is 
possible I may be mistaken, and therefore I 
do not positively insist on the fact; but I 
believe it. Low the claim has grown to its 
present enormous size l know not*; but itis 
high time that it should be strictly examined, 
and admitted once for all by Parliament, as 
far as it can be proved, or fioally dismissed 
trom this account. Circumstanced as it is, 
the credit taken for the entire account tends 
only to make the India Company believe 
that the debt is good, and that they are richer 
than the supposed debtor admits by more 
than three millions and a half sterling. It 
it be only. “ stated by fhe Company as a claim 

1 government, subject to adjustment ;” I 
y, let the claim be examined, and the ad- 
justment made by a Committee of this House, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, whom I 
should have been glad at this moment par- 
ticularly to have seen in his place, has 
thought proper to recommend it to Parlia- 
ment to pay the India Company pane million 
sterling, on account of expenses incurred 
during the late war. This appears to me a 
very questionable act on his part, and cer- 
tainly should not have passed unquestioned, 
if I had been able to attend my duty that 
day. Between government and the Com- 
pany there is a long series of pecuniary trans- 
actions, with demands and counter-demands 
ov both sides. Then, I ask, what pariiamen- 
tary evidence did the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer produce? What proof did he lay 
on the table, to satisfy the House of Com- 
mons that one million, or,any other sum, was 
due to the India Company? Has government 
no claims on the Company since the renewal 
of the charter? And, without a liquidation 
of accounts, how is it possible to determine, 
which of the parties is finally in debt to the 
other? In these circumstances, the Chane 











* In October, 1780, it was reported by a Com- 
mittee of Proprietors, to amount to 422,0001. under 
three heads; viz. Subsistence of French prisonersy 
Expedition to Manilla, Hospital expenses of his Ma» 
jesty’s troops. 
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cellor of the Exchequer pays the Company 
one million sterling on account, which im- 
plies that there is still a balance due to them. 
He may think so, or he may be told so; but 
his private opinion, or his personal know- 
ledge, is no ground to this House for paying 
a million of the public money to any body. 
Nothing could justify such 2 payment, but 
a report of the Committee of this House, 
specially appointed to examine and settle the 
claims on both sides.—There is another sub- 
ject, Sir, of very great consequence to the 
nation, as well as to the Company, which I 
wish to bring into view, not so much for 
immediate discussion, as in hopes that it will 
be taken up by Parliament hereafter on a 
great comprehensive scale of national deli- 
beration. I mean the real state and result 
of the Company's trade to the continent of 
India. Is ita profitable or a losing trade? 
Or, if there be an ultimate profit, is it at all 
proportioned to the capital employed, the 
charges, and the risk? On these questions, 
it would ill become me to say any thing but 
with the greatest diffidence. In opening the 
subject, | look for information from gentle- 
men, who understand it much better than I 
do. The arguments I have heard on both 
sides have not ended in giving me perfect 
conviction on either; but assuredly they jus- 
tify a doubt and call for an inquiry, in the 
issue of which the essential interests, per- 
haps the existence, of the India Company 
are involved. As long as the cargoes pro- 
vided in India were paid for out of the sur- 
plus of territorial revenue, it was natural 
enough that the commercial profit or loss on 
the prime cost should be but little regarded, 
because the whole investment was a gift or 
a tribute to the Company. But habits grow 
out of an abundance of means, and are apt 
to continue when the means are gone. A 
woful reverse has taken place in this branch 
of the Company's resources. Instead of pro- 
viding their investment with the money of 
India, which was equivalent to getting it for 
nothing, they have for many years paid for it 
with money borrowed there at an exorbitant 
interest, and now with specie from England. 
On this footing is the trade profitable, and, 
without supposing any other disadvantages, 
can it be pursued? The reverse I allude to, 
does not end here. ‘The hon. person, under 
whose administration of India the charter 
‘was renewed in 1793, declared that bis plan 
was, toengraft an open trade on the exciu- 
sive privilege of the Company, and that he 
had at last arranged it with-the Company. 
This speculation is above me. The propo- 
sition seems to involve a paradox in the idea, 
and a contradiction in the terins, I have no 
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conception of the manner, in which elements 
and principles so opposite to one another, as 
an open trade and an exclusive privilege, can 
act or subsist together. All general reasoning 
and common experience lead to a suspicion 
that, sooner or Jater, the stock will starve 
the graft, or the graft must kill the stock. 
On this question, however, we have now 
no accasion to speculate. An experiment of 
ten years ought to furnish a practical solu- 
tion to all such doubts. Without regarding 
theories, I ask only, whether, in fact, the 
plan has succeeded. Are the parties satis- 
fied? Do the chartered Company and the 
private merchant find all the advantage they 
expected from their respective participation 
in the object ? or has the plan served only to 
throw an apple of discord among them? Of 
the success of the private trade, under the 
present distribution, I can form no judg- 
ment. Whether any, and what compro- 
mise has taken place, I know not. But! 
shall be surprised, indeed, if in fact it should 
appear that a corporate body, acting by 
agency abroad, and loaded with expensive 
commercial establishments, is able to sups 
port a profitable competition with indivi- 
duals, acting for themselves, alert and vigi- 
lant in the transaction of their business, who 
have nothing else to attend to, and who have 
no establishments to maintain. At all events, 
I can hardly state an object of inquiry more 
important to the Company than to know, 
what the real profit of their India trade (dis- 
tinct from China) amounts to, on an account 
fairly made up, and charged, as it ought to 
be, with interest on the capital employed, 
loss on goods exported, &c. and not omitting 
any article of expense that ought to appear 
in such an account*. On the whole, Sir, ! 


———— eel 


* Fxtract of Mr. Henchman's speech, at a Gane 
Court of Proprietors, Stk April 1802, page cages 
the calculations made by the Directors, i vd 
rest of money is charged on the capital emp ye 
yet a great part of the Company’s ee arate 
ment is made with money borrowed at 1} his it 
terest; and the course of the business sb ved . 
is borrowed early in the year, to be advan ici 
the native manufacturers. The goods ot 4 
vered in the course of the year; they ae er of 
in the beginning of the next years. “ro bepia- 
it, they are sold in England; and, ae otures are 
ning of the third year, British ery? on the 
shipped in return, which may be be thirty ° 
course of that season; so that ic must realized © 
thirty-six months before the money a frst 1038 
pay off the bond that was given fort ay add five 
tu make the intvestment. To this we sae 
per cent. confessed to be lost in the “a cent. 's 
that it may fairly be said, tbat ee sany’s €3° 
on this account, to be added to the rol sot st0P 
penses in making up the account. lated on by 
to notice many other charges BOt calcula <c0ei ’ 
Dircciors. This alone is sufkcient 
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cannot think it possible for this House or for 
the Company to look at the actual state of 
’ their immense dominion in India, their re- 
' venues, their expenses, their debts, and 
' their trade, and the course in which all 
these concerns are running into ruin, with- 
out seeing the necessity of meeting the case 
' with stronger measures, and more vigour, 
_ than has yet been applied to it. Compared 
' with the exigency, these voluminous ac- 
' counts and annual budgets are mere formali- 
ties. They furnish some materials, but they 
| provoke noinjury. In this House, they ex- 
| cite neither attention nor attendance. The 
only things listened to or looked at, are the 
| flattering commentary, and the delightful 
| prospect. From year to year, as one set of 
promises fail, the next improves. <A losing 
account is balanced by a winning est:mate, 
_and perpetual disappointment cured by vi- 
| gorous expectation. An early and resolute 
agers gs investigation into the state of 
ndia, and of every object connected with 
it, in my opinion is indispensable. Such 
_ was the course pursued in 1781. The House 
about that time appointed two Committees ; 
one to inquire into the political transactions 
in India, the other into the internal abuses 
of the government of Bengal, and the gene- 
ral result of the connexion of India with 
Great Britain as it then stood. Such Com- 
Mittees should be revived at stated intervals, 
and once at least in every Parliament. If 
the measure was wise and necessary in 1781, 
much more so is it now, when your domi- 
nion is double what it was, and your embar- 
rassinents greater than ever. Most earn- 
estly would I urge and entreat his Majesty's 
Ministers not to neglect this great national 
interest, to think of it in time, and put the 
consideration of it into a right course. The 
evil is not stationary. While ministers delay 
they lose ground, and at last the object will 
force itself upon them with increasing diffi- 
culty and disadvantage.—There is another 
measure, very fit to be adopted by the Court 
Of Proprietors in concurrence with Parlia- 
ment, if they think they have any concern 
inthe fate of the corporation. They have 
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Serious doubts, whether the Company gain any 
thing by their Indian investments. But, say the 
rectors, the surplus has mot appeared so large as it 
surbt to have done, from the Company's adherence to the 
od forms of making the accounts. Now, 1 contend the 
Very contrary of this, and assert that, if they did 
Dot achere to these old forms, the surpiuss would 
“ppear still less, instead of more. For the prac- 
bn mes India House is, and has lovg been, to 
te the supce at two shillings, whereas ine 
es bills upon them, at rates of exchange muc 
sents which of course must reduce, instead of 
a'UGRting their surplus profits.” 
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an example of it in a proceeding of their 
own in 1782, when they appointed a Com- 
mittee to examine into the general state of the 
debts, credits, and effects of the Company both 
in England and abroad, I was named on 
that Committee. Their Report was drawn 
up by the late Mr, Orme and Sir John Call, 
The share, I had in it, was too inconsider- 
able to preclude me from saying, what I 
think of it, that a more able, judicious, and 
conclusive performance of that kind does 
not exist. ‘The general principle on which 
they proceeded, was to class the debts and 
demands, according to their quality, on one 
side ; and on the other, the corresponding 
property or assets, which might fairly be 
set against them in each class. ‘They re- 
minded the Proprietors, as I do now in the 
same terms, * How liable they and the pub- 
lic are to be misled, by the inspection of a 
general estimate; where, on the credit side, 
the quick stock in England is blended with 
the several quick stocks abroad, and one 
general total involves many articles, which 
are afloat, at risk, or obviously dormant and 
non-productive; thereby giving the whole 
an equal degree of creditable value, in op- 
position to debts, which are actually due, 
and must be paid in England; as well as 
others, which will ultimately come to be 
paid there, if not liquidated abroad.”—At 
the close of their Report, they make an un- 
necessary exevse for having possibly ex- 
ceeded the limits of their appointment, by 
giving opinions instead of adhering to figures 
only ; and they conclude with a remark, not 
less applicable to present circumstances than 
those, to which it was applied: I cannot do 
better, than adopt their opinion in the same 
words, and repeat them as if they were my 
own :—* Situated as the Company now are, 
it is impossible to discuss the subjects of 
trade and expense, without adverting to col- 
lateral objects, on which the others mateti- 
ally depend; because the Company may be 
successful in war, extend their possessions, 
and control the politics and princes of the 
east; while they are poor in revenue, dis- 
tressed for resources to pay expenses, and 
bankrupts in trade.” 

Lord Castlereagh explained, and said, 
that he approved very much of the hon, 

entleman’s proposition, to probe these 
matters to the very bottom; and, for his 
own part, he was perfectly willing and 
prepared to meet him upon the subject 
whenever it was found proper to do so. 
As to specie being sent out of this country, 
that was not a circumstance which could 
be reckoned disadvantageous, if the value 
of money was properly adverted to. One 
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symptom of the prosperity of the Company 
was, that their assets had k 

their debts, and that they had 
weather a war of ten years, without anv 
increasé of debt whatever. With respect 
to new loans appearing on the face of the 
accounts, if the hon. gent. would take 

trouble to inquire, he would find that the 
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? 
heen able to 
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Company were. constanily making loans. 
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The statement which he had teken the li- 
berty of submitting to the House, was en- 
tirely such a one as had been laid before 
the House on similar occasions, during the 
space of eight or ten years back. If the 
hon. gent. had really thought such state- 
ments mere formalities, he (Mr. Francis) 
was reprehensible in not having stated his 
opinion on former occasions, in order that 
some new mode might be adopted to ren- 
der Indian affairs more clear and intell- 

ible. | , 
Mr. Johnstone thought, that the Compa- 
ny’s affairs ought to be judged by other 
criterions than the accounts which were 
now laid before the House. In the course 
of his speech, he took occasion to ob- 
serve, that there prevailed in India an in- 
ordinate spirit of extending the territorial 
possessions of the Company, and tcok no- 
tice of some acts in which the present go- 
vernment of Bengal and Mr. Wellesicy 
took a part. " 

Mr. IV. Pole thought it neither manly nor 
decorous in the kon. gent. to throw such 


_an imputation by a side wind against per- 


sons, who, if they had acted improperly, 
ought to have their conduct inquired into 
by that House. 

Mr. Burrowes delivered his sentiments 
not only upon the subject regular y under 
the consideration of the Committee, but 
upon some of the rather irrelevant points 
which were introduced into the discussion, 
and spoke with considerable animation and 
ability. He could not possibly, be ‘said, 
suppress the feelings of indignation at the 
unfounded charges thrown out by two gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House, at 
so gross and indecent an attack made upon 
two noble personages then absent on the 
service of their country in situations of the 
highest trust, importance, and responsibi- 
lity, and who, for their conduct in such 
situations, had received the unanimous 
thanks of that House, which was deservedly 
ranked among the brichtest rewards their 
country had to bestow. He was resident 
in India the greater part of the time in 
which the. transactions alluded to took 
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not only from decuments, but from personal 
aud local knowledge upon the subject.— 
With respect to what had been thrown out 
re'ative to tht conductct Lerd 7 e1znmouth, 
he could assure the Comniittec, that noble 
lord never did sanction tie succession of 
the prince In question, previous to his be- 
Ing placed on the Musnua o! Oude. He 
had opporiunities of being well infurmed 
upon that subject, and liad perused all the 
letters and documents. appertaining to it. 
After stating the outlines of the transac- 
tion, Mr. Burrowes argued successfully up- 
on them, in vindicati: over 
ment of Bengal. 


27 — an ie ere} 
sight ana trivial CIFCu 
ww 


- t 4} +} . 
4) O81 ale aienh $e 
bp bang AS Te aT 4? 
se contended tbat ive 
mstance OF a saiufe 
being fired from the ranioaris of Fort Wi! 
cing HireGa A Til tne rap); wits 3 ZL Vit ve iie 
7° 7 . . ’ - de . 
liam on the occas:on.of that prince’s acces 
sion, was not suficlent to impeach the ho- 
nour of the government of Bengal; on the 
contrary, that government couta not con- 


5 ‘ 
honour and claracter 


sistently with its 
have remained unconcerned spec 
contest for the Musned of Onde. He 
must, however, ‘strongly ceprecate 
practice of thus bringing subjects inte cc- 
bate which had been repeated!) doce 
and decided upon by the Heuse. si 


proceeding was neither just nor - 
able. He again adverted to the chirss 


which were made against the t vo 10bie 
lords now at the hcad of alar in Tuc; 
and again, he must express bis idisna- 


tion at hearing those merito;ious ata ho- 


ot 2 
nourable persenages 1 owita be 
name olf robbers. Yheir conduct, so Very 


jar from justifying any epithets of tee 


ture, weuld, he was confident, whenever 
it should come to be fairly and fully dis- 
cussed, redound highly to their honour. 
Vhe transactions, when discussed and sifted 
to the baitom, would add, -in the estima 
tion of an impartial posterity, to that stock 
of fame and honour which they auca J 
possessed, He defied any man (0 ae 
out any political characters, why, since 16h 
arduous times of the French revormtiens 
have acquired more solid glory than the 
two noble lord; at the head ot the acini 
nistration of India. —With respect to age 
had been thrown out relative to tic Said. 
of the Carnatic, he had as little appre" 
sion on that head. “That province was p*” 


tected by the British forces from all od 


mies; the reigning family was main si 
upon its Musnud since the year 7A 


in possession of their ehh enact by 
was their return for such es or 
support? This clearly appeared °Y, 


m—it ap 
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peared they had entered into a traiterous 
correspondence with that inveterate enemy 
of the English, Tippoo, and ata moment 
when we were at actual war with him. 
This conduct, independent of what even 
else may be alleged against it, was entirely 
incompatible with common good faith. 
Such a line of conduct would have been 
sufficient ground for war with Portugal, 
Holland, or any other power with whom 
we might be in alliance ; upon that ground 
alone, upon the very justice of the case, 
our government would have a right to make 
war upon the Nabob, even were he an in- 
dependent prince. We were justified, by 
the circumstances of the case, to depose 
him by force of arms. It should be recol- 
lected, that at the very time Tippoo was 


ready to fall upon us, upon principles of 


self-defence, the deposition of the Nabob 
was obviously justifiable: but the measures 
which the noble lords in question concur- 
red in adopting, were thase of uncommon 
moderation ; a moderation, he would con- 
tend, unexampled in the history of man- 
kind. ‘They only required of him to do 
that which was absolutely necessary for our 
own safety. Their views were bounded 
by self-preservation only. If ever this 
important topic should come to be fully 
discussed, what he advanced would amply 
appear from the documents found at Se- 
ringapatam., That such an inquiry was in 
contemplation, he was induced to believe, 
when he recollected that there were orders 
of the House then pending for documents 
to throw a light upon the subject; and this 
consideration called upon him still further 
tu condemn the charges*made against those 
two noble lords, previous to the discussion 
being entered upon. Here 

Mr. Francis rose to order. He said, 
what had fallen from him on the subject did 
hot deserve the character given of it by 
the hon, gent. If he thought his language 
improper and disorderly, he should, ac- 
cording to the regular practice in that 
House, have had the words taken down, 
and then moved the censure of the House 
upon them. He had no right to go on in 
such a style of invective, but should have 
adopted the right course of proceeding. 

Mr. Burrowes proceeded. . He was not 
conscious, he said, of having used the lan- 
guage of invective; but the hon. gent. 
should recollect, that he had spoken of the 
treaties with the Nabobs of Oude and Ar- 
Cot, as treaties with enslaved princes. He 
bad a right to comment on that language; 


however, he at the same time meant no- 
Vor. IV, 
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thing personal to the hon. gent. His zeal 
for the honour and characters of the noble 
personages in question might have betrayed 
him into an undue degree of heat and 
warmth; however, in the case alluded to, 
the charges made against those noble lords, 
not only affected their own, but even the 
national character, which, in the present 
moment, it was particularly necessary 
should be free trom reproach. Pursuing 
the subject farther, he observed that, in 
his mind, the only question with respect 
to the two noble lords was, whether they 
had not stopped short of their duty, con- 
sidering the treachery to be fully proved, 
and whether they should not have gone 
farther ? “He then proceeded to a consi- 
deration. of Lord Wellesley’s financial ad- 
ministration in India, of which he spcke 
in terms of unqualified approbation, and 
particularly instanced the former fin incial 
distress of the Company, which com- 
pelled them to borrow money at the 
exorbilant interest of twelve per cent. 
This he contrasted with the present pros- 
perous and flourishing state of the Com- 
pany, for which they were chiefly in- 
debted to the able and diligent admi- 
nistration of the noble marquis, under 
whose auspices their trade was improved 
beyond any former precedent, and the re- 
venues advanced to av amount of nearly one 
million anda half; and these facts, a re- 
sidence of 12 years in India, afforded him 
an opportunity of knowing In concluding, 
he took a short review of the prominent 
military operations in India, under the di- 
rection of the present Governor-General, 
of which he also spoke in terms of ap- 
probation, arid particularly applauded that 
nvaster-stroke of policy, adverted to by the 
noble lord who spoke fast, of dissolving 
the connexion between the French and 
the Nizam, by which means, a powerful 
force of 14,000 men was disbanded, and 
the officers, mostly French, were made pri- 
soners. 

Mr. Prinsep said, he could prove from a 
clear calculation, that the revenue of the 
East-India Company was deficient in the 
sum of three millions. — The resolutions 
were agreed to, and the report ordered to 
be received on Tuesday. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Saturday, July 30. 


([Minures.]—The Attorney-General ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to extend the 
limits of jurisdiction of the Courts of Up- 
* «J 
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per and Tower Canad2.—Lord Glenbervie 
brought up the report of the Commnutee 
appointed fo consicer the state of the Jour- 
nals of the House, which was ordered to be 
taken into consideration on Monday next. 
—<A petition was presented from the pri- 
soners confined in Cardigan gaol, praying 
relief. —The Two Million Vote of Credit 
bill, the 1,500.000! Exchequer Bills’ Vill, 
the Tobacco Export Bul, the Quasia Duty 
Bill, the Dover and Deal Pilots’ Bill, and 
the bili to exempt persons serving by them- 
selves, or substi:utes, in the army of reserve, 
from serving in the militia, were severally 
reported, and ordered to be read a third 
time on Mondsy.— Mr. Alexander brought 
up the report of the Committee of Suappiv, 
which was agreed to.— Mr. Vansittart brought 
in a bill for granting certain countervatiing 
daties op fine sugar, imported from Ireland 
into Great Britain, which was read a first 
time ; as was also the bill for consolidating 
the duties on stamps. — The Auctioneers’ 
Dory Lill, and the Irish Tea Exportation 
Bill, went through a‘t’ommmiitee, and were 
ordered ta be reported on Monday.—The 
Tortola Free Port ill, and the Scotch Malt 
Bill, were read a second time, and ordered 
to be committed on Monday.—The House 
ja a Committee to consicer of the bounty 
payable on sugar, resolved that it was ex- 
pedient that the period for granting an ad- 
ditional bounty on sugar should be limited. 
The report to be recenved on Monday —The 
Property and Tacome Bill was ordered to be 
read a third time on Monday, to which day 
the House adjourned. 








HCUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, August 1. 


(Minvutes.J—The Bristol Port Bill was 
read a third time, and passed.--The fol- 
lowing b:!ls were brought fp from the Com- 
mons; the East-India Trade Encourage- 
ment Bill,the 1,500,000!. Exchequer Bills’ 
Fill, Vote of Credit Bill for Two Millions, 
Customs Regulation Bill, the new Woolien 
Manufacturers’ Biil, and several private 


bills. 





—_—-~- 





HOUSE OF CO\IMONS, 
Monday, August 1, 


[Mrnutes.]—A pe'ition was presented 
from the debtors in Newgate, praying for 
relief, ) Ordered to be laid upon the tabie.— 
Phe repori of the Comaittce appointed to 
ousider the reprinung of such 0: the Jour- 
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nals and Reports as were deficient, was 
agreed to, and thesum of 10,000] ordered 
to be paid to the deputy clerk of the House 
for the purpose of carrying the resolution 
into effect —Mr. Corry brought up the re. 
port of the Committee on parsonage giebe 
Jands. Tne resolution for granting 50,0001, 
to carry the bill into effect, was agreed to, 
and a biil ordered.—The 2.006.000). vote of 


| credit bill, and 1,500,000). Exchequer Bills’ 


Bill, were read a third time, and passed. — 
A new writ was ordered for Downton in 
Wiits, in the room of the Hon. John Wil- 
liam Ward, who had accepred of the Chil- 


_ tern Handreds.—The House went into a 
Committee on the expiring Jaws, and the 


report was ordered to be received next day. 
—The Property Bill was read a third tme, 
several clauses were added, after which the 
bill passed. — When the motion for the 
House resolving itse!f into a Co.wmit'ee on 
the Prince of Orange's Indemnity Bil was 
made, Mr. Calcraft, observed, that it had 
been stipulated on the part of the French 
Republic, Holland, and Spain, that a com- 
pensation should be made to the House of 
Nassau. He had expected thot the igih 
article of the Treaty of Amiens would have 
been acted upon, and that measures would 
have been- taken by government to en- 
force its fulfilment; but he did not find 
there had been any correspondence with 
France upon the subject, to enforce the ar- 
ticle of the treaty. He was, however, s0 
grateful ior the services rendered by the 1 
lustrious House of Orange to this country, 
that he should not oppose the measure ; 
but he thought his Majesty’s ministers, be- 
fare they calied upon this country, ought to 
shew that they had done ail in their power 
to obtain indemni‘y from the other powers 
of the Continent.—The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer stated, that notice of this mea 
sure had been given at an early period of 
of the sessicn, and that it bad only been 
deferred by more interesting business. 
After a few words irom Doctor Laurence] 
the House resolved itself into the Comat 
tee, and the report was ordered to be red 
ceived the next diy.—The Stamp Dates 
Consolidation ill was commited, and the 
report ordered to be received the next day ' 
— he Countervailing Dutics Bill was a 
a second time, and committed for the ae 
day.—The Tortola Free Port Bill was co! 
mitted, and the report ordered to be rece!’ 
the next day. . 
[Surriy.]—The Chancellor of vf et 
chequer moved the order of the 4a) 


gong into a Committee of Supply Mr. 
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Dubois be referred to it; which being 
complied with, he further stated, that both 
petitions were from American royalists 
under very particular circumstances. The 
The claim of Mr. Martin he should not 
have to trouble them with now, as 1t had 
been already admitted, and voted by the 
House. That of Mr. Dubois came recom- 
mended ‘by nothing so much as the pecu- 
liar hardship ef his case. When the Bri- 
tish forces were in the southern part of 
the American States, very essential services 
were performed by the family of Mr. Du- 
bois, and the petitioner himself, though 
very young at that time, displayed so much 
alacrity and zeal, that they were warmly 
acknowledged by Generals Balfour and 
Craig. This claim, as an American loyalist, 
might have been proved, and would have 
been admitted before the commissioners, 
but Mr. Dubois, who was then a minor, 
received intelligence that his estates in 
America had not been confiscated. In 
order to regain them, he went over to that 
country, and, after long delays and nu- 
merous applications, failed of obtaining the 
benefit of the treaty from the American 
government, and did not return to England 
till the year 1800. What he meant to pro- 
pose was by no means an equivalent to 
his losses, fur he did not expect any thing 
like a compensation ; and he should there 

fore propose, that the sum of 5,320l. be 
granted to make good the claims of Mr, 
Dubois, as an American loyalist. 

Dr. Laurence seconded the motion, ob- 
serving that no claim ever came better re- 
commended.—The resolution was agreed 
lo, and the report ordered to be received 
the next day. 





=——————~—NR"—_7>——x—_—_—_—[——7~7)>»»= 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, August 2. 


(Mryutes,] — The Irish Magistrates’ 
Protection, and the Prize Captors’ Bills, 
were read a third time, and passed.—In 
the Scotch appeal cause of Hogg v. Lash- 
ley, the Attorney-General, on’ the part of 
the respondent, replied at considerable 
length to the arguments of the counsel on 
the other side, after which the further con- 
sideration was deferred to Monday next.— 
The East-India Trade Regulation, the 
Customs Regulation, the Exchequer Bills, 
the Two Millions Vote of Credit, and the 
Woollen Manufacturers Penalty Suspension 

ill, were read a secoud time, and com- 
mitted for the next day.—The Property 
Amendment, the Auctioneers’ Duty, and 


Avcust 2—WMinutes, 
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the Irish Tea Exportation Bills, were 
brought up from the Commons, and read a 
first tine. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, August 2. 


(Mrnures.]—The Receipt Tax Bill, thé 
Auctioneers’ Bill and the Irsh Yea Ex- 
portation Bill, were severally read a third 
time, and passed —The report of the Sti- 
pendiary Curates’ Bill was brought up, the 
amendments agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to beread a third time the next day.—The 
report on the Workmen’s Combination Bill 
was brought up, and agreed to.—The re- 
port on tie Tortola Trade Bill was brought 
up.—Mr. Vansittart moved, that the bill 
be recommitted, and that it be an instruc. 
tion to the said Committee to mtrodiace a 
clause to regulate the duties on 
silks and velvets. Agreed to.—The repore 
on the Prince of Orange’s Annuity Bill 
was brought up and agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be read a third time the next 
day.—The report of the Committee of Sup- 
ply, for granting s,oool. as a compensation 
to Isaac Dubois, an American lovalist, was 
brought up and agreed to, and a bill 
ordered to be brought in accordingly.—In a 
Committee on the Irish Navigation Act, 

Mr. Vansitltart moved, that it be an ine 
struction to the said Committee to con- 
sider of authorising the importation into 
Ireland of certain articles of commerce 
in neutral vessels, the property and produce 
of neutral states. — Also, to prevent the 
exportation of copper from Ireland, Ore 
dered, 

The Advocate-General rose to make a mo- 
tion for leave to bring in a bill respecting 
the validity of assignments, He entered 
into a brief detail of the situation of the 
subjects of this country, relative to the 
awards made by commissioners appointed 
by Act of Pariament to regulate all 
matters of dispute between this coun. 
try and the United States of America, and 
the doubts and difficulties which had arisen 
in consequence of the awards made ig 
various cases, and concluded by movin 
leave to bring in a bill for removing doubts 
respecting the variety of assignments made 
in pursuance of the 7tharticleof the treaty 
with the United States of America, and to 
enable his Majesty to prosecute in those cases 
in which awards have been given.—Granted, 
—Mr. Vansittart brought up an account of 
places and pensions granted from 100 4o 
the preeat time:—Ordered. to lievon the 
table —Lord Amberst’s annuity: bill, and: the 
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Custom-house officers protection bill, were 
severally read a first time.—The bills to re- 
gulate the rights and claims of H. R. H..the 
Prince of Wales, the Duke of Beaufort, the 
Duke of Grafton, and the Marquis of Bute, 
relative to certain duties on wine Imported 
into several ports within the duchy and 
county palatine of Lancaster, was read a 
first time.—The bi!) fer removing doubts 
respecting the validity of assignments, in 
pursuance of the 7th article of the treaty 
with the U. States of America, &c. and the 
bi!] toextend the powers of courts of justice 
in Upper and Lower Canada were read a 
first time. 

(Kast-Inpia Bupcer.] — Lord Castle- 
reagh Wrought up the report on the East- 
India budget. On the question that the 
resolutions be read a second time, 

Mr. Prinsep rose, and apologised to the 
House for taking up their time, when so 
much of it had already been expended on 
this very subject ; but as he had some ap- 
prehension that the speech of the noble lord 
might make an impression on the House, 
contrary to what the true interests of the 
Company really required, he hoped he should 
be indulged with their attention, till he de- 
livered afew observations, which he thought 
he was imperiously called on by his duty to 
make, Asa proprietor, and one who was 
deeply interested in the prosperity of the 
Company's affairs, he had given the subject 
now before the House every degree of con- 
sideration, and the most minute attention in 
his power, and the result was, a thorough 
conviction in his own mind, that, if the 
Company persevere in paying their debt in 
the present circuitous manner, the conse- 
guences could not tail to be, in the end, 
very ruinous and fatal to their best interests, 
and must inevitably and totally preclude any 
expectation the House or the Country may 
have formed, of receiving apy of that par- 
ticipation in the resources of the Company, 


which had been so long and so repeatedly. 


promised them. He had, he said, taken the 
liberty to make out statements of the results 
which lay on the table, and from those he 
was fully convinced, and confirmed in bis 
opinion, that the statements made by the 
noble lord, andthe right hon, gent. his pre- 
decessor, were extremely unsatisfactory and 
fallacious. The right hon, gent. who was 
the predecessor of the noble lord, had stated, 
that thedebt of the India Company was 10 
mitlions ; whereas cn comparison of all the 
papers, aad a minute investiggtion of all the 
suas taken from the papers, produced by 
that sight bon. gent., the amount is 15. mil- 
liciis tering, Which sum had bean taken 
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out of the revenues of the Company, by 
means of loans, and other improper methods 
of managing the Company’s finances. Had 
that sum been applied in payment of the 
debt, it might have been altogether extin- 
guished in the course of five years, and in 
that case, iestead of the present existing 
debt of 19 millions, the Company would be 
in possession of three millions, with a debt 
of no-more than two millions. He there- 
fore thought himself strictly warranted in 
repeating, that if this system be pursusd, of 
paying off the debt in the same circuitous 
way that had hitherto been persisted in, the 
consequences would not fail to be highly in- 
yorious, and, he feared, would in the end 
prove fatal and ruinous to their interests. 
With every care and every desire to avoid 
the smallest misrepresentation either of the 


aftairs of the Company or the intentions of 


the noble lord who brings forward this mea- 
sure, he felt himself called upon by the im- 
perious dictates of his duty to protest against 
it, as one that was fraught with fallacy, and 
which would be found to operate in a man- 
ner very different indeed to what the noble 
lord expects from it. He said he had the 
fullest confidence, that what he was then 
saying could not by possibility create te 
smallest doubt in the mind of any one, 
either as to the credit of the Company of 
the conduct of the directors, for whom 
he professed the greatest respect and re- 
gard, and for whose talents, integrity, and 
industry, no man could have an higher opi- 
nion than himself ; nay, he could even con- 
trast this ‘statement of the noble lord's pre- 
decessor with the actual administration . 
the Company, and by dry figures he would 
prove to the House, that it appears rare 
these papers, that communibus annis, bulls 
to the amount of 500,000!. have been drawn, 
and that the expenses of various kines have 
amounted to full as much more; whert, 
had the trade been limited according '° 
the act of Parliament passed for that op 
pose, we should have had no India debt * 
all. In thus attaching error to the wer 
the right hon. gent. be begged leave at ¥ 
same time to bear full testimony ie 
talents and integrity. The right hon. 6°" 
had his warmest thanks for the 2 9 gt 
attention and diligence which he had he 
formly paid to the affairs of the Comp: _ 
and he believed he had said no mor”. 
the truth, when he had decioaet apa 
place in that House, that viene . sing 
templated the business, either on 5!° - no 
in the morning or going to bed at ns 
found the weight of it too heavy a see 
Mr, Prinsep said, that the, right hon. § 
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had exercised all those concerns very much 
to his honour, he was free to confess: yet 
he thought be might be allowed to shew the 
fallacy orinsufficiency of his plan, and to 
say to his successor, read, compare, and re- 
flect, and avoid, if possible, falling into the 
same delusion. If the noble lord, or the 
rt. hon. gent. who now fills another depart- 
ment of his predecessor (Mr. Tierney), or 
any other gent. in the House, would give 
him the honour of their company for one 
single hour, he would undertake to prove 
to them every word he had said. He 
was sorry that he did not at that moment see 
any East-India Director in the House to 
whom he could address himself on the pre- 
sent occasion ; on a former one, the House 
had been told by one of its members not 
to attend to the statement of such an hon. 


gent. (meaning himself) because he was of 


a fervent disposition, and apt to state and 
colour things too warmly ; he assured the 
House, however, that he never intentionally 
stated any thing asa fact which he did not 
on the fullest investigation believe to be so. 
A plan had been produced he said, in that 
House, which had cost the Company 20 
millions. The noble lord seemed by his look 
to deny this, but he was sure of it, if you 
do but keep the clue in pursuing it, which 
was absolutely necessary to be done; for in 
India accounts, the clue, if once lost, could 
not be easily found again, nor in a very 
short time. If that plan be pursued, he 
must once more repeat, that it would be 
highly injurious, andin the end fatal to the 
Company's interests. That Company was, 
at present, managed by very able men, but 
it was not abounding in ready money—the 
Whole capital was obliged to be employed ; 
still, however, if this measure was not adopt- 
ed, he was one of those who looked forward 
with a firm and steady eye to prospects the 
most flourishing and profitable. There were 
other resources also relative to private trade, 
which were now ina course of gradual and 
regular improvement, and which, he doubt- 
ed not, woyld turn out equally productive, 
He begged pardon of the House for having 
detained them so long, and concluded by 
Pro‘esting against the present measure. 

Lord Castiercagh said, he trusted the hon, 
§ent.. would excuse his, going at length into 
the arguments then used by him against the 
Measure, after the very full discussion the 
subject had received. He begzed the right 
hon, gent. however, to be aware of ons 
thing, that what he called his (the noble 
lord's plan), was no other than the lew of 
the land. 

Mr. Prinsep said, he understood the act 
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of Parliament, which says, that out of the 
surplus revenues the Company shall use one 
million sterling only. 

The Speaker reminded the hon, gent. that 
he must confine himself to explapation of 
what he himself had said, and should con- 
sider whether what he now was saying was 
not in reply to what had fallen trom the 


| noble lord. 


Mr. Prinsep said, he thought that what he 
| was saying might be taken as explanation, 


| as the noble lord had mentioned the act of 


Parliament. He was about, to proceed on 
that subject, when —- 

The Speaker told him he was not within 
the line of explanation.—The_ resolutions 
were then read and agreed to. 

[Navy Axsuses.]—Captain [Jarvey said, 
he held in his hand a petition: from several 
admirals and captains of the navy, the ob- 
ject of which was to pray the House to ex- 
tend the powers of the commissioners for en- 
quiring into naval ‘abuses, so far as to enable 
them to enquire into the proceedings of 


prize causes. and appeals in Doctors’ Com- | 


mons, and the Admiralty Court, He said 
that great injury had been done to the off 


| cers and seamen of the navy, from the delay 


in causes in Doctors’ Commons and the Ad- 
miralty Court. He moved, “ that the peti- 
tion be brought up.”—On the question being 
put, 

Sir ’, Scott rose and said, that it was by 
no means his intention to oppose the motion, 
though such a petition as the present could 
not but surprise him very much. If there 
was any charge to be made against him, he 
should, with the utmost pleasure, meet the 


| charge, and throw himself on his country. 


What the hon. gent. meant by delay in 
causes and appeals in Doctors’ Commons, 
he should be glad to hear him explain; there 
were very few appeals. He had ng objection 
to the petition being brought up, but he could 
not avoid saying, that he thought it some- 
what indecorous to bring up such a petition 
without the least notice, or the smallest in- 
timation having been given to him. | If 
there were any complaints against. the pro- 
ceedings in a court, the judge of that court 
was certainly the properest person to be con- 
sulted, 

Captain Harvey appealed to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and other members of 
administration, if he had not shewn them 
the petition the preceding day, and said he 
had put off presenting it thea, at the express 
request of Uigippancellor of the Excheguer, 
whom he naf@rally supposed would inti- 
mate it to the right bon. and learned gen- 
tlemaa, 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer acknow- 
ledged that the hon. gent. had informed 
him of the petition. and had deferred pre- 
senting it at his request. He, perhaps, 
ought to have apprised his right hon, and 
learned friend of it ; and it was his io- 
tention to do so, bui it had really slipped 
his memory till the very moment that he 
saw the hon. gent. rise that day with it 
in bis hand. Hethoughi, however, that in 
a case like the presen', where a serious 


charge wes made against the proceedings of | 


a court, the compliment might and ought to 
have been paid, of giving intimation of it 
to his hon. and !earned friend. 

Dr. Laurence said, he should not o*ject 
to the motion, but he thought the petition 
as new and extraordinary a one as ever was 

reught betore the House _ the parties sta- 
ting, generally, that they desire an enquiry 
into all the proceedings of acourt. If there 
Was any necessity for sucn an enquiry, there 


was in that House a Committee of Courts of 


Justice, to which it would have been most 
proper to address themselves. He thought 
his right hon. and learned friend had a right 
to complain of the manner in which this 
petition had been brought forward. The pe- 
titioners wished the proceedings of the court 
to be referred—to whom ? to the commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire isto naval a- 
buses—and they in their report 

General Mailtand spoke to order ;_ he said 
he thought the learned gent. was not in or- 

der in alluding to the report of the commis- 
sioners in speaking to the motion of the pe- 
tition being brought up. 

Dr. Laurence conceived himself to be 
strictly in order ; the prayer of the petition 
wai, that the powers of those commissioners 
might be enlarged so faras to inquire into the 
proceedings of the courts, and they in their 
Jast report have cast a reflection on the pro- 
ceedings of those courts. He wished the 
inquiry might go on if it was possible ; but 
he hoped if it did, it would be complete, 
and extend to the grievances and injuries 
complained of on both sides; he had heard 
much talk of fictitious appeals against the 
captors, but he believed there were as many 
on the other side. 

Mr. Johnstone could not agree with the 
right hon. and learned gent. who spoke last, 
that there was any thing extraordinary in the 
petition. He was certain there could not 
be any person in the navy or in the country 
that could have the least disrespect for the 
right hen, aud learned gent. at the head of 
that court. He would not, however, detain 
the House now, but when the bill came for- 

ward, he had several cases to mention, 
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which wonld evince that most intolerable 
grievances had existed in the proceedings of 
these courts. 

Captain Harvey said, the petition was put 
into his hands unsolicited; many of those 
who had signed it were his particular friends; 
many of them totally unknown to him. He 
had been desired to present it, and as it 
came into his hands so he had presented it to 
the House.—The petition was then ordered 
to lic on the table. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer desired the 
House to observe, that in not objecting to 
the motion for the petition to lie on the ta- 
ble, he did not by any means bind himself 
to support the measure. He would not wish 
to treat it by a refusal with any mark of dis- 
respect or harshness, as it caine from per- 
sons highly respectable, and related to mats 
ters truly important: so far, and so far only, 


_ he had acceded to the motion. 


[Defence OF THE NATION. ]—Colonel 
Craufurd rose to make the motion of which 
he gave notice some days ago. Before be 
entered into the subject, he said he would 
assure the House that it was his intention 
studiously to abstain from any details which, 
from being made public, might have the 
stpallest chance to prove of an injurious ten- 
dency to the situation of the country: he 
therefore hoped the House would so far ho- 
nour him with their indulgence as to give 
him a patient hearing. He thought, how- 
ever, that all this secrecy was needless. 
There could be no doubt but the situation 
of the country and its coasts was well known 
to the enemy; that ovr plans were also 
known to the enemy. If we could take a 
peep into the Bureau de la Guerre, or into 
Buonaparté’s cabinet, we should find plans— 

Mr. Frankland here rose to order, and 
moved, that the gallery be cleared, which 
was done accordingly. —After much conver 
sation,-Colone] Craufurd agreed to with- 
deaw his motion. ‘ f 

Mr. Fox moved a provision in favour ° 
the Prince of Wales's cavalry, giving 
royal highness more power than he of xt 
present; on which the House divide 
Ayes, 61—Noes, 38. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, August 3. 


[Miwvures.] —The East India shippité 
bill was read a third time, and passed. gor 
Scotch cotton weavers’ bil! was read 7 we 
time, and passed.—The Irish tea at wd 
read a second time.— The port vin , 
customs regulation bill, were comm" 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, August 3. 


fMixutes |—Mr. Langmeade brought 
up a petition from the ship owners of Yar- 
mouth, against the Bell Rock light-bouse 
bill. Ordered to lic on the table —- The ar- 
my of reserve amendment bill, and the scotch 
army of reserve bil, were read a third time, 
and passed —The American assigninents 
bili was read a second time. — The attorney 
General moved for leave to bring tn a bill to 
prevent the forg ng of foreign bills of ex- 
change, promissory notes, and orders for 
payments of money and foreign copper coin 
Leave was given to bring in the bill, which 
was read a first time —Lhe Lord Mayor 
moved tor leave te bring in a bill to enable 
the lieutenants of the c:ty of London to carry 
into execution an act for the defence of the 
realm. Leave was g:ven, and the bill 
brought in and read a first and second time. 
— The exchequer bills’ bill, and the Prince 
of Orange's Compensation bill, were read a 
third ume, and passed.-—The ‘Tortola bill 
was commuiited, and the report ordered to 
be received the next day.—The bill for 
granting an annuity to Lord Awherst, the 
Wine prize bill, the Canada courts bill, and 
the Ir-h glebe house bill, were read a se- 
cond time.—In a Committee on the New- 
foundland fishery bil, Mr. Vansittart moved 
a clause, tor allowing a bounty of-three shil- 
lings on every hundred of fish imported into 
Great Britain and Ireland. ‘The resolutions 
Were agreed to.—Lhe consolidation and 
Stamp duty bills were committed.—The as- 
Sessed taxes bill was recommitted. 

LBrisToL HARBOUR BILL. ]—The order 
of the day was read for taking into consider- 
ation the amendments of the Lord: to the 
Bristol barbour bill. On the question that 
they be read a second time, 

Mr. Henderson opposed it, beeause, he 
said, one of the amendments militated di- 
rectly against a rule of the House, which 
had been most strictly adhered to for a cen- 
tury past, and the House had always shewn 
1's jealousy cf the Lords trenchisg on their 
Privileges. It was a rule that their Lord- 
ships could not charge estates nor discharge 
them, nor could they alter any rate. One 
of the amendments, in his opinion, went to 
the alteration of a rate. _ He therefore mov- 
ed, that they be taken into consideration that 
day three months, 

Mr. Bragge contended, that the amend- 
Ments in question did pot tend to charge 
any one, or to take off any charge, nor did 
it alter any rate, therefore the hon, member's 
objection did not apply. 
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Mr. Henderson persisted in his former opi- 
nion. 

Mr. Hobouse said, he was inclined to think 
the objection of the hon, member to the 
amendments alluded to, was not valid, from 
the circumstance of the Speaker's not having 
noticed it as trenching on the privileges of 


. the House, when the amendmeuts were first 


brought in. He had always obscrved the 
right hon gent. in the chair extremely jea- 
lous of the privileges of the House being in- 
fringed, and that he never omitted to notice 
such amendments, the moment a bill con. 
taimug them came into the biouse, and to 
acquaint the House of the infringements on 
their privileges. He was there!ore in favour 
of the amendoi nts being now considered. 

The Speaker tovk a view of the bill, and 
coucluded by giving his opinion, that the 
amendments objected to did not affect the 
privileges of the House.—The amendments 
were then read a second time, and agreed 
to; and it was ordered, that the Lords be 
acquainted therewith, 


[ Genr RAL DESENCE AMENDMENT BILL. ] 
—The Secretary at War moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to amend the act Jately passed 
for the better defence of the realm. He 
gave a brief sketch of the amendments he 
meant to propose. As the act now stood, 
he said his Majesty could only suspend the 
execution of it in any district where three- 
fourths of the number were raised by volan- 
teers, It had been found, on further consi- 
deration, and on fresh information, that this 
would be attended with inconveniences, and 
it was therefore proposed to give his Majesty 
a discretionary power to suspend the act in 
such cases as he thought proper, where less 
than three-fourths were raised by volunteers, 
The second was a more strict provision a- 
gainst persons evading the act, by changing 
their places of abode, ‘The third was, that 
persons absent from England be relieved 
from the operation of the act, and in some 
degree also, those who are obliged to be abe 
sent from home, such as travellers, &c. and 
who do not go away from any intention of 
evading the act. The last alteration was, 
to extend the powers of captains of compa- 
nies in the appointment of non-commission- 
ed officers. At present they were restricted 
to three serjeants, three corporals, three: 
drummers; it was proposed to increase these 
to six each. Leave was granted. The bill 
was immediately brought in, read a first and 


second time (by permission), and ordered 
to be committed the next day. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, August 4. 


fMixutes.]—The Million and a Half 
Exchequer Bills’ Bill, the Vote of Credit, and 
Woollen Manufacturers’ Suspension Bills, 
were read a third time, and passed.—Sir 
W.. Scott brought up from the Commons, the 
Stipendiary Curates’ Bill, and Mr. Bragge 
the Bristol Port Biil. 

[Prporerry pitLt.]—On the order of the 
day being read, for the second reading of 
this bill, 

The Duke of Norfoli observed, that it was 
so voluminous as to make it inypossible for 
him to read and digest it in so short a space 
ef time. There was, however, one clause 
which he had very strong objections to, 
pamely, that which exempted the creditors 
of the government, or, in other words, per- 
sons possessing property in the funds, from 
paying their due proportion. He should not 
make any Motion on it in the present stage, 
but should deliver his sentiments on it in the 
Committee, which was fixed for the next 
day. 

([Stipenprar¥ curaTes.}]—OQOn the se- 
cond reading of this bill, 

The Lord Chancellor said, there was an 
objection which occurred to him on the first 
view of the bill, which was, that it militated 
against the standing order of 1802, prohibit- 
ing the grant of public money, in a bill which 
embraced two different objects. The pre- 
sent bill included two particular objects 
Ist. To provide for those curates who might 
be deprived of their livings by the operation 
of the bills which had already passed: and, 
2dly. A grant of a sum of money to provide 
geucrally for them, and render their situa- 
tion more comfortable than it would other- 
It would remain for their lord- 
ships to consider, whether this objection was 
to be decisive of the fate of the bill. 

Lord Suffolk stated, that the bill had his 
approbation, as far as regarded its rendering 
the situation of the inferior clergy more 
comfortable ; but, he hoped, that no objec- 
tions, in point of form, would frustrate the 
measure, as had been the case with some 
other very beneficial regulations. The laws 
already in force, enabled the bishops to make 
allowance to curates as far as the amount of 
701.; but every one must know, that many 
incumbents made private bargains with their 
curates, for the recompence of 301}. or 40!. 
a-year. He was, however, glad to hear, 
that a bill was noW pending, for better pro- 
vision to be made to the persons suffering m 
their curacies from the consolidated fund. 


The Duke of Norfolk said, his cbjections 
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to the bill principally arose from the power 
given to bishops to diminish the revenues of 
incumbents one-fifth, which must materially 
deteriorate the property of individuals. and 
particularly those persons who were possessed 
of advowsons.—The clause respecting this 
object having been then read, his erace ac- 
knowledged that he had been under a mis. 
take in the provisions of the bil}. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that it was 
true the law at present authorized bisHops to 
make allowances to curates of 701. a-year, 
bat no force or power of an act of Parlia- 
ment could prevent private agreements be- 
tween incumbents and their curates. There 
was, perhaps,. some reason to lament that 
the bill would diminish the patronage and 
property of individuals, and the more so as 
this kind of property was now in the nature 
of assets, and sold in the same manner and 
facility as corn at a market.—The biil was 
then read a secoud time, and cominitted for 
the next day. 

[Generat perence.}] — Lord Sufolt 
said, that having heard in the country of 
a measure proposed for an army of reserve 
and the general defence of the nation, he 
had come to town for the purpose of being 
better informed with respect to them. He 
wished to know how the army of reserve 
was to be drilled, how the officers were to 
be appointed, and in what manner that force 
was to be rendered effectual? There was 
also another subject in which he was desirous 
of information, namely, how far the city of 
London had contributed its due proportion 
of men to the general defence of the cout: 
try. He-hoped it would not be deemed - 
parliamentary, if he slightly alluded to a - 
cussion which had taken place 1 wig? 
House, respecting our means of defence, we 
the appointment of a military council. 1€ 
had received some letters relating to the ae 
portion offered by the city of London, ashe 
which he had in his pocket; and, from ™ 
whole of the information conveyed (0 an 
he was induced to think that blame ge 
to the city of London, which had not Ma " 
as much.as, in such circamstances, age hl 
expected, and what it ought to “A th 
pressed foreibly by these considerations, be 
out at present naming any on an ee ? 
gave notice, that he should me va is 
ject to the view of Parliament me asit 
conclusion of the present sess10n, “ al 
was, and hoped his Majesty g minis ae 
then attend in their places, 10 order © 
such information as he and the pwd) 

a right to expect from them. 
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PARL. DEBATES, AuGUST 4.——Defence of the Country. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, August 4, 


[Minutes.]—General AJaitland moved a 
new writ for the shire of Kinross, in the 
room of Gen, Clephane, who, since his elec- 
tion, has accepted the office of Governor of 
Grenada. Ordered —The Scotch Malt bill 
was read a third time, and passed.—Lord 
Amherst’s Annuity, the Wine Prizes, the 
Custorn House Officers’ Protection, and the 
City of London Defence Bills, went through 
a Committee, and were ordered to de re- 
ported the next day.—The Alien Bill wa: 
read a third time, and passed.—The House 
went into a Committee on the Canada 
Courts Bill, which was ordered to be re- 
ported, and read a third time the next day.— 
The Assessed Taxes Bill was re-tommitted. 


([Derence or THe CouNTRY.] — The 
House resolved itself into a Committee on 
the General Defence Amendment Bill, 

Mr. Wilberforce observed, that he did not 
object to the principles of volunteer service, 
but he thought this bit! would be making 
invidious distinctions between those who vo- 
lunteered and the people who served in a 
mass. 

The Secretary at War stated, that the bill 
was only intended to suspend the general 
defence, whenever three-fourths of a dis- 
trict were obtained by volunteer corps. 

Mr. Windham was of opinion, that the 
system of volunteering was establishing a 
dangerous aristocracy in the country, which 
would defeat the object of the measure. 
There were many men, who would be re- 
Strained from entering into volunteer corps 
by the inability of some to purchase the ne- 
cessary uniforms ; and the natural modesty 


_ of others, which would make them tenacious 


ofentering into the same corps with their 
superiors in rank. ‘The opinion he enter- 
tained upon. the subject was very much 
strengthened by some very pertinent re- 
marks in the public prints; the contents 
were not in general of that description. 
Mr. Sheridan ridiculed the hon. gent- 
leman’s sarcasms on the public prints, ob- 
serving, that in compliment to his friend 
(Mr. Cobbett) he probably preferred the 
weekly to the diurnal publications. He 


| praised the readiness, zeal, and alacrity of 
the volunteer corps, and remarked, that, 


with the exception -of the regulars, there 

Was not a corps in the kingdom on which 

the late Secretary at War had not cast some 

degtee of odium. He approved of this bill, 

because it encouraged volunteer exertions, 

and pointed out the station in which every 
Vout. iV. 
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man in the country ought to place himself, 
It had been stated by the right hon. gent, 
with respect to the general defence bill, that 
its object onght to have been to march com- 
panies to the army, and that their first des- 
tination was to be that of filling up the re- 
giments of the line. He had spoken to gent, 
upon that subject, who thought that a no- 
bleman, genileman, tradesman, or farmer, 
all of whom were liable to the operation of 
the act, if they did not volonteer, would be 
very much surprised to find themselves, per- 
haps in the course of a month, ina private 
regiment, and liable to be tied up to the 
halberts. It was impossible for any man to 
make a comparison between the volunteers 
and those who were drilled on compulsion, 
Could the latter be compared with those pa- 
triotic volunteers, who were sacrificing their 
time in perfecting themselves in their exer- 
cise? Look at the St. George’s and the 
Westminster volunteers, who most likely 
might, at this moment, be seen exercising 
inthe Hall. Batthe hon. gent. had said, he 
disliked that superiority and spirit of aristo- 
cracy in towns and villages, which it was 
the tendency of the bill to introduce. He 
denied that it would have any such effect, 
The only effect of the bill was that of allow- 
ing persons to volunteer ‘instead of being 
compelled to serve. ‘They were not obliged 
to wear an uniform. If in villages they 


| voluntarily came forward without uniform, 


they were exempted from the operation of 
the general defence bill. In large towns, 
such as Birmingham, Sheffield, and Notting- 
ham, he should prefer associations of the 
higher classes, and in the country and vil- 
lages those of the lower. He was satisfied 
with the power this bill gave his Majesty, 
with regard to the acceptance of volunteer 
services. We ought not to stop while any 
thing was left to be done. We should look 
forward to the possibility of the most dis- 
astrous, calamitous and disgraceful events 
again occurrine. . The state of Ireland was 
such, that although every man must re- 
joice at its present security, we ought not to 
calculate on its remaining free from distur 
bance. It was absolutely necessary that Ire- 
Jand shou'd not be separated from this coun- 
try. It might, perhaps, be necessary that 
the whole of our disposable force should be 
employed for the purpose of retaining Ire- 
land. Upon the whole, he saw no objec- 
tions to the alterations proposed by this bill; 
but, on the contrary, thought it a proper 
extension of the system @fthe voluntecr ser- 
vice. [Mr. Sheridan delivered this speech 
from the ‘Treasury Bench.] 

Mc. Windham, in allasion ‘to the part of 
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the House from whence the hon. gent. had 
spoken, described him as a bew convert, and 
observed that, like a young soldier, he had 
fired his musquet too soon When a mea 
sure was brought forward that was new, va- 
rious in its operations. and depending upon 
a thousand different causes, the effects of 
which were impossible to be foreseen, time 
ought to be allowed to discuss it. This was 
a bill which it had been thought necessary 
to read a first and second time the preceding 
day. It was a measure in such a hurry, that 
not a moment's time was to be Jost in debat- 
ing it; but it was impossible, in point of 
fact, that a measure like that of arming the 
nation could be carried on with such speed. 
It must proceed with regularity ; it was like 
the seven ages described by Shakspear. The 
bill must first be prepared ; it must then be 
brought in; it had to go through the forms 
of the House; first and second readings ; 
committed ; third reading; and the same 
stagesin the other House ; it must then be 
passed, after which it was to be sent into 
the country to be carried into execution. 
Then there followed such a clattering, such 
a bustle, and tumult: what with the various 
duties of the tything-man, the lord lieutenant, 
and the deputy liewtenants the whole bu- 
siness was as confused as a horse-race. The 
tything-man was going to the schoo}- master 
to read the act, and the school-master to the 
justice to understand it. In short, before 
this bill could produce the men, the enemy 
might be at the door. It would be some 
time before we had the men in their shoes, 
but how long it would be before they be- 
came soldiers, ‘* seeking reputation in the 
capnon’s mouth,” he could not say. At 
present we had an army only onpaper. He 
referred to the journals and placards, ob- 
serving, that, at the beginning of an inva- 
sion, he wished for something better than 
paper bullets. The country was not to be 
defended by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quers coming vapouring down to the House, 
exclaiming, Donot be afraid! | am the man. 
Something like him, who, when he was told 
up stairs, the house was on fire, said, What! 
and There! After the right hon. gent. had 
set the four corners of the world on fire, it 
was not his coming down with his little 
bucket, or thimble full of water, that would 
extinguish the flame. He next referred io 
the writings and principles of bis friend Mr. 
Cobbett, cn whom he pronounced a pane- 
gytic ; stating, that he had met every bad 
revolutionary principle by principles of the 
most good, loyal, and virtuous tendency, 
and that he (Mr. Cobbett) deserved to have 
& statue of gold erected to his memory. As 
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tothe mode of carrying the bill into execution, 
he was of opinion, that if nunisters combined 
the higher o1 ers, and lef the lower orders 
to themselves, they would prt the def. nce 
ot the country ‘pon a bad ‘oo: ng, ie 
desired to know how the volunteers were 
to be combined. Was it to be a mixiure of 
the old and the yo ing, the robust and the 
weak, the husband and man of family, and 
the single man, the enervaied with the 
strong. Jf this was to be the svstein, the 
voluvteer corps would be mereiy places of 
reluge from that service which the prero- 
gative of the King might call upoe: every 
man for. It was providing a place of res 
treat ror those who wished to avoid service. 
He therefore deprecated the force of the 
country being converted into volunteer corps: 
he admitted that the bill might be good or 
bad, according as it was executed 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply to the observations 
that he was a new convert, asked the hon. 
gent, whether it was a new situation fot 
him to come forward and state his optnion 
when the country was in danger? Did he 
call out like the hon. gent. ‘ restore me 
and my friends to power, or the country 
cannot be saved ?” Was it new to him to 
be an advocate in the cause of the country? 
The hon. gent. had accused him of firing 
his musquet too soon ; he had, however, re- 
turned the fire. He ought to apolog.ze to 
his Majesty's ministers for the danger into 
which he had brought them ; but happiy 
the hon. gent. had fired his musquet, but 
had forgot to put ball in it, The hen gent. 
commanded a fine piece of artillery, which 
was formidable whenever he had recourse 
to it; but be was so fond of squibs and crack- 
ers, that he seldom cid any executron. It 
was not long since the hon. gent. had stated, 
that there was no spirit in the country, and 
that journals lagged in rousing its energie. 
Would he have had these bills brought 19 4 
that time? He had said, the people of Eng- 
Jand were a degraded, base, and lost poop’ 
Was that the time for bringing forward su ' 
a measure? No; it was more likely ( “4 
attended with effect, by having been brovg it 
forward after the spirit of the peop'© a 
been excited. With regard to that oye 
ing and race-course bustle the hon. gent. ‘ee 
described, he was glad to bear that an 
of the machinery of the bill, but 1¢ wa» 4 
regret he had heard the bon. gent. ga 
it with disgust and rebuke. ‘The hon. e ae 
had called the placards of the evemy wae 
ballets, and had said what a time for Le he 
parté to come! It was to be BRT ce 
would not come the sooner in contegi 
of what the hon. gent, had said, but 
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did, he would find that the measures adopt- 
ed by ministers had already produced an 
army of i100 000 volunteers. ihe hon. 
gent. regretted the measure bad not been 
brought forwaid sooner, but he could have | 
no substantial reason for his regret, except 
that he would have had three times so many 
opportunities of abusing ministers, His 
system had been asystem of discouragement, 
which, 1f it had heen followed, wou'd have 
Jed the country to despair, and prostrate 1t- 
self atthe teet of its enemy. He had said, 
that there wos vo salvation for the country, 
except by a particular individual being mi- 
nister ; thit the country had nothing to fight 
for; that atter the disgraceful treaty of 
Amiens, the country had received, on the 
part of honour, kicks innumerable; that it 
had nothing like giory or honour for which 
to coniend. This was one of his modes of 
discouragement. The next was to lay down, 
bv most laborious demonstration, that no ir- 
regular force could contend with the reguiar, 
That such a force as we had, was impossible | 
to resist such a force as the enemy could 
bring agaist as. The next was, that no- 
thing couli be done for the country ull the 
present ministers were out—that they were 
an incubus, a night mare — and that the 
more that was given them, the worse they 
were, He then referred to what he des- 
cribed as the hon. gentleman's silly pane- 
gyric upon Mr. Cobbett, and the erection 
of a staiue of gold to his honour. [Here 
Mr. Windham said something in a low tone 
of voice.) Mr, Sheridan continued. The 
hon. gen. he said, seemed to muiter at this ; 
nay. he groaned; he was glad to hear him 
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groan. However, he hoped, he would go 





on with his statue of gold, and make ita 
colossal statue; but he advised him not to 
solicit sub criptions at the Royal Exchange; 
it was not likely he would be very syccess- 
ful there, for, he believed, in one of that 
gentleman’s papers, he had observed, that 
the stocks could not exist if the monarchy 
existed. It was not very probable that the 
writer of such a sentiment would be very 
popular in that wealihy city, where any 
subscription could be rajsed with effect. 
_Mr, W. Smith said, he approved of the 
bill in its original shape, because it con- 
veyed the idea of the whole mass of the 
people being trained. He wished the 
traming to extend to every class, as the 





country might be placed in a situation in 

which it would be necessary all should be | 
teady to act, He was aware there might | 
be some persons Jess to be trusted than | 
ethers, but he was persuaded the people | 
at large were loyal, He observed that 


the volunteer force was dispersed over the 
whole country, and might not be easily 
drawn together at the point where it was 
wanted. He liked the original measure, 
because it was to make us an armed nation, 
There was besides an advantage in having 
an indefinite force, if it was ascertained 
the enemy might be able to bring a force 
adequate to meet il. 

Mr. Arcidall stated, that Mr. Cobbett, 
in his Journal, had asserted, there were 
not 18,000 men in Ireland, and that France 
had only tosend four ships of war, with as 
many troops as they could convey, in order 
to take pessession of that country, Now 
was this a sentiment for which a man ought 
to have a statue of gold? It was notan 
attempt to set fire to the four corners of the 
world, but to the four corners of Ireland. 
[t his Majesty’s ministers ought (o be disiniss- 
ed, let gentlemen move to that effect. Ifthe 
did not possess the confidence of the House 
they would be dismissed; but at a time 
like this, to go on embarrassing ministers 
was useless and unavailing. 

Mr. Windham said a few words in exe 
planation, 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer said, it 
was with reluctance he protracted the dise 
cussion, feeling that gentlemen might be 
better employed ; he should be sorry to fix 
on himself the imputation of having de- 
layed by unnecessary observations, those 
exertions that were necessary for the safet 
ofthe country. Anhon. gent. (Mr. Smith) 
had stated his opinion of the bill under a 
wrong impression. He had stated that the 
torce for the defence of the country would 
be understood as definite. It was not so, 
but remained as indefinite as by the ori- 
ginal bilj. .The present measure was only 
to enable his Majesty to relieve particular 
districts when there were such a number 
of volunteers as should be deemed suflicient, 
By the operation of this bill, there would 
be a force voluntarily disciplined, not dis- 
ciplined under the apprehension that they 
might be drafted into the ranks. He knew 

it was the duty of every man to serve hig 
Majcsty any where within the country ia 
case gf invasion; but he wished to substi- 
tute volunteer corps, because he wished 
to see men come regularly into the field, 
The hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), had gras 
tified and surprised him, by saying, that 
this was a bill upon which the country 
might rely, if it was properly exeeuted— 
he had surpfixed him, because, when it 
was first proposed, he had spoken of it 
with coldness—he had merely said, it.was 


/@ measure that would potdo harm. There 
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was not one mode of defence which that 
hon. gent. had not spoken of with con- 
tempt, except the regular army. Fortu- 
nately his authority was not equal to his 
zeal, or his observations might do consi- 
derable harm. Of the militia and volun- 
teer corps, he had spoken in a manner 
that had excited disgust, and had produced 
enquiries respecting the conduct of the 
militia in Ireland, the result of which had 
been most satisfactory. He referred to 
Mr. Sheridan’s statement of the pudlic feel- 
ing, and asked whether, without such a 
popular sentiment, this bill could be car- 
ried into effect. He had never heard an 
imputation of delay without feeling its dar- 
ing injustice. He knew that the magis- 
trates of the country had heard with asto- 
nishment that Parliament had not acted 
with dispatch. Magistrates could not ex- 
ecute so fast as the House could legi.late. 
He never should cease to be of opinion that 
the bon. gent. (Mr. Windham) bad, througb- 
out the whole period that had elapsed since the 
presenting bis Majesty's message on the 8th of 
March, done every thing that was calculated 
to dispirit and dismay the people, and to add 
go the hopes of the enemy. The hon. gent. 
himself must have read with mortification, 
that importance was attached to his opi- 
nions by the French Journalists, and that 
they were sources of exultation to them, as 
they were of regret to ninety-nine out of a 
hundred in this country. If the-hon, gent. 
had moved an address to dismiss his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, he could only have said, 
that in the course of eleven weeks they 
had laid the foundation for the largest force 
that ever existed. If, notwithstanding 
their efforts, and they had not been want- 
ing, he was of opinion that they were un- 
worthy the confidence of the King, let him 
claim the opinien of the House ; but it was 
not consistent with his public duty to be 
continually endeavouring to weaken the 
confidence of the House towards those in 
whom his Majesty placed confidence. The 
Janguage of the hon, gent. before the rup- 
ture, was calculated to produce the rupture, 
Jie was not prepared to say it was a mis- 
foytune we were at wart, considering the 
disclosure that had been made of the ene- 
my’s intentions ; pot that he would go the 
length of saying war was a preferable 
state. Ne. Godsend it might be soon 
terminated, but he hoped not one instant, 
before the enety should not have a hope 
left as to the issue of: the contest in theia 
favour, Whemthe enemy ceased to have: 
a hope {and they never could till the 
ceased to have interests, which though fo- 
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reign to this country were inconsistent with 
its safety) then God grant the conflict 
might cease. He wished to have the be- 
nefit of the hon. gentleman’s assistance; 
but Jet bim not attempt to lower government in 
the eves of the enemy. He observed, that 
no change of government could possibly satis- 
Sy the bon, gent. but one at which he should 
be at the head!! It was the opinion of 
that gentleman, the country could not be 
saved unless his principies were adopted ; but 
it was to be hoped, there were very few 
who thought ne ought to be the guide of 
the counsels of the country!! With re- 
spect to the present measure, it enabled 
his Majessy to retain as much as he thought 
sufficient of the compulsory part of the 
bill. It was a measure that would raise an 
army of 400,000, still leaving his Majesty 
the means of augmenting it. 

‘Doctor Laurence, in a speech of const- 
derable length, supported the arguments 
used by Mr. Windham, and censured m- 
nisters tor the language tbey had used to- 
wards that right hon, member ; ‘their con- 
duct, he observed, appeared as if no per- 


‘son was allowed to give his opinion with- 


out their licence.—The bill then passed 
through the Committee, and the report 
was ordered to be received tbe next day. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, August 5, 

[Mixurts.] — The Irish Excise Duty 
Bill, the Receipt Duty Bill, and the East- 
India Shipping Bill, were severally reac 4 
third time, and passed. : 

{Income Tax.]—In a Commitiec on We 
Income Tax Bill, 

The Duke of Norfo’é rose, and “rr 
some observations on that part of the - 
which provided that parishes should make 
good the money with which the a. 
might abscond, or otherwise prove Gch 
cient. He had not read the bill so atten 
tively, he said, as to know how the poate’ 
exactly stood, but from what he could oa 
lect from the perusal he had given i , 
thought at least the public were he 
to have security given by these men * 7 
appoiniment to their offices. In tty 8 t,- 
his grace objected to the exemptions ae 
vour of foreigners pee ee awanld es 

+93 0s na i , 
funds. He saw no good e€ Sie euight 
be either on the score of good onc mm 
policy. As to good faith; m thought 
there could be no question. If he ‘ond 
there would be the least breach of svt “ 
fauh, by laying a tax on the fundsy 
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would be one of the last men in the world 
to prupose or support it, But he could not 
see it in that point of view atall. When 
property of all kinds, belonging to persons 
in this country, was taxed, and particularly 
when the funds were taxed, considering 
the diminution that might result from 
frauds, the question of good faith ought 
not to enter into consideration. As to po- 
licy, he conceived the only reason for not 
taxing the property of foreigners in the 
funds was, that it was advisable they 
should have a stake in them; but from the 
nicest calculation he had been able to make, 
the whole property possessed by toreigners 
in our funds did not amount to more than 
a tenth of the interest of the national debt, 
estimating which at 20 millions, their stake 
would only amount to two millions, which 
was chiefly possessed by Dutch and French; 
and a sum so truly insignificant could not 
be supposed to have an effect in a question 
of peace or war; for as goverament would 
think it worth while to interfere in such a 
case, there being at this moment, he be- 
lieved, no other representative govern- 
ments in Europe except this country and 
Sweden, he thought that ‘at least the money 
of foreigners in our funds, in cases of pur- 
chases made after the passing of this bill 
intoa law, might very fairly and ought to 
be taxed. He, therefore, should propose 
an amendment to the following effect :— 
*' That property in the funds, Delonging 
to foreigners, should be liable to a tax for 
purchases made afier the passing of this 
act” 

The Lord Chancellor having left the wool- 
sack, said, that he perfectly coincided in 
Opinion with the noble duke, that a tax of 
th:s Kind would not, according to the strict 
sense of the word, bea breach of national 
faith. If, however, such a construction 
inay be put upon it, considering the tair cha- 
Tacter this country bad always maintained 
With regard to its pecuniary transactions 
with foreign nations, though we might be 
considerabie losers from the want of the tax, 
yet he by no means found himself inclined to 
accede to the amendment proposed by the 
noble duke. His lordship reprobated the 
doctrine which had been held as to the ques- 
tion of national faith, and said, he could 
Hot consider it as such, even if there had 
been a clause in the acts which expressly 
declared that the funds should not be taxed. 
The funds, like all other kinds of property, 
must undoubtedly yield and give way to the 
exigencies of the times, and must be go- 
verocd by and subject to that general law 
Which is imposed on gll goveruments en- 
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trusted with the public safety. Foreigners 
certainly had no other stake at present; than 
on our justice, and our ability to pay the 
money when it became due. As to our- 
selves, we are bound equally to bear our 
burthens ; we were all embarked on board 
the same bark, and must sink or swim toge- 
ther. Besides, he did not even see that the 
amendment would be ef the least benefit. It 
would bear equally hard on foreigners, as it 
would diminish the interest, and thereby 
lessen the capital. He hoped, therefore, 
the noble duke would not persist in pressing 
his amendment. 

The Duke of Norfolk said, that he cer- 
tainly should persist, and if his amendment 
was not agreed to, he did not know but he 
should use the privilege of entering his dis- 
sent. He highly approved the principle of 
the tax, and on that account he wished to 
prevent it from being evaded. At present 
foreigners might be trustees, and great eva- 
sions might follow in consequence of persons 
in this country, in that way, making use of 
their names. For instance, a person pos- 
sessing 3000). in the funds might appoint a 
foreigner his trustee, by doing which he 
would evade a tax ; for standing in another 
person's name, who is not liable to pay, ae 
being a foreigner, the consequence would 
be, that there would be aa apparent deduc- 
tion from his income of 1501. per annum, 
He was clearly of opinion that property of 
all kinds should be equally liable to taxation. 
sefore the funding system was introduced 
into this country, the land universally paid 
four shillings in the pound, which was an 
income tax to a far greater amount than 
what we now have, which was always consi- 
dered as an income tax, and which had ever 
been borne with the greatest cheerfulness, 
He should, therefore, take the sense of the 
House on his amendment. A division took 
place—lor the amendment—Contents, 3-~ 
non-contents, 7—miajority, 4. The bill 
went through the Committee, and on the 
report being brought up, the same amend- 
ment was proposed,and negatived without 
a division. 

[Curates’ BiL1t.]—On the question that 
this bill be read a second time, 

The Duke of Norfolk rose to object to it. 
He said his reason for opposing it was, that 
the bill militated against a standing order of 
the House, which was of the gréatest im- 
portance to their privileges. ‘This order ori- 
ginated at a time when, unhappily, there 
existed differences between the two branches 
of Legislature, and the Commons of that 
day took advantage, when they brought ia 
money bills, to tack other matters to then, 
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which were altogether irrelevant, and of a 
different nature, in order to compel the 
Lords to pass them, or else be the means of 
refusing to raise the necessary supplies. The 
present biil was intended to provide more 
amply for poor curates, and by it there was 
a power given to raise 8000!. which made it 
a money bill. The sum, indeed, was but 
small, but still it was sufficient, if the bill 
was suffered to pass to trench upon the con- 
stitution and privileges of the House; and 
he warned their lordships to aveid so injuri- 
ous a measure. No man could more anxi- 
ously desire to see that description of worthy 
persons better provided for than they were at 
present, who were the objects of the bill, 
than he did; but, as the present session was 
so neaily on the close, and as the meeting of 
Parliament again would, doubtless, be a 
very early one; if the bill passed early in 
the next session, it could be no inconveni- 
ence to any one, and would avoid that un- 
constitutional step, which he so much de- 
precated. He, therefore, moved, that the 
bill be read a second time that day three 
months. 

The Lord Chancellor agreed with the noble 
duke as to the erigin and importance of the 
standing order he had alluded to, and stated 
in nearly the same terms. He differed with 
him, however, in opinion, that this bill did 
infringe or trench upon that standing order ; 
for the 8000). to be raised was not for sup- 
plies ; nor was the other part of the bill ir- 
relevant to it, as it was for the better provi- 
sion of curates, and this 8000). was to go in 
aid thereof. He did not know, however, 
how far their lordships might be inclined to 
pass this bill, in the absence of so many of 
the right reverend clerical part of that House, 
who were so much interested in the subject 
matter of the bill, be could not say. If any 
information could be had from the two right 
reverend prelates who were present, he 
should be glad to receive it. For his own 
part, he thought it worthy consideration, 
whether it might not be as well to postpone 
it to the beginning of the next session— 
which, as the noble duke had said, would, 
in all likelihood, be .a very early one, and 
when the House would have the benefit of 
the advice of the whole of that right reve- 
rend bench. 

The Bishop of London said, that he had 
read the biil with considerable attention, and 
highly approved its principles snd provisions ; 
he should therefore be glad to see it pass as 
soon as ible.; As to the opinions of his 
tight reverend brethren, he could not say 
any thing; but as the bill was ro promote 
8? worthy a purpose, he should be sorry it 





—Petitions were also prevented fio : 
debtors in the castle ae eee . 
the New Compter, — 21 1 west 
ments to the Volunteer Corps Bill “s 
agreed to, Pe a 





should meet with any delay that could with 
propriety be avoided. 

The Duke of Norfolk retraced some of his 
former arguments, and pressed the House 
to agree to his motion, as the delay would 
be so short. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that if the 
House did not pass the bill this session, and 
a bill of a similar tendency did not come 
from the other House during the first week 
of the ensuing session, he would certaluily 
bring in a bill for the purpose iio that 
House. 

The Bishop of London said, that if the 
House were inclined to postpone the bill, it 
was by no means his intention to persist in 
the epinion that he had delivered, but would 
acquiesce in the judgement of their lord- 
ships.— The question was then put, that the 
bil be read a second time that day three 
months, and carried nem. dissent. The bil 
was therefore deferred to the next session, 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, August 5. 


[Mrixures.]—On the motion of Lord 
Hawkesbury, a new writ was ordered for 
St. Edmund's Bury, in the room of Lord 
Hervey, now Earl of Bristol —The Tortola 
free-port bill, the warehousing avd bonding 
bill, the Scotch assessed tax bill, the Ame- 
rican treaty bill, the Bell Rock light house 
bill, the con-olidated fund bill, the Canada 
Courts’ bill, and the stamp duties’ bill, were 
severally read a third time, and passed.— 
Lord Amherst’s anuuity bill, the Irish glebe- 
house bil, the wine prizage bill, the as- 
sessed taxes’ bill, the Irish sugar import- 
ation duties’ bill, and the neutral ships 
bill, were reported, and ordered to be read 
a third time the next day.—An account 
was presented of the increase and diminu- 
tion of the public salaries and — 
A message from the Lords informed t “ 
House, their lordships had agreed to -- 
Receipt Tax Bill, the Irish Tea Duties Bul, 
the Deal and Dover Pilots’ Bull, and the 
Customs’ Duty Bill. —The House went = 
a Committee on the Foreign Notes Bi ' 
The report was received, and the bill was 


ordered to be read a third time the next day. 
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fDerence oF THE Country.]—The 
Generai Defence Amendment Bill was read 
a third time, after which, 

The Secretary at War brought up several 
clauses: namely, a clause to allow com- 
manders of volunteer corps to employ ser- 
jeants to instruct the volunteers in the mi- 
litary exercise, with an allowance of 2s. 6d. 
per day ; a clause to exempt masters and 
mates of merchant vessels fiom the payment 
of fines ; a clause for allowing lords lieu- 
tenants to appoint officers in the room of 
those displaced; 2 clause for enabliog the 
lord lieutenant to appoint the deputy lieu- 
tenants to do duty for him in cases of sick- 
ness; and a clause providing that all per- 
sons enrolled shouid take the oaths of alle- 
giance and fidelity to bis \iajesty. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that, before the amend- 
ments were introduced in the body of the 
bill, he wished to know, whether, by this 
and the former defence bill, the lords liew- 
tenants and deputy lieutenants would be 
en itled to demand of the different persons 
having horses, and of the proprietors and 
keepers of public conveyances, to provide 
those means of facilitating the progress of 
the country towards the enemy, in case of 
invasion, which clearly government might 
require. It was with satisfaction he had 
seen an advertisement of the postmasters, 
who had met voluntarily, and offered go- 
vernment their assistance in conveying the 
troops to wherever they might be wanted ; 
but he wished, in case of actual invasion, there 
should be a compulsory power lodged in the 
hands of the lords licutenants. He had, 
however, no doubt as to the zeal of the vo- 
lunteer services; but at the same time he 
Wished to suggest, thal the coachmasters of 
this city should farnish government with the 
means of conveyances, in order to dispose 
of the force in a<short time. He thought 
every means should be taken to convey the 
troops to the spot where they might be 
Wanted, in as short a time as possible. He 
recollected that, in the time of the Holland 
expedition, the carriages were seized, and 
employed in a very tumultaous manner. 
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The Secretary at War observed, that an act 
had passed at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, giving a power to the lords lieutenants 
to obtain returns of all carriages and horses, 
and of persons willing to provide the same 
for the use of government. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
might not be unsatisfactory to the House to 
know, that offers had been made to govern- 
ment to a great extent, by persons having 


Post-horses, chaises, waggons, boats, &c. ‘so | 
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as to afford every facility to the troops and 
stores in case of invasion. 

Colonel Craufurd said, he was glad to 
hear that his Majesty had power to obtain 
such returns. 

The Sceretary at War remarked, that every 
possible atiention had been paid to the sub- 
ject, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the 
power was not given by any bill recently 
passed, but by a bill passed early in June. 

Dr. Laurence expressed himself happy, 
that there was such a bill—he had not seenit. 

The Secretary at War said, it received the 
royal assent early in June, Gentlemen ap- 
peared not to have read it. The fact was, 
it had not been printed, because it was verba- 
tim with the bill that passed in 1798. It cone 
tained a number of useful provisions, though 
it did not go to the leugth of the present 
measure by compelling military service.— 

Upon (he question that the bill should pass, 

The Chancelior of the Exchequer observed, 
that a niost extraordinary musconception had 
gone forth, as to his hon. friend having re- 


' gretted that this bill had not been brought 


forward sooner, He had met several per- 
sons who had mentioned the circumstance 
tohim. ‘The truth was, there was no pre- 
tence for such an idea. If the bill ought 
to have been brought forward soover, the 
blame rested with other persons. 

The Secretary at War said, he stated, it 
might be a matter of regret that. it had not 
been brought forward last war. 

Dr. Laurence was sorry, he said, to find, 
that the country was to understand from his 
Majesty’s ministers, that they were not per 
sons who looked to the present danger, but 
to old Acts of Parliament, to see what they 
could bring forward. ‘There were twomodes 
of making war--one with the talents and 
genius of a soldier, and another, like an 
advocate, following precedents, and looking 
at what had been done in former cases, and 
tollowing some direct tract marked out. The 
present was not a state of the worid, in 
which men, by following tracts, could save 
the country. He was sorry to see them 
looking back to the year 1798. He would 
ask, was the danger then the same as it is 
now ? It was not. Why not ?. ‘I'he Continent 
was not so completely in the hands of the 
French; at least, she cot)! not then avail 
herself of its resources, There were diseus- 
sions with Austria which shook the domi- 
nions of France to’ its.centre. ‘There was, 
however, no want of preparations on >the 
part of France. © She>filled: her ‘arsenals, 
exeried her little means to make that autack 
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it was probable she would now make. He 
had no interest in supporting the measures 
of 1798: for, when he gave his vote in 
favour of them, he declared they did not 
go so far as they might have done. He 
had heard an observation with regard to a 
friend of his, that he wasblameable at that 
time. The fact was, he differed with some 
of his colleagues. It was well known that 
right hon. gentleman then held an office 
not responsible for the measures adopted 
by government. It was to be wished it 
was more reponsible. Why were Parlia- 
liament to be told, that this or that mea- 
sure was not taken when it ought to have 
been taken? The event justified the 
opinion of those who thought further mea- 
sures necessary. The Army of England 
assembled to attack our possessions in the 
East, by means of Egypt, because, at that 
time, it could not attack Ireland. He 
believed the attention of France was direct- 
ed more to Ireland than this country. He 
must allude: to one thing :—the French 
could not, at the time he was speaking of, 
send down to Brest without fighting their 
way. There was then a force ready to as- 
sist the operations of this country. Many 
of those who constituted that force, when 
they found they could not obtain a decisive 
answer, were picked out, one by one, and 
destroyed. Many of them, to his know- 
ledge had been shot. He was aware it 
was impossible to have such a force on the 
Continent at the present moment. The 
greatest prebability of injury to this coun- 
try by France, was by her making Hol- 
Jand one outwork and Ireland another, 
and by that means to cut off our trade. 
Persons who conducted a government should 
look to circumstances themselves, and meet 
new dangers with new energies, -He ob- 
served, that it was the reputation of his hon, 
friend (Mr. Windham) as connected with 
the interest of the country, he should ever 
defend. His hon. friend, he said, was a great 
man, and while he existed he could not but 
merit that character. Upon the bill itself he 
should say but a few words. He did not ap- 
prove of this complete change from the ori- 
ginal view of the bill. It was at first a gi- 
gantic measure, a great and. powerful ma- 
chine, hazardous in the execution, but of 
great efficacy. Thinking as he did, that we 
must become a more military people than we 


had been, hecould but regret a system which 
had been the total destruction of the recruit- 


ing service. He thought proper ‘officers 


-would have modelied the sort of exercise 


adapted to different situations. He was of 
opinion that in maritime counties there might 








have been that mixed mode of defence 
by sea fencibles. In inland counties, ano- 
ther principle ought to be adopted. Besides 
these, perhaps other measures might be ne- 
cessary. He hoped too that at a moment 
of this awful description, there would have 
been some address to that Great Being who 
presides over human destiny. He had ex- 
pected a solemn attestation of the kind he 
had alluded to. He was of opinion there 
should be a solemn religious appeal to Hea- 
ven on the day the associations were em- 
bodied. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, at 
this deep and awful crisis it could not be sup- 
posed that he could be insensible to the ob- 
servations of the hon. and learned gent., or 
to the remonstrance or exhortation with 
which he concluded his speech. If that hon. 
gent. had read the bill now before the House 
accurately, he would have found that it did 
not interfere with the general and compre- 
hensive measure of the former bill. The 
hon. geot. had adverted to the conduct 
adopted by the former government; he 
should never shrink from the principles that 
government had adopted. The right hon. 
gent., whose absence on this day was no- 
ticed, entertained an opinion that there was 
such danger impending over this country as 
required every possible exertion. If those 
were his real sentiments he shouid have ut- 
tered them before, not at this moment when 
the exertion was required. The hon. and 
learned gent. who spoke last, had represent: 
ed his Majesty's present servants a3 a CoiG, 
tame, and inanimate set of men, capable ot 
acting upon such measures only, in whic 
they were warranted by precedent, Wien 
the House reflected upon the measure of the 
establishment of an army of reserve, a0 
what had been done. for these six months 
past, it would think that the ministers of = 
crown were not guided merely by preceden 
when they proposed a measure hitherto abe 
paralleled. in the annals of this county: 
When his right hon. friend, the Segretary 
at War, proposed this bill, it was to be co : 
sidered that he was a confidential. minis 
of the crown, a member of the cabinet, 21 
responsible for any thing that 1s OBE ab- 
With respect to the right hon. gent. nov 

‘ a ly remars, 
sent (Mr. Windham), he need only | how 
that he had been lately in the sixaation at 
occupied by his right hon. friend, 8D see 
any member holding such a psa ae 
be highly.criminal, if, holding re cel! 
ons, he had not himself brought Sia bet 
such a measure as he conceived 10. n. He 
calculated. for the defence of the ae xf 
professed no personal hostility w 
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that right hon, gentleman, but could not 
forbear expressing his disapprobation of his 
conduct. | 

Mr. Sheridan said, it may, Sir, be thought 
unnecessary for me to add any thing to what 
was urged so ably by the the right hon. gent. 
yet I cannot restrain an observation or two 
upon the manners of the hon. and learned 
gent. (Dr, Laurence). I fee! also some re- 
gret at finding that he comes here single- 
handed, without any powerful assistant, and 
draws into his argument circumstances of La 
Vendée, the insurrection in Ireland, and the 
dangers to be apprehended from an invasion 
of the country. Considering the party with 
which he is connected, the charge of delay 
comes from him or them with the worst 
grace imaginable. The hon: gent. acknow- 
ledged that we are at present in no danger, 
comparatively with that in which we stood 
in the year 1748. At that period we had 
to contend with the northern convention, 
rebellion was ragiog in Ireland, and the 
French foree, which they called the ** Army 
of England,” was of such a conformation 
that the people of this country did not know 
what its destination was, and [I believe the 
general opinion prevailed of its being in- 
tended for Ireland. With regard to the 
right hon. gent. now absent (Mr. Windham) 
he cou'd not blame him for holding his of- 
fice as long as he could, but he could not 
help blaming him, if he saw such dangers, 
for holding his tongue. 

General Phipps called him to order. 

Mr. Sheridan said a few words in expla- 
hation, and the Speaker conceived the hon. 
gent. was in order. 

Colonel Craufurd said, that he wished to 
rectify a misunderstanding of what he for- 
merly stated. He wished on soch occasion 
the whole means of the country to be exert- 
ed, and he was now tolerably satisfied that 
the levy of 280,000 men, in addition to our 
present establishment, would render us in a 
great degree, what we ought to be in this 
Crisis—a military nation. : 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer explain- 
ed. The present bill only left a discretion 
to his Majesty's ministers, which depended 
upon their responsibility. —The bill then 
passed nem, con, 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, August 6. 


{ Minutes. ]—Twenty-two public and pri- 
vate bills were brought from the Commons. 
Among the public bills were, the House of 
Orange annuity bill, aliens’ regulation bill, 
the vote of credit bill, the general defence 

You. IV. 





amendment bill, and the income tax bill, 
returned with a message, that the Commons 
had agreed to the amendments made by their 
Lordships. — On the motion of thé Lord 
Chancellor, the final ¢onsideration of the 
appeal Crawford v. Coutts, was postponed 
to the second cause day in the next session, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Saturday, August 0. 


[Minures.]—The Chancellor of the Exe 
chequer moved, that the House, at its ris- 
ing, should adjourn to Wednesday next, 
which was agreed to. He observed, it 
would be in the recollection of gentlemen, 
that he had given notice of his inten- 
tion to bring forward in the course of 
the present session, a motion for prevent- 
ing the accumulation of debts on the civil 
list; but the pressure of other impor- 
tant business was such as to render it im- 
practicable to submit any proposition to 
the House upon the subject. It was, how- 
ever, his intention to take an early oppor- 
tunity of bringing it forward in the next. 
He added, that it was attributable to the 
same cause, the Committee appointed to in- 


vestigate the accounts between Great-Britain 


and Ireland could not finally settle them. 
He should move to revive the examination 
early in the session.—Lord Amherst’s An- 
nuity Bill, the Irish Glebe Houses Bill, the 
Wine Prizage Bill, the Coucealed Arms Pe- 
nalty Bill, the Foreign Notes Bill, the As- 
sessed ‘Taxes consolidation Bill, the Sugar 
Duty Bill, the Prize Courts Bill, the London 
Defence Bill, and the Neutral Ships Bill, 
were read a third time, and passed, and car- 
ried to the Lords.—-Vhe Chancellor of the 
Excheyuer submitted the usual motions at 
the end of a session: —That an address should 
be presented to his Majesty, entreating him 
to confer some church dignity on the Rev. 
5. Smith, chaplain to the House, —That ad- 
dresses should also be presented to his Ma- 
jesty, requesting him to pay the sum of 
1,2001. to H. Alexander, Esq. for his ser- 
vices, as Chairman of the Committee. of 
Ways and Means.--Such sum to Jeremiah 
Dyson, Esq. clerk of the House, as, with the 
fees of his office, would amount to2,0001.— 
10001. to Joho Henry Ley, Esq.—Such sum 
to J. Clementson, deputy serjeant at arm:, 
as, with the fees of offee, would make 500) . 
—10001, to Mr. Samuel Donn,-as a, final 
compensation for compiling the lndex to the 
Journals, from 1790°to L800, and. from 18CO 
to the present time, and: for superiptending 


| the printing thereof.—350]. to Arthur Ben- 
| son, Esq. clerk of the Journals, for defraying 
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the expense of making an Index to the Votes, 
aud printing the same.—Such compensation 
as his Majesty should think proper, to the 
clerks attending public Committees.—1501. 
to Thomas Tomlinson, Esq. for filing the 
registers for the use of the Committee on 
the Expiring Laws.—Such sum as would be 
necessary to print 1500 copies cf the Jour- 
nals of the Proceedings of the present Ses- 
sion, with an Index to the 58th vol., the 
same to be printed, under the inspection of 
John Ley, Esq. by such person as the Speaker 
should appoint; and that no other should 
presume to print them. 


~ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, August 8. 


[Minutes.]—The several bills upon the 
table were forwarded’ in their respective 
stages —A number of bills were brought up 
from the Commons, among which were 
Lord Ambherst’s Annuity Bil, the Prize- 
Nioney Regulation Bill, the Irish Glebe 
Flouses, the Neutral Ships, the Wines Pri- 
zage, and the Lrish Customs Regulation Bills. 
‘hese were severally read the fiist time. 


([Mritirary Councit.]—The Earl of 
Suffolk observed, that being rather indisposed 
at present, he should beg the indalgence of 
their lordships, in permitting him to with- 
draw his notice, for the motion he had in- 
tended to bring forward that day. As he 
had just heard the House ordered to be sum- 
moned next day, he should take the advan- 
tage of the attendance, which such a pro- 
céeding was likely to bring, and submit his 
intended motion next day, as well as deliver 
his sentiments upon a subject, which he con- 
ceived of the ‘first importance at present, 
namely, the general defence of the country. 

Lord Hobart expressed his wish to learn 
the nature of the noble earl’s intended motion, 

The Ear] of Suffolk replied, that what he 
proposed to submit to the House, in the 
shape of a motion, was for the appointment 
of a military council or committee, with a 
view to the better direction of the means of 
defending the country, and for the assistance 
of his Royal Highness the commander in 
ehief, in the execation of his arduous and 
important duty.— After a short private con- 
ference between his lordship and some of the 
peers on the ministerial bench, 

The Earl of Sufo/k proceeded to his place, 
and rising, observed, it was his wish by every. 
means in bis power to accommodate noble 
‘fords ; as it seemed to be the desire of some 
hat he should then go on, he would, indis- 
“posed as he was, deliver his sentiments on 
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the occasion as well as heconld. The noble 
Earl then, in a speech of considerable leneth. 
delivered his sentiments upon the important 
topics under consideration. In the outset 
his lordship noticed, that he was that day to 
have waited on the minister of the country 
upon the subject. It would be in the re. 
collection of the House, he observed, that 
some weeks ago he brought forward the 
present topics to the consideration of their 
lordships; since that period, as he had mea- 
tioned his intention of doing, he had been to 
his estate, and among his tenantry, whose 
intentions he sounded, as ta their coming 
forward voluntarily in defence of their coun- 
try ; he foundthem, on this head, patriotic 
and full of energy as he could: wish, nor was 
such a spirit confined to his own tenantry ; 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring parts of 
Wiltshire seemed animated with the same 
feeling and impulse: a number of men, to 
the amount of between 2 and 3000, appeared 
willing to enrol, and to place themselves 
under his command; the measures he took 
in consequence, and what struck him in the 
way of argument upon the subject, he should 
presently state, The noble earl proceeded 
to observe, that so impressed was he with 
the sentiments he had stated on a former 
occasion on these topics, that he solicited, 
and had the honour of obtaining an audiences 
of his Sovereign : he there delivered a letter 
to his Majesty, containing his sentiments re- 
specting the defence of the country, aud 
this letter he took the liberty to accompany 
with a variety of notes illustrative and ex- 
planatory upon the subject. However, not 
withstanding he took these steps, and aller 
wards made the representation at other quer 
ters, where he thought them most likely ( 
produce the desired effect, no military com- 
mittee or council was appointed. ‘The no- 
ble earl then adverted to the steps taken by 
him to represent the matter to his Roy: 
Highness the commander in chief, and (hose 
representations included the offer of the wil- 
lj Bees -¢. He thought 
ingness of his tenantry, &c. " 
such a laudable and ardent spirit should - 
be suffered to cool. He therefore, we 9°” 
lieve, principally in a Jetter to Col. Clinton, 
the secretary to his Royal Highness, rep" 
sented the circumstances, and in the _— 
which he thonght the most regular and mos 
likely to accord with his wish on the ee 
He made inquiries in this application, yl 
the means of disciplining these, of ee oy 
‘them with arms, and to, learn nsisnty oo 
should apply for ammunition. He ha " sof 
ed once or twice on the commander in ote 
in the hope of obtaining an eager ist 
the subject, but, as-it tained out, wil? 
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eflect. On one of these occasions, he un- 
derstood, the noble Secretary of State was 
then conferring with his Royal Highness on 
a subject certainly of the highest importance. 
In consequence of what took place, he was 
induced to trouble his Royal Highness’s se- 
cretary with the letter above alluded to, and 
from which he read some extracts. ‘To 
these representations he received no answer. 
This circumstance, however, never led him 


to harbour an idea the least disrespectful of 


the commander in chief; on the contrary, 
he was well convinced of the talents and as- 
siduity of his Royal Highness in the execu- 
tion of his arduous and important office ; 
but his well considered opinion was, and it 
was this principally induced him to come for- 
ward to Parliament upon the subject, that it 
was totally out of the power of any one in- 
dividual, however exalted his professional me- 
rit, or extensive his powers, to attend, in the 
present circumstances of the country, and with 
such au unprecedentedly numerous force on 
foot, to all the necessary functions which their 
direction and command required. “He was 
actuated by no consideration whatever dero- 
gatory of the competence and ability of his 
K\, Highness, or wish to impede the mea- 
sures of his Majesty's government, or of hos- 
litity to the present ministers. He thought 
most favourably of the first, wished to give 
every facility in his power to the second, 
and support to the third. It was his sense 
of its being impossible for one individual 
adequately to discharge these important 
functions which induced him t6 come for- 
ward. It may be alledged against his propo- 
sition, that his R. H. was sufficiently assisted 
with the advice and co-operation of his 
Staff, whenever he thought fit to apply for 
it—-that he had the quarter-master genera}, 
and the adjudant general; to recur to when- 
ever he thought necessary. Respeciably as 
be might think. those offices filled, he was 
of opinion the arduous and extensive duties 
of their own separate departments were suf- 
ficient for the exertion of their powers, In 
Considering these topics, his lordship ob- 
served, he was unavoidably led to the re- 
petition of much of what he had advanced 
on a former occasion on the same head. The 
experience of the benefits of the military 
council in France, which led to their bril- 
liant and repeated continental victories, 
should be considered by their lordships. That 
committee or council consisted of but few 
iuembers, but it was composed of the most 


intelligent military men in France : Carnot y 


Was one of its leading members. ‘Their ele- 
vation | of the well-known gen. Hoche was 
4 striking circumstance ; while yet a serjeant 


PARL. DEBATES, Aucust 8,—Military Council, 











eg ee eae 





to 


An 
135 


of grenadiers and a very young man, that 
officer presented a memorial to the com- 
mittee, respecting the best means of termi- 
nating the war in La Vendée, which stru kk 
the committee as being so pregnant with 
sound sense and military genius, that they 
represented to Robespierre, who then had 
the chief direction of affairs, the expediency 
of elevating Hoche to command. He was 
accordingly very rapidly promoted, was soon 
after chosen to command in La Vendée, 
where it was well known how he conducted 
himself, and afterwards chosen to commend 
the projected expedition to Ireland, where, 
had he landed with a force exceeding 20,000 
men, their lordships would conceive what 
might have been done, when so much was 
achieved in that island by Humbert, an of- 
ficer inferior in talent and enterprize, atthe 
head of only 900 or 1000 men. With re- 
spect to the appointment of a inilitary coun- 
cil for the assistance of the commander in 
chief in this country, he scarcely knew how 
it could be objected to, when 1¢ was consi- 
dered that many of the leading officers of 


the state had boards or councils to assist 
: a ; ee 6 
their deliberations. For instance, the first 


lord of the Admiralty had a board of com- 
missioners to assist him. ‘The noble lord on 
the woolsack had the judges to recur to for 
assistance in his deliberations. ‘The prime 
minister himself had the assistance and ed- 
vice of the cabinet council ; and so it was 
in several cases. Why then should the mi- 
litary commander in chief be alone depriv- 
ed of the assistance and advice of his coun- 
cil? Itwas by no means his (the noble lord's) 
idea that the operations of his R. Highness 
should in the least be shackled or contracted 
by the military council, or even that they 
should possess the least control over him, 
He could recur to them for assistance or ad- 
vice, but would be at full liberty to follow 
that advice or not. However, in the present 
circumstances of the country, he deemed it 
more necessary that the military commander 
in chief should. bave assistance and advice, 
than any other of the officers he had alluded 
to. Withthem an error or false step mighs 
be easily retrieved. dn military operations 
such might be of fatal tendency. This how- 
ever, important as it was, was not the only 
topic on which he had to trouble their lord- 
ships ; but one point which he bad toadvert 
to was of uncommon delicacy ; he should 
there fore not comment upon it, a mere allu- 
sion would be sufficient. He meant the 
ofier of service which he understood had 


been made by an illustrious personagé, In 

considering this question it would be pro- 

per to recollect that his R. Highness was 
*Bb2 


ESS es 


a ate come 








e 
SO aL ALLER, 
. ~ : 


= 
“ 


ee oo EAE i + ek 
= ~-e me 
_ ba _ - 4 —eT 
> pa ee ee 7 Pe S 
. * » 
— —_ aes a » = ss s - a 


1583] 


colonel of a regiment of cavalry, and had 
no higher rank in the army—a rank, which, 
however, he had held 17 or 18 years—if 
called out, therefore, he might be placed 
under the command of an officer greatly 
his junior. Alluding to the great impor- 
tance of the life of this illustrious personage, 
jt was to be recollected with pleasure, that 
there were other members of that august fa- 
mily, of whom some were ornaments of that 
House, and an honour to their country. On 
the subject of appointments to command, 
and projected plans of defence, the noble 
ear] made some observations. In the former, 
he had to regret the omission of an officer so 
well qualified as his noble friend (the Earl of 
Moira), who commanded with so much ho- 
nour to himself and advantage to his coun- 
try in America, where, at the age of twenty- 
five, he performed the most brilliant and 
heroic actions. America, he observed, was 
acountry, from its peculiar ‘nature and the 
difficult situations with which it abounded, 
hit to form good officers : many were train- 
ed there the war betore last. The sape- 
rior knowledge which our opponents natu- 
rally possessed of the country, obliged even 
the inferior officers to advance with the 
greatest caution and circumspection. With 
respect tothe erection of works at chosen spots 
in the vicinage of the capital, and the formation 
of lines in other parts of the country, he 
made some remarks. Of defence, by the 
mode of lines, he seemed to think unfavour- 
ably, he scarcely ever knew an instance 
wherein lines, especially if they ran to any 
extent, were not ultimately forced. He was 
proceeding to comment upon these topics, 
upon which he thought some explanation 
should be given, when 7 

Lord Hobart observed, that if the noble 
earl thought proper to proceed in such a line 
of observation and discussion, with respect 
to which he would use his discretion, he 
should feel it incumbent on him to move 
the standing order for the exclusion of stran- 
gers. It should be recollected by the noble 
earl, that with respect to much of what he 
had latterly said, he could not fairly expect 
to be answered by his Majesty's ministers, 
The present circumstances were obviously 
such, as that ministers could not, consistently 
with their duty, say what they intended to 
do or not todo. He would therefore put it 
to the discretion of the noble earl, but if 
the latter persisted, he should be under the 
necessity of moving to enforce the order. 


The Earl of Sugo/k and Lord Hobar? spoke 


in explanation, after which 
The Earl of Suffolk proceeded to observe, 
that he should.then have te call the atten- 
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tion of their lordships to a topic of a different 
nature, bnt which, at the sametime, wag 
important to the general subject of the de- 
fence of the country. What he alluded to, 
was the conduct of the city of London on 
this head. ‘Their lordships wauld recollect, 
that when he last addressed them on the sub- 
ject, he alluded to certain letters he had re- 
ceived, one of which contained some strong 
assertions, and which, if true, merited the 
most serious consideration. His lordship 
then read some extracts from the letter in 
question and which seemed to contain some 
severe strictures on the conduct of those in 
power and authority in the city, with re- 
spect tu the share to be taken by the metro- 
polis in the general defence of the country ; 
the original proportion of militia to be fur- 
nished by the city of London, ‘it stated, as 
we could collect, to be 12 or 14.000 men ; 
this force it said was commuted in 1700 for 
two small regiments of militia, of 900 men 
each. It noticed the patriotism and energy 
displayed by the volunteers in the first in- 
stance, who came forward to the number of 
nearly 60,000, and declared their readiness to 
serve in any part of the kingdom ; this spi- 
rit was damped by the conduct of the chief 
magistrate, &c. who ordained that the whole 
force should be divided into four grand di 
visions, and should be ready to act in case 
of insurrection or rebellion, but in this de- 
cree,it appeared the word ‘“ invasion” was 
never once mentioned, The letter in other 
parts appeared to reflect on the cunduct of 
the liewtenancy of London with respect to 
the quota to be furnished by the city, and 
comparing it with the conduct of the pro- 
vincial deputy lieutenants, the former seem* 
ed to proceed in such a way as if they were 
ignorant that such an act as the levy ea 
masse existed. Very different was the line 
of conduct observed by the city of London, 
in the memorable days of that illustrious 
princess, Elizabeth ; it then came forward 
with spirit, alacrity, and guided by motives 
of the purest patriotism. Ships to three 
times the number. of those required by °° 
vernment as the proportion to be furnishe 

by the city, were speedily furnished and 
equipped. Men to three times the numbet 
required as its quota, were raised and pre 
pared for service, in addition to which wes 
a contribution exceeding 50000). ap 1m 
mense sum in those days. He hoped, so 
ever, the present exertions of the sar om 
would be commensurate to the great stake 
she has at issue, and in an increased propor 
tion to her present wealth and population. 


"After recapitulating a few of his leading aS 
“sitions in favour of the establishment © 














i384 


erent 
was 
e de- 
d to, 
n on 
llect, 
sub- 
d re- 
trong 
1 the 
dship 
ter in 
some 
se in 
h re- 
netro- 
ntry 5 
fur- 
ad, as 
med 3 
19 for 
ymen 
nergy 
rst ine 
ber of 
1es5 to 
is spi- 
> chief 
whole 
nd ais 
nm case 
is de- 
”” was 
other 
uct of 
rect to 
y, and 
e@ pro- 
seem-* 
y were 
evy en 
ye line 
ondon, 
str1ous 
yrward 
notives 
three 
by g° 
-nished 
.d and 
umber 
nd pre- 
ch was 
ap im- 
, how- 
ropolis 
t stake 
propor 
jJation. 
ing po 
it of A 





military council, his lordship moved to the 
following effect : “ that an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, praying that he 
would be graciously pleased to appoint a mi- 
Jitary council of general officers, and such 
other persons as his Majesty should think 
proper, and which his Majesty may have 
recourse to for advice, and which should also 
communicate with his R. Highness the com- 
mander in Chief from day to day if neces- 
sary, and also with his Majesty's ministers.” 
—On the motion being put, 

Lord Hofart rose and .observed, that on 
such an occasion he should certainly have to 
trouble their lordships but for a very short 
time. He had heard the motion, respecting 
which he must say, in genera! but distinct 
terms, that, in his opinion, if it was intend- 
ed to impede the military dispositions and 
operations of the commander in chief, no 
proceeding could be more likely to effect it, 
than the very measure recommended by the 
motion. Under this conviction it was cer- 
tainly his duty to resist it. ‘he present or- 
ganization of the staff was such as to answer 
every purpose, while the arrangements made 
under the superintendance of H.R. High- 
ness, and which met with universal appro- 
bation, must clearly evince the measure re- 
commended must have the injurious effect 
he described, or else be nugatory, which, in 
the case of its possessing no control, it 
must incontestibly be. With respect to the 
communication made by the noble earl re- 
lative to the disciplining and arming his 
tenants. he had to inform bim he took a 
wrong course —the regular mode would be 
to have represented the inatter to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of the county, who would have 
duly communicated ‘it to the Secretary of 


«gall 
State—-such was the regular chanoel. The | 


circumstance of the noble earl having re- 
ceived no answer, was no proof that his let- 
ters were not read, and their contents duly 











considered. However the affair had nothing 
to do with the department of the commander 
In chief. Besides his staff, that illustrious | 
officer had the advice and communication of | 
the district generals, who were fully com- 
Peient, from their local knowledge and ad- 
mitted abilities, to afford it: in addition 
to which government were in possession of | 
the opinions of the various generals who 
commanded last war upon all those im- 
portant topics. With regard to what had 
fallen from the noble eart relative to the 
conduct of the City of London, on the 
Present oceasion, it may be matter of 
just consideration, how far the contents of 





such letters as -he had quoted from may be 
‘rue—and of the propriety of making their 
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contents public. Much stress had better not 
be taid on such communication. In his 
opinion, the metropolis was making every 
fair and practicable exertion in the general 
defence; and should the hour of trial ever 
come, it was his confident opinion, the 
City of London would not be found backe 
ward. He had to entreat their lordships’ 
pardon for detaining them longer than he 
at first intended. As to the motion it should 
certainly have his decided negative. 

The Earl of Sufelk spoke shortly in ex- 
planation, and repeatedsome ot his obser- 
vations in favour of the appointment of a 
military council, which he begged the noble 
Secretary to recollect was proposed by him, 
to have no control whatever over the com- 
mander in chief, who would be at liberty to 
foliow its advice or not. ‘he institution he 
proposed would be of essential service even 
in time of peace; then, on such an occasion 
as the present, how necessary must be its 
adoption. 

The Earl of Bridgewater in a very low 
tone of voice made a few observations in 
support of what fel] from the noble Secretary 
of State, particularly with respect to the ace 
vantages to be derived from the communi- 
cations of the different generals, He could 
not, he said, give a silent dissent from the 
motion.—The question was then put, when 
the [arl of Suffolk's proposition was rejected 
without a division. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, August \0. 


fMinutes.]—The Warehouse Bonding 
Bill, Scotch Consolidation Tax Bill, Vote of 
Credit Bill, Vellum and Parchment Duties 
Bill, Scotch Army of Reserve Amendment 
Bill, the Substitates’ Exemption Bill, the 
Alien Regulation Bill, the Canada Juris- 
diction Bill, the Tortola Free Port Bill, the 
House of Orange Annuity Bill, the General 
Defence Amendment Bill, and the Assessed 
Taxes Consolidation Bill, were read a third 
time and passed.—The bill for better man- 
ning of the navy, went through a Commit- 
tee, and was ordered to be reported.—The 
other bills on the table were forwarded in 
their respective stages. 











ee 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, August 10. 


(Mixutes.J—The fifth report of the 
commissioners of nayal inquiry was presented 
at the bar. Ordered to be printed for the 
use of the members.— A message from the 


_ Lords, stated their ¢oncurrence f@ the fale 
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lowing bills: The Prince of Orange’s An- 
nuity, the Vote of Credit, the General De- 
fence Amendment, the Stamp Duty Con- 
solidation, fhe Assessed Taxes Consolidation, 
the Army of Reserve Amendment, the Scots 
Army of Reserve, the Canada Courts, the 
American ‘Treaty, the Warehousing and 
Bonding, the Tortola l’ree Port, the Foreign 


Note Forgery, the London Additional Force, 


the Scots Malt, the Alien, the Hackney 
Church, and two bills of amore private na- 
ture.—Captain Harvey presented a petition 
from several gallant commanders in the navy, 
praying the House to extend the powers of the 
commissioners of naval inquiry, so that they 
might examine into the nature of prize 
agency and the general conduct of prize 
causes. He meant, he said, to throw no 
imputation, nor was it the intention of any 
of the petitioners to cast any reflection on 
ihe conduct of any individual whatever that 
was in» any manner connected with the 
management of such causes, but only to be- 
seech the House that it would exert its au- 
thority, in order that some investigation 
might take place —Sir IV”, Scott after a few 
preparatory observations, read an extract 
of a letier from Admiral Colpoys, stating 
his wish that certain words in the petition 
should have been omitted. — The petition 
was then read and ordered to lie on the 
table. | 

(Vote or THANKS TO THE VOLUN- 
Teers.]—Mr. Shertdan rose to make his 
promised motion relative to the voiunteers. 
ile began by reminding the House that, 
when he first gave notice of the motion, he 
had stated his conviction “that it was of a 
nature which could give rise to no opposi- 
tion. In now rising to bring it forward, he 
was not less sanguine that it would be 
unanimously adopted. It was of a nature 
which he flattered himself would meet the 
approbation of every man ia the House, 
however. different his opinions on general 
subjects of policy. —[At this time Mr.Wind- 
ham. and some of his friends entered the 
House.] The hon. member, alluded to the 
circumstatice ; and however difficult he 
thought the task, he was not without hope 
that even these hon. members would give 
their assent to the motion. He trusted that 
whatever zeal of opposition had been mani- 
fested on other occasions, there might, at 
least, be one cordial day before their sepa- 
ration——one day in which every consideration 
was lost sight of but devotion to the cause of 
our common country. It might perhaps be 
thought by some persons that the motion 
which he was now about to submit to the 


House would have come with more propriety, 
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from one in an ostensible situation, from a 
member of his Majesty’s executive govern. 
ment. In bringing forward the motion, he 
certainly had no wish to interfere with what 


more strictly was the duty of the servants of 


the crown ; but he could not but think that 
a motion such as he had to propose was one 
which came with peculiar propriety from aa 
individual who appeared in that House as a 
volunteer in the cause of this countsy. It 
might not possess equal authority, but he 
was sure it would not be inferior in honesty 
and sincerity. In a few words which he ha 

to offer betore he submitted the motion to 
the consideration of the House, he should 
carefully abstain from every topic on which 
a diversity of opinion might arise, conscious 
as he was that some gentlemen (looking 
to the bench on which Mr. Windham and 
his friends were seated) were never back- 
ward in availing themselves of opportuni- 
ties for starting grounds of opposition. 
Before he proceeded further, he wished it 
to be distinctly understood that bis mo- 
tion was intended to include every des 
scription of individuals whose services were 


voluntarily offered at this dithcult and 


trying crisis. It would inciude volunteer 


, voluntee 
corps, corps of yeomanry, and corps w hich 


were raised by patriotic gentlemen and 
accepted by government. He thought it 
necessary thus broad!y to explain the object 
of his motion, to prevent any misconstruc- 
tion or misapprehension from  whatevct 
quarter it might proceed. There were one 
or two points on which, before he handed 
the motion to the chair, he wished to s#y 
a very few words. “At present there exis'- 
ed ‘some degree of doubt, respecting the 
proper construction’ of the clauses of the bill 
for the general defence of the country’s 
and also of the bill, by which some amb'- 
guities were meant to be removed. It was 
not sufficiently understood how fara ae 
tary offer to enter into a corps, perrions? 
accepted by his Majesty, would exempt! 3 
individuals making this offer, from the com- 
pulsory operation of the biils to ape 
had just now referred. He thought ” - 
more necessary to call the attention © $e 
House to this subject, in consequence & i 
circular letter from a noble Secretary of ct 
(Lord Hobart) in which it appeared fo S 
that the noble lord had, toa certain po 
put a false construction on the hal. 
such an authority as this had been pU 1 ee 
it was essential that the public at f ike 
should have a thorough omeeg AF ey 
true meaning of the legislature. e and 
from communications on which he nl 
place the greatest reliance, that 1) 
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shire particularly, the greatest embarrass- 
ment prevailed. If the interpretation of the 
noble lord was to be considered as decisive, 
then a power would be left to the constables 
of the different districts, to call on individuals 
to comply with the compulsory clause of the 
act, after they had entered into a volunteer 
corps, Whose services had been regularly ac- 
cepted by his Majesty's ministers. Nothing, 
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ject, on which he insisted with a good deal 
of energy. Efe was glad to see that the spi- 
rit of the country was now roused, but he 
wished that this spirit should manifest itself 
by unequivocal signs. He rejoiced to find 
that a military disposition pervaded the land, 
and he wished that the effect of this military 
disposition might be visible in a general mi- 
litary appearance in the country. In Ire- 


however, could be more clear than this, that | land, when the system of volunteers, carried 


such was not the view of the legislature. It 
was the clear spirit of the act, and he was 
anxious that it should be unequivocally un- 
derstood, that when any individual entered 
into a corps of the nature of which he had 
described, he was henceforth freed from the 


} 
! 


' 


operation of all the compulsory clauses of | 


the act. The next point on which he wished 
to make a few observations, was the mode 
in which many volunteer associations con- 
ducted their clething. He was well aware, 
and it could not have escaped the notice of 
inany other gentlemen, that many thousand 
individuals whose loyalty was undoubted, 
whose ardour to come forward in the sacred 
cause in which we are now engaged is indis- 
putable, were prevented from entering into 
volunieer associations, from the heavy ex- 
pense to-which a gaudy fashionable dress, 
calculated meérely to gratify the silly vanity 
of some persons who were too opulent to fee! 
the pressure, would expose them. They 
had every wish to appear in the ranks of their 
lellow countrymen, in defence of their So- 
vereign and their country, but they could 
hot, without the greatest inconvenience to 
their families, incur the expense which such 
dresses necessarily incurred. If the clothing 
Were more cheap, he was sure that thousands, 
Whom bo consideration but that which he 
had mentioned now deterred, would flock 
to the standard of loyalty. He could not but 
think that gentlemen in affluent circum- 
stances, and who had no reason to think of 
the expense in the choice of a dress, would 
do themselves infinite honour by appearing 
in the plainest dress possible. No man was 
‘urely, ata period like this, when the greatest 
‘irtnes were called forth, to pride himself 
in the ranks of a volunteer association on the 
nchness and the costliness of his dress. We 
Were not to tarn our attention to external 
decoraions, but fo place our confidence in 
the heart which they covered, It was not 
Idie pomp or tawdry magnificence which 


| Was to entitle members of a volunteer: asso- 


“lation to the confidence of their country. 


Tats great and trying crisis we were to 
‘OK for salvation to fortitude, to heroism, to 


‘ 





toan extraordinary pitch, left a greater pro- 
portion of the regular troops disposable for 
foreign service, every man in every part of 
the country was to be seen in his uniform. 
When he said this, he believed he spoke iu 
the hearing of some gentlemen who had wit- 
nessed the scene, and the impression which 
it produced. At that period, every man in 
the Irish House of Commons appeared in 
the dress of his appropriate association, It 
might not, perhaps, be regolar in him to 
allude to the gallery of that House; but he 
might just say, that the gallery exhibited an 
equal military appearance. The public of- 
ficers of state imitated the example, and 
even the grave judges on the bench were 
unwilling to call a counsel, unless under his 
professional gown he exhibited a uniform. 
He could not but think that the adoption of 
a similar practice now would be productive 
of the most beneficial effects, in keeping 
alive that ardour, which, fortunately for the 
country, bad now began to kindle in every 
loyal heart. Even if it had no other effect, 
but te point out those who were lukewarm 
and disaffected at this moment, when the 
loyalty of all was put to the test, he thought 
that it might be productive of infinite ad- 
vantage. As to thé space where volunteer 
associations were to be trained, he begged 
leave to offer a very few words. It was his 
opinion, that the places allotted for this pure 
pose should, in the first instance, be as se- 
cluded as possible. Till a certain degree of 
progress was made in discipline, it was in 
every point of view desirable to be separated 
from the observation of a promiscuous mul- 
titude. He needed not to remind the House, 
that there were many individuals to whom, 
under such circumstances, the stare of a vul- 
gar multitude would prodace the most un- 
pleasant sensations. There were men who 
would much more cheerfully expose them- 
selves to the shot of the enemy than enconn- 
ter the derision of motley spectators. He 
was at all times happy to hear of any fati- 
lities being given for this separate exercise, 
He mentioned, to the honour of the Duke of 
Portland, that he hed givea ap the space be- 


Contempt of death. Passing from this point, | fore his house fur the useof a volunteer as- 
There was another place, called, 


© hon. gent, next adverted to another sub- | sociation. 











Seeces Soo ss > = 


. x A —s 
pag aol ena . 
Be oe et Te = * f 
? * = . eee. > 
ee 260 . . ne 
oo < ~ “= g--y a 


~ Se 


ncn we 


SS 


— 


Fe Re a cia aaa 
ee ee eee eS 


$g1] 


he believed, Lord’s Cricket Ground, hired 
for a similar purpose at ap enormous expense, 
and at the same time unattended with the 
advantages of privacy. He was informed 
that the owners of this place, after exacting 
this inordinate price, were in the habit of 
admitting boys and other idle spectators, at 
the rate of sixpence. He felt indignan: at 
such unjust and exorbitant extortion, and he 
did not think that government would be 
stepping beyond the bounds of their just 
authority, if they insisted on the propristors 
of such grounds giving them up for the use 
of volunteer associations, on receiving a fair 
and reasonable compensation. ‘These were 
the general points to which he wished to call 
uhe attention of the House. Before ‘he sat 
down, he begged leave to advert to some 
other considerations connected, though not 
§n so intimate a manner, with the subject 
immediately before the House. No man 
had seen with greater pleasure than he had, 
the noble, patriotic, generous donations, of 
which the gentlemen at Lloyd's coffee-house 
had set so illustrious an example in the city. 
He confessed that, liberal as the subscription 
already was, it was with surprise that he 
still observed the absence of several] classes 
of the community, which he expect:d to 
have seen the first on the list. He had no 
wish to. say any thing harsh respecting the 
noble and honourable persons of whom those 
classes were composed. ‘Though they had 
mot yet come forward with their contribu- 
tions, he had no doubt that they would not 
be deficient in devotion to their country at 
this trying moment, and that, though they 
had not taken the lead, they would not shew 
themselves deficient in generosity in so sa- 
cred acause. When he looked to the amount 
of the fund at this moment, and when he 
considered how much greater it might even- 
tually become by the contribution of those 
classes to which he had referred, much as he 
admired the object to which it was originally 
appropriated, he could not help thinking that 
it might admit of a more extended applica- 
_tion.. Though originally designed solely for 
the humane and generous purpose of afford- 
ing aid to the wives, to the orphans, and the 
relatives of those who perished while fight- 
ing their country’s battles, it did appear to 
; him that so large a fund, instead of remain- 
, lng now unapplied, might, to a certain ex- 
fat, be employed in contributing to the 
vsliréct service of the country. Rewards might 
. be offered: to those who were now willing 
of@yohonteer the performance of important 
_ Mauional services, and who might be deterred 
; tagrely_ by the consideration, that in their 
absence their families would remain without 
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a provision. He did not mean to press this 
subject further at present, but thought it his 
duty to throw out these hints. for the con- 
sideration of those to whom was conimitted 
the managemen! and appropriation of the 
fund. He would, he hoped, be forgiven, if | 
he alluded to another source of assistance, i 
the beneficial effects of which had heen so ys 
liberally experienced during the last war, 
He meant to allude to the patriotic contri- ' 
butions of our fair country women. In such 
a contest as this, in which we were now cn- 





gaged, involving the preservation of «!l the 
charities and all the endearmenis ot domes- 


tic life, he could not allow himself to believe 
that they would be backward in the display 
of their patriotism. To their other charms, ' 





he was confident. they would add the charm ! 
of love to their country and their homes. ] 
The hon. gent. having gone through these ( 
topics, proceeded to advert to the description a 
of the force, to the individuals composing ti 
which, his vote of thanks would be addressed. a 
On this part of the subject, he had no sort st 
of desire to enter into any military details. F 
He was no military man, and professed di 
no power to give the House information de 
on the subject. In the course of many dis art 
cussions which had lately taken place, 1 po: 
had, however, frequently oceurred to him of ; 
that many of these details might have beea be, 
very well spared, whether proceeding from Ta ; 
military or unmilitary members of the Howse. In { 
He must, in the face of authorities deserv- the 
edly high in a military point of view, be cont 
permitted to say that, as a constitutional were 
member of Parliament, he thought the force fecti 
which was now formed for the defence ps 

ial! O 





the country one in which he felt hia , 
fully warranted in placing the amplest - 
fidence. Military men were too apt 0 os : 
every object with what they were pleased ' 
calla military eye; but with all their m" $ 
nuteness of observation they were ver) rd ; rf \ 
to overlook one little fortress, which z Rial 
should never cease to think of the mee a 
importance, and that was the fortress of - S Nou; 
constitution. If he were asked, ae , 
he did not think a hundred thousand ~ oe 
troops a more effectual body for the a a 
of the country than an equal number pane’ 
tia, velunteers, and yeomanry, he-cere" 
could have no difficulty in giving hi a 
Undoubiedly, for every military sty woul 
such a regular force was superio': | ¢ cage 
maintain, however, that in addition eid 
gular army of a certaim maguity at geo 
consisting of militia,» voluntee!> - 
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this he did not speak of an army for the 
purpose of carrying on a continental war, 
but a force such as it behoved us to keep up 
when the necessity of cultivating mulitary 
habits was more imperiously imposed on us 
by the ambition and the malignity of a fo- 
reign enemy, whom nothing could satisfy 
short of our destruction. He liked the force 
the better, because it was a diversified cha- 
racter. In the first instance the preference 
was given to the regular troops; the militia, 
the volunteer corps, and the yeomanry, suc- 
ceeded in their claims to distinction. ‘There 
was in such a force a connexion which nrust 
ever make it formidable to a foreign enemy. 
There was in its compositions a facility tor 
separation, which, in a constitutional view, 
he should always regard with satisfaction. 
Great standing armies, however disciplined 
and powerful, were not to be implicitly 
trusted. He might refer to numerous ex- 
amples in proof of this position. A most 
striking instance occurred in the army of 
France. Never was there an army better 
disciplined, more brave, or apparently more 
dependent on the throne; but that very 
army was constituted, and on which every 
possible reliance was placed, in the course 
ofa very few hours suffered the monarchy to 
be overtuned, and the revolution to triumph. 
In making this allusion, it was the farthest 
in the world from his intention to impeach 
the loyalty of our regular army. 
contrary, he believed that no body of men 
Were ever animated with truer or more af- 
fectionate attachment to. their sovereign. He 
admired, however, the present constitution 
of our military force, as being exempted 
from the inconveniencies and the evils which 
attached to a certain degree to all standing, 
exclusive, permanent armies. By such a 
Constitution, the strength and efficiency of 


the whole was confirmed .and consolidated. 


He liked the present attitude of the coun- 
(ty, whether we looked forward to the con- 


5 iauance of war or to the conclusion of 


peace. On the subject of peace he should 
Just say one word. He should be the ready 
advocate of peace, if it could be obtained on 
terms consistent with the national hofiour 
and safety, This, however, he would dis- 
Unctly say, and he was sure that he spoke 
the language of his Majesty's ministers when 

® made the declaration, that no peace could 

‘formed, no negotiation cou'd be listened 
to, no offer for negotiation could be accept- 
ed, while there was a hostile army in any part 
of the united empire, If he, had supposed it 
Possible for ministers to have entertained 
,2atrary sentiments, he should have feit it 


wae to have brought forward @ distinct 
o..[y, 
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} proposition, that the minister who should 
| listen to so disgraceful a proposition, would 
as the punishment of his infamy. He stated 
it distinctly, therefore, as what he conceived 
was the unalterable resolution of ministers, 


| 
| deserve to be impeached, and to lose his head 
| 


| 


that xo proposal for peace shou’d be entertain- 
ed, while a single French soldier had a foot- 
ing on British ground !! The hon, gent., 
atier this patriotic effusion, went on to re 
commend unanimity on this interesting oc- 
casion. He did not call on gentlemen to 
give up their opinions. He did not wish by 
any means to dictate to them the, course of 
political conduct which they were to pursue. 
Within the walls of that. House every man 
had a fair right fully and unequivocally to 
declare his opinions on public affairs. He 
might be permitted, however, to entreat of 
gentlemen, that as the periodof their sepa- 
ration was now at hand, they would not ut- 
ter such sentiments out of doors; that they 
would not resort to any measures which could 
damp the increasing ardour and energy of the 
country; that they would not lend the sanction 
of their names to sentiments which coming 
from unauthorized sources, had never been 
received with any portion of favour, All 
that he asked of them was, to suspend their 





On the | 





political animosities for a moment; mot to 
represent the servants of the crown as weak 
and inefficient, ata moment when confidence 
in their exertions was so necessary to the 
salvation of the country ; not to waste that 
time, and those talents in party spirit aod 
intrigue, which might. be so much more 
worthily employed in performing the sub- 
lime and animated duties of patriotism, 
This was a moment which called on every 
honest man to unite heart and hand in sup, 
port of all that is dear to us as a great and 
free people, agaimst the greatest danger 
with which we were ever.threatened, It 
was not, surely, asking too much of hon. 
gentlemen, to ask them, during the short 
recess of Parliament, to suspend all pur- 
suits, to relinguish all pursuits of secondary 
importance, and to think only of the great 
cause which interested all minds and at- 
tracted all hearts. Surely their party spi- 
rit was not so violent, their hostility to mi- 
nisters were not so virulent, as at all to 
come in competition with the great object 
of saving the country, which they aniforml 

declared was,the first object of their resin 
employe 


In that short interval, prorers 
e rend 


much important service might 


to the country. Much might be done in 
giving a proper direction 40 that’ spirit of 
* patriotism which now fortunately pervaded 
every part of the empire. 
*Ce 
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small sacrifice be made to patriotism, and 
when they once more assembled in that 
House, they might again resume their fa- 
vourite pursuits, under the pleasing consci- 
ousness, that they had contributed their 
eflorts to the general safety, that the patri- 
otism of the people at large had at Jength 
secured us against enemies, however ma- 
ligznant, and dangers however formidable. 
The hon. gent. in conclusion, declined oc- 
cupying the time of the House, by any 
arguments in support of his motion. The 
zeal, the fortitude, the promptitude, with 
which the volunteer associations had obeyed 
the call of their country in the hour of her 
danger, could never be sufficiently admired. 
He would not expatiate on their conduct, 
he would leave it without comment to the 
honest unbiassed feelings of the House. 
He then moved, “ That the thanks of this 
House be given to the volunteer and yeo- 
manry corps, for the zeal and promptitude 
with which they associated for the defence 
of the country, ‘in this important and dan- 
geérous crisis.’—He also moved—* That a 
return of the different volunteer corps be 
laid’ béfore the House, in order that they 
may be handed down to posterity, by being 
entered on the Journals.” 
General Gascoyne seconded the motion, 
and observed, that great exertions had been 
made by the town which he had the honour 
of representing, though the service of one 
particular corps, which he thought peculiarly 
entitled to consideration, had not been ac- 
cepted. He therefore hoped the motion 
would pass without a dissenting voice. There 
was one thing only which he conceived ob- 
jectionable in the constitution of the volun- 
teer corps, and unfortunately it was an evil 
which was every day running to a greater 
extent. It was, that men of rank and for- 
tune, and abilities, enrolled themselves as 
hy in a great number of corps. When 
e¢ heard of members of the other House 
entering themselyes as privates io the Law- 
yers’ Corps, and some in this House, too, 
he'rheatit the Master of the Rolls (a laugh), 
he ‘ofifessed he felt much regret. For when 
the pteservation of law and arder was one of 
the objects for which we were at war, he 
_ thought it right that the distinction of ranks, 
“which ‘made s6 ‘essential a part of that order, 
foul Be’ Kept up. A promiscuoas enrol- 
“ment‘of persons of this kind was also disad- 
r bus'in a military point of view; for 
rere) Many duties annexed to the si- 
at private soldier, which they nei- 
ta perfor, Hor could be expected to 
tform, and he wished no man to énter 
e Tanks who was not capable of doing all 
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the duties of a soldier, and in a situation to 
be commanded to do all those duties if occa- 
sion required. He wished also to observe, 
that the number of men now in arms a- 
mounted to 300,000, independent of many 
offers which had not yet been accepted & 
from difficulties of form, which were very fea 
easy to be got over, the principal difficulty [Ry 
being, that the offer was for limited ser- : 4 
vice; and that being almost universally ob- ; 
viated, as soon as it was understood to be 

a difficulty, by withdrawing the offers, in 

order to renew them for more extended i 
service. There was also another miscon- 
ception, which prevailed to a considerable 
extent, and which interfered with the ob- 
jects of the volunteer service; it was, that 








those corps, whose offers had orizinally 
been accepted for limited service, were ' 
not subject to the exertion of the preroga- s 
tive, so as to be called, if occasion should F 
require, to service more extended. When t 
these difficulties and misconceptions were t' 
removed, he conceived, that with such a v 
force as we had, and with that force daily Pp 
increasing, it would be very wrong to con- uf 
fine our system of warfare to the defensive. re 
It was the common practice of the great in 
generals and military heroes, celebrated in th 
history, when their territory was invaded frc 
or menaced, to carry the seat of war into 

the enemy’s country. He trusted, there- ter 
fore, that when the spirit which prevailed on 
every where in the country, was matured, the 
and rendered steady by discipline, so glo me: 
rious an impulse would not be suffered to lav 
waste itself, without reaping that harvest as 
of glory, to which it was entitled ; nba of y 
he feared the enemy would not give t the mn 


opportunity of gathering the laurels 

which it wie sO ieittons i British groun¢, turn 
that opportunity should at least be ct ne righ 
on the enemy’s shore. He was the “en eq 
desirous to impress this consideration on : 
Majesty’s ministers, as those po genet 
which were only anticipation when he rz 

pressed it, were now advanced, and — Y 
day approached nearer to nero age i 

country was the more called upon anit 
an attempt, as our fleet afforded -_ tone 
may not be improperly called a bei 
bridge to the Continent. He believ 
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wished every person, from the peer to the 
labourer, to adopt a military character, 
under the circumstances suited to their 
respective situations; and he wished this 
attention to the diversity of situation the 
more, as he was aware there was no defi- 
ciency of spirit in any situation. He 
would here say one word of a corps, of 
gentlemen, which he understood was to be 
formed, though he was not yet aware 
whether their services were to be accepted 
ornot. He wished the gentlemen who 
proposed to enter this corps, to consider 
how much more effectually they would 
promote the service, by entering in their 
proper stations into othercorps. The very 
difference of treatment, as a collective 
corps, which they would have in the ser- 
vice, when each would be attended by a 
servant to take care of him, would excite 
discontent in the other corps serving with 
them. He wished that considerations of 
this kind were attended to, though they 
were not of any great comparative im- 
portance. He was sure, that if the spirit 
that yRisyene all ranks was properly di- 
rected, we should be very soon in that state, 
in which we should have nothing to fear from 
the enemy, and he would have much to fear 
from us. The motion had his cordial assent, 
Mr. Chapman, after ,disclaiming any in- 
tention of disturbing the unanimity desired 
on the motion of Mr. Sheridan, adverted to 
the case of the officers in the East-India 
Company's service now in England, who 
having been alluded to by the Sec. at War, 
a3 a resource to assist in disciplining the army 
of reserve, had offered their services in the 
miost gallant manner. To these offers, how- 
ever, he understood no answer had been re- 
turned, Such couduct he considered neither 
right nor handsome towards men who had - 
frequently met the French in the tield, were 
at the storming of Seringapatan, and at 
other enterprises equally bold and daring ; 
that there could be no doubt of their doing 
honour to any service on which they might 
be employed ; but, that from the state of 
suspence in which they were kept, they 
were precluded from coming: forward in 
any other line. Mr. Chapman then declared 
that he could not accept his dismissal with- 
ont. expressing an earnest hope, that after 
the generous and laudable exertions of the 
Volunteers, added to those of the other gal- 
ant troops in the service of their country, 
should have placed it in a state of perfect 


caer against hostile attacks, means would 


found of annoying the enemy. That 
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these were abundant he had not a doubt ; 
and, with the permission of the House, he 
would venture to suggest a quarter whence 
some of them might be derived. Mr. Chap- 
man then proceeded to state, that in the east 
a population of fifty millions yielded obedi- 
ence to the mild sway of the sceptre of our 
benevolent sovereign. That this population 
added to that of our own islands, was not 
inferior to the number of the host which 
trembles under the coercive rod of the 
Consul of France. That he meant not to 
aver that our fellow subjects in the east were 
physically equal in energy or bodily strength 
to the hardy sons of more northern regions. 
Nor would he propose to bring, them to 
But it was a jus- 
tice due to them to declare them capable of 
a very high degree of military discipline, to 
possess great personal bravery, and to have 
manifested a fidelity to our cause in dificul- 
ties unexampled. That his Majesty pos- 
sessed dominions situated in climates similar 


| in many parts to their own, He alluded 


to the West-Indies. That in these he was 
of opinion, that a large part of the force en- 
teatained either for offensive or defensive 
operations, if raised for the express purpose, 
and under due precautions, might be ad- 
vantageously drawn from ovr possessions in 
the east. That this force would. be, found 
the best adapted to the service, That it 
would prove alike capable of resisting the 
vertical sun of the day, and the pernicious 
damp of the night? That by becoming a 
counterpoise to the negro population, it 
would afford security to the planters against 
their insurrections, and scour the mountains 
when they might retire tothem. That were 
these troops encouraged to take their fami- 
lies with them to the islands, aided also by 
other means that might be adopted. of 
peopling them in part from the east, he had 
no hesitation in fondly expecting, that, in 
the process of time, they would produce 
a race of orderly, industrious freemen, both 
to cultivate aud to defend them; and, in the 
end, do away the necessity of having farther 
recourse to the odious and atrocious .practice 
of the slave-trade. Mr. Chapman farther 
stated, that on the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean, eastern troops, disciplined. by British 
officers, and having the paths of bonoar and 
glory pointed out to them by British valour, 
and animated by British example, would be 
found equal,to any service required nf em, 
And were it necessary, in our own, di f 

to follow the example, set_us. by. the | 
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useful to his opponents, these troops would | the hon. gent., which would be perfectly 


be found adequate to occupy and to main- 
tain them, 

Lord Castlereagh, in answer to his hon. 
friend, who had spoken last, said, it was true, 
that the officers in the East-India Company 
had, with that zeal that distinguished them on 
all occasions, tendered theirseryices : he was 
sure also, that whether those services were ac- 
cep’ ¢ or not, they would wait the result of 
the consideration, and the decision of the 
authority to which they had submitted them. 
The offer were transmitted in the only man- 
ner in which they could be transmitted regu- 
Jarly, first by the respective officers ta the 
Court of Directors, and by the Court of Di- 
rectors to the commander in chief; and he 
had seen letters acknowledging, in the most 
handsome terms, the receipt of the offers. 
He was not aware of the answer that was to 
be given. He beheved that there was an im- 
pediment ta the acceptance of the offers of 
the superior eflicers, fronithe number of re- 
gimenis in the army of reserve being not 
greater than could be officered out of the 


fine, from which it was certainly right that’ 


the officers should in the first instance be 
taken, One word he wouid offer, in ex- 
planation of what was nothing more thaa 4 
misunderstanding of the letter of his noble 
friend (Lord Hobart). There could be no 
doubt that the acting volunteers. were not 
liable to be called on to be tramed and dis- 
ciplined in the proportion to be raised in the 
first instance of the force under the general 
defence act. It was evidently the intention 
of the noble lord’s letter, as well as of the 
act, that the force first called forth should 
be composed of volunteers. 
fle number of volunteers, to entitle any per- 
son to asuspension of the compulsory clauses, 
at three-fourths of the first class described in 
the general defence act, and since thata 
power of suspending the execution of those 
compulsory clauses was given in cases when 
six times the amount of the original militia 
came forward. The compulsory clauses may 

@ enforced if a greater number should be 
leemed necessary at any future period. 

Mr. Windham wished it were iv his power 
to gratify the hon. gent. who introduced the 
motion before the House, in conforming to 
the wish he had expressed, that no discus- 
siob should arise on this measure, The hon. 

ent. had, indeed, shewn more earnestness 
in making his wish than attention and fide- 
Hity in pursuing it; for while he deprecated 
discussion, he contiuned to throw out so 
oony things to provoke it, that it was impos- 


sible his wish could he complied with. If 


The act fixed. 
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consistent with his former misconceptions 
an< misrepresentations, imagined that he was 
going to oppose the vote, he was entirely 
mistaken. It was among the fancies of the 
hon. gent. that he had spoken with disparage- 
ment of the militia and the volunteer corps. 
With respect to the volunteer corps, he bad 
not a doubt of their xeal and spirit; and he 
was satisfied that in the day of trial they 
would serve their country in every way be- 
coming Englishmen. He had said nothing 
to give offence to the militia, The whole 
amount of what he had said was, that with 
all the zeal and spirit which he always allow- 
ed them, they did not possess those qualities 
of soldiers which it was impossible to pos- 
sess without having beenin action. He had 
been told that what he had said given great 
dissatisfaction to the militia. If he had saidno 
more than this, and he believed he had not, 
he had only done his duty, which he would 
always to the best of his opinion, whether 
it excited dissatisfaction or not. He hoped, 
how ever, there was no dissatisfaction on this 
point, for he would be sorry that a fecling, 
so little respectable as to be offended with- 
aut acause, should belong to the ,militia. 
But he dissented entirely from the propriety 
of laying it down as a rule of conduct to say 
or do nothing without first considering whe- 
ther it is likely to give satisfaction. If he 
was to call to the recollection of the House 
an administration, but the word recollection 
could not with propriety be applied to what 
was present (a daugh) ; if he was to describe 
an administration which had acted on this 
system, the House would easily discern the 
consequences of it. The administration 
which he alluded to, considered always no 
what ought to be done, but what could be 
done with satisfaction ; what would give 
satisfaction to the country gentlemen ; what 
would give satisfaction to the aue? 
cers ; what would give satisfaction ep 
subscribers at Lloyd’s, and the holders he 
omnium —(a laugh). To this spirit ye 
country was indebted, first, for the gh 
peace, and the many other blessings © 
same kiod that followed in its train = 20° 
we looked for the consequences of it, ys 
should find them in our present sitpation, © 
which they led. With respect to the — 
before the House, it was like many 0°” 
: . join his asseD's 
to which one was induced to join sane 
because he could not dissent without © 
proving. Hehad noobjection to 8 
thanks. It was here in some aay 
in public places, where one joing? - other 
plause, because he could make | 
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noise which would not have the effect of 
censure —(a@ d/augh). But if he were to 
epeak as a volunteer, he should say, ‘‘ for 
God's sake, keep your thanks till we have 
done something to deserve them.” It should 
be considered, that the volunteer corps were 
but just formed, and that many had chosen 
volunteer service to avoid compulsory ser- 
vice. It should be recollected, ‘that at other 
times we had had volunteers, who had come 
forward without any influence or compul- 
sion, and that no thought was entertained of 
bestowing on them, in the first instance, a 
vote like that now proposed. All that the 
House of Commons had to give to the 
most distinguished services by sea and land 
was its thanks; and when volunteer corps 
were to receive those thanks for coming 
forward at such a crisis, with a service 
which they would otherwise be compel- 
Jed to render, he feared: that this which 
was hitherto justly considered as the high- 
est and most valuable testimony of the most 
transcendent merit and the most emi- 
nent service, would become less valu- 
able. He should think it the proper time to 
vote the thanks of the House when they had 
expelled Buonaparté, or even now he should 
think it right to thank the Irish volunteers, 
for suppressing the rebellion; and when the 
House was called upon for such a vote, he 
thought there should at least have been some 
direction from his Majesty. Here he should 
leave this subject ; but there was another on 
which he should say a few words, and here 
he should lay the ground for this privilege, 
under the prohibition of the hon. gent. who 
introduced the motion before the House. 
The hon. gentleman's wish went to deprive 
the House of its most valuable functions, 
when no one was allowed to speak, no one 
could hear; and when no one was allowed 
to illumine, no one could be enlightened. 
The doctrine was rather new, and, in his 
Opinion, was not very wise. He wished the 
hon. gent, had been in the House when his 
hon. friend (Mr. Fox) had so properly ex- 
erted his abilities on a subject somewhat 
related to this, on a former night. In a ca- 
binet composed of military men, military 
discussions were yet necessary to be gone 
nto: what was the case in the cabinet was 
also the case here; and though he was not 
4 military man; he would not surrender the 
right which he had as a member of Parlia- 
ment, to offer his sentiments, which, while 
they were urged with modesty, would, he 

ped, always contain something useful ; 
but least of all would he consent to deprive 
tbe House of the advantage of hearing the 
observations and arguments of those expe- 
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rienced military gentlemen, who were best 
able to give Parliament an accurate view 
of the danger of the country, and at the sane 
time to point the measures best calculated 
for its defence and security. He thought 
that great discretionary powers, when pro. 
perly managed, may be of service; but, 
when the use made of the power that already 
existed was erronedus, he could not think 
it right to lodge still greater powers in the 
same hands. He condemned the principle 
of having recourse to volunteer corps in- 
stead of calling forth volunteer service in 
other modes. From the sort of training 
which these corps received, there was an 
opportunity of judging of the manner in 
which they would be brought into action. 
The companies’ would be collected into re- 
giments, and the regiments formed into bri- 
gades. He did not think they would be 
good for any thing in that way; neither did 
he think, that any judicious officer would 
accept of them. It was not true that num- 
bers always made strength, neither could 


| that other comfortable saying, that if they 


did no good they could do no harm, be ap- 
plied in this instance. ‘They would incuim- 
ber the movements, obstruct the roads, and 
consume the provisions (a Jaugh), and which 
should also be a main consideration, they 
would be a great depository of panic, if, as 
was not unlikely, they once caught it. Un- 
der all these disadvantages, any skilful and 
judicious officer, instead of accepting their 
services, would rather say, place them at a 
distance. Such an officer would consider 
them as a wrestler would regard heavy gar- 
ments, and say, let me have clear ground, 
free from any incumbrance: an armed po- 
pulation, when it was once trained, would 
furnish out of it corps more generally useful, 
and whose services and co-operation the 
best officers would think desirable. . He re- 
garded as the most essential instrument of 
defence, a force like this, possessed of all the 
characteristics of a loose light infantry ; 
quick in loading and firing. When the po- 
pulation of the country was thus trained, 
every where that the enemy moved, a host 
would hang on him, and follow him like a 
swarm of insects, for ever buzzing in his 
ears, for ever teasing, harassing, and annoy- 
ing him. If, combined with this force, we 
had the advantage of fortifications, the utility 
of which had been so strongly enforced: by 
the hon, gent. behind him (Col. Craufurd), 
and large armies (for latge armies we should 
have), thé fate of the country would not: de- 
pend on one of two pitched battles; but it 
would be one continued warfare, in which 
every inch of ground would be disputed both 
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This was his 
Opinion as to the proper mode of executing 
the measure of general armament. If the 
idea had been taken up, which he sugested, 
a large force would by this time have been 
half trained, and nearly ready to be applied 
to the services for which it may be thought 
advisable. There were some measures in 
which a great progress may be made at the 
very commencement, and others in which 
no progress could be made for a long time. 
This measure of general armament was one 
of the latter description, in which, though 
much had been done in Parliament, no pro- 
gress was yet made in fact. It was like a 
July brewing, which, with the delay of fer- 
menting, drawing off, and bottling, would 
not be fit to drink till Christmas. His Ma- 
jesty’s ministers were fond of clatter, and 
they thought that the machinery he recom- 
mended would do nothing, because it was 
silent. He considered it a very great ab- 
surdity to suppose, that what was known to 
every man in England was unknown to the 
government of France, he meant the actual 
state of préparation in which we were. As 
to the vote of thanks which the hon. gent. 
proposed, he had to observe, that the hon. 
gent. had given up what he so much insisted 
cn at first, the execution of the compulsory 
part of the measure of general defence, and 
that he was now gone into the other ex- 
treme, and was entirely for volunteers. 
Against that principle, as it was now acted 
upon, he begged leave to enter his protest. 
On the mere question of the vote of thanks 
he had nothing to say, and therefore should 
do no more than to press most seriously the 
consideration of providing this. force with 
arms ; for without a proper attention to the 
state in which it was as to arms, no effectual 
aid could be expected’from it. He confess- 
ed he did not like the manner in which his 
hon. friend (Col. Craufurd) had been sneered 
at, when he pressed this point the other 
night. He therefore chose to take it up, 
When the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Sheridan) pressed for unanimity, he 
Jaid the foundation for a truce; and when 
lie said this was the last day of the session, 
he wished gentlemen to abstain from all re- 
ference to former diffences of opinion, all 
charges’ against ministers, and all party sen- 
timents, and to gbstain from urging these 
topics ti]] the next meeting. He could not 
help thinking that the hon. gent. was a little 
too particular in enumerating the points, with 
respect to which he wished::this abstinence 
to be obsetved': “Heéc'tommemoralio est quasi 
exprobatio,” (A laugh.) “He should say a 

» by way of contrasiing 
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what the hon. gent. now’ said with the man- 
ner in which he had acted on former occa- 
sions, Parliament was different from that 
class of men, where it was said that the doc- 
trine should be attended to, without regard- 
ing the practice. But he would allow the 
hon. gent. the benefit of the maxim. He 
thought he remembered times of difficulty 
throughout the course of the last ten or 
twelve years, in which he allowed nothing 
that he could call wrong to go by without 
censure, and without maintaining that it 
might fairly be attacked. The hon. gent. 
Was not amiss in arraigning al] measures, 
and in raising every species of opposition. 
The hon. gent. wished for unanimity, and in 
one sense he would have it. If unanimity 
was meant to apply to the defence of the 
country, there could be no doubt that this 
unanimity existed. He should wish to know, 
what part of his conduct had embarrassed 
the public service, or given ground for the 
charge of factious opposition ; and when he 
and those gentlemen who generally sat near 
him, were charged with such things, he 
wished the instances to be cited. He had 
the satisfaction to think that most of those 
measures on which he and his hon. friends 
took an active part, were rendered more per- 
fect in-their passage towards the House, and 
that he and his hon. friends contributed to 
the improvement. He also disclaimed the 
charge of factious opposition. He had not 
opposed all thingsindiscriminately. He had 
never once opposed a‘tax bill, though he 
knew gentlemen in another opposition, who, 
during the course of ten years, never suf- 
fered a tax bill to pass without comment. 
If it was his object, or that of his friends, {0 
give a factious opposition, he should be sorry 
they were such horrid bunglers as not '0 
execute the design better, by taking advan- 
tage of many opportunities of annoyance 
which they had suffered to go by. Now, 
when all ‘were unanimous in the defence of 
the country, and every thing concerned with 
it, because every man had his all at stake, 
and that brought the necessity of vig eee 
nimity home, he should be sorry ‘0 ai 
from that unanimity, but that by this he se 
sented to seal his approbation of ae 
ministers had-done, or that he gurrendere 
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ought not to be pardoned ; but if true, he 
would say again, that the eyes of the country 
onght not to be shut to it. It was worse 
than all to have a weak government, and to 
cenfide in it; for then the country leaned 
on a broken reed, which would certainly let 
it down. When a government regulated 
itself by public opinion, the proper way to 
correct it was, to apply the correction through 
the public opinion, to which it looked up so 
much, He denied the principie, that be- 
cause a government was under difficulties, 
it was therefore to be the more relied on. 
The increase of danger naturally created 
unanimity. The rebellion in Ireland had 
created an unanimity of this kind, and a 
French invasion would create it still more. 
He, therefore, protested against an unani- 
mity which would go to preclude the right 
of censure ; and when this was the last day 
of discussion, and there would be no other 
opportunity till the next session, he thought 
it his duty to avail himself of this right; 
and as the hon. gent. proposed to carry his 
restriction still further, and to abridge the 
liberty of speech out of doors during the 
vacation, as he proposed to lock him and his 
friends up in this manner, and to put the 
key in his pocket—(a Jaugh) ;—he thought 
it proper at least to save their right, by 
his protest, lest it be considered as entirely 
lapsed and surrendered by disuse, Having 
said this, he had no objection that the mo- 
tion should pass, and the hon. gent. may, 
if he pleased, go about as master of the 
ceremonies, making his bow (o every one 
of the corps, and returning them thanks 
where they were not at all expected. 

The Secretary at War confessed himself 
unable to follow the hon. gent. through all 
the detail into which he had entered, re- 
lative to the superiority of regular troops, 
and the inconvenience that might arise from 
the employment of a loose irregular mass, 
0 conjunction with them, by ils becoming 
an incumbrance in their operations, every 
syllable of which was: irrevelant to the 
motion which had been submitted to the 

ouse, But he could not overlook the ob- 
‘crvation of the right hon. gent., with re- 
gard to the system pursued by his Majesty’s 
s0vernment, which he had stated to be er- 
roneous,’ No person could appreciate that 
system, unless he were in the secret cf his 
Majesty’s ministers, and! as the right hon. 
sent. had admitted himself ignorant of the 
ae system they meant to adopt, such a 

ti nee come witha bad grace from 
that ,. € was himself free to acknowledge, 
das was intended to give every encou- 

ment to voluntary service, as well such 
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as had been found beneficial during the last 
war, as of the description specified in the 
late bill. He was not one of those who 
accused the right hon, gent. with depreci- 
ating the militia and volunteers ; because, 
though some heated and unguarded expres- 
sions had escaped him in the warmth of 
debate, the right hon, gent. had shewn, by 
hisexplanations, that his observations ap- 
plied to a force of either description only as 
toa force that was not regular, But what- 
ever respect he entertained for the opinion 
of the right hon, gent. he could not but 
lament that he employed the whole weight 
of his authority to decry, though not to 
oppose, the measures which his Majesty's 
ministers thought it advisable to adopt 5 
and he was of opinion ihat ministers hada 
right to complain, that the right hon, gent., 
when he had a seat in the cabinet, and 
was convinced of the magnitude of. the 
danger to which the country was exposed, 
had not made known his sentiments, nor 
brought forward the necessary measures for 
his security. The volunteer system, though 
it had_ in his opinion been carried to too 
great an extent during the Jast war, he 
looked on as a salutary one; but as to the 
charge of the right hon. gent,, that it was 
the intention of his Majesty’s ministers to 
convert the force to be raised by the gene- 
ral levy into a voluuteer force; he was at 
a loss to know where he could have formed 
any just foundation for it. If there were 
any instances in which that should be the 
case, he would himself undertake to shew, 
that the circumstances of the district re. 
quired such a modification. In some dis- 
tricts it would be necessary to form the men 
into regiments or battalions, in others into 
independent companies; and in others 
again it would be expedient not to form 
them into companies at all; so that it would 
be impossible toact upon any general prin-~ 
ciple; and arrangements should be made 
with reference to the local circumstances of 
the districts; and to the dangers to which 
they should be exposed. Having said this, he 
should hope that no general criticisin should, 
be entered into, with -respect to the con; 
duct of his Majesty's ministers, who were, 
undoubtedly subject to a heavy and serious. 
responsibility, but who were not. treated. 
with all the fairness and candour.in certain > 
quarters, which they had a right to expect; 
yet he trusted the House would be disposed 
to dg them pustice, and suspend is, judg- 
ment until their conduct and measares 
could be fairly estimated om their, crits, 
The right hon. gent. had amused ‘immselé 
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was surprised to hear him assert gravely, 
that the bill for the general levy had creat- 
ed much fu;s and confusion in carrying it 
into execution, but had not yet produced 
a single man, at atime too when there 
was a great and augmenting force every 
where visible in the country, which in a 
short tine would be snfficient to place it 
completely out of danger. If the right 
hon, gent. had looked round him, even in 
the city ef London, he might have observed 
that a considerable augmentation of force 
had already taken place, which was every 
day increasing, as well there as inthe other 
parts of the kingdom, He acknowledged 
himself incapable of stating, with certainty, 
the number of volunteers in the whole 
kingdom, but he was sure he could not be 
mistaken in computing them to amount, at 
this moment, to between one hundred and 
one hundred and fifty thousand. He should 
join most heartily in the present motion for 
a vote of thanks, because he was of opinion, 
that it would contribute greatly to excite 
farther exertions ; and, that there was no 
honest man that would not concur with the 
hon. gent. who had made it. Though he 
could not admit that it had been brought 
forward prematurely, he agreed with the 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) altogether, 
as to the sacredness of the thanks of that 
House. He felt that at so momentous a 
crisis as {he present, when so much would 
depend on the zeal, spirit, and exertions 
of every individual, the House should re- 
lax a little from its rigid observance of 
forms, and not too precise in adverting to 
precedents. The right hon. gent. seemed 
to him not to be aware, that, at the end 
of last war, the thanks of the House had 
been voted to the volunteer corps, and 
though that had been at the end of a war, 
no greater energy, courage, or exertion, 
had been displayed on the present occa- 
sion, The right hon. gent. said, he had no 
objection to a vote of thanks of the House 
to the volunteers of Ireland, who, the right 
hon. gent. affirmed, had saved the capital. 
As to this Circumstance he should first say 
that the government of Ireland had not 
beén surprised, nor had the volunteers 
saved the capital. They had acted with 
three or four regiments composin the gar- 
rison of Dublin, and for their gaflait con- 
duct in conjunction with these troops were 
entitled ‘to every praise. He should not 
pursue ‘this subject further ; but he could 


| not have listened to the assertion, that the 
volunteers aldfie had saved the capital of 
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Mr. Charles Dundas declared that no 
man could more sincerely vote for the mo- 
tion of the hon. member than he should, 
because he thought the spirit of the coun- 
try ought to be cherished. He rose merely 
to reply to some observations which had 
fallen from the right hon. gent. opposite, 
relative to the provisional cavalry. He had 
himself the honour to command one of those 
regiments, for which alone he could an- 
swer, and which had been reviewed by a 
general sent for the purpose from the War- 
Office, whose report had been highly fa- 
vourable, and when he mentioned General 
Garth, he referred to a military authority 
that would stand high with the House. He 
therefore challenged the right hon. gent. 
to produce any report of any military man 
that could give sanction to the observations 
he had indulged in. He had come forward 
ds a country gentleman, when the situation 
of the country called for exertion ; and he 
trusted he should meet the indulgence of 
the House for obtruding himself upon its 
notice; when called to it by the observa- 


tions of the right hon. gent, He begged 





to remind the right hon; gent., that the 
present was a crisis when every man ought 
to come forward as a soldier : he begged 
to remind that right hon. gent. that the 
present measure would tend to promote his 
ido}, the army, and that it would relieve the 
state {from a buarthen which it would be un- 
equal to in the maintenance of a regular 
force equal to the defence of the country. 

Mr. Windham explained. He did not 
mean to make the least allusion to any pat- 
ticular corps ; he only intended to state 
generally that the volunteers would not, a 
all events, be found as serviceable as the 
House seemed to imagine ii would. ey 

Mr. Wilberforce expatiated on the sf i 
known patriotism and bravery of English- 
men at eyery period, of their history, 4° 
thence inferred that it would be useless to 
thank the country for doing no more ia 
what it had always done on every occasiO 
where the exigency of their affairs requir : 
it. He would not wish. to have ip Enon 
that they were thanked by the legisiatere 
for what they had hid a 
might be construed, tosmply some pe had 
doubt, or to cofvey, an. idea that tig a 
exceeded our expectations, Engiis oss 
wanted no such stimulus, to incite e 
towards the defence of their aye tit ’. 
He then gave a description of the li = : 
as well as the patriotism, of that part, a8 
country which he said. he had + hen a 
to represent, and acquainted tered into 
that a subscription had been en 
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there, upon nearly a similar plan to that 
in the city of London, and that several 
thousands had been already put down. He 
then adverted to the difference between a 
regular and a volunteer force, and said he 
thought that a man might be trained to 
wheel, to fire, &c. and yet not be able to 
«¢ snatch a grace beyond the rules of art.”’ 
This drew to his mind the intrepid conduct, 
the collected thought, and the most arduous 
enterprising spirit ofour gallant countryman, 
Sir Sidney Smith, on whom he passed the 
highest encomiums, declaring that by land 
or at sea his exploits were equally mani- 
fest and equally splendid ; that he was Ite 
that justly celebrated hero of English history, 
the Duke of Mariborough, who made the 
most discordant principles of nature unite in. 
support of the cause which he espoused. 
There was something, however, in the very 
nature of the present volunteering system, 
however aident, brave, or zealous its 
members might be, which he thought made 
them liab'e to objection, Many trom their 
are, their state of health, or their con 

nexions in life, would be found not fit to 
endure the hardships which many others in 
the same corps were ready and able to 
bear. He would avoid treading on military 
grounds as much as possible, but confessed 
he hoped it would be the means of eliciting 
the observations of gentlemen far better 

qualified, and whose ideas might, accord- 

ing to his opinion, be serviceable to the 

House (looking towards Col. Craufurd). 

Ali that he meant to draw the attention of 
the Honse to, was towards the classification 


of the different volunteer corps. If that 
was not attended to, he thought that we 


might be able to ascertain the numbers by 
looking at the lists, but we would never be 
able to ascertain the true effective force. 
What had been mentioned by an hon. 
member (Mr. Chapman) respecting the 
East-India force being sent to the West- 
Indies, he was sorry to have heard in that 
House, and hoped that it would never be 
adopted by his Majesty’s government. On 
this point he dwelt for some time, and de- 
clared that he considered that part of the 
world asas adevouring gulf, which swal- 
lowed up all our force, and that it was a 
greater expense and less real advantage 
to us by many degrees, than what the French 
ad gained on the Continent last war 
alone. He then paid some handsome com- 
Piments to the lawyers’ corps, and said 
that he thought we shonld not trust so much 
' persons who had no stake in the country, 
4s those on whom, from their wealth and 
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danger. But there was another point to 
which he expressed a hope and confidence 
that ministers would attend, that was, to 
the providing those of our countrymen who 
volunteered their services with proper arms, 
and training them accordingly ; for instance, 
he had heard a good deal of the difficulty 
of procuring firelocks for this immense 
force, and he had inquired as to the rature 
| of the obstacle. He found that barrels 
could be supplied in abundance, but that the 
ditficulty was in getting the locks made fast 
enough, That had suggested to hin: the 
idea that anumber of men should be disei- 

plined in another way ; our artillery might 
be brought into more active service. Several 
extraordinary exertions he thought might be 
méde, in the manner of a gent. in that part 
of the country where he came from, who, 
being asked as to what he meant to sub- 
scribe, desired them to refrain from pressitig 
the question: he could name no particular 
amount, but he would vest his whvu'e estate 
and all his assets in the hands of any re- 
spectable commissioners, to be used as they 

| might think proper between him and his 
country ; and, when the danger was over, 
he had no doubt that such hon. men would 

return him the surplus. ‘This was becoming 

the ancient character of Englishmen, and 

would be found sufficient to free the nation 

from the imputation ofa shop: kcepirg spirit, 

which had been thrown on them by the 

French. He concluded with expressing his 

most hearty approbation of that part of Mr, 

Sheridan's speech which declares a reliance 

on theconduct of ministers, that no peace 

should ever be made while there remained 

a single Frenchman io a hostile situation on 

the English shore. 

Mr. Archdall combated the arguments of 
Mr. W. in a few words as to his most strik- 
ing points. He thought that it would have 
been much better if the right hon. gent. was 
a little more witty, or else that he did not 
attempt to be witty at all; for by the sudden 
ebullition of his fancy, he was frequently 
wreng, and might be always fairly supposed 
to fall short of what he himself had intended. 
‘He thought that it was a consideration of 
ho intrinsic worth, whether a foree was to 
be denominated masculine, feminine, or 
neuter, The idea of satisfying the lieute- 
nants of the militia, and the other. officers 
(he country gentlemen io general, the stock~ 
holders, and the monied interest, might, be 
barlesqued, but he wished that every gent. 
when 10 office would endeavour, to reconcile 
the minds of all descriptions of people in, the 
ame manner as he had. descembcs. | Wink 
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with all the novelty of the particular cireum- 
stances of the times, he hoped that the ses- 
sion would not be suffered to close without 
every man being reconciled and united in 
the general idea of doing what they could 
for the benefit of the country. He hoped 
that no gent. in that House or in the country 
would ever experience or see troubles in any 
degree similar to those which he had seen 
and felt. For that reason, as well as bis ge- 
neral reliance on the conduct of the present 
Hinisters, and for the reasons so powerfully 
urg:. by the honourabie mover, he should 
feel himself bound to sapport the motion. 
Mr. Francis said, Mr. Speaker, the hon. 
gent. who has just sat down, conciuded his 
speech with a comparison which does not 
seem to me to resemble the case: He says 
that if the owner of a house and the father 
of a family werg to inform his children that 


the house was on-fire and in great danger of 


being consumed, it would be absurd and 
unnatural for them in return to say, that they 
must take four and twenty hours to consider 
wheiber or no they should help to extibguish 
the fre. Now, Sir, if it were evident that 
an aJdress to the throne was very like a wa- 
ter engine, and if an act of Parbament were 
equivalent to a great supply of water, I 
should agree with him in thinking that any 
part of the family who refused to work the 
engine, or to provide the water, wou!d not 
only be very undut.ful, but very great fools 
into the bargain, Until that proposition is 
made out, the honourable gentleman's allu- 
sion will not go far in support of his argu- 
ment. On the present occasion I can assure 
ray hon. friend near me (Mr. Sheridan). that 
I have no thought of abusing the right and 
privilege which belong to me as a member 
of Parliament, to enter, if I think fit, into 
the discussion of any subject that comes re- 


gularly and properly under my consideration - 


an that character; but much less am I dis- 


posed to surrender such a right and privilege. 


to the admonition we have received from 
him to refrain from arguments and debates 
on military subjects. In a_ parliamentary 
sense, right and duty are relative ideas. 
The duty gives the right, and the right indi- 
cates the duty.. According to the occasion 
I shall at ali times exercise my right to the 


best of my judgment, even on miluary ques~ 


tions coming in a parliamentary way before 
me. Aud I am perfectly sure my hon. 
friend will act in the same manner when the 
case requires it,-notwithstanding his pre- 
sent exhortation to the contrary. I do not 
mean to oppose the motion, though I think 
intiable to many considerations which ought 
to have been previously weighed, ‘Lhe mo- 


~ 
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tion being once made, they come too late, 
The purpose for which I have risen is to ex. 
press to my hon. friend the very great piea- 
sure with which I heard the conclusion of 
his speech, not for the value, the wisdom, 
or the necessity of the advice contained in 
it, though I do not mean to affirm that such 
advice may not be valuable, wise, or neces- 
sary, or that, coming from him, its has not 
the advantage of novelty; but for another 
reason. He says, ** On this day, at least, 
let us be united; on this occasion let cordi- 
ality prevail among us; and when we quit 
the House let us agree to leave all party spi- 
rit behind us, all animosities, all factious 
opposition to government, &c. a3 we do our 
hats on the benches; and the rather, as we 
may be sure that these articles wil be kept 
very safe, and delivered to us undiminished 
whenever we meet again within these wails;” 
with many other sentiments of the same 
sort, to which I am not able to do justice. 
I must tell my bon. friend, however, that 
with respect to me at Jeast, his good advice 
is superfluous. I have no animosity to his 
Majesty’s ministers collectively, or person- 
ally to any of them; and with respect to 
some of them, very much the contrary. 

















Consequently | have no feeling of that kind 
to deposit here, or to carry with me into the 
country. I shall go out of this House with 
my hat on my head, and no animosity to 
any man in my heart. When I heard my 
hon. friend, in the conclusion of his speech, 
engage himself and exhort others with s0 
much warmth to support the present gover’ 
ment by all possible exertions in the county, 
the inference that immediately occurred ( 
me, and which gave me very great p:casule 
was, that since the last debate on mlita'y 
subjects, my bon. friend must bave received 
some satisfaction from bis Majesty s minnie 
on two points of very great importance and i- 
terest in his gudgment and fécting, as wel % 
mine, on which at that time; certainly all 6 
tistuction was with-held, Yor otherwise a 
cannot bring myself to think it possible 
that ministers would have had all aay ool 
dial support and approbation which sae 
given them this night, aod eouurge? le de 
hereafter. The jirst of the objects <aeet 
is the appointment of a military council, yal 
vour of which be divided and spoke oe ed 
Sorce. Undoubtedly he would got.hags 2 
50, if be had not tboughe it svhiat Ide, @ 
sure of considerable. amportance to te ¢ pd 
The other related to a subject of penne 
tachment and affection to the eaner ps a 
concerned, as well as of judgment eT let 
for the public service, 1 shall not Ni ich it 13 
into the merits-of a question ol We 
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impossible we should differ. He did not 
take part in it that night, but I have no 
doubt of his sentiments. If on these two 
points I had the same assurance, which I 
conclude my hon. friend has had, that a sa- 
tisfactory course would be taken, he would 
find me ready, not perhaps to go ail the 
lengths that he does, but as far as 1 can in 
conscience and with honour, and without 
the smallest mixture of any opposite disposi- 
tion, to give credit and support to ministers 
wherever I have an opportunity as well as in 
this House. _ 

Colonel Craufurd was of opinion that the 
House was about to bestow that reward on 
the volunteers, by a vote of thanks, to which 
they would be entitled if they had saved the 
state. The volunteers had undoubtedly 
come forward with zeal and promptitude ; 
but in that they had only discharged a_ne- 
cessary duty to the state, and a duty which 
they owed to their wives and families, for 
whose protection they were enrolling them- 
selves against the greatest misery and oppres- 
sion that could befall a people. He there- 
fore should say, that the thanks of the House 
should be reserved until they should have 
some opportunity of meriting them, though 
no man, either in or outof the Rouse, thought 
more highly of the spirit and courage of the 
people than he did. While Parliament was 
de'iberating on the question of voting its 
thanks to a body of men, who performed 
bat their duty in coming forward on the 
present occasion, and on the discharge of 
which their interest, their honour, and their 
security depended, an aciion of extraordi- 
nary gallantry had taken place, which per- 
haps was not of sufficient magnitude to me- 
rit the thanks of Parliament. He alluded to 
ihe capture of St. Lucia by General Grin- 
fiekl, and he thought it would have a bad 
eliect to accede to the present motion, if the 
gallant troops engaged in that expedition 
Were to be passed unnoticed, He thought 
aiso that it would havea very bad effect on 
the volunteers who had bravely rescued 
Dublin from the horrors of a brutal and fe- 
rocious banditti, to vote the thanks of the 
House to men who had come: forward in 
their own defence against the greatest cala- 
mity that could befall a nation. (its subjuga- 
Gon by a French force), as from a sense of 
public duty, while such ‘gallant bebaviour 
Was suffered to remain unrequited. Hay- 
ing said this, he repeated again, that he 
thought as highly as any man of the spirit 
and valour of the volunteers; As an hon. 
friend had alladed to. G.rman tactics on a 
former oceasion, and another allasion had 

4 made that night tothe german eye, he 
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felt it necessary, while on his legs, to make 
some observations on the subject. He bad 
never said, that German were superior to 
English troops; and though, from his hay- 
ing passed the early part of his life, where 
he had an opportunity of learning the Ger- 
man tactics, he may have been partial to it, 
he was, from additional experience, con- 
viced that it was erroneous. He should 
much rather see the infantry of the English 
army in the state in which it had been after 
the American war, than trained atier the 
German system, which he thought was cars 
ried to too great an extent. ‘Fhe great 
Kiog of Prussia, who had invented that sys- 
tem, had accommodated it to the extensive 
plains of Silesia and Saxony, and from that 
single circumstance it must appear nani- 
festly inapplicable to the local situation of 
the country. Having said thus much, he 
hoped he should never again hear himself 
stiled the advocate of German tactics. Many 
gentlemen who heard him, had been wit 
nesses of brilliant actions and Military ope- 


‘rations in Flanders, and were perhaps as 


much disposed to be partial to Flemish as he 
was to German tactics. He had on a former 
occasion stated, that a great regular force 
was necessary, and all that he had Since 
heard on the subject had not induced him to 
alter his opinion. But he could not help 
adverting to an observation of the hon, gent. 
who opencd the debate, that a regular army 
was more likely to be corrupted than any 
other. He begged the House to recollect 
what the country owed to the army. When 
the navy was in a state of mutiny,’ when the 
jacobins had employed every effort ‘to seduce 
the army, and had on the same day sent cir- 
cular letters to all the regiments, informing 
them that the others: had risen against the 
government; when these letters had been 
given by the guards to thrir officers, the 
army had proved itself incorruptible, and to 
it is the country indebted for its preservation 
and security. He did not justify the army 
from any personal feelings, but from a sense 
of that obligation which every impartial 
member would admit the country owed to 
the army.. Yet he was convinced that a 
large irregular force would be of the highest 
consequence to the defence of the kingdom. 
The House had been several times cleared 
while he was on former occasions speaking, 
but no expression had ever fallen from hie 
of so delicate a nature, or so likelyvto be in- 
jurious to the country by its publication to 
the enemy, as a’paper, which he: liad: seep 
from high authority, in. the papers’ of that 
day, a letter from the Secretary of State to 
the — Lieutenant of the counry of Sussex, 
* , ae 
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In this, it was stated, that twenty-five fire- 
locks could opty be issued for each hundred 
men, which proved, tha‘ train ng, not arm- 
ing, was the object. When he had stated, 
that if there was not a suifliciency ef arms to 
furnish the whole pumber, the principal 

unsmiths of all parts of the kingdom should 
+ employed in making them; it was treat- 
ed as a ridiculous observation, and he now 
yepeated, that if his Majesty's ministers had 
emiit-d to give such directions, they had been 
guity of a crinsinal neglect of a most impor- 
tant duty. He should likewise have more 
confidence in the irregular force, if it should 
undergo a military organization, and what- 
ever his Majesty's ministers might say on 
that bead, it would be impossible for him to 
believe them, if he cou'd convince himself by 
what he should see out of decors, that such 
assertions were unfounded. To render the 
mailitary organization of such a force effec- 
tua}, it should have a Commander in Chief 
with his Staff, and it was impossible for the 


Duke of York, even with the assistence of | 


the adj. and q.-master general, to atiend to 
it, because it was a far more unwieldy force 
than that his Royal Highness presided over 
with such eminent ability and service to the 
army. Though he had not the honour of 
being known to the illustrious personage to 
whose offers of service allusions had been 
made ona former night, he thought his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, if at a loss how to employ 
the heir apparent, might in this manner ap- 
point him toa situation in which he could 
render the most important.and essential ser- 
vices to the empire. No person was more 
capable of gaining the affections and hearts 
of the people ; and such a prince, surround- 
ed with able officers, in such a situation, 
would incalculably increase the enthusiasm 
that at present exists in the country. Here 
he begged not to be understood to mean any 
disrespect to the Commander jn Chief, who, 
with his other duties, could not attend to 
the organization of the levy; and, without 
an organization, it would be of little compa- 
Tative sirength. As tothe suggestion con- 
cerning the employment of Seapoys in the 
West-Indies, nothing he thought could be 
more injurious to our service in that part of 
the world ‘These troops liked our service 
better than that of the native princes, be- 
cause they were beiter treated ; and if they 
could be induced to go to the West-Indies, 
they would be miserable before they got 
there, and they would be miserable there, 
and; after all would not be fit troops to act 
against anBuropesn force. The conquest 
of afew islands in the West-Indies had bro- 
ken if net reined the spirit of our troops last 
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war; and whatever may be the commer. 
cial considerations, he sincerely hoped no 
such use would be made of the force now 
provided. He was convinced our colonies 
had been extended as far as our population 
was capable of maintaining, and on that ac- 
count he had rejoiced at the Treaty of 
Amiens, and the surrender of so many 
islands to the French. He rejoiced in that 
treaty, because we are indebted to it for the 
spirit that at present exisis in the country, 
He did not know whether the levy was to be 
confined to six times the number of the ori- 
ginal militia, and whether the volunteers 
were to be included in that number; if so, 
he should heartily iament it, for the volun- 
teers were composed of persons f:om al! the 
classes, more or less accustomed to comfort, 
and certainly not as fit for field service as 
persons in the first class, whom the House 
had been led to believe it was in contempla- 
tion to call out while the bill was passing. 
He should not enter into any military details, 
though he should never, as a member of that 
House, give up his right of urging any topic 
which he might conceive beneficial to the 
country to be discussed. He was confident, 
that the danger of invasion was much more 
imminent on the present occasion than at 
any period during the last war, because, 
from the commencement of the war to the 
Treaty of Campo Formio, in 1797, the 
whole disposable force of France was en- 
gaged on the Continent, and from that 
treaty to the renewal of hostilities in 1799 
apprehensions from Austria had obliged the 
French government to keep a large force 08 
foot to watch their motions. At present, 0D 
the contrary, France had an immense dis- 
posable force, with which there was every 
reason to apprehend it would make an al- 
tempt on this country. The hon. member 
then concluded, by vindicating the conduct 
of his right bon. friend from any ee a 
personal animosity in the opposition he ha 
given to the measures of government. : 
Lord Hawkesbury had not meant to trou 
ble the House, if it had not been for some 
observations that had fallen from the hon. 
officer, who had stated, that the country was 
in a state of comparatively greater oe a 
invasion than during the last war. . 
should, however, while on his legs, —, ot 
the motion, though he should first rep'y . 
the observations that had called hiro 1 a 
looked upon it of little practical nm tn ost 
to consider the state of the serge i, Bs . wit 
ference to any past period. For | danger, 
admitted that the country was ') asi, 
every exertion ought to be made ‘ae 
though such exertions may not 
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vsed on a former occasion to which reference 
may be made. He was one of ‘those who 
thought the danger of invasion in 1797 com- 
paratively as great or greater than at pre- 
sent, though he agreedwith the hon. officer, 
that as long as the French armies had been 
occupied on the Continent, there existed no 
great danger of invasion on a large scale, 
The hon. gent. had stated, that after the 
Treaty of Campo Formio, which ‘was but a 
kind of armed truce, the French forces had 
been kept up in the neighbourhood, with re- 
ference to the possibility of a resumption of 
offensive operations; and that had, in some 
degree, been the case ; but that observation 
applied equally to the present case. In the 
broken and degraded state of the Continent, 
a war was not to be maintained with such a 
power as Great Britain without the possibi- 
lity at least of bringing on a continental war, 
and they must necessarily guard against it as 
an event likely to grow out of such a con- 
test. The Treaty of Campo Formio was 
concluded in 1797, after which the French 
kept a large force in the north of Italy. In 
1798 they invaded Swisserland with a large 
army to act as a check on the Austrians, 
and, in the Spring of 1799, hostilities were 
recommenced. During the period between 
the treaty and the renewal of the war, the 
French forces were stationed chiefly on the 
left bank of the Rhine, in Swisserland, and 
in the norti of Italy. But at present they 
have an army not only in the north of Italy 
and in Swisserland, but a large army in the 
south of Italy, and an increasing army in the 
north of Germany; and, therefore, he con- 
tended, that so far as related to the occupa- 
tion of other countries, the danger was not 
so great as ata former period. There was 
another circumstance, however, to which the 
hon. gent. had not adverted, and which had 
considerable influence on the question of in- 
vasion, the comparative state of the French 
navy. In 1797, there was a formidable fleet 
in the harbour of Toulon, as we afterwards 
found at Alexandria; and another at Brest, 
Which rendered the danger of invasion con- 
siderably greater then than at present. He 
Could not discover any circumstance in 
either period, though both called for the vi- 
Sorous exertions of the country, which 
‘Would not apply to the past as the present. 
— iP he had thought it necessary ‘to 
Pe os t ites usc. had been alluded to, 
duane observations had grown out of the 
ie a order that the House should 
ae: ae vp by any improper impres- 
every ro the duty ot ministers to make 
the Possibie exertion for the security of 

Sountry, without reference to any fermer 
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period. Having said this, he should now say 
afew words on the object of the motion. 
He was ready to admit that the thanks of 
the House should not be given lightly, nor 
without great and adequate services being 
performed ; but it was a fallacious reasoning 
to urge, that because the thanks of the 
House had never been voted to the army 
till after some brilliant service, the House 
should not agree to the motion that was then 
before it. The country was now placed in 
a situation in which no ordinary means 
would be sufficient for its security ; in which 
neither the army nor the militia would be 
adequate for its defence. It was placed in 
a situation in which great and extraordi- 
nary exertions were necessary; exertions, 

which never before had been employed, 
except to a certain extent, during last war; 
exertions which perhaps should never be 
resorted to in ordinary wars, and we had 
witnessed the spirit, unanimity, and zea), 
with which all ranks had come forward; we 
had witnessed the patriotism with which 
every thing the exigencies of the country 
required, had been accomplished. Undcr 
such circumstances, he thought it the duty 
of Parliament to record this vote as a monu- 
ment of its feelings for the virtues and pub- 
lic spirit of the people. He should ask 
whether, in some future contest, if the peo- 
ple should not be inclined to come forward 
with the same zeal and enthusiasm, a glo- 
rious appeal may not be made to this record 
of Parliament, whether future legislators 
may not say to such a people, this was not 
the conduct of your ancestors, will you de« 
generate from their example, and shew less 
spirit than they did? He thought the mo. 
tion was founded in sound policy, and that 

the House ought to thank the hon. gent. for 

having brought it forward. It was not for 

any partial success of military operations, it 
was not for the success of an expedition, 

but it was for an unparalleled display of 
patriotism and public spirit, arising out of 
the peculiar circumstances of the times, and 

would confirm the generous feelings al- 

ready excited, as well as encourage future 
exertions. . 

Mr. V. Smith said, though it was not his 
intention to give a direct opposition to the 
motion of his hon. friend, yet there were 
several reasons why he did not altogether 
approve of it.—In the first place, though 
he thought very highly of the volunteer 
corps, yet he was not satisfied that they 
were suficient at the present moment. He | 
would have preferred the Levy en Maste, 
under the bill which had been passed, which’ 
would have given a greater force; and: 
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which would have afforded the means cf | 


making a considerable addition to the re- 
gular force if occasion required it. Another 
objection he had to the volunteer corps was, 
that from their numbers they would pre- 
vent Other descriptions of persons from 
being called ovt, which he could not but 
consider as a subject of regret: for though 
the volunteers were actuated by the most 
laudable and patriotic motives, yet from 
their situation in life, from therr habits, they 
certainly were not so well qualitted for the 
fatigues of a campaign as the sturdy pea- 
santry of the country. The hon. gent. then 
adverted to the means of arming the coun- 
try, and said, that it was not surprising if 
government should not have arms sufficient 
for all the volunteers who offered their ser- 
vices, because they couid not have expect- 
ed that it would have been necessary to 
arm so large a portion of the country, and 
therefore it was not to be expected that 
they should have previously provided such 
an immense quantity. of arms. He, how- 
ever, agreed with the-hon. colonel that go- 
rernment should now use every exertion in 
their power to procure a sufficient number 
of arms. With regard to the present mo- 
tion, he admitted it might be politic, but 
what would be their feeling if upon a fu- 
ture occasion they should have toview with . 
regret the resolution they had come to: 
this certainly was an event of which he had 
no apprehension, but still he thought that 
Parliament ought not to be precipitate in 
Voting their thanks. Indeed he was con- 
winced that the volunteers would feel them- 
selves more gratified if the thanks of the 
House were postponed till they had had an 
opportunity of deserving them. He again 
expressed his apprehension that the num-> 
bers of volunteers would be so great as to 
render it unnecessary to call out the popu- 
lation under the Defence Bill, the conse- 
quence of which would be, and in some 
cases now was, that while men actuated by 
the most patriotic motives, were volunta- 
rily endeavouring to acquire military dis- 
cip'ine, they were surrounded and laughed 
at by a set of worthless young fellows who 
ought to be themse'ves called out, but who 
were excused from the numbers who vo- 
luntarily offered their services. Upon the 
whole be should not certainly oppose the | 


“‘motion—it would undoubiedly be very ins 


vidious; but at the same time he could not 
help'expressitig his wish that the hon. gent, . 
bad not broeght it forward at present. 

~ Mr. Sheridan rose to reply, and spoke in 
neatly the following terms:—By the cours 
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forward a motion is allowed the right of re. 
plymg to any arguments which may be 
offered against it; but of this rig! ¢ 
I should not on this oceasion avail mvy- 
self, if it were not for the very direct 
persona! allusions which have been made 
to me in the course of the debate. I con- 
fess that I feel great surprise that the appeal 
I have thooght it my duty to make to the 
Honse for a vote of thanks to those gallant 
men who have stood forward so gallantly in 
defence of ali that is dear to us, should have 
provoked a dissentient voice, or produced a 
discussion of such length—now not less than 
five or six hours. This hesitation was nor 
less surprising than impolitic ; but the con- 
duct of the rigbt hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) 
did not by any means surprise me. That 
the man who required 24 hours to consider 
of the propriety of putting down rebellion 
in Ireland, should waste five or six hours in 
investigating the policy of declaring our gra- 
titude and admiration of the loyalty and ex- 
ertions of those who stood forward to pro- 
tect their country in the time of peril, was 
perfectly consistent; that he should have 
been seconded, however, by the gallant ofh- 
cer behind him, was rather a matter of asto- 
nishment. But before I proceed to remark 
on the observations of both those gentlemen, 
I must take notice of the appeal which has 
been made to ‘me by an hon. friend of mine, 
namely, whether, before I consented to give 
my support to ministers, [ had obtatned s2- 
tisfaction from them upon two points, and 
made ihose the conditions of my suppo'!: 
first, as to the appointment of a council of 
war which I supported the other night, upo® 
the motion of another hon. friend of mine. 
With respect to this measure I confess tha! 
though on the occasion I have alluded fo, be 
strongly advised its adoption, I have since 
then, in consequence of information ! "4 
ceived from the very highest authority, be 
my opinion-very. materially shaken, if D0 
altogether removed; for from this authority 
I have ‘heard such arguments as complete’ 
satisfied my mind that the establishment © 
this commission would be attended not nd 
with disadvantage, but seriously inane’ ” 
I therefore am ready very fully and fran 4 
to declare that the sentiments I held - 
this. subject were erroneous ine Ot 
point to.which my hon. friend refe soa be 
not quite in-the friendly tone to himself 
has been in the habit of addressing af we 
to me, was with respect to the offer 
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and veneration I enterrain for the virtues and 
public spirit of that illustrious personage ; 
but I am not to be tetored or schooled by 
any maa as to the way in which I should 
manifest my feelings aud discharge my duty 
towards his R. Highness. I am not to be 
told, that unless the offer, which has done 
him the highest honour, shall be treated in 
a manner satisfactory to my hon. friend and 
ne, I shall decline to support his Majesty's 
sovernment on this trying occasion. Of my 
espect and regard for his Royal Highness 
2s a Prince, and as a man, I should think 
my hoa. friend himseif is fully aware. It is 
not necessary for me to make any parade or 
profession of my Zealous wishes for his in- 
terest or character. It is justly due to that 
character, to siate that which must consii- | 
tute its highest praise, that he has offered, 
in the noblest manner, to stand forward for 
the nation’s defence; and I am fully per- 
suaded that that offer was not less graciously 
received by the persons to whom it was 
mide, than it is felt with gratitude by the 
co:ntry atlarge. lam, however, confident, 
th:t whatever might have been the etfect of 
that offer, H. R. H. would not be friendly 
to any observations calculated to excite pub- 
lic discontent, or to disturb public unani- 
mity; on the contrary, 1 am fuily persuaded, 
that, according to the sentiment of his dig. | 
nified friend, Lord Moira, his R. Highness 
would rather enter as a private in the ranks 
of his armed countrymen, than countenance 
any discussion which could tend to divide 
the feelings of the people. ith respect to 
the remarks of the hon. officer, upon the 
manner in which military lectures are re- 
ceived in this House, I must set the hon. 
gent rght, if he alladed to me. I beg him 
to understand that I never did say that this 
House was not a proper place for military 
men to state their opinion; but I did say 
this, that as a member of Parliament I would 
not abandon my opivion in compliment to 
the assertions of military authority, for which 
gcneraily speaking, I profess not to entertain 
4 very profound respect, at least so far as it 
is displayed in this House; and indeed it 
would be rather surprising, if from the man- 
ner pursued such authority should be much 
respected. I.can collect no information from 
it. Que officer rises and lays down a cer- 
tain plan, another proposes one of quite a 
different nature, bat neither follows up his 
ideas. There is a kind of confusivo and ir- 
regularity in their movements. ‘They do not 
march close upon each other with the lock 
step, bat shey run about and scramble in 
such a way as to be scarcely intelligible, and 
When inteligible of very diitle use, and not 
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at all tending to elucidate the subject, or te 
enlighien the House. The hon. officer to 
whom I refer tells, to be sure, some military 
anecdotes, with which any man that has read 
some very well known books cannot be un- 
acquainted; and another hon, officer at 
times entertains us in the same way. But cf 
what value to the House is the repetition of 
those matters of fact? If these gallant ofh- 
cers can tell us nothing more than what caa 
be seen in Piutarch’s Lives, Czsar’s Com- 
meataries, or Vauban, or bow such a divi- 
sion moved at Maiplaquet or Bienheim, they 
can render very little service to the country, 
ladeed, for the credit of the-e officers them- 
selves, I deprecate such discussions, ana 
would advise them ‘to abstain from such 
statements. But, as to the motion betors 
the House, the hon. colonel a-ks, why thank 
the volunteers for merely doing their duty ? 
His new acquaintance and right bon. friend 
below him ought, however, to be the last te 
oppose a motion of thanks to them for doing 
their duty ; he who has been so long and 
so loudly lamenting the base spirit which, 
according to his description, existed in the 
country, in consequence of the treaty of 
Amiens and the character of the present 
ministers. Ji the nght hon, gent. did reaily 
wish to remove that lowness of mind which 
he so often deplored, his language this night 
was strange indeed; but if he regretted to 
find his opinion mistaken, it is of course 
quite consisteat to resist the expression of 
our gratitude to the band- of patriots whe 
have braken through that slumber of apathy, 
and shook off that shade of despondency 
which he has so frequently pictured to the 
House, but which in reality never exist®d 
The hon. colonel has described the motives 
which ought to actuate the people of this 
country to take up arms at present, and he 
contends that their having cbeyed these mo- 
lives, namely, the defence of their own tae 
milies and the call of public duty, does not 
entitle them to the gratitude of Parliament, 
{ regret that the hon. colonet has.in the 
course of his observations entered into anv 
contrast between the volunteers and am 
other description of the public force. Such 
comparisons are invidious at any time, and 
particularly imprudent at present ; I can sea 
no good purpose that it can answer, Al- 
though the wisdom of ‘the hon. colonel’s 
right bon friend (Mr. W.) has given the 
sanction of his authority to the practice, I 
did flatter myseif that in: the observations 
with which I prefaced this motion I had,ab- 
stained from every topic hat was likely to 
provoke debate or dissension, and that i 
wish, I declined tosay onewordastothecore — 
duct of ministers, because 1 knew, ftom ‘_— 
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the experience of a former evening, that 
any thing from me in commendation of mi- 
nisters would be a pretext to the right hon. 
gent. to fall foul of them. Recurring to 
the comparison of the hon. col. between 
the volunteers and the regulars, 1 cainot 
help saying that he has not taken a course 
very likely to reflect honour on his favourite 
force. The hon. col. has admitted that the 
volunteers have done their duty, but that they 
are not on that account enti:led to the pro 
posed vote, while the distinguished services 
of the regular army are overiooked. In proof 
of their services, however, the hon. col. states 
this, that at the time of the motiny in the 
fleet, the jacobins sent circular letters to the 
several regiments of the army, inviting them 
to mutivy, which invitations they refused to 
comply with. Then the hon. gentleman's 
argument stands thus, that we should refuse 
our thanks to the volunteers, whose merit 
is that they have done their duty, but that 
we should grant this honour to the regular 
army, whose merit is, according to his 
statement, that they rejected a propostion to 
mutiny; that they declined to violate their 
oaths—to abandon every sense of duty and 
honour. Such is the substance of the pa- 
negyric which this regular colonel has_pro- 
nounced upon the regular'army. If he can 


-$ay nothing more in their favour, I think 


the army woold be much obliged to him to 
with-hold his'praise. The hon. col. has, in 
his compliments to his right hon: friend, 
thought proper to say that it would be for 
my inierest to preserve my hands as clean 
from the imputation of unworthy motives in 
my Opposition to ministers as his right hon. 
friend has done and continues to do. Itthe 
hon. col. has been acquainted with the 
views and proceedings of the o!d opposition, 
he would ‘have declined that remark; but 
I will refer him for information upon this 
point to his right hon. friend, and I would 
call with confidence upon that right hon. 
gent. myself, to state the course which the 
old opposition took when he acted with 
them. © Were not the groands upon which 
they rested their conduct materially different 
from those upon which he and his colleagues 
now act? When they condemned ministers 
they pointed at the particular acts which 
justified that condemnation. They never 
pronounced loose‘and general censures. They 
never told whe ‘country that the ministers 
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sary. Is this the system of tactics which 
the hon. col. would approve? I would call 
upon the right hon. gent. to make his ap. 
proaches more manfully. If he would con- 
sult the precedent of the old opposition, he 
would alter his present course for one betier 
adapted to recommend himself to the favour 
of the country, and the deference of Parlia- 
ment. I am glad, however, to perccive, 
from the reference he has made to the old 
opposition, that he is refreshing his memory; 
that he is farbishing his arms, no doubt 
from an expectation, in which I hope he 
will not be disappointed, that he will have 
to stand a very long campaign in opposition. 
If in this campa'gn he will endeavour to 
imitate the party | have alluded to, he will 
protect bimself and his. friends from the 
charge of faction; he will not oppose mea- 
sures because they come from a certain set 
of men, and although the same measures 
from other men would meet his most cordial 
concurrence; he wil! not act upon such 
motives, and if not, his opinion and oppo- 
sition will become respectable, and may 
have some pretension fo a comparison wiih 
the old opposition, from which the right 
hon. gent. nay perhaps think I have nowa 
failough ; but as to the comparison of the 
two oppositions under the present circom- 
stances, it strikes me that the old opposition 
might address that of the right hon. gent. in 
the same terms as those used by the landlord 
who kept the sign of the two Magpies st 
Hounslow, in his dispute with another land- 
lord who thought proper to put up the same 
sign—“* We are the real old Magpies, and 
you, have set up your new opposition through 
spite :’? {a general laugh:} The hon. col. 
in his affection and deference for the Prince 
of Wales, recommended that bis Royal 
Highness should be appoitited to the com- 
mand of the devy en mass¢, as a place 
suited to his rank and consequence: 
would beg the House to recollect that this 8 
the army which the hon. officer advised a 
nisters to distribute into scouting parle’, 
to stay in their respective districts, C0 wa 
up a kind of irregular attack wpon the &e 
my—to fire from behind hedges oF we the 
from out of houses, &c,’ Now ma males 
station the hon. col. would assign the 11" 
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mine has ‘stated in the course of his objec- 


tions to the motion before the House, that 


while the volunteers were drilling, they were 
laughed at by idle worthless spectators. ‘This 
appears to me to be a very strong reason in 
tavour of this motion, for if the volunteers 
are laughed at by the froflizate, let them 
have this honourable mark of your appro- 
bation to gratify their pride, to raise them 
above such snecrs.., The late Secretary at 
War has maintained, in the course of this de- 
bate, and on other occasions, that our situ- 
ation, was by no. means so. dangerous, at any 
period of the late war, as it is at present. 
To this assertion the noble Secretary of State 
has so ably answered, that I think it anne- 
cessary to say much; but I insist that, the 
perils of the country in the year 1798 were 
much superior to those by which we are now 
menaced ; for at that time: Ireland was ac- 
tually invaded, a formidable insurrection 
prevailed, and had the whole of the French 
force, which was sent to Ireland, been able 
to effect a landing, er rather, perhaps, were 
it not for the dreachery of Hoche, that 
country would have been subdued. Then 
I contend that Ireland was saved by an ac- 
cident; and if the 40,000 mem which were 
permitted to go to Egypt had bent their 
course to Ireland,, what, I would ask, 
could have been the fate of that country? 
In such a state of things, I maintain that 
ministers are justified in charging the right 
hon. gent, with neglecting to resort to such 
measures of vigour as he ought. to have 
employed, and suchas have been on the 
present occasion adopted,. The right hon. 
gent. will not deny that he felt the extre- 
mity of panic at the state of the nation in 
1798, insomuch that he was heard to com- 
plain of the apathy of his colleagues ; that 
they were not.forward to adopt measures 
sufficiently suited to the crisis: They were, 
to be sure, persuaded to propose a bill, 
which was passed, in the preamble of which 
the alarming state of the country was ac- 
knowledged, and several military prepara- 
lions prescribed, which however ‘were ne- 
ver executed, nor was the act in any of its 
provisions acted upon; but yet it was re- 
markable, that though clumsy and ineffect- 
ual it contained the same principle and near- 
ly the same clauses, which the right hon, 
gent. has objected to in the act for raising 
the mass of the people. ‘Why did the right 
hon. gent. approve of a proposition then 
Which he abuses now® ‘There are indeed 
wae other measures of the late ministry 

ich the right hon. gent. professes to cun- 
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the provisional cavalry wag a foolish -mea- 
sure—how then can he account for the sup- 
port he gave it as a minister?) I do ap- 
peal to him or any other man) who has a 
spark of frankness, whether such. conduct ts 
excusable! That of a right hon. gent.,-who 
lays claim to a character of candour, sinceri- 
ty, openness, and independence ot mind, 
who continued in this House to plead, for 
proceedings, of which, as a cabinet minister, 
he strongly disapproved, was certainly not 
The hon. Colonel says, 
that Ausiria was not sincerely desirous to 
preserve the peace of Campo Formio.’ I re- 
member when we stated the same thing’in 
this House we were opposed by the late See. 
at War and his friends, and the fact was 
positively denied. -'The ®x-See. at ‘War 
considered the assertion’ mere nonsense 
indeed, that right hon. gent., whether in 
or out of office, has always been’ in. the 
habit of treating the assertions or arguments 
of his adversaries, with an appearance of i#- 
difference, if not contempt, that was not 
becoming in any man. Nodoubt; if great 
talents would justify a man in looking.dowhn 
upon the ‘arguments of his adversary, the 
hon. gent. was fully qualified to do-se—but 
no degree or description of talents could ex- 
cuse such conduci. The argument of every 
man is, if at all attended to, entitled to re- 
spectful attention.. With regard tothe con- 
duct of the right hon. gent. siee he bé- 
came an ex-minister, I do contend,” that 
its uniform tenor has been to invite and éti- 
courage the enemy, and to depress and dis- 
courage our own people... He has invited 
the enemy'to provoke the war, by the'de- 
scription he always gave of the chareeter of 
ministers—and since the war he has invited 
an attack upon our country, by the state- 
ments he has made of the sitaation of ‘the 
public mind, the disofganised state of otir 
army, and the aukward mantecr in whieh 
our defensive force was to be constriicted. 
By this kind of invitation he’ has brow@ht 
Buonaparté into a scrape, and he cértainly is 
in a much worse scrape than this county ; ‘all 
his misfortunes may be attributed to’ the 
reliance he placed on the words of the right 
hon. gent., when he reported the ministers 
to be a set of shabby, pusillanimous, incapa- 
ble fellows, who knew nothing, who would 
bear any thing, who would submit to any 
injury, or endure any insult, | In short, that 
the peace of Amiens was a eurse, and that, 
bad as the ministers were, this treaty had 
rendered the people still worse. He always 
staied that ministers were only anxiousfor 
the safe tenure of their places, and that%as 
~ ie SB tie + ON ag 
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there was nothing high-minded about them, 
they would make any sacrifice to that ob- 
ject. What was the natural tendency of 
such language? What impression was it 


}ikely to make on the mind of Buonaparté ?’ 


If he were told that it was ali rant, the mere 
heated declamation of a discontented ex mi- 
nister; he would, no doubt, answer, No— 
impossible! Mr..Windham is a discreet 
statesman, and .he knows the character of 
the English government, and of the English 
people, well; no man better. But Buona- 
parté was deceived, and was suffering much 
regret for his confidence in the right hon. 
gent. He knows now, that ministers are not 
quite so passive or so timid as the right bon. gent. 
would lead bim to imagine; that they would 

o ‘to war sooner than sacrifice the honour 
and interests of the country There is a 
chafacter in our great bard, Sir Andrew 
Aguecheek, to whom, though | cannot en- 
tirely compare the First Consul, I have no 


doubt that if he were to declare his senti-. 


mets on his present situation, he would say, 
if the language of the old knight,—“ If I 
thoaght he'd been so valiant, I'd be damned 
-ere J had challenged him."—I am pretty cer- 
tain that such is now the feeling of Buona- 
parte, and he has to thank the right hon. 
geat. for reducing him to that dilemma. I 
hope that ministers will place bim in a still 
worse dilemma; if duly seconded by the 
people, upon which I confidently rely, I 
_have no doubt that it is in their power to do 
$0. Inreply to the observations that bave 
been made on the motion under considera- 
tion, on the ground that it is not necessary, 
Ishall only say, that it must be useful; that 
it is dictated by justice aud policy, and called 
for by the irresistible voice of gratitude; 
that the merit it is intended to distinguish is 
great and materia! to the public safety ; and 
that to record such merit would excite the 
emulation of the people at large, -if a sti- 
miulus were necessary, while it would form 
a monument honourable to our own charac- 
ter, grateful to the pride, and conducive, 
bythe influence of example, to the best in- 
terests of posterity.—-The question was put 
upon Mr. Sheridan's motion and carried 
ye cri . <— 
“Mr. Skeridan next moyed that the Speaker 
do ‘signify to the-Iords lieutenants cel 
‘tits, &e. the assent of the House to the 
above''tesdlution, 
Mr? Shériday' finally woved that a return be 
baie ane br pon 
ts of the yolunteer corp: 
resent moment till chs Wee: 
amept, should enrol them- 
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order that their patriotic example may be 
handed down to animate our latest posterity. 
Agreed to, nem. con. 


[State or Irevann.]—Mr. ‘Hutchinson 
then rose to advert to the notice he had gi- 
ven of bringing forward a motion respecting 
the present state of Ireland. In his opinion 
it was then too late an hour (ten o'clock) 
to agitate a question of such delicacy and 
importance. He therefore wished, if such 
were the pleasure of the House, to defer his 
motion to the next day, if it was intended 
that the House should sit on that day, other- 
wise he should now submit to the House 
what observations he had to make upon that 
important question. 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that the House 
would meet the next day merely pro formd, 
and he hoped that the hon. gent. would not 
introduce a subject of such magnitude in 2 
thin House, and when a full attendance 
might be productive of such personal incon- 
venience. ' ia * 

Mr. Windham contended, that after 2 


a 2 2 we ooh we 











sitting of five hours, the attention of the tl 
House could not be equal to the discussioa s C 
of a subject so intricate and momentous. / Cc 
General Maitland wished,’as the attend: : 
ance of members was now numerous, «and 
as the hon. gent. was aware when he gave rc 
his notice of the othér business which had rc 
that night occupied the attention of the af 
Honse, that the motion shouldbe immedi- we 
ately submitted to discussion. q : 
The Speaker intimated, that the hon. gent. : " 
had a right to defer his motion. b 
‘Mr. Hutchinson availed himself of tht Ps 
right, and his motion was deferred. Le 
———_ — ag) 
HOUSE OF LORDS, U f 
Thursday, August 11. ' ot 
Minutes. }—The royal assent was ae tior 
Tete 0k to. fifty-one public and wa beg 
vate bills, . Among those of the es us pre; 
scription were the Income Tax Bill, ot a | ava 
of Credit, the Scotch Taxes, Consol! “ par: 
the Vellum and. Parchment. Duties the oda 
Orange Annuity, Tortola Free ga mi 
General Defence Amendment,. xe gery eas 
_tutes Exemption, the Foreign Note ‘Amend: P wat 
and the Scotch Army of Reserve nae 
ment Bills.—-Lord Dundas, was swor?. ae 
took his seat.—The bills byca od a he 
upon the table were read,.@ ise Prize man 
passed. Among. these WETE HN 1 sensed TM pres 
age, the ‘Apher scat Ships 2 BM Yer 
_ daxes . ALIOp, Hits) ys nF i0Ds tbe t 
Countervai Sa iene Ree Cctul 
‘Seamens’ Encouragement, and We \" 
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House Officers’ Protection Bills.—-The At- 
torney General, attended by several mem- 
bers, returned the Aliens’ Regulation Bill, 
with the acquiesence of the Commons to the 
amendments made therein by their Jord- 


ships, 





- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, August 11% 


fMinutes.}]—Mr. Wilberforce present- 
ed a petition from the debtors confined in 
the gaol of York, praying relief, which was 
ordered ta lie onthe table; as were petitions 
of a similar nature, presented by Mr. Van- 
sittart, frem. the confined debtors in the 
King’s Bench Prison and the Poultry Comp- 
ter.—Ordered, that a new writ should be 
issued for the election of a representative for 
the borough of Athlone, in Ireland, in room 
of the right hon. W. Hancock, who has ac- 





| cepted the office of Escheator of Munster.— 


Also a writ for the City of Bristol,.in the 
room of the right hon. C. Bragge, who has 
accepted the office of Steward and Bailiff of 
the Chiltern Hundreds —Also a writ for 
Cambridgeshire, in room of the right hon. 


® C. Yorke, who has accepted the Steward- 


ship of the Manor of East Hendred, in 
Berkshire.—Also a writ for the Royal Bo- 


| roughs of Jedburth, Haddington, &c. ia 


room of the hon. T’. Maitland, who has been 
appomted to the office of one of the Com- 
inissioners for managing the affairs of India, 
with a salary annexed.—A new writ was or- 
dered for the: Borough of Whitchurch, in 


| room of theshons WuBroderick, who has 


been appointed ‘one’ of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of his Majesty’s Treasury ——The 
Lords’ amendments in the Alien Bill were 
agreed to, and the bill ordered back to the 
Upper House. 

[State oF Ineranp.J]—Mr. Hutchinson 
Tose pursuant to his notice to submit a mo- 
tion relative to the affairs of Ireland. He 
began by stating how material it was in the 
Present junctare to enable his Majesty to 


| avail himself of all the resources which every 


part of the empire was capable of affording, 
aud how desirable it therefore was to put 
Ireland in such a situation as to render her 
hattiral strength, her. wealth, and popula- 
"tony available for the common safety’ of the 
ge The unanimity which appeared in 
; 1s country was a source of joy to every 
oyal nind,*but the joy of an Irishman was 
Considerably Allayed by the reflection that so 
inany of his codatrymen were, by the op- 
pression ; 


they endared,: by the wretched po- 


verty they sutf their arc 
fos ue Bata oe damped in their ardour 


sccutity, if not’ al:ogether 
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alienated in their affections for the British 
government. To remedy this misfortune, he 
called upon ministers to attend to the state of 
Ireland, and to reform radically. the system 
by which it had been so long governed, and 
that would serve to establish the tranquillity: 
of Ireland, to place that country beyond the 
reach of foreign aggression and domestic 
treason. He called upon the liberality of 
Parliament to consider this subject, and upon 
the equity of ministers to recollect the so~ 
lemn pledges made to the Irish people at 
the time of that uvion which deprived Ire- 
land_of its Parliament. He demanded of 
them the execution of those promises, if 
they wished that the professions of the Bri- 


'tish Cabinet should have any confidence. or, 


credit in Ireland. For himself he, would, 
confess, that when that measure was carried. 
he did not reckon much on the splendid, 
prospects which he understood were held 
out by the emissaries of the British Cabinet, 
to delude the supporters of that. measure;, 
and he from that and still stronger reasons 
opposed it, but as it had actually taken place; 
it was his wish that this important incorpo-; 
ration should be the parent of settlement, and 
not the nurse of revolution. He begged. it 
to be understood that it was not his, inten- 
tion to charge any set of men with a design- 
ed breach of promise, but he sincerely re- 
gretted that his countrymen were.deceired, 
that ministers were so inattentive to their, 
wants and wishes, and that a degree of syp-: 
pineness and delay prevailed with regard to, 
that country which he did not witness even, 
in the most insignificant English, object, 
This was a conduct which apy Irishman; 
must observe with pain, as tending to pro«| 
duce the most dreadful calamity to Ireland, , 
and threatening to involve the downfal .of, 
the empire. Here the hon. member entered. 
into a comparison between the, systems jin 
which the government of the two countries., 
was managed, and contended that they were,, 
essentially different—the people of England,. 
enjoying the privileges of the constitution, 
and the advantages and profits. of industry,, 
to both of which the people of Ireland weye, 
almost entire strangers; for, the revolution, 
of 1688, which gave liberty to the tormer,. 
cramped the industry of the Jatter,. and.laid 
the foundation of the discords: which bad 
since desolated that unhappy country.,.. The , 
one system, in fact, was,as different from. the 
other as perfection.was. fromAmperfestion;,; 
In England the House might be. contented. 
withthe beaten track wiih:moving a the, 
ordinary way, butint ree ah . a 
gin anew in order, to do any. 
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He admitted thet, under the. 
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reign of bis present Majesty, tliat the greater 
part of the penalties which disgraced the 


statute book, as applying to the ditterence of | 


réligioos sentiments, had been expunged, 
bit something still remained to be done, So 
long as any parf of this vicious system was 
suffered to exist, he was fully persuaded 
that it would be idle to calculate on the 
peace of Ireland, or to look for harmony or 
happiness among the people; so long as this 
anomaly in the history in government pre- 
vailed, thatithe' minority of the people should - 
be authorised to lord it over the majority, 
and that this superiority of power shoald be 
vested in persons of the lowest class over 
those of a much higher, mevely on this 
ground, that this majcrity had too much ho- 
nesty to act against their conviction, that 
they would’not basely profess sentiments of 
religion which they did not feel. Until the 
affairs of Ireland should be putin some train 
of seitiement, he would oppose the idea of 
an hon. general, that the members conld de- 
part to their respective homes, satisfied of 
having done every thing that was necessary 
for the safety of the empire. If any doubt 
was enteriained of the melancholy situation 
of freland, or that the picture was exagge- 
rated, let a deputation be appointed by the 
House to go over to that country, to investi- 
gate the state of the poor, and to report their 
epinion to Parliament after the recess. If 
such a course were adopted, he was conti- 
dent, from what he observed of the libera- 
lity of the House, that relief would be grant- 
ed to his poor countrymen. The office of 
deputy on suck occasion would be one of 
the highest honours, and one which no doubt 
any man of humanity would be happy to un- 
dertake. Certain he was, that even in the 
most disturbed times, should the arrival of 
such ambassadors be announced in [rejand, 
the most profligate or desperate in the 
country would not offend them. This was 
ene of the means to which ministers opght 
to resort, to pot Parliament iv possession of 
the most authentic information respecting a 
country in which, by justice solely, it was 
in the power of ministers to recover the 
minds of the disaffeeted, and to substitute 
the most zealous loyalty for ‘hostility and 
desperation’: The residence of ‘the tand- 
owners in Ireland, ought by some means to 
be enforced, at least some branch of each 
familys There were also other means, into 


* . . ; - ihe 
the detail of which he, for the present, de~ } Heavens, not even in those whieh boost 
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ty’s ministers, who might depend upon it, 
that unless a very liberal plan was adopted 
tor the government of Ireland; that coun- 
try would be mangled by the most fatal di- 
vision, to which the empire itself might ul- 











ption of that which was already | be pre;ended by ministers that 
know, particularly to his Majes- | inct pos: | 
, T33 pe 










timately become a prey. If the just expec: 
tations of the people of Ireland should be 
satisfied, and they should be cordially at- 
tached to the British government, there was 
very little doubt that we should be quali- 
fied to despise the menaces of that insatia- 
ble despot, by whose machinations alone 
the horrible atrocity lately committed in 
Dublin was to be attributed; that to which 
no Trishman could advert without horrcr 
and indignation; but it proceeded trom 
him who cared not about the means he 
| chose to accomplish his ends—from him 
who promised but to deceive—who sought 
for conquest only from a desire to promote 
his military fame and to propagate slavery. 
That anv part of his countrymen could be 
so deluded as to trust to the professions ot 
such a tyrant, or count upon any good to 
their eouatry through his interference, was 
| to him a source of the most sincere regre!, 
| but of this delusion he trusted that the ~ 
nevolent interposition of this House would 
cure them; that interposition which hv- 
manity and policy should urge them to 
sake, in order to protect from bloodshed 2 
bedy of men who had the strongest claims 
to their kindness—who were their fellow 
subjects for now above 600 years—who had 
fought their battles—who had contributes 
| to establish their strength and consequence, 
and who were still capable of assisting 
| the defence of that strength and const 


















| quence, if they were only treated “ 
equity, if the natural resources of the vo ) 
try were properly nurtured. These a eat 
tages, which it possessed from nature, ils 
generally known, and the character © m 
inhabitants was esteemed wherever 1! ¥® : 
known; for, of whatever enormities son : 
of its infatuated people’ might have : 
guilty in times of cwil commotion—€n® i 
ties which were equalled, if not exc?’ | 
| under similar circumstances in other aed S 
tries, and very reeently in this, ere se Py 
passions had sot so much ‘cause to for we 






| flamed, yet the reputation of Lone : 
 humarity, fortitude, high honour, 2” io 
most extensive talents, cannot be ed the 
ed, nor excelled im any nation ence 
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plete redress of grievances to Ireland ; for 
that monstrous authority was adequate to 
any thing which was capable in such a way 
to deprive Ireland of its legislature, which 
could do that which Lord Auckland once 
said would be as difficult as to make the 
Thames flow up Highgate-hill. It might be 
said that ministers had in contemplation to 
bring forward a better system for Ireland, 
but that it was not yet prepared. ‘The case, 
however, did not admit of delay; and here 
he took occasion to condemr the procras- 
tination which had so long distinguished 
ministers on this subject. From the time 
that the late minister had accomplished the 
union, nothing in fact had heen done to 
render that measure complete, or to follow 
up its spirits. To him, asan English mi- 
nister, it. certamly was a great object to at- 
tain, whatever Irishmen might think of it; 
but that minister must have been a wretch. 
ed politician if he thought an Act of Parlia- 
ment quite enough for the purpose, while 
the people were discontented. If he really 
did not mean to propose some conciliatory 
measures, he must have been either a 
blockhead or a knave: but it was under- 
stood that he did. The present minister, 
however, superceded him, and has since 
shewn no disposition to do any such thing. 
His appearance in office was held to be a 
bad omen for the people of Ireland, and his 
neglect to attend to them has been produc- 
tive of incalculable mischief. The hon, 
member proceeded to describe the happy 
consequences which would result from the 
appointment of the Prince of Wales to the 
Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland. If his Ma- 
jesty would give this farther proof of his pa- 
rental attachment to his Irish subjects, and 
that his R. Highness would condescend to 
accept of it, he had no doubt that bis cha- 
racter, which was in still higher estimation 
than his high rank, would excite a degree of 
unparalleled enthusiasm throughont all [re- 
land. The people would justly say, * We have 
heard of Princes visiting our island, but they 
have visited us as conquerors and pilla- 
gers; but your R. Highness comes to us 
with the olive of peace.” The disposition 
of this illustrious personage, and his known 
attachment to the Irish people, would” na- 
turally enough produce such a sentiment— 
but, there was little hope that. they would 
have the honour and happiness“of his R. 
Highness’s. presence, «Phe same evil fend 
who prevented his Ri Highbess from being 


Called into employment when the empite is. 


Pronounced in danger, would; no doubt; in- 
“y rfere his baneful influence, to’ preclude Ire~ 
_snd Gomenjoying this felicity." It appear- 
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ed to him that any adviser, who could have 
recommended the’ rejection of his R. Higtt- 
ness’s late offer of service, must be a foe to 
the monarchy of England—for what could 
tend to strengthen that monarchy more than 
the popularity of the Heir Apparent -a_ po- 
pularity at present universal and. ardent, 
but very likely to be reduced, when it is 
observed that in this crisis of public danger, 
he docs not appear among his armed coun- 
trymen; for it might never be generally 
known to the mass of the people, that his 
Royal Highness had offered to stand for- 
ward, and that his offer had been declined. 
If any comniotion should take place in Ire- 
land during the recess, which was not im- 
probable, the hon. member recommendrd 
government to meet it with vigour, bat ¢x- 
horted them, at the same time, to send po- 
sitive orders that no cruelty should be prac 
tised, that vigour should be blended with 
humanity; that such measures as the loyal- 
ists resorted to during the rebeliion of 1708, 
and which too many of them are disposed to 
employ at present, shall not be ailowed, for 
he assured ministers that, they would only 
tend to create thousands of rebels, and would 
drive many to desperation who are at pre 
sent tranquil. His advice, therefore, upon 
this point, he hoped would be followed 
by ministers, from that humanity which 
formed the most prominent trait im the chas 
racter of the right hon. gent. He expected 
that he would not tolerate any wanton seve- 
rity, the apprehension of which was now 
such io Ireland, that he knew of many fami- 
lies who were anxious to quit the country, 
in order to release themselves from sceing 
or suffering such dreadfnl scenes as were 
too frequent during the former rebellion; 
but to hope they would never: again occur, 
that the outrages of the rebel and the loyal- 
ist would be repressed, and that we should 
hear no more of house-burning—of pillages, 
or of tortures! (Acry of hear! hear /}. He 
understood that there were some gentlemen 
in the House who doubted that such tortures 


had ever taken place, and that there were 
some who had the confidence to. deny it al- 
together; but’ he would: refer. sich persons 


to the authority’ of Lord Cornwallis, who 


humanely and wisély puta stop to that. hor- 
rid practice, and:to the noble lord on. the 
treasury bench (Castiereagh), who kuew 
enough of the proceedings in*Ireland, and 


who had much to answer, for | his conduct 


in that country. » Bot if) farther authority 
were wanting, hé of 


last acts of the Aast Pari 
and one which affixed othe 
mast memorable badge of 
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act to which he alluded was the indemnit 
bill, which extended protection: to the She- 
riff of Tipperary, and other magistrates—a 
bill which cheated men of the verdicts for 
damages obtained in a court of justice ; a 
bill which imposed upon the plaintiffs in 
actions the eecessity of proving that the ma- 
gistrates, against whom such actions were 
brought, were not actuated in the conduct 
charged against them by a wish,to put down 
rebellion.’ Such was the nature of an act 
which. afforded ample evidence of the sys- 
tem pursued in Ireland—a system which he 
trusted would never be repeated.—He con- 
cluded with moving, ‘‘ That an humble ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, praying he 
will be graciously pleased to give directions 
that there be laid before this House such 
information as has been received respecting 
the Jate rebellious outrages in Ireland, and 
the present state of that part of the united 

<ingdom.” 

_ Lord Hawkesbury said, he did not intend 
to ask the attention of the House for any 
great length of time, nor was it necessary, 
for. indeed the speech of the hon. gent. as the 
ground for his motion, had precluded the 
necessity, and had almost put it out of the 
power of the House to enter into the ques- 
tionin the way he had proposed, that was 
to gay, connecting the motion with the sub- 
stance of the speech. Now considering the 
state of our affairs abroad, and the great 
racasures now necessarily adopied at home ; 
and.considering that.the greater number of 
members were gone to the different places 
which most immediately required their pre- 
sence, to give effect to the very measures 
which, they as legislators had assisied ~ in 
enacting. and which the wisdom of Par- 
liament had adopted; considering all these 
matters, he copld not help saying, this 
motion was highly inexpedient to be adopt- 
ed.by the House; indeed he had no dif- 
ficulty in saying, that any motion not pro- 
me tobe followed “up by any praciical 

measute, with-a view to some beneficial ef- 
feet,’ must at.all times be liable to great ob- 
jection. in that House, because it was takin 
fen iomtigpr House -unavailingly, a 

ringing, upon, the country sometimes y 
Yreat inopnveniences, by agitating the minds 
of the people upon topics which, if discussed 
pin 8 gn Baa and directly, 
and » 
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general observation, and begging to add 
that this motion came after all the ordinafy 
business of the House was over for the ses- 
sion, or at the close of the session, as it 
might be called, and for that reason also he 
might be permitted to say, the motion would 
be sufficiently objectionable to the House to 
reject it, unless it was proposed to be fol- 
lowed up by some practical measure of a 
beneficial tendency. Such was the case 
most remarkably, for not only was this mo- 
tion brought forward at the conclusion of 
the session, but the House did net know the 
course which the hon. gent. intended to 
pursue in the event of the House adopting 
his motion, and that too when the attend- 
ance of members was such as that the House 
could have but few in it; gentlemen being 
now necessarily in the country ; so that if 
the motion was adopted, and the hon. gent. 
pursued the subject, it could not, for the 
present at least, meet with that investigation 
which the subject would necessarily demand, 
and which the hon. gent. assuredly would 
wish, in order to carry into effect what he 
intended. As to information, he saw no 
pretence for asking for it at the present mo- 
ment, and in the present manner. He wish- 
ed not to be misunderstood ; he had no idea 
of resisting any application for information 
to that House, when a proper ground was 
laid for ityeither with regard to Ireland, the 
conduct of #he executive government there 
or here, or upion’ any ‘other’ subject ; but 
then the information must be asked for on 
a ground that it»was to be’ followed up by 
some practical proceeding for the benefit of 
Ireland, or any other part of the united em- 
pire, which it could not bein the prescot 


state of the. session. Having said this on 
general topics, as applied to the present cast, 
he would say but little on the particulars t¢ 


which the hon, gent. had called the atten- 


tion of the House. He did not: affect t° 
have any great knowledge of the al:airs © 
Ireland, as to what was its present, or might 
be its future condition ee know 1 
as any other person might Know 1\, 
tory ‘as by general observation, and baat 
ing a great deal of interest ia that part! 
united empire, and from some Oe st6 
which he might Lave; which were «et . 
_ the eye of any-inditidual ; but he pro' 

that as to Ireland: he saw nothing !7 ‘ 
motion which-tended to-be of any ert 
whatever. - ‘The possible’ effect of agreci0é 
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to, unless those who state the grievances are 
provided with some remedy for them, such 
a remedy as may at least seem to be expe- 
dient to be adopted. He regarded this as a 
general maxim, that when any person com- 
plained of an evil; he should produce the 
remedy he proposed to apply to it; so that 
the House may have an opportunity of de- 
ciding upon the evil and the proposed reme- 
dy together. This he had no difficulty in 
laying down as a general doctrine, applica- 
ble to all species of complaints made four the 
mismanagement of political affairs; but if 
circumstances ever made a motion particu- 
larly unfit, they had that effect at-the pre- 
seut moment; in supporting which asser- 
tion he need only revert to the present situa- 
tion of our atfairs abroad and at home, and those 
things which we had lately witnessed with 
regard to Ireland; for without entering into 
the question, whether Ireland has been more 
or less well or ill governed lately, or how it 
was governed, or what may have been the 
causes which have produced certain effects, 
or what the remedies may be, he did not 
believe that the motion now before the 
House would have any good effect, for he 
did not believe that those which were stat- 
ed to be the cause of the evils of Ireland 
had any connexion with them, nor did he 
believe that some of the remedies which had 
been mentioned would have the effect of 
remedying th¢se evils. Be that as it might, . 
the question now with every man in Great- 
Britain, and indeed every part of this united 
empire, was this—What.is best to be done 
at this moment, to oppose the foreign foe, 
and to put an end to the machinations of 
domestic enemies.and traitors? and the re- 
sult of deliberating on that question ought 
to be, and must be, toexercise, firmly and 
steadily, all the power and energy of the 
empire, not by looking back and asking in- 
Eenlous men to see whether they could not 
tnd something that might possibly have been 
etter if transacted over again; he was con- 
fident such a course of proceeding could 
Produce no good whatever, but might be 
the cause of great evil. He was of opinion 
that the energy of the united empire should 
be called forth,at this peried; that the whole: 
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‘Constitution of the country,in church and 


Pr igs the empire, foreign and domes- 
A at the presene. crisis; and be, would ask 
sean J whether, under all. the, cireum- 
ances: by which we were jsurrounded, this. 
dees : ga tees egies a 
o, SP i007 oT te See) « «) conmirfaty, t 
* pregoant. with exilpi, 1. ba 
















[1438 


Mr. Elliot said, that he could not more 
strongly mark the degree, ia which he dif- 
fered from the judgment that the noble Se- 
cretary of State had pronounced on the pro- 
priety of the present motion, than by de- 
claring that if no person of greater weighit 
and authority than bimself had-done it, he 
should have felt it his duty to have brought 
this subject in some shape or other, undet 
the contemplation of the House previous to 
the close of the session. It was, indeed, a 
matter of considerable astonishment to bins, 
that the motion: had not been anticipated by 
the act of his Mayjesty’s ministers themselves, 
who appeared to him to have exposed them- 
selves to severe animadversion for having 
permitted such an interval to have elapsed 
without some farther communication to Par= 
liament in respect to the late transactions in 
Ireland—trausactions, which, he presumed, 
must have excited in the minds of every one, 
which certainly, at least, had created jn his, 
very painful and anxious impressions. No- 
thing, to besure, could be of less import- 
ance to the House, than why ‘he either ate 
tended, or was absent from his parliamenta- 
ry duty, but it had occured to him that he 
might, in the course of this discussion, be 
asked, why, if he attached so much import- 
ance to the affairs of Ireland, he was not 
in his place on the day of his Majesty’s mes< 
sage, relative to the late proceedings in Dub- 
lin. Now it had happened that heowas ia 
the country at that time, and he:there, 
through the kindness of a private friend, was 
first apprized of the melancholy fate of the 
venerable magistrate, who had been the vic- 
tim of those bloody and ferocious outrages, 
an event which must have struck every 
heart with horror; but which was'still more 
deeply affecting to him, who hada personal 
and intimate knowledge of the eminent pob- 
lic and private worth of that most estimable 
character. He, however, was not then in- 
formed of the particular cirvamstances that 
had attended that savage deed}: which): he 
acknowledged, he at ‘first’ conetived had 
been petpetrated in.some sudden and partial 


affray in! Dublic ; and oatil ‘he read'thedles 


bate on>the_King's message in: the: 

pers, cheowas not awareé that transactions had 
happened of so serious and: alg1 ming ‘a°na-~ 
ture, as to be the sabject of acommunication - 
to Parliament, andvof very itmportant legisla- : 
tive proceedings. Had he beenia his : 
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compulsory and temporary confidence in the 
declarations of ministers, and partly on the 
inteiligence contained in private letiers from 
Ireland which he understood had then been 
reecived and shewn by several persons in 
London, for he did entirely coincide with 
the sentiment expressed by his right honour- 
gble friend near him (Mr, Windham) that 
there never was so grave a parliamentary 
proceeding taken on sucha paucity of par- 
jiamentary information,. The oaly parlia- 
mentary document that had accompanied 
his Majesty's Message was the lord lieute- 


navt’s proclamation, which stated that Lord | 


Kilwardea and his nephew had been mur- 
dered, and that-there had been rebellious, 
outrages in some of the streets of Dublin, 
but it did not mentien that some of the 
King’s troops had been fired upon, or that 
concealed ammunition and treasonable pro- 
clamations had been discovered, nor did it 
specify any circumstance, which indicated a 
rebellious confederacy of so wide and exten- 
siee 2 nature, as could justify so violent an 
encroachment on the constitution as the Mar- 


PARL. DEBATES, Aue. 11.—Siate of Ireland; 








Ireland. Hi ° 
| which he thonght he could rely, that intelli- 
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was.the inauspicious ignorance which his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers had manifested in respect ty 
the affairs of that country, Either they had 
information oa the subject, or they had not, 
In charity to them he was willing to suppose 
the latter, because if they, had been acquaint- 
ed with. the actual situation of Ireland, they 
had exposed themseives by their conduct to 
ai imputation, which he could not presume 
to attribute to any men, that of having coun- 
tenanced a systematic delusion on the judge- 
ment of Parliament with regard to it; for 
within those walls they had been of Jate accus- 
tomed to hear the most, flattering statements 
of the profound tranquillity of that part of 
the united kingdom. He was afraid too there 
had been some very reprehensible remissness 
on the part of the execative government of 
He had. heard from authority, on 


gence had, for several weeks before the late 
outrages in Dublin, been offered to the Trish 
government, stating indications of the exis- 
tence of a treasonable confederacy in the 
country ; but that such communications had 


been treated with much coldness and indit 
ference. This surely was very ceusurable 
conduct, for theugh he admitted that infor- 
mation in a country, so distracted by je 
lousies, was always to be taken with much 
caution, yet,no prejudice could be incurred 
by a free reception of it, and even consider- 
ing the state of Ireland for some years pa! 
by the adoption of proper preventive mci 
sures against any danger that might be point: 
ed out, He understood too, that in the de 
bate upon the message from the Crow 


tial Law Bill, It would very probably be alleged | 
that the Martial Law Bill had on former 
occasions been passed without any such de- 
tailed communication. He had, indeed, to 
the best of his recollection, voted more than 
once for that measure without any such spe- 
cified communication ; but he begged the 
diouse to observe, that it was for the couti- 
giance of that law he had so voted ; for 
when it was originally proposed there were 
on the table of the Lrish Parliament two re- 
ports of secret committees containing inform- 
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aiion sufficient to justify that, and perhaps 
even stronger measures, and it was also no- 
torious that there had been a rebellion from 
one end of the islandto the other. But the 
present case was perfectly different, a long 
interval. had elapsed since the expiration 
of the last Martial Law Bill, and Partia- 
meut was now called upon to adopt the 
micasure under new circumstances. The 
measure had completely.a fresh origin, and 
he therefore maintained, that the house 
ought to have a full detail of the facts, under 
which it bad beea proposed to it to resort to 


so. ragmentons a proceeding. If his Majesty's 


ministers were, not enabled, as they ought to 
have -been, to have made such a communi- 
cation; on, the delivery of the late message, 


ie by this time be prepared 
‘ the ai a ty it was neces- 
sary the House dpossess for its own jus- 
tification, There were, however, other rea- 


sons. 1 him. to deprecate the 
‘attiament without a due know- 





ledge of the present state of Ireland : one 


some of his Majesty's ministers had asserted 
that the government of Ireland had not - 
without previous information of the late}? 
surrection. ‘This strongly corroborated - 
facts which had been related to him, 40° 
which, as he believed them to have been oa 
curately reported to him, he should srention 
to. the House. About a week oo ure 
rising in Dublin, a man bad been taken “ 
an hospital, severely wounded by the ©xP é 
sion of gunpowder, and through his sas "4. 
a secret powder-mill had been negnnet 
Within a few nights afterwards, some ee od 
men in a street in Dublin, observed 4 hots? 
conveyed to the: door of a certain Kt) 
which was opened to receive it} bot wil 
<n carmen 
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Still more positive and alarming intelligence, 
is Ma- however, had been sent to the Castle; govern- 
pect to ment had been assured, on the very day pre- 
ey had ceding that of the insurrection, by some most 
ad not. respectable gentlemen of the county of Kil- 
suppose dare, that the peasants in that part of the 
quaint- country had left their work, which was a 
d, they never failing symptom of approaching com- 
duct to motion, and it was represented that an un- 
resume usual number of persons, in small parties, had 
g coun- been observed on the roads to Dublin. Not- 
e Judge- wiihstanding ail this, information, no other | 
. it; for precaution had been taken than that of doub- 
fe aCCUS- ling th+ guards of the town, a measure (and 
atements he had been in a situation which enabled him 
t part of to speak with precision on that point) which 
too there was frequently, and, almost of course, adopt- 
»Missness ed under the expectation of an ordinary 
oment of riot ; but which was wholly inadequate in 
ority, on the instance of such a danger as that, against 
at intelli- which the government had then to provide. 
e the late In fact (though he knew there had been in- 
the Irish dignant assertions to the contrary from some 

the exis- of his Majesty's ministers) the Irish govern- 
sy in the ment had been, in spite of the various and 


multiplied intimations they had received, 
- completely surprised. The garrison had been 


ations had 
and indil- 


censurable so little prepared, that the troops from the 
that infor barracks did not reach the part of the fown 
od by Je in which the rising happened, until some 
vith muc hours afier the commencement of the tumult, 


and the insurrection was suppressed entirely 
by the exertions of a volunteer corps, called 
the Liberty Rangers, and a very smail de- 
tachment of the 21st regiment which hap- 
pened to be in the quarter of the city where 
the commotion began. He must add too, 
that he had heard, the volunteers were very 
scantily supplied with ammunition. But if 
government had been properly watchful, why 


e ypcurre 
re) consider- 
years past 
aptive mca 
ht be point 
tin the de 
he. Crow! 
had agserle 
ad not been 
the late 1 ; 
ted some in readiness ?>—Why was Colonel- Brown so 
. Uunapprized of his danger as to be assassinated 
as he was going from his lodgings to the bar- 
racks ?—~Why had not a sufficient gaard been 
stationed in the vicinity of Thomas-street, 
in which case the insurrection would have 
been immediately quelled, and Lord Kil- 
Warden's life preserved }—If his Majesty's 
Ministers could prove that the executive go- 
Vveroment in Ireland had been duly on its 
guard, let them give the House full informa- 
tion; let them, for exemple, lay on the table 
the first dispatches from Ireland communi- 
Cating the transaction, that gentlemen might 
judge whether ot not they bore the appeat- 
ance of having been written under the im- 
Pression of surprise. Unless strong proofs 
Vere adduced to the contrary, he confessed 
he should believe that the government was 
Completely surprised. He had received let- 
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had the troops in the barracks not been kept | 
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| ters from Dublin himself, and had seen seve- 
ral others which many of his acquaintance 
had received from persons, who were likely to 
have formed a very fair and impartial judge- 
ment on the transaction, and who stated it to 
have been so much a surprise, that if the in- 
surgents had not been intoxicated, and had 
deferred the execution of their plan until a 
later hour of the night, it was probable that 
they would have gained, at least, a tempo- 
rary possession of a part of the town, and of 
the persons of the government. Under these 
circumstances, he maintained, it would not 
be decent in the House to suffer the session 
to terminate without calling for information 
on so important and interesting a subject, 
He entreated gentlemen to bring the case a 
little nearer to themselves, and to suppose, 
for amoment, that the King’s ministers in 
England had received intelligence of a con- 
spiracy for the seizing of London, that secret 
powder-mills and prepared ammunition had 
been detected—the labourers of the counties 
of Kent and Surrey had been observed sud- 
denly to quit their work, and to proceed in 
small parties towards the metropolis. He 
believed that, if after such a succession of 
intimations, the plot, instead of being antici- 
pated, as in the instance of Col Despard’s foul 
treason, which had been frustrated by the vi. 
gilance and activity of the noble person (Lord 
Pelham) at the head of the home department, 
was permitted to burst in a surprize upon 
the town, Parliament when its first emotions 
of dismay and resentment at such disastrous 
supineness should have subsided, would be 
desirous of some detailed communication 
in respect to the transaction. If it would be 
the bounden duty of Parliament to require 
information in the case of London, was it 
less its duty to demand it in the case of Dub- 
lin? If Parliament suffered itself to go to 
a vacation in perfect ignorance on a sub- 
ject so deeply affecting—the interest of Ire- 
land, would Ireland, cou/d Jreland think 
that she was justly treated ?—Could, in truth, 
any member of the United Parliament feel, 


‘under such circumstances, that he had faith- 


fully and censcieéntiously discharged the trust 
reposed in him? He was anxious that the 
House should have information in respect, 
not only to the late transactions in Ireland 
but to the gentral state of that country, for 
experience had proved that no reliance was 
to be placed on the views'which his Majes- 
ty’s ministers seemed to entertain, of the 
situation of the affairs comtilitied to thei 
management. It could not be forgot 
when the Chancellor of the Excheqt 
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crease of the establishment of the Prince of 
Wales, he urged the period of peace asa 
conjunctare peculiarly proper for the intro- 
duction of that measure, and by his statement 
conveyed ao impression to Parliament, to the 
public, and certainly to the Stock Exchange, 
that there was at that time no immediate 
prospect of any interruption of the public 
tranguillity. Yet a fortnight alterwards the 
tight hon. gent. came down with another 
message, communicating to the House, that 
discussions of great importance were sub- 
sisting betwéen his Majesty and the French 
government, and that very considerable 
military preparations were carrying on in 
the ports of France and Hollaud, in conse- 
quence of which the militia was called out, 
aud the country declared to be in imminent 
danger of invasion. A few.weeks had only 
elapsed since the most captivating represen- 
tation of the profound tranquillity of Ire- 
Jand had been made by several gentle- 
men, and particularly by one honourable 
gent. (Mr. Archdall) who had lately de- 
scribed himself as a sort of monopolist of 
the independence of that House, but scarce- 
ly had the breath which uttered these state- 
meots, and the cheerings from the Treasury 
Bench which accompanied them, passed 
away, before the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer acquainted Parliament, by his Ma- 
jesty’s command, that a rebellious conspi- 
racy had broken out in the metropolis of 
the country, which had so recently been as- 
serted to have been in the enjoyment of per- 
fect prosperity and harmony, and Parliament 
was called on to suspend the habeas corpus 
act and to pass a martial law bill. These 
were things, he said, which in former times 
would have been enough to have deprived 
an administration of the public confidence. 
They would have disgraced and blasted at 
least as far as its capacity was concerned, the 
reputation of a government: they would 


have excited an universal indignation against 


ministers, who should have thus aggravated 
the peril of their country by such a false es- 
timate of its danger. When he first heard 
these flattering reports of the state of Ire- 
land, he confessed he received them with 
distrust. “ Altérations in the temper and ha-. 
bits of a people were not the operation of 
enchantment, and therefore when he was told 
of so vast and sudden a change, he could not 
help locking for some cause proportionate to 
such an effcct.—Now he knew of no impor- 
tant measures which had been adopted, in re- 
sptct to Ireland, since the union, likely to have 


“produced s6 fortunate and rapid an improve- 
ment, The-peace he had always considered 


as avource Of addition:] danger. 
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Ireland, and he had from the first been ap. 
prehensive that the disaffected, by being fur- 
nished through its means with more plausible 
pretexts, would carry on their machinaticns 
with more secrecy’ and consequently more 
securify. But when he had learnt by tlie 
official correspondence on the table, that th 
French government had so early as th 
month of November been detected in the 
design of sending military spies to Ireland 
under commercial pretences (which was very 
justly described in his Majesty’s declaration 
to have been deci-ive indication of the dis- 
positions and intentions of that govergment) 
he had imagined, that Ireland wou'd have 
become the object of the perpetual vigilance 
of ministers, that their eyes would have 
been fixed upon it, that they would have 
watched it at every turn. He felt utterly at 
a loss to account for the torpor they had ma- 
nifested. ‘They reaily seemed to have been 
under the influence of some baleful speil, 
which had benumbed their facu!ties, and ren- 
dered them callous to all the warnings they 
had received. He said he should abstain 
from adverting to the topics upon which the 
hon. gent. who had introduced this discus- 
sion, had touched, because he could not en- 
ter upon them without taking up more of 
the time of the House than he upon the pre- 
sent occasion deemed himself at liberty tv 
occupy. He repeated that he thought the 
House ought to have the information, which 
it was the object of the motion to procure, 
first, to justify itself for the measures it bad 
lately passed; secondly, because there ap: 
ared to have been such supineness on the 
part both of the English and Irish gover: 
mentas demanded investigation ; and thirdly, 
because it was the duty of Parliament ( 
possess itself of a competent knowledge 
the actual state of Ircland. And he con- 
cluded by earnestly éxhorting the House 
to reflect, on the very disparaging and 1° 
decorous relation in which it would piace 
itself to that part of the United Kingdom, 
ifit should acquiesce in its present ignorance 
of Irish affairs. r 
Lord Castlereagh said, he should subm 
to the Hous¢ a very few words on the ed 
ject now before it. The speech of the a 
gent. who brought this matter forward i 
of a general nature, and embraced (0p! 
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—one, that the executive government were 


‘bound to give moré information on the af- 


fairs of Ireland than they had given relative 
to the late ‘melancholy oceasion. Where 
his hon. friend formed the principle. or 
statesman-like motive for giving that infor- 
mation, he was at a loss to know; as little 
was the application fer this information 
founded on precedent in the practice ot the 
executive government of Ireland; and he 
did not think that the precedents to be found 
in the practice of the executive government 
were wholly unworthy of notice upon this 
occasion. He spoke of the executive go- 
vernments of Lord Camden and Lord Corn- 
wallis; no government of which he had ever 
known the history was placed in a situation 
more difficult and critical, and extricated 


itself out of its dijticulties so well as those of | 


the two noble lords whose names he had just 
mentioned, but certainly neither of these two 
governments furnished a precedent to sup-* 
port the motion now before the House. It 
was indeed true, that after the rebellion, 
when all treason was put down, when indi- 
viduals were brought to justice, government 
came to Parliament with all the information 
they possessed, but not until all the indivi- 
duals accused of being concerned in the re- 
bellion had been brought to justice; this 
was after the danger was over, not like the 
present, Where the danger was pending; 
and therefore, how a man of reasoning pow- 
ers, and enlightened mind, could expect this 
motion to be agreed to, by which a full view 
was to be given of all that goveroment knew 
With respect to danger, he was at a loss, 
Since all reasoning was against it, and no 
precedent for it. There was manifest’y Jn 
this motion great danger, if the House com- 
ply with it, for if government brought for- 
ward the information now called for, the 
statement would present to the House a par- 
tial account, opon which they weuld not 
endeavour to judge, because they could not 
Judge fairly ; it was therefore impossible that 
this information should be produced without 
either not being relied upon at all, or if re- 
lied upon, would conduce to an unfair deci- 
sion. The House would therefore not re- 
Quire, because it would not determine, upon 
niformation that was imperfect, and he trust- 

ed he had now satisfied his hon. friend him- 

self, that this inquiry was improper at the 

Present moment. As to what was formerly 

done, his hon. friend had no ground for this 

motion by way of reference to former pro- 

ceedings. On the former occasion the House 

d acted on his motion for the renewal of 
martial law in ireland; the ground on which 
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MNMeuiate danger that was felt at that time, ~ 


rebellion to be sure, for the men were in 
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but he rested it on the foundation of a pre- 
cautionary system. There was no argument 
at that time on the subject of the production 
of all information in the hands of govern- 
ment; the argument then was an argument 
upon the inconvenience of delay, and Par- 
liament thought they best discharged their 
duty by granting that power to government 
for 4 short period, and leaving the matter to 
be afierwards reconsidered by Parliament 
when the time should expire. The procla- 
mation in Ireland declared that treason had 
appeared in the open streets of Dublin, and 
if Parliament believed the fact, this was a 
foundation for their proceeding to provide 
for the safety of that country by declaring 
martial law; for certainly, in many cases, 
Parliament had acted on the notoriety of an 
evil, without any formal or specific commu- 
nication from the executive government; 
and therefore, he trusted, his hon. friend 
would no longer persist in censuring govern- 
ment for bringing forward the measure of 
martial law, without laying more informa- 
tion before Parliament upon this occasion. 
Another part of the charge that day was, 
the criminaliiy of the Irish government for 
not counteracting the measures of the rebels. 
Upon this his lordship said, he begged to be 
understood as not designing to impuie to 
any one aby improper views, yet he thought 
it was due to decorum, that, however willing 
the executive government might be to dis- 
cuss all matters relative to their conduct, yet 
it was due to decorum,’ not to take it u 

collaterally or accidentally, but that ques- 
tion of their conduct should be made one 
large general question, capable of embracing 
the whole of that conduct. Now his hop. 
friend hag accused the government of [re- 
land for not taking measures of precaution ; 

he differed from his hon, friend upon that 
subject. The amount of the daily guard in 
Dublin was very great. As to the garrison 

not being ready to turn out immediately in 

the streets of Dublin—nothing appeared to 

make that a reasonab'e expectation in itself 
at the time : a body collected in that part 

of the town which was the scene of out- 


. rage, and in which unfortunately fell a ve- 


nerable character, whose loss was much to 
be deplored, but it was a thing that. might 
have happened to any other person who had 
become conspicuous for his virtue, and. the 
object of hatred to the assassins; but if this 


‘event of the nurder of this elevated person 


in the open sirect had not happened, the in- 
surrection would not have been considered 
in the serious light in which it was consider- 
ed in consequence of that event, _ It.was e 
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arms committing a rebellions act ; but they 
were soon dispersed ; and there was no 
proof whatever that Dublin was not suffi- 
ciently guarded ; and he would observe, that 
if the hon. gent. made this a charge against 
his majesty’s government in Ireland, he 
would only observe that this was not the 
proper course to be taken for that purpose ; 
but certainly there was nothing in the nature 
of the rebellion in Thomas Street that de- 
manded more force than the government 
brought aganst the rebels, There was no 
proof that the arrangements made by go- 
vernment on that occasion were not adequate 
for the purpose of protecting the city. He 
had gone through the two points which had 
been stated against his Majesty’s government 
in Ireland, namely, want of information 
from government to the House, under the 
present circumstances, and negligence, in 
not providing against the mischief. As to 
the general observations made by the hon. 
gent. he went into much too wide a field for 
him to follow on the present occasion, and 
therefore he should decline it for the present ; 
but as to the censure which had been cast 
on the execujive government or parliament 
of Ireland, he could not, consistently with 
the sense he had of his duty, sitsilent. He 
considered that the Parliament of I[reland 
had shewn itself as jealous of public liberty 
as any body of men had ever been, under 
¢ircumstances similar to theirs. He observed, 
that the clause which was inserted in an act 
of Parliament for the protection of the magis- 
trates who had done their duty in suppressing 
the rebellion, was a very just and wise one. 
In some cases there had been excess of au- 
thority, and actions were brought by per- 
sons who had suffered by such excesses. 
Juries adopted in some cases a wrong rule 
of decision, which was, by calling on the 
defendant in such actions to shew the cause 
of ‘his conduct, and find a verdict against 
him, if he could not do so to their satisfac- 
tion, This introduced: a complication of 
hardships upon magistrates in many in- 
stances, from the very nature of the business 
in which they were engaged, from the death 
of ‘witnesses, and a thousand other circum- 
stances incident to a rebellion; and many 

rates who had acted with the purest 
love of their country, might have been ruin- 


ed; Parliament therefore enacted, that in-. 


stead of ¢alling on the defendant in such 
actions, to shew that he acted bond f£4:, the 
court should call on the plaintiff to prove the 

alts animus ot the defendant before a ver- 


should pass against him, and this his 
landdbip "alétatained was an act of justice, 


“Jord then to defend 
it of Lord fd Camden and Lord 


¥ . * 
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Cornwallis in Ireland, which he praised 
highly, and,observed that they had been s09 
far from being rigorous, as some had ima- 
gined that they were remarkable for lenity ; 
that the military power had never been em- 
ployed, except in cases where the civil power 
had been tried in vain : that if there could 
be any defect imputed to them, it arose from 
too much disposition to lenity ; but he was 
glad it had so happened, because in Ireland 
it was most essential that the current of pub- 
lic opinion should go with government, and 
that could not be the case anless rigorous 
measures were a good deal delayed ; and, 
speaking in the abstract, rigorous measures 
had been delayed too long ; but, considering 
all circumstances, it was wise. As to out- 
rages, there had been many on both sides, 
but there never was a rebellion without them. 
He had no doubt that the hon. gent. who 
brought this subject forward was persuaded 
that the public interest demanded that these 
topics should be raked up, and ail the evils of 
the late rebellion brought fo:th anew ; but he 
differed from the hon. gent.’on that subject. 
The distress of Ireland, which had been stated 
to have been general, was by no means the 
case : the statements of the distress of Ire- 
land, as well as the disposition to rebellion, 
had been very much exaggerated : he would 
venture to affirm, no power in Europe had 
made more rapid strides in wealth and gene- 
ral happiness for the last fifteen years, (nen 
that part of the British empire had done. 
He was persuaded that its prosperity and its 
happiness were increasing still very rapidly, 
and that the treason which had lately been 
found there, and which had been so much 
lamented, arose from objects different from 
those which the hon. gent. recommended 1¢ 
medies for ; most of the topics touched upon 
by the hon. gent. were of delicate discussion, 
on which, from the nature of things, 1t 4 
unreasonable toexpect uniformity of ern 
and, therefore, the last day of a session © 
Parliament was but ill adapted to their as 
cussion, and that the more especially, pans 
the hon. gent did not state, that, in his sh 
mind, the proposition which should fo 3 
the discussion was made up; buteven 1! pi 
had, what practical means were oe 
this instant, of carrying that propositioD ‘6 ad 
effect. The hon. gent. felt himself just 
in bringing this subject forward before! 

rtunily 
very few gentlemen who had the opporth”? 

ing - i j f it, or of Listes 

of hearing the discussion of if, ‘oubt bat 
ing to his statement. He had no “¢ that be 
the hon, gent, had satisfied his mips 
was performing a public duty, PY thought it 
course, but the noble lord said be counts 
was calculated. rather to distract the ©" 
to talk of grievances without provi? 
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they specifically are, where they are to be 
found, or what the remedies of them are ; 
and that at a time when the vigour, the 
energy, the wealth, the honour ot the em- 
pire are and ought to be embarked in the 
great contest ia which we are engaged. 
Whatever questions may arise an the minute 
points which might be calculated to diffuse 
in time still greater wealth and happiness in 
Treland, many of them disputable in theory, 
and on which a great diversity of opinion 
prevailed, and ov which a disquisition would 
be long and tedious, because it must be mi- 
nute ; and, therefore, it should be suffered 
to sleep until one great previous question, 
namely, whether the British empire shall re- 
tain its wealth, its honour, and its happiness, 
or the whole shall bé laid at the foot of a 
merciless foe ?> That was the question now 
for us to consider and to act upon, instead of 
dwelling on general points of supposed de- 
fects in our government, which was well 
calculated to oppose us to the enemy, and to 
preserve our glory. 

Mr. [Vindham said, if the noble lord who 
had first spoken (Lord Hawkesbury) had ob- 
jection to the proposed motion ; that that 
was probably the last day of the session ; 
that there was a thin attendance, and no 
time to deliberate upon the subject ; so far 
as the objections applied, they were of con- 
siderable weight ; but those objections ap- 
plied much more to the speech of the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Hutchinson) than to the motion, 
hat speech contained a variety of geveral to- 
pics, respecting which he must give a general 
opinion. The state of Ireland, improved as 
it had been of late years, wanted a great deal 
more to bring it to perfection. ‘To use me- 
dical terms, that country was afflicted with 
a chronic complaint, attended with violent 
paroxysms; the former required the slow 
operation of aremedy, whilst the latter, when 
they occurred, required an immediate appli- 
cation : and ont of the embarrasment which 
these circumstances occasioned, arose the 
difficulty of treating that country in a proper 
Way. Hethought, at the same time, that 
speeches like those of the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Hutchinson) tended to operate’ good, inas- 
much as they shewed a disposition in the 
legislature to attend to those objects more 
immediately connected with the welfare of 
Ireland. The objections of the other noble 
lord (Lord Castlereagh) more immediately 
applied to the question. That noble 
lord had urged the general danger which 
Would result from the information called for 
being Jaid before Parliament : the degree’ 
of danger to result depended upon govern- 
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cation as they thought groper. No other 
information was asked for than should be 
considered compatible with the public inte- 
rest and safety. With reference to this sub 
ject, as much had been said lately of parlia- 
mentary grounds, he would ask how much 
they knew of the affairs of Ireland upon 
parliamentary grounds? They knew, it was 
true, that the King’s proclamation stated the 
existence of a rebellious insurrection, but 
what other information upon the subject 
was before Parliament when they suspended 
the habeas corpus act in Ireland, and enacted 
the martial law bill? If that insurrection 
was merely.a sudden thing, why such strong 
measures? If it was permanent, wliy not in- 
formation? Upon the discussion of the 
message relative to that subject, he was 
charged with calling out for delay ; but what 
he proposed was either to defer the consi- 
deration of it till the next day, according to 
the established usage of Parliament, or to 
return an address, containing a general des 
claration of the sentiments of ihat House, 
and then to bring in the bill after a short in- 
terval. The noble lord had alluded to a 
message brought down to the Irish Parlia- 
ment, May 22, 1798, but there was then this 
material difference, that it was statedthat the 
insurrection then expected might break out 
that very night, and the whole of this trans- 
action took place in the very city where the 
insurrection was expected to break out, and 
consequently where all were more competent 
tojudge of the subject than we possibly could 
be in this country. Upon the message re- 
lative to sending the militia to Ireland some 
delay took place, in compliance with the 
usages of the House; and with respect to 
that subject, he recollected that an hon, 
gent. ‘(Mr. Sheridan) not only opposed de- 
lay, but opposed the measure when it was. 
brought forward, He had stated that the 
Irish government were surprized, and that 
the capital was within an ace of being taken 
possession of ; and the letter sent from Ire- 
land to the government bere actually left it 
in doubt what the issue of the contest would 
be. It had been triumphantly asked, upon, 
what ground he stated this ?- and it had been. 
denied that the government of Ireland were 
surprised, and said the capital. was not fn 
danger : if they could not agree upon.this 
subject, the best way would be to bring ina 
special verdict, and state facts. Were there 
not powder-mills and other preparations ? 
Were there not printed papers ready for dis-, 
tribution, and the country people coming in 
by preconcerted agreement? If all the cir. 
cumstances were taken together, did they not. 
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depth and breadth ? The mere assassination of 
Lord Kilwarden might have been the sudden 
act of a few traitors ; bot combining all the 
circumstances together, no man cotild say 
that the government were not surprised, or 
that the capital was not in danger. It had 
been said that the guards were doubled, as 
a measure of precaution; but he was well 
informed on this subject, that that was not a 
measure of extraordinary precaution, but 
that it had been done, and was constantly 
done upon much more trifling occasions : 
besides, to say that a measure was equal to 
what was adopted upon such and such an oc- 
casion was nothing, the question was, was it 
enough? If the insurrection had broken ont 
at midnight, instead of breaking out, as it 
fortunately did, three hours before, would 
any one say that the capital might not have 
been one continued scene of horror and mas- 
sacre? Every one knew that the insurrec- 
tion and the Castle were on one side, and 
the barracks on the other. If it had not been 
for the delay occasioned by the death of Lord 
Kilwarden, the next step would have been 
to the Castle, where he understood there was 
nothing like a sufficient guard. In one sense, 
the Irish government were not surprised, as 
they were continually receiving information 
upon the subject; but, as in this country, 
where the warning voice of the approaching 
danger was treated with disregard, and those 
who talked of that danger held out as alar- 
mists, so in Ireland all information upon the 
subject of the intended insurrection was 
treated with disregard ; and even a general, 
who gave some information, was treated in 
such a manner as to induce him to demand a 
court-martial upon his conduct, which, how- 
ever, was not granted. The government of 
Ireland would not believe there was any 
danger whilst the mine was digging under 
their feet; they sat in the most serene tran- 
quillity whilst the explosion was preparing, 
the consequences of which it was very for- 
tunate were no worse. It-had been said that 
he wished to make people fee! their danger 
through the medium of their fears : he knew 
of no other way ; they must take it as they 
chose, it might have a different effect upon a 
different people ; but he believed the people 
of this country would fight most manfully 
against the danger-which threatened them. 
The system, however, of hon. gentlemen, on 
the other side of the House, was quite the 
reverse ; they said, do not tell them of their 
‘danger; for they will be frightened out of their 
wits, and. at last they were obliged to confess 
the danger. Upon this subject they were 
touch obliged to himself and those with 
_ Whom be acted, for stating broadly and 
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openly the danger to which we were ex. 
posed; it was like throwing school-boys into 
the water to make them swim. Ministers 
had decried>him and his friends as a set of 
alarmists, and had then delayed the measures 
necessary for the defence of the country to 
sé late a period, that it was to be feared they 
would come too late. The object of the 
motion was only to obtain- information as to 
the state of [reland. On the same principle 
that a council of war was wished for, so ha 
thought a committee of that House might 
sit very usefully in the interval between the 
prorogation and their next meeting, for the 
purpose of considering what had been, aid 
what was the state of Ireland. He was sure 
that sech a committee, from the materials 
which might be afforded them, might make 
a report against the next meeting of Pariia- 
ment, well worthy their attention. He there- 
fore gave his support to the motion. 

Sir Robert Williams said, he was now well 
convinced, that when the guards in Dublin 
were doubled, and the garrison under arms, 
that the government were not surprised. He 
had been seven years in Ireland, and had ne- 
ver, during that time, seen the guarde dou- 
bled. % 

Colonel Cole said, that every Irish gentle- 
man inthe House must feel that the Irish go- 
vernment had been very remiss. He wes 
sure that no man wished more than himse'f 
to support government at the present cris's, 
but the government of Ireland ought to have 
paid more attention to the information try 
received from the gentlemen of that coontry. 
As to the precaution of doubling the guards 
it was wholly insufficient; and he knew 10 
be a fact, that when the yeomanry came ( 
receive their arms there was no ammunincn 
to give them: he thought that a government 
who sported with theives of the loyal 14% 
bitants of the country, deserved the censure 
of that House. +a | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, : 
should almost bave supposed that the ng ‘ 
hon. gent. felt a little sore at the observate" 
which had been made upon bis conduct W! 
respect to the message relative to Irelan a 
might indeed suppose that the right hon. Be. 
was a little sore upon that subject, as © 
ly a day passed that the right hon. 
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from agreeing to the present O ; 
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which there was no precedent whatever. 
Before the bills were brought forward rela- 
tive to Ireland, a statement was made out 
from his Majesty, which was a complete jus- 


tification for the voting of those measures > 


a proclamation was laid on the table, stat- 
ing the existence. of a rebellious conspiracy 
against his Majesty’s government ; and he 
asked the House whether there was not a 
sufficient proof of the existence of a traito- 
rous conspiracy? Lhe House was then called 
upon to adopt measures for the safety of the 
Joyal inhabitants of Ireland ; the right hon. 
gent, who complained of being charged with 
altemptiog to create delay, then wished not 
only to postpone the measure, but to delay 


24 hours even before they addressed his Ma-. 


jesty in answer to the message. ‘The scru- 
ples urged then by the right hon. gent. were 
extremely ill-timed, and likely to be produc- 
tive of the worst consequences ; dispatch at 
that period might be the safety of the coan- 
try, and delay might be its destruction. He 
would ask whether the decision of Parliament, 
on that occasion, did not give confidtnce to 
the people of Ireland, and more particularly 
to the inhabitants of Dublin. With respect 
to the message which had been alluded to, 
which was delivered to the Irish Parliament 
on the 24th of May, 1798, they did not take 
24 hours to consider of it, but voted that it 
should be forthwith taken into consideration. 
The right hon. gent. had said, that the go- 
vernment of Ireland and of this country were 
taken by surprize. No opinion had ¢ver been 
stated, by his Majesty's government, that 
Ireland was in a state of safety, he only 
stated that there was no necessity to recur to 
those measures which had been before adopt- 
ed. Ministers were not so weak as to sup- 
pose that the contagion which had infected 
so large a mass of the people of Ireland was 
cutirely dissipated, but when they considered 
how much, in the course of the last-two 
years, the state of Ireland had been amelio- 
rated and improved, even beyond the most 
sanguine expectation, and that the people of 
that country had had the opportunity of ob- 
serving that in another country a military 
despotism had supplanted all those visionary 
ideas of liberty and equality which had been 
Cherished by so many in Ireland, they were 
justified in imagining that those persons 
would take a lesson from what they: had ob- 
served, and he was convincéd that many of 
them had taken a lesson, and a very useful 
lesson, The government of Ireland were pot 
taken by surprise, as had been alleged, and 
the measure of doubling the guards was fully 
sufficient as a measure of precautiortr The 
right hon. gent. had said, that no other or- 
ders were given till midnight :—this was not 
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the fact ; what the orders were, it was not 
material to state, but they could have beea 
acted upon if the continuance of the insur- 
rection had rendered it necessary. Informas 
tion had certainly been received by the go- 
vernment of Ireland, respecting the intended 
insurrection, but they had also received in- 
telligence of a different nature, and they 
were to judge of what credit or weight was 
to be given to the information which came 
to their hands. The right hon. gent. had 
alladed to Colone) Despard, and had called it 
an insulated conspiracy ; but the proclama- 
tion of the rebels in Hreland proved that it 
was not so, as they alluded to an, attempt 
made in this capital which hadfuiled. The 
government of Jreland would have been 
charged with credulity, if they had stated 
they believed what they knew to be true. 
That government had been charged with di- 
latoriness, but they were to consider how 
they could best carry into effect the great ob- 


ject of making ap example of traitors: it 


| was-the great duty of government to consi- 


der when they ought timely to interpose, and 
when measures of vigour and energy ought 
to be resorted to. If they had not acted as 
they did, the calamity would have been ten 
times more dreadful ; they did not disregard 
measures of precaution, for they took all those 
that were necessary. The right hon. gent. 
thought that the details respecting the state 
of Ireland should be laid before the House ; 
he did not recollect that that right hon. gent. 
formed a part of his Majesty's government, 
or that-he brought forward any details re- 
specting the state of Ireland, notwithstand- 
ing the strong measures then proposed ; and 
although repeated motions were made for 
that purpose, that right hon. gent. then ree 
sisted all motions of inquiry respecting [re- 
land —but it was not merely respecting Ire- 
land, but many other circumstances relative 
to which the right hon. gent., daring the 
seven years he heid a seat in his Majesty's 
councils, resisted all enquiry whatever ; dis 
astrous expeditions, on which there might 
be on the face of them misconduct, were 
equally denied to be enquired into, Was 
not all inguiry resisted with respect tothe 
expedition, to Quiberon, in which the feel- 
ings of the country were so much interested 
and so much hurt? © He did mot say by any 
means, that the right hon, gent. iviproperiy 
resisied inquiry in those instances, bat he 
only adduced the condact of the right hon. 
gent. upon those occasions to prove that the 
right hon, gents was. not exactly the person 
who ought now to call for inquiry: The 
right hon. gent. had said, that the Irish go-- 
vernment was inert, which he denied, and 
that the government of this country refused 
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to listen to the coercing voice of danger, but 
measures had been taken from the moment 
of signing the treaty of Amiens to place the 
country in a state of security, and since the 
message of the 8th of March, measures had 
been adopted for the defence of the country 
which were completely unexampled in its 
history. The right hon. gent. had said he 
had only told truth with respect to the dan- 
ger of the country ; but there were different 
modes of telling truth, and certainly that 
was not the best mode of telling the truth, 
to magnify the resources of the enemy, and 
to depreciate our own. With respect to the 
motion itself, it has been said that this 
would probably be the last day of the session 
for business, and yet they were called upon 
to give information, from which no possible 
good could arise: not only that, but from 
the production of which great danger must 
arise, as it was impossible to garble it in the 
manner stated by the right hon. gent. The 
hon. gent. (Mr. Hutchinson) had himself 
stated the object of his motion to be prospec- 


tive, and it was evident that a standing 


Committee, like that alluded to, could not 
be established without an act of Parliament, 
fiom whence no beneficial effects could arise. 
If the House thought the government of Ire- 
land capable of taking measures for the safe- 
ty of that country, let that government take 
those measures which it thought most advis- 
able; and it should always be recollected, 
that in cases of conspiracy, measures of haste 
were not advisable, as they prevented the 
guilty from being brought to that punish- 
ment which they deserved. Being convin- 
ced that the House were satisfied that the 
present motion ought not to be carried into 
effect, he should give it his decided nega- 
tive. 

Mr. Windbam explained several points in 
his speech, in. which he conceived that he 
had been misunderstood by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; hé particularly alluded 
to the expedition to Quiberon; and said, 
that so far from depreciating any inquiry 
upon that subject, it was one upon which 
he had always called upon gentlemen, and 
dared them to enter into the inquiry. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer begged 
leave to state one fact which he had omitted 
in his former speech ; it had been stated that 
military spies from France, under the title 
of commercial agents, had been arrested in 
Ireland ; this was not the case, because go- 
vernment had prevented those persons from 
going to the place of their destination. 

Dr. Laurence said, he did not know of 
this motion before he came into the House, 


_ but having heard it, he was determined to 
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give it his support. He by no means agreed 
with the noble Secretary of State, that the 
motion was objectionable, because it could 
have no practical and immediate ef% t, if 
appeared to him that’ such a motion, as the 
present, was perfectly proper; and he alsg 
contended, that the hon. gentleman who 
brought it ferward was perfectly justified jn 
bis opening speech in going into those gene- 
ral observations for which he had been sg 
much censured. The hon. gent. shen pro- 
ceeded to enter at considerable length into 
a defence of his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Windham) particularly for his conduct on 
the day when the message was delivered re- 
specting Ireland. Hethen adverted to the 
assertion of Mr. Windham, that the go- 
vernment of Ireland had suffered itself to be 
surprised : this he contended was stricily 
true, and they were the more culpable, be- 
cause they had not only received intormatica 
from different quarters, but they had the 
evidence of facts to warn them of their ap- 
proaching danger. He, however, did not 
object to the measures which had been a- 
dopted with regard to Ireland, he only com- 
plained that they had been adopted withou 
sufficient information having been laid be- 
fore Parliament. He repeated the charges 
which he had before advanced against his 
Majesty’s ministers of procrastination in their 
measures for public security, and he in- 
stanced a circular letter which was sent last 
week from the Admiralty to the captains of 
the sea fencibles on the coast, desiring them 
to transmit to the Admiralty an account of 
the soundings and bearings of the coat 
within their command: this was certain'y 
very proper, but was information of which 
the Admiralty ought to have been 1n posses 
sion long ago. He denied that he, or his 
right hon, friend, had ever endeavoured ? 
depress the spirit of the people; they ha 
not indeed flattered them, but they bad told 
them their real situation. They had “ite 
doubted the energy of the people ; they ba 
complained that the ministers had not ew 
measures to make them acquainted with a 
danger with which they were threatenct 
The hon. gent. then made a variety of eh 
ments upon the conduct of his Majesty s rs 
nisters, which he censured very gent 
particularly with reference to the conc aoe 
of the treaty of Amiens, and to the neg ‘ 
ation which terminated in the rupture 

* friend had not 
that treaty, .He and his hon. ine f attack 
taken the usual and popular ground o a re 
against ministers, viz. that they es thel 
tending the prerogative of the Crown ng dis- 
only complained of them ‘for not havi06 
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the motion before the House, if the informa- 
tion called for in this motion could be grant- 
ed with safety, he sincerely hoped it would 
not be refused. 

The Attorney General said, it certainly 
was not his intention to follow the learned 
gent. through the whole of his multifarious 
speech, because it seemed as if ii had been 
the intention of the learned gent. in his 
speech, at the conclusion of the session to 
sum up the whole of the debates which had 
occurred during the session. There were a 
variety of subjects upon which the hon. gent. 
had commented, which appeared to him 
to have not even the most remote connexion 
with the question before the House, and 
upon these points he was not tempted to fol- 
low him. Nothing certainly could be more 
true than that when a rebellion was suppres- 
sed, it was desirable that the laws should 
revert as soon as possible to their antient 
channel}: this principle was feit so strongly 
by his Majesty’s ministers, that they wished, 
even in time of rebellion, to keep the laws in 
their usual channel, except only in cases of ac- 
tual rebellion, and consequently, inthe martial 
law bill which had been passed, there was 
no stoppage of the regular course of justice, 
except in those particular cases. A consi- 
derable part of this discussion had turned 
upon the manner in which the late measures 
with regard to Ireland had been passed, and 
the right hon. gent. seemed to support the 
motion with the view to enable ministers to 
Justify themselves for their conduct upon 
that occasion. He was not of opinion 
that the conduct of ministers, or of Par- 
liament upon that occasion, required any 
Justification.—-With regard to the motion 
before the House, the only practicable 
means of carrying it into effect would 
be to address the King not to prorogue Par- 
liament, a measure which he did not sup- 
pose any gentleman would recommend at a 
period like the present, when the presence 
of gentlemen was so necessary in the coun- 
try. But it had been said that a committee 
might be appointed to sit during the proro- 
gation, for the pur of examining into 
the state of Ireland. He wished to know 
whether the right hon. gent. meant that an 
Act of Parliament should be passed to ap- 
point such a committee? . [Mr, Windham 
said he had not stated how it was to be ap- 
pointed, he had only recommended that it 
should be done.j The. only way in which 
he was aware that such a committee could 

lnstituted was, by an Act. of Parliament, 
and he would venture to say, that there was 
not a recedent for sucha measure on. the 


Jour of the House, e There were besides 
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great constitutional difficulties in the way of 
such a measure; because a committee so 
constituted would be independent of the 
power of the House, and of the prerogative 
of the Crown. The hon. gent. had recom- 
mended this, in order to shew the people of 
Ireland the vigilance with which their atfairs 
were attended to. But it would shew a 
strange kind of vigilance to agree to a mea- 
sure of this kind on the last day of a session, 
when it could not be attended with any prac- 
tical good effect ; but he admitted it was not 
only the period of ‘the session which induced 
him to oppose the motion, because be should 
equally oppose it if brought forward on the 
first day of the session. Indeed he did not think 
that secret committees ought to be appointed 
unless when applied for by government. 
Nothing could be more obvious, than that 
in the case of treasonable conspiracies the exe- 
cutive government ought to be left to itself, be- 
cause the greatest possible mischief might arise 
from the institution of premature inquiry, 
because it might tend to prevent the punish- 
ment of the guilty, and to cut up the sources 
of future information. He was far from at- 
tributing any such motive to the hon, gent. 
who brought forward the motion, but cer- 
tainly its adoption might have that effect. 
That hon, gent. bad talked much of concilia- 
ting the people of Ireland, but it should be re- 
collected, that in attempting to- conciliate 
part of the inhabitants of that country, they 
might ron the risk of alienating others. 
There was in that country some as loyal, 
affectionate, and tried subjects as any in his 
Majesty's dominions; and it was necessary 
to take care, that in endeavouring to conci- 
liate those whose affections we had not, we 
did. not alienate those whose affections we 
had, whose loyalty was tried, and whose 
energy and bravery had, in a most critical 
moment, saved that country. He could, if 
it were necessary, enlarge very much upon 
this subject, which however he should not 


do; he only thought it right to throw out 


this consideration to those who were con- 
stantly talking of conciliation. Convinced 
therefore as he was that this motion could 
have no practical good effect if adopted at 
this moment, convinced that it was a motion 
which ought not at any time to be agreed to, 
he should give it his decided opposition. —— 
Lord Temple observed, that words had 
been attributed by some right. hon. gent. to 
his right hon. friend, which he had never 
expressed: he talked much of | precedents, 
without recollecting that his right hon. friead 
threw out the idea of appointing a commit- 
tee in the way of suggestion, and not ad- 
aS argument; aud he lamented that 
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the learned gent. should exhaust so much 
time in endeavouring to refute what was 
never seriously meant to be proposed. He 
deprecated the idea of our alienating the af- 
fections of those who at present were fa- 
vourably inclined to us, in the-attempt to 
conciliate those who may feel difterently. 
The rebellion was by no means a catholic 
one; the cottdgers and others, of both reli- 
gions, were equally the victims: it could 
not therefore be justly styled a catholic 
rebellion. He should support the motion, 
because he thought it important to know 
whether government was in possession of 
imformation sufficient to enable them to act 
decisively sooner than they had done. Ad- 
verting to the occurrences which took place 
in Dublin, he observed, if government had 
previous information, or were aware of what 
was going forward, they ought to be brougnt 
toa severe account for it. Had they in such 
a case speedily come forward with vigour 
and decision, the life of Lord Kilwarden, 
and many others, might have been saved. He 
censored the precautions taken by the go- 
vernment of Ireland for the security of the 
capiial as inadequate and insecure. Having 
served om garrison duty in this city, he had 
an opportunity of understanding that part 
of the subject. The motion was one which 
ke thought ought to be adopted as a means 
of learning whether government had those 
means of information which those who 
acted with him contended they had, and on 
account of which they should have acted 
very differently. 

Lord Castlereagh spoke in explanation of 
some points which fell from him, and adver- 
ted to the equal responsibility, in a general 
sense, of all the members of his Majesty's 
government. , 

Lord Tempie said a few words in explana- 
tion; as did 

The Attorney-General, who vindicated him- 
self from the charge of having aspersed the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland, a great number 
of whom he believed in his conscience, to 
be as faithful and Joyal subjects as any in that 
part of the united kingdom. 

‘Fhe Chancellor of the Excheguer explained, 


that the reason of bis going into a statement | 


of many of the leading measures of his Ma« 
jesty’s government was, the assertion made 


missness and delay existed on the part of 
both governments. With a view, therefore, 
to obviate any uvfavourable impressions that 
such assertions may. give rise to, he had 
wieead Geaaae?. sk 
, d thought the langua 
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sake of Ireland, to regret that the union had 


taken place. He was astonished that at a 
time when a rebellion had recently broken 
out, when many people in Ireland imagined 
a degree of remissness on that part of go- 
vernment existed, and when the capital was 
nearly surprised ; when, under such circum- 
stances, a motion like the present was made 
in the United Parliament, they should be 
told that no useful purpose could be answer- 
ed by it, and that the United Parliament 
could do nothing in it. Very different, he 
believed, would be the conduct of an Irish 
Parliament in such circumstances. He 
thought the subject should be inquired into, 
When he heard of a want of precedent ob- 
jected to the appointment of a committee, 
he would ask where was a precedent to be 
found for the present situation of the empire? 
Adverting to the conduct of the Irish go- 
vernment, he observed, that the discovery 
of the secret powder-mill, and the carrying 
about of ammunition in the night, were two 
strong facts to induce a supposition that a 
serious attack was intended. The measure 
of doubling the guards was a paltry and ina- 
dequate precaution: he should like to hear 
the alleged part explained, that when the 
yeomanry of Dublin, with that zeal and 


' promptitude which always animated them, 


applied for ammunition, they were told they 
could rot get it. To answer this charge 
would not require much time. He thought 
great practical advantages would arise from 
the acceding to the motion - one of which 
was, it would tend to strengthen the confi- 
dence of the loyal and well affected people 
of Ireland in the government. The discom- 
fiture of the rebels in their first attempt 
was chiefly owing to the fortunate circum- 
stance of some of them getting drunk, and 
commencing their operations too soon. — 

should be known what state of preparation 
the garrison was in at the time: the 1nqu'y 
should go to exculpate the Irish government; 
were it, as was then contended, irreprocha- 
ble, and which would be another advantage: 
for his part, the conduct of those who ee 
posed the motion, had rather given him uo ¢ 
vourable impressions. He wished to i 
few words respecting the state of nea 
Much: had ‘been said of’ such discussio!” 


tending to unhinge the minds of the people 


by-an hon. gent. that a kindred system of re- | of * this. country. 
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many of the advantages their fellow-sub- 
jects enjoyed, If ever that question should 
be agitated in the United Parliament, 
in his present views of the subject, he should 
support it. At the same time he was free 
to say, it would be proper to shew them, 
that any attempts to redress themselves by 
force would meet with punishment, and he 
hoped that Parliament would unanimously 
strengthen the hands of government to 
punish attempts of that description. 
Mr. Serjeant Best observed, that certain 
topics which had been introduced into tbe 
discussion were unadvisedly done so: it should 
be considered that. the proceedings alluded to 
might be productive of injurious consequen- 
ces on this side the water: their effects would 
not be confined to Ireland alone; the civil 
institutions of this country were liable to be 
affected: at any rate, the subject was of ex- 
treme delicacy, and should be handled with 
the utmost caution, Were it held out as 
unfit the catholics in Ireland should pay 
tithes, the same question may be agitated in 
this country, and the English catholics and 
dissenters might claim exemption on similar 
grounds: this would go to strike at the very 
root of the constitution of church and state. 
The agitation of such questions were highly 
improper, the more especially on the very 
last night of a session, when no opportunity 
coukl offer of giving the subject a full and 
adequate consideration. With respect to 
the original motion, though it. had support- 
ers, not one of them supported the honour- 
able mover on his own grounds ; they argued 
itin a manner very different from him ; and 
it was a matter of surprise to him (Mr. B.) 
that though three weeks had elapsed since 
the insurrection took place, no mention was 
made of the present motion till last Friday. 
Why was such an interval suffered to es- 
cape? and why did they come forward on 
| the last night of the session ? He deprecated 
the introduction of the catholic question into 
the discussion, more especially as it appeared 
great numbers of that body were eager to 
manifest their determination to support the 
government of Ireland. He attributed the 
present unhappy disturbances in Ireland to 
the machinations of the common enemy : 
to proceedings of that kind, which, among 
the happiest communities, and best regulated 
governments, would find some supporters, 
who, on account of their poverty or way- 
wardness of disposition, were prone to in- 
surrection and revolt. The motion should 
have his decided negative. — i 
Mr. Alceander delivered his sentiments 
atsome length. He deprecated the intro- 
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period, when gentlemen could neither be 
qualified to judge of its merits, nor have 
time to give ita full and deliberate discus- 
sion. He adverted to the paucity of the 
Irish members then present ; when they re- 
turned from that country next session, with 
the advantages -of personal information and 
inquiry, then would be the proper time for 
discussing the subject. He had the highest 
respect for the motives of his hon. friend, 
but he must deprecate the agitation of the 
subject at present. He spoke favourably 
of the political sentiments of the great ma- 
jority of catholic proprietors; they weie 
friendly to the British government and con- 
nexion: but among the lower classes ap- 
peared a rooted determination, to aitemopt 
at least to acquire the estates, which the 
course of events had wrested from those they 
called their ancestors. ‘This he considered 
as one great cause of the continued ferment 
which prevailed in Ireland ; but among the 
proprietors, even 99 out of 100 were radi- 
cally attached to Great-Britain. After dwell- 
ing upon these points for some time, and 
adverting to the present state of parties in 
Ireland, he concluded by -expressing his 
hearty negative to the motion, 

Mr. Hutchinson spoke at considerable 
| length in reply, and first, he wished to set 
| those hon. gentlemen right, who had cer- 
tainly very much mistaken him with respect 
to what he said on the measure of indem- 
nity ; it was by no means his wish to throw 
an indiscriminate censure upon the parties: 
no man was more deeply impressed with the 
conviction of the zeal and loyalty of great 
| numbers of them; but he would still per- 
| sist in contending, there were many acts of 
enormity committed under the colour of 
law, and that the bill brought in, operated 
as a screen to the offenders, With respect to 
his motion, it had a double tendency, the 
first was, to procure such information as 
government were in possession of respecting 
the late acts of rebellion: the second, such 
general information as had been received as 
to the actual state of Ireland. He was free 
‘to confess it was no part of his idea to induce 
unnecessary or improper disclosures, on the ~ 
one hand, or, on the other, to throw a slur 
upon the government of Ireland. On the 
contrary, he thought the noble lord at the 
head of the government of that country had 
acted in a proper manner, and had ministers 
on this side of the water conducted them- 
selves as properly, the present discussion 
would be unnecessary. He had, in the first 
instance, prepared an address.to his Majesty 
on the general subject of the affairs of Rg 
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informal, he declined moving it, and shaped 
his proposition in the way which it was now 
before the House. The address he origi- 
nally rucant to propose went strongly to ex- 
press the sense of the House, as to the pre- 
Sent situation of Ireland, to implore his Ma- 
jesty to take the same into his serious consi- 
deration, and to direct such measures to be 
adopted, as in his wisdom may seem best 
calculated to tranquillize that part of his 
do:..nions, and to strengthen its connexion 
with Great-Britain. The great object he 
had in coming forward, was to draw the 
atten‘ion of ministers and that House to the 
state of Ireland. It had been alleged against 
him, that he proposéd his motion without 
sufficient notice, and that he neglected to 
come forward until the last day but one of 
the session : this consideration, however, did 
not lie with him, he insisted he had given 
timely notice of his intention ; so long as a 
fortnight since, even the very day after the 
acts passed. He had said, if ministers did 
not speedily turn their serious attention to 
the affairs of Ireland, he should deem it his 
duty to bring forward the subject. Farther, 
he had no hesitation in saying, that if mi- 
nisters had in their places the preceding 
night, or even then, told him they had no 
time, under the immediate circumstances, 
to pay due attention to the subject, and, 
self-moved, have pledged themselves to keep 
it in their contemplation : such a declaration 
would do more towards tranquillizing Ire- 
land, than the adoption of any motion he 
could bring forward ; more especially one, 
which, from its peculiar nature, could not, 
evidently, be carried into immediate effect. 
In acting as he had done, his view was to 
enforce upon the conviction of ministers the 
necessity of their taking up the subject with 
all that attentive consideration, which be- 
longed to one of its importance, and with 
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observation, he must express his regret at 
having occasion to remark, that this great 
national question was. treated of by some 
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These considerations were the more serious, 


| when the situation in the government filled 


by that noble Jord was recollected, and the 
correspondent degree of the royal confidence 
he must be supposed toenjoy. His conduct 
on this occasion almost reminded him of the 
words of the poet : 


———~ Proud man! 
Dress'd in a little brief authority ; 
% * + °* * * 





His glassy essence, like an angry ape, 
Plays such ‘fantastic tricks before high 
heav'n 

As make ihe angels weep ! 


He agreed, however, toacertain extent, with 
the noble lord, as faras he panegyrised the 
conduct and administration of a noble mar- 
quis in Ireland ; but with respect to the ad- 
ministration of another noble Jord, he could 
not say as much; and he must pronounce the 
noble lord, so far as that part of his speech 
went, to be a most unfortunate apologist : 
he hoped, however, his lordship would ma- 
nage his present situation better than he did 
the affairs of his own country : a part of the 
world which the noble lord seemed com- 

letely to have forgotten so far, that any sub- 
ject appeared to be the object of his care and 
sollicitude, in preference to the concerns of 
Ireland. The noble lord, however callous 
he may seem to be to the situation of his 
country, should recollect the important 
share he had in the arrangements under 
which it was now governed ; lie well knew 
the wants.of his country, and it was pecu- 
liarly incumbent upon one, so circum- 
stanced as the noble lord, seriously to attend 
tothem. Adverting to the consideration of 


‘the catholic question, he was glad to hear, 


he said, that its merits were not thought to 
be implicated in the present subject of dis- 
cussion; and after some allusions to the s!- 
tuation of the catholics in Ireland under the 
existing system, he observed that the last 
rebellion in Ireland, so far from being 4 
catholic one, all-its leaders were either pro 
testants or presbyterians; the great majo 
i Bd those who bore arms during the fe 
béllion, numerically. speakingy were, UD 
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ious, paratively speaking, very few catholics re- 
illed side, and these symptoms of disaffection 
| the were, he thought, attributable to the con- 
ence duct of orange-men in that quarter.— With 
duct respect to the proper line of conduct for 
f the Irish members in that House, he hoped the 
time was come when old prejudices no 

longer existed’; he hoped the Irish part of 

the representation were as well disposed to 

support the general cause of the empire, 

as any other within those walls; yet he 

Py, 2 could not avoid putting it to them, that, un- 
hig der the present circumstances, the affairs 


of their own country should, in the first in- 
stance, be the objects of their anxious at- 
tention ; though he advanced this propo- 
sition, he did not mean to say that they 
should in any degree neglect to strengthen 
the hands of’ government in the present cri- 
sis, with a view to the safety and honour 
of the empire at large. He must repeat his 
conviction, that, under the existing circum- 
stances, ministers could not immediately 
come forward with an adequate remedy 
for what he complained of on the part of 
Ireland ; they. could not at once produce a 
system capable of restoring it to that de- 
gree of tranquil security which he so an- 
xiously desired. Recurring again to the 
eonsideration of the Irish catholics, he ob- 
served, that the disposition of the body might 
so far be judged by the circumstance, that 
ever since they enjoyed the liberty of pur- 
chasing lands, they purchased as often un- 
der the forfeited claims as under the old 
catholic act. He then proceeded to ani- 
madvert upon various points in the speech 
of a right hon. gent. opposite (the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer), who, he observed, 
had taken occasion to panegyrise the con- 
duct of ministers, on the pretext of defend- 
ing the dignity of the House; and he had 
particularly to congratulate the right hon. 

gent. on his novel measure of having a, 
| fleet ready for sea without a single man on 

board! a circumstance, which, however, 

his modesty induced him to pass over, while 

enumerating the services of ministers to the 

country. In concluding, he begged pardon 

of the House, for detaining them so long at 

that late hour; he had, however, been mis- 

conceived in almost every thing he said . 
Tespecting Ireland, the situation of which 

country he implored the House to take into 

their speedy and serious consideration ; 

should they. not redress the grievances of 
Ireland and conciliate its inhabitants, it 


Regatived without a division, . . 
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Were humanity to annihilate it! The 
question was. then put, and the motion was | 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, August 12. 


At three o’clock his Majesty appeared 
in the House of Lords, where the peers 
were assembled. His Majesty being seat« 
ed on the throne, a message was sent to 
desire the attendance of the House of 
Commons. The Speaker, accompanied by 
several members, approached the bar of the 
House of Lords, and addressed his Mae 
jesty in these terms: — Most gracious 
Sovereign, your Majesty's most dutiful and 
loyal subjects, the knights, citizens, and 
burgesses of the United Kingdom of Great- 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assem- 
bled, have at lengih completed the sup- 
plies granted to your Majesty for the ser~ 
vice of the present year—a period memo- 
rable for the events which it has produced, 
and awful for those which may be yet to 
come.—In granting those supplies, your 
Majesty’s faithful Commons have consider- 
ed, that a crisis without example demand- 
ed unexampled efforts: and, by resolving 
to raise annually a large proportion of the 
supplies for the current year, so long as 
the war endures, they have given to all the 
world a solemn pledge of their inflexible 
determination to render public credit une 
assailable.—They have also proceeded to 
revise the system of your Majesty’s perma- 
nentrevenue. By consolidating the duties 
in each of its principal branches, they have 
simplified its operations, and at the same 
time they have endeavoured to render its 
pressure less burthensome, by regulating 
its mode of collection.—The commercial 
interests of this country, to which our at« 
tention was called by your Majesty’s gra- 
cious commands at the commencement of 
the present session, have been maturely 
considered : and measures have been taken 
for affording material accommodations and 
facilities to mercantile transactions,  b 
rendering our principal ports free for all 
nalions to import, deposit, and re-export 
their merchandize, without toll or tax, un 
less voluntarily brought into ourown market: 
for home-consumption.—Nor have we for- 
gotten to bestaw our earnest and serious: 
thoughts upon the safety and efficacy of 
our church establismoent in every part 
of the United Kingdom. Upon this sub. 
ject, as comprehending all that conse 
crates our rational hopes, morals, and 
policy, we have deliberated with peculiar 
care and anxiety; and we presume to 
believe, that the important laws which 
have been passed in Jaid of our church 





establishment, will materially strengthen 
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PARL. DEBATES, Avcust 12.—FHis Mayesty's Speech. 


and gradually extend its influence through 
succeeding ages. — But, Sire, these were 
cares and objects belonging to times of 

ace. Wise, politic, and desirable as they 
might be, nevertheless, called upon now 


by your Majesty’s commands, we have 


without hesitation turned all our thoughts 


and. efforts to meet the renewal of war, 
persuaded that your Majesty's paternal care 
preserved to us the blessings of peace, so 
long as they could be retained with safety 
and honour, and confident that since they 
have been openly attacked, and the justice 
of our cause has been made manifest to 
the world, our appeal to arms will not be 
in vain.—This war we see and know to be 


a war of no ordinary character. We feel 
that our religion, laws, and liberties, and 
existence as a nation are put to the issue, 
and we have prepared for the contest ac- 
cordingly. Besides the supplies of money, 


we have augmented, beyond all former 
example, every species of military force 


known in this country—we have met re- 
bellion with prompt and necessary laws— 
and for the defence of a Sovereign endeared 
to us by long experience of his royal virtues, 
and commanding not our allegiance alone, 
but our hearts and affections, the whole na- 
tion has risen up in arms.—May then the 
God of our fathers go forth with us to battle, 
and bless our cause, and stablish with vic- 
tory that throne which we revere as the 
bulwark of our liberties ; and so shall other 
nations at length learn, that a free, valiant, 
and united pegple is unconquerable, and 
able to set lasting bounds to an empire of 
violence, perfidy, and unrelenting ambition, 
-To the bills which I have now humbly 
to present to your Majesty, your Commons, 
with all humility, entreat your Majesty’s 
royal assent.” : 
His Majesty returned'the following most 
gracious answer :—‘' My Lords, and Gen- 
tlemen, I am at length enabled, by the 
state of public business, to release you from 
your long and laborious attendance in Par- 
liament.—In closing the session, I have the 
utmost satisfaction in expressing the strong 


.sense which I entertain of that zealous -and 


unwearied regard for the welfare and honour 
of your country, which has distinguished 
all. your proceedings.—During the continu- 
ance of peace, your conduct manifested the 
just view es You had taken of our actual- 
situation, anc dangersagainst which you 
were peculiarly called to provide ; and 


since the recurrence of hostilities, you have 
an energy and promptitude which . 






been surpassed,.in the means 
Rave applied for the defence of 
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the country, and for the vigorous prosecy. 
tion of the war.—Your proceedings, in con. 
sequence of the late treasonable and atroci- 
ous occcrrences in Ireland, will, I trust, 
have the effect of preventing any further 
interruption of its internal tranquillity, and 
of convincing my loyal subjects in that part 
of the united kingdom, that they may con- 
fidently rely on that protection to which 
they are so justly entitled.—In the midst of 
the deliberations, which were occasioned by 
the immediate exigency of the times, you 
have not been unmindful of other objects, 
to which I had directed your attention; and 
I have great satisfaction in observing that 
you have completed a system for consoli- 
dating the duties, and regulating the col- 
lection and management of the several 
branches of the revenue ; and that you have 
adopted measures which are calculated to 
afford material accommodation to the mer- 
cantile part of the community, and to en- 
courage and extend the navigation and com- 
merce of my dominions.—Gentlemen of 
the House of Commons, I return you my 
particular thanks for the liberality and readi- 
ness with which you have granted the sup- 
plies for the public service.—It is painful 
to me to reflect, that the means of necessary 
exertion cannot be provided without a heavy 
pressure upon my faithful people ; but I 
cannot sufficiently applaud that wisdom and 
fortitude which have led you to overlook 
considerations of temporary convenience, 
for the purpose of preventing a large ac- 
cumulation of debt during the continuance 
of the war. You may be assured that 
there shall be as strict an attention ta eco- 
homy on my part as may be consisfent 
with those preparations and exertions which 
will be best calculated to frustrate the de- 


signs and weaken the power of the enemy, 


by whose arrogant pretensions and rest- 
less ambition ‘alone these sacrifices have 
been rendered unavoidable.—My Lords, 
and Gentlemen, I am fully persuaded that, 
during the cessation of your parliament®'7 
daties, you will continue to be actuated 
the same spirit, which has been uniform y 
displayed in your councils. It will be Poi 
duty to assist in carrying into effect .- 
important measures, which your oe “s 
matured for the defence and security © 
realm: and particularly to give the mos 


‘beneficial direction to that ardour and entho- 
siasm in the oes. H their eet | ra 
animate all classes of my people. 
sensible of the state of pre-eminence, in 
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the continuance of his Divine protection, 
the exertions of my brave-and loyal subjects 
will prove to the enemy and to the world, 
that an attempt to subvert the independence, 
or impair the power of this united kingdom, 
will terminate in the disgrace and ruin of 
those by whom it may be made, and that my 
people will find an ample reward for all their 
sacrifices, in an undisturbed enjoyment of 
that freedom and security, which by their 
patriotism and valour, they will have pre- 
served and ensured to themselves and their 
posterity.” 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Ma- 
jesty’s command, said, “ My Lords, and 
Gentlemen, It is his Majesty’s royal will and 
pleasure, that this Parliament be prorogued 
to Thursday, the Gth day of October next, 
to be then and here holden ; and this Par- 
liament is accordingly prorogued to Thurs- 
day the 6th day of October next.” 


PARL. DEBATES, Aveust 12.—J/mforts into Great- Britain. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, August 12. 


At three o'clock precisely, Sir Francis 
Molyneux, Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod, appeared in the House, and com- 
manded them, in his Majesty's name, to 
attend him immediately in the House of 
Peers, which was of course complied with 5 
and the Speaker went up, accompanied by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and all 
the other members then present.—On their 
returp, in about half an hour, 

The Speaker read to them his Majesty's 
most gracious speech from the throne, which 
closed the first session of the new Imperial 
Parliament, 








An Account of the Value of all Imports into Great-Britain for Eighteen Years, ending January 
5th, 1803 ; exclusive of Corn and other Grain, and exclusive of Importations from. the 
East-Indies and China: together with the Difference between the official Value and the 
declared Value of British Produce and “Manufactures exported, for as many Years of the 
same Period as such an Account can be made up. 





Imports, exclusive 
of Corn and‘ other 
Grain, and exclusive 
: of Importations from 


British Produce and Manufactures exported. 








1785 12,939,536 16 10 
1786 | 12,053,839 13 § 
1787 | 13,761,945 10 § 
1788 | 13,897,708 8 9g | 
1789 13,879,465 9g IF 
1790 14,924,222 15 8 
1791 14,463,725-18 11 
1792 | 16,005,657 18 7 
1793 14,165,443 I 4 
1794 16,482,673 10 If 
1795. | 16,010,233 8 — 
1796 7718431030. Ig 10 
1797 1% 3883. 7 8 
1798 16,862,188 13 7 | 
1799 | 21,386,250 17 10° | 
1800 |. 22,720,664 11 8 
Bor | 24,145,500 12 — 
1802 24,436,481 14 £1 











Years. | the East and West- 
| Indies, 
Official Value. Official Value. Realor declared Value. 
£. § a x. “s. da. vs s, d, 


11,081,810 16 ¢ 
11,830,372 18 11 


12,053,900 3 5 
12,724:719 17 9 
135779506 2 6 
14,921,084 9 7 
16,810,018 16 4 
18;330,85" 611 
'°13;892,268 1 
16,725,402 16 2 
16,338,213 2 2 
19,102,220 3 II 
16,903,103 6 1 
19,672,503 — 9 
24,084,213 — 10 
24,304,283 13° 6 
25,699,809 6 1 
27,012,108 3 10 


ce 


335148,682 — — | 
38,942,498 — — 
3924715203 —= 
4757795354 — re 
48,500,683 — — 


U 








nspector General’s Office, Custom-Flouse, London, 


4th April, 1803, 
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Abstract Statement of the Pusrie Income of Great-Britain, for the Year ending on the 
Sth of January, 1803, taken from the Accounts laid before Parliament, and ordered to 
be printed on the 25th of March, 1803. 





on 
Paid into the Ex. 
Branches of Revenue. | Gross Receipt. Nett Produce. _ chequer. 

| camel , —— 
Permanent Taxes. £. s. & Te eS £. d. 
Customs England *9,577,525 14 74) 6,865,955 12 5,730,326 3 liz 
Scotland) *779,118 2 1 549,771 6 328,300 0 iy 

Excise (including Malt, Ann.) England)15,517,290 16 8 |13,832,086 2 4 113,774,158 

Scotland} 1,246,520 8 214 1,095,452 1 870,000 
Stamps ....... isles + seaiiba cd England] 3,063,295 19 114] 2,981,821 18 2,860,139 
Scotland] 182,100 0 3 187,541 14 165,183 
Land and Assessed Taxes England 4,921,467 18 12! 5,071,358 10 3] 4,600,047 
Scotland 196,097 17 5 246,768 2 183,000 
Post OFC] ocoeccvcsencesccee goeeee England 1,160,936 19 962,217 16 840,073 
Scotland 114,090 4 133,135 14 ‘ 91,926 
Is. in the £.on Pensions and? England} 48,557 10 50,624 7 48,872 
Salaries S sonlend 3,163 16 14,933 10 14,900 
6d. in the £. on Pensions a England 59,264 17 58,190 5 58,189 
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Salaries Scotland 2,554 9 2,638 10 9,538 
Hackney Coaches 27,372 10 25,109 10 52 24,975 
Hawkers and Pedlars......... Gedipelavsie’ 8,211 3. 5,725 19 5,279 


SOP RM ADOwGS 





Total Ordinary Revenue............ sinelia 36,907,358 9 32,083,231 4 29,597,910 





Small Branches of Hered. Revenue. 
Alienation Fines..............0 pWavavdetets 6,457 16 10,643 | 
Post Fines............ edhe dave oh ida abe 201 16 ¢ 2,737 
Scizures 62,073 3 62,073 
iti 1 135 1 
640 0O 640 
Crown-Lands............. jccdhGlmaebasubeees 27,828 3 41,812 


Extraordinary Resources, 
Pd. on Acct. Interest Loans for Ireland.| $90,281 
On Acct. Com. for Issuing Exch. Bills. 16,500 
On Account Redemption Land Tax... 17,942 
Fees of Regulated Exchequer Offices... 42,793. 
Magazines, &c. sold by Government... 35,916 
Monies paid to Public 36,569 
Imprest Money from Accountants,. 44,711 
Lottery Nett Profit 555,000 
Aid and Contributions 5,000 
Arréars under Aid and Contribution Act 48,906 
eh gs WET ops sede kssntdovoenss Seve teenie 3,233,567 


Total.... [41,931,747 
Siaied paid into Exchequer. 26,005,345 « 


Grand Total............00+.-|67,937,093 


890,281 
16,500 
17,942 
42,793 
35,916 
36,569 
44,711 

525,458 

5,000 
47,125 
3,232,856 


890,281 
16,500 
17,942 
- 42,793 
35,916 
36,569 
44,711 
525,458 
5,000 
48,042 
3,375,858 
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91157,240,213 34,561,687 15 

oflecoos, 345 26,005, 945 14 Of 
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aa $80,260 @ 4 g 160,567,033 9 ia 
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NoteOn the sth Janu t8o2, th jated balances in the Exch ‘3 

8, 19,2781. 148.1 ‘elAnd on nes sth the app i 2, 60 a cs oP hequer 
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At the end of each year, there are cer- 
tain sums remaining in the hands of the 
Colleciors and of the Receivers General, 
which have arisen from the revenues of the 
year: there are, also, bills, arising from the 
revenues of the preceding year, which have 
been transmitted to the Receivers General, 
but which, as they did not become due in 
that year, were brought to the account of 
the subsequent year. These two items 
constitute what are called the balances, 
and, together with the gross receipt of the 
revenues of the year, form the whole 
amount of revenue to be expended or 
otherwise accounted for, within the year. 
The balances which remained on the sth 
Jan, 1802, and which form part of that 
amount for the year ending on the sth Jan. 
1803, were £283,264. 1. 72 in the hands 
of Collectors; £822,818. 3. g# in the 
harids of the Receivers General; and 


£122,215. 19. 10% in bills arising from 


the revenues of the year 1801, but not due 
until after the sth of Jan. 1802. 

The gross receipt is the whole amount 
of the sums which have been collected, un- 
der each branch of the revenue, during the 
vear., That received during the year end- 
ing on the ¢th of Jan. 1803, amounts to 
+ 67,937,093. 12. QZ; (see second column) 
and was collected. at the average rate of 
£4. 17. g. per centum. 

From the joint produce cf the. balances 
remaining on the sth Jan. 1802, and the 
gross receipts from that time to the sth Jan. 
1803, £3,920,920. 19. 3} were paid for 
re-payments, discounts, drawbacks and 
bounties of the nature ~of drawbacks, for 
the difference of exchange between Edin- 
burgh and London, for allowances to. the 
Universities for almanacks, and for paper 
and parchment to stamp; £16,832. 8. 3. 
for the packet establishment, with the al- 
lowance to Ireland in lieu of packet post- 
age, and for Irish postage received in Great 
Britain; and £1,982,079. 5. °103. for the ’ 
charges of management. 

These sums, deducted from the amount 
of the balances and gross receipt, leave a 
nett produce of £63,245,559. 4. 8. (see 
third column) to be applied to national ub- 
jects’ and to payments in the Exchequer. 

he average rate at which this sum was 
Collected was £5. 15. 6. percentum. | 
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From this net produce, £125,640. 11. of 
were paid on account of militia and deser- 
ters’ warrants, provisional cavalry, and the 
defence of the realm, and other objects 
connected therewith; £1,059,276, 4. of. 
for bounties for promoting fisheries, linen 
manufactures, &c.; £37,313. 1% 10}. for 
pensions out of the hereditary revenue, and 
perpetual pensions and stipends charged on 
the land revenue; £13,701. 1. 24, to- 
wards improving his Majesty’s woods and 
forests; £131,004. 16. 5. by virtue of 
warrants from the Barons of the Exchequer 
in Scotland, towards the support.of the ci- 
vil government of that part of the kingdom; 


and £74,365. 2 104%. for monies impré$sed 


in the hands of different persons, and ad- 
vanced on account of the redemption of 
the land tax. .£60,567,033. 9. 4}. were, 
also, paid into the Exchequer, (See fourth 
column: ) ’ 

All that remains after these expenditures 
should be paid into the Exchequer, but it 
generally happens that some portion of the 
revenues remains in the hands of collec- 
tors, and receivers, and some in bills which 
become due ata future period. The ba- 
lances remaining on the sth Jan. 1803, 
were £270,304. 17. 2}. in the hands of 
collectors; £670,080. 6. 8. in the hands of 
Receivers General; and £29¢,839. 3. 2# 
in bills not due; the whole of which will be 
carried into the account of the revenues 
for the year ending on the sth of Jan. 
1804, 

This. general abstraet is compiled from 
accounts presented to the Treasury from 
the Inspector General of Imports and Ex- 
ports, Accomptant General of the Excise- 
Office, Excise Office of Edinburgh; the 
Comptroller of Stamps, Office for Taxes, 
Accountant General of the Post Office, 
Receivers of the duties on pensions: for 
England and Scotland, Receivers General 
of the land tax, Receiver General of his 
Majesty’s household, Hackney Coach Of- 
fice, Office for licensing hawkers and ped- 
lars, Receiver General of the Alienation 
Office, Green Wax Office, Auditors of the 
land revenue for England and Wales, ‘Sur ; 
veyor General of the Land Office, Exche 
quer, and the Treasury Chambers. 
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® There is an error in the addition here of £18,000. 


1477] 


The Consolidated Fund consists of the 
nett produce of all the permanent taxes, 
whether arising from customs, excise, 
stamps, letters, or assessments, including 
imprest monies, and monies repaid; which, 
indeed, make the whole of the usual pub- 
lic income of the country, except the pro 
duce of the annual land and malt tax, and 
the profits of the lottery. This consolidated 
fund is pledged for the payment of the in- 
terest, management, &c. of the national 
debt, and also of the civil list, and of the spe- 
cial grants made by Parliament, What- 
ever, therefore, is, in the course of the year, 
brought into the consolidated fund, more 
than is required to answer the permanent 
charges, is called the surplus of the conso- 
lidated fund, and is, together with the an- 
nual land and malt tax, the lottery, and any 
other temporary resources, applied to the 
purpose of maintaining the army, navy, and 
ordnance, and to the discharge of such mis- 
cellaneous expenses as may arise within 
the year. 

In making out the account of the conso- 


PARL. ACCOUNTS of Consolidated Fund. 





[1478 


lidated fund, it ig the custom to state, first 
the income arising from the taxes collected 
within the year, and on the other side, the 
charge on account of the national debt, ci- 
vil list, and parliamentary grants; after 
which are stated, on the income side, such 
heads of receipt as do not regularly occur 5 
and, on the expenditure side, those pay- 
ments for which no permanent provision is 
made, and also those which casually occur, 
The right hand column on the expenditure 
side, shews the payments which will be ne- 
cessary for the year after that for which the 
account is made out, unless the debt or ci+ 
vil list be increased, 

The first item consists of the whole 
amount of the income of the consolidated 
fund which is applicable to the payment of 
the charge existing prior to the year 1793. 
The second of duties which were im- 
posed in the different years there specified, 
and were to be applied towards defraying 
the additional charges created in those years = 
these duties have been collected annually 





‘since the times when they were imposed. 














Account of the Sums actually received by the Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
NaTIonaL Dest, for the Year ending on the sth of January, 1803. 


GREAT. BRITAIN. 
Annual Issue by Act 26th Geo. III....... 


weeee 1,000,000 — — 
Annual Issue by Act 42d Geo. IIl............ - 200,000 — — 
99 and 96 Annuities............-4+. ‘canes $4,880 14 5 
Expired and Unclaimed Annuities............ 48,121 15 7 
Short Aninuities, 1777,.....-.. Luneweesveveod 25,000 — — 
Dividends on £.3 per Cent. Annuities.,..... se 1,796,650 6 10 
Dividends on £.4 per Cent. Annuities.,....... 80,800 — — 


x $. ad. aaah d. 


£.1 per Cent. on Capitals created by Loans trom 


1793 inclusive, to 1801 inclusive, ...+..+..eeg 


IRELAND, 


£. 1 per Cent. per Ann. on Capitals created by 
Loans from 1797 inclusive, to 1802 inclusive. , 
Dividends on £. 3 per Cent. Annvities...... 


IMPERIAL. 


£.1 per Cent. per Annum on the Capital created 
by the Imperial Loan 1797......'...-+ 20400 
Dividends on Imperial £.3 per Cent. Annuities, 


Be juttceccdigwk tee 519225979 Wt 








25434,047 8 11% 
51939,500 § QF 
211,536 3 4 
. 25,900 11. 6 
= 237,430 14 10 
36,693 — = 
95348 19 § 





46,041 19 § 
e.. 
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Account of the Interest paid on Excnequer Birts, for the Year ending on the sth 
of January, 1803. 


/ 


By what Acts raised: £: 
49-40 Geo, ITI. 59g © Alds.cceceseceseacdece ABNO F900..0redicieneenas ae’ 396,200 
B9-AD sb ee cece toz - Supply...... pebionsese © UBD. erevcecssoceeseee,  §3:093 
39-40. s oc seve 104 - Further Sum....,...... LUGO. 0s pecs eiedesi nes 17,900 

os peeeneee 4- Alds...eeeyeees deecece 1BOT ss seer er esses oes 318,485 

81r - Vore of Credit. Bete od bi ate bonqoaeees 13,131 

S2°= Supply... oo oe cps veces ces ba Wdas'es 4,489 

83 - Supply......-.esereeree 101, Bank of f England 176,712 

9 - Certain Sum,,........ 4+ BBO 0. sacmesesreverese 126,567 

17 - Further Sum.......,... SURd vectiveckhawesbeccs Mune 

21 - For raising £. 1,000,000 1802....... py eu Seeen 13,426 

ay 41 - Aids.. * eee rey 832 
" Paid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, on Personal Estates, 

Sad Malt Tams viv. ccdecneversedecceoecsccmoecersceoneMaevesceceesee 329046 
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Account of the Sums paid towards satisfying the Caarces of the Funpep Dest of 
Great-Britain and Ireland, and the Jmpex1ax Loans, for the Year ending on the 5th 
of January, 1803. 





Annuities for 
INTEREST. Lives and Charges 
Terms of Years. | of Management. 


—— A 





Charges. As ey yo $s 4. {. Se d. 
Permanent Funded Debt of Great-Britain....|17,507,696 © 104! 1,433,743 19 74 246,178 4 83 
Loans raised for the Service of Ireland ......| 651,262 IG o 9:791 13 4 11,092 13 
Imperial Loans COG ee er eC er orereser eres ee). 225,079 Oo Oo 230,000 °o.|lU€69O 55334 16 34 


—— ee 


ss 








18, 84,037 10 103 116739535 12 : 263,105 14 
~ 1,073,535 12 119) ae 
b 263,505 14 64 








20,329,478 18 4% 
Paid towards the Reduction of Debt, 
Annual Issue by 26 Geo, III. 1,000,000 0 
DO.¢ 4+ ++0+0042% Geo. 1lI. 200,000 0 
Annuities for Terms expired 79,880 14 
Annuities on Lives, expired 
or unclaimed for 3 Years 48,121 15 


1,328,002 10 





Annuity of zl. per os 
~’ for Reduction of 
manent Debts created ( 70821276 12 


since 5th Jan. 1793095. 49C10,279 2 4% 
$24,330,958 © 9 7 
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Account of the Pustrc Expenpiture of Great Britain for the Year ending on the 
sth of January, 1803. Taken from the Accounts presented to Parliament, and or- 
dered to be printed on the 25th of March. 


HEADS OF EXPENDITURE. 








Interest, charges of management, and other ex- Be 2 Wed 
penses of the national tunded debt = -— - - - - = 24,330,958 — 9 
Interest on exchequer bills - - : - . - - Sys - r 1,195;935 19 © 
.e 3. 4, 
Civil: Mad et ase ee BAR SET ae” 898,000 — —- 
| Other charges on consolidated fund. 
Courts oh junies - - - © - ° - 47,629 16 — 
Mint - - - - - - - -. - 13,848 x 8 
Allowances to royal family, pensions, &c. - - - 209,862 10 10% 
Salaries and allowances - - - - - - - 87,920 1 2 
Bounties - ov. ‘e - - util, - 2,956 13 8 
' 1,260,217 3 4% 
Civil government of Scotland - -  - = - - - - -  - 78,548 13 4 
| Other payments in anticipation of exchequer reccipt. 
Rounties to fisheries, manufactures, corn, &c. - - 1,059,276 4 —§ 
Pensions on the hereditary revenue - - - - 27,700 — — 
Militia and deserters warrants, &c. - - - - 110,956 5 1% 
1,! 2 2 
Navy.—Salaries to admiralty, navy, my pay re AR mgs 9 38 
offices - - 54,000 — — 


Wages, bounty, flag pay, half pay, pensions 2,592,992 13 I 
Dock yards, building ships, seepee pretegs 





contingencies, kc. ~ - 5,298,976 8 10} 
Marine service on shore - - 219, ~< dene is ‘ 
8,164,969 1 11f 
Victualling department - - - : - 2,224,952 2 Of 
Sick and wounded d°_ - - > - - 265,000 — — 
Transport - + d°, fortransports - 917,1Ct 16 10 
prisoners of war in 
health - - 42,000 — — 


Miscellaneous services 90,377 6 1 





1,0495479 2 11 





11,704,400 7 


Ordnance © * ° - td 2 * ° . 1,500,733 9 7 
Army.—Regulars, fencibles, militia, invalids, 
volunteers - - - - 55933,928 19 10 
Barracks - - - 429,461 — — 
Staff officers, officers of garrisons 116,569 19 3 


Half pay - ; ° 


195,800 — — 
Widows pensions 


22,000 — — 








Chelsea hospital - > : 162,957 13 8 
Exchequer fees - - . 46,037 3 11 
Pay of public offices + - 44,438 8 § 
6,951,893 § 1 
Extraordinary services . . . - - 2y635,064 5 — 
9,586,257 10 
Loans, remittances, and advances to Ireland - * - - * 2,005,000 =» ae 
Miscellancous.—At home .- : - - * 31370, ae 9 ns 
Abroad e om 9 - os 123, 





Ss eae tr —¥ 


#6 259,301 ond 
Deduct loan for Ir¢land SP oop nel a in 








$4:259 3Ol 4 —} 


— C — 


The 





® This inc!udes the sum of 460;913/. 16s, 334. for interest paid on Imperial loans. 
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The first item in the preceding account 
includes all the expenses of the funded debt 
of Great Britain, during the year ending on 
the 5thof January,1803. These expenses con- 
sist of interest upon the different sorts of 
stock which together constitute the debt, and 
of the sums which have been applied to aid 
in the reduction of the debt, during that pe- 
tiod, together with all the charges which 
have arisen for the management of the 
whole. 

The civil list expenses are those which have 
a! isen for the support of his Majesty’s house- 
hold. The pensions, salaries, allowances, 
and bounties which have been charged on 
the consolidated fund, are those which have 
heen granted by Parliament. There are 
various others which are payable out of the 
wroceeds of the taxes, before they are receiy- 

into the treasury, and the amount and 
tare of which may be seen by referring 
) the general abstract statement of the pub- 
.¢ revenue, at pages 1471 and-1472.—The 
yunties which have been paid in anticipa- 


tion of the exchequer receipts were on corn, 
on cotton and linen manufactures, on the 
British, Southern- Whale, Newfoundland and 
White-Herring fisheries, on slaves, for the 
encouragement of seamen, and on beer, Bri- 
tish spirits, fish and salted provisions ex- 
ported. , 

Of the sums paid by the ordnance office, 
£1,246,282 Os. 1!d. were for services at 
home ; and £254,451. Qs. 6d. for services 
abroad. 3 

The remittance to Ireland was part of the 
supplies of the year 1802, which was ap. 
propriated to that part of the United King- 
dom by an act of the 42d of his present Ma- 
jesty. 

This account is compiled from the ac- 
counts of different offices in the English and 
Scotch exchequers, and the treasury, and 
from those of the accomptant general of ihe 
post office, the excise office, the office for 
taxes, and the navy, ordnance and pay 
offices. 











An Account of the Numeer and Tonnacs of Vessexs built and registered in Great Britain, 
in the three Years ending 5th January, 1793, in the ibree Years ending 5th January, 1802, 
and in the last Year; distinguishing each Year, and distinguishing the Ports of London, 
Liverpool, Hull, Bristol, Newcastle, Sunderland, Glasgow, and Leith. 


——s 











{ ~1790. 1791, {| 1792: {{ 1799, 1800. 1801. ff 1802. 

“ 2 2 Ss 2 = | 
c Tons.| & | Tons.| © | Tons. || & | Tons.| &| Tons. | @| Toms. || 2 | Tom 

we wo ” (7) wo v 
$ > = ca > ine! a 
oa) ee (eee = ose Wither HEPES a. ——_s es ———— — ¥ a 
LONDON J... 40] 9,743] 58] 6,673} 51:11,003]| 32] 4,830} 56] 19,973} 50) 5,845) 41 1? 
LIVERPOOL... 27| 4,737) 18) 2,392) 30) 3,509]| 24) 5,708) 23) 4,430) 27) 4,584 15 on 
BRisTOL..e.. 2| 1,677] 18) 25278) 13} £,364]) 12) 1,617) 6) 1,266, 8 1,744) Tho 
CECT: Rites ccccucee 20] 1,894] 36) 4,668] 27) 3,844 38) 4,818} 59} 8,301] 77| 9,922 69}. 9,2 


NeweasSTLeE..| 29) 6,144) 30) 6,346] 20) 4,998 
SUNDERLAND) 18} 2,755) 7} 1,230) 15) 2,507 
LAsSGow. . 

AND 20} 1,046) 27} 3,296} 34) 2,821 
c REENOCK § 
ERED He..cececee} 16; 1,228) 15) 1,431) 13) 1,363 


OTrRERPORTS 1$2,29,224 209/28,3 14/203)3 1,409 


: oo wn - fee = 











43'10,285}' 43} 10,207] 51) 11,068) 2% i 
36} 7,207; 48] 9,728] 51) 9,311) 56) 8," 


1,140 





16 1,427} 27} 1,980} 18} 1,905) 19 





gl ogal to = 929} > 7] «1,492)] 11) 1,660 


51,267 
206 36,8261272| 56,814/289) 45,87! - 51, 






































67/104,189 
ee 




















| Tov abees-.(577157,137/624/58,760(655166,951 [oe9jes.es8 ean 15,349/918 110,206)? 
? 


J. Dautey, 


Assistant Register General of Shipping, gib March, 1805- 
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1487] PARLIAMENTARY ACCOUNTS, _ [14ge 


An Account of the UNrunpep Dest of Great- Britain, and Demands Ougstaudi on the 5th 
Day of January, 1803 5- under the Heads ‘of Exchegue?,” Treatiry, “Army, "Barracks 
Oranance, Navy, Civil List Advances, and any other Head of Public Sesvice y-speerfymn ethe 
same: — Distinguishing under each Head respectively. the Particulars of- which such 
Debts or Demands consisted ; and also what Part of the said Debt or Demands was then 


provided for, and in what. Manner, and what Part thereof was unprovided for. * 


EXCHEQUER BIEES : § 
By what Acts raised. On what Funds charged. © ~ ~~ Amount Ontstanding. 
. cf . if. 5. d. 
3g and 40Geo.III: cap. 28. Aids” A® 1806 for extension of Bank charter 3,000,000 
“ “"Alesesees- Cap, 4. Aids Ao 3805 60.6.5 then cwndceecummediond Ts egiO0O 
Glee. 7. Malt Tax A®° 1801 **#119,CO0o 
Grocceeee-Cap. . Malt Tax A® 1862........ ce ecerecescccesves « 150,000 
© gtivet..».Cap. 110. Supply... A® 1862... 0. ce cece cece ees woe eds 5,009,000 
.eeeeCap. 41. Aids Bo 1BG2. ceccedececcge cocdacice ce ©¥§,64D,600 
cap.11f. Supply... A®° 1802 (Bank of England) 1,500,c00 
A3ess- cep. 4. vonage 1 TB03. 0.5 cere cdcccccvers 484,009 
43--eee0..Cap. 3. Malt Tax A° 1803............ eee . 750,000 
43-460 se ee Cap- Cay ee ere ey ee Ak | 327,400 
Kaas ————— 116,456,000 — 
Treasury : Bo a OB cate 
Miscellaneous Services......ccececscccceececececssees 363,006 13 —5 
Warrants for Army Services... .. es ansecsns aces onemesee 294,550 12-7" 
Treasury Bills accepted previous toandon sth January, 
1803, due subsequent to that Day........csseeeeeeeee 126,264 § 5¥ 
i emt <** 7o3,82r-11 I 





rade “Ordinary Servicts........... ee ee ee ee eoseeeesrese sees ee 771,185 parts Gat 
1 CRP NOERE SUBD SS asic tc ke cece wu nboecombeccase Nil, 


v 


| 3 or 185 —— 
Rarracks S@eeeeeneeeeeese Bove at eevee eeeeerees ee ees ee ee ee estes sesreee eeeeee 179,318 — = 
SUWUUNOE 6-54 cn che. Us ud 0 oo ckQhinh aonacns apath Oepdele bs ead cshidcebesie. mane 1S 
Navy.....+-- dina t id's tad plead Ve 06 sone eee is 3,105,648 I 9 


Civil List gdvahees.. ..... eo)... Rye ope . Bete ay aR eX ipnnen Nil. 





—— 





_ 


21,585,429, 3.3 
* Paid since sth January, 1803. filam ’ 
*#* Paid in Part .D°,,.... —The remainingsums to bé discharged hy the 
aT she funds on'which they are respectively charged. 
Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,—. ~ : Peet amt 
ie 5th March, 1803. : nen N. VANsiTTart. 


AB ; aii 








An Account.of the Progress made in the Repemrtion of the, Pusiic Dest of InBLaN?, 
CaP ew, Sunded in Great-Britain, at 1st February, 1803. yp tod U1 


p | : eh 


a ee 





Reedeemed;, . | 
By) $4 GEE ty y by the ES 
$0 he | Commis- | Total Sums 
4» Bands. Capitals. i sioners to paid, 
GOK % a rst Febru- 7 
- ee ary, 1803. 


“-< 


= e .* Pea ° ai 


ee | 


Sums Andtially applieaste rote 
smn shy te 


ba? 


ice 
¢ 


of Stock 





Average pr 


— 





* . - . L & $. d. 

per cent. Consol* Ann‘ agit © $45,790 |336,264 15 4 

3 per. cemt«Retluced D°. .| -6,558.750| 607,625 | 377,604 19 6 
ee Abed oe 

i ae : 22,348,00c 

by Commis*,.| 1,123,415] 


- Woredeemed ast Feb.1803) 21,224,585! 


£3. 
es 











‘Capitals created 








£24648,000} “141233415 713,869 14 10 {Dividend on v 


fe | 5 ue] +Ty 123,47 5 a <a 


o ‘ 
- eT 
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_ An Account of the Progress made in the Redemption of the Imperial Loan, at 1st Feb. 1803. 

















} Redeemed > te a 
by the TOTAL |F 3 yan 
.» |Commissioners| , |v || Annually applicable to the 
FUN D. Capital. to SUMS et Reduction of 
; ) 1st February Paid. 8's | PUBLIC DEST. 
ve 1803. <a 
or ; £- | | SET | : , 
mperial £.3 per Cents... ..!3,669,300 3759137 [217,862 13 4 58$)4- T per Cent.) | -_. & a 
| on Capital > 36,693 — = 
Redeemed... .....eseeres °*| 3759137 created..... | 
: a : Dividend en )) 
Unredeemed at rst Fe- Le 375137 at op it,2s4 2 2 
bruary 1803. .....- } £:'242949163 © 3 per cent, ) | 
| i £47947 2 2 











Exchequer, the 25th Day of March, 1803. 
Office for Reduction of National Debt, the 25th Day of March 1$03. 











—_— -- 2 eee — — ----—- 








ay — 


James Fisuca, 
G.T,. Gooprenoucn, 





- -_———- - 





— -— 


n Account of the Permanent Charges on the 
Consolidated Fund of Ireland, as they stood 
on the 5th of January 1803; as far us the 


same can be ascertained. 
Irish Money. 


er 





aterest, Annuities, and Sinking | 





Fund, eeeseeree even eeee se ee eeer faite atta 
ivil Lise jentsteihntnceckerees 145,000 = — 
Pensions ....... 199,433 —-— 


noual Payments under several 


| Acts of Parliament........- 236,693 3 11 










» James Caorron. £- 2,581,327 3 18 








n Account of ibe Treasury Bits of Irk- 
LAND Outstanding, that will become pay- 


| able in the Year 1803. 
reasury Bills due and payable 25th 


March 1808.0. .2:4: cageebescces Lp 986,850 
PO. ses eseesesesees 24th June 1803 690,000 
YO, seeveeeeeeeevees gil July. 1803 100,000 


ee ee 


James Crorron. £+ 1,086,250 








- = 


in Account of the Number of Vessais, with 
the Amount of their Tonnact, which 
have been built and registered in the seve- 
ral Ports of Instawp, betaveen the 5th of 
Jan. 1802 and the 5th of Jan. 1803. 








No. of Vessels. »Tonnage. = * 
—__— ee 
37 25334 


a 








i Faancis L. Morcan, 
Ist April 1803, Dep, Reg,-Gen. of Shipping. 


Vor, IV. 





An Account of the Number of Vessers, with 
the Amount of their Townace, and Num- 
ber of Muy and Bo¥s usually employed in 
navigating the same, which belonged to 
the several Ports of Inecanp, on the 30¢ 
September 1802. 











Ships. Tons. Men and Boys, 
1,03! 56,510 5,058 








Faancis L, Morcan, 


21st April 1803. Dep. Reg.-Gen. of Shipping. 





An Account of all Bounties paid on the Ime 
portation of Corn and Rice, in the Years 
ending the 10th of October 1801 and 1802 
respectively; distingussbing each Quarter. 





. Se d, 
Quarter ending sth Jan...1802 44,836 13. of 
ending sth April..1r801 30,429 11 
——— ending sth July..1801 41,205 16 


ending 10th Oct.,. 180% 416,855 37 314 








Year ending rth Oct. 1801 533,287 19 64 





Quarter ending sth Jan... 1802 9311839 17 41 
oa 





ending sth April..1862 270,01 
ending sth July..1802 421,737 £2 8d 
ending 10th Oct...1802 109,991 14 10¢ 











‘Year ending 10th Oct. 1802 1,633,587. 9° 44 





WitttaM Irvina, 
Inspector General of the Imports and 
; Exports of Great Britain, 
Inspector General’s Office, 
Custom-House, London, 
29th November 1802. 


ext ines 
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PARLIAMENTARY ACCOUNTS. 


An Abstract of ibe Receirts and Issuss of the Taeasuny i Inetanp, 


Remarws on sth Jan. 1Boz. 


is ae: : : : 


Improving Deblin - - - 
King’s inas - 
Royal Exchange and Commercial Buildings 
Voluntary Contributions - z 





Consolidated Fand « - cs 
Consolidated Fund. RECEIPTS. 
Revenue - - 


Quit Rests - - 


Casualties - . 
Dismissed cageen 
Stamps 


‘oe - 44 
eeeef 
‘eerF 
ee ee ee 





: 
2 
4 
wm oY 2. “OOP. 


£-. 181,616 18 ro 


Do. (from Bank of ireland é in Liew of Stamp Duties) 1,500 — — 





Postage 
Duty on Wrought Plate 
Public Coal Yards - 
Wool Licences : 
Four Shilling Tax on Salaries and Radsiondé, to 25th March, 1801 
Ditto on Profits of Employments, to same Time 
Poundage Fee in One Ycar, to sth Jaa. Seow. - - 
Pells Fee........ same Time - - - 
From the Commissioners of the Navy in Great Britain, on Ac- 
count of the Advances made by several Collectors in Ireland, 
for Seamen’s Wages - - - - - 
Sales of Quit Rent. - - - - - - 


From sundry Persons, on further Acccount of Rice, India - 


Corn, &c. sold for Account of Government 
From Commissioners of Wide Streets, Iterest on Pe 6,023 6s. G2. 
in Exchequer Bills, at £.5 per Cent. per Ann. for Half a Year 
to 25 Dec. aot, issued to them meee to Act = Session 
1800 - 
From Corposstion of Paviep to complete £. 24500 an Overpay- 
ment of the Proportion of Grant to them in Session 1800, 
pursuant to Act of Parl. Session 1801, disappropriating so 
much thereof as was applicable to the Period from sgt so, 
to 31st larch, 1801 “ 
From Barrack Master General, Amount of Sale by 
Guard Houses, &c. erccted by Government at 
- muaes leading to and round Dublin - 
More, for Amouat of Sale by Auction of Wooden Huts of tem: 
por? ry Barracks at the Rere of Keiry Reser, Sergey $ Groen, 
in - 
From Board of Works, Net Produce of Sale by Auction of old 
Furniture, in Dec. 1802+ 


Action of 
ent —_ 


- From 21st Regt. of L. Dragoons, Amount arising from Sale of 


certain Horses sold in August, 18602 

From 234 dito, Money arising from Sale of Horses of said Reg. 
from 3 August to 24 Sept. 1802 - 

~Gain by Excha ange on Sums received from Great Britain ‘7 


From Great Britain, being One-Third of Profit on Latneries ms 


--the Year 1802, £. 185,000 British 
5 Pied Gries Reinert, a Loan to pay Lottery Prizes, k- 276,000 


British | 
_ From Great Britain, a hetn'ed ,000,000 British, whieh’ 
eg: Sqr apes y oan of £. 2.200, ethos 


Papier (tay 5 fee 


’ a of v7. 1d at £.3 10s, per Cont. pee 
| a at &. 5 per Cent. per Sakasi 
. Ha acs oe " 


183,116 18 ro 
40,676 9 3% 
1,976 5 21 


a 
358 . x 
963 6 8 

2,017 2 5 

44,072 1 1 

$814 5 9 


22,236 17 6 
20 I0 = 


7,106 35 75 


ro rr 8 


588 — —} 
99 — 103 
35 10 34 
$13 11 


67 15 6 
2,928 97 S 


34780 13 9% 


200,416 13 4° 






[2492 
f 22 
401,803 13 3 





























ee Gee eee aes ee COU Ce 
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in One Year, from the stb Jan. 1802 to the 5th Jam. 1803, tage 


M 


naga 


her with tte RemMarns, 































tes ; s d. 5 & 
Consolidated Fuad. ISSUES. 2 : wees. su ae 6 64 
Civil List - - - a ee i es kT 3e 
Peasiube c . 3 R © oS eu 118,076 4 8 
Permanent Parliament Payments. 
Public Infirmaries =~ - - - ° Sts ee 
Public Coal Yards - . - - . ¥,380 16 1g 
Army Baggage . - - - - a1,s33 © ? 
Lottery Expenses - - - - : mS 4 3 
Police Establishment - . - ° rs,3a1 8 S 
luspector General of Prisons - - - 200.48 == 
Transportation of Felons - - - : az,820 a 63 
Fees on Auditing Treacury Accourts - - : 1,477 at 
Imprest Office - - - - - 210— — 
Secret Service in detecting Treasonable Conspiracies . 6,701 = 7 
Annaities and Compensation Allowaaces - . 96,991 14 18 
Judges Additional Salaries, &c. . > ° 2,175 17 48 
Disembodied Militia - - : 78,787 14 § 
Prizage - - . - - 4,123 14 2% 
Military Purposes. 280,995 17 4% 
Army, including Garrisons and their Incidents —- - 839,038 tg 12 
Genecal Officers and Medical Staff - - - 38,682 5 2g 
Muster-Master General, &c. - - - 7479 19. 42 
Recruiting Contingencies and Extra Forage ° : S6,as5 & se 
Half-Pay Officers, Reduced aagtaan &e. . . 23,703 8 af 
Officers’ Widows - - ° ° ~ §.569 3 10% 
Ordnance - - - - ° 145,000 —- == 
Barracks - - - ° = 267,712 38 =F 
Roya! Hospital - ~ - 33,142 4 5 
Military Hospitals and Royal Military Infirmary - 13,092 2 28 
Fencibles and Militia - : . 714.912 8 3 
Volunteer Corps - - - * » 196,336 4 98 
Marching Allowances > - ° ° 6,283; 6 3 
Army Extraordinaries - : - - 319,6st 7 10g A 
Annual Grants. 2,712,552 IS —§ 
Public Officers,.for several Services - - ° 24309 =—- = 
Public Hospitals and Schools - - . 81,044 8 6f 
Public Boards - 7 - - ° $3,860 =, «= 
Miscellaneous Services - ° ° > TO!,to7 14 a 
Civ - - 7 ~ [Orig 13 iF 
ivil Contingencies 58,019 13 288, 793 ” 
Discount on Prompt Payment of Loan Deposits, ore. o. Nae dap eeeepedl 15,607 32 7 
Relief of Lovalists. 1 > . 30,363 13 — 
Compensation for Losses by the Union - io Cadet evewious 760,132 19 1g 
Inland Navigations - : . . testeee ee = 
Lottery Prizes - . - - seseeee 00,094 — — 
Principal of Exchequer Bills ° : waeeeee 1,094,400 ———- 
Interest, Annuities, and Management on Funded Debt o Sie oc gtamee te. 1,527,945 3 8 
Sinking Fund and Mana t - - meen ee teen eeee 39.363. 38 16 - 
interest on Exchequer Bills = - - : eee ne etees 91,76 
Appropriated Funds. 2,769\902-14 9F 
Linen - - - - : 490 To of 
Improving Dublin - - ~ > - 7,720 © if 
King’s Inns ? “ goc — — 
Royal Exchange and Cesemercial. Buildings - - 1,451 12 9 
Voluntary Contribetions - : - oem oe 
Remarys on sth Tan. 180 . — 
Apprepriaied Fu nds. “3 7,780,424 17 156 | 
can m - - f: 99 a3 9% 
n avigntion ~ - or 3,997 10 = 
Improving Dublia - ~ yah 4 8% 
King’s Inns . - 2,090 — = 
Royal Exchange and Commercial Buildings 379 6 
a Contribuuions - - 14,026 1 
= 25.990 16 zs, 
Con an é - - 1 5*7 : 
rat 
Treasory, Treland, 1a Fe. t.. 
*7—ji2 : ee 
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| 349 
An hecount of the Urrurvep:Desrof Ineray, aad Demanns Outstanpina, on the An 
5th January 1803 , under the Heads of —Loan Debentures, Exchequer Bills, Lottery Prizes, 
and Loan from Great- Britain for paying the Prizes of the Irish Lotieries of 1801 ;—distin- 
guishing, under each Head respectively, the Particulars of which such Debt or Demand con- 
sisted, and diso what Part of said Debt and ~Demandwas then provided for, and in what 4 
Manner, and what Part thereof was unprovided for. | re 
, lrela 
LOAN DEBENTURES. . | and 
Residue of Debentures bearing £.4 per | pa: 
cent. interest to the year 1798, pro- ee 
vided for by 27th and 28th Geo. III, on... 
but not claimed by the proprietors; : ee 
viz. Kee sg £2 4:8 £5) aod Red 
Old Late = Fie ee eee 675 0 O —_ 
Loan by Lottery 1780 - - - - - 1,250 0 O 
Loan by Lottery 1781 - —_- - SOK. 750 0 0 , Ww 
: siete — (a) 2,675 0 0 Redi 
_ EXCHEQUER BILLS. | | Te 
Ootstanding Exchequer Bills, provided Dj 
for by several Acts of Parliament, but 7 : Di 
not claimed by the proprietors ; viz. | | of th 
Payable 24 June; 1783 - - - 868 Th 
24June;'17900 - - - 5000 Iss 
24 June, 17901 - - - 100 0 O the P 
Qt Sunes 1794. - = - 200 0 O Unio 
24 June, 17905 - - - 300 0 @ Iss 
a5Dec. 1708 - - - 40000 me 
“Qa June, 1801 - - - 250.0 O 
25 Dec. 1801 - - ~- (5,200G0 JOIN? 
25 March, 1802 < 100 0 0 ‘ 
24 June, 1802 + - ~ 3240000 Pe 
: si (a) 9,008 6 8 , : » Ou 
' EXCHEQUER BILLS, not in course of : i ° Pay 
roe till after the 5th January, | pope 7 "Bo 
37 Geo. III. payable 25 Dec. 1802 “(b) 29,750 0 0 ver 
38Geo.1]I. |. . 25 Mar. 1803 (c) 30,000 0 0 Ord 
40 Geo. III. 25 Mar. 1803 386,250 0 0 “ye 
40 Geo. III. 25 Mar. 1803 (d) 6,023 6 8 lide “" 
40 Geo, III. 24 June, 1803 (e) 600,000 0 O Bar 
40 Geo, IIT. — 24 July, 1803 (e) 100,000 0 O , . _ Stal 
1,152,023 6 6 ~.- ee | se 
— 1,161,031 14. Chap 













giity ; LOTvERy PRIZES. euces 
‘Outstanding lottery prizes of the several lotteries, from the year 1762 roar 

bie ee ee O:. Pal 
Loan from Great-Britain, for paying the prizes of the Irish lotteries of pee ) 





1801 - (a pind rs ; g satel me . Ex 
j ; BO ..29 TeEtI FE ra. phi sf “ ).402 687 13 4 
SF..X4 10048 gt ‘ jad Total pe OY ARE Oe £. 1,49?) é, 7 at oot Se 













> ABATE © eee ee ner 


(a) Provision has been made for these sums by several acts of parliament. 
¢} To be provided for by the Grand Canal Company to whom they were issued. 


ne 
x % 
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An’ Wecount af the Pusrfro ExrenpiTune of Er BLAND for the Fear Wein alia Jamuerys 1803. 


A 


HEADS oF EXRENDIVURE. 


4 


SEPARATE BXPENCE OF IRELAND. 


For Interest on the Funded Debt of 
| Ireland, including Annuities for Lives 
and Terms of Years; also £-1 per 
Cent. for the Reduction of the Capital 
' created by Loans since 1797 d 
For Charge of mane there- Lees SR 
OR..g0 ib oe abn iE waa aids eaiene va coe —: MG Ogee 
There was also ‘applied ‘towards the 
Reduttionf the National Debt, the 


S Annual leepi Gleick cdtkeabouas cama See: Ss 








1,909952 8 
| Whereof was applied, towards. the 
Redaction of the National Debt...... 464,198 16 





Total on Account of Interest......- 1,445,753 12 
Ditto, for Charge of Management. “ 14,556 15 
Ditto, on Account of the Keduction 

of the National Debt.. cecccvce 464198 86 Garg od) ere 

eiivuewebel 

The Interest on Echequer Bills..... ..- podentnqe hensdéas “anes 4 ao: 

| Issues for Purposes appointed by fi Noes 
the Parliament of Ireland % to the VE. SHES & 

BS Unigticass asedizaninus NE AE ES 218 ee ta seta bead 4 - 3 


Issues from Appropriated "Funds tor : 
Local Purposes. . 19422 ,01¢0 £.' « @ 
rT "7412391337 19 74 








JOINT EXPENCES WITH CREAT-BRITAIN, 


Civil Litt. ccincoc wédtusas babe bo oo) ve'cas 
Peceldins ici icicles viodnd euline c Che Rabiek od elec 0000080". Sas. & 
Other permanent Charges.....-.+++ cneeeeceeeeee ++ 289,995 17 





Payments in Anticipation of Exche- 
quer Receipts ; viz. 
Bounties, 25 oicvasiedasews> 
Militia and Deserters Warrants.... ...-- 





Onrdmamed.es oes 0006's noe 
Army.— Ordinary Service ; viz. 
Regulars, Fencibles, Militia, Inva- 
lids, and Volunteer Corps.....esceee 1,850,208 O56 
Battachescec. diss sh aeewane costes $67;9¢8 I3-x 
Staff Officers, and Officers of Gar- : ‘ 
risons; .», » seen weer cnmeosens aaee 5085 12 6 
Half Pay” Officers, aud: ‘Reduced hl : 
Chaplain, | «sie sighecnstinsees sete o- SRPO3< 3. 8 
Officers’ Widows... 24 sieves esses 509 3 rot 
oyal Hos NE ig A RARE Y: iat 
ublic Officers, their Deputies, ; 4 ; 
Clerks, and Incidental Expences..... 73479 19 44 UAE Ses moth asdld . 
008.0) 2,237,901 7 2k +. 108k 
Extraordinary Services. ....++.++ «++. eCoveeshetasteosd 319,661 7 104 ‘ 
Mi 2955755 15 Of i 
iscelladaude WEN v4 idsyevcds ts ossecei vyseeeocke nz siccberedes  SORSOL 87. 844 
Wasaigi agg to Boe 1h 2o a7 > $2 ssh) 50 QDRiaigSG. chee) wet Kh se ha 
ged : 


-bavees Sw ¥asit hes ae ; Due? BAe yd of Boles vod 
) eutiaer cia ¥d ra? Bok; wrgado't 


, “erie tort begslq=) eng exs9y omer ‘ior coed ove dl 
Fersinsle 9 { shave 2i 2-4 
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PARLIAMENTARY ACCOUNTS. 


{1504 


An Account of the Pusric runDED Dest of IRELAND as the same stood om the sth January \$03, 


in which it ts imvested, the Amount of 


the Capital Stock of each Fund, the Annual Interest and 





Management, and the Annual Charge for the Reduction of the said Debt. 


——SSSSSeeeeeeEeEE—EO™E™ 
An Account of the Value of all Im 


By what 
2CTS created. 


Payable in DUBLIN, 


r 


Payable in LONDON : 





£i 3105, 
per Cent. 
per 


Annum. Annum. 


£- 4 
per Cr.. 


per 





£.5 per Ct.| 
per Anpum. | 


£5 perCr. 


per 
Annum, 


£ 3 per Cr 


(British 
Currenc,)| 





Consol}, 
Annuities, 

(British 
Currency) 


.| Consol. 


i£- 3 perCt. 


Annuities, 
from sth 
Jan. 1853. 
(Brit. Cur.) 


£3 perCt. 
Reduced 


Ann. 
(British 
Currenc.) 








13 Geo. JIT...... 
17 Geo. Il 


27 Geo. II! 
28 Geo. IIl...... 
27, 29, and 31 


Vote of Credit 
aith June 1793 

34 Geo. Ill...... 

35 Geo. IfI...... 

36 Geo. II! 

Vote of. Credit 
wth Oct. 1796 

37 Geo, lil 


£. 


200,00¢! 
918,240 





| 


28 Géo. Bik ats oat 


39 Geo. 

40 Re i) Sete 
41 Geo, hl...... 
42 Geo. IIl,..... 


BANK 
oF IRELAND. 


22 and 37 Geo. Il] 
37 Geo» ill,,.... 








} 





£: 


4 


200,000 





150,0C0 
487,983) 500,000 
400,000 1,100,000 
640,¢00} ae 


ee 300,000 
635,000} ale 
25043,950! a 
2,011,500 és 
2,500,000 
41,985 


600,000 
590,0Cc0 





“¢ 


1,875,000 


£: 





3,000,000) 
327 52,000) 
2,200,000) 
3,125,005 
1,300,000 


139,250 





2,888,472) 174,2 


00} 10,209,91 9 1y900,000 





15,2 50,©00 








irish Currency. tees '2,05 8,333! 16,520,000} 


Total principal Debt, om the sth Ja 


—_—_—_— 


£39,250 





£. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


750,000) 
1,000,020) 
I, 00,000) 
94 2,000; 
1,268,750 
I9300,000| 


6,658,750 


—— 


7,243,545 








> 


150,854 





———— 


nuary 1803 


ee 








rors i to Pe all EE 
“i the Value of Irish Produce and M. 


from [rea 


ny im the Year 
> saad 


i 


ending the 5th January 1803, distinguishi ish Pro ) 
caported, together with the Difference between the Official Value and the Real Value of Ish 


se, 
ey 
+ 
cs 


yee 
fem, og are 








. 2 — = we eS 
“ ~ - Sas ng - % , 
- = Articles eee ener eseenerees 
ihe or BES oS . — ‘ ¢ , nd 9 ’ - * 1 
P Py wth eal ee | «a 2. le a 
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a -; 


>a 
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803, 
and 


erCt. 
uced 
an. 
tish 
enc.) 


- 





| 

000) 
10,090) 
10,000! 
2,000; 


8,750) 


0,000 


$5750 
39845 
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PARLIAMENTARY ACCOUNTS. 





distinguishing the Years in whicheach ese thereof was created ;—Distinguishing also the different Funds 


Annuities, and the several Portions thereof payable in London and Dublin respectively, the Charge of 








ANNUAL CHARGE for 
Redemption of NATIONAL 

















Annuities DEBT. 
on Charge 
| Annual} Lives. of Pursuant to 
£-4 per Cr. |Interest.} or {|Manage-| Actof  /|By Acts provid- TOTAL 
Consol. Terms {| ment. (37Geo. III. foring £. 1 per Ct. of 
Annuities, of Redemption |for Redemption! Annual Expense, 
(Bric. Cur.) Years. of Debt jof Debts creat. 
then existing.| ed since 1797. 
. f. £. past f. £ £. 
ee ee T5539 ee ee *. 159900 
oe ‘ 10,500 oe ee ‘0 10,500 
** . 22,500 e* ee oe 2,509 
ee ee ee ee 2,259 ee 2,250 
i } 399138 °° oe os oe 39,1338 
ee 6,968 se ee oe ee 6,968 
} 17,500 ee ee oe se 17,500 
ee 51,482 10,296 346 ee ee 62,1 25 
es 791533] 18,058 655 os oe 98,297 
. i 48,250] 23,437 319 es ve 972,007 
300,000 130,062} 5,281 1,366 67,635 38,714 243,060 
ee 232,197 5,326 1,896 ee 64,466 302,386 
o* 2715175 = 25463 .* 76,875 35513 
ae 227,05¢ oF 1,492 ee 59,016 287,559 
es 144,896 Y 2,12 oe 475598 194,620 
143,208 o% 1,21 oe 46,294 390,728 


$8 


30,00¢ 
2 5,000 


18,126 


+ 1,778 


oe 
5,000 


30,000 


8, 
‘778 





—— 


300,000 


i9446,51 I 


13,663 | 





69,885 


337,965 


1,997.45' 





325,008 
7,213,645 
150,854 
46,5 20,833 
2,058,333 
T0,209,9 19 
174,200 
2,888 472 











39,554,258 


*,* In the above account, the fractional parts of the pound sterling are omivted, 


7 F ef press mi 
the eS | srk tne 35 iia 





4 Management on so much of the Debt, payable in Dublin, as has been 
converted into Stock, transferable at the Bank of Ireland. The 
Remainder is not chargeable with Management. . 
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PUBLIC ACTS. 


The following Bills received the Royal Assent in the Course of the Second Parliament of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, commencing on thé 16th Day of Novem- 


| 
r 


4 
4 
‘ 
dint > 
neh 
s " '. 
te 
4 
cP ry 
Pe 
atl 
bh 4 
a 
Let) 
ah ef 
oan 
ed 
“ti 
Py oi 
“ig 
bb 
M4! 
+ 
one fa 
7 
a wv 
Tait: 
‘] a 
! a 
13 HA 
4 4 
phe 
| 
i 
2 
- 
. 
a 4 
Tpit t+ 
oye} 
a 
hi, 
et aw 
+ 
z. | 
‘2 ¢ 
he tat is 
¥ eo 
’ 
hes hi 
1 a> 
. ay 
ae 
“ee 
ar 
ay 
el 
; b * 
co ' 
cio) ie 
ie 
:) 4 
7h & 
. i 
‘ 
port i 
+ ¥ 
Py ig 
rs i 
4 ti 
“ 
; a + | 
‘1 
ap 
4 my 
~! | 
vw @ 7 
. 


- % 
Ss 


ber, 1602, and ending on the 12th Day of August, 1803. 


Dec. 17, 1802. 

An act for continuing and granting to his 
Majesty certain duties upan malt, mum, cy- 
der, and perry, for the service of the year 

1803. : 

For continuing and granting to his Ma- 
jesty a daty on pensions, offices, and per- 
sonal estates, in England, Wales, and Ber- 
wick upon Tweed; and certain duties on 
sugar, malt, tobacco, and snuff, for the ser- 
vice of the year 1803. 

For raising the sum of 5,000,000l. by 
loans or exchequer bills, on the credit of 
such aids or supplies as have been, or shall 
be granted by Parliament, for the service of 
Gt. Britain for the year 1803. | 

For further suspending, until the expira- 
tion of six weeks after the commencement 
of the next session of Parliament, the opéra- 
tion of two acts, made in the 13th and 17th 
years of the reign of his present Majesty, for 
restraining the negotiation of promissory 
notes and bills of exchange, under a limited 
sum, within that part of Gt. Britain called 
England. 

To indemnify such persons as have omit- 
ted to qualify themselves for offices and ém- 
ployments ; and to indemnify justices of the 
peace and others, who have omitted to re- 
gister or deliver in the qualifications within 
the time directed by law; and for extend- 
ing the time limited for those purposes until 


the 25th Dec. 1803; to indemnify mem-. 


bers and officers in cities, corporations, and 
borough towns, whose admissions have been 
omitted to be stamped according to Jaw, or, 
having been stamped, have been lost or mis- 
Jaid, and for allowing them until the 25th 
December, 1803, to Préeide admissions duly 
stamped; and to permit such persons as 
have omitted to make and file affidavits of 
the execution of indentures of clerks to at- 
tornies and solicitors to make and file the 
same on or before the first day of Michael- 


mas, pote a Sr eh Bae M 
For the more speedy and effectual enrol- 


ment of the militia of Ireland, and for filling 
i yc al a 
oe ee Der. 29. a 

For discontinuing certain drawbacks and 


Ym 


2. 


of the said departitients, an 
-in foture. 


-intituled, 


4 °@5th March, 1803; and for holding 


regulating unti} the— Aue 


| until the 1 





atte: ation of sugar from | J 
> Britaim, and for allowing other draw | 


backs and bonhties iti liew thereof, until the 
15th Jan. 1804. 

For discontinuinig certain drawbacks and 
bounties on the exportation of sugar from 
Ireland, and for allowing, until the 15th Jan. 
1804, other drawbacks and bounties in lieu 
thereof. 

To amend ah act tiade in the 37th year of 
the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, 
“ An act‘to provide for the more speedy 

yment. of all navy, victualling, and trans- 
port bills, that shall be issued in futare.” 


_. For appointing commissioners to inquire 


into any irregularities, frauds or abuses, which 
are, or have beet, practised by persons em- 
‘ployed in the several riaval departments there- 


‘in mentioned, and in the businéss of prize 


agency, and to report such observations as 
shall uccur to them; for preventing such tr- 
regularities, frauds, and abuses ; and for the 
better cohducting and-mataging the business 
of prize agency, 


To amend so much of an act, made in the 
42d year of the reign of his present Majesty, 
intituled, “« An act for amending the laws 


_telating to the militia in England, aod for 
‘augmenting the militia,” as rélates to the 


exemption of licensed teachers of any s¢pi- 
raté congregation from serving in the — 
To réctify a mistake made in an act the 
42d year of the reign of his present Mast), 
« An act for defraying the we 
of the pay of the militia of Ireland, lo 
martial on serjeant-majors, serjeants, sed af 
rals, and drummers, for offences — 
during the time such militia shall not be “1 
bodied ;" relative to the pay of sera 
corporals, anddrummers. 
"For eontinuts se the ov Joly na 
an act made in the 42d year 0 
his present Majesty, intitaled, “ An act for 


7 , the 
the 5th Feb. 1603, 


be ed 7 . 
Sig cout to Gt. Britain ;” and ose | 
mitting, from and after the passing "of 

st July, 1803, the exporter 





508 1509] PUBLIC ACTS. fsa 
much of an act made inthe 41st year of the 
reign of his present Majesty, as relates to 
the prohibiting the exportation from Ireland 
ef corn or potatoes, or other provisions, and 





for the better payment of the army and their 
quarters. 
For the regulation of his Majesty’s Royal 


Marine forces while on shore. 


t of | for permitting the importation into Ireland To authorize the training and exercising 
we ' ofcom, fish, and provisions, without pay- | the Militia of Gt. Britain, for 28 days. 
> ment of duty. For better securing the freedom of elece 
| To continue until the ist Jan. 1804, | tions of members to serve in Parliament for 
‘d the | several laws relating to the prohibiting the | any place in Ireland, by disabling certain 
exportation, and permitting the importation | officers employed in the collection or mae 
- and ' ofcorm,; and for allowing the importatiog | nagement of his Majesty's revenues in Ires 
from of otber articles of provision, without pay- | lahd from giving their votes at such elec 
» Jan. ment of duty; tothe relief of captors of | ‘tions, 
n liew prizes, with respect to the bringing aod land- APRIL 7 
ing certain prize goods in this kingdom ; | ; : 
ial and to the regulating the trade and com- To repeal certain parts of an act, passed 
tuled, merce to and from the isle of Malta. in the present session of Parliament, inti- 
peedy To facilitate and render more easy the | tuled, ‘‘ An act for the more speedy and ef- 
trans. transportation of offenders. fectual enrolment of the militia of Ireland, 
e.” For reviving and continuing for five years | ‘and for filling vacancies therein,” and for 
nguire from the passing thereof, and from thence | making other provisions in lieu thereof. 
@hich to the end of the then next session of Par- for allowing vessels employed in the 
.s em- liament, certain acts passed inthe Parlia- | Greenland Whale Fishery to complete their 
there- ment of Ireland, for regulating the baking | full number of men at certain ports, for the 
prize trade in the city and county of Dublin; and | present season. 
‘ons 2s for indemnifying all persons who have acted To intitle Roman Catholics taking and 
ach it- io pursuance of any of the provisions of the {| subscribing the declaration and oath con- 
for the said acts, or any of them. — tained in the act of the 31st year of the reign 
nsiness of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An act 
\wency, Fes. 28, 1803. to relieve, upon condition, and under re- 
To amend and continue until the expira- | .strictions, the persons -thercin described, 
, in the tion of six weeks after the commencement | from certain penalties and disabilities to. 
fajesty, of the next session of Parliament, the re- | which Papists, or persons professing the 
eo laws strictions contained in several acts of the | Popish religion, are by law subject,” to the 
spd fot 37th and 38th years of the reign of his pre- benefits given by. an act of the 18th year of 
"to the sent Majesty, on payments of cash by the | the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, 
y sep Bank. , “« An act for relieving his Majesty's subjects 
snilitia Marcu 24. professing the Popisb religion from certain 
act the For enabling his Majesty to settle an an- | penalties and disabilities imposed on them 
Majesty, nuity on his Royal Highness the Prince of | by an act, made the 11th and 12th years of 
charge Wales, to continue until the 5th July, 1806, *| the reign of King William the Third, inti- 
til the and for repealing so much of an act, made | tuled, an act for the further preventing of 
+ cout in the 35th year of the reign of his present | the growth of Popery,” 
” corpo Majesty, as directs the annual payment of To continue until the 8th July, 1803, an 
‘amnitted 13,0001. out of the revenue of the Duchy of | act made in the 42d year of the reign of his 
been Cornwall, to the Commissioners appointed | present Majesty, intituled, * An act. to con- 
erjeant by the said act, tinue until the 6th April, 1603, an act pas- 
: For granting to his Majesty several duties | sed in the last session of Parliament for stay- 
y, 1808 therein mentioned, to be levied by the Com- | ‘ing proceedings in actions, under the sta- 
i ign of missioners for managing the stamp duty in | tute of K. Henry VIIL., for abridging spiri- 
n act f0t Ireland. oe tual persons from having pluralities of liv- 
qa, the For granting tohis Majesty certain duties _ ings, and of taking of farms; and also to 
sur, oy upon certificates. with respect to killing of | stay proceedings in actions, under an act .of 
and, 30d game in Treland. | the 13th-year of Q. Eliz. touching leases of 
for pet For granting to-his Majesty certain duties | benefices, and other ecclesiastical livings 
there, MMR 2° licences to persons selling lists, andon | -with cores” re) abv | 
ation ob hats sold by retail in Ireland. e For establishing certain ‘regulations inthe § - 
ery gnd * For continuing until the.26th March, | office of surveyor-general of his Majesty's — 
| ' nuing duties to his Majesty in Ireland. For vesting ‘certain lands and \heceditas 
1904, Fot punishing mutiny and desertion; and | ments in trustees, for farther pr 
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service of his Majesty's ordnance at Wool- 
wich. 

For raising the sum of four millions by 
loans or exchequer bills, for the service of 
the year 1803. 

To enable his Majesty to grant a certain 
annuity to Rear-Admiral Sir James Sauma- 
rez,.Bart. and Knight of the most Hon. Or- 
der of the Bath, in consideration of the emi- 
rient services which he has performed on 
various occasions. 

To provide, until the 25th March, 1804, 
for the more speedy and effectual completion 
of the establishment of officers in the militia 
of Gt. Baitain, and for facilitating the filling 
up vacancies therein. | 

For appointing commissioners for distri- 
buting the money stipulated to be paid by 
the United States of America, under the 
convention made between his Majesty and 
the said United States, among the persons 
having claims to compensation out of such 
money. 

May 17. 

To continue, until the 20th Sept. 1804, 
several acts of Parliament, for the better 
collection and security of his Majesty's re- 
venues in Ireland, and for preventing frauds 
therein. 

To amend and continue, until three 


months after any restriction imposed by an 


act of the present session of Parliament on 
the Bank of England from issuing cash in 
payments shall cease, an act made in the 
Parliament of Ireland, in the 37th year of 
the reign of his present Majesty, for con- 
firming and continuing the restrictions on 
payments in cash by the Bank of Ireland. 
To-continue, until the 25th March, 1804, 


so much of an act, made in the 41st year of 


the reign of his present Majesty, relating to 


' certain duties on sugar and coffee exported, 
for permitting British plantation sugar to be 


warehoused, and for regulating and allow- 


' ing drawbacks on sugar exported, as relates 


to repealing the duties on sugar and coffee 
exported, and allowing British plantation 
sugar to be warehoused. ) 

_ For enlarging the period for the payment 


of part of certain sums of money, advanced 


by way of loan, to several persons connected 
with, and trading to, the islands of Grenada 
and St.Vincent. 











For the more effectually preserving the 
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May 27. 


For consolidating and amending the seve- 
ral laws for providing relief for the families 
of the militia men of England, when called 
out into actual service. 

To enable the East India Company to de- 
fray the expenses of certain volunteer corps 
raised by the said Company. 

To amend so much of several acts passed 
in the 6th and 7th years, and in the 7th 
and 8th years of the ‘reign of K. William 
IlI., as relates to the exportation of silver 
bullion. 

For the more effecteal prevention of fri- 
volous and vexatious arrests and suits, and 
to authorize the levying of poundage upon 
executions in certain cases. 

























JUNE iI. 


To enable his Majesty more effectually 
to provide for the defence and security of 
the realm during the present. war, and for 
indemnifying persons who may suffer in 
their property by such measures as may be 
necessary for that purpose. 

To render more effectual an act passed in 
the 42d year of his present Majesty's reign, 
for consolidating the provisions of several 
acts passed for the redemption and sale of 
the land-tax. 3 a 

For more speedily completeing the milita 
of Gt. Britain, raised under two acts, passed 
in the 42d year of the reign of his prescat 
Majesty, and for amending the said acts. 

Torender the process of his Majestys 
Courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, in personal actions, 19 Ire- 
land, more beneficial; and also to prevent 
frivolous and vexatious arrests, and to I 
| peal so much of an act, passed in the Par- 
liament of Ireland, in the 2ist and 224 
years of the reign of his present Majesty, 
intituled, “ Anact for enlarging the time 
for trials by wisi prius in the city and counly 
of Dublin, and for making the process of the 
Court of Exchequer more effectual, 4s 
lates to compelling the appearance of defen- 
dants in personal actions. _ | i 

For indemnifying all persons who 
been concerned in issuing, or carrying be 
execution certain orders of pawn 
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JuNE 24. ! 

For raising the sum of twelve millions b 
way of annuities. 

To repeal the duties of customs payable in 
Gt. Britain, and to grant other duties in lieu 
thereof. 

For remedying certain defects that have 
occurred in issuing.certain exchequer bills. 

For transferring to the Royal Navy such 
seamen.as are now serving in the militia of 
Gt. Britain. 3 

For the better protection. of the trade of 
the United Kingdom, during the present 
hostilities with France. 

To explain and amend an act, passed in 
the 39th year of his present Majesty’s reign, 
intitaled, “* An act for regulating the man- 
ner in which the United Company of Mér- 
chants of England trading to the East-Indies, 
shall hire and take up ships for their regular 
service ;” to continue until the 25th March, 
1806. 

For regulating the vessels carrying pas- 
sengers from the United Kingdom to his 
Majesty's plantations and settlements abroad, 
or to foreign parts, with respect to the num- 
ber of such passengers. 

For further prevention of malicious shoot- 
ing, andattempting to discharge loaded fire- 
arms, stabbing, cutting, wounding, poison- 
ing, and the malicious using of means to 
procure the miscarriage of women ; and also 
the malicious setting fire to buildings ; and 
also for repealing a certain act made in Eng- 
land, in the 21st-year of K. James L., inti- 
tuled, “ An act to prevent the destroying 
and murdering of bastard children,” and also 
an act made in Ireland, in the 6th year of the 
reign of Q. Anne, also intituled, “ Ao act 
to prevent the destroying and murdering of 
bastard children,” and for making ether pro- 
visions in lieu thereof. 

For the better supply of mariners and sea- 
men to serve in his Majesty's ships of war, 
and on board merchant ships, and other 
trading ships and vessels, during the present 
hostilities. 

_ For the relief of soldiers, sailors, and ma- 
riners, and of the wives of soldicrs, in the 
cases therein mentioned, so far as relates to 

England. {or 

| For vesting in trustees certain lands and 
hereditaments at. Chariton, in the county of 
Kent, for further promoting the service of 
his Majesty's Ordnance. » : 

For vesting in trustees certain lands and 
hereditaments at Weedon Beck, in the coun- 

ty of Northa ildi 


mpton, for erecting buildings 
thereon, for the: service of’ his» Majesty's 
Ordnance, ota HDS tet ies 


- For remedying certain defects in the laws 
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_ be exported from Gt. 
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relative to the building and repairing of 
county bridges, and other works maintained 
at the expense of the inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of England. 

Jury 4. 

For granting to his Majesty, during the 
present war, .and until the ratification of a 
definitive treaty of peace, additional duties 
on the importation and exportation of cer- 
tain goods, wares and merchandize, and on 
the tonnage of ships and vessels in Great 
Britain. 

For granting to his Majesty the sum of 


' 20,000). to be issued and applied towards 


making roads and building bridges in the 
Highlands of Scotland, and for enabling the 
proprietors of land in Scotland ‘to charge 
their estates with a proportion of the ex- 
penses of making, and keeping in repair, 
roads and bridges in the Highlands of Scot- 
land. 

To repeal the duties of excise payable in 
Gt. Britain, and to grant other duties in lieu 
thereof. 

To amend an act, passed in the 42d year 
of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled, 
** An act to repeal an.act, passed in the 2sth 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, for 
granting stamp duties on certain: medicines, 
and for charging other duties in lieu thereot, 
and for making effectual provision for the 
better collection of the said duties.” 

For making allowances, in certain cases, 
to subaltern officers of .the Militia ef Gt. 
Britain while disembodied. 

For augmenting the number of Field offi- 
cers, and other officers of Militia, withia 
Gt. Britain 

For further regulating the administration 
of the oath or affirmation required to be 
taken by electors of members to serve in par- 
liament, by an act passed in the second year 
ef K. George IE, intituled, “ An act for the 
more effectually preventing bribery and cor- 
ruption in the election of members to serve in 
parliament.” 

For making more effectual provision with- 
in Ireland for the punishment ‘of offences in 
wilfolly casting away, sinking, burning, or 
destroying ships and vessels, and forthe more 
convenient trial of accessories in felonies.’ 

For continuing until the 1st July, 804, 
an act passed in the 42d year of the reign of 
his present Majesty, intituled, * Am act for 


_ regulating until the 24th Feb, 1800, the 
prices at which grain, meal, and flour, may, — 
Britain to Ireland, and © 





















_ OO 



































from Ireland to Gt. Britain.;”. and also, an — 
act made inthe i re Ht ’ ; Oo! « a ; oT} $ . 


> 
ees. - 
4 = 





1515) 


Gt. Britain to Ireland, and the importation 
of malt into Gt. Britain from Ireland. 

For transferring to ‘the Royal Navy such 
seamen as are now serving in the Militia of 
Kreland. 

To indemnify persons who have omitted 
to qualify themselves for offices or employ- 
ments in Ireland, according to law. 

To authorise the sale or mortgage of the 
estates of persons found lunatic by inquisi- 
tion, in England or Ireland, respectively, 
and the granting of leases of the same. 

To extend the provisions of two acts, 
passed in the 39th, and 40th, and in the 4ist 
years of the reign of his present Majesty, re- 
lating to the use of horse- hides in making boots 
and shoes, and preventing the damages of 
raw hides and skiris in the flaying thereof, 
and to alter and amend the same as to the 
cities of London and Westminster, and bo- 
trough of Southwark, and liberties thereof, 


and all places within fifteen miles of the | 


Royal Exchange of the said city of London. 

For raising and securing a fund for mak- 
ing provision for the widows of the writers 
to his Majesty's Signet in Scotland. 


Jury 6. 


To enable his Majesty more effectually to 
raise and assemble in England, an additional 
military force for the better defence and se- 
curity of the United Kingdom, and for the 
more vigorous prosecution of the war. 

Toenable his Majesty more effectually to 
raise and assemble, in Scotland, an addi- 
tional military force for the better defence 
and security of the United Kingdom, and 
for the more vigorous prosecution; of the 
war. 

Jury 7. 


To amend the laws relating to spiritual 
persons holding of farms, and for enforcing 
the residence of spiritual persons on their be- 
nefices in England. 


Juty 11. 

_ For granting to his Majesty a certain sum 
of money to be raised by lotteries. 

_ Toenable his Majesty more effectually to 
raise and assemble, in Ireland, an additional 
military force for the better defence and se- 
more vigorous prosecution of the war. 

. . For defraying, until the 25th March, 1804, 


ia Ireland ; for holding courts mar- 
otiabon serjeant-majors,. serjeants, 
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tain cases to subsltern officers of the said 
militia during peace. | 

To continue, during the restriction oy 
payments in ¢ash by the Bank of Ireland, 
and to amend an act, made in the Parlia. 
ment of Ireland, in the 39th year of the reign 
of his present Majesty, intitaled, “ Aa act 
to restrain the negotiation of promissory notes 
and inland. bills of exchange under a limited 
sum ;" and also am act, made jn the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, io the 40th year of his pre- 
sent Majesty's reign, to continue and amend 
the said act. | 

For providing relief for the families of 
militia-men in Scotland, when called out in- 
to actual service. 5 

For enlarging the limits of the southern 
whale fishery. 

To. prevent unlawful combinations of 
workmen, artificers, journeymen, and la- 
bourers, in Ireland, and for other purposes 
relating thereto 


Jury 13. 


For raisiig the sum of five millions by 
loans or exchequer bills, for the service of 
Gt. Britain, for the year 1803. 

For granting to his Majesty certain duties 
on the importation of goods, wares, and 
merchandize, into, and on goods, wares, and 
merchandize, exported from, Ireland; and 
also certain duties of excise on spirits and 
malt distilled and made in Ireland. 

For defraying the charge of the pay and 
cloathing of the militia in;Gt. Britain, for the 
year 1803. 

To revive, and. further continue until the 
25th March, 1804, and amend so much of 
an act, made in the 39th and 40th years of 
the reign of his present Majesty, as grants 
certain allowances to adjutants and serjeant 
majors of the militia.of England, disembo- 
died under an act of the same session of Par- 

_ Wament. 

To authorise the advancement of forther 
sums of money out of the consolidated fand, 
to be applied in the improvement of ty 
of London ‘by the mayor, aldermen, 4 
commons of the city of London, eee 

-council assembled; and to empower ‘° 
‘lords commissioners of his Majesty's treaso'y 
to-purchase the legal quays between Loridot | 
Bridge and the Tower of Londen. — 


_ Juw¥ 27. 
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jesty more effectually to provide for the de- 
fence and security of the realm during the 
present war, and for indemnifying persons 
who may. saffer in their property by such 
measures as may be necessary for that pur- 
pose ;” and to enable his Majesty more ef- 
fectually and speedily to exercise his ancient 
and undoubted prerogative in requiring the 
military service of his liege subjects in case of 
invasion of the realm. ' 

For consolidating certain of the provisions 
contained in any act or acts relsting to the 
duties under the management of the commis- 
sioners for the affairs of taxes, and for amend- 
ing the same. : 

To amend several acts of Parliament for 
the better collection and security of his Ma- 
jesty’s revenue of customs and of excise in 
Ireland, and for preventing frauds therein ; 
and to make further regulations relating 
thereto. 

To amend the acts now in force for se- 
curing the collection of the revenue upon 
malt, and for regulating the trade of a dis- 
tiller in Ireland. 

To rectify a mistake in an act, made in 
this present session of Parliament, intituled, 
“ An act for enlarging the period for the pay- 
ment of part of certain sums of money ad- 
vanced by way of loan to several persons con- 
nected with and trading to the islands of | 
Grenada and St. Vincent.” : 

To permit Portugal wines to be landed and 
warehoused in the United Kingdom with- 
out payment of duties, under certain restric- 
tions, ‘or a limited time. 

To permit the exportation, for twe years, 

of a certain quantity of corn, grain, meal, 
flour, bread, biscuit, .or pulse, to the islands 
of Guernsey, Jersey, and Alderney, froth 
other ports of England, as well as the port of 
Southampton,. under certain restrictions. 
: To render more effectual two acts, made 
1n this present session of Parliament, for the 
more speedily completing the militia of Great 
Britain, and for raising an additional military 
force for the better defence of the United 
Kingdom, pride 

For raising in the city of London a@ certain 
number of men, as an addition to the mili- 
tary force of Gt. Britain, for the better de- 
fence and security of the United Kingdom, 
ows for the more vigorous prosecution of the 

ar, ) 

For the more effectually iding for the 
ee ‘of offences ocakieeetling 
away, burning, or destroying ships and ves- 
sels, and for the more convenient trial of ac-— 
cessories if felonies, and for: extending the 
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power ofan act, made in the 33d year of the 
feign of K. Henry VIAL, 06 far Slates to { 
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murders, to accessories to murders, and to 
manslaughters. 

For etfectuating certain parts of an act, 
passed in the 2d and 3d years of the reign of 
her late Majesty Q. Ann, intituled, ‘* An act 
for the making more effeciual her Majesty's 
gracious intentions for the augmentation of 
the maintenance of the poor clergy, by en- 
abling her Majesty to grant in perpetuity 
the revenues of the first fruits and tenths, and 
also for enabling any other person to make 
grants for the same purpose,” so far as the 
same relate to deeds and wills, made for 
granting and bequeathing lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, goods, and chattels, to the 
governors of the bounty of Q. Ann, for the 
purposes in the said act mentioned, and for 
enlarging the powers of the said governors. 

To rectify a mistake in ao act, made ip 
this present session of Parliament, intituled, 
** An act to amend the laws relating to spiri- 
tual persons holding of farms, and for en- 
forcing the residence of spiritual persons on 
their benefices in England,” and to remove 
a doubt respecting the tithe of the statute 
of the 2ist year of K. Henry VIII. therein 
mentioned. 

To promote the building, repairing, or 
otherwise providing of churches and chapels, 
and of houses for the residence of minis 
ters, and the providing of church-yards and 
glebes. | 

To enable the commissioners of first-fruits 
in Ireland to lend certain sums of money, in- 
terest free, to incumbents of benefices there, 
for the purpose of enabling them to erect or 
purchase glebe houses and offices convenient 
for their residence, glebe lands fit and cons 
venient for the erection of such houses and 
offices, and to make provision for the repay- 
ment of all loans so to be made by the said 
commissioners. 

To explain and amend an act, made in 
the last session of Parliament, intituled, * An 
act, made in the 22d year of the reign of his 
present Majesty, for the better relief and em- 
ployment of the poor,” so far as relates to 


the payment of the debts incurred for build- - 


ing any poor-house. | 
“For enabling friendly societies, intended 
to be established under an act, passed in'the 
83d year of the reign of his present Majesty 
to rectify mistakes made in the registry of 
their rules. . - bi wie 
For the better preservation of heath fowl, 
prenn 97e.09s ne ee in the New 
orest, in the county of Southampton...» 
To explain and amend'two acts, made in 
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navigating bum-bosts and other boats upon 
the river Phames, and for the more effectual 
prevention of depredations’ thereon, so far 
as relates to the seizure of exciseable com~- 
modities, 

For the further improvement of the port 
of London, by making docks and other works 
at Blackwall, for the accommodation of the 
East India shipping at the said port. 

For establishing a free market in the city 
of London for the sale of coals, and for pre- 
venting frauds and impositions in the vend 
and delivery of all coals brought into the port 
of London, within certain places therein 
mentioned. 


Jury 29, 


For the suppression of rebellion in Ireland, 
and for the protection of the persons and 
property of his Majesty’s faithful subjects 
there, to continue in force until six weeks 
after the commencement of the next ses- 
sion of Parliament. 

To empower the Jord lieutenant, or other 
chief governor or governors of Ireland, to 
apprehend and detain such persops as he or 
they shall suspect of conspiring against his 
Majesty's person and government, until six 
weeks after the commencement of the next 
session of Parliament. 

To render more effectual an act passed in 
the 5th year of the reign of his present Ma- 
jesty, relating to the discovery of the longi- 
tude at sea, and for continuing the encou- 
ragement of persons making certain disco- 
veries for finding the longitude at sea, or 
other useful discoveries and improvments in 
navigation, and for making experiments re- 
Jating thereto, and for discharging certain 
debts incurred by the commissioners of the 
longitude, in carrying the acts relating there- 
to into execution. | 
' Vor improving the funds of the chest at 
Chatham, and for transferring the adminis- 
tration of the same to Greenwich Hospital, 
and for ameliorating the condition of the 
pensioners on the said funds. ° : 


Auveoust 12. 


For granting to his Majesty, until the 6th 
May next after the ratification of a definitive 
‘tveaty “of peace, a contribution on the pro- 
fits arising from property, professions, trades, 


‘e 
» Bor: 


ee, 


Ror snabling- bie Majesty to raise the sum > 


the sum of 1,500,001. by loans’ 
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For granting to his’ Majesty certain duties 
on receipts. 

For enabling his Majesty to settle an an. 
nuity of 16,0001. on the House of Orange 
during his Majesty's pleasure. 

For charging an additional duty on Lignum 
Quassia imported into Great-Britain, 

To enable the lords commissioners of his 
Majesty's treasury of Great-Britain, to issue 
exchequer bills on the credit of such aids or 
supplies as have been, or shall be granted 
by Parliament for the service of Gt. Britain 


| for the year. 1803. 


. For consolidating the duties on stamps, 
vellum, parchment, and paper, in Great- 
Britain. 

For consolidating certain of the provisions 
contained in any act or acts relating to the 
duties under the management of the com- 
missioners for the affairs of taxes, and for 
amending the said acts so far as the same re- 
late. to Scotland. 

For rectifying a mistake in an act of the 
last session of Parliament; for better collect 
ing the duties on auctioneers. . 

For the further regulation on the collection 
of the duties of customs. in Great-Britain ia 
certain cases, 

To amend so much of an act made in this 
session of Parliament, for granting additional 
duties on excise, as relates to the exportation 
of tea to Ireland ; for regulating the grant 
ing of permits for the removal of coffce, tea, 
and cocoa-nuts, out of warehouses ; and for 
the more effectually securing the duties 02 
coffee. 

For the more effectually securing certail 
duties on malt, and for preventing frauds by 
makers of malt from bear or bigg in Scot 
land. | 
To amend an act made in this present s¢s 
sion of Parliament, intituled, ‘* An act ' 
amend an act, and render more effectual an 
act, passed in the present session of ayo 
ment, intituled, an act to enable bis m 
jesty more effectually to provide for the a 
fence and security of the realm during : 
present war, and for indemnifying agit 
who. may suffer in their property by * 
measures as may be necessary for that a 
pose ; and to enable his Majesty more® 
tually and speedily to exercise his ane) 
and undoubted prerogative, in gee 
military service of his liege subjects, 
of invasion of the realm.” 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


DEBATES, 


During the Second Session of the Second Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ircland, and of the Kingdom 
of Great-Britain the Nineteenth, appointed to meet at Westminster, 
the Sixth Day of October, 1803, and from thence continued, by 
several Prorogations, to the Twenty-second Day of November, in 
the Forty-fourth Year of the Reign of King GEORGE the Third, 


Annogue Domini, 1803. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
November 22, 1803. 


This day, at a quarter past three o'clock, 
his Majesty came down to the Honse of 
Peers in the accustomed state, and being 
seated in his royal robes upon thé throne, 
Mr. Quarme, the Deputy Usher of the 
Black Rod, was dispatched with a message 
from his Majesty, commanding the attend- 
ance of the House of Commons, who ferth- 
with appeared at the bar, with the Speaker 
at their head. His Majesty was thea pleas- 
ed to deliver the following most gracious 


| speech from the throne: 


“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Since I last met you in Parliament, it has 
been my chief object to carry into effect 
those measures which your wisdom had 
adopted for the defence of the United King- 
dom, and for the vigorous prosecution of the 
war. In these preparations I bave been se- 
conded by the voluntary exertions of. all 
ranks of. my people, in-a manner thst has, 
if possible, strengthened their claims to my 
confidence and attection: they have proved 
that the menaces of the enemy have only 
served to ‘rouse their native and hereditary 
spirit; and that all other considerations 
are lost in a general disposition to make 
those efforts and sacrifices which the ho- 
Dour and safety of the fom. demand 
at this important and critical conjuncture. 
— Though my attention has principally been 
directed to the great object of internal secu- 
rity, 00 Opporiuvity has been lost of making 
a2 Impression ou the foreign possessions of 
the enemy. The Islands of St. Lucia, of 





_ Tobago, of St. Pierre, and Miquelon, aud the 


settlements of Demerara and Essequibo, 
Vor. IV. ES BST RS 








conviction the 








have surrendered to the British arms, In 
the conduct of the operations by which 
those valuable acquisitions have been made, 
the utmost promptitude and zeal have 
been displayed by the officers e:tployed 
on those services, and by my forces acting 
under their command by sea and land. 
—In Ireland, the leaders, and several in- 
ferior agents, in the late traitorous and 
atrocious conspiracy, ‘ave b:en brought 
to justice; and the puriic tranquillity has 
experienced no further interruption. I in- 
dulge the hope, that such of my deluded 
subjects as*have swerved from their alle- 
giance are now convinced of their error ; 
and that having compared the advan- 
tages they derive from the protection of 
a free Constitution, with the condition of 
those countries which are under the domi- 
nion of the French Government, they will 
cordially and zealously concur im resisting 
any attempt that may be made against the 
security and independence of my United 
Kingdom. 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I have a perfect reliance on your public 
spirit for making such provision as may be 
necessa;y for the service of the year. The 
progressive improvement of the revenue 
caunot fail to encourage you to persevere in 
the system which has. been adopted. of de. 
fraying the expenses of the war, with as lit- 
tle addition as possible to the public debt, 
and to the permanent burthens of the State. 
-~-I Jament the’ heavy pressure which, un- 
der the present circumstances, must una- 
voidably be experienced by my peopic; but 
fain persuaded that they will meet it with 
the good seose and fortitude which so emi-_ 
neatly distinguish their character, under: a 

i 
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of upholding the dignity, and of providing 
etiectually for the safety of tif Enppire. 
My Lords and Gentlemen 

I have concluded a convention with the 
King of Sweden, for the purpose of adjust- 
ing all the differences which have arisen on 
the subject of the eleventh article of the 
treaty of 1061. Ihave directed that a copy 
"of this convention should be laid before 
you; and you will, I trust,- be of opinion 
that the arrangement, whilst it upholds our 
maritime rights, is founded on those princi- 
ples of reciprocal advantage which are best 
calcujated to maintain and improve the 
good understanding whici happily subsists 
between the two countries.—In the pro- 
secution of the contest in which we are 
engaged, it shall be, as it has ever been, 
my first object to execute as becomes me, the 
great trust committed to my charge. Em- 
barked with my brave and loyal people in 
one common cause, it is my fixed deter- 
mination, if the occasion should arise, to 
share their exertions and their dangers in 
the defence of our constitution, our reli- 
gion, our laws, and independence. To 
the activity and valour of my fleets and 
armies, to the zeal and unconquerable spi- 
rit of my faithful subjects, I confide 
the honour of my crown, and all those 
valuable interests which are involved in the 
issue of this momentous contest.—Ac- 
tuated by these sentiments, and hum- 
bly imploring the blessing of “Divine Pro- 
vidence, I look forward with a firm con- 
viction, that if, contrary to all just expec- 
tation, the enemy should elude the vigi- 
lance of my numerous fleets and cruizers, 
and altempt to execute their presumptuous 
threat of invading our coasts, the conse- 
quence will be to them, discomfiture, con- 
fusion, and disgrace; and that our's will 
not only be the glory of surmounting pre- 
sent difficulties, and repelling immediate 
danger, but the solid and pérmanent advan- 
tage of fixing the safety and independence 
of the kingdom on the basis of acknowledbed 
strength, the result of its own tried energy 
and resources.” 

After his Majesty had left the House, 
Lord Hawkesbury was introduced by the 
Earl Marshal and Lord Great Chamberlain 
in their robes, between Lords Hobart and 
Auckland, on being created Baron Hawkes- 
bury, and took the oaths and his seat in the 
House. Lord Westmoreland then moved 
the first reading of 2 bill, according to an- 
cient usage, before they proceeded to take 
into consideration his © ajésty’s s b. 
Their” Lordships then adjourned 
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e After a short interval, the House 
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| was resumed, and his Majesty's speech was 
| read, first by the Lord Chancellor, and af- 
| terwards by the Clerk at the table. 
| The Marguis of Sligo then rose to move 
| an Address to his Majesty, on his most gra- 
' cious Speech from the throne, which their 
| Lordships had just heard read, and spoke 
| as follows: My Lords—In calling your 
| Lordships’ attention to the speech which has 
been delivered from the throne, I trust I 
shail not be considered as arrogating to my- 
self an extraordinary claim to your consider- 
ation. Little in the habit of addressing you 
on such occasions, and not, perhaps, suited 
to it on any, I shal! require much of your 
indulgence, while I endeavour to express 
those sentiments to which that speech has 
given rise; though I am persuaded J feel 
them only in common with your Lordships, 
and with all those who have had the oppor- 
tunity of attending to it, “The importance 
of perfect unanimity at this moment, I feel 
most strongly, and I trast nothing will fall 
from) me to stand in the way of that most 
desirable object. We must recollect that 
we have to contend with an overbearing 
and vindictive enemy, avowing, as his ob- 
ject, our destruction, and one who we know, 
by the melancholy experience of Europe, 
will stop at no means to effect his purposes. 
If ever there was a period of more impoll- 
ance in the annals of history than another, 
this is the period. If ever there was a M0 
ment for peculiar pride in the name of Bu- 
ton, more than another, it is at the present 
moment. If ever there was a.period whea 
this nation, long the envy and admiration 
of the world, could more properly be look- 
ed up to for imitation, it is now, when 
every individual, born to the protection 0 
equal laws, stands forward, without distin 
tion of rank, class, or situation, to shed his 
blood in defence of that invaluable inher't: 
ance. ‘The measures which the prudence : 
his Majesty's ministers has suggested for ~ 
defence of the empire, and which the oo 
dom of Parliament has adopted, erg 
outdone by the zeal and patriotism © = 
inhabitants, and Great-Britain offers 16° 
to the admiration of the world in 4 ne 
attitude, a\nation of soldiers, not ape 
together by the terrors of revolutionary : re 
not assembled by the unbridled eee en 
despotic government, not invited DY © 
pes of plunder, from the cone ge 
neighbouring nations, but wr rapeorsth oa, 
ping forth on the noblest and eited ce 
a the possession of an a? its value, 
ernment, a proper sense defence 
and a determination to die in its 
France, assisted in her views ¥g0 © 





¥ 


other 





eS £6.62 oe 2 bee Gh week be ae ee 


~~ 





[is24 


ch was 
and af- 


> move 
ost gra- 
th their 
1 spoke 
4 your 
hich has 
trust | 
‘to my- 
onsiders 
ing you 
, suited 
of your 
ex press 
ech has 
-d I feel 
rdships, 
> oppor- 
portance 
t, I feel 
will fall 
yat most 
ect that 
rbearing 
his ob- 
e know, 
Europe, 
urposes. 
import- 
another, 
as a m0- 
e of Bri- 
} present 
od when 
miration 
be look- 
V, when 
ection ol 
- distinc: 
shed his 
, inherit- 
idence of 
d for the 
the wis- 
ave been 
7m of its 
‘ers itself 
a novel 
brought 
ary laws, 
ywer of a 
i by the 
action of 
ily st 
rily ‘a 


est pm 
Ned Form, 


its yalut, 


fence.” 
on other 


: 


Nae tes 








‘Tesistance from every rank and every persua- 


4525] 


nations, by their internal dissentions, may 
have the same expectation here, but she 
will find, that, however the wisest may dif- 
fer in political opinions, or however we 
may be divided in another part of the Unit- 
ed Empire by distinctions of religion, there 
are points and principles in which we ‘shall 
be actuated by one mind; we will not be 
invaded by a foreign enemy; we will not 
be dictated to by any one; we will live as 
an independent people, as our forefathers 
have done, or we will not live at all.—But, 
though much of the attention of the King’s 
ministers must have been bestowed on cur 
extensive preparations for home defence, 
their labours have not been confined to that 
only, Enterprizee for conquests abroad 
have been planned, and several colonies of 
considerable commercial value wrested from 
the enemy and added to’the dominions of 
Great-Britain, opening new markets for our 
manufactures, and, at the same time, cutting 
off the last remnant of foreign trade from 
France. She is effectually deprived of the 
means for the restoration of her naval power, 
the remnant of which, still smarting under 
the recollection of former defeats, confined 
to her own harbours, remains blockaded in 
one of her nava} arsenals by the persevering 
vigilance of Admiral Cornwallis, and in the 
other, by a noble admiral, with whose ex- 
ploits in the same quarter, she has had some 
former acquaintance.—With respect to the 
recent events which have taken place in 
Ireland, I can address your Lordships on 
that subject with a considerable degree of 
confidence, having been there previous to 
the breaking out of the insurrection, pend- 
ing it, and for many months after it was 
put down. A conspiracy, fomented by the 
intrigues of France, was ‘formed, having for 
its avowed object the overthrow of th go- 
vernment.. ‘The energy, the firmness, the 
vigilance, and the moderation svith which it 
was followed up by the King’s servants 
there, gave universal satisfaction to all the 
loyal inhabitants. It was traced to its very 
source : not only every ridg-leader, but also 
every conspicuous person céncerned in it, 
vas discovered and brought to punishment, 
after being allowed the fullest benefit of 
those mild, just, and lenient laws, which, in 
their madness, they wished to have overturn- 
ed. I will also forther assure your Lord- 
ships, that French fraternization is now ap- 
preciated in Ireland, at its just value, and if, 
by the misinformation of their emissaries, 
the enemy should direct their meditated at- 
tack to that quarter, they will find, I here 
pledge myself to-your ips, a vigorous 
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sion of the inhabitants.—A continued per- 
severence in the wise system of defraying 
the weighty charge of war, with the least 
| possible permanent burthen on the public, 
| cannot be too much commended. It is by 
that only our national credit can be pre- 
served, and that France will learn, that the 
plans she may have formed for exhausting 
our resources, are a$ vain as any others she 
| may have in view for our destruction.— 
| With respect to the Convention concluded 
with the King of Sweden, when the papers 
on that subject are before your Lordships 
will be the properest time for examining the 
merits of that convention; I will, however, 
take leave to say now thus much: in ail | 
have seen, and all I have read, treaties be- 
tween independent nations are lasting and 


| 








beneficial, in proportion as they convey 
equal and reciprocal advantage to both par- 
ties: if, therefore, our just rights are ob- 
tained, and all indispensably necessary to us 
is secured, without infringing on the rights 
of another independent kingdom, all that 





| Lordships’ indulgence, and, in trath, I 
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; 














could be wished for is accomplished.—I 
come now, my Lords, to the concluding pa- 
ragraph of the speech; in which his Ma- 
jesty, in language never to be forgot:en, de- 
clares, that, embarked in one common cause 
with his brave and loyal people, he confides 
to them the honour of bis crown, determin- 
ed in his own person to share with theca 
their exertions and their dangers. The feel- 
ings to which such sentiments give rise, it 
would not be easy to express; I could dwell 
on them with pride and pleasure: but I 
have trespassed already too much on your 
ave 
nearly exhausted my own strength, and, 
therefore, though I could have wished to 
have added-a few words more, I must con- 
clude with a fervent prayer, that the beloved 
Sovereign, who has reigned in the love and 
admiration of his subjects for nearly half a 
century, may long continue to fill that 
throne! Whatever calamities hang over us, 
may danger be far from him! And, when 
taken from us to ar other and a better world, 
may the remembrance of his unexampled 
virtues be lastingly impressed on his succes- 
sors, as the highest ornament to this nation 
in its prosperity, and the best pledge to it 
for the Divine aid, under any of those dan- 


_gers or calamities from which nothing hu- 


man is exemapted.— His Lordship then moved, 
‘That an humble address be presented to 
his Majesty,” which address was as usual, an 
echo of the speech from the throne, and 
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nearly the same as that which we insert in _ 


the proceedings of the House of 
Als Gy. (See page 15), 
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The Earl of Limerick rose to second the 
Address. ‘Llhough he fally coincided in 
the sentiments expressed by the nobie Mar- 
quis who had just sat down, yet he hoped the 
House would pardon him, if he felt it ne- 
cessary to trespass upon their patience, by a 
few observations upon the speech itself. 
Their Lordships would observe, that in the 
subject at present before them, no questions 
were involved, as to the fitness or unfiiness 
of ministers for the councils of their Sove 
reion ; the topics before them were not 
ma ters of party consideration; they were 


_#@ a comprehensive, general and important 


kind, and presented themselves to the atten- 
tion of their Lordships in such a point of 
view, as induced him to trouble them with 
a very few observations thereon. ‘The open- 
ing part of the Speech from the throne, very 
properly adverted to that impregnable state 
of protection, which the unprecedented vi- 
gour, energy, and unanimity of the popu!a- 
tion of the country beld forth to an aggres- 
sive and unprincipled foe, This was such, 
(and it was with exultation he had to re- 
mark it,) as must make the enemy ever fee] 
what he had to expect, in case be should 
provoke, by an attack upon its territory, the 
just vengeance of a nation, armed in defence 
of its independence, its liberties, and its in- 
valuable constitution. A voluntary arma- 
ment like the present could not be para!lel- 
ed in the, history of any country; not only 
with respect to the amount of numbers, but 
in the instance-of the sense, nay, the feel- 
ings of the people being so clearly and for- 
cibly expressed. As danger threatened, our 
spirits had increased; and never had energy 
more conspicuously distinguished any na- 
tion, even during the most arduous emer- 
gencies, than in the present contest. He 
wa; confident, that should the opportunity 
offer, of those patriotic bands signalizing 
themselves in action, they would evince 
themselves the genuine descendants of those 
who had so gloriously carried the terrors of 
the British arms into the heart of Fr.ince, 
and bore away the palin of signal and com- 
plete victory at Cressy and Poictiers. When 


had there such a number of voluntary de-— 


fenders stepped forward to vindicate the 
cause of their country? If he was right! 

informed, there was at least half a million 
of men in arms, prepared and eager to meet 
the boasting foe. Indeed the country ap- 
‘peared to him as one vast camp, filled 
by armed myriads, who, instead of feeling a 
patticle of dismay or apprehension, instead 
shop- 


the enemy, ardently wished for vothing 
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so much as to be brought to the test of ac- 
tian. When we came to cope with our ene- 
my in war, we displayed the same superiority, 
as when we contended with other traders in 
mercantile effort. We were not mere 
merchants who could traffic, but could not 
fight; not mere soldiers who could fight, 
without excelling in other arts; but in 
whatever we undertook we were superior. 
Great'y as he admired the volunteer-corps, 
yei, there was one circumstance which he 
wished to see different from what it now 
was; he wished that every corps of that 
kind, and also the militia, should have been 
engaged to serve in any part of the United 
Kiagdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 
where occasion might require a large por- 
tion of the national force: not only that the 
volunteers and militia should march to their 
own coasts, but also to the sister island, re- 
ciprocally and respectively, if they be want 
ed. Meritorious as were their services, 
and momentous, even under the present 
tenure, yet he thought they would be still 
more valuable, if they were more extensive 
as to place; and he wished a clause to that 
effect had been introduced into that part o! 
the defensive system, which recommended 
the formation of volunteer corps. Wi 
such a numerous and effectual force, some 
persons asked, why were our operations 
almost entir.ly defensive? Why did we 
make no attempt at offensive efforts! Our 
first and grand object was defence; the de- 
fence of our King, country, constitution, 
laws, religion, property, families, liberty, 
and lives, from the most cruel enemy thal 
had ever annoyed the human race; a 
who was inflamed with peculiar hatre 
against this country, which alone had rid 
tually resisted and repressed his lawie 
ambition. Unless we had made defenct 
our princi; al and almost sole object, 2 
could not have provided for our sre 
and independence. Even now, thoug a 
hd@l ina great measure ascertained es 
curity by our strength, the vigilant ae 
of our encmy would admit of no re.axé 

of our defen8ive exertions. 

however, that in a short time W 

so secure, in point of defence, as are 
of offensive warfare. He could ort woh 
hold his just tribute of praise er sa 
spectable board, to whose de ofa 


particularly belongs the arming of the _— : 
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mendatio&, were only, he was well assured, 
a specimen of the vigour and alacrity 
which universally pervaded every depart- 
ment connected with the public force.— 
The next point of the speech to which he 
would advert, was that in which his Majesty 
stated, that while every exertion was di- 
rected, in the first instance, to provide for 
our internal safety at home, yet his arms 
abroad had been directed to the attainment 
of new and important acquisitions of terr- 
tory in the West-Indies. To the wisdom 
of such conduct, every praise was due. 
Until our security at home should be placed 
out of all pessible risk, it would be quix- 
otism to direct our arms to projects of fo- 
reign conquest; but that security once ef- 


fected, it became the wisdom and vigour of 


hs Majesty’s councils, to seek every means 
of annoying the enemy abroad; and the 
new acquisitions in the West-Jndies his 
lordship hailed as an omen of new triamphs 
to our arms, to which, the state of forwara- 
ness in number and equipment of our pub- 
lic force, unparalleled at so early a period 
ofthe war, must enable us speedily to make 
many valuable additions, —His lordship next 
adverted to that part of his Majesty’s speech 
which alludes to the concerns of Ireland. 
He had, on a former occasion, feelingly to 
lament, the misfortunes’ which had then 

risen in that part of the United Kingdoms: 
with respect to tnese, on the present view 
of that subject, much matter for satisfactory 


| consideration was afforded; the principal 


leaders in that wicked and flagitious insur- 


; rection had since met that fate they so just- 


The numbers of those who 


ly deserved. 


| were embarked in that wretched cause, 


were certainly contemptible; yet their at- 


_ tempts were matter for precautionary con- 


sideration. He had, since the period al- 
luded to, resided in Ireland, and had taken 
some pains to be correctly informed upon 
the subject; he had reason to think, that 
several of those who were deeply engaged 
in traitorous machinations against the con- 
stitution and unity of these kingdoms, dif- 
fered materially among themselves as to the 
plan most expedient to be pursued. Some 
urged the expediency of an immediate ri- 
sing, while others preferred waiting for the 


assistance or co-operation of France. The 


explosion, therefore, had prematurely bro- 

en forth. He sincerely wished, however, 
that the hopes held out in the speech, 
that those who had been unhappily misied 
into the paths of treason and rebellion, 
would, by comparing the effects of that mild 
and lenient system of nment under 


“Which they had the good fortune (o live, 
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with those of that tyrannical and unprincet- 
pled usurpation to which they were about 
to commit their country, would be induced 
to return to their allegiance, and to habits 
of tranquillity. Added to this considera- 
tion, he trusted the disaffected in that coun- 
try would be kept down by the strength and 
vigilance of the Irish Volunteer force, Of 
that body of men, he could speak in terms of 
well founded panegyric: hehad seen them, 
and steadier and better disciplined troops 
were no where to be found: they were con- 
fidently to be relied upon: it was not for 
review and parade alone that they were cal 

culated, they had been weighed in the ba- 
lance of actual service, and proved them- 
selves not to be deficient. Here the noble 
earl adverted to the militia force of the 
United Kingdom, and avowed himself con 
vinced, as he had done on a former occa- 
sion, of the superior policy of reciprocal 
service, Afler viewing the effects of the 
militia system as it now stood, he expressed 
his wish that these forees, of every part of 
the United Kingdom, were enabled by law 
reciprocaily to volunteer their services, 
With respect to the militia of Ireland, he 
argt.ed for the superior policy of employing 
them partially, at least, in thiscountry. Sucis 
a measure would be, he seemed to think, in 
strict consonance with the spirit of the 
union. There might exist an aversion on 
the part of the English and Scotch militia 
to crossing the sea; but he repeated his 
opinion, that with respect to the Irish mili- 
tia, they would, if brought to this eountry, 
behave as well as any troops possibly could. 
—His lordship then entered upon the cen- 
sideration of the remaining topics of his Ma- 
In regard to the pece- 
pecuniary part of it, he must anticipate the 
most perfect unanimity, with respect to the 
affording the necessary supplies under the 
present circumstances,—In regard to the 
convention laiely entered into with the 
King of Sweden, it had his hearty approba- 

lion, conceiving it was grounded on prin- 
ciples, which would tend to do away those 
embarrassments which heretofore obtained 
on the trade of the respective countries; 
and, further, he was of opinion it would have 
the desirable operation of counteracting the 
effects of the armed neutrality. In former 
contests Great Britain had been greatly an- 

neyed by disputes about the maritime law, 

and the rights of neutral nations in 

with belligerent powers; but this conyen- 
tion adjusted difference that had 
arisen, concerning the interpretation of the 
treaty which defined our maritime right, in 

these cases.—He had to apologize to 
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lordships for trespassing so much upon their 
attention. Yet, there was one other pornt, 
respecting which he could not possibly re- 
frain from offering a word or two; namely, 
that part of his Majesty’s most gracious 
speech, wherein he expressed his determi- 
natton personally to come forward in de- 
fence of the honour of his crown, and the 
liberties and independence of his faithful 
people. Toacommunication of this nature, 
he trusted there was no heart so cold, or 
feelings so deadened, as not to beat respon- 
sive to the intimation, or feeiing'y to ap- 
preciate, in its full extent, its magnitude 
and importance.. Well may his Majesty 
rely upon the zeal and services of his peo- 
ple. Should such a contingency ever arise, 
the whole population of the island would 
rush forward, and interpose its myriads be- 
tween his sacred person and danger: 
though an attack should be made by hosts 
gorged with the spoils and blood of Europe, 
the result would be, not only security, but 
- triumph to our beloved Sovereign and those 
who have the happiness to live under his 
auspicious government. Upon the whole, 
he was induced to think, that, from the pre- 
sent favourable appearance of the nat:onal 
affairs, and the system adopted by govern- 
ment, that such effects would ensue as must 
tend to the establishment ofa real, perma- 
nent, and honourable peace, because found- 
ed on the genuine balance of power in Eu- 
rope, and duly regarding the liberties and 
independance of the various states concern- 
ed, and above all, on the broad principle of 
reciprocity of benefit and advantage. The 
noble earl concluded with expressing his 
hearty concurrence with the address.— The 
question was put, and the address was im- 
mediately voted nem. diss. —A committee 
of their lordships then retired formally to 
ale the address, and on their return the 
‘Marquis of Sligo reported from the same, 
owhen the House ordered that the lords with 
white staves should wait upon his Majesty 
to-morrow with the said address. 


(Commirree or Parviteces ]—Lord 
Hawkesbury moved that Lord Walsingliam 
be appointed chairman of the committee of 
privileges for the present session. ; 

' The ae ae one ‘in seconding the 
motion, took an opportunity to pay an 
‘handsome compliment to the talents and 


; which the noble lord, who was 
ct of the motion, had Ota: 


so long a period, in his official capa- 
airman of their lordships’ commit. 


* 
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Lord Walsingham then rose,*and ob. 


| served, that he was not in the habit of tres. 


passing upon the attention, or taking up the 
valuable time of their lordships; but, after 
what had just fallen from the noble and 
learned lord on the woolsack, he could not 
avoid saying a word or two on the occasion, 
He had to return his thanks to the House 
for this additional manifestation of their 
lordships’ favourable opinion of his official 
conduct; he trusted le should persevere in 
that line of conduct which had met their 
lordships’ approkation, which principally 
consisted in a strict and uniform adherence 
to the rules and orders of the House, with- 
out which the business could not be con- 
ducted duly to the honour of the House, or 
to the advantage of the public.—It was 
then ordered, on the motion of Lord 
Hawkesbury, that Lord Walsingham be ap- 
pointed chairman of the committees of their 
lordships’ . House, except in cases where It 
shall be otherwise directed ; and also that 
his lordship be appointed chairman of the 
private committees during the present ses 
sion.—The usual order respecting the com: 
mittee of privileges was then made, on the 
motion of Lord Walsingham; as were the 
several routine orders usually made at - 
commencement of a session; after whict 
their lordships adjourned till to-morrow. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, November 22. 


The House met this day, pursuant to t 
Majesty’s proclamation, for the aac 
public business. About three o’cloc ; 
Deputy Usher of the Black Rod appe * 
within the bar, and delivered a message 
from the Lords, desiring the attendance” S 
the House in the House of Peers 19 Ke 
the speech from the Throne. The Pre “4 
er, accompanied by the sores vt bis 
accordingly attended, in obedience aoe 
Majesty’s command. On ther see ye 
Speaker took the chair, and Te i 
House, that, by virtue of the acts eat 
‘sing him so to do, he had issued his eel “i 
to the Clerk of the Crown, directing : 
make out a new writ for the ye Bo- 
member to serve in parliament OF So nthe 
rough of Yarmouth, in the County Esq. 
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Mr. Tyrwhitt Jones.—The Speaker inform- 
ed the House, that the clerk had, according 
to custom, prepared a bill for preventing 
clandestine outlawries. The bill was 
brought up and read a first and second 
time. 


(Kine’s Sreecu.J—The Speaker ac- 
quainted the House that the House had, in 
obedience to his Majesty’s command, at- 
~ tended in the House of Peers, to hear his 
Majesty’s most gracious Speech from the 
Throne; of which, to prevent mistakes, he 
had himself obtained a copy. He then pro- 
ceeded to read the Speech from the chair, 
for which we refer to our account of the 
proceedings of the Lords, (See p. 1.) 
After the Speaker had finished reading the 
| Speech, 

The Hon. Cropley Ashley rose and spoke 
as follows. Sir; alter having heard the 
sentiments expressed, and the statements 
| contained in the Speech which has just now 

been read, it cannot appear out of season 

forme to congratulate the House on the 
[state of the country as described in that 

Speech. The spirit, zeal, and una- 

nimity of all classes, and the voluntary 
Sexertions of every branch of the com- 
‘munity, are unexampled in the annals of 

any country, and have so effectually pro- 
vided for the defence and security of the 
kingdom, as to set all attempts of the enemy 
to make any impression on our coasts at de- 
fiance. I congratulate this House and the 
bation in general, that the prosperous stat 
of our manufactures, and the great improve- 
ment of the public revenue, will enable the 
government to adhere to that excellent 
system of carrying on the war without any 
material addition to the permanent debt of 
the nation; a system which, if closely pur- 
sued, will infallibly disappoint the hopes of 
our foe, and render abortive every attempt 
o! the enemy to destroy this country by de- 
lay, and to keep it in a constant state of 
alarm.—From the exertions that every 
where appear around us, I think the coun- 
‘y in a situation of the greatest security ; 
and it is with conscious pride 1 have ob 
erved, that, notwithstanding the extensive 
and vigorous sy stem of internal defence that 
hes been adopted, our arms have been car- 
led abroad against the foreign possessions 
ef the ehamy.° The: valuable islands of 
et. Lucia, Tebago, St. ‘Pierre, and Mique- 
2on, and the settlements of Demarara and 
‘sequibo, have been added to.the British 
mpire. The vigilance and wisdom of the 
dministration hick planned the expedi- 
ey against them, and the zeal, bravery, 
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luable acquisitions have been made, are en+ 
titled to the gratitude and acknowledg- 
ments of the country. In the short space 
of four months such advantages have been 
gained, as, in every former war, would have 
been reckoned glorious achievements for a 
whole campaign.—It is with the highest 
satisfaction I learn, that a convention has 
been concluded with Sweden, founded on the 
firmest basis of all treaties, the reciprocal 
advantage of both the contracting parties, 
—It is also matter of satisfaction and con- 
gratulation to know, that the affairs of Ire- 
land now appear to wear a favourable as- 
pect, and that the change has been brought 
about, without the necessity of, employing 
those extraordinary means, which the difli- 
culties of the times render it indispensabl 
necessary to place in the hands of the Irish 
government, Such conduct must necessa- 
rily impress the deluded insurgents of that 
couniry, with a just sense of the blessings of 
the happy constiiution, which it was the ob- 
ject of their wishes to destroy, The impar- 
tiality and regard to public justice, with 
which the several trials of the persons en- 
gaged in the rebellion, have been conduct- 
ed, reflects the highest honour on those to 
whom the administration of the affairs of 
Jreland have been committed, and entitles 
them to the respect and gratitude of the 
country. His Majesty has expressed his 
hope, that such of his deluded subjects as 
have swerved from their allegiance are now 
convinced of their error, and that having 
compared the advantages they derive from 
the protection of a free constitution, with 
the condition of those countries which are 
under the dominien of the French govern- 
ment, they will cordially and zealou-ly con- 
cur in resisting any attempt that may be 
made. against the security and indepen- 
dence of the United Kingdom. If after 
such a comparison, any man can be back- 
ward or lukewarm in the cause of his coune 
try, let him call to his recollection the. ex- 
ample of his Majesty, whose whole life has 
been devoted to the improvement and ad 
vantage of his subjects, and who has this 
day come forward and declared to his peo- 
ple his detezmination, to share with them 
the danger and the tol. This is not a-war ' 
merely for military glory, for extended do- 
minion, or for powerful allies; bat a war 
forced upon us by an insolent foe, indefence 
the constitution, the laws, the religion ef 
this kingdom; fh defence of every thing 
dear an Our con- 


valuable to. .a_people. 
dact. this night, will, Ge shew, that 
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unanimous resolution to stand firm in the 


defence of our Sovereign, and of our own _ 


civil and religious privileges. ‘This ts a re- 
solution worthy ofa free and generous peo- 
ple, fully sensible of the distinguished bles- 
sings’ which they enjoy; a people magnani- 
mous enough to drop all party interests, 
when the welfare and security of the nation 
is at stake. I therefore beg leave to move 
*« That an humble Address be presented 
to his Majesty —To return his Majesty the 
thanks of this house for his most gracious 
speech from the throne.—To assure his Ma- 
jesty that this house is deeply sensible of 
his Majesty’s paternal care and attention to 
the safety and interests of his faithful peo- 
ple, in carrying into effect such measures as 
Parliament has adopted for the defence of 
the United Kingdom, and the vigorous pro- 
secution of the war.—That it is highly gra- 
tifying to this house to reflect, that in those 


preparations his Majesty has been seconded } 


by the voluntary exertions of all ranks of 
his people, in a manner which his Majesty 
has been most graciously pleased to declare, 
has, if possible, strengthened their claims to 
his confidence nd affection.—That they 
feel with just exultstion, that the measures 
of the enemy have only served to rouse the 
mative and hereditary spirit of the nation; 
and that all other considerations are lost 
in a genera} disposition to make those efforts 
and sacrifices which the honour and safety of 
the kingdom demand at this important and 
critical conjuncture.—They beg leave hum- 
bly to congratulate his Majesty on thé im- 
pression which, notwithstanding the neces- 
sity of principally attending to the great 
object of internal security, has been made 
on the foreign possessions of the enemy, by 
the capture of the Islands of St. Lucia, To- 
bago, St. Pierre, and Miquelon, and of the 
Settlements of Demerara and Essequibo; 
and they are fully sensible of the prompti- 
tude and zeal displayed by the Officers em- 
ployed in the conduct of the operations, by 
‘which those valuable acquisitions have been 
made, and by the forces acting under their 
command by sea and land.—-Th st they have 
great satisfaction in reflecting, that the lead- 
ers, and several of the inferior agents in the 
late traiterous and atrocious conspiracy in 
Ireland, have been brought to justice, and 


that the public tranquillity has experienced . 
_ no further interruption; and they 


sal at in the hope 
__ has so graciously expres 
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with the condition of the countries under 
the dominion of the French Government, 
they will cordially and zealously concur ig 
resisting any attempt, that may be made 
against the security and independence of 
the Onited Kingdom.—They assure his Ma- 
jesty that he may rely on the readiness of 
his faithful Commons, to make such provi- 
sion as may be necessary for the service of 
the year, and that they are fully sensible of 
the importance of persevering in the system 
which has been adopted, of defraying the 
expenses of the war with as little addition 
as possible to the public debt, and to the 
permanent barthens of the state.—They feel 
a perfect confidence that their fellow sub- 
jects will meet with fortitude, the pressure 
which the present situation of the country 
renders unavoidable, under a conviction of 
the indispensable importance of upholding 
the dignity, and of providing effectually for 
the safety of the empire.—They return their 
thanks to his Majesty, for his gracious 10- 
tention of laying before them the Conver- 
tion which his Majesty has concluded wih 
the King of Sweden, for the purpose ol ad 
justing the differences which have arssen 0# 
the subject of the 11th Article of the Trealy 
of 1661; and they trust that it will be found 
at once to uphold our maritime rights, and 
to produce the effect of maintaining 
improving the good understanding which 
happily subsists between the two countries. 
—That they are most deeply convinced thst 
it will be, as it ever has been, his mexgee 
first object to execute, as becomes his ry" 
dignity, the great trust with which hes . 
vested ; and they receive with the gre 
feelings of veneration and dutiful atta 
ment the expression of those paternal sells 
timents which induce his Majesty to com 
der himself as embarked in one age 
mon cause with bis people, and which fn 
determined his Majesty, if the — 
should arise, to share their exertions . 
their dangers in the defence of our rae 
tution, our religion, our laws, and in poi 
dence.—They beg leave humbly © al aa 
his Majesty, that these sentiments bs peo, 
be lost on an affectionate and grate of a 
ple, but will animate and aovigess” 
tivity and valour of his fleets “ his faith 
and the zeal and determination 0°” ie 
ful. subjects, to which his Majes'y> ny 
the protection of Divine P 2 hain and 
safely confide the honour of his aye it 
all those important interests w com 
volved in the issue of this momento 
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Providence, they look forward with a firm 
conviction that if, contrary to all just expec- 
tation, the enemy should elude the vigilance 
of his Majesty's fleets and crujizers, and at- 
tempt to execute their presumptuous threat 
of invading the coasts of the United King- 
dom, the consequences will be to them dis- 
comfiture, confusion and disgrace. and that 
the exertions of this kingdom will be re- 
warded, not only by the glory of surmounting 
present difficulties and repelling immediate 
danger, but by the solid and permanent ad- 
vantage of fixing its safety and independence 
on the basis of acknowledged strength, the 
esult of its own tried energy and resources.’ 
Mr. Burland.—Sir, In rising to second the 
motion of my honourable friend, I find a 


| considerable degree of embarrassment ; not 


proceeding so mucli from the apprehension 
of addressing this House, whose indulgence 
{ have before experienced, bat from the 
momentous crisis in which I am permitted 
to address you. A crisis, Sir, which whether 
we consider the general situation of the con- 
tinent of Europe, sunk and depressed as it is 
by the predominant influence of one power 
to the rank and level ofa petty German State, 
or whether we consider the particular situ- 
ation of this kingdom rearing its head above 
those clouds of anarchy and despotism which 


_ have in succession shed their noxious influ- 


ence on the globe: in whatever light we view 
it, | believe it is a crisis unparalle led in the 
history: of antient, and I am confident ua- 
equalled in that of modern times.—At a pe- 
riod like the present, Sir, when preparations 
are making, the avowed object of which we 
know to be the destruction of this country, 
when even at the moment in which I awn 
now speaking, the meditated attack may pos- 
sibly have commenced on our coasts, | am 
pon the members of 
this House for that unanimity on which our 
salvation depends. Small indeed, 1 am well 
aware, is the influence which any argument 
of mine would produce, but I rely with con- 
fidence on the unanimeus vote of the House 
in support of the motion of my honourable 
friend, because the experience of the last 


‘Session of Parliament has taught.me, that 


Whatever shades of difference there might be 
in political opinions. on speculative or theo- 
retical points, however gentlemen might 
disagree in their sentiments of past measures, 
or of eee plans of defence, yet, when- 
ae welfare of the King, the country, or 
a: was at aeao, ibis: Honse 
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ple of unanimity to the British empire; let 
us not by dissentions here paralyze the efforts 
which a generous and patriotic enthusiasm 
is making for the preservation of the country. 
—If, Sir, any argument was necessary in 
favour of unanimity, from what source could 
I deduce it better, than from the disanion, 
the selfish politics, and the lust of partial ¢ ag 
grandizement, which have deluge’ Europe 
with blood, and involved the innocent and 
guilty in one common ruin. -~ But, Sir, 
I feel no apprehension of the want of unani- 
mity, either within these walls or without, 
The moderation which hjs Majesty invariably 
shewed throughout the whole of the last 
war, the disposition which he at all times 
manifested to conclude a peace on fair and 
honourable terms, avd the opportunity of 
which he availed himself to accept proposals 
of peace as soon as they were offered, have 
couvinced the people of the necessity of the 
present war, and have united them in the 
prosecation of it. .I fear not the want of 
courage in the people, or of vigour in the 
Government; but there is a circumstance 
from which I confess I do entertain some 
apprehension ; because, if the threatened at- 
tack is postponed to a more distant period, it 
may diminish the energy of the people, and 
may induce them to despise that danger, 
which I wish them to view alike without 
contempt or without dismay ; it is from that 
improvident and overweening security which 
pervades many parts of the country. There 
is a language which I frequently hear used, 
which is in my opinion of so pernicious a 
tendency, that 1 have always thought it my 
duty, both as a magistrate and a man, to ré- 
probate and refute it. It is a very common 
phrase in all parts of the kingdom, to which 
I think every gentleman who now hears me 
can bear witness, that our present alarms are 
imaginary, that Buonaparté is as weil conm- 
vinced of the impossibility of invading this 
country as we are, that his preparations are 
only meant to alarm us, and to involve us in 
a rainous expense. Now, Sir; if those who 
hold this. language would consider the cha 
racter of the enemy with whom we are to 
contend, if they would recollect that he in- 
vaded Egypt, and carried bis arms farther in’ 
that country than European troops ‘had ever .. 
pexetrated before, at a time when he was” 
engaged in a war with all Europe; on: ai 
would consider the armament: which 

the coast of France from the ‘Texel to the » i 
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estimation is life itself in his mind, that 
the sacrifice of thousands, nay of whole 
armies, is no impediment to his progress; 
if they would reflect on these circum- 
stances, I think they could not for a mo- 
ment doubt, that he will attempt the inva- 
sion which he has threatened. What the 
event of that attempt will be, it is not for 
human wisdom to foresee, but this it may 
be fair to predict; that if, like the Swiss, 
the Dutch, or the Hanoverians, we wait, 
in a torpid or too confident security, until 
the enemy is at our gates, we shall share 
the fate of those unhappy countries; but 
if, on the contrary, we go forth with the 
spirit and the souls of Britons, to meet him 
on our coasts; if we unite with one heart, 
and one hand, in defence of our country, 
we shall drive him back, with disgrace 
and discomfiture, to those who have raised 
him to the tyranny he usurps; where, like 
the Arch Fiend of old, he will return to 
his Pandemonium, and hear, 


On all sides, from innumerable tongues, 
A dismal, universal hiss—the sound 
Of public scorn. 


But, Sir, whatever may be the final issue 
of this contest ; however glorious its ter- 
mination may be to Great Britain, I shall 
always regret the revolution which it has 
produced in the manners and constitution 
of every state in Europe. For, Sir, the 
habits, poner the prejudices, of my edu- 
cation, have taught me to look with a jea- 
lous eye on every increase of militar 
power; and I grieve to think, that while 
the military despotism of France exists, 
every nation must rely, for the protection 
of its liberties, not on its civil ¢onstitution, 
but on its military force. - But, Sir, while 
this evil does exist, for I must call it an 
evil, though, I admit it to be a necessar 
evil, I rejoice to see the hands in which 
arms are placed. I rejoice to see a rank 
and file 
are intrusted to those who will be induced 
by interest, as well as by principle, to 
use them in suppost of the laws and consti- 
tution of their country. Letme, Sir, draw 
a contrast between the military force of 
the two nations: in the one I see the 
wretched ript dragged in chains to 


fight the battles of his tyrant; in the other | 
see free and independent volunteers rush- 
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forth on this day, and pledges himself to 
his people, that, in the hour of peril, he 
will share their exertions and their dangers 
with them, in defence of our constitution, 
in defence of our religion, in defence of 
the laws and independence of his domini- 
ons.—Sir, I have purposely avoided enter. 
ing into a detail of the different subjects 
touched upon in his Majesty’s speech, be- 
cause my hon. friend has dilated upon them 
in so ample and so clear a manner, that I 
am apprehensive of weakening the effect 
of his argument, by endeavouring to illus- 
trate them. Gratitude, however, forbids 
my passing over in silence, the conduct of. 
the British Navy. Of splendid achieve- 
ments, indeed, the enemy has given them 
no opportunity ; but the patience-and per- 
severance with which they have continued 
to block up the ports of France, and the 
vigilance with which they have watched 
the motions of the enemy, so that I do not 


‘believe the smallest boat has escaped their 


notice, deserves our highest commendation. 
The conduct of the 1 Admiral, who 
commands the Channel fleet, in persever- 
ing to hold his station on the coast of 
France, in defiance of the storms and tem- 
pests incident to the season of the year, |s 
above all praise.—I regret, Sir, that I can- 
not look back to the events which have 
taken place in Ireland with equal satisfac- 
tion. But though the seeds of rebellion 
have again germinated in that country, yet 
they have sprung from so weak a rool, 
they have been cultivated by so unskilful 
a hand, and have been cut down at %° 
early a period, by the vigilance of gore 
ment, that I would willingly flatter ie 
the time is approaching when they will 
finally eradicated. If, Sir, we may be- 
lieve the dying declarations of the leaders 
of the insurrection, even they were 0 
sunk so low, as to wish fox a connect” 
with France, or to be insensible to “7 
horrors of French fraternity; and the ae : 
have evinced, that the deluded peor 
who joined them, were influenced more >) 
former engagements, and oath 

on them, than by any convictio 
justice or advantage of the caus¢ 
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expenses of a war; but the splerdor of 
these victories is, in some degree, lost, by 
the very circumstance which ought to make 
it more grateful to us, because they have 
been gained without bloodshed ; and be- 
cause the people of these colonies have 
voluntarily sought the protection of a go- 
vernment, whose mild and beneficent sway, 
they had before experienced,—Sir, I am 
now tu thank the house for the indulgence 
which they have shewn, and the patience 
with which they have permitted me to 
state my reasons for supporting an address, 
which I trust will meet the unanimous ap- 
robation of this house, because I believe 
it speaks the feelings of every subject of 
the British empire, 

Mr. fox.—Sir, I do not rise with the in- 
tention of objecting particularly to the pro- 
posed address in consequence of the speech 
which his Majesty has been most graciously 
pleased to make to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment; nor am I disposed to meee the 
soundness of the arguments employed by 
the honourable mover, and. seconder of the 
address, I rise merely to advert to two 
points; one of which is omitted in the 
speech, and the other particularly alluded 
to. The point omitted in the speech is the 
mediation of Russia: a subject on which 
I cannot help thinking, the house had a 
fair right to expect some communication, 
Inthe course of the last session of Parlia- 
ment, when I called the attention of the 
house to the mediation of the court of St. 
Petersbourg, a noble Secretary of State 
(Lord Hawkesbury), not now in_ this 
house, did, as strongly as language can 
express, pledge ministers as not only ready 
to accept of the mediation of Russia, if 
offered, but, if not offered, directly to so- 
licit it. The noble Lord distinctly pledged 
himself,that Ministers were notonly willing 
to hear the ideas of the court of Russia, as to 
the best mode of bringing about an accom- 
modation of the differences betwixt this 
country and France; but ready to state 
what their own ideas were of the most 
practicable means of restoring a good un- 
derstanding betwixt the two countries.* 








_* “ On this ground (said Lord Hawkesbury), mi- 
histers had not only ex their willingness to 
receive any proposition the court of St Peters- 
burgh, but they had gone much beyond this assu- 
Tance. They had declared their readiness to explain, 
in the most frank and it terms, the views which 
they entertained on the in dispute, and the 
mode which to them appeared the best calculated to 
bring about an amicable arrangement. No question 
Of etiquette would stand in the way; the whole de- 
Claration of ministers had b 
"of peace, In aid of his 





s declaration, an 


en in the true spi- 
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From all that I have seen, heard, or ob- 
served, I have every reason to think that 
the noble Secretary was sincere in the 
pledge which he then gave, and that mi- 
nisters have acted on that declaration, One 
would have naturally thought, then, that. 
in a speech from the Throne, at the open- 
ing of a new session, and after such an in- 
terval has taken place, as might afford 
some grounds of ascertaining how far the 
application was likely to be successful, his 
Majesty would have referred to the sub- 
ject, and put the House in possession of 
the means of determining how far any ne- 
gotiations were likely to jead to the result 
which was in view. I am sensible that 
this is not the particular day for taking up 
the consideration of the success or failure 
of these negotiations ; but the information, 
the want of which I complain of in the 
speech, will be very necessary, when, on 
a future day, it may come to be discussed. 
—The other point to which I wish to allude, 
is one particularlyreferred to in the speech. 
In that part of the speech which’refers to 
the situation of i er the House are 
congratulated on the suppression of the late 
rebellion in that country, and a confident . 
hope is held out of the permanent continu- 
ance of tranquillity, From past experi- 
ence, I cannot easily flatter myself that 
such a hope will be realized. I can see 
no reason to think that permanent tran- 
quillity will be established in Ireland while 
the present system is aoe In the 
speech it is asserted, that the leaders of 
the late rebellion had in view the introduc- 
tion of French dominion into Ireland, and 
that the whole plan of the insurrection was 
founded on the co-operation of a French 
force, destined to overthrow the British 
constitution as now established in Ireland. 
Whatever be the crimes ef the men who 
were the authors of the late rebellion, I 
wish, in speaking of them, to be guided 
by justice. But, Sir, have not the leaders 
of the insurrection most unequivocally dis- 
claimed all idea of a connection with the 
French Government? Have they not 
avowed, that they reprobated such a con- 
nexion, even with an idea of promoting 
theirown views? Whatever atrocities the 
rebellion exhibited, and certainly no man - 





express assurance was given of his readiness to listen 


to any pro Egadbecracp by Papenscis } Of peace 5 
and he hadiabad to assure ticmearaiite geatiiiane 
and the house, that ministers were ready to receive 
any offer of mediation on the part of orto. 
offer to the mediation of that power rhe sin dis- 
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can think or hear with greater horror of 
those atrocities than Ido: I must contend 
that itis not just to stigmatize the authors 
of the rebellion with at all leaguing them- 
selves with the French government, in their 
views of destroying all connection with 
this country. A dese is also expressed in 
the speech, that those who had swerved 
from their allegiance, were now convinced 
of their error. It is plain, Sir, that the 
word here ought to have been wish, and not 
hope. Under the present system of go- 
vernment in Ireland, it is impossible that 
any such hope can be rationally entertain- 
ed; for, without a totally new system of 
managing the affairs of Ireland be adopted, 
a hope of the Irish being convinced of their 
error can hardly be expected. It is not 
said that another system is to be pursued, 
but we are only iold, that a hope is enter- 
tained of the rebels being convinced of 
their error; thus shutting our eyes to the 
fate of that country, and the real state of 
the case. This, I allow, Sir, is not the 
day on which the consideration of the af- 
fairs of Ireland can come fairly before tho 
house, but I should feel that [ was not do- 
ing my duty to my country, if I were even 
now to let it be supposed, that there can be 
any rational hope ot the continuance. of 
permanent tranquillity in Ireland unless 
some measures aie resorted to, of a nature 
very different from those now employed. 
When we recollect the descripiion given 
of the general loyalty of the people of 
Ireland; when we recollect the represen- 
tations given in the speeches of gentlemen 
in this house, we shall be careful of at- 
taching much weight to any general repre- 
sentations of the state of that country. On 
a subject so important as this is, I cannot 
think it either wise or safe to trust much to 
. general words. -I hope and trust, that 
gentlemen will keep their minds open for 
any future discussion which this subject 
may create. I trust they will not be so far 
influenced by representations now given, 
or confide so implicitly in general asser- 


tidhs, as to think fature enquiry unneces- 


sary. It is theduty of every man to re- 
volve the matter deeply in his mind, and 
not to forestall any measure or any decision 
which may hereafter take place. The 
members of this house could not feel them- 
selves otherwise than guilty, if they suf- 
fered themselves to believe in the continu- 
| oosnitiy' Trish Remaaility, because the 
_ country is represented as now contented 
a and because hopes are held out that the 


contentment is permanent.—Mr, Fox sat 





disturb the unanimity which there seemed 
every reason to think would be maintained 
in the vote for the address, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.-—T rise, Sir, 
for the purpose of replying to the observa- 
tions which have been made by the hon, 
member, on the speech with which his Ma- 
jesty has been pleased to address his Parlia- 
ment this day. Althoagh the hon. member 
is not inclined to oppose the address, and is 
disposed to entertain a favourable opinion of 
the sentiments which generally pervade it, 
yet it would, he declares, have afforded him 
more unqualified satisfaction, if the medi- 
ation of the court of Russia, whether suc- 
cessful or not, had been explicitly mentioned 
in the speech from the Throne ; and that the 
allusion to the insurrection in that part of 
the united kingdom called Ireland, had been 
couched in other or more guarded expres- 
sions.—Sir, ‘the hon. gentleman has stated, 
with accuracy, the general import of that 


pledge, which, during the last session of ° 


Parliament, was made by my noble friend, 
the Secretary of State, whom it has pleased 


. his Majesty to promote to a seat in anotber 


assembly. My noble friend did certainly 
declare, as the hon. gentleman has fairly 
stated, that his Majesty’s ministers were 
ready to accept, not only now, but at any 
future time, the mediation of the Emperor 
Alexander, towards terminating the u0- 
happy and unprovoked hostility in which the 
British empire was involved ; and that for 
the purpose of convincing all Europe, of 
the equity of their cause, and the pacific 
nature of their intentions, they would not 
only accept it if offered, but that they 
would even condescend to solicit it. Ss 
for the information of the hon. gentleman, 
I will communicate to him and to this bouse, 
that thai mediation was offered by the court 
of Russia, and accepted with readiness and 
gratitude, on the part of his Majestys s¢™ 
vants; and although discussions of the 
greatest moment were consequently conl- 
menced, yet I am sorry to say, that their 
progress they did not assume such’a shape 4 
to lead to any probability of an amicable ar 
rangement with France., No man can 
more concerned than I am, that the. wait 
ference of that court has not been atten 

with that success which the hon. penvene. 
on a former occasion, seemed so zealous © 
his expectation of. J am not, hewerer 
all astonished to find, that the ae ee 
man expresses surprise at not receiving Br 
information relative to this subject, POF. 

any account of the issue of the | 
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reasonable. I can assure the hon. gent. and 
the house, that his Majesty’s servants have 
no wish whatever to withhold aij the infor- 
mation in their power respe. ting the discus- 
sions which have taken place. The fact is, 
however, that circumstances of a nature 
which I hope may be temporary, but which 
] will not positively pledge myself will turn 
out to be of that- nature, did prevent mi- 
nisters from making a communication to the 
house. Their wish was to conceal no in- 
form#tion which could at all throw light on 
the subject, but they did not wish that the 
communi¢ation which they made should be 
imperfect, as it necessarily must have been if 
made under existing circumstances Though 
I will not absointely pledge myself to make 
a communication, even if the obstacle arising 
from the circumstances to which I have 
referred were removéd, yet I can have 
no difficulty in saying that I should not 
be unwilling to gratify the house with the 
information in question, if it appeared to 
be the general wish of the house that this 
information should be yranted. What I 
have said on this topic is, I trust, sufficient 
to convince the house, that the omission of 
the mediation of Russia in the speech was 
periectly justified by circumstances. I will 
Now, om, advert to what the hon. gent. 
said on the manner in which the speech 
notices the Jate insurrection in Ireland, and 
the actual state of that country. In his 
Mayesty’s speech a hope is expressed, that 
such part of his deluded subjects as have 
swerved from their allegiance are now con- 
vinced of their error, and that having 
compared the advantages they enjoy from 
the protection of a free constitution, with 


| the condition of those. countries which are 


under the dominion of the French govern- 
ment, they will cordially and zealously 
concur.in resisting any attempt that may 
be made against the security and inde- 
pendence of the United Kingdom. I ad- 


| mit, with the hon. gent., that even to the 


worst of traitors justice is_a debt which is 


due, but do not see how, in this instance, 


any injustice has been done to the leaders 
of the late rebellion in Ireland. The hon, 
sent. contends that it is unjast to attribute 


to the leaders of that rebellion any design 


of introducing French dominion into Ire- 
land. I cannot admit that the passage in 
question will fairly admit of such a con- 
struction. It is merely intended tc convey 
this idea, that the deluded part of the.po- 
pulation of Ireland, who might be disposed 
to employ French aid in 1 ing their 
fonnection with this country, would be 


everted from ther views by éontemplaing 
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| the contrast betwixt the condition of ‘their 


| own country and the countries now groan- 
| ing under the miseries of French domina- 
tion. I have heard it said, and I see no 
reason to doubt it, that the leader in that 
insurrection, previous to the judgment of 
_ the court being pronounced on him, ex- 
pressly declared his abhorrence of any al- 
_liance with the French government, and 
_ advised his deluded countrymen to con- 
| sume the grass under the invader’s feet, 
| rather than suffer their native land to be 
| polluted by the footstep of a French sol- 
'dier, It may be allowed that some of the 
persons making such declarations were in 
circumstances which lead us the less to 
doubt their sincerity. 1 will even concede 
to the hon. member, that some of the de- 
clarations might be true, but if it be meant 
to assert that none of the leaders of the late 
Irish rebellion were inclined to court an al- 
liance with France, I must be permitted 
most peremptorily to deny such a position, 
I have the best means of knowing that such 
assertions are founded in gross falsehood, 
Let it be recollected too what happened 
during the rebellion, Let it be recollected 
that many of the leaders, though they had 
no idea of introducing a French govern- 
ment into their country, Were not indis- 
posed to admit French aid to enable them 
with more prospect of success to prosecute 
their own views. They were willing to 
admit this at the hazard of what they consi- 
dered as a contingent, but whatI mnst ever 
consider as a certain evil, the evil of being 
compelled to contend against French do- 
minion, even after they had succeeded in 
separating themselves from this part of the 
empire. But let this be as it may, let-the 
views of the Irish be as separate as pos- 
sible from any notion of French alliance, 
my position is, that the contrast of. their 
own condition, and that of those nations 
which the French government has subju- 
gated, would induce them at all events to 
resist the common enemy of the civilized 
world, This contrast would, I am per- 
suaded, operate as the strongest induce~ 
ment for them to abstain from the prosecu- 
tion of views which can only expose them 
to destruction, The hon. gent. says, that 
in the speech, instead of the /ofe expressed 
of such an event, it would have been bet-. 
ter if the word wish had been introduced, 
Sir, I will tell. that hon, gent. and also this 
house, that the persons whom his Majesty 
has called to his government, have not. 
barely the cist, but a rational and welle 
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country. Sir, I state with the strongest 
satisfaction, and with no little exultation, 
that the conduct of his Majesty’s govern- 
ment has operated a very salutary and 
material alteration in the sentiments of the 
majority of the people of that country, 
But the hon. gent. says, it is impossible to 
expect the continuance of tranquillity in 
Ireland without attending more particu- 
larly to the real situation of the country, and 
unless some plan of removing existing gric- 
vances is resorted to. Whether it would 
be fit at all to argue the question of the 
state of Ireland in the present state of 
affairs, I shall leave to the wisdom of the 
house to discover. For my own part, I 
am not aware of the possibility of such a 
discussion at this moment being productive 
of one solid advantage. On the eontrary, 
f am thoroughly persuaded that the agita- 
tion of the question in the present crisis of 
affairs, could only tend to aggravate those 
evils which Iam sure the hon. member 
must as sincerely as any man deplore, with- 
eut producing any one of those advantages 
which the hon. gent. is so anxious to ac- 
complish. The hon. gent. has recommended 
to members to keep their minds open for 
future discussion, to avoid the formation 
of prepossessions, to be ready for the con- 
sideration of the question whenever it 
occurs, with moderation and impartiality. 
It is hardly necessary for me to give any 
pledge to the house, if the subject is ever 
brought regularly under discussion, what 
conduct I may think it my duty to pursue. 
{ shall studiously endeavour to keep my 
mind unbiassed and unprejudiced by any 
previous statements or antecedent repre- 
sentations, The hon. member will find me 
ready to enter on the discussion tempe- 
rately and gravely, and to be guided in 
my judgment by what appears most conso- 
nant to the principles of justice, policy, 
and humanity, JI trust that the house will 
be.content with this declaration, as to the 
second objection of the hon. gent. on the 
opposite bench, and that the unanimity 
which is likely to prevail this night, may 
experience no interruption; but that we 
may cafry our expression to the foot of 
the Throne, with that ready and universal 
zeal, which the sentiments contained in his 
Majesty’s most gracious speech so justly de- 


Sir Francis Burdett—I do not rise, Sir, 


Upon the present occa- 
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has been so highly complimented in jr; 
which I think it my duty to mention. And 
in so doing, I beg that I may not be mis. 
understood, nor misrepresented. In what 
I am about to say, I mean nor the smallesz 
censure upon the volunteers at large, nor 
even upon the system: however I may 
doubt, whether that system be or be not 
the least expensive, or tle most eligible 
and effectual military force, either for the 
purpose of defence or offence. Neither do 
I intend the slightest censure even upon 
that particular corps, whose conduct in one 
particular I disapprove. I can easily be- 
lieve, that they may have been actuated by 
the best motives. The necessity of the 
times,.the novelty of their situation, zeal 
for the service in which they have embark- 
ed, may all have prompted them to speedy 
and vigorous measures, the consequences of 
which they had not maturely corsidered.— 
But, Sir, 1 hold in my hand a paper, which 
purports to be an Address from the St. 
Giles’s and St. George’s Bloomsbury Vo- 
lunteer Association,* directed to be carried 
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* The following is a correct copy of the Ad- 
dress to which Sir Francis alludes. “The Committec 
and the Commanding Officer of the St. Giles and 
St. Gearge, Bloomsbury, Volunteer Association, 
most earnestly-request your attention to the with- 
in paper.—St. Giles and St. George Bloomsbar] 
Volumeer Association. — The Commiutce 09 
themselves under the necessity of laying before 
the inhabitants of the united parishes, a state ° 
the fund of the Association; and of requesting 
their pasticular attention to a few considerations 


_of much importance to the country and to them- 


selves.—-From the statement hereto subjoined, » 
the subscriptions and the expenditure song 
made, and ot the necessary current ouivoings, g 
manifestly appears that the fund (nigkwaehere 
ing the utmost economy has been used) Ae 
degree adequate to complete the establis “ ‘ 
much less to continue it-—A great num Ad 
ersons enrolled, extremely zealous, but ~ ae 
ent, are at this moment non-efiectine; hing. 
the fund is unable to furnish them with - ow we 
—lt is unnecessary to state many conside aye 
in order to excite the zeal of the are 
supply a sufficient fund by further gone ae 
—The danger to which the country 1s at ing t0 
ment exposed is-too imminent and ae 
require to be dwelt upon.—The 
near when the 
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D it; from house to house throughout those pa- | this House. It is impossible to foresee to 
And me =orishes; calling upon those who had already | what extent this practice may be carried. 
- miss . contributed, as well as upon those who had | That an armed corps should be a delibera- 
what not; giving their opinion of the ability and | tive assembly was never thought advisable ; 
dallest & wealth of the different inhabitants; and | but that we should have parochial parlia- 
Nor m §6= advertising them of an intended domiciliary | ments through the land, raising money at 
_ may | visit to each house by two of the corps; | their will upon the inhabitants, could not 
¢ not | threatening to publish their names at the | be borne for a moment: especially when it 
gible | close of the year; and particularly pointing | is considered, that these same persons un-— 
or the » out the aged, the infirm, and the women, | dertake to determine the gross amount ot 
rer do | whose fears may be supposed most easily the sum to be raised, and the quota of the 
upon » excited.—-Sir, itis more especially my duty | individuals, and that these same persons are 
In one | to notice this, as it has passed in a county, | to receive it, to dispose of it, and to partake 
Ang which I have the honour to represent in | of it.—-Sir, it is the duty of this House 
ted oY 
of the | tion.—The Committee, from viewing the present 
, zeal state of the subscription, as it respects either the tants need only pay, at present, such part of their 
fei, whole amount, or the sums given by individuals, subscriptions as may be convenient, leaving it to 
vet are satisfied that mavy of the inhabitants were the Committee to call upon them proportionably 
speedy not aware of the extent of the necessary expendi- | fF the remainder, by instalments, as it shall he 
ces of ture, oof the claims upon them for furnishing wanted.—By order of the Committee, 
red.— | the means of it-—Striking examples of pecuniary Nov. 1, 1803. Joun Wricur, Secretary. 
which | exertions have occurred in almost every part of 
hig the kingdom —Many individuals have singly ex- Strate of the Fund of the St. Giles and St. George Blooms. 
. pended several thousand pounds in raising and bury Volunteer Association. 
y Vo- supporting Volunteer Corps.—Even towards a ge- | Amount of Subscrip- 
-arried neral Subscription in ome county a Nobleman tions, from the 2sth 
subscribed 2,c0ol. a Prelate 2,000l. several 1,000]. of July to the rst of 
a many private Gentlemen sool. 4ool. and 3ool. Nov. 1803. ...000+ 3805 9 Oo 
the Ad- each; while, in these parishes, the highest sub- 
mmittec scription (except in two instances) has been sol. ; Ex pended. 
les and That sum, however, standing even as the highest | Clothing........ sees 1398 6 0 
ciationy subscription, though small, in comparison with | Accoutrements ...... 562 10 © 
ve withe the sums above-mentioned, would have produced Drill Serjeants, Adver- 
ms bury ' an ample fund, if others of the parishioners had tisements, Drums, 
ce find subscribed proportionably.—Ten different persons Music, &c, &c. &e,, 609 4 0 
, before have each subscribed sol. making up above a sixth 2570 © © 
state of | of the whole subscription; while many others, Further Expenditure necessary to complete 
juesting | known to be of great opulence, either have not .__ the Establishment. 
erations | subscribed at all, or have given sums so compara- Clothing for 300 Men 
g them- tively smail, that the Committee is most sincerely and Drummers .... 1800 © 
ined, of convineed they have acted under misconception, | Great Coats, 600 .... 630 © © 
already —The Committee abstain at present from pub- Knapsacks, &¢c...... 1059 0 © 
ings, I a lishing the subscriptions, until every person has Pickers, Brushers, Dri- 
hstand- had a full opportunity of reconsidering the mat- vers, &e... | 165 0 0 
s in 0 ter. Before the end of the year they will be pub- | Accoutrements, 300.. 450 0 © 
shment, lished.— The crisis admits of no false delicacy— | Grenadiers’ Extras .. 200 0 © 
mber of the present application is not to the liberality of Light Infantry Ditto., 300 © © 
not opus persons——it is a call upon their patriotism and | S¢®try Boxes..-..... oo © © 
because their duty, to come forward upon no less an ocea- Armoury and Magazine 250 © © 
Jothing- sion than that of rescuing their country from de- Orderly Room .....2. 150° 0 © 
erations struction, and of defending the very existence of Printing, Stationary, &c. 100 © © 
rants 10 . themselves and their families.—alt is, therefore, fit | Piomeers......-+.0-. echt 
riptions- that the country should know who the persons | Erecting Abutment for 
this mo- are that are zealous in its defence, and who those Ball-firing, &c. .... 50 0 © 
rming t0 aa that at such a moment can decline to supply ae 
ay post iberally the pecuniary means necessary to mili- P Current Expenses, 
ts woul ye exertions.—Those who are unable from age, | AMMunition ........ 
ry to be ‘afirmity, sex, or other cause, to render personal Armourers «. +. 0+ os+e 
“fewill service, should particularly recollect the great in- | Drill Serjeants ...... 


conveniencies and sacrifices submitted to by those | 18 Drummers.......» 


trai who are performing military —they should 
rage i endeavour to balance their Laeatend with their 


have country by more extensive pecunia 
+ hich there lakclinenee she arncteamapttotnantan 


DOGUELERT ns o 90.05 son 
Casual hing eevee 
Incidental Expenses .. 


SCooiocec 
eooocicoodgo 


rong 1° elsewhere, should remember that they have a stake 
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especially to meet, in the very becin ing, a 
principle so dangerous : and, of all persons, 
the administration of the country oughr to 
be the most alarmed at it; since the prin- 
ciple of this measure goes directly and im- 
mediately ro the destruction, not only of 
this, but of every kind of government, and 
tends to the introduction of that anarchy, 
of which so much has been said to be ap- 
prehended. The motive mzy excuse the 
individuals; but it does not ar all abate rhe 
malignity of the principle: for it is well 
known that many of the most ruinous prac- 
tices to nations have been bezun from good 
motives and for good purposes.—I have 
thought it my duty to take the earliest op- 
portunity of noticing and reprobating this 
measure; and am persuaded ministers will 
take care, that it shall not be necessary for 
me to trouble the House hereafter on the, 
subject. —The question was then put upon 
the Address, and agreed to mem. con., and a 
committee appointed to prepare the same. 
—Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wednesday, November 23. 


The house met at half past two o'clock, in 
order to proceed to St. James’s with the 
address to his Majesty.—Lord Ashburton 
took the oaths and his seat; after which 
their lordships ajourned until Wednesday, 
and proceeded to St. James's. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 





Wednesday, November 23. 


[Minutes.J—The Speater informed the 
house that certain petitioning burgesses, 
complaining of an undue election and return 
for the borough of Great-Grimsby, in the 
county of Lincoln, had failed to enter into 
their recognances within the period pre- 
scribed by the act of parliament, and that, 
consequently, their petition could not be at- 
tended to.—The house then proceeded to vote 
the usual standing orders of the house for 
grand committees on religion, courts of jus- 
tice, trade, &c. &c.—Mr. Vansittart moved 


an instruction to the committee upon ex- 


piring laws, that they do inquire what spe- 
cific laws of a public and general nature 
have been made by Great Britain or Ireland, 
or by the parliament of the united kingdom, 


and which of them have expired from Sep- 


tember, 1802, to the 22d of November 
1803, &¢. and which of them are fit to be 
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| continued, &c. Ordered.—Mr. Jarvis cave 
notice that he should on Friday next more 


for leave to bring 'n a bill to prevent the 
desertion and escape of petty officers. seas 
men, and others, from his Majesty's service 
by means orunder colour of any civil or crim’ 
nal process. He shouid have given this noti 
for to-morrow, had he not understond tht 
the house was to have the honour of wating 
on his Majesty with the address to-morrow, 
on which occasion it was not usual to do any 
other business. 


[WaTERFORD ELECTION COMM(TTEE,] 
—Mr. Dundas reported at the bar, from'the 
committee of the Waterford election, that 
two of the members of that committee, Mr. 
Ward and Mr. F. W. Grant were absent, 
and that the other members, after waitin 
one hour, ajourned 

The Speaker informed the house, that 
since the nomination of the commitiee Mr. 
Ward had ceased to be a member of that 
house, and therefore there could be no fur- 
ther proceeding by the house with respect to 
him. With respect to Mr. Grant, there was 
a provision in an act of Parliament for or- 
dering his atteadance in the house. to otter 
his excuse for his absence, or to undergo the 
censure of the house: a motion might there- 
fore be made for his attendance in the house 
ona given day, which, of course would no! 
be a distant one —Mr. Dundas therefore 
moved, “ that Francis William Grant, E59. 
do attend in his place on Friday next. — 
After a few observations from the chal 
upon the regularity of the motion. an¢ tie 
usual practice of-the house on similar occ2- 


sious, the motion was put and carried. 


+ 
o 


[Boston ELECTION periTion. }——™" 
Ellison adverted to the petition of John Ogie 
Esq. complaing of an undue election °° 
return for the borough of Boston, ye 
county of Lincoln, against Mr. Fydell, a 
present sitting member. He desired a 
the entry on the journals respecting this P* 
tition, might be read; which was - pane 
ingly done. He then desired that oh is 
on the journals in the year 1744, Ps. 
the case of a petitioner who had been i sat 
ed seven days time to give in his qua! sat 
tion, on account of his being bey nd sea to 
the time he was served with note '0 7 
so, which he said was precisely a a dell; 
the present. sitting member, Mr. #y' 
which entry being read, he wy a this 
Mr. Fydell be «allowed seven days a lay be- 
present day, in order to prepare pe of ‘his 
fore the house, a particular accoun” | 
qualification to be ada asa mem! 
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The Speaker entered into a full explana- 
tion of the case. He reminded the house of 
the jealousy with which they were always 
actuated in matters of this nature. Yet he 
was well aware that laudable as that jealou- 
sy was, it would never stand in the way of 
justice and equity when they could be fairly 
attended without prejudice to either party. 
It was determined, by an order of the house, 
that when the qualification of candidates was 
called in question, the particulars of that 
qualification should be produced by him 
within fifteen days after the complaint of 
his wanting it, was made against him. The 
usual notice, it appears, had been sent to 
Mr. Fydell, in the present case, but not 
' complied with ; and the reason adduced for 
; j «his non-compliance was his indispensible ab- 

' sence beyond sea. A precedent, similar to 
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_ the presen: case, occured in the year 1744. 
- lt respected also a naval officer who was ne- 
* cessarily absent on the service of his country; 
. and the house then judged it fit to extend the 
2 time. Should the house be now inclined to 
* grant the same indulgence, they would agree 
¥ to the motion made by the honourable gent. 
a ——Mr. Ellison’s motion was then put and 
“se agreed to. 
1, 
r {Renewep Erection Petitions. ]|—The 
sw Sneaker called the attention of the house to 
ae ithe renewal of petitions respecting contested 
me elections, and intimated that they should be 
or brought forward ia the order of their priori- 
see ty, as they stood Jast session. Those of the 
a hith class were then brought forward ; 
hi among the first of which were the petitions 
* tor Middlesex, Midhurst, and the Borough 
™ of Southwark. 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer then rose 
Mr. to suggest the propriety of deferring the con- 
gle, siderations of these petitions till after the 
and Christmas recess. Should it be the pleasure 
the of the house to adopt that suggestion, it 
the should be his wish to pursue the same plan 
that as that adopted last year, viz. that an order 
pe should be made for a cali of the house, and 
ord- , that two petitions should be ballotted for on 
ntry two days of each werk. The house must be 
re 10 Sensible how inconvenient it might be to en- 
low- force a call of the house at the present mo- 





ment, and under the present circumstances 
of the country. Under that impression he 
had no doubt but that they would see the 
Propriety of postponing the consideration of 
those petitions till the 2d of February, after 
the usual recess. The business which was 
likely to eal together a full attendance would 
most probably be brought forward at that 
Period ; neither would the arrangement be 


Was anxious for, interfere in the Jeast with the 
Vor. IV. 
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time of the usual recess. He should therefore 
move, that the petitions for Middlesex aod 
Midhurst be brought forward on Thursday, 
the 2d of February, and that for the Borough 
of Southwark on the following fuesday, the 
7th of February, These motions were pat 
and agreed to. 


[Appress.}] —The Hon. Cropley Ashley 
brought upthe report of the address propos- 
ed to be carried by the house to the foot of 
the throne, in return for His Majesty's most 
gracious speech delivered yesterday to both 
houses of parliament. ‘The address was read 
a first time, and on the motion that this ad- 
dress be now read a second time, 

Mr. Windham rose and addressed the chai 
as follows: 

Sir; I offer myself to day to your no- 
tice, not with a view of retracting in 
any degree the assent which | gave yes- 
terday in’a former stage of this address, 
but simply for the purpose of marking 
more distinctly the grounds of that assent, 
and obviating a misconstruction which might 
be liable to arise upon it. I wished the 
question to pass unanimously yesterday, for 
the same reasons which make me wish it to 
pass unanimously to day; namely, that no- 
thing may seem to call in question the una- 
nimity of our determination to give to his 
Majesty unbounded support, and to main- 
tain the cause of the country through every 
possible trial, and to the last extremity, I 
should be sorry that any thing’ should ap- 
pear on the face of our debates, which, in 
the mind even of the most rude observer, 
could create a doubt upon that subject. 
But while we are guarding against an ciror 
of this sort, let us take care not to incur one 
ef an opposite tendency; that, namely, 
which would suppose, that unanimity in 
support of the country was unanimity in 
support of the ministers. There may be 
some possibly, who think, as there are many, 
undoubtedly, who wish to have it thought, 
that the greater the dangers.and dithcuitics 
of the country are, by whaever causes 
brought on, the greater must oar acquiess 
ence be in the ministry of the ume bemg, 
and the more complete our forbeaiance ‘af’ 
all that is usually called » ppoation. And if 
by opposition is meant a captious and vexa- 
tious Opposition, an oppo ition on things ef 
doubtful nature or inferior Consequence, an 
opposition for the purpose of impeding mi- 
nisters and making the government citheult 
to them. the opinion is certainly well found. 
ed. What it would he hard to justit; at 
any time, must be wholly unjustifiable an 
circumstances such as those supposed. But 

*Nna 
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if there are persons, who think that of the 
danger here alleged as a reason for sup- 
porting ministers, the ministers themselves 
form the principal part; that the prepara- 
tions of the enemy, however menacing, 
would have little terror, if met with wisdom 
and ability; that the seat of the evil is here 
rather than abroad; that it is the weak- 
ness of the defence, and got the vigour of 
the attack that constitutes the danger ; that 
Buonaparté and his legions, hoavever terti- 
fic, are not half so territic as the little band 
which we see before us on the Treasury 
Bench; if there are persons who hold these 
opmions, to such persons it would be idle 
to say, that, for fear of exposing the weak- 
ness or lessening the authority of ministers, 
they were to stand quiet spectators of what 
was passing, and were neither to attempt 
to prevent the mischief, nor point out the 
source from which they conceived it to pro- 
ceed. Such is the situation in which I feel 
myself lo stand. Thave no wish, and in one 
view certainly have no right, to speak with 
slight or disparagement.of the abilities of 
the hon, gentlemen, Individually consider- 
ed, they are all men of cultivated minds, of 
liberal education, of good natural endow- 
ments, not unread in the history of their 
country, not unpractised in its business, not 
unprovided with those talents and acquire- 
ments which are necessary for the conduct- 
ing of business in this House. Butif I am 
to speak of them collectively, as men form- 
ing the council which is to guide the aff..irs 
of a great empire, which 1s to rule the 
world in a crisis like the present, J must 
say, from whatever causes it arises, that 
they are weakness itself 1 really believe 
the country will perish in their hands, I 
believe the hon. gentlemen will fairly see 
us out; that we shall not outlive their ad- 
ministration; that they will prove, as I be- 
lieve, I once before took the liberty of re- 
marking to them, the Angustuli in whose 
hands the empire will fall. There is an old 
joke which»we may remember, of Cicero’:, 
who when some person had ceased to be 
Consul on the same day on which he had 
been made, observed, that the person in 
question might tell of a prodigy which few 
of his predecessors could boast, for, that the 
sun had never set during his consulate. I 
wish that something equally prodigious may 
not be found in the history of the hon. gen- 


tlemen, and that it may not be to be said of . 


them hereafter, that their administration 
Jasted as long as the country —[t is now 
just two years and a few weeks since I fe't 
myself compelled to say to them in this 
place, and upon something of a similar oc- 
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casion, namely, the first day of the meeting 
of Parliament, “ that they had signed the 
death warrant of their country.”* The 
affairs of the country have been in their 
hands, without interruption, from that day 
to this. And can we venture to say, that 
the gloomy forebodings then expressed have 
made no progress towards their accomplish- 
ment, or that the hon. gentlemen do not 
bid fairer to put the finishing stroke to the 
woik which they were then supposed to 
have begun? With these impressions, it is 
childish to talk of forbearing oppositio:, in 
cases where opposition would otherwise be 
proper, for fear of impeding the exertions 
of the hon. gentlemen, or exciting a belief 
that the country was not safe in  theit 
hands. Were l1 to forbear any opportuni- 
ties of so doing, [ am sure it must be from 
motives far different from those of regard for 
the safety of the country —With respect to 
the address itself, notwithstanding the care 
which has been taken, and properly taken, 
to avoid any occasion of difference, objections 
to it would not be wanting, were this the 
moment for insisting upon them,—'n point 
of taste, I could have wished, that Jess even 
had been aid, than has been, of the con- 
quests in the West Indies, and the impression 
thereby made on the enemy. Wretched, 10° 
deed, must be our view of things, }f, a4 
moment like the present, we can amuse oul 
selves with such objects, and not see, that 
to the contempt in which the enemy 7” 
them compared with the immense Ae 
which he is meditating, we owe, in great on 
sure, the facility with which they have a 
into our hands.— Upon tlfe subject of 
land, [ agree entirely in the remarks _o 
yesterday by an honourable gentleman an 
Fox), that the hope expressed is of 
guine, either for the nature of the aogn 
tor any confidence 10 be reposed 10 ; che 
timony, on which we receive If. 2's 
with him also, in the fears which aan 
stood him to express,—fears very pon 
being allayed by what we have ne respect 
quently,-—that the views ape 8 
ing Ireland, and seeming in some GCS" ” 
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.* The following is the passage ¢ 
ham alludes.—** Sir, I speak in pe 
sincerity, from the bottom of my heart, 
solennito of a death-bed i ee sand), ® 
much ressembling that in which we who. | 
I declare, that my honourable frien 2 erally put 
moment of rashness and weakness, aaah aie 
their hands to this treaty, have ll it a 
warrant to their country They have —— years, but 
under which it may languish for @ is possible fot 
from which I do not conceive ao Registel Vol % 
it ever to recover.” Sce tical 
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be indicated in the speech, were far from 
being of a sort which promised tranquillity 
or safety to that kingdom. But the part 
perhaps of the address most objectionable, 
is that concluding paragraph, which speaks 
of the issue of the present contest. The lan- 
guage there held has too much tendency to 
countenance a notion, than which nothing 
can be more false and foolish, that by the 
issue of the present contest is to be under 
stood only the issue of the invasion ; which 
once past and decided in our favour, all be- 
yond is to be security and glory, We know 
how readily the minds of men out of doors, 
willrun into sucha notion, and we may suspect 
even some of a higher description within 
these walls ; but nothing could be more dis- 
graceful or fatal than that such a notion should 
appear for a moment t» be recognized by the 
house at large. This is all that 1 wish to say 
upon the subject of the present address, ei- 
ther generally or in detail.—- One word more 
only, upon a matter of a different sort, and 
which I am tempted to introduce to day, 
principally because it is the first occasion that 
offers, and because no man can say, in our 
present circumstances, whether the first occa- 
sion may not be the last, nor how soon we 
may be called away, as was observed by an 
honourable gentleman yesterday, to the per- 
formance of duties more active at least, if 
not more important, than those which we 
have to discharge in this house —Ie will 
equally with the other subjects which I have 
touched upon, lead to no debate, nor re- 
quire from the honourable gentlemen op- 
posite to me, even an answer. I am 
come, in common with many other gen- 
tlemen, from a residence of some time in 
my owa country: and upon the result of 
that residence, what I have to declare is, 
that should any great stroke be struck in 
the county of Norfolk, of the sort that has 
been pointed out to the honourable gentle- 
men, and for want of those precautions, 
Whiih have likewise been pointed out to 
them ; I shall, certainly, think, that there 
will be grounds of serious criminal charge 
against the honourable gent., and should 
the case not be such as, by the very magni- 
tude of the evil, to put an end to all proceed- 
ings, to sweep away both accuser and accu- 
ation, , 


‘ To take at once the poet and the song,’ 


I shall probably feel it my duty to stand for- 
Ward as the bringer of that charge.—More 
than this uvon the present occasion need not 
be said, nor could, perhaps, be said with 
Propriety, I had prepared, before I left 
Norfolk, a representation upon the subject, 
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and proposed it to a meeting of gentlemen 
assembled for other county business, wishing 
to have transmiited it to government with the 
advantage of their signatures: but, for rea- 
sons, which they, of course, thought satis- 
factory, which were not explained, as in fact 
no discussion was invited, and which I shall 
not presume to guess at, they declined to join 
in the representation. It was my duty to 
afford them the opportunity ; as I conceive 
it to have been my duty now to mention the 
subject in the way that I have done,--The 
honourable gentlemen will not consider me 
as bringing a charge against them, ar least 
not one of which it is necessary tor them to 
take notice, as it must rest for the present 
solely on the authority of ‘he individual who 
brings it, tnsupported by any proof. Asa 
menace even, the honourable gentlemen 
will be entitled to hold it cheap, if they are 
confident that no blame can be imputed to 
them, but that every thing has been done, 
that can or ought to be done. It isas a me- 
nace, however, that I intend it; as the only 
means which I now possess of compe'ling at- 
tention to objects, which, in my apprehen- 
sion at least, require to be attended to. 
This is all that I have to say upon this point. 
Upon the general topick, I trust I have 
sufficiently «explained inyself, and shall there- 
fore no longer detain the house from voting 
the present address, with that unanimity, 
which, under the explanation now given, I 
shall be happy to see it received, 

The address was then read a second time, 
agreed to, and ordered to be presented to His 
Majesty by the whole house; and those 
members who were of His Majesty’s most 
honourable privy council were ordered hum- 
bly to know His Majesty's pleasure when he 
would be graciously pleased to receive the 
same. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, November 24. 


(Minutes. ]-—This day the Speaker came 
to the house at half past two, according to 
the adjournment of the preceding day. Very 
few members, however, gave their aiten- 
dance, and at twenty minutes past threegwiien 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer arrived, 
there were not above thirty members present. 
The despair of making a house was at this 
time very grest. Atlength, about a quarter 
before four, Mr. Serjeant, who had been 
sent in quest of members, arrived with the 
member necessary to enable the speaker to 
take the chair, several of whom had been 
called out from the drawing room for that 
purpose.— Lord Charles Somerset appeared at 
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e bar, and announced that His Majesty 
having been waited upon to know when it 
would be his pleasure to receive the address 
voted the day before, had appointed that day 
at half past three o'clock —The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for taking into consideration His Majes- 
ty’sspeech from the throne. That part of 
His Majesty's speech which expressed a re- 
liance on his faithful commons for making 
provision for the expenses of the eusuing 
year, being read, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer moved, ‘ that a supply be granted 
to His Majesty ; and that the house should 
to-morrow resolve itself into a committee to 
consider of that motion.” Ordered --The 
house then adjourned, and, preceded by the 


Speaker, went up to St. James’s with the 
address. 





— 


HOUSE. OF COMMONS. 
Friday, November 25th, 


{Minutes ]—As soon as the house met, 
the Speaker stated that he, accompanied by 
several members, waited yesterday on His 
Majesty, to present the address voted by the 
house in reply to His Majesty's speech : to 
which His Majesty was pleased to give the 
following most gracious answer :—* Gentle- 
men, I return you my warmest thanks for 
this dutiful and affectionate address. Such a 
declaration of your sentiments at the present 
moment cannot fail toatford me the highest 
satisfaction. I have the most perfect reliance 
on the continuance of your support and en 
the zealous exertions of my faithful subjects, 
to bring the contest, in which | am engaged, 
to a successful and honourable issue.” 
This answer was ordered to be entered on the 
Journais.—A new writ was ordered for the 
election of a representative to serve in parlia- 
meot for the town of Rye, in the room of 
Lord Hawkesbury, called up to the house 
of peers; and a writ was also ordered for 
the Royal Boroughs of Inverness, etc. in 
the room of Cumming Gordon, esq. who. 
since his election, has accepted the steward- 
ship of the Chiltern Hundreds.—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 
the day, for the House to resolve itself into 
a committee for gran'ing a supply to His 
Majesty, and that so much of His Majesty's 
most gracious speech ds referred to his re- 
liance on his faithful commons for a supply, 
be referred to said committee.—The house 
having resolved itself into the committee, 
Mr. Hobhouse inthe chair, that part of His 

_ Majesty’s speech was read, and the commit- 
tee came to a resolution that a supply be 
granted to His Majesty.—The house was 
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then resumed, and the report of the com- 
mittee of supply ordered to be brought up 
on Monday.—Petitions were preagnted, com- 
plaining of unduereturns for the boroughs of 
Windsor, Weymouth, and Ilchester. The two 
former were ordered to be taken into consi- 
deration upon Thursday the gth of February, 
and the latter upon Tuesday the 14th—Mr. 
Manning presented a petition from the di- 
rectors of the Lendon dock company, pray- 
ing that they might be allowed to raise a 
further sum of 500,000!., in addition to 
the sum of 1,200,0001. already raised. Re- 
ferred to the consideration of a select com. 
mittee, which was appointed.—Mr. Vansit- 
tart moved, that there be laid before the 
house, an account of the net produce of all 
the permanent taxes in the years and quar- 
ters, ending on the 10th of October, 18t2, 
and 1803 respectively. Ordered. 


[WATERFORD ELECTION COMMITTED. ] 
—Mr.C. Dundas, at the bar, reported trom 
the committee appointed to determine the 
inerits of the petitions complaining of an vn- 
due election and return for the city of We- 
terford, that, pursuant to the permission of 
the house, that committee had adjourned from 
Wednesday to this day. That they had met 
consequently at three o'clock, when, fine. 
that Francis William Grant, Esq. did not 
tend, they had set for an hour, and then 
joursed to half past four, directing the cial 
man to report the same to the house— 1's 
report was ordered to be brought up.—-“ 
C. Dundas, as chairman of the committe, 
then moved, that the said F. W. Grant, sq. 
be discharged from further attendance 00 
that committee. In laying the grounds for 
this motion, he hoped the house would ex 
cuse him for stating briefly the circumstances 
of the case. It would be in the recollection 
of the house, that previous to the rome 
commission had been sent to Ireland for 
purpose of taking evidence, which pane. 
sion had been returned with the minute ©” 
the evidence taken before the commisstonet) 
upon a due consideration of which 1 pers 
mittee was to decide the merits of the Pé ; 
tions. It would also be in the recollection © 
the house, that towards the close of ae s 
sion, an application had been made Be 
house, by the consent, and for the a i, 
of all parties, for permission to adjour nr 
further proceedings till the second day | ne 

, ; ‘csion the ho 

present session ; which permissiod mittee 
had thought fit to grant, and the ap soit 
had adjoumed accordingly. This w?s Sa 
upon which any member of the mon 
could not be ignorant, as it must oot doy of 
equally known toall. On the secon® "™ 
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this session the committee had met, with 


the exception of the honourable member, 


© who was the object of the motion, when, on 
» reporting his non-attendance to the house, 
they had obtained permission to.adjourn fur- 
© ther to this day,.in the hope that the hon. 
member would attend in his place, and that 

' they should have the benefit of his advice in 


their proceedings. He, however, had ne- 


| giected to attend, and in consequence the 
chairman thought it his duty, for the fuither- 
ance of justice, and in order that the com- 
| mittee might be enabled to proceed, to sub- 
Pmit the motion he had made to the house, 
“particularly as the provisions of the election 
HJaws authorised a committee, on an Iri-h pe- 
‘tition, to proceed, though it should be re- 
duced to nine members. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer hoped the 


“house would not accede tothe motion, unless 


very cogent reasons should be assigned for 


ithe absence of the hon. member. ‘To dis- 
scharge a member from his attendance on a 


Fcommittee, was an indulgence which the 


thouse never granted but upon very substan- 
tial grounds, and unless some conclusive rea- 
sons should be assigned in the present in- 
Stance, he should feel himsclf under the ne- 
cessity of dissenting from the motion. 
Mr. Charles Grant begged to be- indulged, 


Bwhile he stated in justification of the hon. 


member what he knew of the cause of his 
absence. The hen. member was at present 
on duty with his regiment, which having 
Deen lately raised, required all his care and 
ttention. He had not been aware. of the 
Order of the house which authorised election 
Committees to continue, notwithstanding a 
Prorogation of parliament, and had neglected 
fo attend under an impression that such com- 
Mittees were necessarily dissolved at the end 
of a session. This was a fact which he could 
onfidently state, as he had himself received 
letter some weeks since from the hon, 
ember desiring to be informed on the sub- 
ect, which information he was not at that 
lime competent to give. 
The Speaker observed that there were two 
Uistinct questions for the bouse to consider : 
irst, whether it should be its pleasure, for 
le furtherance of justice, to enable the 
olamittee to proceed, by discharging Mr. 
rant from further attendance ; secondly, 
hat conduct it would be its pleasure to 
‘opt, wish respect to the hon. member who 
h'@ absented himself from his duty. These 
Uestions were wholly distinct, and it would 
for the house to determine in what man- 
€rit should think proper to dispose of them. 
‘ere was acase io point on the journals. 
was the -case of Mr. Booth Grey, who, 
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emoving from town on urgent business pend- 

ing the siting of a committee, of which he 
was a member, wrote a letter to the chair- 
man, stating the circumsiance, and request- 
ing him to communicate the same to the 
house. On the letter being produced, he 
was discharged from farther attendance on 
the committee, but ordered to attend in his 
place on a certain day, and account for his 
absence. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer concurred 
with the sentiments that had fallen from the 
chair. He had no objection to discharge 
the hon. member trom further attendance, 
in order to enable the committze to proceed, 
provided it could not operate tolimit the dis- 
cretion of the house, as to the conduct it 
may think proper to adopt with respect to 
the defaulter. He, however, submitted, 
whether the object of the motion might not 
be attained as well by wording it differently, 
that is, “to enable the committee to pro- 
ceed, notwithstanding the absence of this 
member.” 

Mr. /¥ard concurred in the suggestion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and ob- 
served that the object of the hon. chairman 
would be fully effected by so wording his 
motion, which had been drawn up in the 
other form with an unintentional inaccu- 
racy. 

Mr. Tierney did not think the case of Mr, 
Grey applicable in the present instance. In 
that case Mr. Grey had appeared by letter 
before the house, in the present there was 
no appearance whatever: and he trusted 
that for the regularity of the proceedings of 
the House, they would not suffer such a 
resolution to be placed on their journals, 
without being accompanied by a good and 
sufficient reason for the ground on which 
they had adopted it. 

Mr. Bragge agreed with his hon. friend 
(Mr. Tierney) that such a proeeeding should 
not appear on their journals without some 
document to shew why it had been adopted. 
He submitted to the hon. member (Mr. 
Charles Grant), whether he might not put 
what he had already stated in that form to 
the house, whereby it would be justified in 
agreeing to the consequent preceedings.— 
Mr. C. Grant's statement was then entered 
on the journals, as the ground on which the 
house assented to the following motions : 
Ist. That I, W. Grant, Esq. be discharged 
from farther attendance on the committee. 
2d. That the committee be enabled to pro- 
ceed notwithstanding his absence ; and, 3d. 
That_&. W. Grant, Esq. be ordered to at- 
teng is place on Wednesday tha seventh 


.. day of December next. 
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[Desertron or seamMen.'— Mr. Jarvis 
rose, pursuant to the notice he had given, to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
the desertion and escape of petty officers, 
seamen, and others, from his Majesty's ser- 
vice, by means or under colour of any civil 
or crimina! process. He should detain the 
honse, but a very short time, in stating the 
grounds and principles of the measure he 
proposed to bring forward. There were too 
many convincing proofs, that the processes 
of law had been frequently perverted, for 
the purpose of enabling individuals to escape 
from the naval service, in which they had 
been employed. {[t would not be necessary 
for h'm to trespass on the attention of the 
house, by enumerating the various instances 
of fraudulent arrests for civil actions, or the 
many pretended crimiual charges, under co- 
lour of which, seamen had been removed 
from the authority of their naval officer, and 
then set at large, to the manifest injury of 
his Majesty's service. The measure, he pro- 
posed, would correct this abuse altogether ; 
and he felt great satisfaction in assuring the 
house, that it would not interfere with the 
rights, nor infringe the privileges of any de- 
scription of men. It would leave the sea- 
man, who might be improperly impressed, 
in the same situation as to his habeas corpus, 
in which he now stands; end it would not 
weaken the claim of creditors, nor trench 
upon their jwst and legal rights. It would 
leave thearrested seaman, in the same situa- 
tion precisely, as to service, in which he 
stood before the arrest. as its principal ob- 
ject would be to secure his return to the 
service to which he may have belonged. as 
soon as the action should be satisfied. The 
principal object of the measure he meant to 
introdave, was to make sheriffs responsible 
for the return of such seamen as should be 
arrested under their awhority, to the service, 
instead of being left at large on their release 
from the arrest. It was to be obligatory on 
the sheriff, in such a case, to convey the 
seaman, w thin a reasonable time, and for an 
adequate compensation, to the nearest port, 
and give him up to the port-admiral, or re- 
gulating captain, commanding there. The 
consequence of this regulation would be an 
essential benefit to the seaman, who would 
be conveyed back to his ship free of any ex- 
pense. With regard also to seamen traudu- 
ently arrested, the bill would have a most 
saluiary effect, as it would effectually pre- 
vent any future perversion of the process of 
the law, to cover the desertion of persons 
‘serving in hi, Majesty's navy. These were 
the leading features of his measure, and, he 
trusted, the house would concur with him in 





its expediency. He thercfore should move 
for leave to bring in the bill. Leave was 
given.— Mr. Jarvis then brought up the bill 
which was read a first time, ordered to be 
read a second time on Tuesday next, and to 
be printed. 





pom e 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, November 28. 


[Minures.]—The Speaker took the chair 
at half after three —Col. Hayne then pre. 
senteda petition for leave to bring inaninclo- 
sure bill, which was granted.— Mr. Foster ap- 
peared at the bar from the Exchequer- office, 
with an account of the net produce cf the 
taxes of the current year, ending the 10th of 
October. The account was ordered to lie 
on the table, and a sufficient number of co- 
pies te be printed for the use of the men- 
bers.—Sir C. Bunbury presented a petition 
from the debtors confined in the county gaol 
of Suffolk.—Ordered to lie on the table.— 
Mr. W. Dundas gave notice of his intention 
to bring in a bill to explain the acts relating 
to statute Jabour in Scotland, with respect 
to the construction of which, doubts subsisted. 
He declined mentioning a particular day, 
stating that it was his intention to write to 
the representatives for Scotland, and to ix 
such a day, as would be convenient to them, 
for tue discussion of the subject.—Loid Ca 
tlereagh gave notice of his intention to more 
on Wednesday, for leave to bring in a bill 
relative to the bonding of East-India ser 
—Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report o 
the committee of supply. The resolutioa 
for gMantiag a supply was agreed to mem. co! 
and the committee ordered to sit again 0 
Wednesday.—— Mr. Vansittart moved, that 
there be laid before the house, the following 
estimates, viz.; An estimate of the ordinary 
expenses of the navy for the year 104) 
an estimate of the expense of the half-p2) 
of officers of the navy, and such officers 0 
the royal marines, as served in the last ws 
an estimate of the expense of building 
repairing ships of war, and other ve 
in his majesty’s dock-yards, generally ay 
by the denomination of wear and sa" 
the year 1804; an estimate of the A 
of guards and garrisons, and other oa 
tions of his majesty’s land forces for a 
an estimate of the expense of ordnanc be 
land service, for the year 1804; 4” “— st 
of the expense, incurred for services, no fhe 

: . ate 0 
vided for by Parliament; an estim the yet! 
expenses of transport service, for ma mor 
1804. Ordered.—Mr. Vansittart 4 
ed, that an humble address be prese? wrould 





his Majesty, praying that his Majesty 
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| be graciously pleased to give directions, that 
‘the proper officers should prepare such esti- 
/ mates, and lay them before the house. 
Agreed to.— Petitions relating to the contro- 
Tverted elections, for the following places, 
‘were laid on the table. and appointed for 
| consideration in the following order: — Ayles 
Pbory and Glasgow, February 14; Batdock 
Fand Honiton, February 16; Carrickfergus 
"and Sudbury, February 21; Minehead and 
\Heretord City. February 23; London and 
“Coventry, February 28; Stirling, March 1, 
1804.—Mr. Adams gave notice, that op 
"Wednesday next, he should move to vote 
‘the seamen, deemed necessary for the service 
Hof the year 1604. 


| [{!xcome Tax.J]—Mr. Alderman Combe 
wished to be informed by the Secretary of 
ithe Treasury, whether there was any inten 
'tion to bring in a bill to simplify the act of 
Yast session, relating to this tax. Much dif- 

culty was, at present felt, in making out the 
reiurns; and it was therefore extremely de- 
Psirable, that it should be decidedly stated, 
whether any alteration was to take place in 
the standard by which the return was to be 
Tegulated, and the manner ion which it was 
to be made, as the act now stood. 

Mr. Vansittart said, he had no intimation 
from his majesty’s ministers, that any altera- 
tion was to be made in the act alluded to by 
the worthy Alderman. On the conirary, he 
understood it to be their intentions, that, for 

he present, the returns should be made, ac- 
Cording to the act, as it now stood ; and that 
this should be continued for one year, in 
brder to afford a full and fair trial to the pre- 
Sent system. The whole of its fauits and 
deficiencies, which would then be perfectly 
nderstood, may be then corrected by one 
Dill, which would be much better than to 
roubdle Parliament at present with separate 
bilis on every supposed and ill-conceived dif- 
Acuity or impertection. 
Mr. Alderman Combe expressed himself 
atisfied with the answer given by the ho- 
hourable gentleman. 


[Barracks.] Admiral Berkeley wished 
© know, whether the expense of the bar- 
acks now building, was to be included in the 
stimates just moved for. 

Mr. Vansittart said, the expense of bar- 
acks was not one of those included in the 
Hay which he had moved the house to 
birder, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, November 29. 

(Minutes. Mr. Hurst brought up the 

port of the Committee on the expiring 
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laws. It was ordered to lie on the table, 
and to be printed.— Sir Roéert Buxton moved 
that, there be laid before the house an ac- 
count of the quantity of strong beer, table 
beer, and small beer, brewed in this country 
and liable toduty, irom the ¢th Jan. 1802, to 
the sth Jan 1$03.-Myr.Vansitart suggested 
the propriety of wording the motion mn such 
a way as to enable the othcers to whom the 
order was to be directed, to comply with 
the desire of the hou-e, and with the wishes 
of the hon. baronet, which it would be 
impossible for them to do jf the motion 
remained as it at present stood, as they 
could have cognizance of such beer 
only as actually paid the duty.——The 
motion, amended according to this sug 
gestion, was put and agreed to.——The 
bill for preventing the desertion of petty 
ofheers and seamen was read a second time, 
andorderedtoacommittee ofthe whole hkoule 
on Thursday next-—Mr. Sicele appeared at 
the bar, ana informed the house that his 
Majesty had been waited upon with the 
addres: voted yesierday, for the production 
of certain estimates to the house, and that 
his Majesty had been graciously pleased to 
order the same.—— Mr. Iterney presented a 
petition from the debiors conned in the 
county gaol of Surrey.—It was ordered to 
lie on the table. —— Mr. Adams brought up 
the account of the estimates of the ordinary 
and extracrdinary expenses of the navy for 
year 1°04. Ordered that these estimates 
be taken into consiueration on Friday next. 
——The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
notice, that he would to-morsow move for 
leave to bring in a bill to continue further 
the restriction of specie from the Bank. 
——Mr. Corry gave notice of a similar mo- 
tion wiih respect to the Bank of Ireland, 


[Private Peritions.| ~The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer said, he thought it necessary 
to fix upon some specific day, beyond 
which private petitions would not be re- 
ceived by the house, in order to prevent 
the inconvenience which frequently took 
place in consequence of the too long ‘ex- 
tension of the time generally allowed for 
that purpose. He wished, howcver, to put 
off such limitation to such a day as should 
leave no room for complaints or excuse 
to any person desiring to petition, and he 
at the same time was anxious that it should 
be generally understood that no further 
time would be allowed. This arrangement 
he was urged to propose from a recollec- 
tion of the trouble too often occasioned by 
the great overflow of private business at 
that period of the sessions, when a quantity 
of important public affairs was to be at- 
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tendedio, The right hon. gent. concluded 
with moving, that the 24th of February 
next should be the last day fixed upon for 
the acceptance of private petitions. This 
motion was agreed to. 

[Warerrorp ELection Commit- 
TeEE.|——Mr. Devere//, a member of the 
Waterford Viection Committee, rose to 
move that James Pedley, Esq. one of the 
members of the said committee, be excused 
his attendance on that committee, as his 
presence was necessary elsewhere, on ac- 
cout of the death of a near relation, and 
private business of a very urgent nature. 

The Steaker informed the hon. member 
that the usual mode of proceeding on such 
occasions, was, that the member who mo- 
ved the leave of absence should come for- 
ward to the table, and state in writing the 
grounds upon which he rested his motion, 
That he should verify these grounds upon 
oath, and that then the house would decide 
on the propriety of acceding to the motion, 
—The hen, member having accordingly 
approached the table, and deposed upon 
oath the grounds of his mation, 

The Sfeaker acquainied the house, that 
the grounds of the motion were, that James 
Pedley, Fsq, was called to Jamaica by very 
urgent private affairs. That he had taken 
his passage on board a vessel that was to 
sail from Portsmouth for that island, and 
that he had received a letter intimating to 
him that the ship was ready to sail without 
delay. 

Mr. Deverell, after stating these grounds, 
moved, that James Pedley, Esq. have leave 
of absence from farther attendance on the 
Waterford Committee.—On the question 
being put. 

The Attorney General rose, and observed 
how painful a task it must be to any man 
to Oppose a motion supported on = such 
grounds as those upon which the present 
motion was rested. Bot the house must 
feel how essential it was to pause before a 
precedent of such importance should be 
established. He certainly could not now 
pretend to make up his mind upon the 
question, and should feel it his duty to take 
advice upon the point, before he gave it his 
assent. The learned gent. then proceeded 
to observe that the Waterford Committee 
was already reduced to twelve—that should 

the leave of.absence now solicited, be grant- 
ed, the number would be eleven, within two 
of the number absolutely necessary for pro- 
secuting the business before the committee. 
Thus might a complete suspension of the 
most essential business of the House of Com- 
mons be brought entirely at a stand ; be- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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sides sickness, and other equally embarras. 
sing difficulties, might preclude the attend. 
ance of the remaining members, whig) 
might induce a total suspension of the most 
important and essential proseedings, Under 
that impression, he felt ithis duty to move 
that the debate on the motion be adjourned 
till to-morrow.—The question was put on 
this amendment and agreed to. 


fBarracks.]—Admiral Berkeley, seeing 
the Secretary at War in his place, rose to 
ask a question respecting the mode in which 
the house were to be informed of the ex- 
pense of the barrack department. When 
he had inquired into this matter yesterday, 
an hon. gent. [Mr. Vansittart] had not been 
able to give him an answer which he could 
consider satisfactory. What he desired to 
be informed of was, whether the expense 
of the barrack establishment was mentioned 
in the general estimates to be laid before 
the house. The contracts for the building 
of barracks were enormous, particularly in 
the part of the country (Sussex) where he 
had lately resided. At a time when the 
general expenses of the country were so 
great, it was ef importance to have the 
expense of contracts fully considered. With 
the view of bringing the matter under con- 
sideration, it was. however, previously ne 
cessary that the point to which he hadre- 
ferred should be explained. 

The Secretary at War (Mr. Bragge] could 
not at present give a decided opinion 0 


‘what manner the estimates for the barrack 


department would be brought forward. He 
could mentien, however, generally, that 
was not intended to include them in le 
estimates for the expense of the army. 4% 
to the amount of the contracts, he shal 

only observe that they were formed on gee? 
ciples of as strict economy as government 
could obtain. It was not to be ire 
that, in the present circumstances 0° 
country such works could be — : co 
cheap a rate as in other periods. , ‘ ‘he 
had necessarily increased in price, 4 wt 
difficulty of procuring workmen to or 5 , 
the works with sufficient celerity nav" ai 
enlianced the demands of those who © 

tracted with government. 


—— 
aa 








HOUSE OF LOR‘ S. 
Wednesday, November 30. 


‘ is 
{Minures.] — Their loader “eee 
day pursuant to adjournment.— that his 
Chancellor informed the house, q most 
Majesty had been’ pleased to retor? 
gracious answer to their Lordships 
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vhich was ordered to be entered on the 
journals of the house. It was nearly to the 
same effect as the answer made to the dd- 
cress of the House of Commons. The 
hearing of certain appeal causes were then 
severally ordered for the ensuing week ; 
after which the Lord Cyarcellor informed 
their lordships that he had some maiters of 
conseguence to communicate which respected 
their privileges. Strangers were in course 
ordered to withdraw ; and after a short 
interyal theshouse adjourned. 





or 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, November 30. 


[Mrinutes.]—Colonel Stewart took the 
oaths and his seat.—The Speaker acquainted 
the house, that the petitions complaining of 
undue elections, and the returns to the bo- 
roughs of Hull, Leominster, Shaftesbury, 
and Boston, had not been renewed in the 
present session of Parliament, pursuant to 
the provisions of the 28th of his present 
Majesty : and that he had certified to his 
Majesty's court of exchequer, that the re- 
cognisances in these cases had been forfeit- 
&d.—General Bartlett brought up an enclo- 
sure bill, which was ordered to be read 
a first time.—-—Mr. Manning brought up 
the report of the committee to whom the 
petition of the London Dock Company had 
been referred, and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to allow the said company to 
raise by loan, or otherwise, a sum of 
500,000 1. in addition to their original ca- 
pital of 1,200,000 1:—Sir P. Stephens, in a 
Committee of Supply, moved, that it be the 
opinion of the committee, that 100,000 
seamen, including marines, be. voted for the 
year 1804.——That a sum not exceeding 
2,405,000 1: be granted to his Majesty, for 
wages for these 100,000 men, for thirteen lu- 
nar months, at the rate of 1]. 17s. per man per 
month; that a sum not exceeding 2,470,000. 
be granted for victuals for them for thir- 
teen lunar months, at the rate of Il, 18s, 
per.mah per month ; that a sum not ex- 
ceeding 3,900,0001. be granted for wear 
and tear of ships for that complement of 
men for thirteen lunar months; at the rate 
of 31. per man per month ; that a sum not 
exceeding 325,0001. be granted for ord- 
hance for the sea service, for that comple- 
ment of men for thirteen lunar months, at 
the rate of 5s. per man per quarter.—The 
Tesolutions were all. agreed. to; and the 
house being tesumed, the report was order- 
€d to be received to-morrow.—Mr. Secre- 
tary Yorke gave notice, that he shopld on 
Friday next, move, for -leaye to bring) in 

Vou. IV. 
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two bills, to continue, for a time to be 
limited, two bills of last session, for the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act ; and for 
the suppression of rebellion in Ireland. 
— Mr, Vansittart moved, that there be laid 
before the house the following estimates : 
An estimate of the expense of the hire of 
transportstrom January 7, to December.31, 
1804; An estimate of the expenses of 
prisoners of war, in health, for the same 
period; Anestimate of the money that wilk 
probably be wanted for sick prisoners of war, 
for thirteen lunar months, from January 7, 
1804.—The motions were all agreed to, and 
an address ordered to be presented by such 
members as were of his Majesty's Privy 
Council, that his Majesty would be gra- 
ciously pleased to order the said estimates, to 
be laid before the house. 

[East-Inp1a_ Bonps.] — Lord . Castke 
reach, pursuant to his notice on a formet 
day, rose to submit his motion to the 
heuse, on the subject of the East-India 
Company's bonds. The hotise would be 
aware of the importance of the measure 
he had to propose, inasmuch as the value of 
the East-India Company's capital was ma- 
terially influenced by the circumstances un- 
der which their securities were circulated. in 
the market. The object of the bill she 
meant to bring forward, would be to place 
India bonds, as nearly as possible, on the same 
footing ds Exchequet bills, and the opera. 
tion of it, of course; would extend to two 
points, in which they differed from such 
government securities. The first point re- 
lated to the manner in which the duty 
charged undet the property tax act was Je- 
vied on income, arising from such property, 
which rendered it less desirable to the holder, 
and of course, tended to depreciate its value. 
As the tax was levied ander the provisions 
of that act, the directors were authorised.to 
deduct the shilling in the pound from the 
interest payable on India bonds; so that, 
whatever may be the income of the holder, 
the full amount was in this instance to be 
levied, even though he should not possess 
150]. per annum. Sucha mode of levying the 
tax, operated directly to diminish the. con- 
venience of such property, and consequently 
to depreciate its value. It was, however,,to 
be admitted, that the party had aremedy by 
an application to the commissioners for an 
abatement in every case, where his rate of 
income, or other cireumstences, should.¢n- 
title him to such abatement, But, when it 
was considered how onerous and .¢ 
such application must’ prove to: jndieiiea’s, 
he trusted the house would not-object, 
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lecting thetax, by enabling holders of India 
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Bank be read,” stated, that it was not his 


bonds to include the interest thereof in the | intention to preface the motion he meant to 


general statement of their income. He was 
the more confident of this, as the modifi- 
fication would not interfere to any consider- 
able amount with the income duty. 
gross amount of India bonds, issued by the 
company, did not exceed 80,000 or 90,000). 


submit to the house with many introductory 
observations. There had, on a former occa- 


_ sion, existed considerable objections to the 


The | 


measure for confirming the order of coun- 
cil by which the restriction of the issues of 


| cash from the Bank had been imposed, He 


the duty upon which, would of course be | was himself of opinion, that the measure 


under 50001, and not of sufficient weight with 

the house to induce it to with hold a facility 

to the operations of a great commercial com- 

pany, particularly as the just amount of the 

dut wouid not be eventually affected there- 

by. This was one object of his measure ; 

the other regarded the rate of interest which 

India bonds bear, with reference to the inte- 

rest payable on Exchequer bills. The com- 

pany was by law prohibited from giving 
more than five per cent. on their bonds, 

whereas Exchequer bills bore a rate of in- 
terest per day, which amounted annually to 
51. 6s. Gd. per cent. This circumstance 
rendered the property in India bonds, less 
desirable than other property capable of 
producing a higher rate of interest, and was 
of course injurious to the company ; besides, 
it was material that in time of war the 
bonds of the company should not be ousted 
from the market. Though the rate of inte- 
rest had been limited by law, the noble 
Zord was sure it had never been in the inten- 
tion of the legislature to place India bonds 
under disadvantages, to which no other pub- 
lic securities were liable. He was aware 
that it might be urged, that there ought to 
be some distinction, between the interests of 
the public and that of a commercial body, 
but he was confident the legislature would 
' mot look upon the India company as a body 
wholly mercantile. Their interests were so 
closely interwoven with the interests of the 
public at large, which was to enjoy a parti- 
cipation of their resources, that the public 
could not be a gainer while the company 
was a loser. His object, therefore, was, to 
enable the India company to give an interest 


on their bonds, not exeeeding the rate of | 


interest which exchequer bills may bear at 
any time, in order that they may enjoy 
aheir fair proportion in the market for the 
circulating medium. He did not see any 
necessity to trouble the house further, he 
therefore should move “ for leave to bring 
‘Yn a bill to regulate India bonds, with regard 
to the rate of interest and duty payable 
thereon.”—Leave given, | 
“{Banx Restriction Brix ]—The Chan- 
“ eellor of the Exchequer after moving, “ that 
~ the several aets imposing a restriction on the 
issue OF Cask in the payments made by the 


| was a wise one; and whatever doubts might 
have existed, in the first instance, as to ils 
expediency, had been fully and satisfactorily 
obviated in the discussion which had taken 
place, on the subject's being brought betore 
the house. But though doubts had bern 
| entertained as to the propriety of the mea- 
| sure, during a period of peace, he had ue- 
ver heard its policy questioned during a 
period of war. Under tie impressioa, 
| therefore, that no doubts existed on the sub- 
| ject, he should take it for granted, that no 
objection would be made, in the present 'u- 
stance, to a renewal of the measure. Jt was 
satisfactory to know that the credit of the 
Bank had remained firm and unshaken, dur- 
ing the past experience of the measure, and 
that its sufficiency to make good its ¢a- 
gagements, both was, and is, unaffected 
by even the slightest suspicion. It pe 
highly to the credit of the Bank, too, thet 
it had not availed itself of the dispositions 
| of the act, to issue a quantity of paper pe 
| ceeding the amount of its capital ; oF — 
the discretion, which a measure essential 
to the public welfare, necessarily left fo 4 
own private ends. It was, however, exp" 
dient, that the house should, from time 10 
time, be made acquainted with the — 
of paper in circulation, and he propose " 
move for an account of that which cae 
actually in cirealation at Acc eM TF 
during the ‘last year; but he snout o 
move, “ for leave to bring in a bill, ee 
tinue, for a time to be limited, the Sait 
| tion on the issues of cash by the bank © 
England.” : 
Mr. Jekyll Sir's I-do not rise tooppe® 
the motion of the right hon. gent. sate 
direct his attention, and thet ot the we “- 
to the lamentable state to which the aa 
are reduced by the want of circulating 


' 
| 
' 








. sno 
cie. The shameful practice 4 magna ds 
cash, has been carried to such @ epee 


itch, that it is with great difficulty, of 
cai be procured for the common panto 
Jife. Tam sorry ‘to: observe the prev “sisi 
of this ungenerous feeling a i wail 
which calls tor every possible exe hie autho- 
‘Tam: assured, from the respect chat, if 
rity of a principal. banking-housts |, 
thie practice be not put a stop % 
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will in a short time not be able to procure 

specie for the fractional parts of change. I 

have seen too, in a newspaper of this morn- 

> ing, some resolutions of a respectable cor- 

© poration,* calculated to meet the evil, and 
recommending the acceptance of dollars at 
a certain rate, and of French crowns and 
half crowns, in change. These observa- 
tions | have thrown out, Sir, merely, to 
call the attention of the right hon. gent to 
a grievance, which loudly ca'ls for legisla- 
tive interference. 

The Chancellor of the Excheguer agreed 
with the hon. gent. that the evil of which 
he complained, but too certainly existed ; 
and assured him, that it had been under the 
consideration of his Majesty's government. 
He admitted that the hon. gent. had com- 
mented justly on the baseness of such a 
practice, at such a crisis The remedy, 
however, rested with individuals, who might 
easily correct a practice, that was as incon- 
sistent with public spirit, as it was with the 
duty of a good citizen.—The motion was 
then put, and leave given to bring in the 
bill. After which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved, ‘ that there be laid 
before the house an account of the amount 
of Bank of England notes in circulation 
en the Ist of June, Ist of August, Ist of 
October, and 25th of November, 1863; 
distinguishing the amount of the value of 

B those below 51.” Ordered. 


{[Waterrorp Evecrion ComMITTEE. | 
Mr. Deverell moved the order of the day, 
_ for renewing the debate on the motion for 

excusing Mr, Pedley from his attendance on 
the Waterford cominittee. 

The Speaker said, he conceived it to be 
his duty to state to the house, that affairs 
| of an urgent nature having called the hon. 
' gent. mentioned in the motion, to the island 
of Jamaica, and that the gentleman having 
long since taken his passage, it was moved 
that he obtain leave of absence from the 
Committee on the Waterford election, on 


ee manutinsioiecenianlisecian 






















* The following is the circumstance to which the 
hon. member alluded :-—In consequence of the great 
inconvenience experienced at Portsmouth from the 
Scarcity. of cash, a meeting was held, pursuant to 
advertisement, at the Guildhall of that place, on 
the 22d of November, The mayor presided ; and, 
| after some discussion on the means of alleviating the 

difficulties and inconveniencies so seriously felt at 
Portsmouth and Portsea, for the want of gold and 
ilver for the purposes of trade, it was unanimously 
Tesolved, that dollars should be admitted into tem- 
Porary currency. at 4s, 9d. each, but that no per- 
Son should engage to take more than four in one 


p2yment ; 
at + and French CrOWNS at 33. and half crowns 
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which he was appointed. The question 
being put, 

Mr. Deverell rose. He recapitulated 
what he had said on the preceding evenings 
He stated farther, that the hon. gent. al. 
luded to had spent seventeen or eigliteen 
years in the island of Jamaica, and had only 
lately left it. It was scarcely probable, 
therefore, that a man in such circumstances 
should have left his affairs in such a situation, 
as not again to require his persona] presence, 
The hon. gent. entered further into a mi- 
nute discussion of the observations of the 
Attorney General on the preceding evening, 
and endeavoured to obviate that right hon, 
gentleman's objections. He stated, that it 
would be a very hard case, indeed. if gen- 
tlemen should be excluded from attendance 
on their own private and most interesting 
affairs; affairs in which their happiness and 
personal respectability were deeply impli- 
cated, merely because they had been ap- 
pointed on a committee, the business of 
which might be otherwise executed without 
injury to.the public. He appealed to the 
feelings of the house. Was it a case ta 
which any gent. present would wish to sub- 
mit? He alluded to a precedent, where 
nine out of fifteen had sat and transacted the 
busines of an election committee, whereas. 
even in case of the hon. gentleman's abs 
sence, there would still, according to. the 
Attorney General, be eleven on the Water« 
ford committee. 

The Attorney General rose. It was far, 
he said, from his intention to oppose the 
private interests of any member of that 
house, and in regard to the gentleman ale 
luded to, he would be the last to throw any 
obstruction in hisway. So much was this the 
case indeed, he said, that if the question 
were at this moment put, it would be more 
agreeable to find that the gentleman should 
obtain leave of absence than that he should 
not. To be ‘refused, indeed, in such cir- 
cumstances, he thought would be a very 
hard case; and let it be brought home toe 
the feelings of any gentleman here present, 
he was as sensible as the hon. gent. who 
spoke last, that no one could deny the foree 
of his argoment. The hon. gent, had stated . 
that he had said the whole of the business — 
would be at a stand, should more of the 
members be absent than now were. This 
was not directly the idea he had expressed, 
He had meant to say, that if one, two, or 
three, were permitted to absent them- 
selves upon business, others might claim the 
same privilege, and of course ng reliance 
could be placed upon apy committee ap= 

*O02 ‘pointed 
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pointed by the house; and such really was 
the case in the present instance; three had 
already dropped from the committee in ques- 
tion, and this motion went to authorize the 
absence of a fourth. The right hon. gent. 
concluded by saying, that where the private 
interests of the individual and those of the 
public were put in competition, his own 
private feelings would be too ready to lead 


him to give a preference to the individual | 


interest; but, at the same time, he could not 
conceal his anxiety, that the house should 
not be forward to establish precedents that 
were too likely to be followed, to the injury 
of the public service. With regard to pre- 
cedents, he had taken much pains to search 
for them; and he could find no precedent, 
where a member for private business was 
indulged, but in a temporary absence; in 
which case, the committee was adjourned, 
till it could have the benefit of his attendance. 
Painful as it would be to him, he should, 
therefore, vote against the motion, 

Mr. WW. Dundas rose, and requested that 
the house would pause, before it should de- 
termine in a case of such importance, where 
they had nothing before them, but the gene- 
ral assertion of an individual, to direct their 
judgment. Suppose, he said, 1 wish to go 
to Scotland’ If you establish a precedent of 
this kind, will it not be natural for me to 
plead business, and to direct your attention 
to this very precedent, which you are about 
to create ? 

Mr. Bragge observed, that it must be in 
the recollection of the house, that there was 
no precedent in England that could apply to 
this motion, and as committees for the trial 
of Irish elections were now in this country, 
no arguments could be adduced on the pre- 
sent question, but those of expediency only. 
Jt therefore remained with the house to 
establish or not, as they should think proper, 
a precedent on the present occasion. 

' The Speaker, before he put the question, 
stated to the house, the number of prece- 
dents of absence, granted to members, from 
committees, to be eight; four of which, 
were for total absence, in consequence of the 
death of near relations. Of the other four, 
two'were for privaté business, and but for 


_ two days; and the committees were in both 


cases adjourned, till the expiration of the 
two days.. The remaining two were, first, 
the case of the Okehampton petition; Mr. 
Pelham, one of the members of the commit- 
teé for trying which, was also water-bailiff 
to the court of ‘sewers,'and- had obtairied a 
total’ release from attendance on the com- 

» IN consequence of his presence:being 
essential to the discharge of his other duties, 


* 
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The second, was the case of Shaftesbury, in 
which case, Sir Richard Worsley, who was 
also mayor and returning officer of anothe: 
place, obtained a release from ‘attendence on 
the committee, in consideration of the calls 
of duty in his corporation. The question 
being put by the Speaker, there was a call 
to divide the house, when there appeared for 
the motion 45, and against it 54. The mo- 
tion, of course, was negatived by a majority 
of 9. ? 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, December 1. 


Their lordships met at the usual hour. 
Certain accounts, relative to the bounties 
granted by Queen Anne, were laid on the 
table. The house then went into a com- 
mittee of privileges. Strangers were or- 
dered to withdraw, and soon after an ad- 
journment took place. 





——— - 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, December 1. 


(Mrnutes.]— Mr. Smith informed the 
house, that his Majesty had been waited 
upon with the address of this house, and had 
ordered the proper officers to prepare and 
lay before the house, the several estimates 
accordingly.—Sir P. Stephens presented esti- 
mates of the expense of maintaining pl 
soners of war, sick and in health; also, 24 
estimate of the expense of transport service, 
for the year 1804. These estimates wei 
ordered to lie on the table; and Sir P. Ste 
phens gave notice, that he should move them 
in the committee of supply to-morrow. 
Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of ve 
committee of supply. The resolutions wa" 
agreed to, mem. con. Lord Castlereag 
brought in his bill, for regulating the sat" 
on East-India bonds. The bill was re¢ ® 
first time, and ordered to be read a ag" 
time on Monday, and to be printed * 
Vansittart brought in the bill for continv” > 
the restriction, on payments 1n “sige 
the Bank of England. Read a first rs 
and ordered to be read a second time f 
morrow.—Mr. Hobhouse brought 2 
report of the committee of Expiring sain 
The resolutions were for the contine she 
of the act 39 Geo. III. for ap-eient ota?! 
exportation, and encouraging the “ wd ie 
tion of cotn; the act for regulating alating 
with Malta; the act of last session, of sogtt 
to the drawback on the exportation tion of 





sugar toIreland, ‘The resolutions a 268 
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oned, and referred to a committee of the 
whole house to sit to-morrow.—-The house 
went into a committee on Mir. Jarvis’s bill, 
for preventing the desertion and collusive 
arrests of seamen. Several verbal amend- 
ments were made, the blanks were Alled up, 
and the report ordered to be received to- 
morrow.—Mr. Vansittart moved, that to- 
morrow the house should resolve itself into 
a committee, to consider of ways and means, 
for raising the supply granted to his Ma- 
jesty.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
gave notice, that to-morrow, in the commit- 
tee of ways and means, heshould move, that 
leave be given to bring in a bill to empower 
his majesty to raise five millions, by loan, on 
exchequer bills, for the service of the year 
1804.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
gave notice, that to-morrow, in the com- 
mittee of ways and means, he should move 
the land and malt taxes, for the year 1804.— 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 
that there be laid before the house an ac- 
count of the outstanding exchequer bills, on 
the Ist December, 1802, and 1st December, 
1803, respectively. 

[Stipexpiary Curates Bitx.] — Sir 
William Scott rose to moye for leave to bring 
in a bill to encourage the residence of sti- 
pendiary curates. It would, he said, be in 
the recollection of gentlemen, that a bill had 
been brought forward on this subject last 
year, which had passed that house, but was 
rejected in another place, on account of a 
money provision, which had been annexed 
to it, of such a nature as to be conceived in- 
consistent with the ferms of that place. He 
had the satisfaction to state, that it was not 
now necessary to annex to the bill any such 
provision, as intimation had been given, that 
it was intended to bring forward a separate 
measure, for the purpose of providing, in a 
less objectionable way, for those of that de- 
serving class of men, the stipehdiary curates, 
who should be displaced, by the operation of 
the bill for enforcing the residence of the 
clergy. The bill, which he should propose, 
would, therefore, be the same with that 
which the house had passed in the last ses- 
sion, with the addition of a clause, which 
would facilitate its operation, and the omis- 
sion of the clause, in consequence ot which, 
the former bill Had been rejected in the 
upper house, If leave should be given to 
bring in the bill, his intentién was, that it 
should be read a first’‘and second time, as 
soon as the forms would admit, and then 
Printed and left some time for ‘consideration. 
—Leave bein given, ‘the bill‘ was accord- 
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ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 
It is then to be committed, in order to fill 
up the blanks pro forma, when it is to be 
printed; and after a sufficient interval for 
consideration, to be recommitted for discus- 
sion. 

[Curares RELIEF BILL.]—The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer (who was not in the 
house when Sir William Scott made the 
above motion) said, he understood that a 
motion had just been made, and leave given, 
to bring in a bill similar to that of last ses- 
sion, to encourage the residence of stipen- 
diary curates. It would be in the recollec- 
tion of gentlemen, that in the progress of 
the foruer bill, # motion had been made, for 
the house to go into a comunittee, to consi- 
der of the propriety of making compensation 
to such curates as should be deprived of their 
cures by the bill for enforcing the residence 
of the clergy. The provision, which the 
committee thought it adviseable to make, 
had been incorporated with the bill, and the 
bill had been rejected in the other house as 
informal. Jt was now designed, to bring 
forward a plan, for the relief of these de- 
serving men, in a separate bill. He should 
theretore move, ‘‘ that the house should to- 
morrow, resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole house, to consider of the expe- 
diency of affording a temporary relief to such 
curates as have been or shall be displaced, in 
consequence of the act of last session, for 
enforcing the residence of the clergy.” He 
was authorised to state, that the proposition 
had the consent of his Majesty. 


[ForriricatTion oF LiveRPoor.]—Mr. 
Dent moved for leave to bring up a petition 
from the merchants of Liverpool, praying 
for leave, to bring in a bill, to enable them 
to fortify their harbour and town at their 
own expense.—The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said, the petition was recommended 
by his Majesty, so far as the crown was con- 
cerned. The petition was accordingly 
brought up and read. It stated, that the 





commander in chief, and other general of- 


ficers of that district, had represented the 
harbour and town of Liverpool to be in a’ 
very inadequate state of defence. The mayor, 
bailiffs, and other officers of the corporation,’ 
having, on their part, offered to raise a great 
portion of the necessary fortifications at their’ 
own expense, the merchants wished to ton- 
tribute to carry the plan into full effect, so’ 
that floating batteries may be stationed ‘across’ 
the mouth of the harbour, and by erecting 
batteries oa such points of the coast as were’ 
thought to require fortification. For thjs’ 
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scribed, but the amount of them being in- 
sufficient, it was wished to raise the remain- 
cer of the necessary sum by loan, as a secu- 
rity for which the merchants were willing 
to pledge their ships, and other property. 
It was to enable them to raise this loan, that 
the aid of Parliament was required. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said. that 
though some of the gentiemen near him had 
communicated to him the substance of the 
petition, he was not acquainted with the form 
efit, ill he had heard it read. If he had 
been aware of the words, in Which t was 
expressed, be would not have exercised in 
its favour, the discretion which his Majesty 
had vested in him, to give the approbation 
of the crown where he should think it called 
for. What were the avowed designs of the 
enemy, referred to in the petition ; and what 
the zeal and spirit of the merchants of 11- 
verpool to resist these designs, which he had 
no doubt were as great as those of any other 
class of his majesty’s subjects, were matters, 
into the discussion of which, he was not 
now disposed to enter. There were, how- 
ever, words in the petition, which, if the 
house should crder a bill according to the 
petition, would render that bill objectionabie. 
The petition alluded to works to be raised 
for the defence of the harbour and town of 
Liverpool ; the house would not countenance 
the raising of any works without the express 
order of the King. He gave every credit to 
the zeal and public spirit, from which the 
petition originated. ‘This remark, he was 
ealled upon to make, by his not being aware 
of the particulars of the petiton when he 


gave his Majesty’s consent; a defect which — 


the house itself would correet, and which it 
would allow hita #& supply. He recollected 
an instance of a similar petition in 1798. 
He had not then objected, for he could not 
make any objection ; but his sentiments were 
such as he now stated, andshe was glad to 
find they had the zpprobation of the chair. 
[The Speaker appeared by signs to coincide 
in the sentiment of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer.} It would be for the house to 
decide, whether it would sanction the pre- 
cedent then established. 

Mr. Creevey thought it never had been con- 
ceived by the inhabitants of Liverpool, that 
their town and harbour were particularly in 
want of tortifications. During the last war, 
and all former wars, they looked upon them- 
selves as perfectly secure; but now the com- 
mander in chief of their district (Prince 
William of Gloucester) found out that Li- 
verpool was a very vulnerable place, and very 
much in danger of attack. If, contrary to 
his own judgment and that of many others, 
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such fortifications were necessary, let them 
be defrayed, as they ought to be, by the pob- 
lic; let them not be imposed as a partial 
and heavy burthen on Liverpool itself, but 
let them be erected, at the general expense 
of the nation. It was, besides, an error to 
conceive that the expense would fall on the 
majority of the inhabitants, if the money 
were to be raised in the manner proposed by 
the petition: it would fall on a very. smail 
part of these inhabitants. 

Mr. Dent moved, that the pegition be re. 
ferred to a committee, to consider the matter 
thereof, and to report the same as it should 
appear to them to the house. 

Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer begged 
to be understood, not to pledge himself to 
the measure, by giving his Majesty's consent, 
soefir as his Majesty was concerned. He 
had given it thus qualified, in order not to 
debar the petition from coming before the 
house, 

Mr. Dent said, the measure proposed in 
the petition, had certain'y the sanction of the 
majority of the most respectable merchants 
of Liverpool. The town had already raised 
a considerable sum by subscription. ‘Twenty 
thousand pounds had been raised, but that 
was not sufficient ; it was to supply the de- 
ficien¢y, that the measure stated in the pe- 
tition was resorted to, If assistance was ne- 
cescary, he was sure, though he had no 
pledge, that it would be afforded. It would 
have been highly indecent in the town, when 
informed by so high an authority as its com- 
mander in chief, and the general officers un- 
der him, not to shew the greatest alacrity to 
come forward in the most liberal manner.— 
The petition was referred to a committce, 
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POUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, December 2d. 
(Mrixvtes.]—On the motion of the toa 
of Norfolk, the Zouch peerage was ordered 
to be taken into further consideration on the 
first Tuesday in February.— On the motion 
of Lord Walsingham, the Rous peerage W% 
ordered to be taken into consideration on the 
third Tuesday in the same month. ag 
[ParocuiaL Cuiercy.J}—The Du ee 
Norfolk gave notice, that it was his intent! 
to submit to the consideration of the con 
a bill for preventing the arrest of paroc he 
clergymen, while actually engaged = na 
duties of their respective cures: @ bi it 
their relief, had been introduced in an 
house last session, but had not been es 
tained, on the idea that it was to be estee 
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should avail himself of the opportunity, when 
that bill came to be considered by their lord- 
ships, to introduce one to the effect he had 
mentioned. Adjourned till Monday. 





~— 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, December 2. 


(Mrnutes.]—Mr. Wharton, from the 
Bank of Eng!and, presented at the bar, ‘* an 
account of the number and amount of bank 
notes in circulation on the Ist of June, the 
ist of August, the Ist of October, and the 
25th of November, 1803, distinguishing 
those under £5.” Ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed. —On the motion of 
Sir W. Scott, the stipendiary curates biil 
was read asecond (ime ; committed pro _for- 
ma, the blanks filled up, the report received, 
and the bill as amended, ordered to be taken 
into further consideration on Wednesday next. 
— Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
seamen’s desertion bill, which was agreed to, 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time 
on Monday next.—On the motion of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the bank re- 
striction bill was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to-morrow.—The 
house then resolved itself into a committee 
of ways and means; in which, the Chancel- 
jor of the Exchequer moved the following 
resolutions ; that the duty on malt, mum, 
cyder, and perry, imposed by the 43d of his 
present Majesty, which was to expire on the 
24th of June, 1804, be further coutinuved till 
the 24th of June, 1805; that the 4s. in the 
pound to be raised on all pensions, offices, 
&e. all the 25th of March, 1804, do con- 
tinue to be raised on the same till the 25th 
of March, 1805; that the duties on sugar, 
tobacco, snuff, &c. imposed by the different 
acts of Parliament, do continue to be further 
raised upon the same till the 25th of March, 

1805. These resolutions were severally put 
and agreed to,—The Secretary at War pre- 
sented an estimate of the expence of guards 
and garrisons, which was ordered to lie on 
the table. He then gave notice, that, on 
Friday next, he should submit the army esti- 
Mates to the consideration of the house,— 
Sir Philip Stephens moved the order of the 
day, for the house to resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole house, to consider 
further of a supply to be granted to his Ma- 
Jesty ; which being read, he moved, That 
the several accounts presented, of the ordina- 
ries and extraordinaries of the navy, be re- 
ferred to the said committee. Ordered.— 


The house haying formed itself into a com- 
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mittee of the whole house, Sir Philip moved; 
that asun, not exceeding 2,670,0001. Os. Od. 
be granted to his Majesty tor the ordinaries of 
the navy, including the half-pay of navy 
and marine ofiicers, for 1804. Granted; that 
Q45,520 l. be granted tor building, re-build- 
ing, and repairing ships of war in his Ma- 


| jesty’s dock-yards, over and above the ordi- 


wary wear and tear, for the year 1804. 
Granted.—The chairman was ornlered to re- 
port progress, and to ask leave to sit again.— 
Report ordered to be received to-morrow 
morning.—Sir Philio Stephens gave notice, 
that he should, on Monday, move to reter the 
estimates of the probable expense of trans- 
por.s, prisoners of war, &c. to a committee 
of the whole house.— Mr. Vansittart moved 
the orders of the day, on the report of the 
conunittee on expiring laws, which being 
read, he moved the continuance of all the 
Jast regulations respecting corn, permitting 
the importation, and prohibiting the expor- 
ation of it; renewing also the regulations 
respecting the drawback on the exportation 
of sugars, &c. and renewing also the regula- 
tions respecting various articles that have 
been permitted to be imported without pay- 
ment of duty; renewing likewise all the last 
reyulations respecting the trade, &c. of Malta 
till after peace, &c. which were all agreed 
to.—Mr. Vansittart moved for leave to bring 
in a bill to indemnify such persons in Great- 
Britain as have omitted to qualify themselves 
for offices and employments, and justices of 
the peace who have omitted to deliver in 
their qualifications, officers of boroughs, 
&c. as required by law, &c. Granted. —— 
Mr. Vansittart then moved, That there 
be laid beforg the house, an estimate of the 
charges of barracks in Great-Britaia and 
lreland, from the 25th of December, 1803, 
to the 25th of December, 1804. Ordered. 
—He concluded by moving an address to his 
Majesty, praying that he would be graciously 
pleased to give directions for that purpose. 
Agreed to.—Mr. Corry gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, move for leave to bring 
in a bill for continuing the acts relative to 
the importation of provisions to Ireland, and 
also for continuing the sugar act.—The right 
hon. gent. then observed, that as, the act 
which passed last session, respecting the is- 
sue of what is called in Ireland silver-notes, 
would expire on the Ist of January, 1804, 
and as he thought it necessary to. wait, for 
information, from gentlemen of that country, 
respecting the state of that species of circu- 
lating credit, he should, on Monday, move 
for leave to bring in a bill to suspend, for a 
Jimited time, that prohibitory act, in order 
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to give Parliament an opportunity to receive 
the desired information. 


(Curares RELIEF BILL.]—The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved the order of 


- the day, that the house do now resolve itself 


into a committee, to consider of the most ef- 
fectual and expedient mode of affording a 
temporary relief to curates, who might be 
deprived of their cures, by the operation of 
the clergy residence act, passed last session. 

Sir Robert Buxton expressed his opinion, 
that this was a business which deserved the 
most serious attention of the house. No- 
body, said the honourable baronet, can feel 
more than I do, the inconveniencies to which 
that valuable body of men, the stipendiary 
curates, may for a titne be subjected, if no 
relief can be granted them by the legislature. 
But whilst I look on this side of the ques- 
tion, and admit the expediency of affording 
relief to these men, who must otherwise la- 
bour under considerable difficulties, 1 ought 
not to neglect to glance a little at the other 
side, and observe the circumstances that 
form more than a counter-balance to the 
necessities of the curates, and that is the 
necessities of tle country. In the present 
situation of the country, so burthened with 
taxes, to support the arduous contest in 
which we are engaged, nothing can excuse a 
compliance with an application of this sort, 
but the most absolute necessity. In the pre- 
sent instance, I am by no means satisfied, 
that such a necessity does exist. The clergy, 
who before kept curates, but who are now 
compelled to reside on their livings, may 
very well spare a maintenance for those who 
were in the habit of performing the duty of 
their functions, until another-provision shall 
occur. The clergy are certainly able to af- 
ford this expense, as it is notorious, that the 
value of their livings have of late received 
a very ample increase. These few observa- 
tions, | have thought it my duty to throw 
out at present; at the same time pledging 
myself, that whenever any subject of expen- 
diture, that is not indispensably necessary, 
does come before the house inthe present 
circumstances of the country, I shall uni- 
formly and strenuously object to it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed, that 
nothing could be more commendable than 


_ «the cautious jealousy expressed by the hon. 


»- 


—_—= 


“Baronet, respecting the application of the 


{seg money. He was anxious, however, 
‘that the house should rightly understand the 
‘object of the present motion. It was merely 


“meant to do away an informality which has 
‘crept into a similar bill, brought forward last 


\ ‘Session, even after the commencement of 


-——— 


PARL. DEBATES; Dec. 2.—Curates Relief Bill. 





‘in cireulation; that were issued on 





[1584 


hostilities, and which passed through all its 
stages in that house, without having met 
with one dissentient voice. When the bill 
for enforcing the residence of the clergy, 
was under consideration last session; it was 
generally acknowledged, that its operation 
must press hard upon a certain description 
of curaies, who might be reduced, both 
themselves and their families, to great dis- 
tress, by the passing of that bill. It was not 
then, neither is it now, intended; to make 
full and general compensation to all of tha! 
description, who may be deprived of wieir 
cures; but merely to rescue from the most 
ruinous indigence, many meritorious curates, 
who may be more particularly injured by 
the non-residence bill. He was as sensible 
as any gentleman could be, of the propriety 
of observing a system of rigid economy ; but 
he was as equally satisfied, that the house 
would not wish that any system of that n2- 
ture shouJd stand in the way of the genero- 
sity, he had almost said the justice, whic! 
certain individuals, under certain circun- 
stances, might have to expect at their hands. 
The house would, no doubt, the more incline 
to that opinion, when. they understood thot 
the sum to be proposed, for answering this 
object, was not to exceed 8,0001. and that 
that sum, small as it was, would be under 
the restrictions imposed by a bill which bas 
already received the unanimous approbatioti 
of the house. He had only to repeat, that 
the object of the bill went merely to procure 
a temporary relief for indigent curates, and 
that the amount of that relief was not to ¢ 
ceed §,000]1.—The house having agread t 
the motion, the right hon. gent. moved, 
« that a sum not exceeding 8,000]. be grant: 
ed for the relief of such curates as should 
be deprived of their cures in consequence of 
the bill compelling the residence of the in- 
cumbents.” This motion was agreed (0, 2° 

the resolution immediately reported. 


[Excneaver situs.) —The, Chancel 
of the Exchequer, ina committee of way teaes 
means, drew the attention of the ro 
to the notice which he had given yester "e 
of his intention to move this day, for a4 re 
issue exchequer bills to the amount 0° fst 
million. He stated, that he bad a mrt abt 
tion in mentioning, what he had #0 wm 
the committee would feel a pleasure 19 nt 
ing, that this motion, if agreed fo Yo 
only application that would be ma we of! 
supply, until a very advanced perio b ples 
session. He had also to observe toy 
sure, that all the outstanding bilis 
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of the services of 1803, 4,500,000. of 
which remained to be paid off. If the 
committee acceded to the present motion, 
there would also be an opportunity for the 
issue of new exchequer bills, for which 
there was now a considerable demand. So 
much would consequently be taken from 
the supply of the year; but the whole of 
what he now moved for would be ne- 
cessary for the public service, till the ad- 
vanced period of the session, when the 
whole of the supply was voted. If parti- 
cular information was called for on any of 
these points, he should be ready to give 
every explanation in his power. He con- 
vludéd by moving, “ that the sum of five 
millions be raised by loan on exchequer 
bills, for the service of the year 1804.” 
This metion being agreed to, the house re- 
sumed, and the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow. 


[Suspension oF Haseas Corpus Act 
In [reLanp.J—Mr. Secretary Yorke. I rise, 
Sir, in consequence of a notice which I 
gave a few days ago, for leave to bring in 
tivo bills to continue two acts; the one for 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, and 
the other for the re-enactment of Martial 
Law in Ireland. The house may be as- 
sured, that it is with the sincerest regret 
for the circumstances which render this 
measure necessary, that I now come for- 
ward to perform this painful duty. Iam 
sorry to be obliged to propose any measure 
that may trench upon the liberties of the 
subject, or any of those blessings which 
this country justly values at so high a rate. 
But, Sir, it is the misfortune of the times 
1n which we are destined to live, that we 
are not permitted to enjoy our lives, our 
liberties, or our possessions, without being 
daily called upon to sacrifice some part of 
vur privileges in erder to preserve the re- 
mainder, to sacrifice the best blood of the 
country in support of the contest in which we 
are engaged, and to abridge our liberties an 


| order to preserve the existence of liberty 


self. But this is no more than our ances- 
lors often thought proper to do. There 
exists, however, this lamentable difference, 
tat the periods during which it was neces- 


| Sary to resort to measures of this sort, were 


extremely short with them; but we can 
hever rest in complete security, nor think 
either our privileges or our lives in safety, 
While France, after spreading devastation 
and death over her tributaries on the con- 
tinent, looks with malignant envy on this 
‘4Ppy spot, and longs to extend her fiend- 
like fangs to crush us also, and level us’ 
Vou, IV, 
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with the lowest of her slaves. It will be 
| needless for me to state more particularly 
than I have done, the object of these bills. 
It will be recollected that they passed to- 
wards theconclusion of last session, in conses 
quence of a message from his Majesty, stat- 





ing the insurrection that had broken out in 
the city of Dublin, and the atrocious circum- 
stances with which it was attended. The 
house very properly passed those acts with- 
outany hesitation; when passed, they gave 
confidence to the loyal inhabitants of Ire- 
land, and enabled them to suppress the re- 
belion with celerity. The particular cir- 
cumstances which gave rise to and accom- 
panied that most unhappy transaction, has 
now been developed by the trials of seve- 
ral of the leaders and their adherents, be- 
fore the ordinary courts of judicature, and 
according to the ordinary forms of law. 
The proceedings on these occasions have 
been published, and to them I refer the 
house for information -whereon to found 
their judgment, as to the nature and extent 
of the conspiracy, as well as to the expe- 
diency of the present motion. Exclusive 
of the information contained in these trials, 
his Majesty’s government are in possession 
of other facts, which the house must feel 
it would be highly improper to attempt to 
detail at the present moment, I may, how- 
ever, be permitted to slate, that notwith- 
standing the declaration of one of them 
(Emmett), I have every reason to believe, 
that the leaders of that. insurrection were 
connected with persons residing in France, 
and those persons, traitors, immediately 
connected with the French government, if 
the conspirators were not immediately con- 
nected with it themselves. It is also clear, 
that some of the -traitors who were in 
France, came over to Ireland for the pur- 
pose of exciting rebellion, and that they 
calculated. upon the renewal of hostilities 
between this country and France, and 
chose that moment for exciting rebellion, 
as the most favourable crisis for putting in 
execution their nefarious designs. It is, 
indeed, clear, from all that has come to 
the knowledge of government, that the 
great object of the French government 
was to foster and increase treason and re- 
bellion in Ireland, with a hope of distract. 
ing and dividing the British empire, and 
finally leading to the subversion of the 
country: but the perfidy of the enemy was 
defeated, and his hope was vain. With 
respect to the events of the 23d of July, 
the details are before the public, and it is 
not necessary to enlarge upon them. The 
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horrid tale is known; and, perhaps, in all 
the history of violence, madness, and folly 
which the world ever presented; there 
never existed treason more foul, an in- 
surrection more unprovoked, leaders more 
contemptible, assassination more atrocious, 
or crimes more horrible.— What followed is 
extremely well known : most of the leaders 
have been brought to justice before the 
ordinary tribunals, which these miscreants 
wished to put an end to, and exterminate; 
as evidently appears by their horrible as- 
sassination of one of the brightest ornaments 
of those tribunals. I hope my right hon. friend 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) will short- 
ly have it in command from his Majesty, to 
Jay the situation of the family of the much re- 
spected, and much lamented nobleman to 
whom I have alluded (Kilwarden), before 
the house.—Sir, it becomes my duty to pro- 
pose the continuance of the aets in ques- 
tion, and [| hope that, as far as concerns 
the manner in which these acts have been 
made use of, there will be no objection. 
All the criminals have, notwithstanding 
the powers vested in the Irish government, 
been tried in the ordinary form, except in 
one solitary instance, where a person who 
endeavoured to seduce a soldier from his 
allegiance, was justly and properly tried 
by martial law. Of the necessity for these 
measures no man can entertain a doubt, 
who has taken any trouble to make himself 
acquainted with the state of Ireland, or 
who is at all aware of the views of the 
French government, with whom it has 
been a long favoured plan to attack the 
empire on the side of Ireland. The ene- 
my ts aware that it is only by dividing and 
diverting the strength of this country, that 
she can insure success; for united, the 
British empire single handed, is more than 
a match for all France. Provided parlia- 
ment and government be on their guard, 
there is little reason to fear either foreign 
or domestic enemies. As to the latter, 
indeed, I am persuaded there are few, 
very few now to be found in this country, 
I regret that there are more in Ireland, al- 
though their numbers are greatly dimi- 
nished. But let their numbers be great or 
small, they must be met with firmness and 
resolution. ‘They must be made sensible 
that this house will never com promise with 
traitors, nor suffer them to clothe them- 
selves with the whole armour of the law, 
whilst they are secretly attacking the 
government, and the senate, and all loyal 
subjects, with the concealed 
"Ss assination.-I therefore move, Sir, “ that 
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leave be given to bring in a bill to continue, 
for atime to be limited, the suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus act in Ireland” 

The Hon. C. Hely Hutchinson. —With 
most of the sentiments expressed by the 
right hon. gent. who has just sat down, I 
rive to declare my perfect concurrence; and 
I am happy to feel justified in assuring the 
house, that the conduct of the government 
of Ireland since the insurrection, meets 
with my entire approbation. Their firm- 
ness and humanity; their activity and at- 
tention, entitles them to the utmost praise. 
They have in a great measure pursued that 
line of policy, which the wise and just 
would always recommend to be observed to- 
wards Ireland. ‘Their temper and lenity 
have tended to cultivate the good opinion 
of the people; which was precisely the 
course, which, at the close of the last session 
of parliament, I had entreated should be 
adopted; an exhortation by the bye, which 
seemed to have been much misconceived; 
and for offering which, I became the sub- 
ject of severe and womerited censures, from 
particular quarters: several paragraphs (I 
should be ashamed to suppose from autho- 
rity) were inserted in some of the Dublin 
papers, and also in those of this city, tend- 
ing to deciy the individual who had at- 
tempted to call the attention of parliament 
tu the affairs of Ireland. I was quite un- 
conscious, on that occasion, of having 
given any provocation to the friends of the 
noble earl, at the head of the government 
of that country. Such was not my object j 
as it was, and is, matter of indifference ; 
me, by whom the offices of state are wate 
provided government be well administers: 
in the mode of that administration I am, 80 
far as relates to Ireland, particularly inte 
rested. Connected to her by all the sac 
ties which can bind. an individual to his 


or the 
country, strengthened by a respect 10F ™ 


talents,. a regard for the virtues, own 
warm sympathy in the wishes of its Ge 
bitants: eager as I feel for their We" + 
rejoicing in their prosperity, and rey 
‘ing in their afflictions, I cannot «tired 
cerely Jament the necessity which m! aah 
feel themselves under, for agein- res" “4 
to parliament, for the measures ae Pt 
posed. But, that under the presen sis 
cumstances of that unhappy sce A the 
advisable thus to strengthen the haa “A we 
executive, I cannot entertain 4 dou ae 
I feel the less reluctance inagalo ©P -dinaty 
the Irish government with these ea deta" 
powers, ‘when I reflect upon the | yj. 


tion and lenity. with which they 
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therto been exerted: and having on a for- 
mer occasion expressed my regret, that the 
conciliating conduct, and uniform attentions 
of Lord Hardwicke and his family to the 
people of Ireland, had not been met by that 
co-opera‘ion of legislative exertion, which 
I tor one had anxiously recommended, I 
ca ot but lament, that this my avowed 
Opinion, should have been either totally 
suppressed, or perverted.—I trust, I shall 
not, in the few observations | am about to 
meke, subject myself to the imputation of 
wishing unproperly to obtrude the discussion 
of ihestate of reland. Of misrepresentation 
alone do L feel the least apprehension : on 
a very late occasion, ! had an opportunity 
of adverting to the situation of that country, 
I mean when the motion was under consi- 
deration for an address to his Majesty, but 
1 abstained from any comment upon the 
speech from the throne, not wishing to dis- 
turb the unanimity, or damp the zeal which 
prevaiied in the house ; and because I felt, 
that at such a period, when attacked by the 
most inveterate enemy, and the most ambi- 
tious government, this country ever had to 
encounter, no man of loyalty, or of under- 
standing, should hesitate to declare his re- 
solution, unburthened by conditions and un- 
alloyed by expressions of discontent, to 
Support his Majesty in the prosecution of a 
war, in which, in my humble judgment, 
his empire is necessarily engaged. I was 
sincerely glad to hear from my Sovereign on 
the day to which I have alluded, that rebel- 
lion had been put down in Ireland, and 
that the public tranquillity had suffered no 
farther interruption; and [ sincerely joined 
in the hope, that ** such of his deluded 
Subjects as had swerved from their allegi- 
ance, had been convineed of their error, 
and that upon a comparison of the advan- 
tages they derive under a free constitution, 
with the situation of those countries that 
have fallen under the yoke of the govern- 
ment of France, they will not hesitate to 
Co-operate with his Majesty, in zealously 
resisting every attack which may be made 
Upon the security and independence of the 
united kingdom.” Of this “ fair return to 
loyalty,” L could entertain little doubt, were 
they fully acquainted with the miseries ac- 
cumulated, on the unfortunate nations who 
have been forced to wear the galling chains of 
rs republican despot. But I may be suf- 
ered, [ trust, to hope, that by that passage 
in his Majesty's speech, ministers do not 


~ Mean to hold out an opinion, that because 


~ sit uation of Ireland may be preferable to 
r of those countries, pillaged.and enslaved 
fance, that, therefore, it does not require 
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any improvement. What, I would ask, can 
the minister mean by this comparison ?—Is 
it that because Ireland is less oppressed, less 
persecuted, that, therefore, its inhabitants 
should be compleatly reconciled to the con 
duct of the British government, and tho- 
roughly satisfied with their condition ? Is it 
possible that it can be seriously designed, 
trom a consideration of the difference in dee 
grees of human misery, to decline entering 
into the investigation of the affairs of Ire 
land ? If such be the purport of this insinu- 
ation, it cannot be too strongly condemned. 
Such a mode of reasoning could only be 
justified on the preposterous supposition, that 
nations should be happy and contented, as 
long as they see others more wretched than 
themselves ; and it is something new inthe 
history of this country, to derive an argu- 
ment against any project for ameliorating 
the condition of its people, from a compa- 
rison with the state of other countries, and 
particularly with such as are subjected to ar- 
bitrary government. Would the Irish in 1782 
when demanding in the bold tone of free- 
dom, and the irresistible language of rea- 
son, the establishment of their rights, have 
tamely listened to any objection to their 
claims drawn fiom a reference to the com- 
parative depression and poverty of their 
situation but a few years before >—Would 
the haughty barons of England, who in 
the 13th century so nobly contended for 
that charter which forms the basis of Bri- 
tish liberty, have consented to have with- 
drawn their pretensions, and abandoned 
their claims, had they been reminded, that 
their situation was still preferable to that of 
the barons of France, and of the other 
neighbouring states? No; they would 
have indignantly spurned at those, who 
should have presumed to influence them 
by such a consideration, and have redoubled 
their energies for the altainment of their 
objects. But, to refer to a more modern, 
and a still more glorious epoch of your 
history, would . those illustrious charac- 
ters of 1088. who accomplished the ever 
memorable revolution of that day, which 
at length clearly ascertained the rights, and 
irrevocably established the independence and 
happiness of this realm, would, I ask, an 
artifice so shallow, a comparison so insulte 
ing, have induced them to have been false 
to their country, to themselves, and to you ? 
If the comparison to which I have alluded, 
be urged for the purpose of communicating 
to the people of Ireland, that they have no 
change in their condition to expect, I can- 
not refrain from declaring that [ fear it wilk 
| be productive of the worst comsequences, 
*Pp2 
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and should be inclined to attribute it to the 
extreme of folly or of wickedness.—I do 
tell the right hon. gent. on the treasury 
bench, that he cannot confidently reckon on 
the warm and effectual support of the em- 
pire in this great struggle, unless he be just to 
the people,—It was with no small degree of 
regret, i understood him to have declared, 
‘that he was not aware of the probability 
* under the present circumstances of any 
«* discussion upon the situation of Ireland 
s being attended with any oiher than the 
‘© most dangerous consequences.” If it be 
meant by this observation, that the consider- 
ation of these subjects should be postponed 
till after the conclusion of the war, I assert, 
that such an idea is aa insult to the magna- 
nimity and geod sense of parliament.— 
What | shall it be said that at a time, when 
all the strength which the empire is capable 
of affordiiig may be necessary, that one im- 
ortant part, known to be diseased, shatl 
be left without care or remedy, and sufter- 
ed to go on decaying until, become rotten, 
it be irrecoyerably lost ? Good God! ata 
crisis the most awful, in a contest the most 
tremendous in which this country ever was 
engaged, likely to be terminated only by the 
downfall of one of the contending powers, 
a contest for which we require all the 
strength and power which unanimity only 
can atiord, at such a moment, to hesitate 
in adopting a system of conciliation is 
monstrous!!! Will it be objected that a 
time of war is unseasonable for the discus- 
sion of this important subject : upon what 
ground?—That there are grievances, and 
heavy ones too, under which the greater 
part of theIrish people labour, is not, can- 
not be disputed: this being admitted, it is 
unjust to procrastinate the redress of them 
till the issue of the present contest ; for 
aught we know, to an indefinite ‘period, 
and that too, without any pledge or hope 
that even after the termination of the war, 
the government would be disposed to make 
concessions or afford relief.— As to the po- 
licy of neglecting the state of Ireland during 
the war, I shall say that it becomes highiy 
¢erimjnal, when the right hon. secretary has 
this moment declared that the British Em- 
pire, provided ik were united, might single 
handed, defy the threats with which we are 
now insulted, and that so convinced of this 
was the enemy, that he was lebouring in- 
cessantly to divide us, and to create a party 
in the empire. Could any sironger argo- 
ment than this be advanced by me, or those 
who think with me on the necessity of re- 
pressing the grievances of the Irish peaple 

_ #8 8003 ag possible? I am of the same 
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opinion with the right hon. gent., that Buo- 
naparté and his agents are sowing discord, 
and fomenting the passions of that people 
in order to distract, divide, and weaken our 
forces, as well as to embarrass his Majesty's 
councils.—Tuking this for granted, what 
shadow of objection can be made against 
the introduction and discussion of a measure, 
the object and result of which isto detach 
from the enemy, those on whose assistance 
he may rely. No motive, no reasonable 
cause of discontent ought to be left, on which 
he may attempt to act.—Here again | must 
declare, that no system of government how- 
ever defective, no complaint however found. 
ed, can justify the subject at this hour of 
general danger, when his country, his reli- 
gion, his laws, and liberties are attacked, in 
refusing his cordial support to repel the 
common enemy. —— But, with respect 
to this cant about the time and circum- 
stances proper for a fall enquiry into the 
state of Ireland, I should be glad to know 
when such circumstances are likely to arise 
in the estimation of ministers, for, from 
their condact heretofore, it seems impossible 
to calculate ;. they have been ministers 
during peace, and during war, during Ie 
bellion and after rebellion has been put 
down. They have in fact, been nearly three 
years in power, and have gone through 
every varicty of change and circumstan’’, 
and yet, to them, the time for considering 
the means of improving the condition 0 
Ireland, bas never yet arrived; for by them, 
every season has heen deemed improper loi 
the redress of its grievances, and of course 
under their auspices, the beneficial cone 
ces promised by the advocates of the uniels 
cannot be looked for. On the part of “ 
Irish I complain, that the minister of od 
day urged as a motive for hurrying 0? vee 
measure, that the subject of the er 
of Irelandwould be brought where 1 CO" 
be discussed with temper, liberality, ange 
dom; but, no sooner was it brought to ne 
side of the water, than it was discovered : fot 
it ought not to be brought forward, at s 

the very same reason, namely, that aie 
agitate the country and produce ts 
mischievous consequences —I beg the we 
to understand that the condition of that p a 
ple cannot be ametiorated by one, = alle 
three measures, but by a great and cong 
hensive system, the result ofa 1", 06 the 
view of the whole question ; adapt: anet 
wants, and calculated to havea reat 
operation on the interests of the’ COU” | 
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nisters manifest no inclination to take such 
steps as can alone prevent the recurrence of 
that calamity, against which, these bills are 
intended to guard, namely by sifting the 
state of Ireland to the bottom, by deliber- 
ating upon it, week after week, and session 
after session. —I cannot help indulging an 
ardent hope, from what passed on the first 
day of this session, that this delicate and 
important question, will soon be taken 
up by that great character (Mr. Fox) the 
enlightened champion of the happiness and 
independence of mankind, the benevolence 
ot whose heart is as extensive as the views 
and energies of his mind.—I feel deeply 
impressed by the liberal indulgence: I have 
experienced from the house, on whose pa- 
tience I have too much trespassed, but when 
the affairs of Ireland are agitated, I cannot 
induce myself to remain silent. 

General Lofius.---I rise, Sir, to give my 
most perfect support to the measures intend- 
ed io be brought forward by the right hon. 
Secretary. They are certainly strong mea- 
sures, but they are the only ones that will 
give security to the loyal inhabitants of Ire- 
land. TI have listened with great satisfaction 
to the early part of the speech of the hon. 
gent. who has just sat down (Col. Hutchin- 
son), because I know there is one part of 
Ireland in which the opinion of that hon. 
gent. will have considerable weight. As to 
the question to which the hon. gent. aiter- 
wards alluded, I think that a time of war is 
not the proper period for the discussion of 
it, or of any question tending to interfere 
With the constitution. 1 felt it my duty to 
say thus much, and 1 shail sit down 
With giving my cordial support to the mo- 
tion, 

Mr. Hawthorn.—I shall support the mo- 
tion, Sir, because, from the observations 
which I had an opportunity of making du- 
ring the summer, I am convinced that the 
Measures proposed are necessary for the 
security of the country. It is of consider- 
able consequence to give strength to his 
Majesty's government in Ireland, to enable 
then to meet and put down the efforts of 
treason and rebeliion with vigour and effect. 
flis Majesty, in his gracious speech from 
the throne, has acquainted the house that 
the prineipal actors in the late atrocious in- 
surrection have been brought to justice, and 
tha. the deluded multitude are returoing to 
asense of their duty ; it is, therefore, es- 
sential to give such powers to his govern- 
Ment in that country as will enable them to 
M*intain the tranquillity so happily restored. 

‘ides, the manner in which the Irish go- 


vecnmeat haye used the extraordinary pow- 
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ers given. in the last session, is the best 
security that the same powers will not be 
abused in the presentinstance No gentle- 
man. I am sure, will object to the motion 
of the right hon. Secretary, if he calls to 
mind the manner in which the rebellion was 
conducted up to its breaking out, the cir- 
cumstances of atrocity with which it was 
then carried on, the manner in which it 
was put down, and the effect that the first 
burst of it had om the public mind. The 
conduct of the Irish government has been 
characterised by humanity and mildoess. Its 
great object has been to pass over the cir- 
cumstances of former insurrections, and to 
extend the benefit of the ordinary course of 
justice to the guilty, and that, too, at atime 
when traitors had returned from France, for 
the purpose of exciting rebellion in the 
country. [I am, therefore, of the opinion, 
that the proposed measures are necessary 
for maintaining tranquillity. As to the 
other topic which has been adverted to on 
the first day of the session, as well as on 
the present occasion, | have ever entertain- 
ed but one, and only one opinion, and that 
is, that something should be done ; but I do 
not consider this the proper time for enter- 
ing upon the question. 

Lord Temple said, that he was not une 
willing to give his consent to the motion, 
trusting in the assertion of the right hon, 
gent. (Mr. Yorke), that the necessity ac- 
tually existed for the renewal of an act 
which in its preamble stated “ the spirit of 
rebellion and insurrection to be wow actually 
raging in Ireland.” His hon. friend, (Gen. 
Loftus) had said, that a time of war and of 
danger was not the moment for entering 
into any question affecting the constitution 
of Ireland. He begged leave to recall to the 
memory of his hon, friend, and of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, (he was sure it was une 
necessary to recall it to the memory of his 
noble friend, Lord Castlereagh, opposite te 
him) that during a period of war and a 
moment of danger very nearly equal to that 
which now threatens the country, the House 
of Commons had passed a measure of no less 
importance than the Act of Union. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton could not help 
feeling some surprise, that any doubt could 
exist as to the propriety of the time for 
improving the condition of so important a 
member of the empire. He meant, how- 
ever, to make only a few observations on 
the subject of the motion. To ascertain 
the situation of that part of the empire it 
was scarcely necessary to advert to the 
situation of its capital, in which every in- 


habitant was obliged to place a list of all 
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the inmates of his house on his door. In 
such circumstances there eould scarcely a 
doubt exist of the propriety of making some 
efforts to establish the tranquillity of the 
country upon some solid and permament 
grounds. It had been said that this was 
not the proper time ; but the noble lord 
would ask, what would be a better time? 
Were we now going on well, or was the 
country well? ‘This wasa crisis when the 
exertions of every individual in the empire 
were necessary, for the defence and security 
of the empire. He contended it was the 
most proper time to resort to measures that 
would have the effect of removing every 
source of complaint, and of uniting every 
arm in the common cause. His lordship 
wished to be informed, whether his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers had any specific plan in 
contemplation for that purpose. There 
seemed to be but one sentiment in the house 
with respect to the necessity of uniting heart 
and hand in the present arduous crisis. He, 
therefore, again called upon his Majesty’s 
ministers to deciare, whether they meant 
to bring forward any measure but those 
which had hitherto been pursued in that 
country. From every thing that had come 
to his knowledge on that subject, through 
persons from local information acquainted 
with it, he thought a different system indis- 
pensable, and he thought it the duty of his 
Majesty's ministers to adopt it. If, however, 
they should think proper to abandon the in- 
terests of that part of the united kingdom, 
he was of opinion that, in such a case it 
would be perfectly competent to any indi- 
vidual in the house to bring the question 
before Parliament. 

Mr. Burrows desired to be informed whe- 
ther the notice of the right hon. Secretary, 
comprehended both the bills intended to be 
continued ? 

The Spcaker informed the hon. member, 

_that the motion before the house related 
only to that for allowing the suspension of 
the habeas corpus act, for atime to be 
limited, and that when that should be dis~ 
posed of, the motion on the other would be 
put. | 

Mr. Burrows then rose to state his reason, 
for putting the, question. He was willing 
to give his ready and perfect concurrence to 
the first proposition, but on the other ques- 
tion he was disposed to think that some 
time ought to be allowed before it should 
be carried into effect. This opinion he en- 
tertained not from any concurrence with 
the observations that had been made this 
night, or on a former night, tending to 


shew that the present government of Ire- 
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land was not such as it ought to be, or 
that affairs were not well nor properly ad- 
ministered in that country ; for he was con- 
vinced that no system of government wag 
ever better calculated to conciliate the af. 
fections of the people, than that now pur- 
sued in Ireland. But having said this, he 
trusted no attempt would be made to bring 
forward the other Jaw, at least for some 
time, and particularly as it had not been 
found necessary in the numerous trials which 
had already taken place to resort to its pro- 
visions, or try any of the culprits by martial 
law. He hoped, therefore, that the law 
should not be renewed while Parliament 
should continue sitting, in order that the 
people might be impressed with the idea 
that Parliament, at the same time that it 
entertained a fixed determination to ex- 
terminate rebellion, was willing to respect 
the civil rights of the people. The hon. 
gent. concluded by giving his support to the 
motion. 

Lord Castlereagh rose to offer a few ob- 
servations in reply to the last speaker. He 
was happy to find that the hon. gent. had 
nothing to urge against the character of those 
who were to be invested witn the discre- 
tionary power granted by the bill ow 
tinuing the use of martial Jaw in Irelanc, 
under such circumstances as might ve 
judged expedient. The hon, gent. 
however, contended that such a bill had 
never been passed, except where strong 
proofs of its necessity were produced For 
his own part he would venture to assert, 
and he would defy any gentleman to dis- 
prove his observation, that no measure ~ 
so materially contributed to am 
misehief originating from the rebellion re 
extending itself, as the very measure which 
was now made the ground of objection. 
great body of loyalty had cxisted in — 
during the period that one of the mos - 
tensive and most malignant pehallione ry 
in that country which it was ever the ¥ 
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of a government to encounter. By on 
ertions of this assemblage of loyal su om 


that rebellion had been suppressed, 2° fon 
constitution had been saved from oe J to 
tion, He must, however, be pesmaittes c 
say, that it was not till the ee iced 
question had been adopted, a a 6 
part of the community were able ae 
and to employ their strength. be ot 
till government*was armed with el 
traordinary powers with which the oy 
vested them, that rebellion wa — . 
its strong holds and effectually <o is 
These were the effects of the mo _ 
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and the continuance of the measure at 
ditferent periods since that rebellion, had 
operated consequences no Jess beneficial. 


} She late mad attempt at rebellion, shewed 


how much improved the state of the country 
was, and he had no difficulty in ascribing 
to the operation of the measure which the 
bon. member had objected to, that vast aug- 
mentation of loyalty which had been ob- 
tained during the interval which had taken 
place betwixt the rebellion of 1798 and the 


' Jate attempt of a handful of deluded and 
| desperate individuals. 
| past consequences was the strongest induce- 


ment to renew the measure at the present 
moment. ‘The use that had been made of 
the measure, was a wise reason for again 
Though the government 


was no reason to be apprehensive that they 
The cir- 


these powers, was the means of enabling 


| them to resort only to the civil tribunals of 
| the country. 
| standing the existence of these powers, had 
) been appealed to, and the result had been 
| equally honourable to the laws and to the 
| individuals to whom the extraordinary pow- 


The civil tribunals, notwith- 


ers were delegated. This ought, in his 


Opinion, to operate as an additional induce- 


ment to grant extraordinary powers, when it 
was ascertained that they were not in any 


; instance abused, when discretion was em- 


ployed, not in suspending, but in encou- 


_faging the operation of ordinary tribunals of 
' Justice, 
| legislature wished to act upon, was a_ prin- 


The great principle which a wise 


ciple of precaution. Its object was to pre- 
vent, and not punish crimes after they were 
It might be argued, that there 


Ireland to justify a measure which went to 
the suspension of the ordinary privileges of 


the constitution. The recent attempt at re. 
bellion had sot surely escaped the notice of 


gentlemen, and it could not in fairness be 
pretended that tranquillity could be so soon 
restored as to supersede the necessity of a 
measure, the beneficial effects of which 
had been so signally experienced. By the 
timely interference of the legislature, a great 
deal of detailed misery which had formerly 


afflicted the loyal part of the community, 


had been avoided. For every man who was 
acquainted with the situation of Ireland 
new, that such scenes of detailed misery 
Could not have been prevented unless go- 
Yeroment had been armed with the powers 
adequate to the nature of the circumstances 
‘a which the country was placed. On the 
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principle that it was wise on the first ap- 
pearance of the late rebellion to arm go- 
vernment with these powers, he would con- 
tend that it was equally wise at the present 
moment. It would not be denied, that 
among those deluded individuals who con- 
stituted the remains of the rebellion, every 
effort would be made to interrupt the 
continuance of tranquillity, more particu- 
larly when they were encouraged by the 
expectation of deriving foreign aid from the 
enemy holding out threats of immediate in- 
vasion. It was therefore to these individu- 
als themselves, an act not of severity but of 
mercy, to continue the operation of the 
measure in question. It was necessary by 
vesting government with these extraordinary 
powers, to convince them that perseverance 
in their treasonable designs was hopeless, 
before they could be induced to return to 
the habits of peaceable allegiance. When 
they found that they could net take a single 
step without being watched ; when they 
saw that their pursuits could be blasted in a 
moment ; when they perceived that govern- 
ment possessed the means of instant and 
signal punishment, it might be reasonably 
suppused that they would be induced te 
abandon pursuits evidently leading to in- 
evitable ruin. {It was barely an act of justice 
to make them take up such a view of their 
conduct and situation. ‘The idea of ‘rebel- 
lion ought to be banished from their thoughts 
by shewing them that it was a project al- 
together impracticable. On every consider- 
ation of experience, of policy, of justice, 
and of mercy, he was decidedly for re- 
enacting the bill, He trusted that the hon. 
gent. would not be inclined to persist in his 
opposition, or contend that at least the re- 
enactment of the bill ought to be deferred. 
Nothing appeared to him so likely to encou- 
rage the loyal part of the community, which 
had such powerful claims to support. No- 
thing could so effectually discourage the de- 
signs or extinguish the hopes of the dis- 
affected. It was necessary to let the dis- 
affected see that the government possessed 
the confidence of the legislature, and that 
they would receive whatever support the 
exigencies of affairs required. ‘To refuse to 
invest government with powers which there 
was no danger of seeing in any instance 
employed with harshness, would elate the 
spirits of the deluded victims of rebellion, 
while it would paralyse the exertions and 
augment the fears of those firm and patrioti¢ 
friends of the constitution whom it was the 
duty of Parliament to support by every pos- 
sible extension of liberal provision. The 
noble lord concluded by giying his decided 
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support to the motion.—Leave was granted 
to bring in the bill. It was accordingly 
brought in, read a first time, and ordered 
to be read a second time on Monday. 


[Martrar Law 1n Inevrann.]—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke next moved, for leave to 
bring in a bill to continue, for a time to 
be limited, the bill of last session, for the 
Suppression of Rebellion in Ireland, by 
enabling government to establish martial 
law. On the motion being put from the 
chair, 

Mr. Burrows rose to express his reasons 
for opposing the motion. He begged it to 
be understood that he did not found his 
objections to it from any want of confi- 
dence in those who were to exercise the 
powers to be granted by the bill, On the 
contrary, he had the most entire confidence 
that these powers would in no insiance be 
abused, either by the government of Ire- 
land or the government of this country. 
His objection was founded on constitu- 
tional grounds, He was convinced that it 
must be a principle with every man who 
loved the constitution, never to give his 
assent to a bill conferring such extraordi- 
nary powers, without the most urgent and 
imperious necessity. Acting on this prin- 
ciple, he could not, on the ground of con- 
fidence in government, consent to violate 
the constitution, unless the necessity of 
such violation was clearly established. 
When this bill was formerly passed, a re- 
bellion actually raged in Ireland, and am- 

le documents to prove its necessity were 
laid on the table of the house. At present 
no sort of evidence to prove its necessity 
was brought forward. Had any parlia- 
mentary evidence been adduced? Were 
any facts stated to shew that the re-enact- 
ment of the bill was essential to the main- 
tenance of tranquillity im Ireland? Had 
the house obtained even the bare responsi- 
bility of a minister on the subject? Not 
one of these grounds of the necessity of 
the measure had been brought before the 
house. Independant of all information, 
Members were called on to give their as- 
sent to a measure which contessedly vio- 
lated the free principles of the British con- 
stitution. When any description of sub- 


. jects were to be deprived of a constitu- 


tianal privilege, it was necessary to pro- 
ceed with coolness and deliberation. Even 
while rebellion raged in Ireland he had not 
heard of resortung to martial law, and sus- 
pending all appeal to the civil tribunals, 
without a considerable portion of anxiety 
and alarm. But what he desired the house 
to consider, were the specific grounds on 
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which the introduction of martial law was 
defended. It was on this principle, that 
jurors were over-awed in the discharge of 
their duty, and that witnesses could not 
come forward to give their testimony with- 
out great personal danger. It was because 
the ordinary tribunals of justice were ne- 
cessarily shut up, from the causes which he 
had row stated, that it became necessary 
to have recourse to military decisions. If 
the same circumstances now existed, he 
should, however reluctant to violate the 
constitution, give his assent to the motion, 
No such circumstances did, however, exist 
at this period, Jurors could discharge their 
duty with the utmost safety. Witnesses 
could come forward to give their testimony 
without any apprehension of danger. Per- 
sous guilty of rebellion had been arraigned 
before the ordinary triburials of justice, had 
been convicted on the clearest evidence, 
and had suffered the sentence of the law. 
If the grounds on which martial law was 
formerly resorted to did not exist, it was 
not surely asking too much to require some 
new grounds for re-enacting a bill vesting 
the executive government with extraordl- 
nary and unconstitutional powers. It cer- 
tainly was not too much to ask, that 1! new 
grounds did exist they should be stated. 
To assent to a bill of this kind without any 
grounds was what he never could, under 
any circumstances, do, acting as a repre 
sentative to parliament. If the hon. sec. 
of state was determined to persist 1 
pressing the bill, it was at least fair he 
should not precipitate its progress throug 
the house. It would be fair to allow those 
gentlemen who were mere particulary 
connected with Ireland an opportunity 
offering their sentiments on the subjects 
The number of Irish members now !1 theit 
place was very inconsiderable, and they 
had a right to be consulted before the wc 
stitutional privileges of their ponents 
were suspended or violated. Hs os 
thought it his duty to throw out these a 
observations to the house. Before be « 
down, he begged leave to repeat, a vil 
not oppose the re-enactment of t Be 
from any want of confidence 1n the — 
in which it would be applied by mph" 
He had no doubt that their applicatiol 
the powers with which it vested them ™ pi 
be mild and merciful. His oon pres 
however, founded in respect for ite 
stitution, and the character of the e » vote 
ment, and should not induce om : 
for a bill, of the necessity for whic rf 
slightest evidence had been observ?" 
Mr, Corry rose to make @ t¢W 
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tions inreply. The hon. gent. had said, 


that in all former cases of the passing of 


. 


the martial law bill, rebellion actually 
raged, or tranquillity was very seriously 
9°" bed H } ~rced le ’ t - ft the 
aisturbed,. e begged ieave to se ne 
hon. member right on that head. In the 
year 1801, this very bill had been not only 


onee but twice renewed in the course of 


the same session, though at that time no 
rebellion or appearance of rebellion ex- 
isted from one part of Ireland to another. 
The hon. gent. seemed to be unacquainted 
with the history ef the rebellion. 4H 
not appear to be aware that the mac 
tions of the disaffected were at their origin 
carefully veiled in darkness; that their 
views were gradually disseminated over the 
countiy ; that it was not till their partly was 
fully organized that they broke out inte 
acts of open rebellion. The wisdom of 
parliament had been exerted in a number 
of acts to discover and to disconcert their 
views. Every effort had been employed 
io trace out the different relations and bear- 
ings of the conspiracy. These efforts had, 
however, failed of success. Never tiil 
the act in question was passed were the 
designs of rebellion fully ascertained. Ne- 
ver Gill government was armed wiih these 
extraordinary powers was any thing like 
tranquillity or confidence restored. Though 
individuals continued to suffer ; though acts 
of insurrection and violence were not alio- 
gether destroyed; yet the constitution was 
saved and the sinews of the rebellion were 
annihilated. This effect he ascribed, more 
than to any other cause, to the repeated 
re-enactments of this bill in the course of 
the year 1802 and 1803. The hon. gent. 
however, did not see the necessity of re- 
enacting the bill at the present period. He 
had said, that the grounds of its re-enact- 
nent formerly was the intimidation of ju- 
rors and witnesses in the performance of 
‘neir duty, byt at this moment jurors were 
unmolested; witnesses could give their 
testimony without any dread of the cense- 
quences ; all the ordinary forms of law and 
of justice were observed. He would not 
pretend to deny that this description of the 
‘tate of the country was correct, but he 
Would maintain that the present tranquillity 
of the country was the effect of the very 
bill to which’ the hon. gent. so strongly 
objected, Itwas not unknown to the hon. 
member and the house, that till the bill 
Was passed the system cf intimidation was 
Universally prevalent, and the courts of 
mgr: law were as a matter of necessity 
2? NOLagainst rebels atone, but agaist 
the loyal part of the community, who were 
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making every sacrifice in 


constitution and the existine eovernment 
“1 ¢] i ! . 
It was not tillthe rebels found that they 
, r . ’ ail } . ' 
could not prosecute their schemes with any 


hopes of success, that the strong 

vested in the government rendered 
| 

matter o 


detection and punishment a 


most absolute certainty, that continuance 


7 
‘ 


in rebellion was only another term for de- 
that they thought of abandoning 
wh ; 

heir traitorous projects, that they sat down 


struction, 
t 


in laborious tranquillity, and began to re- 
| turn to the habits of dutiful allegiance. 
state 
: this 
day, his view would be extremely partial and 
To be able to reacon fairly on the 
subject, it behoved him to look at the pro- 
gress and various modifications of the rebel- 
He ought to compare the means used 
to spread disaffection with the means em- 
| ployed to check its diffusion among the lower 
orders. Among these last means, he had the 


member looked to the 
merely as it was at 


It the hon. 


of Ireland, 


limited. 


lion. 


ubiversa! testimony of the best informed per- 
sons in Ireland, that this measure had been 


| one of the greatest and efiicient causes of the 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 








affected. 


return of tranquillity and order, of the pos- 


sibility of continuing the ordinary exercise of 


the form of the common law courts of the 
land. Independent of this measure, the hon. 
gent. would not this day have had it in his 
power to notice the present tranquillity of 
Ireland as an argument against the re-enact- 
ment of the bill. So far from viewing the 
re-enactment of the bill as any act of seve- 
rity to the loyal and well-disposed part of 
the community, he viewed it in the opposite 
light. By all loyal end well-disposed indi- 
viduals, it would be considered as a measure 
not of oppression, but of protection ; not of 
vigour, but of wise precaution, on the part 
of the government. It would dispel their 
apprehensiohs, and give them new energy 
in their opposition to the designs of the dis- 
It would enable them to check 
rebellion at its first opening, and leave to 
them the privilege of appealing for the re- 


dress of injuries to the ordinary tribonals of 
their country. The prociamation of martial 
law, by the exercise of the prerogative ‘was, 
what every friend to the constitution would 
be anxious to avoid, 
necessity of such a measure, that the bill was 


It was to avoid the 


originally introduced, and was now proposed 


to be continued. Without such a bill trai- 


tors might escape mnpunished, and loyai ci- 
tizens might be deprived of their constiiu- 
tional privileges, and dragged before military 


tribunals, 
his hearty support, an 


ounds the bill had 
he hoped it wovid 


On these 


also obtain the support of the house, - [twas 


*Qq 


[1602 


support of the 





“See Pee: 








































ae 
— = 


— 















ery 
y= 


a 






2 


Fame 






— 
> a3 ~ RS 


© 


——-— SS 


a ae. . 


wa. * 6o eb SEE 


oo eee 
yee ere 
ee 


a Tae 3 


1603] 


a bill which, from his knowledge of the pre- 
sent state of Ireland, he had no difficulty in 
pronouncing essential to the continuance of 
tranquillity. 

Mr. John Claudius Beresford begged the 
indulgence of the house, while he made a 
few observations. His hon. friend under 
the gallery, (Mr. Burrows) had urged two 
objections to the re-enactment of the bill, at 
least, without more mature consideration. 
The first objection was, that no facts were 
produced to justify the necessity of the mea- 
sure. ‘The second objection was drawn from 
the thinness of the members particularly con- 
nected with Ireland, and best fitted to give 
information to the house on the subject, 
With regard to the first objection, it was un- 
necessary for him to take up the time or at- 
tention of the house. His right hon. friend 
had fully removed this objection, and he 
heartily agreed with his right hon, friend, 
that it the measure were bot renewed, the 
same system of terror, which had been al- 
luded to, would immediately be renewed in 
allits horrors. With regard to the thinness 
of the attendance of members connected with 
Ireland, he should make one or two remarks. 
Having been very recently in Ireland, and 
having had occasion to ascertain what were 
the sentiments of at beast three-fourths of the 
Irish members resident in that country, as to 
the expediency and necessity of the measure, 
he requested the house, on his veracity, to be 
assured, that they were to a man convinced, 
that the re-enactment of the bill was indis- 
pensably necessary to the preservation of 
tranquillity, and to the protection of all loyal 
subjects. ‘They were so thoroughly con- 


vinced of its necessity, that they expected’ 


the re-enactment of the bill would be one of 
the earliest acts of the session. If they had 
not indulged such an expectation, they 
would, at this moment, have been in their 
places to solicit its re-enactment. ‘This sen- 
timent, of the necessity of the measure, he 
might add, was not confined to members, 
but was entertained by every loyal man in 
every part of the country. He, himself, had 
been the only Irish member, who had ex- 
pressed doubts respecting the loyalty of the 
lower arders, in opposition to the opinion of 
a number of other most respectable indivi- 
duals. He rejoiced to tind, that the opinion 
he entertained of the disloyalty of the lower 
orders was erroneous, and that the spirit of 
disaifection was much less general than he 
had dreaded. At this moment all good men 
of every party were animated with feelings 
of loyalty, and convinced of the necessity of 
defending the country against the common 
‘enemy. Eyery man who possessed only 20]. 
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a year, was now disposed to unite against al! 
foreign and domestic foes. The late insur- 
rection had not a twentieth part of the ex. 
tent of the rebellion of 1798 ; and all classes 
of the people, with an exception of a few of 
the lower orders, were universally disposed 
to assist government against an invading 
enemy.—He was also authorized to state, 
that it was the wish of all sects in that king. 
dom, that no question should be brought 
forward, which might have the effect of agi- 
tating the public mind, at a period, when it 
was so essential, that all descriptions should 
unite in the defence of their common inte: 
rests. — Leave was obtained to bring in the 
bill; which was read a first time, and or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday. 


[IRISH BANK RESTRICTION BILL.]—Mr 
Corry, pursuant to notice, moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to continue, for a time to be 
limited, the restriction on the issues of cash 
by the bank of Ireland. It was unnecessary 
for him to urge any reasons to induce the 
house to agree to his motion. The same 
motives that induced the house to entertain 
the bill with respect to the Bank of England, 
applied to the present case, and as the mes- 
sure, he proposed, was always consequential 
to that which had been introduced within 4 
few days by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
he should content himself barely with mov- 
ing, that leave be given. Leave was given. 
—Mr. Corry then moved, that there be laid 
before the house, aa account of the amount 
of bank of Ireland notes, including bank post 
bills, payable at seven days sight, in circula- 
tion on the first days of January, April, June, 
and September, 1800; ‘also, amount ia ar 
culation on the first days of April, May, and 
June, 1801; also, amount in circulation 0 
the first days of June, August, October, and 
November, 1802, and first of February,! 803 
a!so, amount in circulation on the first oP 
of January, April, August, and September 
1803 ; distinguishing, in this last instar 
the value of those below the value of 4° 
guineas. Ordered. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Saturday; December 3. i 
[Minutes.]Mr.Hobhouse brought up t 


report of the committee upon expiribg yr 
The resolutions were read and agreed 0: we 
bills were ordered to be brought in a 

to them.—Mr. Secretary Yorke ret Ad 
copy ofa proclamation issued by the lor ‘tion 
tenant of Ireland, to prevent distie 
from oats and oatmeal in that country. “f 


dered to be laid on the table. Dr. 
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gave notice, that on Monday he should move 
for leave to bring in a bill to indemnify the 
Jord-lieutenant of Ireland for issuing this 
proclamation ; and also, that he should 
move for the introduction of a clause into 
that bill to enable the lord-lieutenant to im- 
pose such a prohibition, during atime to be 
limited.— Mr. Hobhouse brought up the re- 
port of the committee for considering the 
propriety of affording a temporary relief to 
the Curates displaced by the operation of the 
bill for enforcing the residence of the clergy. 
The resolution for granting £8000 for this 
purpose was agreed to.——Sir Francis Burdett 
presented a petition on behalf of the church- 
wardens and overseers of the poor of the pa- 
rish of St. Pancras, in the county of Middle- 
sex, setting forth that the duties of their 
offices had increased so much that they 
wanted assistants to be appointed in order 
to enable them to do justice to their situa- 
tions, &c. Referred to a select committee. 
—The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
notice, that on Monday he should move, that 
a committee be appointed to investigate the 
joint account between Great-Britain and 
Ireland, as in the last session. — Mr. Hob- 
house brought up the report of the committee 
of supply on certain parts of the naval service 
voted yesterday. ‘The resolutions were read 
and agreed to. — Mr. Corry brought in the 
bill for continuing the restrictson on pay- 
ment in specie by the bank of Ireland, 
Read a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time on Monday.—The bill for con- 
tinuing the restriction on cash payments by 
the bank of England, went through a com- 
mittee. On the motion of Mr. Vansittart, 
the blank was filled up with the words, 
‘ six months after the ratification of a de- 
* finitive treaty of peace.” ‘The report was 
ordered to be received on Monday.—The 
House went into a committee to consider of 
the propriety of renewing, for a further time, 
the liberty granted for bonding Portugal 
Wines, which had expired on the 10th of 
October, Mr, Vansittart, in stating the pro- 
priety of extending this indulgence, stated 
also, that it was thought adviseable to give 
the benefit of it to Spanish wines. A reso- 
lution to this effect was agreed to, and being 
reported, the committee appointed to brivg 
In the bill for the continuation of expiring 
laws was ordered to make provision accor- 
dingly,—Mr. Vansittart brought in the an- 
Nuai bill for indemnifying magistrates and 
others who had neglected to take the ne 
Cessary oaths. The biil was read a fir-t time, 
and ordered to be read a second time on 
Monday. — Mr. Corry gave notice, that he 
Would move in the proper stage to igtroduce 
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a clause into this bill for extending the bene- 
fit of the indemnity to Ireland. 


——— 2 a 
— ——-—s 


,HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 5. 


Their Lordship met at a little after three, 
when the appeal from the court of session 
of Scotland in which Christie and Keay were 
appellants, and Proudfoot, Dean of Guild 
and the Guild Council of the Burgh of 
Perth, respondent, came before them. 
Messrs. Adams and Grant were heard on 
the part of the appellants, and Mr Romilly 
for the respondent. The farther hearing of 
council was deferred until to-morrow. 








———— : = 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, December 5: 


(Mrnvutes.] The bill for inclosing lands 
in the manor and parish of Fulbeck, in 
the county of Lincoln, for making com- 
pensation for the tithes arising within the 
same parish, was read a second time, and 
committed. — Mr. Manning brought in a 
bill to enable the London dock-conipany to 
raise a farther sum af £500,000 for the con- 
struction of wet docks and other works, for 
the greater accommodation of the London 
merchants. Read a first time and ordered 
to be read a second time. —Mr. Grant ace 
quainted the Hovfse that Col F. W Grant, © 
who had been ordered to attend in his place 
on Wednesday next, had arrived in town, and 
would attend in his place to-morrow.—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke presented at the bar, by his 
Majesty's command, a copy of the convention 
between his Britannick Majesty and the King 
of Sweden, signed on the 25th of Jalv 1803. 
Ordered to lie on the table.—Mr. Secre- 
tary Yorke moved the second reading of 
the bill for continuing the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act in Ireland. The bill was 
accordingly read a second tine without giv- 
ing rise ~o any debate, and ordered to be 
commited to-morrow. Mr. Pole presented 
the ordnance estimates for 1804, which were 
ordered to lie on the table, and the hon, 
member gave notice that he would, on Fri- 
day next, in the committee of supply, move 
the consideration of these estimates afier the 
army estimates were disposed of, — The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer moved thata 
committee be appointed to enquire into the 
expenditure of the United Kingaom, from 
the first day of Jan, 1501, and the sums con- 
tributed thereto by Great-B.i ain and Ire- 
land respectively, and report the same with 
their opinion thereupon, to .the House. 
And a committee was appointed accordingly 

*#Qq2 re. : 
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—In a committee of supply the committee 
nai 


-on the motion of Sir Phiiip Stephens, voted 


the following sums; for the transport service, 
for the year 1804, £700,000 ; for prisoners 
of war at home and abroad, £220,000; for 
sick prisoners of war, £40,000 ; the House 
being resumed, the report was presented.— 
Mr. Corry rose to move for leave to bring in 
a bill to suspend the act of last session, pro- 
hibiting the negotiation of smat! notes in Jre- 
Jand. Hewished it to be understood that 
government did not by this means propose 
apy general system or permanent regula- 
tion on the subject. They only proposed 
this as a temporary measure til the Irish 
members hitherto detained at home, by 
their attention to the defence of their own 
shores, could be present, and the question 
could be fully considered, Leave was given 
and the bi!l brought tn and read a first time, 
and ordered’ to be read a second time to- 
morrow, The House having gong into a com- 
mittee on expiring laws, a report was agreed, 
and reported, on which Mr. Corry brovght 
ina bill to suspend certain acts prohibiting 
the exportation from Ireland, of corn, po- 
tatoes and provisions, and to permit their im- 
per:ation for a time to be limited. The 
bill was read a fi.st time, and ordered to be 
read a second time to-morrow —1 he sea- 
men's desertion bill was read a third time 
and passed.— J he malt daty bill was read a 
first time, and ordered fora second reading 
to-morrow.—A bill for continuing and regu- 
Yating the bovisty on sugar exported from lie- 


os 
& 


Jand was read a2 first time and ordered to be 
yead a second time to-morrow.—The pen- 
gion, &c. duty biil was read a first time and 
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow. 
—The curate’s relief bill was read a first 
time and erdered to be read a second time to- 
suotrrow.— Lhe bill to suspend the act prohi- 
biting the negotiation, &c. of. smal! notes in 
Trelarid, was read a first time and ordered to 
be read asecond time to-morraw.—A bill 
for continuing an act Ciscontinuing certain 
bountics on the exportation of sugar, was 
aead a first time and ordered for a second 
Teading to-morrow.—The five millions ex- 
shequer bills bi!l was read a first time.—The 
a@st gncemnity bill was read a first time. 
5fPOATS DISTILLATION BiLL.]—Mr. Corry, 
Pyrsyant to his notice on Saturday, rese to 
ve for leave to b ing in a bill to indem- 
nity the lord lieutenant, and such as had 
cted under the authority of his proclama- 
ion, issued in October, prohibiting the dis- 
tillation of spirits from oats, which had been 
laid before the house by his right hon. friend 
the Chancellor cf the Exchequer. It would 
be necessary for him to state the cause and 
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circumstances of the proclamation, before he 
should submit his motion to the house. The 
prohibition had arisen from a supposed 
failure of the crop of potatoes, in conse quence 
of the extreme drought of the season. Po. 
tatoes constituted the chief support of the 
mass of the people of. tha country, and the 
failure of a crop had the same ettect there as 
the failure of a crop of wheat would have in 
this country, or of a crop of oats in the 
northern part of it. The active vigilance of 
the Irish government, had ascertained that 
there wes a deficiency in the crop of pota- 
toes, In three out of the four provinces of 
Ireland, and therefore, it became the wis- 
dom ot his excellency to provide for the sup- 
ply of this ceficiency, by prohibiting the use 
of cats in distiilauion, This he had dene by 


a proclaination, issved in October, in which’ 


he had exceeded the powers which the law 
allowed him; aud the object of the bill he 
shouid move for, was to indemnity him jor 
having done so. He trusted, the house would 
consider the conduct of the Irish govern- 
ment, on this occasion, rather as deserving 
approbation than censure, for the landabe 
attention it hed manifested in providing for 
the support of the people. He trusted the 
house would not object to the measure, 204 
he proposed, if the house should accede to 
his motion, to introduce into the bil] a clause 
to enable the lord lieutenant, or other chief 
governor of Ireland, to prohibit, for a certain 
time, by proclamation, the distillation ol 
spirits from oats. He was aware of ihe d- 
fect such a measure might have on the Jand- 
ed interest, and the revenue, but he trusied 
there would be no difficulty or objecrien '0 
trusting such a discretionary power 10 the 
lord licutenant, who would have every ! 
ducemept to forbear from the exercise of 1 
He should not trespass further on the house, 
but move, that leave be given to bring o 
bill, &c. and the questicn being put, ave tbe 
proclamation entered as read. 

Mr. Francis did not mean to Opp 
motion, though an-enemy to every 3° 
of power contrary to law; he was aa a 
to approve of it in the present instance, 6 * 
it had been evidenily directed to secu’ 
country from famine. The lord heuter 
he thought, had acted right, ana ar be 
scriptions of power, the one proposed par 
committed to him, by the present mes” | 
was least likely to be abused. He a an 
not be sorry if greater powers were 2 = pn 
if ihe distillation of oats were altogether a 
hibited, tor, he was confident, that at of 
serious mischief was caused by the “a 
that pernicious liquor, whiskey, 50 nih hot 

Mr, Corry took the opportunity of in 
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gentleman's observations, to throw out a re- 
mark, for the purpose of quieting any ap- 

rehensions that might be entertained by 
another body of mev, the distilers, whose 
interests concurred with the interests of the 
revenue. For ‘that purpose, therefore, he 
threw out, by way of notice, that regard 
would be had to their interests, by a regula- 
tion of revenue, 

(Inpra BonDs.]—Lord Castlereagh moved 
the orcer ot the day, for the second reading 
of the biil for reguiating the interest on 
India bonds; on the question being put, 

Mr. Gregor said, he did not mean to op- 
pose the measure ; on the contrary,*he was 
obliged to the noble lord for bringing in any 
bill to amend or rectify the defects of the 
property-tax act. It had been stated from 
authority, that no alteration was to be made 
in that act during the present session; but, 
for his own part, he was of opinion, that it 
was a perfectly impracticable act. By that, 
he meant, that it could not be executed ac- 
cording to its letter; but, if executed at all, 
must be executed according to the arbitrary, 
or discretionary interpretation of the com- 
missioners. He had received letters on the 
subject from two gentlemen of good sense 
and intelligence, who had been appointed 
commissioners; they were of opinion, that 
the act, in its present form, could not be 
®xecuted. He did not mean to enter into 
the detail of all its clauses, and should oniy 
advert toone clause, which directed that the 
commissioners of the land-tax should be the 
commissioners for executing this act. The 
hon. member contended, that in place of a 
board of collection, a board of controu! was 
thus established. He threw out this obser- 
vation merely to call the attention of gentle- 
men to the defects of this act. 

Mr. Vansittart observed, that only one of 
the hon. gentleman's observations applied to 
the question before the house. The hon. 
gent had confessed himself much obliged to 
the noble lord, for bringing in a bill to ex- 
plain any part of the property tax bill. His 
noble friend’g.cerasure, however, went only 
to amend the Mo@eé of collection -in one in- 
Stance, and not to alter any of the provisions 
ofthe act. With regard to the other obser- 
vations of the hon. gent., he felt it would be 
to travel out of the question, to advert to 
them. It would be found, that the act, to 
Which the hon. gent. had alluded, though 
Pcthaps containing some difficulty or obscu- 
rity, was, on the whole, more perspicuous 
than gentlemen were disposed to adimit. 


[IkIsH MARTIAL LAW BILL.]—Mr. Se- 
crétary Yorke moyed the order of the day, 


5.—Trish Martial Law Bill, 
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for the second reading of the Irish martial 
law bill. On ‘he question being put, that 
the bill be read a second time, 

Mr. William Elliot rose, and spoke as 
follows: --Sir; the observations, which I ana 
about io etter, will be comprised within a 
very narrow compass. Indeed, I should not 
have intruded myself at all upon the patience 
ot the house, i I could, compatibly with the 
view | entertain of my duty towards the 
country, to which this bill immediately re- 
lates, have permitted a measure of such mo- 
meot fo pass tn a silence, that might have 
the appearance of a listless indifference. 
The aftairs of Ireland must be universally 
admitted to merit the serious attention and 
earnest solicitude of every member of Parlia- 
ment; but there are several among us, who 
are under more pecutiar and indispensable 
obligations to watch over its concerns, I 
mean, Sir, those who gave their votes for the 
legislative union of the two countries. It 
does especiaily behove such of us as were in- 
strumental in the extinction of the local par- 
liament of Ireland, to shew to the people of 
that country, so far at least as may depend 
upon our individual exertions, that we have 
substituted in iis place a legislature ade- 
quate, not only in means, but in zeal, dili- 
gence, and constancy, for the discharge of the 
trust confided to it, The local Parliament, 
Sir, had indisputably one eminent advantage. 
Being, from the very circumstance of its lo- 
cality, more inumately mixed with the trans- 
actions of the country, it had a shorter and 
more easy access to information in respect to 
its internal state than a more remote legisla- 
ture can possess. ‘This inconvenience attach- 
ed to the united Parliament, the friends of 
the union believed, would be far over-ba- 


_lanced by the numerous and solid benefits 


likely to accrue from that measure; but no 
one can contend, that it is not an additional 
call on this Parliament, for its most active 
vigilance and assiduous application with re- 
gard to the interests of Leland. The inqui- 
sitorial power of Pailiament, Sir, is the very 
vital principle of al! its privileges and funce 
tions, and J trust this authority will ever be 
exercised fairly, faithfully, and impartially, 
throughout every part of the united king- 
dom. Before we frame laws for Ireland, 
it is incumbent on us to have before us, an 
accurate state of the country for which we 
are about to legislate. Under these impres- 
sions, Sir, | come to the matter before us, 
which every one must feel to be of the most 
grave and critical importance, It is a de- 
mand upon us, for continuing to the execu- 


tive government of Ireland, the power of de- gu, 


priving, at its discretion, a very lerge de 
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scription of our fellow subjects of those 
rights of liberties, to which, by the ordinary 
principles of the constitution, they are en- 
titled. The measure, Sir, has certainly been 
often adopted. That it has been too fre- 
quently necessary, and that in many in- 
stances even the preservation of the country 
has been attributable to it, is a position [ 
shall be the last man in this house to de- 
ny, and should be at variance with all my 
past conduct, if I were disposed to dispute it. 
But I should feel myself acting in direct con- 
tradiction to the motives, which have on for- 
mer occasions impelled me to vote for the 
measure, if I were not to expect such par- 
jiamentary information as might enable 
every gentleman to form a clear and satis- 
factory judgment in respect to its present 
necessity. I was a member, Sir, in the 
Irish parliament, at the period in which the 
first martial law bill was introduced, and 
if I am inaccurate in my recollection of the 
grounds upon which it was originally found- 
ed, Jam in the presence of several gentle- 
men, wilo are well able to correct me. On 
the commencement of the rebellion in the 
year 1798, the lord lieutenant, with the ad- 
vice of the privy council, issued orders 
(notified by proclamation) to the officers 
commanding his Majesty’s forces to employ 
the troopsunder their command with the ut- 
most vigour and decision for the suppression 
of the rebellion; the rebellion, however, ex- 
tending itself, insomuch that several very 
daring attacks and outrages were committed 
both on the troops and on the persons and 
properties of many loyal persons, the lord 
lieutenant, by the advice of the privy 
council, directed all the general officers 
commanding his Majesty’s forces, to punish 
all rebellious offenders according to martial 
law. This order was likewise notified by 
a proclamation, which, together with the 
former order and proclamation, was com- 
municated to parliament; and the houses 
of lords and commons by their addresses, 
expressed their entire approbation of those 
Ieasures, with assurances to his excel- 
lency of their cordial support. Never- 
theless the rebellion continued so late as 
the year 1799 in several parts of the coun- 
try, and the ordinary course of justice and 
of the common law was in many places in- 
terrupted, in consequence of which the 
martial Jaw bill'was enacted, All these 
particulars, Sir, are set forth in the pre- 
amble to that act, which will be found 
among the Irish statutes now-before you; 
and I cannot omit to remark that, when 
the bill was intreduced, there were on the 
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table of the Irish house of commons two 
reports of two secret committees, which 
contained a very minute and detailed his. 
tory both of the system and extent of the 
treason connected with the rebellion, and 
the last of the reports had been presented 
so late as the end of the preceding session, 
In the year 1800 the law was revived, but 
in fact it was to be considered as a conti- 
nuance of the former act passed upon the 
grounds I have stated ; and it is to be ob- 
served too, that at the opening of the ses- 
sion the lord lieutenant had stated in his 
speech from the throne, that, though pub- 
lic tranquillity had been in a great mea- 
sure restored, there still continued in seve- 
ral districts a disposition to outrage and 
conspiracy. In the year 1801 the act of 
the former year was, about the period of 
the King’s recovery, continued for a very 
short time, by the united parliament, with- 
out an enquiry; and it was in the course 
of the same session renewed a second time; 
but upon what preceeding did the house 
then adopt the measure? On a report 
from a secret committee actually recom- 
mending it.—And you, Sir, then chief se 
cretary to the lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
brought in the bill upon that specitic 
ground. Now, Sir, let me ask, whetaer 
the house possesses such information in the 
present instance, as that to which boih te 
Irish and the united parliament were 
thought entitled, when on former occasions 
they have passed this measure * From the 
introduction of the jaw, which this bill 1s 
intended to continue, to this moment We 
only know that there was a rebellious 10- 
surrection in Dublin, on the 23d of July 
last, in which Lord Kilwarden and . 
nephew were murdered. The extent © 
the conspiracy, whether there were - 
correspondent movements in the pears 
South of Ireland, whether any papers “ ” 
found developping the object of the “— 
son, are points of which parliament 
been kept in a state of the most — 
and humiliating ignorance. | W aoe 
message communicating the insurreci 
was delivered I was absent from tow? t 
-I have on a former occasion declare¢, that, 
if I had been in the house, [ should have 
. isting law, partly 
given my vote for the existing i 3 
on a temporary and coerced confi hate 
the assertions of his Majesty s ceed 
that prompt and vigorous measures re 
absolutely necessary, and partly jetter% 
intelligence contained in private “sen 
hich several of my acquaintance ! “0 
n had received. But, Sir, I pt 
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should have voted for it under a clear 
conviction that his Majesty’s ministers 
would, so soon as they could have ar- 
ranged and digested it, laid before Par- 
liament a farther detailed communication 
not only in respect to the conspiracy 
but to the general state of the coun- 
try, and on this ground gave my most cor- 
dial and zealous support to a motion, which 
was made at the close of the last session for 
procuring such information, The Parliament 
however was prorogued without one ray of 
light on the situation of Ireland, and in this 
state of darkness we are now called upon to 
continue these extraordinary powers to the 
Irish government. Sir, I do for one declare 
with the most genuine sincerity, that in the 
present dearth of our information, I do not 
feel able to forma decisive judgment upon 
this question, for it is impossible even to 
estimate the real magnitude of the late con- 
sjiracy, which seems always to expand or 
contract in conformity to the views of those 
who describe it. I am therefore not prepared 
to negative the bill, but I must express my 
hope that the progress of it will be sus- 
pended until some parliamentary ground 
is laid for its necessity. Ireland may be in 
such a state as to render the measure abso- 
lutely requisite, but surely, Sir, it 3s not 
too much to ask for some document, some 
evidence, some information on the subject. 
It may be saidthat this bill is only the contin- 
uance of an existing law, and that in one 
or two instances the martial law bill has 
been renewed without any previous speci- 
fic communication from government; but, 
Sir, the present proposition is for the con- 
tinuance of an act, which passed, as it were, 
by acclamation, in the exigency of the mo- 
ment, and which itself, as | contend, stands, 
in a constitutional view, upon a defective 
title. It will probably be alleged too that 
we ought to vote this measure upon con- 
fidence in his Majesty's ministers, who will 
be responsible for the execution of it. Now, 
Sir, I aver itis a case, in which there is no 
pretence for confidence. On a subject of 
such magnitude and importance I cannot 
consent to act on the principle of implicit 
faith in any government. Much informa- 
tion may clearly be given to us, which cam 
be divulged without a possibility of detri- 
ment to the state, and that class of intel- 
ligence, which may require more caution 
aud reserve in the communication of it, may 
be afforded to us through the medium of a 
secret committee, No injury can result 
from the delay as the existing law will not 
€xpire for some weeks. But perhaps, his 
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Majesty's ministers may tell me that they 
cannot argue with me on the point of con- 
fidence, as I profess a general want of con- 
fidence in them; and concur with those 
who think them incompetent to the trust 
they have assumed. But such, Sir, is the 
whimsical dilemma in which ministers have 
placed themselves, that 1 defy any man, who 
gives implicit faith to the scanty information 
they have furnished to us, to vote for this 
measure. [ relied upon the little intelli- 
gence they have afforded us, [ must, en 
the plain principles of common sense and 
justice, meet this bill with my unqualified 
negative. ‘Lheonly par/iamentary informa- 
tion before the house in respect to the state 
of Ireland is contained in the King’s speech, 
for the trials, to which we have been refer- 
red, do not come within the description of 
parliameatary documents. Now, Sir, in 
the King’s speech the conspiracy is alluded 
toas a past event. We are told ‘* that the 
** public tranquillity has experienced no for- 
“ ther interruption, and that a hope is indu!- 
ged, that such of his Majesty's deluded sub- 
jects as have swerved from their allegiance 
are now convinced of their error; and 
that having compared the advantages they 
derive from the protection of a free con- 
stitution, with the condition of those 
countries which are under the domi- 
nion of the French government, they 
will cordially and zealously concur in 
resisting any attempt that may be made 
against the security and independence of 
* the united kingdom.” We have gene- 
rally, Sir, been accustomed to hear the ad- 
vaniages of the British constitution de. 
scribed as positive benefits, and I cannot 
help remarking, that this is the first in- 
stance within my recollection, in which 
they have been in a state paper excm- 
plified by a mere comparison with the mi- 
series of surrounding nations. Butto proceed, 
Sir, the only other source of infarmation is 
the report of the proceedings of the special 
commission in Dublin for the trial of the 
conspirators. This, however, I must again 
deny to be a parliameotary document ; but 
I have recourse -to it, partly for want of 
other intelligence, and parily because I an- 
derstand his Majesty’s ministers have in a 
former discussion on this subject recom- 
mended us to resort toit, In making this 
reference, I naturally look to the opinion of 
the first law-officer of the crown, who must 
be supposed to have the best means of infor- 
mation, and [ shall therefore take the li- 
berty of reading to the house two or three 
passages from different parts of the speech 


«¢ 
«6 
“ce 
« 
74 
74 
ce 
6 
6s 
sé 
74 














1615] PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 2—Jrish Martial Law Bill. 1616 


of the attorney general to the jury, on the 

first trial that took place wider the special 

commission, from which gentlemen will be 

able to collect his sentiments, both with re- 

spect to the general state : f the country, and 

to the magnitude of the late eonspiracy. — 

Speaking of the disastrous transactions of the 

23d of July, hesays: * Certainly it is mat- 

“ ter of some consolation to sxow, that the 
«« conspiracy which broke ont into open 

‘‘ insurrection on the 23d of July last, was 
« confined within much narrower limiis than 

“ the promoters of it are willing to inculcate. 

‘« Whether we consider the ‘xumbers who 
« have embarked in the enterprise, their 

“ quealth or their character,it will avpear con- 

“© gemplible in the extreme. So far as it had 

** for its odious object the subversion of the 
“ government and constitution of this coun- 
«try, it was absurd and romantick, it was 
*¢ adie, and visionary even in the opinion of 
“ many of those who embraced it."——Again, 

‘ notwithstanding the horrors of that night 
«© (23d July) which no man can regret more 
“«‘ than I do, yet I think they furnish some 
« ground for reflection, that the people, who 
<< bad been worked into arms from one end of 
the country to the other in 1798, could not 
“ be roused beyond the assemblage of a DEs- 
‘ peRAT#2 MOB, as contemplible in number 
“ as it was atrocious in disfosition. Afier 
avowing their object to be to overset the 
“* government of the country, and to break 
** the connexion with England, they state 
«© that 19 counties will come forward with 
“ promptitade to effect it. But five weeks 
“* have since elapsed, and not one single 
“ county has come forward at their call. 
“ Tue CONSPIRACY SEEMS ALMOST END- 
‘gD WHERE IT BEGAN.” And in an- 
other passage the learned gentleman ob- 
serves, “though from the abandoned pro- 
“ fligacy of those who were employed in 
‘ the execution of it (the conspiracy), we 
‘* have to lament many private calamities 
** and disgusting horrors; yet perhaps they 
“ should be considered as the visitations of 
“* Providence to confound the devices of our 
“ enemies, and to rouse the loyal energies of 
* the ration.” ‘This last remark, however, 
does not, I confess, appear to be quite con- 
sistent with the learned gentleman's general 
impression of the improved disposition of the 
country, for we cannot entertain a very fa- 
vourabie idea of the meliorated temper of a 
people, who require the massacre of a chief 
magistrateand the loss of several lives, in or- 
der to rouse their loyal energies. But, Sir, 
I believe [shall be allowed accurately to sum 
up the information we have received, by 
Stating the amount to be, that the late con- 
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spiracy was contemptible both in numbers 
and character, and seems almost to have 
ended where it began, that there has been 
no further interruption of the public tran- 
quillity, and that the hope is indulged that 
the deluded are now convinced of their er- 
ror, and that they will cordially and zealously 
concur in the defence of the kingdom against 
the common enemy. And what is the infe. 
rence, which his Majesty’s mlnisters re- 
quire us to draw from this statement? The 
continuance of the martial law bill! ! Now, 
Sir, I ask whether such a conclusion from 
such premises would be reconcilable to any 
principle of common reason and equity? | 
have not had an opportunity of looking into 
the preamble of this bill , but I should 
imagine that the drawing of it must have 
exposed the reasoning faculties of the crown 
lawyers (and no one can rate their talents 
higher than I do) to great embarrassment. 
If it fully describes the parliamentary ground 
of the measure it must, I apprehend, run 
thus. “ Whereas the late contemptible and 
insignificant conspiracy iu the city of Dubliy, 
was so speedily and effectually suppressed, 
that it seems almost to have ended where it 
began, and whereas the public tranquility has 
experienced ne further interruption, aud 
there is reason to indulge the hope, that the 
deluded are convinced of their error, and 
that they will cordialiy aad zealously concut 
in resisung any atrempt that may be made 
against the security and independance of 3 
united kingdom; be it enacted, that or 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland be invested with 
the power of declaring martial law, &c. XC. 
Now, Sir, this [ apprehend, will not oF 
thought sound logic, and yet such must be 
the language of this bill, if it is framed on the 
only information his Majesty’s ministers a 
afforded to parliament, and thus, I trust 
have proved myself justified in asser'l') 
that those who reposed with implicit ws 
fidence on the representations of the kings 
servants, must, as it appears to me, 00 every 
principle of consistency and justice, si¥° re 
measure their most decided opposition. ©" 
I, Sir, profess myself to have no such x 
fidence. J have long since remarked pers 
deep regret, that his Majesty's minieters 
apt to take very false and erroneous ape 
the situation of the affairs intrasted to "i" 
direction. We all remember the At 
tion, which they seemed to indalge | om 
selves, and which they certainly vagee 
the public to indulge, until almost ge. 
day, on which the chancellor of the sere 
quer annonced the menacing PrcP’ 
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of self delusion on the partof his Majesty's 
ministers. The flattering descriptions of the 
state of that country, which were given fat 
various times by several gentlemen, in the 
course of the last session, cannot have been 
forgot by any member of this house. “Phe 
speech of the right hon. gent. opposite to 
me (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), on 
one of these occasions, in answer to my 
right hon. friend near me (Mr. Windham), 
will not easily be effaced from my memory. 
He told us that there were in this war, 
none of the odious restrictions on the 
liberties of the people, which it had 
been necessary to impose in the last, 
No suspension of the habeas corpus act. 
No martial law bill. Loyalty, harmony, 
and zeal for the public service, prevailed 
universally throughout the united kingdom, 
and all these benefits he described as the re- 
sult of the peace of Amiens; and yet within a 
week afterwards, I assert positively, within 
a week aflerwards, the same hon. gent: 
came to this house, announcing an insur- 
rection in Dublin, and bringing in his hand 
two bills, one for the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act, and the other for the 
declaration of martial law. * And here, 
Sir, I trust, will terminate their vaunt- 
ing encomiums on the peace of Amiens ; 
for 1 protest, from past experience, | 
never hear such exu!ting and ostentatious 
statements from the treasury bench, with- 
eut a sort of superstitious apprehension 
of some approaching cslamity. But, Sir, 
I must maintain, that the mysterious cir- 
cumstances of this very transaction of the 
23d of July, which is the basisof the pre- 
sent measure, furnishes an additional rea- 
son why the house should not proceed 
without further information. 1t now ap- 
pears, that, while his Majesty’s ministers 
were accumulating eulogies on the treat 

of Amiens, the rebéls in Dublin were coll 
ecting military stores; and that a large 
Magazine was actually formed, without, as 
I have good foundation for believing, even 
a suspicion of it on the part of the Irish 
government. The government of Ireland, 
however, was not without pretty urgent 
intimations of some treasonableconfederacy. 
The explosion of a secret wesipisuinber-anil, 
the detection of the conveyance of pre- 
pared ammunition in the streets of Dublin, 
and the intelligence, given by several most 
respectable individuals, of sure indications 
of appreaching commotion, were formida- 
ble warnings ; nevestheless the government 
seems to have been surprised. But when 
this suggestion was made by my right hon. 
friend near me (Mr. Windham), his Ma- 

Vox. LV. 
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§.—Trish Martial Law Bill, {i6is 
| jesty’s ‘ministers denied | the imputation 
| with indignation. * Why,’’ said my hon. 
| friend, “* it was not unnatural for me to 
| suppose ita surprise; because, a few days 
| only have intervened, since you gave this 
house the most captivating description of the 
internal tranquillity and loyalty of Ireland,’” 
Still the answer from his Majesty’s ministers 
was, * that the government in Ireland had 
been prepared.’? ** What precautions did 
you take, except strengthening two or 
three guards in the vicinity of Dublin,” 
asked iny hon. friend ? « Did you make any 
previous communication to the privy coun- 








cil? No. ‘Yo the lord mayor? No: the 
Mansion-house was robbed of a considera- 
ble quantity of arms. To the chief jus« 
tice? No: he fel! a victim to his igno- 
rance of the information government pos- 
sessed.’’ Nevertheless his Majesty’s minis- 
ters persevere in asserting, that proper pro- 
vision was made against the impending dan- 
ger, and that the conduct of the Trish go- 
vernment was full of energy and alertness. 
The fact may have been so, Sir, but I ho- 
nestly acknowledge I have my doubts of 
it; and ] doin my canscience believe that 
a majority of this house, and of the public, 
doubt it. Sir, Icriminate no man, for I 
know not, supposing there is ground for 
censure, to whom the blame attaches, 
There is no one who entertains more per- 
sonal respect and esteem for the individual 
at the head of the administration of Ire@ 
land than I do, and ‘for several members of 
the different departments of that govern- 
ment [ have the most cordial friendship : 
but the very interest ‘that I take in their 
fame, increases my anxiety for an investi- 
gation of the mystery, in which this whole 
transaction is enveloped. Sir, I beseech 
gentlemen for a moment to make this case 
their own: suppose, that while his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers were exhausting their elo- 
quence in expatiating on the internal har- 
mony and loyalty attributed to a peace 
which lasted but a twelvemonth,; and in 
the course of which the enemy was de- 
tected in devices for sending military spies 
into the country, a traitorous plot ‘should 
have suddenly burst on this metropolis, and 
that, in the exigency of the occasion, the 
parliament had vested in the crown, the 
same powers it has given to the lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland: suppose it should have 
afterwards appeared, that, though a secret 
powder mill, and a quantity of prepared 
ammunition, had been previously detected, 
and the government warned of the danger, 
by several most respectable persons,’ yet 
that no communication should haye beea 
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made to the privy council, to any of the 
great officers of state, or to the Lord Mayor, 
and that the chief justice of the King’s Bench 
should have been murdered, and the man- 
sion house robbed of arms. Imagine, too, 
that the session should have been permitted 
to close without any detailed information to 
Parliament ; that during the recess the at- 
torney general should declare on the trials 
ot the persons concerned in the treason, that 
the conspiracy was contemptible both in 
espect to numbers and character, and that it 
had terminated al most where it began ; and that 
the ensuing session should have been opened 
by a speech from the throne, acquainting 
Parliament, that the public tranquillity had 
experienced no further interruption, and 
that his Majesty indulged the hope that the 
deluded were convinced of their error and 
were returned to their allegiance: let it be 
imagined, I say, that, under such circum- 
stances, a minister without the production 
of a single document, should demand from 
Parliament a renewal of a martial law bill, 
T solemnly put it to the honour of every 
member who hears me, whether he believes 
this house would adopt such a measure with- 
out even asking a question. Sir, it is my 
firm and honest conviction, that no minister 
would presume even to make such a propo- 
sition. If then we should not pass this bill 
in our own case without due proof of its 
necessity, what can be the sentiment of Ire- 
land, if, in the instance of that part of the 
united kingdom, we should adopt it with 
the facility, which his Majesty's ministers 
seem to recommend tous. Here, Sir, isa 
source to me of very painful and anxious 
apprehensions. If we do treat the business 
of Ireland lightly and superficially; if we 
do appear to act negligently towards her 
interests, we shall at the same time act 
offensively to her feelings. ‘The people of 
that country may begin to draw very un- 
pleasant contrasts, they may say “‘ in our local 
Parliament our affairs would have experi- 
enced a more grave and serious attention, 
our antient jegislature would not have sus- 
pended our rights and privileges withost 
adequate evidence of the urgency of the 
measure ;” and thus, Sir, do J.dread that 
the substantial benefits of the union may 
be frustrated, and that if his Majesty's ser- 
Yaats persevere in their present deportment 
towards the atlairs of Ireland, I may live to 


repent the vote I gave for the accomplish- — 


ment of that greatobject. I perceive, by 
the gestures of the gentleman opposiie to 
me, that they mican to acense me of a course 
ef argument injurious to the public wel- 
tare but they will de well te recollect, that 
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the mischief will be in their conduct; and 
not in my statement, and I have felt it my 
peculiar duty to seize this Opportunity of 
expressing my sense of the danger of their 
system, because we are still in time 1 
anticipate it. For the reasons I have as- 
signed, Sir, I shall not negative the bill; 
but I do most earnestly exhort and conjure 
his Majesty's ministers, for the dignity and 
character of our proceedings, for the sake 
of constitutional precedent, and in justice, 
as well as policy towards Ireland, to defer 
its further stages, until sufficient parlis- 
mentary information, in respect to the situ- 
ation of that part of the united kingdom, 
sha]l be furnished to the house. 


Mr. Secretary Yorke considered the grest- 
er part of the speech of the right hon. gent. 
to be directed more against the general con- 
duct of the Irish government, than against 
the bill now before the House. The hon. 

emember had thought proper to assert, that 
‘ the affairs of Ireland did not occupy so great 
a share of the attention of government, 
or of the house, as their vast importance 
required. This was a very strong charge, 
but of the facts on which it was to be 
supported he professed himself to be totally 
ignorant. When the hon. member thought 
proper to give notice of a motion respecting 
the affairs of Ireland, and that motion came 
regularly before the house, he should bs 
ready. to meet any charges which were 
brought forward. Till this was done, be 
must content himself with giving the asset- 
tion a general denial. A charge of so 10- 
portant a kind would require strong evidence 
to support it, and he did not see the propriety 
of bringing it forward in a loose, unsup- 
ported manner. The hon. member had 
said, that it was particularly the duty 
those who had voted for the union, to P*) 
the utmost attention™to the affairs of Ire- 
land. For himself, he thought it equal! 
the duty of all members to p2y re 
possible degree of attention to this subjet 
whenever it came to be fairly aicuse: 
and he had no doubt that it would t * 


— 








timés receive the gravest and most mattl™ 
consideration, such “as its high impor” 
was entitled to. A great deal had bout 
said in the hon. gentleman's speech 


additional information. He>-wished to wd 
of what ion ‘the informatioo ¥ 


: . ; : i a be- 
which was*requited. ‘The information © 
fore the house was, that the rebellion 14 
Ireland had been suppressed, that 


| of precaution were, howerey indispensttly 


necessary, more especially when it W 
sidered that the enemy had avowed bis + 
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termination to avail himself of the insur- 
rection of the disaffected to aid his designs 
of invasion both against this country and 
Ireland. These appeared to him simpie, 
elear, and satisfactory grounds for the re- 
newal of the bill, as the best measure of 
precaution which could be adopted. The 
hon. member, in reference to the late rebel- 
lion which broke out in the capital of Ire- 
Jand, had thought proper to assert that the 


‘ government was surprized, and that suth- 


cient measures hsd not been adopted to pre 

vent this desperate attempt of a few enthu- 
siastic individuals. He must now, and on 
every occasion where such an assertion was 
made, distinctly deny that the government 
of Ireland was in any degree surprized. It 
was equally remote from the truth, that 
proper measures of precaution had not been 
adopted. The measures of precaution con- 

sisted in a numerous and well appointed 
garrison. When he stated to the house, that 
there were on the night of the insurrection 
in Dublin four veteran regiments, besides the 
16th reg. of light dragoons, one of the best 
appointed regiments in the service, making 
a total of betwixt 3 and 4,000 men, it could 
not be pretended with the smallest justice 
that the government had been wanting in 
measures of precaution for the defence of 
the capital. He would venture to affirm, 
and he would defy any gentleman to disprove 
his observation, that the force in Dublin on 
the 23d day of July, in the evening of 
which the insurrection had broken out, was 
adequate to the suppression, not only of the 
miserable mob of infatuated individuals then 
engaged, but of a nuniber more than ten 
times their amount. With equal confidence 
he wonld assert, that the safety of Dublin 
was never, even for one moment, in danger. 

The best proof of this was, that after the 
military were brought to act, an hour had 
not elapsed before the rebels had dispersed 
and tranquillity was restored. It could not 
be seriously pretended, that the wretched 
mob of the 23d of July could ever have 
put the capital of Ireland in a state of the 
smallest danger. Their number, according 
to the confession of their own leaders, did 
not exceed 80, and their progress com- 
mencing in Dirty Lane, had been terminated 
in Cutpurse Row. They had not dared to 
approach any of the principal parts of the 
town, and, as to the idea of their ever 
marching to the attack of the Castle, it 
really was altogether ridiculeus. This ap- 
peared by the conduct of their principal 
leader. When he found the contemptible 
state of his followers, either in point of 
aymbers of of discipline, he had taken his 
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road down a street leading to the country, 
where he threw off his rebel uniform, re- 
gardless of the fate of his deluded partners 
in rebellion. Much stress was laid by those 
who blamed the conduct of ministers, on 
the circumstance that they were not aware 
of the existence af the rebel magazjne in 
the heart of Dublin. True it was, that 
this circumstance had not been discovered 
previous to the insurrection of the 23d of 
July. Ministers, however, were apprised, that 
a rising was intended on that day, and such 
precautions were adopted, as left Dublin 
fully protected from all danger. ‘True it 
was, that a respected magistrate had fallen 
a sacrifice to the fury of the rebels ; but 
this atrocity was, in no degree whatever, 
imputable to the negligence of ministers. 
From certain circumstances, that nobleman 
had heard of an intended insurrection in 
Dublin, and he was in consequence induced 
to proceed to town ata late hour. Perhaps 
it would have been more prudent if he had 
not thought of entering Dublin that night, 
or at least that he had not entered it at that 
particular part of the town, where individu- 
als ready for acts of atrocities could always 
be without difficulty collected. Much as 
the atrocity was to be lamented, it was in 
no degree brought on by the misconduct of 
the Irish government, But, toreturn more 
directly to the question before the house, 
though the hon. member appeared to con- 
sider it but of secondary importance. I¢ 
was argued, that it was contrary to practice, 
to pass such a bill without previous infor- 
mation. He begged leave to recal the ho- 
nourable member's recollection to the case 
of 1801, when it was passed without any 
detailed information being communicated. 
He wished to ask the hon. member, £ he 
felt himself authorised, without further in 
formation, to give his negative to the bill ? 
He wished to ask, if he would insist ondelay, 
even at the risk of leaving the government 
destitute of powers adequate to meet any 
emergency which might occur? As to the 
general charge against ministers for witl.- 
holding information ; this was a question 
quite differeot from the motion for the re- 
newal of the bill. If the hon. gent. hag 
any distinct charge to make against the 
government of Ireland; if he could produce 
any facts te prove that ‘they had been de- 
ficient in foresight and energy, he should 
at all times be ready to meet and to repel 
that charge. As far as he knew any thing 
of the proceedings of the Irish government, 
there was no deficiency of precautions, 
These precautions were carried to an extent 
aa of defeating, not the abortive at- 
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tempt of the 23d of July alone, but a force 
of even twénty times the amount, led on 
with talents, system: and consistency of a 
far superior nature. 

Colonel Craufurd was adverse to the re- 
newal of the bill without obtaining some in- 
fprmation of its necessity, of which there 
was at present nothing before the house. 
The sum of this information, if it could 
be called such, was, that the rebeilion was 
suppressed, and that expectations of the 
continuance of tranquillity were entertained. 
This, surely, was a very strange kind of 
information to offer to the house, as an in- 
ducement to pass a bill, which could not be 
characterised as any other than a measure 
of severity. The extraordinary negligence 
of the government of Ireland had been the 
subject of animadversion this evening, and 
with the sentiments expressed by his right 
hon. friend who began the discussion, he 
most heartily concurred. The hon. secretary 
of state had endeavoured to shew that such 
charges were unfounded, and he had rested 
his argument chiefly on the strength of the 
garrison, and the facility with which the re- 
bellion had been suppressed. But how did 
this representation accord with facts, at least 
with representations which had been given 
as such to the world. He had beeu in- 
formed, that in the evening on which the in- 
surrection burst forth, the Jord lieutenant 
had gone quietly to his country house as if 
no danger had been apprehended. The lord 
chief justice of the King’s Bench, though ne- 
cessarily in the confidence of government,was 
not at all aware of any insurrection, till the 
afternoon of the very day on which it exhi- 
bited itself in acts of public atrocity. But, 
this evening the right hon. the secretary of 
state had in his place declared, that govern- 
ment were aware of the projected insur- 
rection that very day. How this declaration 
was consistent with the statement now 


made, he professed himself unable to dis- _ 


cover. Credit was taken for the accurate 
information of ministers respecting the de- 
signs of the rebels, but it was admitted that 
the existence of their powder magazine was 
& profound secret. It certainly could not be 
pretended that the government, ignorant of 
this very important piece of information, 
could be able to form an estimate, at least a 
_ gorrect one, of the force sufficient for the 
preservation of the tranquillity of the capi- 
tal. Bur, still, ministers were indignant at 
any charge of negligence or want of suffi- 
ciently accurate information. How far they 
Sale ts ackar = - he left it for tie 
_ rouse to decide. He had been informed of 

iether circumstance, which was certainly 
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no eviderce of the foresight or information 
of the Iri-h government. It was very ge- 
nerally reported, that, so accurately were 
ministers informed of ihe intended rising 
of the rebels on the 23d of July, the regi- 
ments forming the garrison were provided 
with only three rounds of ball cartridge, 
and the yeomanry corps could not get a 
supply till after an interval of two hours ! 
He had heard also a report, which if true, 
still more forcibly demonstrated the shame- 
ful ignorance of the Jrish government re- 
specting the designs of the rebels. It was 
roundly asserted, that, with the knowledge 
on the part of ministers of the intended 
rising on the evening of the 23d, a certain 
proportion from each company of the regi- 
ments forming the garrison, had a few days 
before been allowed to go to the country to 
assist in different species of work. Nothing 
could, in his opinion, more strongly discover 
a want of foresight ; yet ministers took fire 
at the idea of the conduct of their colleagues 
in Jreland being censured for a flagrant 
deficiency of vigilance or talent.—So far was 
he from agreeing with those who thought 
that this was not the time for discussing the 
affairs of Ireland, that he could not help 
Jamenting the fact, that not a single ex- 
pression had dropped from ministers, expres- 
sive of their intention to adopt any measure 
for the conciliation of the unfortunate in- 
habitants of that country. The expression 
in his Majesty's speech, alluding to the 
contrast between their situation and the 
situation of nations under the dominion °t 
France, afforded him, and he was sure !t 
would afford the inhabitants of Ireland, 7° 
great degree of satisfaction. He had nrg 
for acts of leniency, intead of the a 
of measures of rigour, which could ov ‘ 
keep alive feelings of animosity, itatesd ¢ 
inducing the Irish people to return [0 ti 
cordial allegiance, which could alone The 
them the bulwarks of the empire. ot 
hon. gent. sat down with saying, a se 
should give his vote against the bill, eae 
further information of its necessity we 

roduced. 
, Mr. Francis said, that he could not os 
measure of such great importance pass \Mia- 
out stating his opinion of it. If se i 
jesty’s ministers have grounds sufficie ie 
support so strong an act against caste ' 
portion of onr fellow-subjects 1? of the 
and so alarming to every other part ds 

te those grovn 

empire, they ought to state | ‘led upot 
to Parliament. _ Jn fact, we are © 


se Sih - a manner 
to proceed, without evidence, 19 4 man 


which nothing but the clearest evide® 
justify ; that is, to put the kingdom of I 
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F until you have established the fact. 
| evidence I have seen or heard of goes in the 

opposite direction. ’ 
| decument on this subject that has been laid 
| before the house, is that passage in his Ma- 
| jesty’s speech which describes, in terms of 
'the highest satisfaction, a general change 
in the dispositicn of his deladed subjects in 
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land under martial law. I do not mean, 
said the hon. gent., to bring any charge 
against the government of Ireland. Until 
] know the contrary to be true, I must pre- 
sume, that they have furnished his Majesty's 
ministers with facts and proofs adequate to 
the measure now recommended. What I 
complain of is, that ministers have not com- 
municated those facts and that evidence, nor 
even the smallest part of it to the House of 
Commons. Necessity, I know, supersedes 
all argument. Let the case be ever so 
doubtful or questionable, or even criminal, 


| it may find a justification in extreme ne- 
' cessity: but then, I say, prove it. You 


have no right to avail yourself of the plea 
All the 


The only parliamentary 


Ireland, and his gracious confidence in the 
corrected judgment of those who had been 
misled. Out of doors, and even within these 
few days, I have heard no other language 
among persons most disposed to favour the 


[present government. But, when I come 
/into this house, I find the case totally re- 
versed. 


The measure now proposed indi- 
cites that Ireland is in sueh a state, and the 


occasion so pressing, that nothing less than 
extreme courses can save it.—If the case be 


as violent as the remedy supposes, undoubt- 
edly his Majesty's ministers have a right to 
the remedy. If not, they call upon us to 
trust them with a dangerous power, which 
1s not wanted, and by the very act of calling 


for it, run the risk of doing mischief in other 


senses, and counteracting their own pur- 
pose. By empowering the government of 
{reland:to proclaim martial law, they alienate 
the affections of the people whom they 
ought to conciliate, and, in effect, they in- 
vite and encuurage the enemy to invade the 
€mpire in that quarter. For what does the 
proclamation of martial law in effect say to 
Buonaparté and to all the world, but that 
in Ireland we are vulnerable, and that there 
he may invade us with a certainty of co- 
psration, and a reasonable prospect af suc- 
Cess? 

Lord Castlereagh rose to reply to the two 
past speakers, He began by adverting to the 
charge of want of proper attention being 
pid by ministers, or the house, to the situ- 
‘ion of Ireland. He really was not aware 
’n what grounds it was that such a charge 
Was adduced. If it was because subjects of a 
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delicate nature were avoided, and topics of 
dicussion which could only be productive of 
dissention among a people too often hurried 
away by their feelings, instead of being 
guided by their cooler judgment, were ab- 
stained from, that the charge of inattention 
to Irish affairs and Irish interests were sup- 
ported, he must take the earliest opportunity 
of protesting against such a doctrine. If 
any member conceived that any practicable 
measure could be brought forward for the ad- 
vantage of Ireland, or any other part of the em- 
pire, it was bis bounden dutyto submit such a 
measure to the consideration of the house, 
and it would then be for the wisdom of the 
legislature to decide on its expediency or its 
policy. Neglect was not, however, to be 
imputed to ministers, because they did not 
feel it their duty to bring circumstances be- 
fore parliament, to the removal of which 
they did not imagine any immediate mea- 
sures to be applicable. Because government 
did not see the policy of originating some of 
those measures, which to some hon. mem- 
bers might appear expedient and salutary, 
that surely was no argument to prove that 
the essential interests of Ireland, as far as 
ministers understood them, were for a single 
moment overlooked. It would not be ar- 
gued, that, because comparative unanimity 


at present prevailed, when the affairs of Ires - 


land were considered, that there was, on the 
part of the house or ministers, any neglie 
gence or inattention to a subject which all 
admitted to be deeply interesting and im- 
portant. It was not presuming too much 
to infer, that this unanimity on this subject, 
arose from a conviction of the indisputable 
and imperious necessity of the measures 
which ministers proposed. He was sure 
that his right hon. friend did not hold such 
an opinion. He possessed ah understanding 
too great, and feelings too liberal, to allow 
him ‘to entertain such an idea for a moment. 
As to the facts adduced by the hon. officer, 
he was ready at all times to meet an inves- 
tigation, and satisfactorily to vindicate the 
conduct of the government of Ireiand. If 
there was any thing in their conduct at all 
deserving of censure, let it be fairly stated, 
and let them be candidly allowed to pro- 
duce their defence. He took this opports- 
nity, however, of deprecating the diseussion 
of this important subject by a@ side wind. 
Let facts be fully and honourably brought 
forward, and not frittered away and dis- 
torted. Let the whole conduct of the go- 
vernment of Ireland be considered, com- 
bined, and arranged in allits bearings and 
relations, and then he should be ready to 
proye, that, instead of censure, it was de- 
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serving of approbation ; instead of a eharge 
of weakness, a confidence of foresight and 
energy. He had made these observations 
with the view of preventing an idea from 
going abroad, that assertions made with the 
greatest confidence were true, merely be- 
eouse they might sometimes happen  to-pass 
uncontradicted. Leaving these extraneous 
matters out of further consideration, the 
house had only. to consider the question of 
the necessity of the renewal of the bill.— 
The speech of his right hon. friend did not 
seem to turn so much on this question as on 
the conduct of the Irish government, a sub- 
ject which was clearly uppermost in his 
hon. friend's mind. He begged the attention 
of the house while he stated what had been the 
grounds of the previous renewal of the bill. 
At its first infroduction it was supported on 
the ground of the notoriety of the rebellion, 
and on that its necessity was admitted. It 
was renewed in 1799, when, though the 
rebellion was put down, there were partial 
insurrections in different parts of the coun- 
try. At that period he allowed that two 
reports of a secret committee had been ad- 
duced, to prove the necessity cf the mea- 
sure. He must, however, naw be permit- 
ted to remark, that the expediency of such 
reports depended a good deal on circum- 
stances. ‘l'his was a mode of presenting in- 
formation ta the legislature and the public, 
often highly advantageous. Occasions might 
occur, however, when to resort to it would 
be highly impolitic, and even dangerous, 
In such circumstances he thought that mi- 
nisters now were placed, as to the propriety 
of presenting such information as the re- 
port of a secret committee would afford, It 
would be recollected that government was, 
even at this moment, actively, and he was 
happy to add, successfully employed in 
tracing out evep the remotest ramifications 
of the insurrection. While such inquiries 
were going forward, it would be a matter 
of peculiar difficulty to frame such a report as 
would not disclose facts, the disclosure of 
which would not defeat the views of the go- 
vernment, and, at the same time, prove 
satisfactory to the legislature and the coun- 
try. If a report were prematurely brought 
forward, government might be interrupted 
in. its exertions to trace out the ramifications 
of rebellion. On the other hand, if the 
‘report was not detailed in its nature, it 
could not afford any criterion for judging 
of the necessity of a legislative measure, 
originating out of circumstances of peculiar 
emergency. Toavoid the necessity of such 
a dilemma, it became necessary to resort to 
certain geyeral principles, which while they. 
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were consistent with the greatest attachment 
to the constitution, were not incompatible 
with the idea of investing the executive 
government with extraordinary powers, ap- : 
plicable to an extraordinary contingent crisis, : 
He would not deny that the bill now tobe sg 
renewed, had never formerly been renewed 

where there was less actual or visible dan: 













































ger. He had no hesitation in applying this : 
observation to all the periods of the renewal 4 : 
of the bill from the time of its original in- ; ‘ 
troduction, On this part of the subject, u 
the noble lord took a review of the various ¢ 
renewals of the bill. Though, however, he ¢. 
admitted that there was less visible danger, s 
though he was happy to be able to state with 

truth, that the cause of loyalty had received | 
a vast augmentation, while the numbers of ti 
the disaffected had materially decreased; th 
still, however, there were traitors. and ma- D 
lignant spirits ‘in Ireland, bent on projects yi 
of the mast atrocious nature. It was to ti 
counteract their views, it was to defeat their al 
designs, that he thought the bill, as a wise 

measure of precautionary power, both expe- ba 
dient and politic. There was one other cit- qu 
cumstance which materially strengthened ge 
his argument on this subject. He meant to the 
allude to the menaced invasion of the ent: tio 
my. In former times and in former wars dec 
invasion had been often threatened, and fac 
perhaps at a certain period of the latew2 Jul 
that threat was, to a certain degree, form!- pro 
dable. In no former period, however, had eac 
the threat of invasion assymed the samé dee | for 
gree of consistency, and never had we ‘0 lod 
encounter an enemy at once so malignadl, reg: 
and so well prepared for carrying his hostile | and 
designs into‘effect.—He had already adverted - sion 
tothe improved state of Ireland ; but pt hou 
experience demonstrated the imprudence ° Was 
too flattering expectations of the contin’ cour 
ance of this spirit. He wished in at from 
to depart from constitutional _princip' pled 
where they could be adhered to with safety i bee 
but*the safety of the state was 4 considets nand 
tion paramount to every other idea. te alar 
safety could best be secured by the rent pbyt 
of the bill. The liberties of the ont Cc 
were as far as possible in every cas¢ x a” pent 
respected ; and it was his decided op!” | lang 

? : wis 
that the renewal of the bill, while : ¢ —_ 
was hous 






the most consistent with liberty, P ue 
best pledge for the continuance be : a 
quillizy.—With respect to the ovser I 
made by the hon. gent. (Mr. Francis), ; at 
the adoption of the present meas” io Ous 
tend to inspirit Buonaparte to rs hin 
tempt upon Ireland, as holding yh t gut 
the prospect of co-operation 18 a 
ter, he entertained no dread o”. that 6° 
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He was couvinced, that a consciousness in 
the mind of that man of the odium which 
uniformly accompanied his footsteps, would 
point out to him the futility of such sn ex- 
pectation. The inhabitants of Ireland, 
when they joined their fate with Great- 
Britain, and heamong the rest, anticipated 
the blessings which would result from that 
connection ; they were convinced that they 
enjoyed more happiness than even when 
they had a legislature of theirown. They 
rested with frm confidence on the vigour 
of this assembly, and all the loyal inhabdi- 
tants of Ireland were convinced that it had 
acted nobly by them. 

Colonel Craufurd, in explanation, stated 
that his charge, as to the want of prepara- 
tion on the part of the Irish government at 
the breaking out of the insurrection in 
Dublin, was, that the military were pro- 
vided only with three rounds of ammuni- 
tion, and that the yeomanry had none at 
ail for the space of two hours. 

Mr. Pole did not wish to trouble the 
house with any observations on the present 
question He only meant to set the hon. 
gent. who had just sat dewn, right as to 
the circumstance which he had last men- 
tioned. The hon. gent. had attempted to 
tleceive the house and the public. The 
fact was, that, previous to the 23d of 
July, all the troops in Ireland had been 
provided with 60 rounds of ammunition 
each. The Castle of Dublin was no dépot 
for military stores, but there had been 
lodged there 8000 rounds, for serving such 
regiments as might have occasion toapply, 
and, on the first application, ample provi- 
sion was made; and within less than two 
hours, more ammunition was supplied than 
Was required to be used during the whole 
course of the rebellion. He stated this 
from his own personal knowledge, and 
pledged himself to the truth of it. He had 
been employed by the master of the ord- 
nance to make the inquiry, who had been 
alarmed by a report similar to that stated 
by the hon. gent. 

Colonel Craufurd called upon the hoa, 
Sent. to say, whether it was parliamentary 
language, or language which ought to be 
used by one gentleman to another in that 
house, to accuse him of an attempt to de- 
Celve the house or the public? 

Mr. Pole explained that he had stated, 
that the hon. Colonel had deceived the 
house—he himself being deceived. 

_Mr. Windbam said, it did not seem..to 
him that the hon. gent. (Mr. Pale) had fet 


,. 


Craufurd), who did not say, that there was 
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not ammunition here and there, but spoke 
respecting the ammunition in the cartouch 
boxes of the soldiers. That part of the 
remark had not been answered. Whea 
he recurred to the obsetvations of the noble 
lord, he had not so much to state arguments 
on the one side, as to speak of the want of 
them on the other. They were now about 
to renew mortial law in Ireland, without 
having heard one single word to justify the 
measure. To vote the re-establishment of 
martiallaw seemed to be so much a matter 
of Course, that it required no argument to 
support it. They stopped the constitution 
asa miller would stop a wind or a water- 
mill, and with as little consideration, The 
constitution was stopt and set a going, was 
commanded to march or to hait, with as 
little ceremony as a colonel would use to- 
- wards his battalion. He would not say 
this was wrong, but he wanted to know 
why it was right. It had been said that 
notoriety had been considered a good 
ground for voting a measure of this nature ; 
this might be very true when rebellion was 
at the doors of those who voted sucha mea- 
sure, but no such reason existed now, and 
no other was given for it. They had been 
told of a danger which was at present invi- 
sible; this put him in mind of a dancer, 
who was described as turning round so 
quick, that he could not be seen to turn; 
which led somebody to observe, that per- 
haps he did not turn round at all; so 
as to this invisble danger: people might 
suspect, as nothing could be seen, that 
there was, perhaps, no danger atall. In 
the present instance, however, the difficulty 
was greater. He might discover from the 
mere light of nature, for to that he was 
left, the necessity of the present measure ; 
but how was he to collect it from what 
ministers said?) The whole of the infe- 
rence that was to be drawn from their re- 
presentations discountenanced the measure. 
He wished that ministers would tell them, 
when they should have made up theirminds 
upon the subject, whether the Jate insur- 
rection was really a contemptible riot; a 
mere effervescence of the moment, and 
confined to the spot on which it originated, 
or whether it spread to greater extent, 
and had taken deep root in the country ? 
He wished that the hon. gentlemen on 
the other sid: of the house would deal 
fairly with them in that respect, and 
not, as at present, play fast and loose; 
seeking to have the benefit of suppositions 
both of which could not be true, like the 
student at one of the universities, whe, 
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round the earth, or the earth round the sun, 
dnswered, sometimes one aud sometimes 
the other. Sw in the present case, some- 
times ministers said the insurrection was a 
contemptible riot ; at others, it was of such 
magnitude as to require a martia! law bill. 
How could the house act? If they voted 
for the bil, they must vote for it- in spite 
of the arguments of the ministers who sup- 
ported it, and whose description .of the 
event, which made the basis of their mea- 
sure, was at one time a figure of stature to 
reach the skies, and at another, shrunk, 
like the spirits in Pandemoniuin, to a 
pigmy size hardly capable of being dis- 
cerned, The vigour of the measure might, 
according to the opinion of a noble lord 
(Lord Castlereagh), be a recommendation, 
and serve better to fulfil that assurance, 
which he mentioned himself to have given 
(and which no one could dgny, was fully 
made good in the present imstance), viz. 
that there would be no want of vigorous 
legislation , in respect to the affairs of Ire- 
land. But whatever might be said of the 
vigour of this proceeding, which, without 
a moment's consideration or a particle of 
evidence, puta great portion of the empire 
outof the protection of the constitution, 


. he was afraid that much would not be said, 
_or felt, of its kindness. 


It would be no 
great proof, either of our respect or sym- 
pathy for the people of Ireland, no good 
illustration of the niasoeues of the union, 
that we should be willing to exclude them 
for the time from the constitution, and put 
them under martial law, in circumstances 
of proof, in which no man would have 
ventured to hint at such a thing in respect 
to this country. Ministers might perhaps 
be satisfied with the panegyrics bestowed 
on these measures; great powers must be 
applied to great occasions, and on this 
ground the principle of arbitrary power 
might do good: despotism was neither good 
nor bad in itself, and ifangels were always 
torule, there would be no objection to it ; 
but as this could not be the case, men 
were content to forego the advantages 
which a more direct and arbitrary use of 
power might confer, and to take up with 
the safer and slower operation of Jaws and 
free governments. In these measures they 
must look to the ministers who proposed 
them, and who were not entitled to con- 
fidence at all. If the statements of minis- 
ters were to be taken, these measures were 
not necessary. Here let the house recol- 
lect what took place in last July. Previous 
to the insurrection, they were told by mi- 
musters that Ireland was in a centinual state 
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of improvement, ad it was to be inferred, 
that every danger ought to be thrown of 
their minds. Had any one, at that time 
proposed a martial law bill, what would have 
been thought of his conduct? Yet, why por: 
What had happened since, to change the 
determination of the house, or to render that 
necessary which was not hecessary at the 
period above-mentioned? Up te the moment 
of the 23d of July, the house had been told 
that all was tranquil iv Ireland, and the 
country in a state of daily improvement. A 
few days subsequent to that date, news ar- 
rives, that an insurrection had broken out; 
that the lord chief justice bad been murder- 
ed, and the capital been within an ace of 
being taken. In the first paroxysm of their 
fears, ministers speak out, describe the pro- 
ceeding as a dangerous rebellion, and call 
for an instant suspension of the habeas cor- 
pus, and for a martial law bill. As neither 
of these measures were wanted, for any ob- 
ject at that moment depending, as one of them 
was a mere measure of general precaution, and 
the other (the martial Jaw bill) could not be 
applied to the trials of those already appre- 
hended, with respect to all of whom, it was 
an ex post facto law, there seemed to be 10 
reason, why, according to the ordinary prac: 
tice of Parliament, the delay of a day should 
not be allowed for deliberation; a delay 
which would be nothing with respect © 
the measure, but was a great deal with re- 
spect to the better understanding the eveill, 
on which the measure was to be founded. 
On some subjects, an additional four-and- 
twenty hours could add nothing - 
knowledge, nor be expected to make ee 
change in our opinion. On the subyect° 
the late peace, for instance, or of the eer 
revolution, a man was not likely to - 
at the end of any four-and-twenly a 
now taken, differently from what he o 
done at the beginning. It would ns ‘ 
less therefore to delay a decision, ¥"" 
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us, an event too, on which the id bet 
every post, were giving us further “jo 
ter information, On these ideas his Ma 
urged, that after an assuraace al te 
jesty, of the determination of the ors, 
support his Majesty against all dong be ne> 
to adopt whatever measures ald have 
cessary for that purpose, they s One what 
paused till the next day, to — copo 
those measures ought to be. a on little 
was over-ruled, and he was treated * 
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a bill was pased, such as the martial -law bill, 
could suggest the propriety of a moment’s 
delay, till his Mayesty’s ministers should 
have settled in their own minds, whether the 
event in question was a serious rebellion, 
or only an accidental riot, The decision 
was now made for an accidental riot. And 
it was declared, that from some causes or 
other, from the security necessarily exer- 
cised, and which, it seems, have had the ef- 
fect, not only of intimidating and cutting 
off the usual effects of severity, but even of 
conctliating the disaffected, Ireland was in 
a better state than ever, less filled with a 
dispesition to mischief, and with better 
means of resisting, should any be attempted. 
The consequence of all this would seem to 
be, that a suspension of the habeas corpus, 
and a martial law bill, which were not 
necessary before the 23d of July, must be 
still further from being necessary now. And 
this inference was further confirmed, by the 
circumstance so mucli insisted upon by mi- 
nisters, that the powers granted at the pe- 
riod alluded to, had never been acted upon, 
but in one instance. He was the farthest 
from meaning to contend, that a power not 
acted upon, and a power not possessed, 
were one and the same thing; or, that a 
power known to be possessed, might not 
produce great effects, even though it should 
never be called forth into action. But, at 
least, it must be admitted, that a power so 
circumstanced, that is to say, which in the 
eourse of many months had never been 
wanted, or never used, was not one, which 
required such hasty proceedings, as those 
which took place at the period above referred 
to, or which could claim to be renewed, 
without one single fact or argument adduced 
to shew that it was necessary. If no facts or 
arguments were adduced, as little could it be 
said, that the house had any authority to act 
upon. The authority, if any, must be that 
of his Majesty's ministers; and what must 
their authority be held to be, whose total 
ignorance or criminal neglect had exposed 
the capital of part of the empire to be within 
an ace of being surprised, (he was glad to 
repeat the expression) at a moment when 
they were preaching every\ where the tran- 
guil state of the country. This topic, the 
hon. gentleman wished to get rid of, by a 
new kind of doctriae, namely, that nothing 
should be said of the conduct of ministers, 
unless produced in the shape of a distinct 
charge, He had no objection to distinct 
Charges, wherever the magnitude of the ob- 
ject, the circumstances of the case, and the 
time of the house would admit of them ; 
Which latter gopsideration alone might, in 
Vox. IV, - | 
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the multitude of charges liable to be made 
against the hon. gentlemen, be a reason 
against that course. But however this might 
be, it would be a whimsical rule to lay 
down, that unless these charges, or uniel 
these charges were brought, no observations 
were to be made upon the conduct of men 
in public stations, even where their conduct 
furnished, as inthe case before them, an 
argument essentially interwoven with the 
subject in discussion, ‘The authority of mi- 
nisters constituted, in the present instance, 
all the public and parliamentary grounds 
which the house had to stand upon, It was 
of some consequence, therefore, to ascertain 
what that authority was; and no sing'e in- 
stance could better illustrate it, than that 
which was atforded by the 23d of July. He 
was amazed at the account which govern- 
ment had finally resolved to give of that 
transaction. ‘They had to chuse between 
neglect and surprise. If they knew nothing 
of what was coming on, if they were really 
in the opinions, which they thought proper 
to profess, that all was tranquil in Ireland, 
and nothing meditating against the govern 
ment, then they were surprized, and must 
take the shame which belongs to that con- 
fession. If, on the contrary, they chose to 
disclaim this ignorance of the state of the 
country, amd this want of information as to 
what was passing under their noses, then 
they must confess a degree of neglect, not 
merely disgraceful, but such as was in the 
strictest sense criminal. ‘To his utter asto- 
nishment they made their election for the 
neglect. Having the choice of two inter- 
pretations, being returned, as it were, for two 
places, the one which they chose, the one for 
which they finally took their seat, was that 
which put them in the situation of declaring, 
that knowing the mischief to be coming on, 
knowing that an insurrection was likely to 
take place, they calmly and advisedly suffer- 
ed it to take its course, neglecting those pre- 
cautions, which would have saved the life of 
the chief justice, and have put the city in 
a state of perfect security ; instead of leaving 
it, as they did, to be preserved by the merest 
chance from jalling into the hands of the 
rebels. This account of the transaction, as 
given by the hon. gentleman, was striking 
in the first instance, from the utter impos- 
sibility of reconciling it with known and ac- 
knowledged facts. It was not very easy to 
understand, how that could be otherwise than 
a surprize, which found the lord mayor with- 
out notice; the commander in chiet without 
instractions, at least without permission 


freely to act upon,.hijs, instructions ie 


| troops, in part, -withowt amm unitiong 
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the lord lieutenant absent from the castle. 
He was prepared to say, that much of the 
ammunition supplied to the yeomanry (troops 
that had their full share in what was done) 
was not brought to them till after the action 
had commenced, and when there was the 
most imminent risk, that both the ammuni- 
tion itself, as weil as those who escorted it, 
would have been iniercepted by the rebels. 
If this was not a surprize, he should be glad 
to know, what in the ministerial vocabulary 
was to be sodenomina‘ed. But the account 
was not less singular, if adopted by the hon. 
gentleman, on any principle of choice. On 
what possible supposition was the lord lieu- 
tenant's absence from the castie to be ac- 
counted for, if not on that of surprize, and 
of his being ignorant of the explosion which 
was about to take place? What! the lord 
licutenant absent at his country house, at a 
moment when he knew that an insvurrectiog 
was likely to break out in the city! And 
this the statement made by his friends! He 
could only say, in the words of Hamlet, 
“ f would not hear thine enemy say so.’ He 
would not have so shocked the ears of a right 
hon. gentleman opposite to him (Mr. Yorke) 
or have so isolated his own convictions, as to 
have advanced an opinion, pregnant with 
such injurious reflexions, to the noble Jord 
at the head of the Irish goverment. But, 
in whatever way the fact was to be accounted 
for, to whichever change the government 
would choose to plead guilty, their authority 
upon the subject of Irish affairs was at an 
end. If the measure proposed was to be 
adopted, it must be, not in consequence of 
the representations made by government, but 
in spite of them. They had described the 
proceedings of the 23d of July as a con- 
temptible riot: that had declared the state of 
the country to have been improved by those 
proceedings, instead of being made worse. 
The best plea which they could urge, and 
one certainly which they would be able to 
make out, was, that they knew nothing of 
the matter. Yet, in this state of things, the 
house was called upon to vote a martial law 
bill, without a single proof adduced of the 
necessity of it, and upon grounds too that 
would equally serve for any other time as 
well as the present. For if this measure was 
to be, as a noble lord had declared, precau- 
‘tionary, and that that precaution was té be 
‘founded upon the mere fact of an insurrec- 
“tton having broken out, this fact would con- 
“tinue to ‘be true to the end of time; and 
“whenever it could ‘be coupled with a war, 
“might be made the foundation of a measure 


” 


‘ Ne as Was ‘thew proposed. It was impos- 
to say; how long, according to the pte- 
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sent mode of reasoning, its influence in that 
respect might last.—Upon the whole, the 
measure as now proposed, was utterly with. 
out foundation to stand on. What it might 


be in itself, was not so properly the object of 


inquiry. He could very well conceive, 
judging from views the very reverse of those 
commonly held out by the hon. gentlemen, 
that the course proposed, desperate as it was, 
might be necessary. He was afraid, at least, 
In so critical a case, to say that it was not so, 
Contrary, therefore, to the general rule, which 
would direct in every case, and still more in 
one like the present, the rejection of every 
measure, of which no strong reason had been 
urged for the support, he should acquiesce 
in the one now proposed, protesting against 
the manner in which it had been brought for- 
ward, and begging to have it understood, 
that so far as he might concur in it, tt was 
for reasons wholly different from those which 
could be derived from the language or con- 
duct of the hon. gentlemen. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—Sir; 
in the observations which I feel it my duty 
to offer to the house, it is my Intention to 
follow the example set me by my noble 
friend near me (lord Castlereagh) and to 
sever the consideration of the conduct of the 
Irish government, respecting the insurrectioa 
of the 23d of July, from the merits ol the 
measure now before the house ; and t@make 
that conduct, whatever it may have been, a 
subject of a distinct charge. However," 
has been, in this instance, brought into — 
I think it necessary most distinctly to ee 
my opinion, that the proceedings of the "e 
characters, to whom the management of Irish 
affairs are entrusted, will be found to have 
been, in the instance alluded to, pertecty 
tifiable ; that they acted with the abe 
able judgment ; that they had procure om 
information of the plan of the epporres : 
and had provided means amply aera 
defeat its object. That the lord seen 
after having taken every necessary Pr "i 
tion, thought proper to retire tc og ne 
the Pheenix-park, [-am ready to adentt; f 
that such retirement betrayed any des" the 
inattention to the wants or security 4 de- 
state and the city of Dublin, I do aesied 
cidedly contradict, because I am ‘pe most 
that every measure was taken, that ost active 
deliberate investigation, and the ‘vil power 
vigilance could suggest. The 8 een D 
was prepared, and the army, as W“ a come 
the result of the insurrection, was sntendant 
plete state of readiness. The ay peri 
magistrate of Dublin, was, at an ctjon took 
of the day on which the insurre’ | iit 

Paine . the Irish governme? ? 
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such an event was expeeted, and the police 
of Dublin was in consequence prepared. 
The right hon. gentleman who has just sat 
down is, therefore, unfounded in the asser- 
tien, that no communication whatever was 
made of the design of the rebels to the civil 
power, until the very moment the rebellion 
broke out. ‘The lord-lieutenant of Ireland 


' having taken every proper step of preparation 
| for the public security, there was one other 
) important object to which it was the duty of 


his excellency to attend, namely, to guard 


| against popular alarm, by avoiding any osten- 
_ tatious proceeding that might betray exag- 
'_gerated fear; for such a conduct, he must 
be aware, would tend to encourage the 
'tebels, by inducing them to think more 
highly of their own powers, and perhaps to 
) throw the city of Dublin into a state of con- 
Psternation that might weaken their power, 
) and diminish their competency to resist the 
) danger. 
_ bably arisen, had the lord lieutenant declined 
'going, according to his usual habit, to his 


Such ettects would have very pro- 


seat in the park. I, therefore, am warranted 
in contending, that it was wise in the lord 


slieutenant to return to his country house, 
}and not to remain in the metropolis, which 


would have given rise to reports and conjec- 
tures, dangerous in their nature and conse- 


/quences. But having made these statements, 


in answer to the assertions of the right hon. 


‘gentleman, J must once more remark, that 


they have no connexion whatever with the 


‘Question before the house, which is simply 


this, whether it is expedient to continue the 
act under consideration without the preli- 


/™inary’ proceeding of an inquiry before a 


committee, as to the necessity which calls 
for it. To the appointment of such a com- 
mittee, I must object, because the necessity 
is obvious, and because the same measure of 
Precaution, which this bill proposes, has, in 
many instances, been adopted without any 
previous inquiry. It was so on the first sus- 
Pension of the habeas corpus act, at the com- 
mencement of the last war, and on several 
ether occasions, which must be within the 
recollection of the hon. gentleman en the 
other side, and in most of which, the right 
hon, gentleman, who last addressed the 
house, took a very active part; and his hon, 
friend, who sat near him (Mr. Elliot) was 
bot less active, in similar cases, as a member 
©! the Irish parliament. From such gentle- 
‘hen, therefore, the loud eall for inquiry into 
the grounds of necessity which pressed for 


‘fuls_ measure, which are notorious, and 


Certainly much stronger than at any of the 
‘arious periods when a like proceeding was 
tesorted to, comes with 4 very ill grace, and 
Must excite some astonishment on the score 
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of consistency. When the martial law bill 
was continued immediately after the anion, 
no inquiry such as that now demanded took 
place. Parliament acceded to the bill then, 


on the assurance of the representatives of 


Ireland, that it was proper and necessary. 
The right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) was 
then in office, and joined in resisting the pro- 
position of inquiry, and indeed one’s surprize 
at his present recommendations is aggravated 
by the recollection of the arguments he then 
employed to justify his opposition to inquiry ; 
arguments founded entirely on the known 
circumstances of the times and of the Irish 
nation ; and can the right hon. gent. I will 
ask, pretend to maintain, that those circum- 
Stances were by any means so strong as the 
present time offered, a time when invasion 
isimpending and disaffection is actually ex- 
isting in Ireland? Why then, in such a 
state of our affairs, should the right hon. 
gent.’persist in arguing, that no such measure 
as that which he himself supported upon 
much less ground of necessity, ought to be 
introduced to the house without the preli- 
minary of acommittee of inquiry ? In July, 
the house assented to the enactment of this 
law, upon the authority of a message from 
the throne, and the lord-lieutenant’s procla- 
mation respecting the rebellion, which re- 
ferred to the massacre of Lord Kilwarden. 
Since then the details of the several trials 
had furnished the house and the country 
with the most satisfactory evidence of the 
necessity of the proceedings. But the hon. 
gent. (Mr. Elliot) argued as if no rebel- 
lion or disaffection of any magnitude, suf- 
ficient to justify the grant of such extra- 
ordinary powers to the Irish government, did 
really exist, because the [rish attorney gene- 
ral thought proper, in the course of his ad- 
dress to the jury on a particular trial, to 
describe the insurrection of the 23d of July 
as the desperate effort of a few turbulent 
men: but it cannot be admitted that 
such qa description from any man, however 
respectable, should exclude all reference to 
the nature of the evidence. -If such a doce 
trine were to obtain credit, it would lead to 
conclusions at once absurd and mischievous, 
If such language as that of the hon. gentle- 

men respecting the preference of the autho- 

rity of the attorney general's statement on 

the occasion alluded to, that of the wit- 

nesses examined on the several trials, was 

used by the judge on any of these trials : if, 

for instance, his lordship were to say to the 

jury, ** You are to attend to and form your 

judgment on the address of the attorney- 

general, putting entirely out of your minds 

the statements of the evidence,” what, & 
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beg to know from the honourable gentle- 
men themse!ves, would be their sentiments 
upon such a singular recommendation from 
the bench? And yet their language in the 
course of the debate was of precisely a 
similar import. I make these observations 
merely to shew the sort of argument which 
tho.c hon. gentlemen are apt to use, when 
it suits their pleasure to oppose the propo- 
sitions ot his majestys ministers. With 
respect to the expression in his Majesty's 
speech, that tranquillity is happily restored 
in lreland, I will say, that the justice of 
that statement is perfectly maintainable, 
without impairing in any degrce, the force 
of the arguments now relied on for the re- 
enactment of the measure under discussion, 
Tt is known that the rebellion was put down, 
that its lsaders and the greater part of its 
principal agents have been brought to jus- 
tice, and that aithough much of disaftec- 
tion 1s understood to pervade the Irish nation, 
yet tranquillity nevertheless exists; but is 
not the existence of that tranquillity to be se- 
cured by precisely the same means to which 
the country was indebted for its attainment, 
by the precautionary measures whick formed 
the subject of the present debate? And sure- 
ly itis not unfair or irrational to say, that 
these measure have contributed a large share 
in restoring peace to Ireland, and that they 
will materially tend to preserve that peace 
we have the strongest reasons to believe. 
These is nothing in his Majesty's speech 
that implies an opinion that disaffection did 
no: exist in Ireland ; or that it was not ne- 
cessary to invest the Irish government with 
the extraordinary powers of the bill before 


the house ; on the contrary, such powers 


were deemed essentially necessary, to enable 
that government effectually to repel an in- 
vadcing enemy, and to repress domestic trea- 
son. In announcing the restoration of tran- 
quillity in Ireland, it was very natural for 
the paternal mind of his Majesty to feel, 
and benevolentiy to express a hope that, not- 
withstanding the disaftection that unhappily 
prevailed, his deluded subjects would return 
to their allegiance ; and this bope was, in a 
great degree, justified by the improvement 
which was known to have taken place in the 
public mid in Ireland ; but this improve- 
ment wa™pot such as to induce ministers to 
believe that it would as yet be cate to relax 
the powers of the lrish government, for I 
am still of opinion that a much greater share 
of disaffection at present exists in Ireland, 
than ever did to this country at any of the 
various ‘periods when precautionary mea- 
sures, similar to that under debate, were 
Very properly enacted, and particularly du- 
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ring the right hon. gentleman's connexion 
with the cabinet. That nothing has been 
conveyed by his Majesty’s speech, so often 
referred to, and so unjustly commented upon, 


and that nothing has in any manner come 


from his Majesty's ministers to contravene 
the opinion that a great deal of disaffection 
is to be found in Ireland, which renders 
it necessary to arm the Irish government 
with extraordinary powers, I will most de- 
cidedly maintain ; yet the right hon. gent. 
has charged ministers with holding one 
kind of language at the commencement of 
the session, and another kind to support the 
measure under consideration, with, accord- 
sng to the right hon. gentleman's own 
phrase, ‘ riding fast and locse.” But in 
reply to the remark accusing ministers of 
inconsistency with respect to the statement 
of the rebellion, I must observe, that itis 
greatly exaggerated by the right hou, gen- 
tleman ; that it is by no means so formidae 
ble as this discussion would imply, although 
it is of such a size and magnitude as to justify 
the proceedings of the Irish government, 
and to call on a wise legislature for the as 
sent so promptly given to the grant of pow 
ers which that government thought nects- 
sary for the public safety, and to enable them 
to prevent an evil which, co-operating with 
the aitacks and stratagems of an invading 
enemy, might be productive of incalculable 
mischief. With respect then to the amount 
and extent of the Irish rebellion, I repeat 
that it is very far short of the description 
of the right hon. gentleman, but yet sufi- 
cient to render it the duty of government to 
bring forward the measure betore the ner 
I will seriously ask any man, whether re 
insurrection of the 23d of July, was ahr 
symptom of such a disposition, 4S mig 
break forth, if not closely watched and we 
ed against, by the provisions of such a ca 
sure as the right hon. gentleman oP Pick 
To remove all doubts of the necessity 6 he 
he has questioned, it is enough to re é *s 
right hon. gentleman to the evidence Ny 
the several trials, which display s° iv cts 
the temper of the insurgents, to these ai 
that are quite notorious to the rth . 
to the peculiar circumstances 1 whic vies 
at present placed. After such 4° ety 
who can entertain a doubt of the pre 
of taking immediate and vigorous oun 
to avert the calamities which the ‘ae ine 
things menace. Such indeed was on the 
fluence of those circumstances ri at 0 
minds of those to whom the gee ei the 
Ireland was committed, combin sion of the 
knowledge they had of the es ge house it 
Irish people, that F can assure 
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was matter of doubt with many of those re- 
spectable personages, even before the insur- 
rection of the 23d of July, whether they 
should not state to government here, the 
propriety of recommending to Parliament 
the adoption of precisely the same powers 
and provisions which that insurrection ren- 


dered so essentially necessary, and which 


it is the object of the bill before the house to 
re-enact. I know that the expediency of 
proposing the suspension of the habeas cor- 
us act, previous to the unfortunate event 
in July, was in the contemplation of the 
noble lord who held the seals in that coun- 
try, who had full opportunity of judging 
of the state of the public mind, and who 
cannot be suspected of any _ inclination 
to adopt a measure which would abridge 


| the liberty of the subject, without the con- 


viction of strong necessity—a_ necessity 
which now exists too notoriously to be de- 
nied. The hon. gentlemen do not indeed 
directly deny it, but they cal! tor the forma- 
lity of evidence te prove it. What, can it be 
said, that at this crisis it is not necessary to 
give every possible strength to the executive 
government in Ireland, when it is recollect- 
ed that an enemy, who is ever active in his 


| exertions to annoy us, and who meditates an 
| invasion which, if he means at all to exe- 
| cute, Ireland is his object, and the season is 


now come when he will probably make the 
attempt? Under such circumstances, I will 
put it to the good sense of the House, whe- 
ther there can be any excuse for hesitating to 
accede to the motion in debate, and to give 
to the government of Ire!and all the strength 
that is requisite to enable it to encounter 
with effect the danger with which that coun- 
try is threatened? [ again call upon gentle- 
men to separate in their minds the question 
as to the conduct of the Irish government in 
July, and the policy of assenting to the pre- 
sent measure; and in reply to the calls for a 
Preliminary inquiry into the grounds of ne- 
cessity, I answer, that notoriety, connected 
With the enemy's preparations and avowed 
obects, furnish sufficient grounds to sustain 
the assertion, that circumstances imperiously 
demand such measures as ministers have on 
this occasion submitted to Parliament; and I 
can shew, from a retrospect of the conduct 
of the legislature for the last ten years, that 
hotoriety was held in several instances as a 
sufficient ground to justify the introduction 
of bills to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act, 
and that too in cases which were defended 
by the right hon. gentleman who spoke last, 
and where the notoriety was far from being 
4 strong as that which exists dt present. 
As to the principle of appointing’a Comimit- 
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tee of Inquiry, I perfectly agree in the opi- 
nion of my noble friend (Lord Castlereagh), 
that such appointments should not be made 
on light grounds. ‘The House is bound to 
avoid it, unless the necessity should be ur- 
gent, and unless the result of such inquiry 
should promise to be satisfactory, by fully 
gratifying the just curiosity of the House. 
But, if in the present case a committee of 
inquiry were appointed, it must be a confi- 
dential committee, and it would be quite 
competent to ministers, although with some 
difficulty, to lay before such a committee, 
such materials as would be sufficient to con- 
vince their minds of the necessity which 
called for the measures under consideration ; 
but still the report could not afford to the 
hon. gentlemen, who were so anxious for 
the committee, the satisfaction they seemed 
to desire; for such a report must necessai ily 
be general as to the necessity, before it could 
go into such a specification as the hon. gen- 
tlemen demanded, without revealing the 
coinmunication confidentially made to the 
committee; a communication which would 
lead to the most serious mischief. ‘There is 
in faet no detailed information upon this 
point, which it would not be injurious to 
publish : therefore, there ,is nothing which, 
consistently with prudence, the hon, gentle- 
men could obtain from the report of a com- 
mittee, which they have not already; name- 
ly, a statement in general terms of that nee 
cessity, the pressure of which is quite ma- 
nifest, and from these considerations I shall 
resist the preliminary which the hon. genties 
men wish for previous to giving their assent 
to the motion of my right hon. friend ~ 
With regard to the allusions made to the 
peace of Amiens, as at all tending to pro- 
duce the present state of things, I will ever 
continue to repel the charge which upon that 
ground has so often been levelled at his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, and contend that very dif- 
ferent consequences are deducible from that 
treaty to these which the right hon. gentle- 
man who has just sat down, and his friends, 
are in the habit of ascribing toit. Ministers, 
I am confident, have never had reason to feel 
any regret for the advice which, upon the 
occasion of that treaty, they thought it their 
duty to offer to bis Majesty.—With respect 
to the proposition before the House, I con- 
tend, that none of the objections advanced 
against it are tenable upon sound principles 
of reasoning, or upon precedent; particular- 
ly upon the precedents of late years, when 
the melancholy necessity for similar mea- 
sures has so often occurred.—'There is one 
circumstance I have yet to mention, which, 
in my mind, is worthy of great attention. It 


+= -@~~< 


oe A a a 


. 


a 
_ 


a “5 


—- 
5 
a 


_ — 
— 
es =. 











+ 
if 
*. 

: a 
f 


+ 
i 
4 
ne 
if 
Lika 
“a 


ee es am dae 
eee 


cm 
en 


1043] 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 5.—Zrish Martial Law Bill, 


(1644 


is rather stngular, that in the last session of { with such evils and calamities. The Causes 


parliament, most ef the gentlemen in this 
House belonging to Ircland, gave strong as- 
surances, that the mind and disposition of 
the great mass of the Irish people were'much 
improved and alienated from discontent 
and disaffection. From that opinion, how- 
ever, one gentleman, and one gentleman 
only, dissented ; and it is now but three 
days ago, that the gentleman to whom I al- 
jude, (Mr. J. C. Beresford) took the oppor- 
tunity of correcting his mistake, and de- 
claring that his opinion had undergone a 
complete change; and notwithstanding that 
alteration of sentiment, his observations 
strongly tended to enforce the necessity of the 
present bill. For although he says he is con- 
vinced of the improvement which bas taken 
place in the public mind, yet he urges the 
adaption of this measure, as absolutely ne- 
cessary to preserve the tranquillity of all the 
loyal people of property in Ireland. I beg 
pardon, Sir, for having detained the House 
so long upon a subject, which I could not 
unagine would have experienced so serious 
an opposition; and I have only to state my 
conscientious conviction, that it is indispen- 
sably requisite for the present safety of that 
part of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Wilberforce expressed his opinion 
upon the grand distinction which should be 
made be'ween the civil and military code: 
that there was no ground of doubt why the 
measure should not be carried into effect. In 
ihe organization, breaking out, and progress 
of past Insurrection, he found a complete jus- 
tification for voting in the affirmative. With 
respect to the argument set up bya right 
hon. gentleman, that some grounds should 
be stated to the House, it was only necessary 
for him to remark, that the bill was support- 
ed by the same consiitutional system which 
enabled his Majesty to proclaim martial law, 
and to cal] for the aid of all his subjects in 
case of the enemy's landing. He did not 
coincide in the sentiments of the right hon. 
gentleman, who had argued, that a despotic 
government would be the best of all govern- 
ments, if administered by angels. For his 
own part, he was convinced that the nature 
of despotism was so bad, and tended so much 
to corruption, that he preferred the Pritish 
constitution, administered even as it was, to 
the despotic government of angels. He 
thought the House was called upon to bestow 
the most Serious consideration upon the state 
of Ireland: for it was a melancholy reflec- 
tion, that a country which had been con- 
nected for several hundred years with this, 
enjoying the same benefits, and in possession 
of the same constitution, should be afflicted 





of its distresses were certainly well worthy of 
the mature consideration of the British Pare 
liament. Ee felt himself called upon to 
say, that the wisdom, benevolence, and jus- 
tice of Parliament, cou'd not be more pr. 
gently required. He hoped no temporary 
expedients would be resorted to, but that a 
wise, liberal, and enlarged system cf policy 
would be adopted, which might make the 
people of that country permanently happy. 
Dr. Laurence, after expressing his agize- 
ment with the concluding sentiments of the 
last speaker, vindicated his right hon. friend 
Mr, Windham) from the charge of incon- 
sistency. With regard to the suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, it was a measure of 
a very different nature from the present. 
That was a measure of precaution, this of 
punishment, and of punishment in a manner 
which was looked upon by the constitution 
with peculiar jealousy, It was barely tole- 
rated, never praised. An assertion had been 
made that similar bilis had been passed by 
the United Parliament without enquiry, 
This asser ion was not borne out by the fact, 
He had himself on a former occasion voted 
for the measure, because, from the procle- 
mation, he was led to believe that a neces- 
sity existed Bat, what document was there 
before the House to prove the existence of 
any such necessity at this moment? The evir 
dence, such as it was, led to a contrary Col 
clusion. It was now acknowledged. tat 
the murder of Lord Kilwarden was not the 
effect of a premeditated plan, but had token 
place from his being the first person ¥2° 
was presented to the fury of the mob. Bat 
it was.on the ground of the law being mor 
directly struck at in the person of one of it 
chief administrators, that he had voted for the 
Martial Law Bill. On the other side, a bes 
had been expressed by his Majesty, that . 
deluded subjects were returning to a state oF 
obedience. By one gentleman the oar 
of the necessity had been urged ; by another 
it had been stated, that an invisible ye 
existed. (Lord Castlereagh here gai 
he had not called it an invisible necess!')) : 
had said, that there was a necessily seg 
not visible.) The hon, member pres 
ceeded, to say, that he would leave ; be 
ble lord to explain to the House the dis ef 
tion, and, in compliment to him, wou" ‘ple. 
the term non-visible, instead * Nhe 00 
The necessity was not visible, oe ba 
toriety which had been ages eae was ace 
supposed, not audible. The lata t 4 vpoo 
knowledged, had never been ng that one 
but in, one solitary instance, aD 
instance he would assert, that 3 
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misapplied. It had been directed to the pu- 
nishment of a man who had attempted to se- 


© duce the soldiers from their allegiance; an 


act, which, though perhaps, even more cri- 
minal than open violence, did not come 
within the meaning of the statute. The 
hon. member noticed the assertion made by 
» the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that it had 
' been in the contemplation of some members 
of the Irish government to propose the 
_ enactment of Martial Law previous to the 
| 23d of July, and he contrasted it with the 
| declaration of the right hon. gent. only five 
| days before the insurrection, that there was 
' more loyalty in Ireland than ever, and that 
| tranquillity was perfectly secure. Should a 
) distinct enquiry into the business of the 23d 
» of July ever take place, he hoped the right 
Shon. gentleman would take for his defence, 
} ground a little more tenable than that on 
' which he stood at present. With respect to 
» the measure now before the House, he wish- 
ed the House to consider what had been. the 
policy of our ancestors, when called upon for 
P extraordinary powers, even under circum- 
stances of great danger. In the reign of 

| Edward LI. ministers came to the House 
'tor advice, and stated, that in divers coun- 
ites, cities, and towns, ill-disposed men had 
sleagued together, and sworn, when they 
sshould receive news agreeable to their de- 
/Sires, to rise, to rob and murder their neigh- 
bours, and procure a general insurrection 
throughout the land, ‘This was at a period 
when the King was with his army in France, 
and the news, which was desired by the ill- 
disposed, was no less than the ruin of that 
army, atthe head of which was the Sove- 
feign. In this situation what was done by 
the House of Commons? Did it declare 
emartial law? No. It answered, that if the 
uardians of the peace tere not capable of 
pperforming their duty, they must be rein- 
orced by others more sufficient, and that 

10 persons arrested must be released on bail 

ill they were delivered by persons of suffi- 
lency, and the most respectable of the 
ountry, such as knights and serjeants. This 
ast clause was in effect a mitigated suspen- 
ion of the Habeas Corpus Act. Such was 

he wisdom of our ancestors. Here was no 
©course to mettial law, a sort of law, which, 
ven in its best form, was alien to the con- 
‘tation, But, the martial law they were 
©w called on to sanction, was of an aggra- 
ated nature. It had none of those checks 
pick had been carefully introduced into the 
wpe. law to modify and correct the 
ce of its operation. The learned mem- 

then entered into a view of martial law. 
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took its rise, he said, from the ancient | 


—Trish Martial Law Bilt. Pro 
Courts of Chivalry, and the administration 
of it was originally presided over by a person 
professing the law. Under the Mutiny Bill, 
courts martial were to consist of thirteen 
officers, and one of them was to be a field- 
officer; thus preserving the appearance of a 
judge and jury. The culprit too, was 
entitled to a copy of the proceedings and the 
sentence. In short, there had been always 
an endeavour to make the martial law as 
like the constitutional law as possible. In 
the present instance all these ideas were 
abandoned. Courts martial were allowed to 
be formed by asmaller number of officers, 
than, under the Mutiny Bill, was allowed in 
any part of the British dominions, with the 
exception only of the slave coast and Botany 
Bay, where, trom circumstances, it was im- 
possible to apply the general rule. From 
the first of these places, he was sure one 
hon. member (Mr. Wilberforce,) wou!d not 
be ready to draw any precedent ; and he was 
himself, and he believed the House would 
be, as little disposed to take one from the 
second. It was utterly impossible to assign 
any reason why, In a country like Ireland, 
where solarge an armywas stationed, sosmalla 
number of offices was allowed to forma court 
martial. A want of officers could certainly 
not be pleaded. ‘Lhe learned member then 
urged the impolicy of suffering martial law 
to remain in existence a moment longer than 
was absolutely necessary. ‘To shorten the 
dominion of the sword, and to bring back 
society to its original state, had always been 
the wish of every wise legislator. In the 
opinion of mankind no disgrace attached to 
the memory of those who fell in a state of 
warfare. But very diflerent was the case of 
those who suffered by the operation of the 
laws. A solemn verdict of persons, who 
perhaps, were their neighbours, of men 
without passion or prejudice, established 
their guilt, and their names, were for ever 
branded with ignominy. This was felt by 
one of the leaders of the late insurrection 
(Emmet) when he was taken, and an apo- 
logy was made for his being hurt in the 
struggle, he replied, that every thing was 
fair in war; but when he was sentenced by 
a jury of his countrymen, his feelings were 
very different: conscious of the shame that 
was incurred by his end, he desired that no 
man might write his epitaph. Having en- 
forced, at considerable length, the various 
heads of argument, the hon. member con- 
cluded by expressing his disapprobation of 
the measure now before the House. 

General Loftus considered the bill before 
the House merely as a measure of precati- 
tion, and by no means one upon which the 
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noble lord at the head of the administration 
in Ireland would be disposed to act without 
the most urgent and indispensable necessity. 
He knew that noble lord, and was convinced 
of his disposition, He was a member of the 
Jrish parliament when a similar measure was 
originally enacted. He had the honour also 
of serving as a general on the staff in that 
country, when the noble lord opposite to him 
was chief secretary (Lord Castlereagh) ; and 
he could assure the House, that even then, 
when the country was very generally agita- 
ted by a’ rebellious disposition, martial law 
was only resorted to in those counties or dis- 
tricts where the King’s judges were prevent- 
ed by insurrection from going their regular 
circuits, to carry into effect the common lav 
of the land. The government of Ireland, he 
was well assured, would not resort to it but 
when it was found absolutely necessary for 
the preservation of the state. 

The Atorney General observed, that the 
whole of the hon. and learned gentleman's 
argyumeats were directed against the bill, as 
if it were intended to be carried into adop- 
tion permanently and universally throughout 
freland: whereas it was merely intended to 
be temporary, and only to be acted on in 
such places as those whereiu the ordinary 
process of the Jaw should be impeded; se 
tur, however, from its being a measure sub- 
versive of the common Jaw, or tending to 
supersede generally the ordinary course of 
jusfice, it was in fact solely intended as a 
measure auxiliary to the common law, and 
tending to protect its administration by pro- 
ceeding in the summary process of martial 
law in districts where rebellion or insurrec- 
tion should render the process of the ordi- 
nary law impracticable. He could not avoid 
consideriog the arguments this night offered 
against the adoption of this bill, as very ex- 
traordinary, considering the period at which, 
and the persons from whom, they came, and 
more especially from the right hon. gentle- 
man opposite to him, (Mr. Windham,) who 
was a member of bis Majesty's government, 
when a measure exactly similar to the pre- 
stmt was first introduced, and was himself 
one of its most strenuous advocates and de- 
fenders. The right hon, gentleman, this 
night, was loud and vehement in his repro- 
bation of this bill, and in his declaration, that 
it most undoubtedly was a measure which 
violated the constitution, and ought not to 
pass in the present posture of affairs. He 
remembered, however, when a similar mea- 
sure was proposed during the adnsinistration 
ef the right hon. gentleman; and when it 
was resisted by the opposition of that day, as 
one calculated to exasperate the people of 
Ireland, end to dispose them still more te re- 
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bellion, the right hon. gentleman's language 
was—‘* who is it we are to conciliate? Js it : 
those who are conspiring in rebellion against 4 
us, and against those whom we know to be [Pee 
the loyal supporters and friends of govern J 
meut? In favour of whom is it that we are :; 
called on to relax in exercising the powers ia 
of government? Is it in favour of traitor, I 
to the abandonment of our loyal fellow sub- 
jects?” From this language of the right hon, 
gentleman, upon a former occasion, he beg- 
ged leave to furnish himself with argumens 
this night in support of this bill; and he 
would ask if there was a loyal man this night 
in Ireland, who «oa!d conceive, from the 
passing of this bill, the most slight cause te 
abate in his loyalty and attachment to go- 
vernment; and if, on the contrary, it would 
not be received as an additional pledge te 
every loyal subject, of the care and protection 
of the government. He was clearly of opi- 
nion, that the people of Ireland would not be 
satisfied that parliament had done its duty, 
if it were te separate without passing the 
measure. 

Mr. Windham wished the honourable and 
learned .gentleman to consider, that if he 
meant to expose the opinions of any one, be 
must take care to state them correctly: for 
that otherwise the triumph which he would 
obtain, would be a triumph only over hime 
self. Ie (Mr. W.) had never said, that the 
measure in question, though proper 10 itself, 
ought to be rejected, because it would be 
complained of by those, on whom it ##% 
likely to operate, He had nevtr said, a8 3 
foundation for such an opinion, that i. 
measure in question was propel. On _ 
other hand, he was as little inclined to 8) 
that it was improper. What he es 
of was, that proper or otherwise, the 4° 
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severity of this measure, of which happily 
for you, you cannot judge of the necessity 
by a reference to any thing which passes 
here. No more of the useless detail of the 
outrages and atrocities which have lately 
disgraced that unhappy country; for her 
crimes and her sutferings she has much to 
mourn; but the past cannot be recalled: in 
the name of mercy then, save her from 
again plunging into the guilt of rebellion, 
and incurring its heavy penalties,”—TI per- 
fectly agree with those who consider the re- 
enactment of the present bills as a most ex- 
traordinary exertion of legislative power ; 
such a one, as in the judgiment of a Briton 
may almost appear unconstitutional ; but, 
Sir, the hon. gent. (Mr. Wilberforce) under 
the gallery, has given the true reason, why 
a measure, which in this country would be 
exclaimed against as most severe, becomes 
unfortunately necessary for Ireland; namely, 
that its state is not like that of England: 
no, Sir, there exists between the conditions 
of the two countries a melancholy dissimili- 
tude, and it is only because I fear that the 
sad necessity exists for thus strengthening 
the hands of the executive in that country, 
that I am induced to give my consent to 
the passing of the bills before the House ; I 
do so in the hope, however, in the sanguine 
expectation, that the wisdom and justice of 
the United Parliament towards Ireland, will, 
at length, confer upon her those blessings to 
Which sbe anxiously, and I must be allowed 
to add, justly looks; and that, by devising 
for her a system of extensive and harmoniz- 
ed polity, such as will ensure for the future 
the happiness and tranquillity of that peo- 
ple, a recurrence to such measures as these 
before us, will be rendered unnecessary at 
any fature period. —I will not rake up the 
asues of the dead, for the parpose of accus- 
lug your ancestors of cruelty and impolicy 
iv the system they had adopted towards Ire- 
lend; [ am ready with my countrymen to 
forget our sufferings, and to forgive our op- 
pressors; and I do most solemnly declare, 


that in looking wistfully to the future, I 


have no object but the prosperity of my 
country, and the consolidated strength of the 
empire,—The proper subject for the con- 
sidcraiion of Parliament is speedily to in- 
quire as to what ought to be done to ame- 
liorate the situation of Ireland. It has been 
observed during the debate, that ‘ an im- 
provement had taken place in the public 
mind, and that a better disposition was ra- 
pidly growing up there;” but I caution 
gentlemen not to allow themselves to be de- 
ceived as to the nature of that disposition : 
true, indeed ; it was an ingreasing and im- 

Vou. LV. 
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proving dispotition as against Baonaparté 
and his accursed satellites; but it did not, 
therefore, incline the more favourably to- 
wards a system traly vicious and defective, 
and approved by no honest, thinking man, 
The inhabitants of Ireland, when by the 
Union they joined their fate with that of 
Britain, were, indeed, taught to anticipate 
the blessings, as a noble Jord (Castlereagh) 
has justly observed, which would result from 
such a connexion; but | positively deny, 
that in these their expectations, they have 
been satisfied : on the contrary, they have not 
advanced one step towards their accom- 
plishmeut; it would, therefore, be prepos- 
terous to suppose, and most wicked to at- 
tempt to induce the House to believe, that 
there was a growing disposition of content 
and satisfaction, when there was eycry 
ground for the reverse ; and | implore gen- 
tlemen not to be persuaded into any such 
most dangerous opinion,—We who are de- 
puted on the part of Ireland to assert her 
rights, to uphold her interests, and to en- 
torce her claims, appear amongst you in 
consequence of the most solemn engage- 
ments made to us on the part of your King 
and of the Nation,—I complain of the neg- 
lect and duplicity of the present ministers, 
which, if not calculated to alienate the af- 
fections, have, at least, marred the hopes ; 
but I trust not irrevacably destroyed the 
confidence of the Irish people. I trast it is 
not in the power of those who have proffer 
ed Union to be the cause of separation, 
and having sworn to uphold the throne of 
their Sovereign and Master, they will not, 
1 hope, be suttered by their conduct to en- 
danger the integrity of. his empire, The re- 
sponsibility they have incurred is possibly 
more than they are aware of. They are not 
to compare themselves with any other mi- 
nister who had ever had to advise as to the 
management of Ireland; and should they 
persevere in their neglect and indifference 


‘to the interests of that country, he should 





hope to see them one day at the bar of aro- 
ther house, where the penalties, however 
heavy, which they might incur, would be 
but a poor and inadequate atonement for 
the mischiefs which the prosecution of their 
present system is likely to entail upon the 
United Empire,—I venture to hope, that as 
so many gentlemen have so humanely ad- 
verted to Ireland, and have manifested a 
generous interest in her fate, that the House 
will speedily consider the means of reliev- 


‘ing her; that while they give additional 


strength to the.executiye, they will, at the 
same time, think of adininistering some 
comfort to the people; tor surely it is aot 
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unbecoming the dignity of any govern- 
ment, or the wisdom of any legislature, to 
prove that it combines the power to repress 
rebellion, with the determined disposition 
to remove all ground of complaint and dis- 
satisfaction. Such is the course which any 
good government woald gladly pursue, and 
which ministers, were they ‘actuated by the 
principles of humanity, and an unnarrowed 
attachment to the entire of the empire, they 
would not fail immediately to adopt —The 
question was then put and earried ; the bill 
was read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to-morrow. 

{Bank REsTRICTION BiILL.]—Mr. Sar- 
gent brought up the Report of the Bank of 
ingland Restriction Bill. On reading the 
amendment, which makes the duration of 
the Bill six months after the conclusion of 
peace, 

Sir /Viliam Elford called the attention of 
the House to an important alteration in this 
bill from that of the last year, which took 
piace in a very thin committee on Saturday 
Jast. It was in filling up the blank for the 
duration of the bill, by the insertion of the 
words ‘ six months” after the ratification of 
the Treaty of Peace, instead of “six weeks,” 
which was the time expressed in the last 
bill. He did not mean to oppose the altera- 
tion, but felt it his duty to call the attention 
of the House, as it had been made in so very 
thin a committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer admitted, 
that the alteration alluded to by the hon. 
member, was certainly important; but he 
trusted the House would agree with him that 
it was also necessary. It had been thought 
inconvenient (o make the bill continue only 


for six weeks after peace, because, if that | 


should happen in the recess, and it should 


‘be found inconvenient to allow the Bank to 


pay off in cach so soon afterwards, Parlia- 
ment must assemble for that very purpose; 
whereas, if Parliament should be sitting, and 
six months should appear too'long, the time 
might be shortened, tor there was power to 
vary or repeal the bill atany time, containedin 
the bill itself.—After a few words from Mr. 
Vansittart and Mr. Swann, the amendment 
was'agreedto. The bill was ordered to be 
ingrossed, and read a third time to-morrow, 
it then engrossed. 








HOUSE OF LORDs, 


Tuesday, December 6. 


_ Counsel were heard in continuation, and 
finally, respecting the Scotch A ppeal, Chris- 
tie v. Proudfoot, viz, Messrs, Romilly and | 
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| Nolan, on the part of the’ Respondant, and 


Mr. Adam for the Appellant, io reply.—Af. 
ter the arguinents of Counsel were conclud. 
ed, the Lord Chancellor moved for the Af- 
frmation of the Decree, with 601. costs, 
which was ordered acvordingly.—Lord Wal 
singham moved the first reading of the Sea- 
men's Habeas Corpus Bill, which took place 
accordingly, and afterwards that the bill b 
printed for the ase of their Lordships. Order- 
ed.— Mr. Graham presented at the bar an ac- 
count of the state ofconvictson board the hulks 


| at Woolwich and at Portsmouth, from Christ- 


mas 1802, until Michaelmas Jast.—Mr. lo- 
binson, from the London Wet Docks Com- 


- pany, presented an account of the receipts 


aud disbursemerits of the same for one year, 
being from the Ist of June 1802, to the sist 
of May 1803, both inclusive: and al 0, a 
‘copy of areport of the Roard of Directors 
thereon.— These documents were severly 
ordered to lie on the table, and at six o'clock 
the House adjourned till to-morrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, December 6. 


fMinutes.J—Mr. Graham, Inspector % 
Convicts on the river Thames, presented a 
account of the state of the hulks from 
Christmas to Michaelmas, Ordered to lic 
onthe table.-—Mr. Robinson, from the Lon 
don Dock Company, presented an ac.oult 
of receipts and disbursements, from the st 
of June 1802 to the 31st of May 1803. Or 
dered to lie on the table-—Mr. Jolinsoa 
from the office of the Chief Secretary 1 = 
land, presented an account of the distribu 
tion of the sum of 500,000!. voted last ses 
sion to the Directors of Inland Navigstio" 
in Ireland, and of the ditferent sums grant 
ed to Grand Juries, which were ordered ? 
lie on the table.—Sir F, Burdett brought uP 
the Report of the Committee on the ion 
tion of the Parish of St. Pancras, hve 
was read and agreed to, anda bill orc pt 
—The Secretary at War appeared at -. " 
and stated, that he was commanded 7 
Majesty to acquaint the House, that Na sae 
jesty had caused Major-General we 
Christie Burton to be put under ee 
for a breach of military discipline.—| cp 
moved, that an humble Address be se oe 
ed to his Majesty, thanking his aguit os 
his most gracious communication, 1" 
his tender regard for the privileges ©. 
House. Ordered.—Mr. oes Se ‘ay, 
moved, in pursuance of an order © sities 
that the House should go into a Com Rill. 
ou the Irish Habeas Corpus ai a 
The bill'haying gone through the com”. 
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the report was brought up, and ordered to 
be received to-morrow.—Mr. Secretary 
Yorke moved also, that the House do go into 
«a Committee on the Irish Martial Law Lill. 


The House having accordingly resoived into 


the committee, and the clauses having been 
filled up, the report was brought up, and 


| ordered to be received to-morrow.—The Re- 
4 port of the Cornmittee of Supply of yester- 
| day onthe Transport Service, &c. was brought 
© up, and the Resolutions read, and agreed to. 
© —The Indemnity Bill,’ after a c™use was 
received into it, on the motion of Mr. Corry, 
© extending the provisions to Ireland, past a 


Committee of the whole House, and the 


) report was ordered to be received to-mor- 
F row morning.—The Irish Sugar Bounty Bill 
'awwent through the same stage.—The Bill to 


prohibit Distillation from Oats in Ireland 


was read a first time, and ordered to be read 
Fa second time to-morrow ~—<As also the Por- 


tugal Wine Bonding Duty Bill.—The Bank 


of England Restriction Bill was read a third 
Ptime and past——The Malt Duty Bill was 
| read asecond time, and ordered to be com- 
| mitted to a Committce of the whole House 
S to-morrow morning. 


The Irish Small 
Nate Suspension Bill went through the 
same progress. ——The Five Miilion Exche- 





E quer Loan Bill went also through the same 





prdgress. The Irish Corn, Potatoe, and 


| Provision Bills, in like manner, past the 


As did alsotbe Curates’ Re- 





? to6us 
same Shave ; 


Plief Bill, and the English Sugar Drawback 
P Bill. 


(IntsH BANK RESTRICTION BILU.|—Mr, 
Corry moved the order of the day for the se- 
cond reading of the Irish Bank Restriction 
Bill; and on the motion that the bill be now 
read a second time, 

Lord Archibald Hamilton rose. He said, 
he did not see any reason why the restriction 
of payments in specie should be continued, 
either on the Bank of England or Ireland, to 
the protracted period of six months after the 
ratification of the preliminaries of peace. 
Jt must be obvious, his lordship thought, to 
every person, that the paper currency of Ire- 
land was already carried to an alarming ex- 
tent. It was his intention, he said, to move 
in the committee, that there should be a re- 
striction of paper circulation in Ireland, and 
that the Directors of that Bank should be 
made responsible for the issues they should 
make, 

Mr. Corry, in reply to the noble lord, ad- 
mitted that it was, no doubt, a subject of re- 
gret, that the paper currency of Ireland was 
carried to such anextent. He was ready to 
admit this; but, at the same time, he thought 


the noble lord had better delay any motion 


6. Trish Bank Restriction Bill. 
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of that kind till a more advanced period of 


the session. Many of the members frona 
Ireland were now absent, being engaged on 
account of the peculiarity of the times, and 
of the situation of their native country, in 
their military avocations. ‘Their absence, 
from such ostensible and laudable motives, 
would be readily admitted by every man as 
highly to their honour. He had no objec- 
tion that this subject should be brought be- 
fore the House ; but he thought it was only 
fair, that a discussion of this kind should not 
be entered inta in the absence of those gen- 
tlemen, who were most concerned, and who 
were most likely to understand the subject. 
It was probable that, after the recess, many 
of the Irish members would be able to attend 
the House. The hon. gentleman, proposed, 
therefore, to refer the business till a distant 
period, when such gentlemen might be pre- 
sent, and when accounts might be produced 
for that purpo.e. The hon, gentleman also, 
he said, would be enabled by such a delay 
to make up his mind upon the subject.— He 
concluded by moving, that the bill be com- 
mitted toa Committee of the whole House} 
on Monday, the 13th of February.—Agreed 
{o. 

fOrper For Cox. Grant's atrTEene 
pance.|—Colonel /. VY. Grant, who, on 
account of his absence on the Waterford 
Committee, had been ordered to attend in 
his place to-morrow, ‘rose, and expressed his 
regret thit he had given any trouble to the 
House. He stated, that it had been his ine 
tention, notwithstanding his military avoca- 
tions, to attend, if absolutely necessary, on 
his duties connected with that House. From 
corresponding, however, with a friend in 
London, he.was led to understand, that elec- 
tion committees were necessarily dissolved 
at the termination of the session, and that 
consequently his attendance on the Water- 
ford Committee was no longer necessary, 
The failure of duty of which he had been 
guilty had arisen from this misapprehension, 
and not from any intention to transgress the 
regulations of the House. The moment, he 
said, he had received the order of that House 
for his attendance, he had set out from Dune 
dee, where his regiment was now stationed, 
and where it would be necessary for him to 
return immediately. His military duties were 
of an imperious nature, He relied, there- 
fore, on the indulgence of the House, and 
hoped they would attribute his absence, not 
to any want of respect for the House, or to 
any tendency to neglect his duty, but to the 
misapprehensions he had already stated, aud 
the imperious commands of military duty. 

The Speaker stated, that it was usual, in 
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such cases for the House to say whether 
they were satisfied with the apology or not, 
and then either to discharge the gentleman 
from attendance on the committee, if satis- 
fied; or, if not satisfied with the gentleman’s 
apology, the House would order his atten- 
dance to-morrow, as formerly. 

Mr. Plumer rose and moved, “ that, in 
consequence of the hon. gentleman’s apo- 
logy, the order for his atiendance to-morrow 
be discharged.”"———-The motion was agreed 
to, and the order was discharged accord- 
ingly. Colonel Grant returned his sin- 
cere thanks to the House for their indul- 
sence, 

[Easr Inpia sonns. ]—Lord Castlereagh 
moved the order of the day, for the House to 
resolve itself into a committee on the bill for 
regulating the rate of interest on the bonds 
issued by the East India Company. On the 
motion, that the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, 

Mr. Dent rose, not to oppose the commit- 
tal of the bill, but to cai] the attention of the 
House to the principal feature of it, which 
he considered rather extraordinary, as giving 
an indulgence to the East India Company, 
which he thought extremely partial, and one 
from which every individual and corporate 
body in this kingdom, was precluded. A few 
nights since, the hon. Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, In answer to a question put to bim by 
an hon. member on his side of the House, 
respecting the tax on property and income, 
amongst other things had deciared it to be 
the intention of government, to go through 
with the assessment of the tax, during the 
present year, in the manner prescribed by the 
existing bill. Now the present bill intro- 
duced by the noble lord, was caleulaied to 
affect, by a side wind, an exemption of the 
bonds of the India Company from the law 
to which every other species of public stock 
was liable; and, consequently, to give those 
bonds a considerable advantage at market, 
over Exchequer Bills and every other species 
of stock; for the whole of the interest pay- 
able on Exchequer Bills, amounted to 
5\. Os. 3d. per cent. per ann. payable year- 
Jy, and he could see no reason why av ex- 
emption should be extended to India Bonds, 
which would give them a preference at mar- 
Ket over Exchequer Bills, seeing that they 
engaged a preference by the interest thereon 
being paid half-yearly. At least, if such an 
exemption as this was given to the public 
funds of the India Company, with a privi- 
lege of borrowing at such an extraordinary 
advance of interest, he could see no right in 


precluding other corporations from a similar 
advantage, 


| 
| 
| 
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Lord Castlereagh rose, and, in answer to 
that part of Mr. Dent’s speech which refer. 
red to the Income Tax, said, that the decla- 
ration of his hon. friend neither had, nor 
cught to have, any reference to the affairs 
of the East-India Company ; and he trusted 
that the-House would rot consider, at the 
present crisis, that any regulations which his 
Majesty’s ministers might deem necessary 
in assessing the Income Tax upon the pro- 
perty of individuals, ought to stand in the 
vay of an important and necessary regula- 
tion, most materially interesting to the funds 
of a great commercial company, with the 
success of whose concerns the public reve- 
nues of this country were so deeply interest- 
ed. He begged to call the attention of the 
House to the annual amount of the revenue 
paid to this country by the East-Iadia 
Company, amounting, on an average, to 
£3,226,000 annually; and he trusted the 
House would feel too sensibly the import- 
ance of that concern which the country 
rnust have in the welfare of a compan) 
yielding such impcrtant aid to the state, to 
refuse, on light or-trivial grounds, its assent 
to such regulations in the mavagement of 
their fonds and capital, as should be abso- 
lutely necessary to carry on their commer: 
cial concerns, wnder the present circum 
stances of the empire, without material ¢> 
advantoge: for it was the province of the 
East-India Company, even under all te 
vicissitudes and disadvantages of war, '0 
promote the commercial prosperity ol U 
country in the most distant quartets of the 
globe ; and this was not to be done une 
they were enabled to keep a certain qualy 
tity of their funds afloat, and prevent them 
from returning back to their treasury, W27° 
by their capital would be miost materia J 
diminished, and their means of trace cci- 
sequently cramped, This could only ae 
fected by enabling them so to regulate te! 
rates of interest, as to maintain that respe™ 
tability to their bonds, at market, he 
would prevent a decided preference of “The 
funds, to the depreciation of thevs. sae 
hon. member had said, that the bonds 4 
the company stood in no need of pe wi 
for that they at present-enjoyed an 4 pt 
tage at market over Exchequer Bills, ve 
count of their interest being payable 
yearly. The fact, however, was 5 one 
for Exchequer Bills were now at @ pret, 
of one shilling above par, ical 
Bonds were at a discount of two i oie 
The noble Jord then went gener sl any, 
some financial statements of the 2 P hat 
in support of the bill: and conten ts 
the increase of interest on their bo? 
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necessary to give them currency abroad, 
He concluded by expressing a hope that the 
House would not refuse this indulgence to 
a great trading company, in whom the re- 
venue and the state were so materially con- 
cerned, 

Mr. Johnson said, the statement of the 
noble lord this night was in perfect consis- 
tency with the conduct adopted nniformly 


E by him respecting the ceftairs of the com- 


vane 


Pa 


pany. In the last session, he amused the 
House with a pompous statement of the 
flourishing siteation of their finances, and 
the brillant prospects of their prosperity : 
but what is the first ilastration the noble 
Jord gives in this session? Why, a new plea 
of embarrassment, and anew appeal to the 
indulgence of the House, for the privilege 
of borrowing money, to answer their exi- 
gencies, at a much higher interest than any 
other corporate body, or individual in this 
country, dares venture to offer, Such was 
the conduct he should ever expect from the 
noble lord, so Jong as he piesided over the 
conduct of India afiairs; ever complaining 
of existing embarrassments, and ever hold- 
Ing out specious promises of future pros- 
perity. 

Mr. Vansittart said, that the present bill 
purported no more than a temporary relief 
to the India Company, from a species of 
embarrassment which in time of war must 
more or less aflect all borrowers, public or 
private. The government of the country, 
at such times, aiways fil'ed up its loans up- 
On worse terms than were to be had in 
times of peace; and no company or indivi- 
dual could expect to be exempt trom simi- 
lar disadvantages: there was nothing, there- 
fore, unreasonable, or untair, in this mode 
of enabling the India Company to meet the 
terms upon which only their demands could 
be supplied. ‘ 

Mr. Charles Grant said, the object of the 
bill was not to place the company in a bet- 
ter situation, bat to prevent it from being 
placed in a worse situation. India bonds 
were coming in every day to be paid, and if 
the Property Tax was to be deducted at the 
India-House in fractional parts, according 
to the number of weeks and days upon 
which it might be necessary to calculate, it 
would create endless confusion and embar- 
Fassment, and must tend to depreciate the 
bonds. 

Mr. William Dundas also supported the 
bill; and denied there was any truth in the 
argoments of the hon. gent. opposite him 
(Mr. Johnson), that there was any proof in 
this bill of any embarrassment in the cir- 
Canustances of the East-India Company, or 
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any thine which could found a fair opinion 
against their prosperity. —After some further 
conversation, the question was put and car- 
ried, and the House having resolved itself 
into a Committee upon the bi'l, went 
through the same, and it was ordered to be 
reported to-morrow. 





oe _—- - - eee 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, December 7. 

Lord Hawkesbury presented the papers 
relative ta the ¢ onvention entered into be- 
tween Great-Britain and Sweden, on the 
25th July, which were laid upon the table. 
—The Seamen's Desertion Bill was read a 
second time, and conimitted for to-morrow. 
—The Bank Restriction Bil was brought 
up from the Commons, read a first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 


>. 





——— 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, December 7. 

{Minures.]—Sir John Newport, return- 
ed by the Committee member for Water- 
ford instead of Mr. Alcock, took the oaths 
and his seat.—A private petition was brought 
up respecting the widening of the Canter- 
bary Road. Ordered to lie on the tabie.- 
Mr. C. I. Dandas brought up the report 
of the Waterford Committee, which stated, 
that the Committee had found the election 
of Mr. Alcock illegal and defective, and 
that consequently they had declared Sic 

John Newport the legal member.— Mr, C, 

.. Dundas also in pursuance of this report 
moved, that the Deputy Clerk of the Crown 
be ordered to attend to-morrow morning, 
in order to erase the name of Mr. Alcock, 
and alter the election. Ordered.—Mr. Sar- 
geut brought up the report of the Qualifica- 

tion Indemnity Bill. Ordered to be read a 

third time to-morrow.—Mr, Corry moved 

the order of the day for a Committee of the 
whole House on the Irish Sugar Drawback 

Bill. The alterations adopted by the Com- 

mittee were purely verbal.—The House be- 

ing resumed the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow,—Mr. Corry moved the 
order of the day for the Irish Distillery Bill. 

It was read a second time, and ordered to 

be committed to-morrow.—Mr. Corry mov- 

ed the order of the day for a Committee cf 
the whole House on the Irish Promissory 

Note Bill. The House having resumed, the 

report was ordered to be received to-imor- 

row.—Mr. Corry moved the order of the 
day for a Committee of the whole House on 
the Irish Provision Bill. The House hav- 
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ing resumed, the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow.—Mr. Corry moved the 


order of the day for the second reading of | 


the Irish Proclamation Indemnity Bull. It 
was read a second time accordingly, and 
ordered to be committed te-morrow.—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke brought up the report of 
the Trish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, 
waich was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow.— Mr. Hobhouse brought up the 
report of the East-India Bonds Bill, Order- 
ed to be read a third time to-morrow.— 
The Malt Duty Bill was passed through a 
Committee, and was ordered to be reported 
to-morrow.—Mr. J. C. Berestord gave no- 
tice that he would to-morrow move for 
leave to bring in a bill to regulate the sale 
of corn in the City ef Dublin.—Upon the 
motion for the committal ef the Curate’s 
Residence Bill, a few observations were 
made by different hon. members, in the 
course of which the \ hancellor of the Ex- 
cheqner observed, that most piabably all 
the bills which were in such a state of for- 
wardness would be read a third time on Fri- 
day next.—The Curate’s Relief Bill passed 
through a Committee, and was ordered to be 
reported to-morrow.—Accounts were ordered 
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to be laid before the House of the sums of 


yooney which have been issped to his Ma- 


jesty by Parliament pursuant to addresses of | 


the House, and which had not as yet been 
made good.—The Wire Bonding Bill was 
read a second time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to-morrow.—The Five Million Loan 
Bill, the Expiring Laws Bill, and the Sugar 
Drawback Bill, were committed, aud order- 
ed to be reported to-morrow. 


{(Iniseh Martirar Law Brov.} — Mr. 
Hawthorn then brought up the report of the 
committee on the bill for continuing Mar- 
tial Law io Ireland. ‘The report being read, 

Nir. Wilberforce said, it was not his in- 
tention to trouble the house with any long 


or minute discussion. With regard to the 
necessity of the measnre now before the 
house, he believed there could be only one 
opinion. He rose, not to oppose the mea- 
sure nor to deny its necessity, for he was of 
opinion that such a measure was really ne- 
cessary in the present circumstances of Jre- 
iend, and that it had been suggested by the 
im perious dictates of necessity alene. The 
enly difference that existed between him 
and the framers of the bill, was in regard 
to the mode of carrying it into execution.— 
He did nat wish to trouble the house, but 
he wished to propose some amendment in 
regard to the constitution of those courts 
martial to which the bill alluded. He 
thought, unless in a case of the most impe~ 


j 





[1666 


rious necessity, and suggested by the strong. 
est reasons of expediency, no court martial 
ought to be permitted to sit in such instances 
which was not composed of seven members 
at least. Jf circumstances unhappily re- 
quired the interference of such courts, it 
ought to be an object with the legislature to 
invest them with as much wisdom and deli. 
berative justice as the nature of the case 
would possibly admit.’ The number con- 
stituting such courts, he thought, ought ne- 
ver to be more than thirteen nor less than 
seven. There was not less danger from too 
many than from too few, in the determina- 
tion of such cases as might come before 
them. The age of individuals composing 
those courts, he thought also, ought to be 
particulariy attended to, It was well known, 
that in the army there were many young 
men officers, who had not arrived at that 
age which the laws of the country have 
wisely fixed as necessary to enable a mano 
have the conduct of his own private aflat’s 
And could it for « moment be thought pru- 
dent that we should entrast the lives of our 
fellow citizens to men whom the laws of the 
court'y had judged incompetent to the mia- 
nagement ot their own private afiairs? He 
thought it was indispensably necessary tha 
the legislature should provice that no minor, 
that no man under ihe legal age, should be 
permitted to sit in any such courts marta. 
The measure, he allowed, was necesse!); 
but it ought ¢o be the care of that house to 
appear reluctant to deylate in any degree 
from the ordinary exercise of the Jaws: 
they ought to appear scrupulous in the adop: 
tion of any harsh or severe measure, and . 
remove as much as possibje from its moms 
execution the appearance of all wnat 
injustice, or severity. ‘This he coke 
might be done by the provisions whic ot 
wished to propose as an amendment. “1 
could not conceive that these seta 
would render the measure in any shape he 
effectual. Did he apprehend this ee : 
consequence, he would be the last! ae 
propose them. He knew, indeed, ae fagee 
that the government of Ireland wou pe 
wish to exercise any authority et em 
hands, with greater severity than.the 3 
cy of circumstances might regen his, he, 
while he was perfectly conscious x iegisle 
at the same time, wished that the \ for 
ture should not trust to any — mets 
the upright or lenient execution ak theif 
sure; but should prescribe to What is the 
duty by the letter of the law.— 
circumstance, the hon. gent. 

endears the trial by jury t° aot 


this countcy ?. . Js not eyery mem 
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jury liable to be reduced to the same cir- 
cumstances of the person standing charged 
before him? Is there not a sympathy sub- 
sisting hetween the jurors and the persons 
whom they try—a sympathy that gives con- 
filence to every man, that, if he has justice 
and equity on his side, it is the interest 
and congenial to the feelings of the jury to 
acquit him? In an ordinary court martial 
also, the officers composing that court mar- 
tial were called to the trial of men of their 
own character and profession—men who had 
been similar to themselves, and to whose 
circumstences they were uncertain but they 
themselves might likewise, at some future 
period, be reduced. Here also there existed 
that sympathy and fellow feeling which ope- 
rated in favour of the person to be tried. 
Bat the circumstances of a court martial 
trying criminals aceused of rebellion were 
very different. The persons brought before 
them had different interests, and would 
seem to be almost of a different species, 
From the circumstances of a country in 
such a situation, they were too apt to meet 
their victims with anger and passion, which 
must ever be hostile to the deliberative mea- 
sures either of justice or mercy. ‘They feel 
too great an interest as a party to listen with 
that partiality which ought always to be ex- 
tended to the unfortunate If such would 
naturally be the case with almost all men in 


» such circumstances, how much more ought 


os WP + ‘ «A , . > ’ . ° 
the house to guard against the passions ot 


prejudices of rash, unthioking, or unfeeling 
youth, 
the amendment he proposed to make might 


In some instances he was aware 


be attended with difficalty; but the lord 
lieutenant, he thought, might in such in- 
stances have a discretionary power. In times 
such as the present we ought to place some 
confidence in the government, particularly 
in cases where the letter of the law could 
not with so much advantage be enforced.— 
The hon. gent. concluded with stating, that 
in his opinion such courts martial as the bill 


® alluded to, should fot consist of more than 





thirteen, nor of less than seven, and that 
None under age should be admitted to sit in 
those courts. = 

The Speaker stated, that the object of 
the hon. gent. could only be obtained by 
moving a separate and distinct clause to be 


| introduced into the bill. 


Mr. Wilberforce accordingly made out the 
clause at the table, and read it to the house. 
On the question being put that the clause be 
brought up, 

Colonel Wood said, he had no objection 
to the amendment proposed by the hon. 
g*ot. but rather than give any discretionary 
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power to the lord-lieutenant, he thought it 
would be more eligible to dispense with the 
number seven proposed by the hon. gent., 
and admit five as the smallest number that 
should constitute a court martial. He was 
inclined to be jealous in conceding discre- 
tionary powers to government that were not 
absolutely necessary.——-The clause was 
brought up and read a first time. On the 
question being put that it saould be read a 
second time, 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that he 
could not agree entirely with the hon. gen- 
tleman who had proposed the amendment, 
though he was ready to give him full credit 
for the sincerity of his intentions. His 
great objection was, and he thought it- must 
occur to every person, that this amendment 
was inconsistent with the original spirit of 
the measure proposed by the bill. The bil 
was of such anature as could only be war- 
ranted by necessity. If there was no ne- 
cessity for the measure, it would be better 
to discharge the bill entirely ; but if the 
measure was thought necessary, which the 
hon. gent. fully admitted, such an amend- 
ment as he proposed would entirely deteat 
its object. Were it possib'e for regular 
courts to sit, or for legal juries to be as- 
sembled, there would be no occasion for 
such a measure ; but neither regular courts 
nor legal juries could meet with safety to 
themselves in the present circumstances of 
the country, and it was for this reason only 
that the measure was brought torward. Was 
it poss ble, the right hon. gent. a-ked, that 
any court in the very heart of rebellion 
could previously go through any tedious 
process to ascertain the particular qualifica- 
tions of its members, or would it be proper 
that every oflicér, in order to ascertain his 
age, should carry a ceriifieatein his pocket? 
The principle on which the hon. gent. pro- 
ceeded would go entirely to prevent, in 
many instances, the assembling of any 
court together, and at times too when it 
might be most necessary. ‘Lhe right hon, 
Secretary concluded by stating that, if the 
bill. is at all necessary, it ought to pass as 
it is, and if not necessary it onght to be 
entirely dismissed; but the amendment, it 
was obvious, would go to defeat its object, 

Mr. Windham thought that-no restrictions 
of the kind the amendment weat to establish 
ought to be introduced in courts martia). 
If he were to state his objection to courts of 
this description, h2 would say that they were 
not so competent as others. But this ob- 
jection referred entirely to that degree of 
judgment which men of such hanits and 
pursuits were likely to exercise. The great 
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criterion to be sought for in courts, to which 
either the lives, the properties, orthe pri- 
vileges of men were to be tried, was judg- 
ment. But the hon. gentieman had not 
founded any of his reasons of amendment 
upon this broad and ostensible principle. 
He had objected to the general constitution 
of courts martial on the score of sympathy. 
It was not probable that any of those gentle- 
men composing a court martial would ever 
be reduced to the melancholy circumstances 
of those brought before them for trial. If 
this objection on the score of sympathy and 
feeling had any weight, it would militate 
equally against all courts martial. Did not 
courts Martial try private soldiers as weli as 
their brother officers, and would the hon. 
gent. say that officers could have that sort of 
sympathy with private soldiers which he was 
disposed to derive from an idea of a probabi- 
lity of being involved in similar circumstaa- 
ces ? The truth was, tbat here there was no 
such sympathy as the bon. gent. pleaced for ; 
and would he or any other gentieman say 
that that house ought to be more tender of 
the lives of rebels in Ireland, than of the 
lives of private soldicrs who formed the 
strength and defence of the country? and 
yet the hon. gentleman’s motion went to 
shew that where we neglecied the interests 
of the private soldier, we should be anxious 
to provide for the safety of rebellion. But 
the hon. gent. was apprehensive of the rash- 
ness and undiseriminating judgment of such 
officers as were under ace. For his own 
part if any want of fecling was to be ap- 
preceuded, it was not, he thought, from 
young men warm with all the feclings, and 
all the sympathies of youth. If any such 
danger was to be apprehended, it was from 
men rather grown old io the prejudices and 
passions ofa party 5. it was froml men who 
had grown callous by Jong habits of severity. 
The right hon. gentleman couciuded by 
saying, that in regard to the principle or 
necessity of the bill, he was pot at present 
called upon to give his opinion, He could 
not say it was necessary, and he was net 
prepared to say that it was unnecessary. 
But at all events if the bill was necessary, 
the amendment went in a great measure to 
defeat its object, and was besides’ founded 
on a principle that militated agaiast courts 
martial of every description. 

Mr. Wilberforce, in explanation, said, he 
did not mean to cast any reflection on the 
integrity of young officers; but he thought 
they wanted steadiness, and the right hon. 

tleman confirmed the opinion, wlien he 


spoke of the warmth of their feelings, That 
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warmth may incline one way as much a; 
another. 

Dr. Laurence disapproved of the clause; 
the remedy was net such as should be dpe 
plied. When the general measure was be 
fore the house, his object had been to reader 
couris martial as like as possible to those 
under the muiny act. The president, under 
that act, should be a field officer, and age 
and experience were secured by th 
He did not see why the same regulation 
should not hoid in the present instance, nor 
why the courts should not consist cf the 
saine number of officers as in ali other pacts 
of his Majesty's dominions, except two places, 
where circumstances did not permit it. The 
number of troops in Ireland afforded every 
facility, and it was the more necessary to have 
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ed to nothin: 
human iofrapity ; and if it was to be regard. 
ed, we conld uot have a judge or jurot 
against whom objections could not be mae. 
Hiis ebjection was to the predmble, whici 
took so wide a range, that robbing a hin 
roost might be construed into an act of I 
bellion. The hon. gentleman had observed 
on a former night, that angels cou'd nol be 
trusted with arbitrary power: his presen 
opinion went to say, that after twenty-one 4 
lost its corruptive nature. 

Lord Archibald Hamiiton said, there #?- 
peared to him to be two reasons held aaa i 
roting the present measure; one Was, ™ 
late insurrection in Dublin. If the hope ex 
pressed in his Niajesty’s speech, and on or 
dress in answer to it, was to be relied 09, é 
Was a measure of precaution. sh ose 
against what? Wasit against ene me | 
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people against the government: eo 
were to exercise his own understancns,, 
fear, or against danger, but against the we 
fidence and hope expressed by bis Pe aad 
ministers, bearing in mind the $a‘ el 
calamitous consequences which ae a 
this measure when it first passed, Sait 
not approve of the continuance # cad 
he wished to give it this rene pth 
his disapprobation. The ques:10? nectidlh 
the clause was negatived. On the q ro 
that the bill be read a third time em the 
Admiral Berkeley rose, not 0 ih no 
bill, though bis Majesty's minis 5. yot 
satisfactory reason why 1t shou : a 
to give notice that he sheuld o 
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day, the earliest he could after the recess, 
move for the production of certain papers, 
which he hoped would clear away the im- 
putation which, from something that had 
been said on a former night, now very un- 
justly rested on the character of the late 
commander in chief in [Ireland (General lox). 

Thte Chancellor of the Exchequer called 
on the hon. admiral to state. 

Admiral Berkeley said, he alluded to what 
the chancellor of the exchequer_said, ‘ that 
the commander in chief had early intelligence 
of the intended insurrection on the 23d 
July.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied 
having used these words, A gentleman, 
who spoke in the early part of the debate on 
the night he alluded to (Mr. W. Elliot) hav- 
ing said, that no instructions had been given 
to the commander in chief, no communica- 
tion made to the lord mayor; he had said, 
that instructions had been given to the lord 
mayor through the shperintending magis- 
trate, a police officer well known to the hon. 
gentleman. He took the earliest opportu- 
nity of declaring, that he had not the most 
distant idea of casting any imputation on the 
officer alluded to, nor had he heard, except 
from the hon. gentleman, that there was the 
smallest idea that any imputation was sup- 
posed to exist. He was sure, that whenever 
the conduct of the late commander in chief 
in Ireland, came to be considered, it would 
be found as free from blame, and as credit- 
able to that deserving officer, as any other 
part of the conduct of the Irish government 
was, to the general credit which the con- 
duct of that government bad obtained, 

Admiral Berkeley.—The right hon. gen- 
tleman bas mistaken me. I did not mean 
to say, that I conceived any imputation 
against that meritorious officer from the 
words that he spoke: yet, I do think, they 
conveyed an aspersion. Ths hon. officer 
himself thinks so; nor is he the only person 
who does think so. The right hon. gentle- 
man said, that early intelligence was sent to 
the commander in chief. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—What 
I said was, that information had been sent, 
at an early hour, to the superintending ma- 
gistrate, 

Mr. J. C. Beresford observed, that to any 
gentleman acquainted with Dublin, it could 
vot appear at all surprising, that the insur- 
tection of the 23d of July should happen 
(even if such had been the case) without the 
Knowledge of government or the commander 
ta chief. It took place in the most obscure 
of Bo theo arang only through three 
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streets, and was put down in one hour, He 
also observed, that the night was remarkably 
dark. From these circumstances, the hon, 
member inferred, that this disturbance might 
have occurred without the knowledge of the 
civil government or the commander in chief ; 
without attaching any blame to either, for 
neglect of duty or inattention, 

Mr. T. Grenville not having before taken 
any part in the discussion of the measure be- 
fore the House, did not mean to oppose it in 
the stage to which it had arrived; nor should 
he have, on this occasion, troubled the House 
with any observations, if some expressions, 
which had fallen from the right hon. secre- 
tary, had not compelled him to it, in order 
to exclude himself from that general convic- 
tion of the necessity of the measure which 
had been said to exist. He should not take 
up the time of the House, by entering into an 
inquiry whether the measure were necessary 
or not? but he would contend, that trom 
the information which his Majesty’s minis- 
ters had thought proper to give, no inference 
could be drawn of the existence of that ne- 
cessity. When his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Windham), on the first introduction of the 
measure, had applied for a short delay, in 
order that information might be laid before 
the House, his application had been rejected 
oo the ground that the smallest delay would 
be dangerous in the then existing circam- 
stances. Though he was not in the House 
himself on that occasion, he was at the time 
fully sensible of the justice of the application, 
but whatever argument might bave applicd 
in that instance against delay, there could 
be none to apply in the present. ‘The two 
bills now in their stages through the 
House, would not expire till six weeks 
after the commencement of the present 
session, The session had commenced on 
the 22d of November, and the bills 
would of course not expire till the Ist or 
2d of January. He therefore put it to the 
House, what possible argument could be 
used against.a short delay, until such ine 
formation should be communicated to the 
House, either by the report of an open or 
secret committee, as should justify the adop- 
tion-of such strong measures, It had been 
more than once his lot to complain of the 
conduct of his Majesty's minisiers, in bring- 
ing forward measures of great importance, 
without laying sufficient information before 
the Hoves ; and he took this epportunity of 
protesting against the mayner in which the 
two bills betore the House had beén intro- 
duced. There was another circumstance 
too that should weigh with parliament,’ and’ 
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which materially affected the spirit of the 
constitution : he meant the operation of such 
a course of proceeding in the legislative 
union, Since the passing of that measure, 
it had become more than ever the duty of 
his Majesty's ministers to shew to the peo- 
ple of Ireland, that every measure involv- 
ing their interests, not only claimed but re- 
ceived as much discussion and attention as 
it would, if their owa legislature still con- 
tinued to assemble. It was particularly 
their duty toavoid giving the slightest ground 
of suspicion, or suffering any one to fancy that 
the affairs of that country were, not fully 
attended to. He did not mean to oppose the 
completion of the two bills before the House, 
though, if he were to follow the example of 
other gentlemen, in staring the ground of 
his private opinion, he should feel em- 
barrassed, and considerable difficulty in 
making up his mind on the subject. 
The House had no documents to ascertain 
whether the measure were the wisest or most 
proper for !reland; they had no official in- 
formation whether the situation of that coun- 
try was such as to require coercive measures; 
they hid no ground on which to rest their 
proceedings, but the language of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers, that language genera'ly vary- 


ing, aud always changing. He meant no- 
thing ungracious to his Majesty's ministers 
individually, but, asa member of Parliament, 
he was bound to speak his sentiments open- 
ly, and say, he could have no confidence in 
their administration, neither in the wisdom 
of their measures, nor in the activity with 


which they executed them. The hon. gen- 
tleman entered here into a train of severe 
comments on the conduct of ministers, and 
oo their incapacity. He then adverted to 
the manner in which the notice of his hon. 
triend (Admiral Berkeley) had been so 
quickly commented on by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. He had expected teat his 
hon. friend's observations would have met 
with a very different reception. That chal 
lenge which ministers had on a former day 
given, when they deprecated a discussion by a 
side wind, they now had an opportunity of 
deciding by the proposition of the hon. Ad- 
miral respecting his hon, relation; and the 
more the House investigated the conduct of 
Ministers, the more fully would they discharge 
aeir duty. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke did not intend to fol- 
low the hon, member through the aesils of 
his speech, because nothing that had fallen 
from him appeared to him to require an an- 
swer He was anxious, however, to say a 
few words, which he had not before an op- 
pertunity of doing, on the observations of the 
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hon. Admiral. The hon. Admiral had given 


notice of a motion for certain papers, in con- 
sequence of an aspersion which he conceiy- 
ed to be thrown on the character of an ho- 
nourable relations His right hon. friend, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had dis- 
tinctly stated, in answer to the hon. Adypiral, 
that no such aspersion had been meant, ether 
by himself, or any o:her member of govern- 
ment; and had correctly repeated the Jan- 
guage he had used on the occasion. The 
rigit hon, Secretary here re-stated what the 
Chancellor of the Excheguer hed before 
stated in expianation, and insisted that no 
direct nor implied asnersion was contained in 
the terms used. VW hatever condict the 
hon. Admiral should think proper to observe, 
would be for himself to determine; but af- 
ter what had passed, he must bring forward 
his motion, n t in consequence of any asper- 
sion on the hon. General, for whom he felt 
himself a very high respect as a meritorious 
and distinguished officer, but as a direct 
charge on his Majesty's government in lre- 
lanu, which he should be ready to meet. 
The right hon. Secretary wished also to 
state a few words, which he had omitted on 
a former day, in answer to an observation 
which had been made by an hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Elliot), by way of criticism, not of 
crimination, respecting the Lord Lieutenants 
going to the Park on the night of the 23dof 
July. The usual residence of the Lord 
Lieutenant was in the Park, whence he used 
to return every day about two o'clock to the 
Castle, to receive such information as might 
have been procured by the subordinate ofh- 
cers of the government. .He had come 0 
the Castle, on the 23d, and afier rec iving 
the information respecting the projected “ 
surrection, had held a consultation on the 
expediency of his remaining in the C°st¢ 
the result of which was, that it was ©ons) 
dered better for h m to returo to the Park, 
as the circumstance of removing his family 
to town might create considerab‘e si? 
Every body who knew bis lordship, w0 
do him the justice to suppose that he wou 
not leave Dublin from apprehension on “- 
an occasion; nor was it probable 3 n 
should consider a serjeant's guard in the “ 
a better security than a garrison of ” 
in Dublin. narge 
Mr. Windbam thought, that as < “ F 
might arise out of the statement t Toa 
been made, either against the Irish go + the 
ment, or the Commander in Chief, we 
hon. Admiral might, notwithstanding ge 
explanation that had been give”, aden 2008 
ward his motion, though not for cm 
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tion. ——The question was then put, and | was not any such an idea at present among 


the bill ordered to be read a third time to- 
morrow. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, December 8. 

Their lordships met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment.—The English Bank Restriction Bill 
© was reada second time, and ordered to be 
* committed to-morrow. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, December 8. 


[Minutes.}—The Malt Duty Bill, the 
“Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, the 
Irish Martial Law Bill, the East India Bonds 
| Bill, and the Qualification Indemnity Bill, 
| were severally read a third time, and pass- 
jed.—The Pension Duty Bill, the Five 
» Million Loan Bill, the Expiring Laws Bill, 
ithe Irish Corn Exportation Bull, the Irish 
and the British Sugar Drawback Bills, the 

Irish Silver Note Bill, the Curates’ Relief 
‘Bill, and the Irish Oats Distillation Bill, 
were reported, and ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow.—Lord Castlereagh 
stated at the bar, that his Majesty had been 
Pwaited upon with the address of that House 
upon the subject of his most gracious com- 
‘munication respecting General Burton 
being taken into custody; and that his Ma- 
jesty had been pleased to receive the ad- 
dress in the most gracious manner.—His 
lordship informed the House also of the 
gracious reception of the address respect- 
ing the sums of money which that House 
had voted and had yet to make good.— 
The Portugal Wine Bonding Bill had se- 
iveral new clauses added, the most promi- 
bent of which was one extending the bene- 
fitof the act to the importers and proprie- 
tors of Spanish Wine. The report was or- 
mcdered to be received to-morrow.—The 
Jrish Inland Navigation Accuunts were or- 
dered to be printed, 


[Navat Inavurey.J—Sir VW Elford ad- 
ferted to a motion which had beeb made by 
im during the last session of Parliament, 
yespecting the dismissal of a gentleman from 
54:3 employment in his Majesty's dock-yards. 
¢ wished vow to know, and he was happy 
© find that an hon. baronet was now in his 
piace in that House, who might possibly 
have it in his power to inform him, whether 
t was the intention of the commissioners 
ppointed under the authority of that house, 
make any report upon the subject? 

Sir C, “Pole said, that in his opinion there 
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the Commissioners of Naval Inquiry. 

Sir IV. E’ford then desired to be informed 
if it was not intended to mention the name 
of that gentleman, or make any observation 
whatever upon the subject to which he al- 
luded ? 

Sir C. Pole then told the hon. baronet that 
most probably that gentleman's name might 
be mentioned, but he did not think it a cir- 
cumstance by any means likely to occur, that 
any comment should be made upon the sub- 
ject. 

(Curates’ Retier Brrt.J—On the Or- 
der being read for receiving the report of the 
Stipendiary Curates’ Residence Bill, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, 
that, in consequence of the absence of hg 
right hon. friend who had been the mover 
of that bill, he thought it would be most 
proper {to postpone the consideration of that 
report for the present; and as he had no 
doubt that the house would immediately 
concur io that opinion, he should move that 
the report be taken into further considera- 
tion to-morrow. ‘There would most proba- 
bly be a good deal of business then before 
the house, but it could easily be further post- 
poned till a more important discxssion should 
happen to arise. The consideration of the 
report was then deferred till to-morrow. 

(Sierra Leona Compary.] Mr. /7, 
Thornton presented a petition from the Sierra 
Leona Company, praying for pecuniary ase 
sistance from Tarliament. 

The Speaker observec, tat he thought it 
his duty to inquire, before such a petition 
was entertained as the present, whether it 
had received the approbation of his Majesty, 
as it would, if the prayer should be finally 
agreed to, be voting away the public money 
to the use of individuals, which required that 
fact to be first ascertained. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated, 
that he thought there could be very little dif- 
ference of opinion as to the probability, or 
even the certainty, of his Majesty's giving ¢ 
a most gracious reception, as a petition for 
a grant of 10,000|. had at a former period 
received that sanction. 

Mr. H. Thornton then moved, that the pe- 
tition be referred to a committee, to examine 
the matter therein contained. : 

Mr. Dent stated, that the report of the 
state of the company's funds had been so 
very favourable, that in his opinion, that 
was in itself, the very best reason that~pos- 
sibly could be against granting the prayer of 
a petition for parliamentary aid.—The ques- 
tion was then put, and the petition reterred 
to a committes, 
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PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 9.—Volunteers. (1673 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Friday, December 9 


(Minures.}]—Counsel were heard at con- 
siderable length for the Appellant, on the 
Appeal Cause from the Court of Chancery, 
J.1I. Keighly v. the East India Company. 
After. which their lordships deferred the far- 
ther hearing of the case till Tuesday.—Mr. 
Hobhouse, accompanied by several Members, 
brought up the following Bills from the 
Commons, viz. The Annual Indemnity 
Bill, the Malt Tax, the Place and Pension 
Duty, the Sugar Bounties Drawback, the 
East India Bonds Duty, the Bank of Ireland 
Restriction, the Habeas Corpus Suspension 
Bill, and the Irish Martial Law Continua- 
fion Bills. They were severally read a first 
time; the two last-mentioned bills were, on 
the motion of lord Hawkesbury, ordered to 
be printed; his lordship at the same time 
gave notice of his intention to move for the 
second reading of those bills on Monday next. 


[VontunTeers. |—Earl Darnley, previous 
to the Order of the Day being read, wished 
to obtain some information on a subject 
eonfessed!y of the highest importance: see- 
ing the noble secretary of state in his place, 
he would ta*e that opportunity. The sub- 
ject, in his contemplation, was such as 
not only that house, but many thousands of 
his Majesty's subjects must regard with the 
utmost concern. He alluded to the volun- 
teers, respecting whom, he begged leave 
to ask, if it was the intention of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers to propose any general regu- 
lations previous to the ensuing recess. 

Lord Hawkesbury shortly replied, that he 
knew of no intention at present on the part 
of his Majesty's government, to propose any 
specific measure, previous to the recess, of 
the nature to which the noble earl alluded. 

Karl Darnley resumed the topic: he by 
no means wished, he said, to pin the noble 
Secretary of State down to any particulat 
time, for proposing such a measure as he 
had alluded to; he was fully aware, not 
only of the importance, but of the delicacy 
of the subject. He repeated the anxious 
view in which it was very generally re- 
garded. It was not his intention, however 
then to go into eny detail upon the subject, 
but there were one or two prominent 
points, which struck him so forcibly, that he 
could not refrain from adverting to them 
and endeavouring to press them on the at- 
tention of the noble Secretary, as requiring 
the most serious consideration of his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers, and calling for adequate 
regulation. He first adverted te the con- 





sideration of the way in which the services 
of several corps were originally accepted 
on the part of government, which certainly 
appeared to him to have been done op |i. 
beral principles, with respect to allowances, 
&c, but in regard to those he had to ob. 
serve, that a system had been latterly acied 
upon, which appeared to him to be the re- 
verse of the former conduct of government 
in that respect. The second consideration 
to which the noble earl principally advert. 
ed, and which he seemed to regard as one 
of extreme delicacy and importance, was 
the idea of the force in question, appearing, 
in some points of view, as a species of mi- 
litary democracy. He thought it incu. 
bent on him thus early to throw out thos 
considerations, as meriting the most serious 
and anxious attention on the part of his 
Majesty’s government. The noble earl 
also alluded to certain difficulties which 
had arisen under the present volunteer sys- 
tem, which he theught it would be impor. 
tant speedily to obviate: what he seemed 
principally to advert to, was the regulation 
of exemptions, &c. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in the course of hs re- 
ply, observed, that he should avoid ai pre- 
sent entering into any detailed view what: 
ever of the subject. He agreed with the 
noble earl as to the great importance 0! 
the subject; it was one therefore whici 
naturally attracted the serious aitention ol 
his Majesty’s government: their lordship’, 
however, would be at thé same time awal¢ 
of the complexity and intricate nature © 
the general subject, the variety of detail 
which it embraced, and the correspondeit 
difficulty of forming adequate regulation 
He agrtecd also with the noble Earl, that 
certain difficulties had arisen in the progr 
of that system of measures, but of that “ 
ture as that they could not fairly be expec 
ed to be in the contemplation at the time 
of those by whom, under the circumstance) 
of the case, the bill was originally ae 
He repeated, that the subject ov wong’ 
cupied the serious attention of his Majes J 
ministers; but while he made this avow - 
he wished to be understood, as by #9 a 
committing himself with respect to t W : 
troduction of any specific measure UP® 
subject. " 

ee RESTRICTION A te 
der of the day being read, their lor ok 
resolved into a Committee on ' “ the 
Restriction Bill, Lord Walsingham ® 
chair. ‘The different clauses and Pi, 
sions of the bill were regularly gone! 
and approved by the Committee.” 2 
consideration of the Pr eamble of t2° 
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Lord Aig said, that if be had been pre- 
sent at the second reading of the bill, he 
should have thought it his duty to have 
FP urged, at some length, those arguments of 
F justice and policy which struck his mind 


” jhe 


forcibly, as militating against the principle 
of the biil. The present not being the re- 
gular time for discussing the general prin- 
ciple, he should say very little on that part 
of the subject. He could not, however, 
avoid expressing his surprize, that a mea- 
sure of this importance shouid be so much 
treated as a matier of course; that the bill 
should be read twice within two days after 
it had been sent from the other House, and 
that it should have been read for the second 
time without any previous notice, and with- 
out even the usual formality of a few in- 
troductory remarks trom one of his Majes- 
ty’s ministers. No inquiry was instituted ; 


no reason was assigned for the passing of 


the bill, nor was any information laid betore 
the House to prove the expediency of per- 
severing in a system, which violated all ge- 
neral principles, and could only be justified 
by the most urgent necessity. 
strong reasons ought surely to be assigned 
for continuing, to a distant and indefinite 
period, a measure which had not been found 
necessary in former wars, nor at any period 
prior to the year 1797, when the restriction 
was first adopted. It was at that time ac- 
knowledged to be a measure of the most 
questionable ature, and open to the most 
dangerous abuses, It was now asserted by 
ministers, and the partisans of the Bank, 
that the privilege had not been abused, and 
that no public inconvenience had been ex- 
perienced, His lordship thought, that it 
was a great deal too much to take all this 
for granted, and that it ought, prior to a 
continuance of the measure, to be made the 
subject of inquiry. He was convinced, for 
his ewn part, that the contrary was the 
fact; and, though the abuse had not been 
flagrant or excessive, that the Bank had yield- 
ed, in acertain degree, to the temptation, and 
extended the quantity of their notes beyond 
the proper limits, By the present measure, 
the interest of the Bank was put in opposi- 
tlon to its duty; and in such a competition 
it was not difficult to conjecture which 
principle was likely to prevail among a 
Commercial body. Whilst the measure was 
recent, the Directors appeared to have con- 
ducted themselves with. great prudence ; 
but since the end of the year 1798, there 
Was reason to believe, that they had uni- 
formly, though in different degrees, been 
guilty of a breach of their trust. He pro- 
seeded to state shortly the principles upon 
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which this opinion was founded. An ex- 
cessive multiplication of Bank Notes, so 
long as they cannot be exchanged for spe~ 
cie, had precisely the same effect as a de- 
bas-ment of the current coin; and as the 
bullion price of silver was the most accurate 
test of the purity of a coinage, it was the 
best standard of the degree of depreciation 
produced by an excessive paper currency. 
In ordinary circumstances the bullion price 
of silver seldom much exceeded the mint 
price, or 5s. 2d. per ounce, or it there was 
amy occasional excess, it was not of long 
continuance. But, since the year 1793, it 
had uniformly exceeded that price, being at 
some periods (in 1800 and 1801) 5s. 11d. 
and Os. At present it was 5s. Sd. being 
an excess of Q per cent. above the mint 
price. He knew that there were other 
causes which might produce a temporary 
effect on the price of bullion; but he con- 
sidered this uniform and unexampled in- 
crease of price, corresponding, as it did, 
with the increase in quantity ot Bank Notes, 
and the depression of foreign exchanges, as 
affording a decisive evidence of misconduct 
in the Directors of the Bank. His lordship 
illustrated this position by a great variety of 
calculations and details. He said, that be 
should propose an amendment to the bill, 
calculated to giye publicity to the proceed- 
ings of the Bank, which might operate as a 
salutary check upon the Directors. He 
proposed, that the Directors should be 
obliged to publish quarterly, in the London 
Gazette, during the pericd of the restric- 
tion, an account of the amount of theit 
notes in circulation on the 25th of each of the 
three preceding months. By comparing the 
amount of the notes with the bullion price 
of silver, and the state of foreign exchange, 
the public would be enabled to judge at the 
time, whether the abuse was increasing to 
any pernicious extent. His lordship con- 
cluded by moving a clause in the Committee 
to this effect. 

Lord Hawkesbury deemed it unnecessary 
to follow the noble lord, through the great- 
est part of what he had advanced, as bein 
partly applicable to the principle of the bill, 
which was not thea under discussion, and 
as partly foreign from the subject regularly 
under consideration: there existed, how-« 
ever, a great and an obvious necessity for 
the present measure:.the bill proceeded on 
similar grounds with that of 1798, and ae 
least an equal necessity existed for the Re- 
striction now as then. The period of the 
present bill was somewhat different from 
that of the above year, and was in its na 


ture more definite. He differed fem the 
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noble lord as to the causes assigned by him 
for the unfavourable state of the Exchange 
at diferent periods. He had sovre serious 
objections to the adoption of the regulation 
proposed by the noble lord; first, there was 
no such provision deemed necessary in any 
of the former bil!s which ~-had been enacted 
on the subject, though any reasons which 
might now apply for its adoption, obtained 
at former periods in equal force.—Second'y 
as the Bank Directors had never, in the 
smallest degree, abused the discretionary 
power vested in them, they were, on the 
contrary, always most willing to come for- 
ward with every necessary information on 
the subject, and they never shrunk from any 
wquiry whatever. He additionally object- 
ed to the proposition, as it would tend 
(though perhaps such a thing might not be 
in the noble lord’s contemplation) to reflect 
upon the Directors, a body who, so far from 
meriting any reflection upon their conduct, 
had uniformly discharged the trusts reposed 
in them with prudence, caution, and cir- 
cumspection. However, the House would 
be aware, that in negativing the motion of 
the noble lord, neither he, nor any other 
peer, was precluded from coming forward 
at subsequent periods with motions for spe- 
cific information upon the subject ; and, in- 
deed, such proceedings. had taken place, ia 
many instances, on the suggestions of mem- 
bers of both Houses of Parliament. On the 
whole, he deemed it his duty to oppose the 
noble Jord’s motion. 

Lord King observed, in reply, that if he had 
not been fully understood by the noble lord, 
he had no difficulty in distinctly stating, that 
he imputed blame to the Bank, and it was on 
this account that he had moved the amend- 
ment. He thought that the principle of 
publicity would be better secured, and the 
Bank Directors more effectually admonish- 
ed of the importance of their trust, by a 
positive parliamentary enactment, than by 
leaving it to the discretion of any individual 
peer, who might choose to move for an 
account of their notes. He wished it to ap- 
pear upon the face of the bill, that the dan- 
ger of abuse was foreseen by the legislature, 
and guarded agaiast by the only expedient 
of which the case would admit. With re- 
spect to the observation, that such a clause 
was unusual, and that it had not found a 
place in former bills, he would only say, 
that it was a principle which militated 
against all legislative improvements what- 
ever. It was one of those general remarks 
which applied equally to every new pro- 
position, and was, therefore, undeserving of 
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| = Lord Hawkesbury contended, that such a 
consideration was a reason against the ad 
tion of the clause, inasmuch as the omic 
of the provision in the former bills, was 
prodactive of no injurious tendency wh2t. 
ever, nor of any groand of complaint. With 
respect to the unfavourable state of the 
course of Exchange at the periods alluded 
to, it was by no means to be attributed to 
the issue of paper from the Bank, bat in a 
greater degree to the immense sume which 
were necessarily sent out of the country at 
the time for the payment of subsidies, and 
in consequence of the alarming scarcity 
which then prevailed. —The clause was ne- 
gaived.—QOn the question heing put re- 
specting the third reading of the bill, 
Lord Grenville expressed his opinion, 
without meaning in the least to resist the 
progress of the bill, that the passing of such 
a measure as the present should not be re- 
garded as a matter of course in that House. 
He should have to offer a few observations, 
which he thonght it incumbent on him to 
advance, on the occasion of the third read- 


ing, respecting the measure, and more espe 


op- 
1on 





clalby on points of considerable importance 
connected with the subject of the bill. He 
should therefore propose that the bill be 
read a third time on Monday.—Adjourned 


ull to-inorrow. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, December 9. 


([Minures.] — The Speaker acquainted 
the House, tbat in obedi-nce to the order of 
the House made on the 10th of August :3%, 
he had transmitted the Vote of Thanks «! 
the House to the different Lords — 
of Counties in Gt. Britain, and to the Lor 
Lieutenant of ireland, to be by them ore 
municated to the Officers and Privates of “ 
different Corps in the respective pars . bn 
United Empire ; avd that he bad receit!” 
through the Lords Lieutenant of Coun - 
and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, ne 
expressive of the thanks of the novo 
Corps for the notice which ake ageer gre 
been pleased to take of their zeal an iuer 
tion.—Mr. Forster, from the eng 
presented at the bar an account of t ie ” 
of money issued by his Majesty part been 
addresses of the House, which bad ig ie 
made good by Parliament. Ordere nae 
on the table.—Mr. Hoblhouse ager Jing 
the report of the Portugal _, onihied 
Bill, which was. received, and rea ill, the 
time and passed.—The Malt Tax DM, 
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piring Laws Bill, the Trish. Provisions 
PB, irish Sugar Drawback Bill, English 
PSuear Orawback Bil, Insh Promissory 
Nore Bul, Corates’ Relief Bill, and Irish 
POats Distillation Sill, were read a_ third 
Stime, passed, and ordered to the Lords.— 
The London Dock Bill was read a second 
Sime end referred to a Select Committee. 


Return of the Volunteer and Yeomanry 
BCorps, as far as the same could be made 
lout, in compliance with an order of the 
ouse, dated the 10th of August. Order- 
fed to lie on the table, and to be printed.— 
Boir F. Kurdett brought up the Pancras Over- 
ers Bill. Read a first time; ordered to 
be read a second time.—A new writ was 
ordered, on the motion of Mr. Sargent, for 
e election of a Burgess to serve in Parlia- 
Ment for the Borough of Westloe, in the 
foom of Thomas Smith, Esq. who had ac- 
epted the Chiltern Hundreds. 

F {Army estimates.'—The Secretary at 
War (Mr. Bragge) moved the order of the day 
at the House do resolve itse]f into a Com- 
Mittee of Supply, and that the Estimates 
resented by him on a former day be refer- 
ed thereto.—The House having accordingly 
fesolved itself into a Committee, Mr. Hob- 
Mouse in the chair: 

The Sesretary at War rose, and observed, 
hat notwithstanding the magnitude and 
Mportance of the subject to which the esti- 
Mates now under consideration referred, he 
hould not feel it necessary for him to take 
p much of the time of the Committee in 
averting to the different items, or explain- 
g the nature and grounds of the ditterent 
Btimates to which it was his duty to direct 
heir attention. It would be altogether 
eediess to dwell upon the particulars, be- 
ause the estimates voted last session, com- 
rehended nearly the whole of those now 
oduced, and gentlemen having been fami- 
ar with the nature and extent of the for- 
ber, it was the less incumbent on him to 
ccupy much of their time in his statement 
d explanation of the latter. He was 
bund, however, to acquaint the Committee, 
bat the estimates now before them did not 
omprehend the whole military establish- 
ent of the year, because, from the nature 
nd extent of the different services included 
i it, and the possible variation which might 
s¢ from a possible alteration of the cir- 
Umstances and state of the couniry, the 
hole could not with accuracy be ascertain- 
#, so as to be produced to Parliament in 
shape of an unquestionable document. 
€ could assure them, nevertheless, that 
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Army Estimates. [1678 
whatever estimates were not, or could not, 
be jaid before the House in the present in- 
stance, should be submitted to the consider- 
ation of Parliament at a more advanced pe- 
riod of the session, when they could be 
made up with sufhcient accuracy. ‘The es- 








timates now before the Comuniitee were 
classed under ten heads, namely — 
Numbers. {. s, d, 
1, Guards, Gartisons, 
RCo cece ev ceeeee 129,029 
For Great Britain 2,115,456 9 9g 
For Ireland, .... 1,161,168 2 a5 
Total 4,276,624 12 8 
2. Forces in the Plan- 
tations, &c....... 38,630 1,174,509 16 6 
3- India Forces for 
Great Britain.,.. 22,897 545,628 4 


4. Troops and Com- 
panies for recrutt- 
ing do. for Gieat 
BPMs. idee dacs 533 
s- Reeruiting & Coa- 
tingencies for Gt, 
Britain. (ahes 
6. General and Statf 
Officers, with a 
state of the parti- 
culars of charges 
7. Embodied Militia 
and Fencible In- 
fantry for Great 
a een can 
For Ireland...... 


29,859 14 9 


154,647 3 19 


ma) 


109,947 2,150,965 Yo 
640,657 17 0 





Total 2,791,623 7 6 





8, Clothing for ditto 

g. Contingencies for 
ditto for England 
For Ireland...... 


2155793 I4 6 





Total 61,129 >. @ 





ro. Volanteer Corps for 
Great Britain.... 
For Ireland. **eee 


730,000 0 @ 
1,299,567 13 11 





Total 
For Great Britain 
For Ireland,..... 


2,020,667 1% 
301,046 8,346,860 14 © 





32103,523 0 10 
Deduct forIndia Forces 22,897 "545,628 42 
Total for’Great Britain 278,149 780,232 9 10 





Grand Total T0,994,755 10 @ 





oe 


To each of these it would not be neces. 
sary for him to advert particularly; and he 
should, therefore, confine his observations 
to those items which, in exceeding the cor- 
respondent items in the estimates submitted 
last session to Parliament, seemed to claim 
a more minute explanation. The first item, 
therefore, to which he felt it his duty to call 
the attention of the Committee, related to 
the force proposed to be voted for guards 
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and garrisons in the United Kingdom. It 
would be in the recollection of the House, 
that the number voted for that service last 
session, partly in an early part of it, and 
partly in the month of June, amounted in 
the whole to 108,90: men. The torce now 
proposed to be voted for that service 
amounted to 167,669. between which, and 
the number voted last year, the Committee 
would perceive there was a difference of 
53,795. But the major part of that diffe- 
rence would be made up by the army of 
reserve, which amounted to 39,467 men, 
This force was distributed either in aug- 
mentation of the old battalions, or in form- 
ing eighteen second battalions of roco men 
each, or in sixteen battalions of reserve, 
consisting of aboul 750 each. This state- 
ment would be sufficient to give the Com- 
miitee a clear idea of the augmentation, 
which was proposed to be made to the re- 
gular military establishment. The Life 
Guards were to be augmented by 12,455, 
the twenty-four Regiments of Dragoons 
were to be augmented by a proportion, 
whivh, in the whole, would amount to 4272 
men; and the sixteen Regiments of Foot 
Guards were to have an augmentation, not 
exceeding 2000 men in the whole, making 
an augmentation of about eighteen thou- 
sand, This was the only addition that was 
proposed to be now made to the regular 
army, with the exception ofa small addition 
of 220 or 230 men to some of the old regi- 
ments of the line, and an inconsiderable ad- 
dition that was to be made to some garri- 
son battalions and fencible regiments, which 
would not in the whole amount to any ma- 
terial augmentation.—The next head to 
which it was his duty to call the attention 
of the Committee, was certainly a large 
one, he meant the general staff establish- 
ment. But when the situation of the coun- 
try and the circumstances of the essential 
services rendered by that department, were 
considered, he trusted it would not appear 
excessive, The sum at which this service 
was estimated, was 154,647 1. a sum though 
large, not extravagant, when it was recol- 
lected, that so many brigade officers were 
found necessary to train the volu:teer force 
of the country,. The embodied militia for 


G. Britain and ireland, amounted to 109,947. 


The Reserve Army of Ireland amounted to 
9970 men, of which 7055 were to be at- 
t-ched tothe old regiments by small additions 
£220 and 230 to each battalion The dif- 

_ frence between that number and the whole 


¢.Theonly addition proposed this year 
was about 1827 ta the dragoon sande on 
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hat establishment. The only other head to 
which he found it becessary to advert parti- 
cularly related tothe Volunteers. He should 
consider them under two heads, first for G. 
Britain, next for Ireland. Any calculation 
under the head of G. Britain, would neces. 
sarily be loose and subject to much unavoid- 
able inaccuracy, as it must necessarily de- 
pend on so many circumstances, and be re- 
gulated by the a tual exigency of the coun- 
try. Hedid not pretend, therefore, to sub- 
mit an exact and accurate estimate of the 
expense under this head, though it was cal- 
culated as nearly as possible on the presum. 
ed exteat, to which the service of the year 
might require it to be carried. For the Vo- 
lunteer Corps, he estimated that a sum of 
730,000]. would be necessary, from the 25th 
of Dec. 1803, to the 25th of Dec. 1804; 
but it was here necessary for him to state, 
that as the clothing had been provided for 
in the expenditure for the present year, that 

item: made no part of the estimate. The 
estimate had been calculated for the number 
te which the Volunteer Corps were supposed 
toamount, but by the account which had been 
this day presented to the House, it appeared 
that the actual number far exceeded the sup- 
posed strength of the volunteer force. By this 
accovat, it appeared, that the Voluntect 
Corps of G. Britain amounted to 379,043 


‘men. The estimutes of the expences of suck 


a body, must necessarily be complex and di : 
ficult to be ascertained exactly, as the dif 
ferent rates of pay, according to the difler- 


ent periods of the year at which they came 
forward, should be taken into the account, 


as well as the nature of the service, whether 
permanent, or only for exercise, on whl¢ 
they may be employed. The sum, there: 
fore, at which the estimate was taken, wo" 

net appear large, when it was seeallen 
that the number for which it was calculate 
was only 320,000. Of the Volunteer for 
45,314 served without pay; 42,500 : a 
try, and 2,500 cavalry. Great part : a 
clothing had been voted in June, and | “* 
fore was not in the estimate: but the al "te 
ance of Is. per day, for 20 days eater 
the purpose of training, to such as SY” 
accept pay, was estinrated at 190.0% 
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With reward to Treland, the state’ of that 
country required that the estimates should 
be higher than in proportion for G. Britain, 
as well as to provide for services performed, 
as for those which may hereafter be - neces- 
sary. The calculation of the numbers of 
the Volunteers raised in Eneland was under 
the actual amount; but the estimate for 
Ireland exceeded the known amount, which 
was taken at 70,000, but presumed capable 
ifthe sitvation of the 
try should require it, to 80,0001. There was 
also a considerable difference in the estimate 
for the two countries, which was unavoida- 
bly to be calculated in proportion to the 
time the volunteers should be called out on 
actual service. He supposed that the whole 
ef the lrish volunteers would be out four 
months in the year.—But though the allow- 
ance under this head would be larger than 
the estimate for English corps, he thought, 
it right to state, that, except in case of inva- 
sion, when they should necessarily be em- 


of being ratsed couil- 


» ployed on actual service, the Irish volun- 


teers received no pay when merely ont for 
exercising, nor when on duty, unless the 
men should be actually and efficiently pre- 
sent at muster on their parade. He had 
stated the present volunteer force of Ire- 
The estimate, how- 
ever, had been made, on a supposition that 


the number could, and would be considera- 


bly increased ; and he had stated enough, 


| be thought, to shew that the calculation was 
S hot excessive, 
s tions proposed to be made to the estimates 


He had now stated all addi- 


of last year, He had yet to observe, that 
there was no estimate respecting a part of 
the military es!ablishment, which it had been 
usual to include in the Army Estimates; he 
meant the foreign corps employed in the ser- 
vice of this country, some of which had al- 


steady been provided for; and others were 


how raising in different parts of Europe. 
The House, he trusted, would excuse him 


for not stating precisely the amount of the 
| ¢xpence of this branch of the service, from 


the uncertainty of the extent to which it 


might be carried, and good policy wovld: 


dictate the carrying it as far as circum- 
stances would allow. Though he could not 
how lay before the committee the account, 
he should certainly do so after the recess, 


B «nd particularly as his Majesty would ‘have 


toresort to Parliament for the exercise of 
is prerogative. There was another bianch 


of the military establishment which was Usu- , 


ally submitted amongst the other estimates ; 
¢ had it not in his power to lay before the 
Committee in the present instance, .and 


wh'ch he was'the more induced to adfert to 
V OL, IV. nid $ 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 9.—<Army Estimaies, 








ss tr ene 


(1682 


from the question which had been put to 
him on the subject, on a former night by 
dn hon. Admiral, he alladed fe the Barrack 


cr 
artr 


epartment. This department had been une 
dvoidably, from the nature of the situation 
of the. country, carried to a much greater 
y former occasion. ‘The 
was not so much incurr- 
in providing 
winter cantohments for the forces on the 
coast. It was impossible yet to procure such 
returns ds would enable him to lay an accue 
rate estimate before the House, and he was 
convinced, that the expence would not be 
deemed improperly incurred, when the house 
would be aware, that the whole effective 
force of the country was at present covered 
by barracks, He should use all possible di- 
ligence in making out the account, and 
though he was not competent at present to 
bring it forward, he was prepared to give 
any gentleman who might be desirous of in- 
formation on the subject, every satisfaction 
in his power, either with respect to the de- 
partment itself, or to the contracts which 
had been entered into respecting it, or an 
other point to which enquiry might be dia 
rected. He should be sorry that forms 
should preclude any gentleman from seeking 
informetion, and he would be happy to com- 
municate any in his power. He had now 
stated the grounds upon which he should 
move a vote of the Estimates, which was a 
subject intimately connected with the most 
important interests of the empire. le 
trusted the House would be sensible of the 
advantage of improving, by every possible 
means, the ‘disposition which prevailed in 
the country. Not only the Parliament had 
called for the exertion of every energy of 
the country, but the people had manifested 
an eagerness in the cause, and a desire to 
employ every energy they possessed, even 
before they were called. He bad thought it 
his doty thus to state in a plain manner, and 
he hoped he had succeeded in making hime 
self clearly understood, the nature of the 
Estimates which he proposed to move. He 
should now therefore move, the first Reso« 
lution.—On the question being put, 

Mr. ’indham began by adverting to the 
manner in which the business had been 
opened by the hon, Secretary, which, he 
said, though very proper at any ordinary 
time, arid though possibly very proper then, 
was so different irom the view which he 
felt himself compelled to take of the sube 
ject, that his observation, he feared, would 
appear very little to arise out of the stafe- 
ments which the House had just heard. His 
view of the subject went to the general de-. 
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fence of the country both present and to 
come. Under that notion, the difficulty was 
to know where to begin, or how to confine 
the discussion within such bounds as he 
should wish to prescribe to it. It was im- 
possible, in the course of such an inquiry, 
not to bring forward many points that must 
bear hard upon the hon. gent. opposite. 
He could not arraign the measures of the 
time without arraigning the conduct of 
those, by whom these measures were plan- 
ned; norcould he suffer his mind to be so 
engrossed and absorbed, as seemed to be 
the case with many, by the mere business 
of defence, as to lose all thought about the 
conduct and character of those to whom the 
national affairs were entrusted. This, though 
in some respects a secondary consideration, 
inasmuch as it must be founded on proofs 
to be derived from an examination of their 
conduct, was, nevertheless, a very import- 
ant and necessary one, was connected 
with every part of the subject, and might 
serve, perhaps, as well as any that could be 
chosen, to present the subject in that point 
of view, in which it was most important to 
consider it. His own general opinion on 
this head, he could not better describe, than 
in some lines which gentlemen might have 
seen on Inn windows and shutters, where 
the writer, speaking of the faults of men and 
women, and allowing that many faults be- 
Jong to men, concludes, most injuriously 
and ungallantly, 





— Poor women have but two; 

There's nothing good they say, and nothing 

right they do, 

These lines, however bad the poetry, and 
howcver false the sentiment, in its original 
application, were, he was sorry to say, per- 
fectly descriptive of his opinion of his Ma- 
jesty’s present ministers. That he might not 
seem to say this at random, without foun- 
dation or proof, he would beg only to take 
a short view of their conduct, as applicable 
to the actual state of things. Ifhe were to 
proceéd strictly in this inquiry, though by 
no means unjustly, he should take up their 
conduct from the moment of the Treaty of 
Amiens. It was from that period, accord- 
ing to the opinion of many at the time, ac- 
cording to their own opinion, as declared 
since, that measures of precaution and de- 
fence ought to have begun. "They who 
had declared, that from the moment of the 
signature of that treaty, the conduct of the 
enemy was a Continued series of violence, in- 
sult, and aggression; they whose partisans 

us, that he must’be ¢ nature’s fool,’ 
gentleman’s, who could ever 
durability of that treaty ; 





they certainly could refase to accept the 
Treaty of Amiens, as the period from which 
the deferice of the country ought to have 
been a subject never absent from their 
minds. But as he did not wish to deal hardi 
with the hon. gentlemen, as it would be 
mean and niggardly to be sparing of con. 
cessions where the materials of charge ex- 


| isted in such abundance, he would be con 


tent to date his examination from a much 
more recent period, and to leave out all the 
intervening space between the Treaty of 
Amiens, and the 8th of March, the day on 
which his Majesty’s message was brought 
to Parliament. He would suppose it to 
have been perfectly right, that from the 
moment peace was made, no matter with 
what circumstances, you were to proceed 
according to the established rule in such 
cases, were to reduce your army, dismantle 
your fleet, dispose of all your stock and 
implements of war, sel] off gun-boats for 
little more than the value of the old iron, 
refuse for five guineas men whoni you 
would be happy now to get back for fity; 
discharge others, whom you could not get 
back at all, All this he would conclude to 
be right, and that, without the observance 
of these accustomed forms, ministers would 
never have been able to persuade the coun 
try, or to satisfy themselves, that the peace 
which they had made was a real peace, 
and not a mere make-believe. He would 
consider their conduct only during the pe- 
riod subsequent to the 8th of Maich. The 
establishments of the country were then 
happily brought to the standard at which it 
i - all the 
was proposed they should remain; 
reductions had. been completed; 20 subse- 










































quent alteration had taken place; a vote 


in parliament might have passed, but = 
thing more:-all the means of defence wer 
as much to be re-collected as if the wii 
try had never been at war, Giving sr 
ters full credit for the completely defence 
less state in which the country then ~ 
he would preceed to consider, what ‘ 
change was which they had since 0 * 
and what the means which they ha 8 
sessed for that purpose; so that by oT ‘ 
parison of the means possessed, an 
work done, a judgment might b ‘able 
to the degree of blame or merit ie "ish 
to their conduct. And here he apr n emis 
to adopt a method, such as was ° ibe 
ployed on other subjects, where; va ertaitl 
quantum of objects could not be as > 

ed with exactness, means were resol” 


He had heard, where in the case 
tant election charges, in a bill for 
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for instance, the candidate had offered to 
pay for all the ribands that could be 


7 =e to have been in the shop for the 


ast six months; or where the charge was 


_ for liquor, instead of attempting to calcu- 
' late the number of drinkers, and the ave- 


rage quantity they might severally have 
drank, he had proposed not only to pay for 


- all that had been in the cellar within a cer- 
| tain time, but to gauge the House, and to give 
f credit for all that could have been con- 
| tained in it, supposing it to have been one 
' entire cistern of liquor from the cellar to 
_ the garret. 
somewhat similar in estimating the merit 
_ of the exertions of the hon. gentlemen, In- 


He would pursue a course 


stead of saying *so much ought to have been 


| done in recruiting,” so much in completing 


the militia, so much in procuring defence in 


| other ways,’ he would rather beg the House 


to take a general view of the means pos- 


| sessed by the country, of the manner in 


which ministers had the disposal of these 
means, of the time they have had to em- 
ploy them, and comparing the whole with 


| the result, to determine in their own 


minds, whether the affairs of the coun- 
try, in this most critical concern of its 


defence, had or had not been placed in 
proper hands. Let the several heads of 


comparison, as he had enumerated them, be 
considered more in detail. The means of 
the country, in its first and greatest article, 
tbe basis of all the rest, was a population of 
fifteen millions: the time, as he had agreed 
to take it, from the 8th of March, was nine 
months, three quarters of a year. The 
wealth of the country was, he must con- 
fidently say, for this purpose unlimited. 
There was nothing that the country was 
not willing to do in the way of personal 
service, or to contribute in the way of mo- 
ney. It was long, indeed, before the hon. 
gent. thought fit to call upon them. Whether 
it was that they feared to alarm the holders of 
omnium, according to their own original 
account, or whether they_distrusted the zeal 
of the country, according to the explanation 
given of their intentions, in their second 
edition, when they had had the assistance of 
a learned commentator (Mr, Sheridan) ; 
which ever of these was the case with respect 
to them, the result of the fact was, that the 


‘Country was no sooner told of its danger, 


and summoned to rouse in its defence, 
it obeyed the call with an alacrity which the 


hon. gen lemen have since confessed them- 


sclves to have been unpre for. ‘ They 


did not call spirits from the - deep,’ . 
Which refused to answer to their bidding. 


Qa the contrary, the hon. gent, had no 











sooner began to ¢ry for this zeal, had hardly 
begun to sink this well, before the national 
feeling rose so fast upon them, that they 
tound shemselves in danger of being overs 
whelmed by it, and begged for God's sake to 
be pulled up again. ‘They no sooner turned 
this cock than it spurted in their faces, 
They had nothing to plead, therefore, on the 
score, that the country did not second their 
efforts, that it with-held its assistance, that 
it kept back its milk, as it were: the coun- 
try was ready to yield its resources to any 
amount for which they would have declared 
it necessary to call for them. So far as to 
the means which they possessed: but were 
the means employed inconsiderable, or not 
abundantly sufficient to prove the improvi- 
dent management of those who had the ad- 
ministration of them? ‘lhe money expend- 
ed for the army of reserve alone, and that 
too in mere bounties, could not be estimat- 
ed at less than £1,000,000. For the vo- 
lunteers, the hon. gent. had just said, that 
the estimate for the ensuing year must be 
£700,000; and, therefore, for the year now 
closed, in which, if some articles were less, 
othezs were considerably greater, could not, 
he conceived, be less than £1,000,000. 
This, as the sum advanced by government 
to that object; to which, if he was to add, 
as undoubtedly he must add, the part 
contributed by individuals, he certainly 
should be within the mark, when he stated 
the whole expense incurred for volunteers at 
not less than £2,000,000. Here then was 
a sum of at least £3,000,000 expended in 
little more than the mere creation of a 
force ; and that in a way, for the greater 
part of it, infinitely more oppressive than if 
raised by a general tax. What then, they 
were to ask, was the force created ? And 
upon this occasion the statement of the hon. 
gent. had something very grand and im- 
posing, perfectly in the stile of many state- 
ments, which were heard in that House, 
The safety of the country was provided for, 
it might be said, by a vast mass of armed 
force amounting to not less than 500,000 
men. He was tar from sure that the nume 
bers might not even exceed these limits, 
But, of course, it was not to be supposed, 
that they were to take this statement 

as it stood in words, without inquiring a 
little, what this mass, this fabrick consisted 
of: how much of it was of solid masonry, 
part of the whole standing force of the coun= 
try; how much was of a later date and less 
regular construction ; how much might be 


posed of materials still more recently 
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and settlements ; and what portion of it was 
mere lath and plaster, not distinguishable, 
perhaps, by the eye, and seeming to be a 
continuation of the same front, but no more 
the same with it, in reality, than one of the 
new temporary barracks, of which they 
might expect to hear so mtich soon, was to 
be considered as a building of the same sort 
with St. Paul's or Westminster Abbey. It 
would be found, upon examination, and 
who ius great building. came to be regu- 


Jar veyed, that a very small part in- 
deed, was regular army; thata lerge por- 


tien of it was militia; that another less con- 
siderable part 


was army of reserve; but 
tha. three-fourths of the whole. was the 
m levy in mass, moulded info the form, 
and known wader the title, of volunteer 
corps. Tbis is not what would have been 
understood, at icast without expianation, in 
a report of the force of lrance, or Austria, 
or Prussia, or ay other military power, Of 


the two first descriptions of farce here enn- 
meraied, !t was not necessary to say much. 
The regular army was what they had always 
known the regular army ta be, and never 
roore, than duwing the whole of the period 
of the late war. ‘The militia had long been 
wrought to a bigh degree of eacellence, and 
was at that time, perhaps, in as great 
perfection as it was possible for troops to 


attain, of whom oveither officers nor men‘ 


could have had the benefit of actual ser- 
vice, Of the army of reserve the charac- 
ter must be for some time continually 
changing, according to their progress in 
trainmg, and according to the manner in 
whicb the men were disposed of, either as 
selecied, and incorporated int« old batta- 
lions; making however, a very incommo- 
dious mixture of men serving upon differ- 
ent tenures ; or as put tegether in battalions 
by themselves. But in neither way could 
they be considered, for some time at least, 
as fit to be classed with the regular troops ; 
nor would it .be possible. at any time for 
those so to class them, who refused to ad- 
mit to the description of a soldier, any man 
whose engagement of service did not ex- 
tend to term of life, It would be curious 
indeed, ifthose- who resisted most pertina- 
ciously, and at the hazard even of havin 
no. army, every attempt to change the ser- 
vice of the line from life to term of years, 
should aow find out that soldiers serving 
both for term of years, and for service within 
the realm only, were entiiled to reckon: as 
‘these were, for the present, good for 
eeither without or within: the 


were men newly collected 
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together with their pockets full of money, th 
or who had only emptied them by a conti. su 
nued course of intoxication, and had not Wi 
yet got their grass flesh off, had not got the pr 
beer out of their bellies, which they had re 
been swilling for weeks, many of them at to 
the rate of so guineasa man, As for those of 
who were left behind in what were called Jar 
the reserved battalions, they, for the most to 
part, were so left behind and reserved, fal 
because no one thought it worth his an 
while to take them, and were of a sort gr 
which no time or drilling could ever cet 
render serviceable; time mdeed, being 1o 
with many of them the last thing they tec 
wanted, as the very objection to be urged th; 
was, that they were already past the he. 
aze of service. . The last and most ims th 
portant, certainly. the most extensive tie 

| head of force, was that which comprised fro 
the great body of inhabitants to whom arms wh 
had been civen or promised, the general s pe 
collection of the volunteer corps. In speake in 
ing.of these bodies, it was as well pet ou! 
haps to aitempt, though he knew the at- per 
tempt must be vain, to obviate the misrepre , wa 
sentation, which he was aware, was lying me ere 
in wait to seize upon every word he should 5 ps 
say | il 
(Hush’d in grim repose expects his evening prey:) ed 
by observing, that what he had to conden nes 
ia these institations was not the individuals, be 
but the system. That im speaking of a bocy piss 
of 400.000 men, he certain!y did not mean the 
to say that they were all useless, or worthless, 2 c 
or of a character he knew not what, tat iat 
was to make them run away at the sight of 58 
an enemy. He certainly should not be '™ Pts 
clined to say this of any 400,000 men, taken od’ 
at random from among the inhabitan!s of this aan 
country, and must. necessarily be less ~ ae 
clined to say so, of a body which from i 
manner of its being combined, must contain i 
a greater proportion of the zeal, wo a and 
patriotism of the country, than any greet gre; 
equal numbers taken without rule or a pots 
tion. To impute therefore to any one 4 P 
. rg individually, wos 
pose of censuring the volunteers nomngy ated 
was co childish to be deserving of oad pe 
little could he intend-to say, thet the bo’? a 
of volunteers, as at present constituted, theif whi 
‘of no use : 400,000. men with arms ine ed, 
hands, and consisting» for the most acon peas! 
_ persons within certain ages, could - “— pab 
combined, as not to be capable-of being that mer 
-fulo> All-that he meant to ig Ge the 
these corps must be “for ever satended 1 troo 
sort-of service en which Te aah pore que 
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them as little useful as it was possible for 
such an — of men to be. The idea 
was, as had been long foreseen, and long de- 
precated, to combine these into companies, 
reviments, and brigades, and to endeavour 
to make regular soldiers of ‘them. He was 
of opinion that you never could make regu- 
lar soldiers of them; and that the attempt 
to do so was founded in every respect upon 
false views, both of the nature of those corps 
and ‘t (ue mulitary service in general. He 
grounded his opimien ager circumstances, 
certainiy hiving notbing ipyurious m9 them 
to the cheracters of persons acting in volun- 
teer corps. It wes no reproach to any o 


that he was of an age, or size, or state “al 


health, that did not admit of his performing 
the duties of a soldier: that he was the fa- 

ther of afsmily, and cowld not be spared 
from the care aad superintendance of those 
who looked to him at every moment as thir 
protector and guide: that he was engaged 
in a business which he could pot leave with- 
out ruin, and'without ruin to those who de- 
pended on him for their support. There 
Was no reproach in all this; but there was a 
great deal in it, which must prevent corps, 
consisting for the most part of men so cir- 
cumstanced, from either performing for any 
length of time the duties of soldiers employ- 
ed on service, or from acquiring the expert- 
ness and habits by which those duties must 
be performed. These were truths which 
would not probably, be much disputed. All 
the world wouid agree, that to talk of giving 
to citizens and householders, (‘ to resideot in- 
habitants paying scot and lot’) to men en- 
gaged in professions and callings, who were 
compelled to live on one spot, were tied 
down by the care of families, who  reject- 
ed military controul, were serving with- 
oul pay, were officered in a great mea- 
sure by persons of their own description 
if not of their own choosing,—-that to 
talk of giving to such men the character 
and qualities of regular soldiers, was the 
greatest of all absurdities, Yet this which 
every one would agree in, which no one 
would be hardy enough todevy, was the ut- 


most that had ever been said, in disparage-' 


ment, as it was called, of the volunteers, All 
the rest was a mere military question, by 
which the volunteers were not at. all saffect- 
ed. Once admit that collections of men 
such as he had j just described, were not ca- 
pable of being wei into regolar ae 
ments, that is to say, regiments possessing 

the proper AP gcse were looked for in 
troops a line; and it then became a 


ori aie bes 
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no longer concerned, how far corps of a 
certain ackn owledged inferiority ought to 
be employed in certain services, or to be 
placed in certain situations, And here a 
great mistake seemed to prevail of suppo- 
sing, that whatever possessed in itself.a cer- 
tain degree of force or strength, must by its 
addition to any thing of the same descrip- 
tion, prodace a degree of force more than 
would be found in cither of the parts sepa- 
rately: that strength added to strength 
would always produce strength. But this 
was evidently lat so. If the addition sup- 
posed was not judiciously made, weakness, 
instead of strength, might be the conse- 
quence. No one could doubt that a regi- 
ment of four or five hundred mer, volun- 
trers or oihers, must possess some power of 
annoying anesemy. But was it sure that 
your line would be strengihened, and 
your general power of annoying and des 
defeating the enemy be increased by such 
addition ? He would take an e xample from 
it profession with which the House and he 
were, in general, probably less acquainted 
than they were even with military affairs, 
but which might happen to be more fami- 
liax to them in this particular view. What 
was the reason that in naval actions, frigates 
and even fifty gun ships were not suftered 
to make part of the line? Was it, that fifty 
gun ships or even frigates were of no force ? 
That their balls did not hit hard? That some 
of their gans were not even heavier than a 
part of those which formed the battery of a 
ship of the line? By no means, It was, he 
must conclude, because a line of battle at 
sea was a species of machine, so construct- 
ed, as to require a certain proportionate 
strength in all its parts, the failure of any 
one of which would draw after it the failure 
‘of all the rest. . The same was the case 
with an army. There also was a line, and 
which, as might be collected from the very 
expression of ‘ regiments of the line,’ could 
be formed only of troops trained to a certain 
degree of discipline and regularity, To. 
form it otherwise, to put into the line corps 
which, from want of experience or instrace 
tion, might not maintain the part of the ac. 
tion allotted to them, would not only be to 
endanger the whole by that particular 
failure, but might in a thousand o ways 
embarrass the operations of an army, od 
defeat the plans of a nad thee tk 
neeuyres must be calculated u 
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tained, a wood to be defended, a redoubt to 
be stormed—in a crisis which left no leisure 
for deliberation or inquiry he must be 
comparing the characters of the different 
corps under his command, and be exposed, 
at last, to the uncertajnties of troops, whose 
composition was unknown, whose conduct 
in a day of action was to be tried for the 
first time, and who, in the mode of service 
now proposed for them, might involve in 
their defeat or miscarriage, the discomfiture 
of the whole army. ‘These were not ob- 
jections to volunteers in general: so far 
from it, that he, on the cortrary, had al- 
ways contended for them, to a far greater 
extent, though on a far less expensive foot- 
ing than that on which they were now esta- 
blished. His objections went only to volun- 
teers, moulded iuto the forms, and destined 
for the sort of service which government 
had now assigned them. It was govera- 
ment which had given them this most false 
direction ; which by dressing them in red 
coats had betrayed, at once, the character 
in which they meant to consider them, and 
the use they meant to put them to,—a use 
for which they could never be made fit. 
This was the point on which he wished to 
insist.. Other objections to the present sys- 
tem he should not now dwell upon; nor 
consider what might be the future danger 
arising to the state from bodies of armed 
men, subject to no regular authority, go- 
verned by committees and sub-committees, 
and having more the character of debating 
societies than of schools of military disci- 
pline. He was considering them merely as 
part of the defence of the country against a 
foreign enemy, and in this view be must re- 
call to the attention of the House: first, 
the immense reduction to be made in our 


force, when, out of fve or six hundred - 


thousand, four were understood not to be 
soldiers, but only armed inhabitants; and 
next, when these armed inhabitants were 
prepared and fashioned in a manner so little 
judicious, as in the plan now pursued. 
When to this was added, that by the ex- 
emptions given, contrary to the intentions 
of ministry, and by the mere effect of haste 
and oversight, numbers had latterly flocked 
into these corps, as a refuge from other 
service, and that so large a portion of the 
active population of the country was thereby 
locked up, and withdrawn from the service 
either of the army of reserve or militia, (the 
alar tecr aye out of the question) ; 

Id leave to the House to judge what 
was to be given tothe hon. gentle- 
. of the account, The 


ge oS o ote wa 
~ ‘ < whe 









. with a yiew of 


| whole return, the whole force produced by 


the hon. gentlemen, after three millions ex. 
pended, and with the command of an un- 
limited credit, was Ist. 400,000 volunteers, 
such as he had described, and whose forma- 
tion operated, as he had described, in re- 
spect to the other services; 2dly, a militia, 
excellent in its kind, but incomplete, and 
rendered more difficult to be completed by 
the effect of the measure above referred to; 
3dly, twenty, or six and twenty thousand 
army of reserve; and 4thly and lastly, an 
addition, (as he should have said) of 5,000, 
or (as he now understood from the hon. 
gentlemen) of 7,000 men to the regular 
army! This was all that the hon. gentle- 
men had produced at the end of nine 
months, and as the fruit of all their labour 
and travail. This was all that the nation 
had got, in return for its large contributions, 
its ready sacrifices, its heavy expense, both 
of patience and money. Five thousand men 
to the regular army, five pints of reasonably 
good soup, was the whole that these state- 
cooks had been able to produce after all 
their simmerings and boilings, all the hams 
and chickens, and pounds of beef, which 
they had melted down, and the bills which 
they had run up in consequence at the dif- 
ferent shops.—T hus far he had gone in con- 
sidering what a great philosopher of old 
would have called the /iving instruments of 
our defence. The ixanimate instroments must 
not be overlooked, though he should say but 
little to all the objects which that class would 
comprize, such as works, fortresses, pre- 
parations by sea and land, every thing that 
wisdom and foresight could provide or could 
arrange, towards making the approach ot 
an enemy difficult, or giving force and eff 
cacy to the action of those who were pre- 
paring to resist him. In all this he feared 
a dreadful deficiency. Much as might be 
wanting in living means, the want of judg- 
ment and ability in the application of these 
means, the want of a presiding caind eithet 
to create resources, or to turn to account 
those already existing, he feared was not less 
considerable. He would not attempt to enter 
into a criticism either upon the general distri- 
bution of the forces, which so far 3s it was 
= upon a system of rere een 
lecting the force into great masses ; 
protection of vital parts, he certaioly sf 
proved, nor would he offer any opinion 38 
nion :to offer, He wi 
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ought to be done, as of remarking on what 
qas done, and upon the dreadful weakness 
and inconclusiveness of many of those rea- 
sonings, which governed the conduct of the 
country, in points where its very existence 
was at stake. From the northernmost point 
on the coast of Sutfolk, where the protection 
might be supposed to cease from the ship- 
ping at Yarmouth, toa part of the coast of 
Essex, where a naval defence of another kind | 
might be supposed to begin; (and where he 

hoped it had at length begun, though, very 

late in the year it certainly had not made its 

appearance), there was a line of coast acces- | 
sible in most weathers, and certainly very | 
commodious for the landing of an enemy in 

such vessels as those in which they were ex- 

pected tocome. . Upon this line he should | 
unquestionably, think it highly advantageous 
if a defence were provided, formed by the 
construction of what were“known to our 
officers under the name of Martello Towers, | 
a species of edifice so called from a memo- 





rable instance of one at Martello in Corsica; | 
where by a tower of this sort, garrisoned by | 
some ten or half dozen men, and mounted | 


with about two guns, a ship of the line of 


ours and a frigate, were, during the last war, | 


completely foiled and driven off, though they 
were able to approach within a quarter of a 


from the contest while there was a hope left, 
nor till he had lost an immense number of his 
men, and had had his ship twice set on fire. 


No one would pretend to say, that towers of | 


this sort would not produce a great effect 
upon an enemy, whoever he might be, that 
came within the reach of their guns. ‘That 
they would stop the disembarkation of infan- | 
try, he was not prepared to say. On the | 
contrary, he was of opinion that they would | 
not. Great as the loss might be, the enemy, 
if determined, would still accomplish his 
object. But would the same be the case 
with artillery and horses? And would not 
the slaughter be immense, and the delay 
most important, were it possible that under 
such a fire a disembarkation of that sort 
could after all» take place? The objection, 
therefore, to such defences must resolve it- 
self into the consideration of expense, or into 
that of the force which it would lock up, 
and the means which would be furnished to 
the enemy, should the fortresses in ques- 
tion finally fall into his hands. As to the 
latter objection, he had clearly stated, 
what the contents of such towers were, 





and what the loss would be to those 
from whom they should be taken, viz. 
a dozea men at the utmost, and a cou- | 





ple of guns. ‘The value to the enemy would 
be none; for the guns would never be trans- 
portable; and, certainly not the towers; and 
neither would be of any use to him where 
they were. But their uselessness to the 
enemy it was unnecessary to prove, as it was 
hardly possible that they should fall into his 
hands. It was of the nature of these small 
fortresses (quite the reverse of what was the 
case with redoubts) that they were equally 
impregnable to cannon and to musquetry, 
and could not be taken but by such means as 
the enemy would neither have time nor in- 
clination to employ. The whole question, 
therefore, was a question of expense: and 
what would that expense be, incurred once 
for all, compared with the maintenance of 
such a living force, (supposing even that we 
had the force, and could spare it for that 


| purpose,) as would give to any tract of coast 


the same security which would be derived 
from the defence in question? Considering 
the simplicity of the construction of these 
towers, the little interior fitting they would 
require, the rade materials of which they 
might be composed, (the stones made use of 
for paving London, might serve for the most 
expensive part,) the facility with which ma- 
terials would be conveyed for buildings neces- 


| sarily situated on the edge of the coast, andia 
mile of the object, and though the captain, | 
a most approved officer, would not withdraw | 


its most accessible parts, itis dificult to con- 
ceive, that 10001. a piece must not be an 


| ample allowance. And thus for a sum of 
| 80,0001., and with a force of 300 men, 


thirty miles of coast, in parts the most 
vulnerable, would be put in a state of se- 
curity far greater at least than any which 


| they could enjoy without the aid of such 
| precautionary measures. But let the House 


consider what happened without this. To 
supply the place of these despised towers, 
the coast was lined with sea fencibles, armed 
with pikes, a weapon which had been said, 
if he recollected right, in some of the circu- 
lar official papers, to be capable of great 
effect in the hands of a Briton, fighting for 
every thing that was dear to him, He 
wished the House to reflect, what would be 
the situation of these pikemen, at Aldbo- 
rough for instance, one of the places, where 
there was a corps of that sort, and which 
was situated on the part of the coast to which 
he had heen alluding: Here was a straight 
shore with deep water, and a beach, on 
which in moderate weather vessels might ran 
with confidence, without even shortening sail : 
and in these circumstances it was supposed, 
that when vessels should thus arrive, con- 
taining each a hundred soldiers, and carrying 
a four-and-twenty pounder on ics bow, | 
were to stand on the shore with their pikg, 
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and push them of! Was this the idea of a bold 
Briton ? or was it the idea of master Frib- 
ble? “ Begone, fellow.” You might as well 
suppose, that the enemy was to be kept off 
by bodkins or knitting-needles. It was cer- 
tainly not by a force of this sort, that the 
coast could be defended. The great argu- 
ment, indeed, was, that it could not be de- 
fended at ail, and that therefore no defence 


should be attempted. And here he wished 


to recall the attention of the House to that ! 


sort of loose, vague, inconsiderate style of 
ich he had before alluded, 
and to which, it was melancholy to think, 
the very life and being of the state was some- 
times entrusted. When a proposal was made, 
for securing a part of the coast by works, 
as happened in the case of an hon. friend 
behind him (Colonel Craufurd) the answer 
universally made was, that you ceuld not 
fortify every part of the coast ; and thence it 
was meant to be inferred, ‘that it was useless 
to fortify any. But what was the sort of rea- 
soning that could lead to this as a conclusion? 
In many cases, he was ready to allow, that 
an argument to that effect would be just. 
If the question was of shutting mice out of 
a pantry, the conclusion would be correct, 
that to stop up one hole was useless, while 
any other was suffered to remain open. 
The strength of a chain, according to an old 
observation, was the strength of the weakest 
link. ‘To fortify those above it was useless : 
to add to the strength of those below it might 
be injurious, as well as useless; because, 
without adding to the general strength, you 
might add something to the weight. But 
were any one to apply that same reasoning 
to a chain in a figurative sense, to a chain of 
posts, nothing could be more false and in— 
conclustve. It is not here as in the other 
ease, that the force applied acted throug! 
every pait. The force acted only on the 
part to which it was applied; and if that 
part happened to be the strongest, would be 
resisted with the power of the strongest. It 
was true, that if the enemy knew your weak 
point, and could be sure of carrying his at- 
tac there, all that he was arguing against; 
must be admitted. But would any one main- 
tain, that such was the fact? Was this, what 
they heard on other occasions? When the 
danger of invasion was in discussion, how 
were those laughed to scorn, who seemed to 
‘upon the idea, that the enemy, ouce 
ed, could say either where he should, 
or where he should not, touch the land > How 
much of our confidence was founded, and 
ly founded, on the uncertainty which 
ongs to all the encmy's operations, and ia 
the impossibility of his fixing with certainty 
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the point in which his descent must be made? 
Yet here the tables were. suddenly turned; 
and to attempt to secure any part of the 
coast, while another was left‘ unguarded, was 
treated as trifling and childish; because the 
enemy would be sure to chuse what was 
weakest, and must be able to guide his ar- 
mament with perfect precision to the part, 
whatever it was, that he should chuse. He 
urged this topic, with a view to expose the 
sori of reasoning, which was admitted ofica 
into concerns of the greatest importance, and 
might prevail possibly at the present moment 
in questions more eritical and more certain, 
than that which he had brought forward re- 
specting the coast of Suffolk. There was, in 
fact, no security any where with persons so 
wholly unsuited, to the arduous crisis in 
which they had te act, as the hon. gentlemen. 
In every part of their system little conside- 
rations were mixing themselves with great, 
so as to spoil the effect of the whole, and 
prevent its working truly in avy of its ope- 
rations. This was eminently the case in the 
pecuniary part, where a wild profusion was 
so combined with a mean parsimony, that it 
was like the conduct of a man, who in givig 
a great entertainment with all the dainties ot 
the season, peas at a guinea a quart, shovid 
disgrace the whole by a scarcity of clean 
| glasses, or by a coarse and ill-washed table- 
cloth. With this must be coup!ed, as it pos- 
sibly arose out of it, an extraordinary passilt 
for machinery, into which the hon. gents. hac 
been led, partly, as it appeared, by the hope of 
working cheaper, and partly by that common 
error, of supposing that a great machine must 
be calculated to produce a great effect. Pheu 
machines were much Jike that which Ho- 
garth represents, where the wedge, the ar 
the axis in paritrochio, all the mechanics’ 
powers were introduced for the purpose 
drawing a cork, an operation which a waite! 
or butler would perform mere effectually, 
well as more expeditiously, by a little ns 
ment from his. pocket called a cork-screw. © 
was of the nature.of all machinery, that!n pra 
portion as the parts were complicated, oe 
movement was likely to be slow; not fo ve r 
tion that if any part should happen to be ole 
placed, or wanting, or ill-adjusted, the h , b 7 
must be ata stand, This was very muc 
case with some of the machines of the posh 
gentlemen. In order to keep their exer 
out of sight, and to throw as muchas po sae 
upon. individuals without the interve? 4 
of Parliament, they had setmp-thet 5% 
system. of. lord lieutenants, deputy 
nants, lieutenarits of division, inspecto ie. 
divisions, superintendaats of parishes, 
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to be held in readivess, but very improper 
Yor much of the work on which they were 
employed, namely, that of getting the coun- 
try into a state of military defence. OF all 
the instruments to work with for such a 
purpose, the worst, surely, that could be de- 
vised, was that of a deputy lieutenant’s meét- 
ing. LKverg one had heard frequently, and 


almost proverbiaily, of the slow progress ot 


official business. But at what rate must 
that business proceed, which had for its of- 
fice a county? Which, instead of clerks 
with salaries, amenable to superiors, com- 
pellable to a certain attendance, acted by 
country gentlemen, subject to no authority, 
who were bound by no especial duty, who 
might attend as much or as little as they liked, 
end who might feel possibly that they confer- 
red a favour every time that they attended at 
all? Offices, too, in which government busi- 
ness was transacted, were open commonly 
every day, aud for many hours each day. But 
what must be the cendition ot that office, 
whose days of attemdance were one in a 
week, and. whose oflice-hours were about 
three in each of those days? This office was 
likewise a corresponding office: but what 
must be the aetivity of that correspondence, 
Where between the letter and its answer 
there must be an interval always of a week? 
He took no netice here of the manner in 
which at such meetings business must ne- 
cessarily be conducted, where few possibly 
bad given much attention to the object in 
guestion, where no one had any right to pre- 
scribe to the rest, where many would come 
more to talk of their own private business or 
to meet those they were in quest of, than to 
promote the object in question, where most 
were impatient to be gome, where ail had 
voices, and, what was possibly not the least 
evil, where every one had a right to declare 
‘hat voice at as great length as he thought 
Proper. He would not better illustrate the 
cifects of the system which had thrown bu- 
Siness into this course, than. by stating what 
had happened upon the. subject of signals. 
‘t might have been thought, that the ar- 
Tanging a systém of signals, as it must have 
been among the earliest and most pressing 
objects of attention, that which, in some sort, 
was to give effect to every thing else, was 
the one also which would. have been most 
easily accomplished, and most speedily car- 
ried into effect. The that had bten 
adopted, was, too, of the most simple 
kind. A line of stations was to be esta 
blished along the coast, placed under the 
direction of persons. by the Ad- 

, and qualified to collect and to 

nv means of the Admiralty sig- 
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nals, such more detailed intelligence as was 
necessary for officers appearing off the coast, 
or commanding at the naval stations; while 
from this, as from a circumference, other 
lines were drawn inland, for the mere pur- 
pose of giving alarm, or for commanicating 
a few of the more simple results of what had 
been observed upon the coast. Any one 
would suppose that this was a work, which 
would not take long in completing; con- 
sidering that it was of that sort, which might 
be going on in all places at once, so that the 
time necessary for the whole would be no 
more than what had been required for the 
latest of the parts; and that in three weeks 
ora month from the first alarm, that is, 
from the 8th of March, however much our 
means of resistance might have been want- 
ing, we should at least not have been liable 
to see the cnemy amongst us v tthout notice 
of his approach. And so it would have been 
with any set of persons, who would have 
done things in a plain way: who would have 
been content ‘* to draw a cork with a cork+ 
screw.” But not so, the savers of moneyy 
aod the lovers of machinery. By seeking to 
divide the expense of these signals with the 
counties, and throwing the business, in con 
sequence, into the train which he had des 
seribed, the result was (tke House would, 
hear it with astonishment) that in some of 


. the maritime counties, immediately exposed 


to the enemy, and where the attack was 
Most expected, the system of signals, even im. 
those parts of it, whieh were most essential}: 
and ov which the whole depended, wasonog 
completed to that very hour, It would; na; 
turally be inquired, how this could happen» 
and the explanation might be given, by stat« 
ing only what had taken place in the county: 
to which he belonged. When the depoty# 
lieutenants signified to the lieutenantiof di-" - 
vision, that stations must be prepared for the’ 
reception of the naval officers : the lieute- 
nant of division did mot care to stir in the. 
business, till he knew whether the sums 
which Ne should advance, would be repaid 
to him by the deputy lieutenants. The de- 
paty lieutenants on the other hand, were a 
little shy of engaging for this monéy, till 


| they should know, whether they could make 


it good from the county: and, on the part 
of the county, it. was quiekly replied, that 
the lieutenants would look im vain for repay- 
ment there: for that the sims in question 
were no article for a county-rate, and im m0 
county-rate should they be admitted. 
the :vatter hung for some time, and here i 
might bave hung stilt longer, if the Deputy 
Licutenants, weary of this.slow returt 
anprocendeeee im patient 
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in a matter so important and urgent, had not 
reselved to take the risk upon themselves, 
and to direct the completion of the work, 
trusting that government would see them 
finally repaid. This government had en- 
gaged to do so; and the county of Norfolk 
might by that time, perhaps, be in posses- 
sion of its signals. But by whose fault had 
it happened, that it was not in possession 
of them sooner? It must fairly be said, 
not by the fault of any one, The striking 
feature of the case was, that with so great 
a delay and such a suceession of persons, 
no one could be found to whom the delay 
was imputable. ‘Fhe Lieutenant of Divi- 
sion could not be biamed, for not being 
willing to advance his money, till he knew 
by whom he was to be repaid. The De- 
puty Lieutenants might well have been jus- 
tified, had they persisted in refusing to the 
last, to take upon themselves an expense, 
which they had no means of recovering 
from the county. Fhe county was well 
warranted in insisting that their charge was 
ene, which was incurred for the general 
safety, and whith ought to be defrayed: by 
a general tax. The Admiralty were not 
to blame for delaying to send- officers, and 
commence the expenses of their establish- 
ment, till’ they should know that houses 
were ready to receive them. But this sue- 
cessive justification of all the parties con« 
cerned in the measure, was the most com- 
plete condemnation of thesystem to which 
it!:belonged, What must that system of 
proceedings be, in which, when every 
party under it haddone his duty, nine months 
could elapse, before the maritime counties 
were furnished with their establishment of 
signals? With this example he’ might 
safely close his account of the conduct of 


the hon. gents. as persons fit to direet . 


the energies, and call out the resources of 
the country, at the present moment. The 
tastance itself, as a circumstance in the si- 
tuation of the country, was now of no 
great importance; as it might be hoped, 
that by this time, or at least in about a’ 
month more, the evil was, or would be, at 
an end, and the maritime counties be pre. 
pared with their signals. But it was not so 
with: the state of the army, and of the mi- 
litary force of the country. Here was not 
only a great misconduct, but a. great na- 
tional eviland danger, present and future. 
The hon, ge had not only not pro- 
renin But had brought things to a 
state, in which, without some great change, 
it was im ible that: an: army sheuld be 
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soon, possibly, be dry likewise. It had 


yielded 7ooo men: it was doubtful how ‘ 


many more it had to yield. Whatever 
it gave to the army, was so mucl 
in diminution of #s own numbers,— 
How much might continue to ooze in from 
it, in its decreased and decreasing state, was 
very uncertain; not to mention the dread. 


_ fal expense and ruinous example of those 
’ successive enrolments—this double bounty. 


At all eventsthe supply, in this way, had 
necessarily a termination. It was an arti- 
ficial, not a natural cascade. As asupply, 
it must at last run out. When recruits 
should have entered from this army, equal 
to the original numbers, the measure was at 
an end, The army of reserve, therefore,could 
not be looked-upon as a permanent mode of 
recruiting. and remforcing the army; and, 
inthe mean while, by this and their other 
measures, ministers had laid the foundation 
of suck difficulties, as would render it 
nearly impossifile that any such mode 
should be devised in future. The’ proba- 
bility was, that after yielding to the army 
a few more thousands, so much would just 
remain of the army of reserve, as would 
be sufficient to preserve the example of 
this anomalous force, and‘ to make recrull- 
ing impossible by contributing, with the 
militia, to continue the high rate of bountits. 
In aid of all'these mischiefs came the effect 
of the volunteer system, which, as the hon. 
gentlemen had managed it, whether by 
design or by mistake, locked: up 400,009 
men of the active population of the coun 
try. What 2 blow was here! He ws 


tempted. to caltout to the hon. gentleman, 


as the Roman Emperor did to his care 
Redde mihi, Pare, legiones: Seventy thousané 
men and more, withdrawn from the supp’) 
of the army of reserve, by the militia ; aD 


- 400,000 men withdrawn from: both militia 


and‘army of reserve by the volunteers ; “ 
the army of reserve, the only source, “ 
recruiting the army; with’ what s0 
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men, andiat what rate of eee All iss 
as a future consideration, the’ hon. er * 
men thought nothing. of.—They had 2°" 
or thought they had got (they had Or 
got no'suich thing); whist was sail 
present: defence; and, beyond | was 
never thought: of looking. enomenin ask 
their utmost horizon, All beyon® | 
clouds and darkness. But te’ merely DY 
did not wishto bound their’ views 
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‘pen to have recourse to compulsory mea- 


170i J 


persons it would be a matter of anxiety to 
know, how the country was to proceed 
without the use ofa disposable force, and if 
such a force should appear necessary or de- 
sirable, in what manner it was to be ob- 
tained, His ideas upon this subject had long 
since been declared, and be had not been 
able, by any subsequent reflexion or inqui- 
ry, to get beyond the notions which he 
had at first formed. His opinion had been, 
and was, that, asa first step, there should 
be an universal abolition of the system of 
substitution, That all commutation for 
personal service {as Commutation there 
must be), should be made by fixed fine, so 
as to render government the only recruiter 
in the market without competition from 
militia, army of reserve, or any other ser- 
vice, That to meet, and co-operate with 
the effects of thé advantage thus given, 
service, in the army, should be changed 
from life to term of years; drafling should 
be formally abolished ; means possibly de- 
vised to render service in the West-Indies 
less frequently necessary ; and some other 
subordinate regulations adopted, calculated 
to give to the profession of a soldier advan- 
tagesand aitractions, additional to those, not 
inconsiderable ones, which it already had, 
With these things done, he was of opinion, 
that the condition of the country was not so 
changed, either as to the wealth or inclina- 
tions of the lower orders of its inhabitants, as 
to make it impossible, that, upon a greatly 
increased population, the army should be 
recruited as in former times. He was by 
no means sure, thatif thesemethods had been 
adopted, at the time when they were first 
suggested (and still more if they had been 
adopted at a period somewhat earlier) the 
army would not have been recruited, 
aud the general defence of the country 
increased, even at this moment, far beyond 
what it had been by the boasted measure 
of the army of reserve, That it would be so 
in the end, there could not be the smallest 
doubt. Jn a comparison of these measures, 
the same distinction must be observed, as 
Beapae accustomed to planting, knew 
ow to make between a sown and a planted 
tree: though the latter would have the ad- 
vantage at the beginning, and it might be, for 
some few years, it was known which would 
Cutsirip the other at the long run,—But 
should the danger at any moment be such, 
as not to wait the gradual ess of re- 
cruiting, however successfu]; or should the 
general success of recruiting, even in the 
hew circumstances proposed, be less than he 
was willing to imagine, it would be then 
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sures; but measures so chosen, (that is to 
say, of which the abolition of substitution 
should make part), as to become a powerful 
stimulus to recruiting, instead of presenting 
any impediment to it. He was as little a 
friend to compulsory measures, where they 
could be avoided, as any other gentleman: 
but he would not court popularity, nor dis- 
credit his own judgement by decrying them 
as unconstitutional, He had shewn, on a 
former occasion, together with several of his 
hon. friends; that so far from objecting fac- 
tiously to any measure of governnient, or 
lying in wait to raise a cry against the hon. 
gentlemen, he was more ready than the 
hon. gentlemen had seemed to be, to brave 
that cry, in support of any measure of the 
soit alluded to, which the circumstances of 
the times might render necessary.—These 
were his ideas of the measures to be adopted, 
for creating that first and most indispensable 
requisite in the present state of the world, 


_as well for the sake of immediate safety, 


as with a view to the future condition of the 
empire,—a regular and disposable military 
force. Instead of this, the hon, geutlemen 
seemed by their measures to be looking to 
any other force, rather than that of a regular 
army, the augmentation to which was as yet, 
by their own account, only 7000 men; while 
by thejr general conduct they had brought 
the country to a state, in which, at the end 
of nine months, a line of cruizers, or (ac- 
cording to the expression of an old poet, 
whom he did not dare to quote in the orj- 
ginal) “ a single plank of wood,” was all 
that protected the country, he would not 
say, from the ‘* grave,” but from evils and 
ss ie of a magnitude not to be de- 
scribed. ; 

Mr, Secretary Yorke.—Sir; after the very 
long, and certainly very entertaining speech, 
which you haye just heard, I fear that I shal] 
neither merit, nor be able to obtain from you 
and the House, that patience and that atten- 
tion, which I shall have ample occasion for, 
in replying to the attacks that the right, hon, 
geatleman has made on me, and on most of 
the measures of the present administration, 
The hon. gent. has quoted a passage of very 
ae poetry,’ to prove that there is 
‘* nothing gaod we say, and nothing wise we 
do;” but, in my opinion of the couiry, and 
of this House, the present government, if I 
may judge from the experience of the last 
session of Parliament, or the actual feelings 
of the people, has little to apprehend from 
the opposition of the right hon. gentleman, 
or the application gf what he has quoted, 
During that session, it must be admitte 
that we heard many exeellent o 
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speeches (and I should be sorry that the right 
pion. gent. were deprived of the opportunity 
ot amusing and instructing the House;) buat | 
then ye had to set off against them some 
good ministerial votes, the cordial and zeal- 
ous support of a very great majority of this 
Howe. The right bon. gent. bas begun by 
condemning the constitution of ihe army, 
considering it as the whole of a military 
system; and has enforced, with al] the elo- 
quence and ingennity that he is master of, 
ilie necessity of a total alteration in it: for 
considering, he says, the power, the means, | 
and the intentions of France, it is absolute!y 
incumbent on us to effect an entire change 
in our military system. I need scarcely re- 
peat to the right hon. gent., that peculiarly 
constituted as the army of this empire is, 
there is no power, save and except the omni- | 
potence of Parliament, that can operate those 
changes he so forcibly recommends. The 
sanction of the legisiature must precede the 
improvements, (if improvements they are) 
that the right hon. gent. advises. 1 have 
10 objection to taking the whole of qur mi- 
litary system under general consideration, 
provided that the right hon. gent. will have 
the prudence toomit the minute details; for, 
Y trist, that every one who hears me will 
allow, that a Committee of this House is not 
the best or the fittest place to go into an ac- 
(curate examination of the merits or defects 
of such a complicated system. The right 
hon, gent. has found much cause for disap. 
probation, in the defenceless and vulnerable 
state in which some part of the coast has 
been suffered to remain. In reply to this, I 
will frankly admit, that it is not in as good 
a state of defeace as it might have been, 
considering our means and the spirit of the 
people; but still I shall contend, thet it is 
fully sufficient for the protection of the 
country, and capable of affording a very se- 
rious resistance to any probable effort of the | 
enemy, The right hon. gent. has been par- 
ticularly severe in his condemnation of two 
measures of the government, which took 
place immediately after the signing of the 
peace of Amiens, the disbanding of the ar- 
my, and the disarming and dismantling of 
the navy. I must, Sir, «most solemnly pro- 
test against the view which the right hon. 
gent. has taken of those measures, for the 
true state of the facts will not justify the in- 
rences he has endeavoured to draw from 
them. At no period of our history was | 
here ev r, at the conclusion of a peace, an 
tablishment both naval and military, main- 
would support any comparison 
d and sanetioned by this Moise, | 
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tive treaty. Exclusive of that which took 
place in the cavalry, in which I admit jt was 
considerable, the diminution in the rest of 
our force, the infantry, IT mean, was very 
trifling indeed; not more than 7,000 men 
out of the whele of our regular army. The 
rest of those disbanded were troops whose 
services were limited, partly consisting 
of second battalions, who volunteered from 
the militia, whose time were within a year 
of expiration, and whose services, for thet 
short time, government, fog very cogent and 
prudential reasons, deemed it adviseable to 
cispense with. With regard to the numerical 
enumeration of our force, | can meet the 
right hon. gent., not only with pleasure but 
with absolute confidence on that head. I 
will state, for the information of that right 
hon. gent., and for the satisfaction of this 
House, that our regular force has been nearly 
dotbled since Jast session of Parliament. In- 
stead of 60,CO00 we have now an effective re- 
gular force of 120,000 men. In this num- 
ber I certainly niean to include the army of 
reserve, which has been incorporated with 
the regujar army, and which, for every m'- 
litary purpose, is as effective as any regulars, 
although, perhaps, according to a phrase of 
the right hon. gentleman's, “ they have not 
yet got the grass out of them.” In answet 
to the right hon. gent.’s objections to the 
battalions of reserve, I will allow, that als 
though they may not be as good as the 
others, stil! I will maintain, that such is the 
general practice in all, or most, of the great 
military services of Europe. There 1s scarce 
ly one of them in which the practice does 
not preyail of establishing reserved batta- 
lions, or battalions of dépot. Such a part o 
a military system is not unattended with 
great utility; it is equa] to many and very 
important services, for undertaking gars 
duty for instance, and by that means sac 
ing the troops of the line, aud adding de 
disposeable force of the country. As er 
militia, I assert that they are as good as rae 
Their number amounts to above ge 
England, and to 14,000 in Scotland. ci 
have been inspected and seen ote ‘hey 
by a nomber of general officers, 4P oti 
have extoried the applause and app" 
tion of every person of military emt” 
who has seen them. The Te ont 
before stated, amount to upwards of 379 ea 
4s ; 340,000 jnfantty, 
among which there are 930" » incot 
with a proportion, and certainly D . 







siderable one, of 17,000 ofgcers. 
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the right hon. gent. is pleased to consider as 
not an effective force. Although, Sir, they 
may not at the outset be capable of meeting 
a regular army in line of battle, a ci cum- 
stance, by the bye, not much to be appre- 
hended, or expected in a country like this, 
yet stil there are many possible contingencies 
in which they may be eminently useful. 
By acting on the flanks and rear of the ene- 
my; by making demonstrations; by contri- 
puting, with their numbers, to increase to 
the eye of the enemy, the magnitude of our 
regular force; on these and similar occasions, 
they will not prove, as the right hon. gent. 
has said, an ineffective force, but a formi- 
dable and highly efficient one: and when- 
ever the actual struggle comes, whenever 
they are to contend for their country and 
their homes, for every thing that is dear to 
their feelmgs and to their honour, 1 am con- 
fident that they will el! be found te do their 
duty, and that many of them will enter into 
theline, As to the right hon, gentleman's 
objection to their clothing, I must allow that 
it is a matter of regret, that they have not 
all adhered to the national colour, and prin- 
cipally because as the departure from it may 
eccasion some confusion. I even am tempt- 
ed to wish, that they had all adopted the re- 
gulation clothing, although that is not of so 
very much importance, as it is impossible, 
when acting in large bodies, that an enemy 
could distinguish the difference at a few hun- 
dred yards distance, ‘The right hon. geut., 
as he conceives, has made a stiil more serious 
objection against ministers, for he asserts, 
that the volunteer system at first made no 
part of their means of defence. Sir, in re- 
ply to this, I will only recal to this House 
an act which passed in the year 1802, in 
which, among others, there were express 
provisions, not only for continuing the old 
volunteers, but even for accepting new of- 
ters. Sir, it must be in the recollection . of 
gentlemen, that such an act was before this 
House, and that it created no discussion. It 
was in vain that J wished to call the attention 
of the House to the whole of our military and 
volunteer system. ‘The provisions and prin-. 
ciples of that bill passed through the House, 
with little comment, and as little attention 

Surely, if there had been any thing vicious 
in that system, it should have been resisted in 
limine. The General Defence Act, as it is en- 


titled, did not embrace the volunteer system, 
nor was it meant to supersede it, The propo- 


sition for exonerating the parishes, if volan- 
teers should offer to a certain extént,was made 
With the onanimous concurrence of this 
House. _ The whole nation rose as one man, 
824 it was frem that cause that the idea of 


if 
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parochial companies was laid aside. Was 
such an impetuous and gallant disposition 
on the part of the people, to be rejected by 
us? Were we to say to them, we won't 
accept your services, we will resort to our 
compulsery means? Sir, [ need not sug- 


| gest to the right hon, gent. how culpable, 


| should ajmost say, how criminal, govern- 
ment would have been, if they had not 
availed themselves of the spirit of the peo- 
ple, which we have never endeavoured to 
repress, as the hon. gent. has charged us 
with, but which, on the contrary, we have 
done every thing to promote. As to the 
siate of the arsenals, though that appertains 
more immediately to the ordnance depart- 
ment, | will assert, that they never were 
more abundantly provided. Upwards of 
400,660 stand of arms have been distributed, 
and it was the question of arms, andthe 
question of exemptions, which first com- 
pelied the government to the determination 
of restricting the extent of the volunteer- 
I lament, that 1 possess not the 
ability to reply to the whole of the ingeni- 
ous speech, which the right hon, gent. has 
delivered. ‘With regard to his observa-~ 
tion about a directing mind, I, for my 
own part, will admit, that I am not forta- 
nate enough to possess all the talent that the 
right hon. gent does; but I will not yield 
to him, or any man, in the disposition to 
serve the country with zeal, and, I trust, 
with effect. We, Sir, will doright, if we 
cam, and while we do so, we will expect 
the support of tle country. With regard 
to the principle of fortifying, although that 
is the exclusive province of the Board of 
Ordnance, yet I shall make a few observa- 
tions on that branch of our military system. 
l entirely coincide with the idea, that se- 
curity is our best economy; and I will 
candidly allow, that in my opinion, that part 
of our system has been too much neglected ; 
and it is on that account, that the plan 
which was submitted to Parliament, so far 
back as the year 1786, had not been adopt- 
ed. Not that I think, consisting as the 
population of this country does of a brave 
and gallant race of men, surrounded by the 
sea, and encircled by a navy the most nu- 
merous, enterprizing, and well-appointed 
of any in the world, that we have any oc- 
casion to resort to a very extensive plan of 
that species of defence. As to the Martelle 
towers, which the right hon. gent. has re» 
commended so strongly, and the advantages 
of which he has illustrated so clearly by an 
instance which I shall not.attempt to dite 
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and, if adviseable, most certainly should 

be adopted, wherever they are practicable. 

To the objections which the right hon. gent 

has made to the particular mode of employ- 

ing the Sea Fencibles, I will observe, that 

it is intended that some further arrange- 

ments, with respect to that branch of the 

national defence should be made in this 

session. Constituted as they are, even at 

this moment, they are eminently useful. 

They are competent to the manning of the 

guno-boats, and in that capacity, I am con- 

vineed, would be more than a match for 

any force of the same kind that France 

could send against us. Indeed, I think I 

shoul not sey too much, if I hazarded the 

assertion that they would beable to beat all 

its boasted flotillas, The right hon. gent. 

has said much about adopting a compulsory 

system of recruiting the army, by s novel 
and rather extraordrnary mode of putting 

anend to the volunteer system. I do not 

know, at least I have not made up my mind 

to say, whether the kind of compulsion the 

right han. gent, recommends, be strictly 
constitutional or not. J know that it is 
within the omnipotence of Parliament to 

ordain it; but I much doubt that the army 

could ever be efficiently recruiting by adopt- 
ing the system of fining, and employing 
the revenue drawn therefrom in the manner 
the right hon. gent. has suggested. Much 
less do I approve of the practice resorted to 
on former occasions, | mean ; that of allow- 
ing individuals to raiseregiments. Ths bad 
effects of that system have been felt from 
experience, and it has not been thought 
adviseable tO recur to it again. I; think 
there is but one more of the right hon. 
gentleman's suaggestions, which it is ne- 
cessary for me to advert to, and that is, the 
recommendation of enlisting for a certain 
term of years. To this there is one insuper- 
able objection, and that is, that it could not 
be done without disorganizing the whole of 
our military system ; for it must he extend- 
ed to the whole of the army, or it would 
inevitably produce jealousjes and dissatis- 
faction, that might prove fatal tothat strict 
discip!ine and prompt obedience and alacrity, 
without which an army is nothing. I am 
aware that such a practice prevailed in the 
Ausirian service, and I know that it was 
one of the greatest defects init, Let any 
man only consider the consequence that 
es 2 of such a system, 
‘particr if a number of troops were 
ordered abroad, whose perio: of po was 
expired, and who possibly might have 

} to be discharged before could 

way to the place of their desti- 
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nation. J am sure when the right hon, 
gent. reflects a little upon what he has thus 
recommended, he will have good sense 
enough to perceive the utter impracticability 
of it, and candour enough to acknowledge 
it. I have thus, as far as 1 am able, replied 
to every observation of the right hon. gent. 
which I have conceived to be material, | 
regret that I have been obliged to trespass 
so long upon the patience of gentlemen, 
and that they have been so ill repaid for the 
attention thcy have afforded me. 

Mr. Pitt.—Ii is not my intention at present, 
Sir, to follow the example of my right hon. 
friend, (Mr. Windham) in taking that de- 
tailed and comprehensive view of the subject 
before the Committee ; neither is it my in- 
tention to go into any retrospective dis. 
cussion of the measures of government, 
nor to inquire whether the extraordinary 
means with which they were entrusted 
befere the last prorogation of parliament, 
have been exercised with spfiicient vigour 
and ability. Considering the danger with 
which the country was threatened as not 
yet past, convinced that the crisis still im- 
pends, and that still we have further efforts 
to exert, and further precautions to adopt, 
in order to enable ys to meet it, I am 
anxious to direct your attention only to suci 
points as are peculiarly urgent, and o 
which delay would be inconvenient, if not 
dangerous ; and to suggest prospectively, 
the consideration of those objects which are 
immediately connected with the public s- 
curity. I am still less inclined at present 
to examine all the questions that might 
included in the resolutions presented to the 
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Committee, opening a wide field of se le 
cussion of the conduct of government ri only 
the state of our defence. 1 wish tocon a deg 






before us—the nature, the amount, and wd 
proposed management of the military : 
of the country. J am the more anxious 3 
this, as I have the misfortune [0 ae 
damentally from my right hon. frien , 

regard to what should be the nature” 
force to which we ought to look a5 4 ews 
nent source of safety throughout the | ts do- 
of this contest, however long may pe x al 
ration. No man thinks more high Y litary 
do of the importance of a regular peor 
force, or of the regular force of this 3 
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to the regular force, and as composing a safe 
and efficient system of national defence, it is 
wise and proper to resort. Parliament it- 
self, by sanctioning and regulating the vo- 
lurteer systent, adopted this principle; and 
if in the execution of that system, govern- 
ment have adhered to the policy which’ Par- 
liament approved, aud to the provisions it 
enacted, they must stand acquitted of all 
biame. On that subject, however, other 
parts of their conduct may be liable to cen- 
sure, 1 was formerly, and still am of opi- 
nion, that to a regular army alone, however 
superior, however excellent, that to the re- 
gular ariny, even aided by the militia, we 
ought not solely to trust; but that in a mo- 
meat so eventful, in a crisis so full of dan- 
ger, in a contest so singular in its character, 
aud whicl: perhaps may be tedious in its du- 
ration, we ought to superadd to the regular 
| army some permanent system of national de- 
| fence, cither to a certain degree compulsory, 
or formed upon the voluntary zeal and pa- 
triotism of the country itself. This ought 
to be resorted to as the grand source of do- 
| Mnestic security. The army must be the ral- 
| lying point; the army must furnish ex- 
| ample, must afford instruction, must give us 


| the principles on which that national system 


_ of defence must be’ formed, and by whith 
| the volunteer forces of this country, though, 
in a military view infetior to a regular army, 
would, fighting on their own soil, for every 
thing dear to individuals and important toa 
State, be invincible. Looking at the nature 
aad probable turns of the contest in which 

| We are engaged, I wish to see that system of 
defence employed, not merely for domestic 

| security, but so matured and regulated, as not 
only to carry the volunteer corps to as" high 
a degree of perfection as such bodies can be 
Cairied, but also to’enable us to use the re- 
gular army in its full extent, in any way 
which circumstances might point out as eli- 
gible, either for annoying the enemy where 
they are assailable by our separate efforts, or 
on a large scale, should a prospect open for 
Contributing to the deliverance of Europe 
from the oppression under which-it groans, 
and for the reduction of that ambitious power, 
by which the peace of the world is disturbed. 
Contemplating all these great and impor 
tant objects, I cannot but rejoice that the 
olunteer system has been formed, I see 
Hothing to’ complain of government for the 
©xtent to which it has been’ carried; neither 
© I complain: that it has fallen short of what 
© could wishor expect. F wish- | that: 
n the’ provisions: which’ were enacted; with 
gard ‘to its: the avmbets had been 
Hotted with some relation to’ the local posi- 
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tion and peculiar danger of the different parts 
of the country; I only wish that when it i 
was fixed generally, that the volunteer force 
might be six times the number of the mili- 


tia, a greater proportion had been assigned, 
or a facility had been reserved, of increasing ; 
it in the maritime counties; or in those most 1 


vulnerable and most exposed to the first at~ 
tacks of the enemy. I am sorry that a dif- 
ferent distribution was not adopted with re- B 
ference to the grand object of resisting and 





| repeliing the attempt of invasion, in the first y 
moment it shoald be made. Iam confirmed 

by the opinions of much better judges than 

I can pretend to be of such a matter, that a 

much smaller force would be sufficient to 

harass or defeat the enemy on their first land- 

ing, than a much larger free, after they had 

landed and recovered from the effects of 

their voyage. Both, therefore, with regard 

to the economy of money, but with regard 

to a much: more important economy—that 

of lives, it would have beem désirable that 

the mumbéer of volunteers should have been 
incréased and encouraged in proportion 

to the proximity to the coast, and to those 

points which are most liable to attacks, Such 

a distribution:as to the means of defence 

would be more effectual, and much more 3 
desirable, ori account of the object. Ai- ih 
though the force as now allotted, might and | 
would, wheo put in motion, be adequate to 
defeat the enemy's attempt, yet it would be : 
painful to think-that any progress should be 1 
made in'the invasion of this country, and if 4H 
the volunteers from’ the more distant parts 
should at last arrive to take their share ja 
the victory, yet the greater the force that 
could immediately be brought to act, the 
sooner would the enemy be subdued, and 
the less should we have to regret the loss and 
the disyrace of our enemy fixing himself itr 
the heart of our territory. But, on the other 
hand, wishing that no effort should be un- 
employed, that no means of safety should 
be neglected, I am desirous that while we 
make provision for meeting- the enemy the 
moment he touches the British’soil, prepared 
to repel him from our shores, to charge him 
as soon’ as he asceads the beach, we ought 
likewise to be ready, in case of necessity, to 
meet him with fresh armies, to ov 

him with fresh‘armiés, ici if it should’ 
bé requisite, to bring ar er inst’ 
him till he was final ag) ete seid. 1. eae 
fore, do not condemi the volunteer systent, 
in the interior, in the utmost extent to which 
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it has been carried: all I-mean to say is, that 
it was calculated to be of gt lity, and 
have admitted a greater extension in’ 
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struggle for the independence of the coun- 
try.— Having said se much on the volunteer 
system in general, I come now to consider 
by what means it may be rendered not 
merely a nominal force, not a pompous dis 
play to alarm the enemy with the multitude 
we can draw out against them, not merely a 
number of meno upon paper, but an efficient 
and permanent force, always improving, al- 
ways approaching nearer to the perfection of 
a regular military establishment.—As far as 
I can perceive from the estimates submitted 
to the House, and from the opening of the 
hon. gent., no provision is made for intro- 
ducing any improvement into the volunteer 
system, or from securing greater benefits 
from it than we vow obtain, or even for 
maintaining and securing those we already 
enjoy. Yet, with as much enthusiastic ar- 
dour for the volunteer institution, with as 
mouch admiration of the spirit and patriotism 
frem which it sprung, as any man can boast, 
I must say that from a!l that I have seen, 
and all that I have heard from those most 
capable of observing and of judging, it does 
not appear to me that we should be doing 
justice to ourselves, that we should wisely 
and effectually avail ourselves of the means 
of safety within our reach, if we hesitated 
or delayed to render the volunteer systcin, 
what it is susceptible of being made, a system 
of solid, permarient defence, a source of great 
and extensive national energy.—Upon this 
part of the subject, I am afraid I must to- 
tally disagree with my right hon. friend. 
So for am I from thinkiag that there has been 
any fault in endeavouring to introduce too 
rouch system into the volunteer institution, 
and to bring it near to the discipline and 
qualifications of a regular army; that I think 
too little has been done to promote what 
I consider.a most desirable object. I cannot 
agree with him, that the men who compose 
the volunteer corps would be most usefully 
employed as a mass. 1f that were the case, all 
that would be necessary would be enrolment, 
arms, and previous appointment of leaders. 
Even these, combined with the spirit and zeal 
of the brave pe ple of this country might be 
ultimately sufficient to ensure us victory, buf 
they would conquer amidst greater disadvan- 
tages, and at a greater expense, [t was 
the object of the legislature, in the mea-ures 
adopted last session for the public defence,. 
to assist and to regulate the spirit and zeal 
of the country, and by the help and sys- 
tem of discipline and instruction to enable 
a smaller number to do that which a much 
orest ae t f srould Eadie effect without 

fm ; to enable them finally to prevail over 
the assault of Sed 
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peri] to the country.— From what I have obs 
served, and from what I have heard of the 
state of the discipline of the Volunteers, [ 
| am more aad more convinced, that in order 
| to bring them to any considerable degree of 
discipline, they must be assembled in bodies, 
and that if they continue in companies they 
will make but little comparative progress, 
It seems desirable, therefore, that, wherever 
if can be done, they should be formed into 
battalions, When that cannot be done, 
they ought to be formed and brought to- 
| gether into as numerous connected bodies as 
| circumstances will permit, so as to have the 
| benefit of inspection and discipline. Ii ap- 
| pears to me extremely desirable, therefore, 
that every battalion of volufiteers should, in 
addition to its own officers, have the assist- 
ance of two officers of the service, one a 
field officer and one an adjutant, to assist 
in the instruction and discipline of the corps. 
These officers should be-considered as be- 
longing to the army, and should in every 
respect enjoy their rank, pay, and other 
advantages, as if they ‘were actually serving 
in the army. The expense of this arrange- 
ment would be considerable ; but from what 
I know of the great superiority which a bat- 
talion, with the benefit of such officers, has 
over one trained under their own officers 
without such assistance, though with the 
uitmost zeal and diligence, I am satisfied that 
the expense would be abundantly comp: 
sated by the perfection which the corps 
would attain. I do not know what the ex- 
pense of allowing two officers of the de- 
scription I have mentioned would be At 
present I see no provision made for such 4 
object. Neither do I Know what propor’! 
there is between the volunteer corps forme: 
prior to the 3d Aug. and subsequent (0 127 
period; nor how many adjutants are alone 
agreeably to the regulations now ia 
upon the subject. - E should imagine, a 
ever, upon a conjectural view of the ma : i 
that the whole expense of a field officer # 
adjutant for every battalion would 2 
ceed 160,000 or 180,000I. a years 
this expense surely is trifling in So ie 
with rendering 350,000 an efficient " e 
proving force. If the expenditure ° tly to 
a sum were to contribute so materia! 


penditure of their own lives, and with less 
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to obtain the fall benefit we desire. Even 
all the service which experienced officers 
could render, would be inadequate, if the 
number of days which the volunteers are by 
law required to drill, were to continue so 
limited as it is at present. I understand 
that the number of volunteers existing pre- 
vious to the 3d Aug, is40,000. Where pay 
is allowed to those accepted and embodied, 
since that period, it is allowed only for 20 


days. All are agreed that this is not suffi- | 


cient. Even government seem to be aware 
of this, for the condition of which one ad- 


jutant is allowed, is that the corps shall drill | 


84 days. But, surely, it is unreasonable to 
expect that these corps, which are to receive 
pay only for 20 days, shall drill 84, in order 
to entitle themselves to the advantages of an 
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| form; but respectable as the volunteers are, 
| Ishould consider it rash and hazardous to 
| trust solely to their exertions, constituted as 
| they now are, should any emergency arise 
| to oblige us to detach a great part of the re- 
| gular army. I believe, however, that there 
| is scarce a man who does not concur in 
| thinking, that if any favourable opportunity 
were to arrive of carrying the war tothe 
continent, if any prospect were to appear 
of rousing the spirit and supporting the ex- 
| ertions of those states that now bend in abe 
| ject submission to the despotism of France; 
if we could rekindle any hope of effecting 
the deliverance of Europe from the yoke 
under which it groans; in such objects the 
army of this country might be most usefully 
employed ; in such undertakings it might 


| 
| 








adjutant. Probably it would be right that 
some change in particulars should take place, 
and that the number of days in a year re- 
quired for dri!! should be from 40 to 50 or 
perhaps 60 the first year, and 40 after. 
These, however, are points of detail to be 
afterwards considered, and do not affect the 
general principle of the measure I have 
thought it my duty to suggest to the com- 


gloriously co-operate, Circumstances may 
arise in which, perhaps, we might aid in 
various continental operations. Perhaps our 
arms might be instrumental in delivering his 
Majesty's electoral dominions from the grind- 
ing dominion cf France; perhaps they might 
concur in wresting Holland from the same 
yoke, and might replace that system of Eu- 
rope, at least in many points essential to our 








mittee,—If then it were deemcd adviseable, 
as I have proposed, to increase the number 
of days for drill, and ta allow pay for that 
additional number, 30 or 40 shillings more 
for each man would be required. The 
whole expense for officers and for additional 
pay, on the principles above stated, would 
probably not exceed 500,000l. per annum ; 
but if it had the effect to render your volun- 
teers an efficient force, and to form them 
into a subsidiary army, constantly improving 
in discipline, I am satisfied that it would be 
found the cheapest part of our military esta- 
blishment.—If it should be necessary to de- 
tach the regular army on any foreign service, 
if the enemy were to effect a landing in Ire- 
land, and should a large proportion of ihe 
regular army be required to expel them 
from that part of the empire, we could, 
without putting too much to hazard, rely 
on the discipline as well as courage of a na- 
tional force so constituted. That it may be 
necessary to send a large proportion of the 
army on such service, we may judge by the 
experience we have had how near the. cne- 
my, notwithstanding the vigilance and the 
superiority of our fleets, were effecting a 
landing in Ireland: and it is our duty to. be 
prepared not only to guard against such ac- 
cidents, bus to avail ourselves of any favour- 
able opportunity of turning our arms to, the 
annoyanceof tle foe, _No man relies more 
on the valour of Englishmen than I do, or 


\ 


estimates more highly what it is able to per- : 


own safety, which the enemy has over- 
thrown. Is it not of the utinost importance 
then, to prepare to act with vigonr and with 
effect, when these or similar opportunities 
present themselves? And if we have the 
means in our power of establishing a 
system adequate to domestic security, and 
calculated to enable wus to exert our 
strength in offensive operations, every man 
must admit that 500,000l, is a small expense 
compared with such signal advantages.— 
I own, therefore, that if thcse ideas are agree- 
able to the sense of the commit'ee, I should 
rejoice to see them speedily carried into 
execution, that we may the sooner reap the 
fruits of them. We have now gone through 
that part of the year, in which the danger of 
an attack on our own shores was most likely 
to take place ; and when the ports of Hol- 
land are locked by the season, there seems 
to be less probability of the attempt of in- 
vasion being made upon England for some 
months, We should not, however, act as 
if the danger were wholly blown over, an 
the attempt wholly abandoned. We shou 
in this interval iligenty apply ourselves tg 
complete our means. of, defence, so that i 
the spring we may command every species 
security, which the resources of the country 
are calculated to afford, If it be the opi- 
nion of the House, that officers should 
assigned to the different volunteer battali 
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the officers with whom they would kave to 
act, and the men they would have to com- 
mand, before the season for military opera- 
tion returns J should wish, therefore, that 
even this night, at least before the recess, 
the House should pass a vote for carrying this 
object into effect. 1 am the more urgent 
for this, because it appears to be the only ob- 
ject connected with the Estimates that calls 
Other points 
may be reserved for future discussion, but if 
Parliament separates without making provi- 
sion for theexpenses which the objects I have 
poinied out wii rejuire, there will be no 
opportunity of making op for the time which 
must thus be lost in carrying the plan into 
exectition.— But even in addition to this im- 
provement on the volunieer system, it will 
be necessary, in order to give it due effect, 
that it should be accompanied with some 
hew regulations of detail, the purpose of 
which wil! be to keep up the number of the 
volunteers to their full amount, to ensure 
punctuality of attendance, to promote stea- 
diness, attention, and soldier'y habits, and, 
though without putting the corps under mar- 
tial law, provide for that obedience and dis- 
Cipline requisite to form the military charac- 
ter. Looking forward, as 1 am afraid we 
must, to the long duration of the present 
contest, it is of the utmost importance to 
prepare a system of defence, which will be 
Commensurate to the necessity of our situa- 
tien, and adequate to ¢very purpose, both of 
defensive and offensive war. We have al- 
ready seen what exeriions, what sacrifices, 
the people of this country are ready to make, 
under the guidance of parliament, under 
the impulse of zeal for its honour and inde- 
pendence, under a sense of the danger with 
which they are threatened. This zeal and 
this spirit, prompting such generous and 
unanimous efforts, may perhaps induce the 
enemy to abandon the project which he has 
presumptuously conceived and rashly ‘pro- 
claimed Perhaps, after viewing us on every 
side after reconnoitring our position, he 
may be forced virtually to-‘admit that we are 
unassailable. Perhaps, he may apparent! 
abandun his designs ; but we must not nif 
roses a lulled into a fatal security. 
¢ must not relax” our efforts, or intermit 


pur preparations, while any measure of ‘wise 


ab pb remains to be adopted. We must - 
Ke care that the enemy shall not do, by sure 
ize, what he finds he cannot do when hé 
gs given us warning. Indeed we are not 
expect that after the force of the count 
letdown, the enemy will always be 


at and so indiscreet as to give us” 


RS “previous notice ‘of the attack | 
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which he meditates. If, upon the apparent 
abandonment of the project of invasion, the 
people of this country were to indulge them- 
selves in congratulation on their escape. there 
issome daiger that the spirit which has 
proved our safety would subside, and these 
efforts be relaxed. The volunteer sys-em 
might thus moulder away. It is necessary, 
therefore, to give it that consistency and vi- 
gour which will keep it alive when the 
pressure which first produced it has subsided, 
Thas, even were the enemy suddenly to re- 
sume hi» desiga, we should be found pre- 
pared to meet and te defeat the enterprize. — 
It is the duty of the House, therefore, to 


| devise means for attaining this end. The 


House, thiuking for the people and providing 
for their welfare, will adopt suitable mea- 
sures, to give permanent system to this mea- 
sure of defence, instead of trusting that the 
spirit of the people will supersede the duties 
of the government. Let us be on our guard 
that no temporary or apparent abandonment 
of the meditated attack shall induce usto 
disarm. It would be advisabie, that when- 
ever the volunteers become too few in any 
district, the compulsory act of last session 
for callitg Dut and disciplining the people, 
should be putin foree. Care must be taken 
likewise that the voluutcers shall fu'fil the 
inten:ion of the legislature in their efficiency 
as well as number. Regulations must be 
established by summary fines to Secure ate 
tendance, and provisions made for enfor- 
cing discipline and inducing militery habits. 
Exemptions should not be aliowed but 
where these conditions are complied with, 
and no person should be allowed to with- 


‘draw from a corps without permission © 


the commander, or without finding a sub- 
stitute of proper military age. These ni 
I merely hint at, as they are matters of " 
tail that may be afterwards discussed, 20 
are less pressing than those to which op 
particularly called the immediate attentio 
of the Committee. If I am right, eee 
in my general ideas respecting the pre 
of officers to volunteer corps, the execu"! 
of this measure admits of no delay. | = 
pti BA inclined, therefore, to°move 4 sae 
tion for’ granting 500,000! for this in oe mi 
Before’ I sit down, i wish to say a few W 


respecting the exemptions 


-teers'are “entitled. It's 


indétstood f6 be. the law onthis subject 
not what the legislatare” intended, | Ay 
law stands, however, no exemptio 

‘ * : ‘person’ claimi io it! 
many’ who have’ attended tw 
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of drills without having such a certificate, 
and therefore would be subject to ihe baitlot. 
If any doubt remains as to the exemptions, 
itis but right that the legislature should pass 
an act clearing it up, that those who were 
influenced. by the prospect of exemptions, 
which they conceived were held out to them, 
may not have cause to complain that they 
were deceived by the ambiguity of the acts 
of parliament. There is another point, The 
law says, that to entitle to exefhption the vo- 
lunteers claiming it must have been exer- 
cised with arms; yet in some places it was 
impossible to procure arms; noram I sur 
prised at it, considering the great and sudden 
demand for supplying the Army of Reserve 
and the great number of volunteers through- 
out the country. Yet, in,such cases, it 
surely would be unreasonable to refuse the 
exemption when the claimants had actually 
learnt Many very important, and perhaps 
some of the most tedious parts of discipline 
without arms. It surely would be hard, then, 
that peop'e in this situation should be liable, 
to the baliot during the Christmas holidays, 
when by the spirit of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, they ought perhaps, in preference 
to others, to be exempted. —- These few 
observations I have thought it my. duty 
to submit to the Committee, feeling a 
most anxious wish to avoidy every topic 
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that could interfere with the consideration of | 


what is necessary tothe public defence, aud 


. at the same time desirous to direct your at- 


tention to those points, most essential to it. 
The subject of ihe Sea Fencibles has been 
alluded to, and I think has been mi-under 
stood by my Right Hon. Friend. Upon this 
head I may be allowedto speak with some 
confidence, as, from local situation, I have 
had an opportauity of examining it with 
care. If the sea fencibles were composed of 
men liable to serve in the navy, the objec- 
tions to it would be well founded ; but this 
is not the case. They are composed of sea- 
faring men, it is true, but chicfly pilots and 
others, obliged, not merely by their own 
Pursuits, but by their importance to the com- 
mercial interests of their country, to remain 
at the places of their residence... These men 


are intended to man the boats which have 


been prepared for the defence of the coast, 
and only armed with pikes in. sitwations 
Where they could sot act with. any. other 
weapons,. Indeed, | wishabat the Admiraliy 
had displayed more. dili ¢ in. preparing 
those vessels which. the sea fencibles were 
intended to man. This. es of force will, 
I am conSdent, be found of the utmost uti-- 
lity in case of any attempt to invade our 
shores, and-will evince the same superiority 





J ceding, 
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over the flotillas of France, which the other 
branches of our navy have evinced over the 
maritime force of the enemy; and whea 
brought to. trial will neither disappoint the 
hopes, nor lower the character of the country. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that the 
right hon. geni. (Mr. Pitt) had urged the 
necessity of voting more. money than was 
now proposed for the service of the volun- 
teers, in order to make them, as he advised, 
more perfect, by means of the addition of a 
field othcer and an adjutant; and he had 
stated his conviction, that this would have 
a very good effect. He wished with the 
right hon. gent. that this importent force 
should be made as coniplete as the nature of 
it was capable, consistently at the same time 
with necessary economy. But he could not 
heln observing on that subject, that time 
would be necessary to consider this matter 
before it should. be adopted. In all the 
corps adjutants were allowed pay; but it 
could not be contended that they should be 
alowed pay for the whole year, if they had 
to attend only 84 days, as stated by the 
right hon. gent., and government should not 
rashly run into this sort of expense: The 


last act of Parliament made upon tbissub- 


ject provides, that the volunteer corps should 
be subject to such regulations as his Majesty 
shouid think fit to make, and the compul- 
sory clause in the act for calling out the 
mass, might be referred to as occasion should 
require. He observed, that alihough 20 
days pay was to be allowed to those who 
had been trained for 20,days, yet they were 
not to be allowed it unless they had been 
trained and: exercised on the Sunday pre- 
And. most of the volunteer corps 
had been exercised 40 and 50 days, and 
many of them much more. Now, ail the 
volupteer corps had not only adjutants upon 
their establishment, but they were entitled to 
pay, yet they were not entitied to pay until 
called out ; and wpon the principle of eco- 
nomy, he. did not think that. government 
would be justified in granting them.perma- 
Dent pay, unless. their attcotion to the sta- 
tion was permanent. It. could noi be ‘ex- 
pected that they should receive pay for the 
whole year, for 84 days, any more than for 
40 or for 20 days. He thought, however, 
that what was stated by the right hon. gent. 
deserved great consideration... He said he 
wished to. be careful of incurring great ex- 
pense: he did not-say it was an expeuse tut 
ought net to be incurred, although the price 
was stated to be 500,000]... I. certainly was 
not absolutely necessary to be voted to-night, 
because the present resolution proposed to 
the Committee, if adopted as it stood, would | 
“Zz2 

























































ont es 
— 


> 


a 
= -——- 
oo er 


- it~ a a ine a - 


PE i 


—3Tere- 


ate fe 


P + 
p> ow 
a ee 


ow 
ele DO oe moneet 
kin wi he, : 
%.4 » : 
 - “ pl ¢ 


elle 


ipeerecttee 
ER oe 


nei 
o.oo ees dy pe 


* a ne i 
op Senne OE ith 


7h oe 
su SS 


pusictigs rrr 
Ge. 42 
i 2 


1719} 


not preclude the other from being adopted 
afterwards; for it might be voted at any 
time, as a sum of money on account of the 
volunteer service, and that, if necessary, 
might be very easily granted; but that would 
be improper now, not only because it was 
not clear that the plan was eligible, although 
he did not say it was not, but also because 
the expense of the volunteer corps, as it 
stands at present, is not yet well ascertained ; 
for these reasons he should hope that the 
right hon. gent. would not persist in this 
plan for the present. With regard to the 
advice of the right hon. gent. with respect to 
the maritime counties, that they should have 
a larger proportion of volunteers than the 
inland counties, it had been already adopted, 
he did not know whether to the full extent 
or in exact proportion that they ought to be 
in each particular instance, but certainly to 
a very considerable extent. In Devonshire, 
tor instance, there were not less than 12,000, 
exclusive of Plymouth and the Dock. ‘rhe 
same might be said of Portsmouth. As to 
Kent, there was a difference of opinion ; it 
appeared, however, that from 10 to 11,000 
had been raised there, beside those of the 
Cinque Ports, some of which were in Sussex, 
as the Committee knew, but in ail they 
amounted to 5,000 men; so that the volun- 
teers in the couuty of Kent were not less than 
15,000 men. This, he apprehended, would 
shew the Committee that the maritime coun- 
ties in the south of the island had been al- 
lowed to raise volunteers, in a manner suit- 
able to the distinction stated by the right 
hon. gent. So again in the counties of 
Cumberland and Durham, and those that ex- 
tended to that part of the coast, there was a, 
greater number of volunteers raised than in 
other counties; not that the inland counties 
were scanty, but the maritime counties were 
abundant in the number of volunteers.— 
Now, on the subject of exemptions, it was a 
subject on which he should not enter into 
detail: there had been doubts entertained, 
and these doubts arose out of the act of Par- 
liament; some of which doubts, he could not 
help saying, were occasioned by those who 
had not read the bill. Some of these points 
he had stated.—However, if these doubts 
were so considerable as he apprehended them 
to be, it would be proper, even before the 
recess, that a bill should be brought in to 
reinove those doubts. He then proceeded 
te explain what he understood to be the ope- 
ration of the army of reserve, as it bore on 
the subject alluded to, by those who ha‘ al- 
ready spoken, and then repeated, that as he 
understood a considerable number of gen- 
tlemen wished to have the matter of exemp- 
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tion of the volunteer corps better explained 
than it is at present, he should propose to 
bring in a bill for that purpose, and observed, 
that he should propose it before the recess; 
for he thought it essential to remove doubts 
upon that subject. 

Mr. Windham explained what he meant 
in that part of his speech which adverted to 
sea fencibles, to refer only to the places in 
which they were to be employed: all he 
wanted was, that they should be employed 
in proper places, and for proper purposes. 

Mr. 7. Greville was surprised that his 
right hon. friend and relation (Mr. Pitt) had 
thought it was only expedient at this time, 
to take a prospective view of public affairs; 
he considered the present as the natural and 
fit occasion, not only for examining the mi- 
litary arrangements which government pro- 
posed prospectively to adopt, but also for ex- 
amining what use ministers had made of those 
powers, which, in a former session, were en- 
trusted to them by Parliament. He did not 
think any thing said by the right hon. gent. 
opposite to him (Mr. Yorke) such an answer 
to the objection of bis right hon. friend as to 
have called on him, or any other of those 
who embraced his sentiments, to make any 
observations on the present occasion, had it 
not been from what fell from his right hon. 
relation (Mr. Pitt). With every wish t 
agree in any opinion expressed by that right 
hon. relative, he could not bring his mind to 
concur in the sentiments which had fallen 
from him that night. He thought his right 
hon. friend had taken a contracted view of 
the subject. No evidence was before the 
House of the volunteers being at all oo 
state of becoming effective. How then coul 
it be argued, that they could ever — 
completely effective as to prove a — “ 
for our regular army? It was not, petnap®, 
common to give an account to the House 0 
the amount of the regular anny. It was et 
however, for any gentleman, comparing 
statement of the Sec. of State with the other 
known branches of our military esiab ws 
ment, to know what that force.actually we ‘ 
The whole was stated by the Sec. 3! 
to amount to 120,000. By ee , 
militia we could at once see the a os. 
our regular force. The militia was : “on 
which: being deducted from the whole a 
lar force, as stated by gentlemen themselve” 
there remained 50,900. 
was necessary to observe, the are 
was comprehended. Was it poss? 
to conceive that such was the re did not 
gular army of this country ?—But 
wish to stand on any small 
tion, Jt was known pretty we 
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state of our regular force in Mareh last, at 
the commencement of hostilities. The in- 
adequate state of our military preparation, 
he at that time thought a charge of a serious 
nature against government. But, if it was 
then regarded as a crime, that the regular 
force of this country only amounted to 20 
or 25,000, what were we to think of the 
energy or exertion of that government, which, 
in the space of eight months, during which 
every nerve ought to have been stretched to 
render our situation more suitable to the 
danger which threatened us, had increased 
that force only from 8 to 10,000 men; and 
who had, in the mean-time, been compel- 
ling every man to enter into a military ser- 
vice of a different nature, to the destruction 
of that service, which it was their bounden 
duty to encourage and support. He had 
heard from his right hon. relation, that 
doubts were entertained as to the exemption 
from the army of reserve in favour of vo- 
lunteers, and he was still more surprised to 
hear from a right hon. gent, in administra- 
tion, that such exemption actually existed. 
He knew that, in the part of the country 
with which he was best acquainted, the 
greater part of the volunteers had been en- 
rolled under the express explanation that 
they were liable to the ballots under the ex- 
isting acts. It was only represented to them, 
that as every person must serve, it might be 
more agreeable to them to serve in their own 
particular district, or in any particular corps, 
than to be drafted into the general levy. 
This exemption was the very cause of the 
deficiency of the army of reserve; it seem- 
ed, therefore, rather remarkable that it should 
be conferred on persons enrolled under the 
express understanding that they were not to 
be entitled to it. Thus were we destroying 
our regular establishment, and putting the 
death-blow to that force which had lately 
gained such laurels to themselves and to 
their country! While we pretended to be 
inviting continental alliances, we were de- 
priving ourselves of the means of profiting 
by them. The army ef reserve he could not 
view as equal to the militia, They were sub- 
Ject to be drafted into other corps, and there- 
fore their officers could never feel that mi- 
litary pride in them which was indispensable 
in an effective force. The discouragements, 
too, which the extraordinary bounties given 
in the army of reserve must have thrown on 
the recruiting for the regulars, was beyond 
calculation; and the army of reserve being 
raised by such immense bounties, must in- 
terfere with the recruiting in the regular 
army ; and, besides this, he conceived the 
army of reserve and those of the regulars to 





teen days without arms. 
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he a very improper mixture, for this reason, 
that one man who had received a bounty of 
Sl. or 101. and who was bound to go to any 
part of the world, and to continue in the 
service for life, would have another by his 
side who had received 50]. bounty, and 
who was not bound to go out of this island, 
nor to continue his services longer than the 
present war. ‘The one of these would na- 
turally laugh at the other. With regard to 
the act for regulating volunteers, it was so 
defective, that many very cruel hardships 
were felt by volunteers. He stated the case 
of some volunteers who had exercised six- 
’ The lord lieute- 
nant advised them not to train any more un- 
ul they had arms; for that otherwise they 
would lose the benefit of the act, which re- 


quired that they should have been trained 


_ with arms for a part of this time. 


‘they 


accordingly desisted for the four days wait- 


ing for arms, but they got none. In the 
mean-time, they were ballotted in for the 
militia, and when they claimed their ex- 
emption as volunteers, they could not be 
exempted: thus they lost their exemptions, 
not by any act of their own, but by the act 
of government. ‘This shewed the absolute 
necessity of revising this act. Mr, Gren- 
ville concluded by observing, that if go- 
vernment do not take some means to place 
the regular army of the country upon aa 
effective system, instead of applying them- 
selves to the increase of the volunteer force, 
much as he respected those corps, yet he 
must feel the House would not do its duty 
if it rested contented with a force merely to 
assist a regular army at home. 

Lord Castlereagh.—I perfectly concur in 
the opinion, with which the right hon. 
gent. who spoke Jast (Mr. Grenviile) has 
opened his speech ; “ that the present is 
the natural and fit occasion, not only for 
examining the military arrangement, which 
government proposes prospectively to adopt, 
but also for examining what use ministers 
have made of those powers which, in a 
former session, were entrusted to them by 
Parliament ;’”’ nor should I be disposed to 
complain that another right hon. gent. (Mr. 


Windham) should have questioned upon the 


present occasion the policy of that system 
of measures, to which the sanction of Par- 
liament was formerly given, did not the re- 
view which he has taken of that system, ap- 
pear to me not so much calculated to guide 
our policy hereafter, as most unjustly to de- 
preciate and disparage the various efforts, 
which the country has made for its security, 
and to deny to al!, except the troops enlisted 
for.general service, the share of merit and 
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value which fairly belongs to them in a mi- 
litary point of view.—In examining the use 
government has made of the powers vested 
in them by Parliament, I am perfectly pre- 
pared to admit, that mo'e ample means 
were never afforded to any former ministers ; 
that no former occasion called for equal 
exertions; and, that in no period of our 
history had the government a people more 
willing to answer every ca'l upon their ex- 
ertions, or one more eager to make every 
sacrifice for the public safety I think it 
is but fair, that the conduct of government 
should be tried, asthe right hon. gent. bas 
proposed, with reference to the time they 
have had to act, to -the means afforded 
them, and to the temper of the country, 
uuder which tho-e meas were to be em- 
ployed. But, before I state shortly to the 
Committee what the King’s ministers have 
accomplished for the defence of the country 
since Parliament last separated, I am anxi- 
ous to rescue the military system, then de- 
cided upon from two imputations, which 
the right hon. geut. (Mr. Windham) ap- 
pears to me very unjustly to have thrown 
wpon it.—The first is, ‘* that the measure 
of the army of reserve andthe high boun- 
ties resulting therefrom, have essentially 
crippled, if not destroyed, the recruiting 
of men for general service,” in considering 
which, the right hon. gent. recurs to his 
former suggestion of ballotting men for ge- 
neral service, denying to persons so ballot- 
ted the option of serving by substitutes. I 
am not disposed at present to argue the ex- 
pediency of a measure of such extreme ri- 
gour. I wish only now to state what has 
been .the effect upon the recruiting service 
of thattmeasure, which he so much con 
demns. It appears, that out of 35,000men, 
already raised tor the army of reserve, 7,500 
have entered for general service. It is to be 
observed, that this number has entered in a 
period of less than two months, the enlist- 
ing having commenced only in the beginning 
of Oct. and having been suspended, with 
a view to the better discipline of this force, 
since the ist. Dec. The hon. gent. will 
therefore find, that this measure, which‘ he 
describes as so fatal to the recruiting service, 
has in the short space of two months pro- 
duced nearly as many men for general ser- 
vice as had been obtained in the preceding 
year, by the ordinary mode of recruiting, 
even at that period, when neither the mili- 
tia nor the army of reserve were in progress. 
—The right hon. gent. very naturally con- 
ceives, that the high bounty must have al- 
together suspended the ordivary mode of re- 
eruiting; byt here again experience is pre- 


~ 








PARL, DEBATES, Dic. 9.—<Army Estimates. 


. [1724 


ferable to theory, and we find, that althongh 
the pumber of recruits so raised has inte 
of late diminish d, as I understand, about 
one-third, yet it has by no means had the 
effect, at least not in the extent which has 
been attributed toit by the righ: hon, gent, 
of injuring the ordinary recruiting s¢ rvice, 
—The next material objection urged against 
the system, is with respect to the volunteers, 
After depreciating the efficiency of that im- 
portant branch of our public force, and 
giving the preference to an armed peasaniry, 
unorganised and undisciplined, it is_ said, 
that the present force is not only bad in it- 
self, but that it locks up a large proportion 
of our military population, and deprives us 
of their services for many more usetul pur- 
poses. —This objection I must positive'y de- 
ny. ‘The exemptions granted to the volun- 
teers, without doubt, make the ballot bot) 
for the militia and the army of reserve fall 
more severely upon persons not enrolled in 
these corps ; and as we know that, in pout 
of fact, few ballotted men ever serve in 
person, it certainly operates as aa increase 
of tax upon these who are not ‘hus en- 
rolled; but in what shape can this be said 
to lock up any part of our population, % 
as to interfere with their becoming regular 
soldiers? Is there any thing to preventa 
man serving in a voluntcer corps from enter- 
ing into the militia, or tbe regular army? Js 
it not, on the contrary, an ascertaived lac, 
that any description of military service Tr 
pens and prepares the feelings of men for 
one more extended? It must then appear 
evident, that however it may siilii the 
question of expense, in providing substi 
tutes, from one class of the communly: 
another, yet, so far from narrowing le 
amount of substitutes to be procured, ‘ 
has the directly contrary effect, maswive 
as it cannot fail to infuse a military spirit 
into many men, whose minds would never 
otherwise have received the same iret 
tion.— Having, I trust, removed the main 
objections that have been urged agains 
the system itself, I wish to state we 
Commiitee what has been the result of ily 
as administered by his Majesty’s mi” 
and to afford them a general outline © 
means of defence that have alrea¢) 
provided, under the heads of army, 1°" 
and ordnance.—-In stating the prec. e 
litary force, it appears most satisfactory,” 
combine the whole number, of ever) on 
scription, at present subsisting 1n cogil 
Britain and Ireland. The gross pepe FT 
turally divides itself into troops on ea’ 
nent pay, and those liable to 0 ares 
event of invasion, Of the first desctij 
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there are at present in Great-Britain and 
in the islards of Jersey and Guerrsey, 
130,000 men; and in Ireland, so.000 men, 
making in the whole 180,000 rank and file. 
The right hon. gent. who spoke last (My. 
Grenvilic) seems to have been impressed 
with an idea that, of this force, but a very 
small proportion was disposeable for gene 
ral service, and he attempted io p ove to 
the committee, that we had not the means, 
oat a favoursble opportunity presented it- 
self for offensive operations, of furnishing 


m an adequate force for that purpose. To 
& prove this, he supposed the milita quite cem- 
Me plete. ; “i ' 

»pete, and deducting the whole number to 


: which that force mav by law becarried, he 
thereby diminishes the real amount of the 


@ divpo-eable force.—I can, however, have 
® ho objection to state distinctly the actual 
P composition of the 180,000 rank and file, 
0 which the army of the United Kingdom 
~ at home at present consists. | 


The effective 
tank and file of the militia in Great-Britain 
and Ireland amount to 84,900 men; the 
regular force to g6,000, of which 27,000 
are for limited service, and 60,000 at this 
BMoment dispose ble tor general service, in 
whatever proportion circum-tances may 


i Teider it prudent so to apply them.—The 


ext great feature of our military strength 
ms the volunteer force, of which there are 
pt present in Great-Britain, accepted and 
Batrayed, 340,000 men, and im Ireland 
70,000, making a total of 410,000 rank 
@nd file in the United Kingdom, to whsch 
Must be added, as connected with our de- 
mecnce on shore, though also applicable to 
Bervice afloat, the sea fencibles, exceeding 

2<,000 men. i he gross force of rank and 
male, at present on foot, is therefore ds fol- 
Bows: army in the field 150,000; volun- 
Beers 410,000; sea fencibles 2¢,000; total 
Bank and file 615,000, adding thereto 
Ptticers, non-commissioned othcers and 
awunmers. The gross force in Great-Bri. 
Bain and Ireland (exclusive of various other 
BUXiliiry means of defence) amounts to not 
- than 700,000 men, and with respect to 
© more regular part of this army, namely, 
Hat which is kept constantly in the field, it 
‘y be considered as applicable, without 
ny deduction, to meet the enemy, as it 
ill be relieved by the other descriptions of 
bce from ‘hose detailed services which in 

neral accasion so serious a deduction from 
© fighting men of an army, whilst the 
‘icleucy of the volunteer corps js such as 
ay fully qualify them, if the occasion 
ould require it, not only to co-operate, in 
cir due proportion, with the regular army, 
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but to be brought into the line immediately 
opposed to the evuemy.—I am aware it may 
be sald, that buta proportion of this force 
is at present armed. Whatever delicacy 
may usually belong to subjects of this na- 
ture, 1 feel no disposition, and see no rea- 
son why | should concea! from the country, 
in this or in any other respect, its true situ. 
ation. Of the force in Ireland, consisting 
of 120.000 men, the whole is armed, and 
means are previded for arming, without 
delay, a stil greater number of volun- 
teers. OF the 495,000 men at presentia 
Great-Britain, there are armed as follows: 
Army in the held £30,000, vo.unteers 
220,000, sea fencibles 25,000—375,000. 
Remaining to be armed with muskets 
120,000-—495,000.--Of the latter, how- 
ever, a very considerable number are at 
this monient provisionally armed with pikes, 
nearly 80,c00 having been already 1 sued 
from the ordnance. It ts further to be 
remarked, that although the distribution 
of arms has been, 1p the first mstance, 
directed, so as to complete the corps of 
the metropolis, and the counties on the 
coast, there has been issued, at the same 
time, such a proportion of arms to the 
corps of the interior, as was deemed sufh- 
cient for the purposes of smmediate in- 
struction, and arrangements have been 
made, which will enable the government 
to arm from the larger depéts of arms still 
unissued, and which are daily augmenting, 
whatever proportion of this force it may 
be found expedient, under any emergency, 
to assemble for service.—Such 1s the pre- 
sent state of our army ; that of our navy 
is not less calculated to inspire coniidence, 
and to ensure the public safety, as far as 
security can be accomplished by naval 
means. Wathout entering into a minute 
detail of the several classes of ships, of 
which that navy is at this moment com- 
posed, enough to state to the Commit- 
tee, that the number of ships of war 
at present amounts to 46y, and that in 
aid of the regular navy, and for the 
purposes of coast defence, an armed flo- 
tilla, to the extent of 800 craft of all 
descriptions, is nearly completed, and fur- 
ther surveys are in progress for extending 
that number.—It must be gratifying to 
perceive the voluntary exertions of the 
country displayed not less strongly in the 
naval than m the land detence, and_al- 
though the exertions of other portions of 
the community, too numerous to admit of 
specification, are equally to be admired, it 
is impossible not to allude to the dis- 
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tinguished example which has been given 
upon the present occasion by the Kast- 
India company, and the corporation of the 
Trinity House: 20 armed ships have been 
furnished for the public service by the for- 
mer, and 1o frigates have been manned 
by the latter for the defence of the Thames, 
which, in aid of its other ample naval de- 
fences, may be considered as rendering 
that important part of our frontier, abso- 
Jutely impenetrable. — When the committee 
reflect on the naval means which the coun- 
try at this moment possesses, and when 
they compare them with any means of 
annoyance which the enemy can com- 
mand, although it can never induce them 
to trust the protection of the country 
exclusively to that description of force, 
which must depend ir. some degree upon an 
uncertain element for its means of acting, 
yet they must feel that they have every 
thing to hope, as the enemy have every 
thing to dread, from the exertions of our 
navy.—It would be injustice not to notice, 
with the praise that belongs toit, the dis- 
tinguished share which the ordnance de- 
partment has borne in the execution of the 
present armament. In the habits of pro- 
viding for a military system upon a scale 
altogether dissimilar to that upon which 
the wisdom of Parliament has thought it 
expedient at present toact, the ordnance 
has been prepared to meet, almost at the 
outset of the war, the unparaileled de- 
mands that have been made upon it. Since 
the commencement of hostilities, there 
have been issued by the ordnance 312,000 
muskets, 16,000 pistols, and 77,000 pikes, 
reserving in store such an amount of arms, 
as, in the event of a campaign, may be 
sufficient to meet the waste on service of 
so extended an army, whilst measures 
have been taken, which will enable it, at 
no distant period, completely to arm the 
whole of the volunteers.—The field train, 
which was fully adequate inthe last war 
to the force then employed, is, in Great- 
Britain alone, already increased from 346 
to 648 pieces of ordnance, completely ap- 
pointed, and brigaded under experienced 
officers. The horses attached to the same 
have been increased from 3,300 to 5,900, 
and the drivers from 1,400 to 3,000. The 

antity of moveable ammunition with 
each gun has also been nearly doubled. 
The made-up ammunition for small arms, 
both distributed and instore, has been in- 
creased even in a greater degree, and the 
general provision of stores in all-the other 
branches is equally abundant. Corres- 
ponding exeitions have been made for the 
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service of Ireland.—TF have thus detailed 
| to the Committee the actual state of de. 
fence, in which the country has bee; 
| placed, during the first seven months 
| the war. Looking to the aggregate, in 
| army, navy, and ordnance, I venture to 
| put it to the feelings of the Committee, 
| whether his Majesty's ministers have slept 
| upon their post or failed in their duty to 
| the public. Iam not disposed to contrast 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


what has been done with the result of any 
former exertions made in any former war, 
for Iam perfectly ready to admit that the 
exigency is as unexampled as the facilities 
of every description which the government 
has experienced from the nation; but! 
am desirous of putting it fairly to the Com- 
mittee (admitting the extent of our te- 
sources, and the disposition to place them 
at the disposal of goverament, which per- 
haps nevegt existed in an equal degree at 
any formieperiod) whether they have not 
been call@ forth with diligence, with 1a 
pidity, arg with effect. I may, without 
presumption, speak with the less reserve 
upon this subject, as the department en- 
trusted to my care, although it subjects me 
to an equal share of responsibility with the 
rest of my colleagues, entitles me certainly 
to no participation in the praise —_ 
belongs to the successful execution of these 
measures. I have therefore felt myself 
called upon, in justice towards the persons 
who preside, at this important crisis, over 
the great military departments of the — 
government, to state what I have “a 
and thereby to discharge a debt of gral 
tude, which I owe to them, 3” cone 
with the country.— Having said thus pe 
on the past military system and mre 
of the King’s government, | yrs 
satisfy either my own feelings OF disc if 
the duty which I owe to the pu “th me 
did not express those sentiments Wi, ae 
spect to the future, which are oe pe 
pressed on my own mind ; and, BIS) 
the improvement of the force now faoke on 
ence, and in particular, of the vo at s 
Although unprepared at this ger 
express any opinion upon ou a 
° R % llen 10 / 
suggestions, which have fal! j have # 
right hon, friend (Mr Pitt) yer. 3 
hesitation in concurring with OY” | 
é * ° edienc! 
general principle, in the @XP tes 
improving, as far as may . 
with a reasonable attention '° © 
the discipline and efficiency Of © right bom 
I also.concur entirely with ™Y t ‘he ap 
friend in opinion, that it ' ae he 
parent abandonment. by aang failult 
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of any attempt which they may make 
upon our coast, which should induce us 
to relax in the vigilance and exertions, to 
which alone, in times like these, the safety 
of the country can in pradence be entrusted, 
Were even a peace, of that description, 
which in wisdom we ought to conctuade, 
within our immediate reach (and that such 
a peace may yet be very remote, who will 
be so so sanguine as to deny ?) we have 
seen enough ot the temper and spirit of the 
coancils which pervade the ,@@® Europe ; 
we have had such experience of the age 
in which we live, as can leave us no alter- 
native in true wisdom, but to place the 
security of these realms, in peace as in 
war, upon such a basis of internal strength, 
as shall for ever lay the question of invasion 
at rest. To such a system alone can we 
look for the preservation of peace itself. 
The liberties which have descended to us 
from our ancestors, and the unexampled 
and accumulating prosperity which has 
crowned our own labours and industry, 
whilst they furnish us with the most ample 
means of providing for the public safety, 
have already drawn, ¢nd will continue to 
draw upon us the jealousy and malignity 
of the enemy. Feelings of this nature 
can only be met and coutrouled by demon- 
Sstrating to him, that our strength, whether 
in peace or in war, is such, as torender his 
views hopeless. He may then perhaps learn 
to respect what he cannot hope to destroy. 
He may be the more disposed to leave us at 
peace, when he is taught how litte he can 
efiget in war. Whatever may be the exer- 
tions, and whatever may be the sacrifices 
connected with such a course of policy, 
these the sound sense and persevering cha- 
racter of the British natiou will, I am con- 
fident, prepare them chearfully to encounter. 
They will, for their own tranquillity, as 
well as for their own safety, determine to 
be no less distinguished in arms, than in 
commerce and in freedom. ‘The public 
safety must henceforward be confidedto the 
manly energies of the country ; add we may 
then hope that the British oak will continue 
to flourish for ages to come, a proud mo- 
nument, that as a nation we have had the 
virtue to defend those blessings, which under 
the favour of Providence we soeminently 
enjoy. 

_ Mr. Fox.—I do not rise, Sir, to enter 
Into a discussion of all the points that 
have this night been touched upon in the 
course of thedebate ; they are all, no doubt, 
of high importance, and deserve a distinct 
and full consideration. But I shall now 
abstain, as much as possible, from every 
Vor, IV. 
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topic that is not necessarily connected with 
the subject more immediately before the 
Committee. I shall first, however, make 
a few observations on the gloomy presages, 
the miclancholy descriptions with which the 
noble lord who just sat down, has thought 
proper to covclude his speech. ‘The noble 
lord has stated, that, in his opinion, the 
present war is likely to have a long con- 
tinuance, and every body knows how much 
of the wishes and designs of men enter into 
the composition of their opinions ; however, 
he has argued, as if the expenditure of the 
country must be increased, just in propor- 
tion to the degree of prosperity which it 
may at any time enjoy, and, that our pros- 
perity renders it necessary for us to become 
a military nation; in a word, that the pre- 
sent «military arrangements are to be per- 
manent, and that they are to ** grow with 
our growth andstrengthen withour strength,” 
with all the expense and incumbrances that 
accompany them. Of this, according to 
the noble lord, our prosperity is the cause; 
if so then, our prosperity is productive of a 
great misfortune; but, 1 shall not dwell 
longer on this singular opinion, farther than 
to say, that it holds out a very afflicting 
prospect to the country. A right hon. gent. 
under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) has stated, that 
we should not mix any other consideration 
with the business of this sight, and that we 
are not to advert to the past, but to take 
care for the future, and vote the supply, 
without adverting to the use that has been 
made of former grants for a similar purpose. 
3ut Iam not of the same opinion with that 
right hon, geut., that a retrospect of the past 
does not torm as properly the subject for 
examination on this day, as any speculation 
upon or provision for the future ; indeed, | 
do not see how the latter is to be justly con- 
sidered, if we put out of our view all re- 
collection of the former. If we determine 
to forget the past we literally determine not 
to profit by experience ; but, as | said be- 
fore, | shall not take the right hon. gentle- 
man’s advice, ‘The noble lord has reviewed 
the conduct of his colleagues since the last 
session, but I shall go farther back. I shalk 
refer to the proceedings of ministers at the 
time the measures which have been com- 
mented upon this evening were proposed 
and discussed. The right hon. gentlemen say 
this night, in reply to the arguments of the 


right hon. gent. on the same bench: with me 


(Mr. Windham), with which arguments [ 
most perfectly concur, that their system was 
at the period [allude to approved of by Par- 
liament. But even so, is that a fit objection 
to the disapprobation now expressed of that 
* Aaa . 
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system, Since that system originated, the 
House has had the advantage of experience 
to judge of its nature and effects, and is that 
experience in its favour? How shall we form 
any fair opinion of it but from that experi- 
ence; and yet theright hon. gent. under the 
gallery (Mr. Pitt) would, if his opposition to 
any retrospect were aticnded to, entirely 
preclude us from consulting that criterion. 
Tn all points of legislation, 
duty to consider the mode in which the laws 
are tobe executed ;_ but, in the point which 
relates to the system) now under discussion, 
this manner of execution is the principal 
thing. We have heard that the machinery 
of this system was bad, and certainiy, in 
my opinion, nothing could be worse, ex- 
cept the views which induced the proposi- 
tion of it. And shall it then be said, that 
although the machinery has been found, 
from universal experience, to be so very 
exceptionable, the system is still to go on, 


tt 1s our Obvious 


truly, because Parliament, in the course of 


Jast session, approved of it ; but the period 
which bas since clapsed, has proved that it 
is not calculated to promote the object mi- 
nisters profess to have in view, namely, the 
vigoious prosecution of the war. ‘These 
remarks I mean principally to apply to the 
system of the volunteers, which torms the 
most prominent feature in the present de- 
bate, and the question with respect to which 
has been put on very fair grounds by the 
right hon. gent. on the same bench with me, 
(Mr. Windham) and with all whose senti- 
ments on the subject I entirely agree. That 
right hon. gent, stated, that he considered 
that in the present crisis the defence of the 
country would be better consulted, and the 
attack of the enemy better provided for, by 
the increase of our regular Jand force, than 
by the embodying of so many volunteers, 
He also stated, that the volunteers were 
rather so many men with-held from our ef- 
fective force, than so many added to it, 
He did not, however, say any such thing 
as that which was ascribed to him by the 
noble ford, that the regulars were the only 
army which he would recommend to be 
raised in the present situation of affairs, but 
that the description of troops he would pro- 
pose to be added to the regular army, would 
be very different from that which the volun- 
teer system had collected. That the patri- 
otic feeling and the martial ardour which 
the volunteers have manifested entitled them 
to the highest praise, no man could doubt ; 
but the sentiment of the right hon gent. 
and mine also is, that this ardour misht be 
much better directed and much better em- 


ployed in another way. How differenily, 
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however, does this right hon. gent. and the 
right bon. gent. under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) 
consider this institution, and the manner iq 
which it may and ought to be used tor the 


public safety. Though the views of boil 
are distinct, yet both agree in thinking the 


volunteers, according to their present con. 
stituuon, exceedingly imperfect. ‘The richt 
hon. gent. on the same bench with me dors 
not deny that, even as they now stand, th } 
may be ‘useful, but maintains that 

degree of utility might be derived from the 
same men under a different system; thot 
they are not an adequate substitute for | 
reeular army, nor fit to act with them, 
The right hen. gent. under the gallery 
siders the volunteers as laying the founda 
tion of a future military association, upon 
which the country might be able to re’ 
for its defence, in case it should become ai. 
visable, in the course of the war, to send ail 
our disposable force out of the country. 
What! men who, according to the letter ot 
the act, are only required to subi " 
twenty days discipline in the course oi 
year, in order to exempt them fiom sng 
ballotted for the militia, and to shelter them 
from regular service and martial Jaw, to 
be reckoned upon as likely to become, 1 any 
reasonable time, qualified to supply the piace 
of a regular army, and to have the salely 
of the country committed to their ere 
tion! Really I do not fully understand th 
meaning of the right hon. gest. ’ - 
point. It seems to be his view, ihat the ¥0- 
lunteers are hereafter to be converted ~ 
something like a disposable regular 
Such a thing is not within the contenpiation 
of the bill upon which the volunteer “ant ’ 
is grounded: I certainly do not so un” 
stand it; and I am fully sure that the me 
bers of the volunteer associations do pot bj 
any means so understand it. 1 should vi “ 
to know the sentiments of his Majesty § it 
nisters upon this question. Last sei" ” 
was understood that the volunteers Sie 
be drilled only on Sundays, in order si 
progress of their discipline should not 10 
fere with their respective avocations. 
is a collateral circumstance, but !5 y‘ | 
terial to the point in view ; 5h bil 
were the object of the framers of 8 ne 
to make the volunteers, within any ae 
able time, convertible into an efficient 
they undoubtedly would, as they a ae 
bave prescribed that much more UME ® 
be devoted to the learning of aor lost. 
cipline ; iu fact, that no time shou! ciple of 
But, according to the original hee case 
the bill, the volunteers were not !D 4 ¢ 
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the regular reg as pegiyiae soldiers. I 
avree with the rieht hon. gent. under the 
gallery, that the vo lunteers s should be al- 
lowed pay for such days as they are called 
upon to attend drill, for it would be ex- 
tremely unfair to adant the idea, that indus- 
tous wen of family should be expected, trom 
pastes isin, to devote so much of their time 
to military service for the public good,with- 
out ree pecuntary compensation ; although 
Lt cannot compresiecd 1 clearly, and where | 
cannot approve, the other 


l should 


Timents 


can conprehend 


remarks he made upon the subject. 

be glad, indeed, to hear in what light those 
remarks are regarded by ministers, by whom 
the generality of the observations of the 
right “hon. gent. on the same bench with me 

17. WU: ’ 4 . °. 

(Mr. Wiadham) seem to be guite miscon- 
ceived; and [| am the more anxious that 


those observations should be clearly repre- 


sented, as they happen to be so expressive of 


the opinions that Linyself hold. The right 
hon. gent. did notsay, as the noble lord stated 
and argued unon, that the voiunteers formed 
a force that was locked up from the public 
that many of those who might 
have composed the necessary increase of the 
regular army were locked up in the institu- 
tion; and so they are, by the exeniptions 
Which volunteers enjoyed from being bal- 
jott d tor the militia or the army of reserve. 
This was the complaint of the right hon. 
gent, and it is mine Another right hon, 
gent. on the same bench with me (Mr. T. 
Grenville :) has observed, that no recruits are 
likely to enter into the army from the volun- 
cer corps, It does not appear to me 
sirabie that such a thing should be sought 
for. I hope it can never be in the con- 
templation of any man to use any compulsion 
for such purpose, towards those who have 
ahr into volunteer corps, under the ex- 
press understanding which the bill contains, 
The honour of the country, and the cha- 
racter of the legislature, forbid it. I trust 
willan attempt be made to 
seduce the volunteers to enlist, because such 
an attempt would bea violation of the terms 
upon which they became velanteers : and 
am pretiy sure that no man has entered 
into those associations, under the idea that 
he was at any time to be transferred to a re- 
gular regiment; and, from the rank in life 
Which the generality of the volunteers hold, 
any effort to recruit the army from among 
them would be attended with very inconsi- 
derable success, if any. Indeed, I do not 
at all like the idea, as it is ineunsistent with 
the nature of the engagements as they under- 
Stood it upon entering into the volunteer 
Corps. Whatever I may think of the insti- 


use; but 
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de- 


lliat in no event 
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I wish the members of it to be 
utiiost 
rely 
hey are actuated ; 


tution, 
treated with the 
tion, 


which 


respect and atten- 
applaud the zeal by 
but Ican never 
nyse that Uiey are ever 

the expectations of the 
under the gallery, even it 
lrilled 50 days in the year, 
! In what 


as | most since 
persaade it to believe 
like ly tO auoswel 
right hon, gent. 
they were to be 

vs tbe right hon. gent. desired. 
time, I would ask, considering the ordinary 
habits of the volunteer corps, would they be 
capable of filling the place which the rmght 
hon. would assign them? Certainly 
pot in the next year or the following. Would 


g ent. 


it be prudent to place the sate! y of the 
country uoder the protection, at any time 
of war, of a body of volunteers not subject 


to martiallaw, nor inured to military disci- 
pline? If ihe rumour of invasion, which, 
by the by, I never thought so likely to be 
attempted, and if attempted not so practi- 


cable as most people seem to imagine, were 
to blow over, would the right y EN gent. 


under the gallery, or any other gentleman, 
venture to advise the sending of our regular 
army on any foreign expedition, and de pend 
entirely on the volanteers for our safety 
against apy attack of the enemy on our 
coast? If in such a case invasion should 
be actnally undertaken, there would, I 
think, be serious ground for apprehension 
and alarm. T'rom these considerations I de- 
duce an opinion correspondent to that of the 
on the same bench with me, 
volunteer sys- 
sent system 


right h ion gent, 
nad the machinery of the 
tem is bad; and that the pre 


is never lik: ly i produce such a 


tar 
aval ec. 


even with the atd of that right hon. gentie- 
damit (Mr. Pitt) utmost ability, as he pro- 
fesses to enteriain a hope of. [ am per- 


suaded that the volunteers will not answer 
to act with the regular army in the field of 
battle, opposed to ihe enemy's troops, as they 
are at prese nt constructed, mor to form the 
ground work of such a force as the right 
hon. gent. under the gallery has alluded to, 
I should have no cbjection to a general are 
mament of the people under any circum. 
stances when the country was in danger. 
But the volunteers, in the light which I view 
them, cannot be considered as an arming of 
the people. If they are to be so considered 
they are in numbers quite too weak; bat if 
they are to be regarded as the foundation of 
a future army, as ; the right hon. gent. under 
the gallery has hinted, they are too large. 

For the latter purpose 400,000 men would be 
too much, and for the former one million of 
men would not be very considerable. There- 
fore, in either case, the volunteer system is 
unsuitable. Itstruck me, assomewhat strang-, 
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in the noble lord’s description of the forces 
of the country, that he never stated the pre- 


cise amount of the regular army, as contra- | 


distinguished to the militia. Why this was 
not told, I cannot say ; but no doubt it was 
not, because they were so numerous that they 
could not be counted. The volunteers seem- 
ed to be the favourite subject of the noble 
lord’s description, enumeration, and praise. 
No doubt the volunieers themselves are 
justly entitled to applause; but I must say, 
that the character of the country is not ad- 
vanced by the frequent repetition of such 
applause. What, was the House to feel so 
much elated as if it were matter of wonder 
that when the country was declared in dan- 
ger, the people of England were emulous to 
step forward and defend their homes against 
a French invader? In such a crisis they had 
stood forth as was to be expected, and in 
such numbers that ministers thought proper 
to resist their increase, and yet they were not 
likely to afford all the utility of which, other- 
wise constituted, they would have been ca- 
pable; what a melancholy reflection! 
Among the other objections of the right 
hon. gent. on the same bench with me, is 
that which he professed to the manner of the 
volunteer clothing, an objection of which I 
also approve ; and by those who have com- 
mented upon it, I think it has been put on a 
very wrong footing. I do not like giving 
men red coats merely to give them the ap- 
pearance of soldiers, withont the material 
ingredients necessary to form such charac- 
ters. When I hear ministers talking of the 
propriety of dressing the volunteers in miki- 
tary uniforms, I ask, do they mean merely 
that the French troops should take them for 
soldiers? As masked batteries are used in 
war, perhaps you mean to fight the French in 
masquerade? or do you mean to hold out the 
volunteers as mere targets to be fired at? 
You might make use of them in various other 
ways, but you destroy their utility by at- 
tempting to make them soldiers. No man 
will think me apt to favour any sysiem op- 
posite to. civil liberty; but yet I cannot help 
saying, that nothing appears to me more ab- 
surd than the idea of making men effective 
soldiers for the resistance or attack of an ef- 
fective regular army, without martial law or 
military discipline. By this project of the 
volunteers you send men to impede the 
movements of your regular force, which men 
might be employed most usefully to annoy 





the enemy in Various ways, to protect the 


villages,.in fact, by other means to defend 
the faye against the invader; but the 
battle in the field with the troops of the in- 

der must be fought by your regular army ; 
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and victory to our arms, in such a contest 
will, I hope and trust, ever be the result. 
The prospect of victory to us, indeed, js 
strengthened by the various advantages y hich 
always present themselves to the invaded 
country. Upon these advantages, indepen- 
dently of the gallantry of our regular troops, 
we reckon with just grounds of confidence, 
if we could look to the active assistance of 
an armed peasantry ; but where are they to 
be found—they are absorbed in the voiun- 
teers! What 1 would wish is, to see al! men 
in their proper places, the soldier in the army, 
the peasant in the country, and the people 
throughout in that sitaation where they 
could be employed each in his proper de: 
partment.—It may be observed, that it is 
inconsistent in me, who last year approved 
of the reduction of the regular army, now to 
call for its increase; but the times, it is to 
be recollected, are somewhat different ; we 
were last year at peace, and whether I maj 

be considered “ nature’s fool,” or the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer's, 1 certainly did 
think that peace would continue ; and atthe 
commencement of the war, I stated very 
fully the reasons why, I thought it might 
with proper management, and ought to be 
preserved ; but if I was “ nature's fool” in 
thinking the peace of Amiens likely to con- 
tinue, the Chancellor of the Exchequer cer- 
tainly took a great deal of pains, gave sy 
flattering descriptions, and used all the argu 
ments in his power to confirm me 10 ™) 
folly. Under the influence, therefore, of 
that folly; I recommended the decrease of 
our armed force at the commencement ol 
the last sessions.—With the hope express¢é 
by the right hon. gent. under the gallery, * 
heartily join, that we shall not long confine 
ourselves to mere defensive war; that 
soon as circumstances favour the project, ¥° 
shall proceed upon vigorous offensive wary 

that we shall not always limit our g:O'y . 
the mere security of-our own countly ; oe 
that we shal) not suffer ourselves, accordins 
to the old observation, to ** be swallowed a 
ip the channel.” But what description “ 
offensive operations does the right hon. ws 
deem practicablé with the present consi!” 
tion of our armed force ? If ever the ent 
sion of Ireland were attempted by the vin 
my, and :hat they actually landed a con® ot 
able force, would he feel it safe to ue > 10 
material proportion of our regular ar keo 
that cou try, leaving England to the Fj an 
of the Volunteers? I for myself shoule td : 

cate any such idea. I beg to be se sinet, 
distinctly as meaning no disrespect ¥ * duals 
in what I have observed, to the indiviitt 

who compose the Volunteer Corps, “ 
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deserving, I am confident, of all the regard 
I feel for their motives, I nevertheless think, 
that no abilities can possibly tarn the Volun- 
teer Corps into a regular army. Now we 
recommend another mode: augment your 
regular army. In other cases, when men 
are compeiled to do something in haste, they 
don't reason like our Ministers. When you 
want something done ina harry, you don't 
set about teaching the whole art or science. 
If you wanted to take a servant with you 
abroad, and would teach him a few words 
of a foreign language, that he might know 
how to order your supper, or take care of 
your horses, or enquire his way—suppose it 
was the Latin language—would you give 
him two or three ordinary words, such as 
bread, beer, &c. or send him to Eton to learn 
his propria gue maribus? ‘hose who know 
me, know that I have a very great respect 
for the study of Grammar, and that is cer- 
tainly the way to make a man a scholar, 
though not to teach him readily to do a few 
necessary things. Now, what are you do- 
ing? What is the first thing for a soldier? 
Why to aim and fire. But you are tutoring 
men into all the punctilios of the parade, 
making them hold up their bodies and turn 
out their toes, all proper enough when there 
is time for it. Remember, that if tne Vo- 
lunteers are wanted in Dec. or Jan. so they 
were in Aug. or Sept. But, in September, 
when we were told to expect the French, 
how many of them had never fired a gun 
(the case with great numbers of the English 
peasantry, &c.) and still fewer knew how to 
clean it, and to take care of it? That was 
your case then. But if Ministers were so 
miserably ill prepared in Aug. last, 1 confess 
I am obliged to suspect they now are propor- 
tionably so. You have been teaching the 
Volunteers a variety of matters that some of 
the best writers on military affairs (Marshal 
Saxe for example) consider as trifles—evo- 
lutions which had better be avoided in ac- 
tion. We say the Volunteers compose a 
main part of our national defence, and that 
they consist of the greater part of the young 
and active men. Now I want this descrip- 
tion of persons for two other purposes ; first 
for the regular army, and secondly for the 
armed nation, not for a sort of half army, 
that you are to put on the top of a hill, to 
frighten the enemy if he should dare to land. 
An hon. friend of mine (Mr. Sheridan) at a 
late public meeting, did me the honour to 
compliment me as being a private in one of 
these Corps. No doubt his motive was kind 
10 toasting my name as a private in the 
Chertsey Serie; but I am obliged to decline 


the honour he intended me, for this plain 
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reason, that I never was a private in that 
Corps ; nor will [ become one in any Corps, 
because I will not undertake a situation, the 
duties of which I am not competent to per- 
form; my age disqualifies me for it; I could 
not endure the fatigues of a soldier's life; 
though, I must confess, I. have seen many 
gentlemen worse looking than myself, parad- 
ing in the utmost pomp of military array. 
It may be said that the influence of example 
ought to be considered, and probably, from 
that consideration, most of his Majesty's Mi- 
nisters have become Volunteers. But, what 
kind of example are they likely to give ? 
Why, if the French should invade this coun- 
try, they would immediately desert ; for they 
must either desert their offices or the Volun- 
teer Corps, and it is easy to judge what choice 
thy would make. No dotbt they would, 
previous to their desertion, apologise to the 
Corps they might belong to, that a necessary 
attendance at their ministerial duties obliged 
them to depart. Aud what would be the 
effect of such apologies on the different 
Corps? Why this, that it would be a prece- 
dent to justify the desertion of every other 
Volunteer, who could assign any plausible 
reason of pressing business, &c. I see no 
good example, nor any public spirit in such 
things. ‘This vaunted influence of example, 
however, is quite ofa piece with the theatrical, 
ostentatious foppery of the Volunteer systens, 
which seems only fit for nothing but to be put 
on the top ofa hill tobe looked at.—Itis quite 
a different kind of thing when a gentleman 
puts himself at the head of any Corps, where 
he can be of use. For instance, the right 
hon. gent. who opened the debate (Mr. 
Windham), is, I find, a Volunteer Officer 
in his own county, where, from local cir- 
cumstances, he probably may be of more 
use than any other person, or in any other 
way.— As to the affair of the exemptions, it 
is the crudest thing I ever heard of. J 
thought I could see a great deal of regret in 
the Sec. of State’s speech on that point. But 
his reason is traly curious. He says, ‘ Why 
did not you all tell me of it? It’s all your 
own fault. You were all placed here to 
watch me, and you said nothing.’ A great 
number of Volunteers, as has been obsei ved, 
were enrolled without apy exempticn what- 
ever. There were several parishes, where 
people entered into subscriptions, to provide 
for the Army of Reserve, Substitutes have 
risen to an enormous price, frequently to 
£50. Parishes cannot get them. Poor 
men, who never were Volunteers, who can- 
not afford it, are too old, or perhaps infirm, 
insure; by and by, comes another ballet, 
till the parish pays off its whole debt, as the 
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case is in many parishes in the county where 
I live.—As to the arms: the ordnance, 
tt is said, had as many as could be expected. 
f am not quite of that opinion ; it might 
have been so in former times, bat in a mo- 
dern view of the business, I say, with the 
foresight Ministers say they had of the de- 
signs of the enemy, it ought to have been 
better stored. ‘They concluded their peace 
would not last; we, who were * Natures 
fools” and mere idiots, could not know that. 
But did they provide for war? My credulity 
must be greater than they thought it, before 
I can bring myself to believe it. But did 
they think of a war with France without 
the threat of attenipting an invasion? It 
seems hardly possible. It was, therefore, 
necessary to guard against it. I say that, ia 
such case, they must have seen the necessity 
of providing more than 300,000 muskets. 
Why they should seem so disposed to boast 
of the state of the country, I don't know, 
unless it be that they are themselves really 
surprised at their own exertions. They have 
been quite astonished; and, looking round 
on one another, ‘ Oh,’ say they, ‘ who could 
have thought it? We never could have 
Imagined that we were capable of such ex- 
ertions. Of the country it was impossible 
for them to think meanly: nor do Isee why 
any man should be surprised or astonished to 
see Englishmen coming forward martully to 
defend themselves. What they might think 
of themselves is another matter: if they 
foresaw the danger, there could be no impe- 
diment to foreseeing the want of arms. [ 
do hope, that some things have lately hap- 
pened to render that danger less. I say, that 
if Admiral Cornwallis could, during the 
week Parliament met, lay off Brest with his 
fleet, and effectually blockade that port, he 
has materially lessened the danger, and has 
gained laurels as great at most as ever were 
gained by avictory. The utmost degree of 
praise is due to that gallant Commander for 
his skill and bravery in this most important 
affair, which I think of the highest conse- 
quence to the Country. I certainly however 
by no means say, that on that account we 
ought to relax at all in our defensive prepa- 
rations, But here perhaps I may be biassed. 
Always thinking an invasion attended with 


“many difficulties, and particularly under 


these circumstances, but deeming it equally 
necessary to be fully on our guard against 
it ; I say, I may be biassed, but I can't help 
saying, go on in your preparations, but let 


them be such 2s may be most speedily con- . 


veried into the means of offensive warfare, 
and if I gave an additional vote to night, ‘it 


mn ould be to the regular army.—Now, Sir,. 
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having stated. my difficulties as to the con. 
verting the Volunteer Corps iato a founda. 
tion for the regular army, [ wish to say g 
word as to their duration, more particularly 
as the Noble Lord spoke of them as not be- 
ing intended for temporary purposes. Noy 
suppose, whether justly or unjustly, the war 
should become, in any respect, unpopular, 
if you should exact from the Volunteers tio- 
thing but what is perfectly compatible with 
their other necessary pursuits of life, they 
will go on very well; bot I think, that on 
the petty pay allowed them, should certain 
circumstances, unforeseen at present, arise, 
the keeping of them up, on their present 
footing, may not be impossible, but [ will 
say improbable. The Noble Lord talked ot 
making us.a military nation. I do not see 
the matter exactly in the sate light with 
him; but I have no objecticn to see the na- 
tion more military in its character even io 
time of peace, so far as that every class of 
persous should be better skilled in the use ol 
arms; peasants, arlizans, and commercial 
men, &c.° This would be of considerable 
advantage to the country. But we are ask- 
ed, how else are the people to be employed 
in the public service? Why, the sec. a 
War says, he is not a military man. Mo- 
desty is a good quality, But J humbly thins, 
that at a time when the country is threatened 
with a formidable invasion, and we are Tals 
ing such immense forces to oppose it, the 
Sec. at Wir should be somewhat of a mir 
tary man. But he refers to General Oliicer*. 
Every General Oilieer, I think, will i 
him, that’ the best way of arming ™ 
people, is by training them to their Me 
per uses,—— I cannot help repeating ™ 
opinion which I gave last session, a 
upon which a motion was ineliectu® y 
made in this House; namely, that a 
should be a responsible military authorily, 
to which the Parliament and the pee 
might look for the whole conduct of si a 
my department, I have great Cee Chick 
spect for H. R. H. the Commander tL aon- 
but I am persuaded, from my person? ‘ a 
ledge of his character, that he pone olf 
pleased with the flattery, that he 1s — 
capable of the very difficult task of ae "hk 
ing this department. It requires, a, ih 
that the responsibility should be cic that 
positive. I may be allowed 8? tbe 
there is an obstacle in his high birth ee 
responsibility which belongs to his od meae 
There is a delicacy in questioning | us rank, 
sures of a personage of his lasiei® aot! 
which deters men in general from too" 

of calling him to account. It1s not Sibe will 
to say, that «lithe alrangemcnts 
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' might change them every day. 
}it is his prerogative, but his ministers are 


tive capriciously. 


/to the employment of the best talents and 
}experience that the army can supply, and 


changed by caprice. 
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tary system for the last summer have been 
unsteady, vascillating and capricious, Early in 
the summer a staff was appointed, which, to 
say no worse of it, gave considerable surprize 
to milttary men. Generals were appointed 
to the command of districts, who no doubt 
had just pretensions to employment, but men 
were disposed to enquire why others of the 
greatest experience, gallantry and distinction 
were omitted! Names were missed that, in 
a situation of the country so critical, ought, 
io the public opinion, to have been the first 
thougt of. ‘Thus it was conceived that Lord 
Cornwallis was not so old as to be overiook- 
ed; and surely my noble friend, Marl Moira, 
was not so destitute of activity, zeal, enc rey, 
and experience as to be left unemployed. 
And yet, in the first instance, bis name was 
not to be found. A general promotion, how- 
ever took place, and this altered the arrange- 
ment ;—Lord Hutchinson, who had been 
employed at first, was now put off the staff, 
and Earl Moira was most properly appointed 
to the chief command in Scotland-=an ap- 
pointment which gave me the highest satis- 
faction, as it must do to every one who truly 
regarded the defence of the country; but 
why, if the noble earl was proper to be 
trusted with a great military station in Oct. 
was he overlooked in May? [ft was an- 
swered to all this, that it was the King’s pre- 
rogative to change his Generals, and that he 
Most true 


responsible for the exercise of this preroga- 
The country have a right 


the characters of officers are an essential part 
of the public strength. Men are not to be 
Where nothing has 
happened to alter the circumstances, it be- 
trays a levity inconsistent with the character 
of a strong and efficient government to 
change, take officers up, and put them down 
without a reason assigned, or an argument 


‘of any kind.—Every part of the service has 


been Jeft to chance. Even in raising the 
Army of Reserve, there was the same want 
of attention, After men had paid £40 or 
~50 to find a substitute for the Army of 
Reserve, and the substitute had marched to 
the appointed rendezvous, he fourd no one 
there to receive him. This had happened 


#0 many instances, and the substitutes not 


knowing what to do with themselves or their 
Money, had deserted in post chaises and 
sour, Was there ever an admistration so 
rusted, so supported—so left with almost 
incontrolled power as the present—with the 
Pitt of the country raised to the highest 
thusiasm with no party differences to mo- 


| lest them—with the Lords Lieutenants of 
| the Counties all eager to second their views ; 
and yet what had they done with all this 
Had it not been the chief employ- 
ment of those Lords Lieutenants to compre- 
bend the instructions they had received —the 
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justify the Irish government in that affair, 





power ? 


} 


explanation of the explanations had occupied 
their time; and not merely in re- 


almost all 


- 


gardtotheir signals in Norfolk, but toall their 
system there had been such asystem of confu- 
sion, contradiction and vascillation as tomake 
it impossible for the proper officers to under 


yeak- 


stand what they were to do. Iam ¢ 
ing now of their military system, 
their boasted 
shall hear enough hereatter.—Now I am 
speaking on the general subject of munis- 
terial changes and confusion, I am led 
to mention a circumstance respecting a 
near relation of mine (General Fox), con- 
cerning whom the conduct of government 
has been such as I cannot comprehend. 


7 
y 
] 


He was sent, after the commencement of 


the war, to a very high and important 
command (in Ireland) ; an appointment at 


which I felt much more of anxiety than of 


pleasure, notwithstanding the knowledge I 
had of his character. <A disturbance broke 
out in Dublin on the 23d of J uly, in which 
Lord Kilwarden was murdered. It excited 
universal astonishment, and in a few days 
he was no longer commander in chief. I 
may be told, indeed, that bis departure 
thence proceeded trom his own request: 
but from all I have been able to learn upon 
the subjeet, a wish on the part of the civil 
government @f [reland was expressed, that 
he should be recalled. After this, there 
was no man of spirit but would say, * I 
will no longer stay in your way, since you 
vish my removal.” When he comes over 
here, he is immediately entrusted with the 
high and honourable command of a district 
near the metropolis, a clear proof that 
ministers did not think ill of hist@onduct. 
But why then was he recalled? Because, 
it seems, it was the wish of the Irish civil 
government. I say, that this circumstance 
ltappening so very soon after the 23d of 
July, who would not feel themselves justi- 
fied in saying that it was in consequence 
of misconduct? Did both parties, the ci- 
vil power and the commander in chief, act 
perfectly well? How? By getting intel- 
ligence? By following up that  intelli- 
gence? Was it true that the Lord Ligat. 
instructed the commander in chief, and 
then withdrew to the Pheenix-Park, a few 
hours before Lord Kilwarden was murder- 
ed? Nothing that 1 can see but a sur- 
rize, a total and complete surprize, can 
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or they must be a sort of accomplices in 
the murder of Lord Kilwarden. It ought 
to be publicly known, that whatever inti- 
mation was given to the commander in 
chief, was given with an idea that it was 
not to be relied upon. Not even the Lord 
Mayor knew any thing of it: and, when 
it is alledged (pitiful excuse!) with great 
formality, that the superintendant magis- 
trate of the city of Dublin was informed of 
il, pray was he directed to communicate it 
to the Lord Mayor? If he was, he did 
not execute his orders. Was there any 
one civil magistrate active on the occasion? 
And yet it was afierwards insinuated that 
blame lay where there was not the smallest 
reason to lay it, and the Lerd Lieut. wishes 
for anew appointment of the commander- 
ship in chief. I have heard of other and very 
different reasons. The press gn Ireland, 
though not so much enslaved as at Paris, 
is, I believe, not so unshackled as it is here, 
and is not very likely to convey to the 
world that which is thought to be dis- 
agreeable at the Castle. Well, Sir; from 
this press, a paragraph has made its ap- 
pearance, stating, * that the Commander 
in Chief was the brother to Mr. Charles 
Fox, of the English House of Commons, 
that he was first cousin to the Duke of 
Leinster, and, of course, was related to 
the late Lord Edward Fitzgerald.” ‘This, 
Sir, was a strange offence, if, indeed, it 
was an offence at all. No man of Gen. 
Fox’s rank has, Lbelieve, mixed less, at any 
time, im the politics of the day. . What 
could be the true cause of his recal, I know 
not; for 1, who am no judge of military 
matters, must, setting aside feelings of re- 
Jationship, consider him to be a good officer, 
after ‘his recent appointment. What, then, 
was it that induced the Lord Lieut. and his 
Majesty’s ministers to act with such unex- 
atipled such unaccountable caprice? I 
say there must have been some scandalous 
inattention at the Castle. Strange conduct ! 
They are actuated only by the dread of 
giving alarm. From morning till night they 
Jo not seem afraid of riot and murder, but 
of giving alarm. I, for my part, wish the 
citizens of Dublin had been alarmed, and 
then there might have been some safety, 
But why all this fear of alarm? Why, 
but because there was a charm which they 
feared would be broken. Why, but be- 
cause the friends of government had been 
ing out here last spring—* All’s safe! 

| ‘Als well!” and then were afraid of the 
idea of danger, “ This will spoil all our 
story, and we shall never be_ believed 


again. {i the danger goes off we dre safe. 
There has been noalarm; if danger breaks 
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out we must run the risk ; but we will take 
our chance for it ’—There is another sy). 
ject of a still higher nature, on which | 
feel it my duty to say a few words; I mean, 
the situation of the Heir Apparent of the 
Crown. Last session, we understood, he 
had made very handsome offers of his ser. 
vices to government. Not only were they 
then not accepted, but nothing since, 1t 
appears, has heen done to soothe his mind, 
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or carry into effect his liberal and honouwr- 7 
able offer. I shall hear, that this matter is ' 
dependent on the prerogative of the Crown, ' 
Who guestions it? But are we to under- : 
stand from that, that the King’s will is . 
every thing, and the public opinion nothing? 5 
This may be very good doctrine, but | b 
must say [ain too oid tolearn it, I should vi 
think this a subject on which I may clama et 
right to observe, because I consider the i 
active services of the Prince of Walesul t 
great importance in our present situalioly in 
for exciting the spirit of the country, and, : 
therefore, as being a material part of the ri 
public defence. I hope, and indeed am aa 
inclined to think, that there 1s as muci “en 
loyally in this country as there ever Was at i 
any former period. ‘To all loyal persons It; 
must it not be grateful to see the Heir Ap ch, 
parent actively employed in the contesy i 
and sharing, with the public at large, i fra 
the danger and in the glory o! defending onl 
the country? That danger, notwithstanc- Nts 
ing my confidence in our success, M2) Go spo 
forbid! But are you to be justified * ae 
omitting to use such material means! | He for 
has been long in the army. It was natura 1 b: 
for him to say—“ My situation in socicty® Serie 
such, that rank is an inferior considera: 5 the 
whether I am colonel or general, is ol ye of ¢ 
importance.” But at /resent, 3s a ss Ong 
case quite different? “ If France re regi 
her armies on our shores, all your ° 5 like 
brothers in the army shall have a high oe An 
mand; but you, under the colour “ Sa app 
you fiom danger, shall be aS. sist die 
glorious opportunity.” Look eR he to 
tion! At the head of the oe tio; 
commands — but who thinks that hots in j 
colonel of a regiment of light fit 

is a situation, .in_ times like thes il 

for the Prince of Wales? I OF an 

imagine, that such is the Lang econcile 






men’s minds, that they cou 
themselves to the idea of shutt 
like an Eastern Monarch; but 
his mere coloneley is what no map cant 
say is a situation becoming hin. 
enter into motives. I am pote WE 
sequences will be honourable to 50 
of Wales, and not so to his offet 
advised his Majesty to refuse 
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They may by such advice take away from 


him an opportunity of rendering himself 


popular, and becoming one of the most 
beloved princes in our history. Why this 
is not desirable, I really cannot understand. 
We, however, have a right to state to mi- 
nisters our opinions upon a subject, to which 
we may think the interests of the public are 
deeply concerned, and which certainly in- 
volves topics peculiarly grateful to the feel- 
ings of the Prince of Wales.—I hone, Sir, 
that this debate will have a good effect upon 
the public mind ; and that they will see 
the Parliament disposed to look that mini- 
sters do justice to their energies, and to the 
burtbens they chearfully bear: for their 
voluntary expenses are as real a burthen as 
their taxes. | hope the peopie will see that 
we are ready to do what is owing to their 
love of fresdom, their public spirit, and 
their zeal and bravery in the public cause. 
The Chancellor of the Excheguer.—I| join 
with my noble friend (Lord Castlereagh) in 
the necessity of this country redoubling her 
energies, in consequence of the envy and 
immoderate ambition of the. enemy with 
whom we are now seriously contending. 
It is unquestionably true, that it is a melan- 
choly consideration, that our prevent neces- 
sity is created not by our wealth and our 
freedom, but by the envy and hatred that 
Weaith and that freedom have excited in the 
reast of our evemy, ‘The hon. gent. who 
spoke last, I was happy to hear eapress his 
strong conviction of the necessity of putting 
forth all the epergies of this great country. 
] have now risen, Sir, chiefly to make a 
few remarks on his wish to know what was 
the view government have of the character 
of our numerous and patriotic volunteers. 
One right hon, gent. dislikes to see them in 
regimentals ; he wishes them not to look 
like soldiers, and to wear no uniforms. 
Another right hon. gent. wishes to see them 
approximated much nearer to regular sol- 
diers. My opinion, Sir, inclines much more 
to the Jatter right hon. gentleman's sugges- 
tion. I do wish to maintain that force 
in its strength, and render it available to all 
he great purposes for which it was insti- 
tuted. But 1 wish it to be considered, that 
upon the present system on which our vo- 
lunteer sengith has grown up and flourish- 
ed, there is such a hearty and universal co- 
operation and affection among the various 
Corps, that it might be very unwise to try 
any sudden changes. The hon. gent. who 
spoke last says, we should increase the re- 
gular force, and that my noble friend, in 
his statements, has blended the accounts of 
the forces in England ang Ireland. I am 
Vor, IV. r 
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confident that there is no wish in govern- 
ment to conceal any information on this 
important subject. 1am very willing to re- 
lieve the minds of any persons who want to 
be satisfied upon it. I believe I state ac- 
curately, when I say, that the whole regular 
force is 69,000 men, of infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, disposable to any part of the 


world ; which added to the militia, make 


up 1§0,000 men, exclusive of 27,000 of the 
army of reserve, not yet incorporated with 
the line, and 410,000 volunteers, I hope, 
afier this statement, I shall not hear again, 
that we have totally destroyed the regular 
army; but I am ready to concur in expres- 
sing an earnest wish, that this great force 
should be augmented ; and I have the satis- 
faction to see, that the system has succeeded 
in augmenting the regular force, in a more 
effectual way, than at any time previously, 
except by the offers of the militia last war, 
In ten weeks 7,500 had volunteered for gene- 
ral service ; and, notwithstanding the inter- 
ruption of recruiting, the diminution of num- 
ber was but a third: in all, not more than 
1,500 for the whole year. What I regret 
exceedingly is, that gentlemen should have 
so much under-rated the volunteers, as fit 
only to protect villages and carry provisions; 
and as being taught matters not conducive 
to the species of utility within their reach. 
I have a great opinion of the anothority of 
that hon. gent. asd of the right hon. gent. 
on the same bench ; but in military matters, 
| think I must prefer those of Lord Moira, 
whom the hon. gent. has so deservedly 
praised, now commander in chief in Scot- 
land, who, addressing the Edinbargh volun- 
teers, says, he would head them confidently 
against any foe; and of Lord Cathcart, the 
present commander in chief in Ireland. Noe 
thing requires greater caution or more deli- 
cacy than the adoption of any new system in 
regard to the volunteers. IL deprecase any 


| attempts that may destroy that unanimity and 


cordiality that at present happily subsist 
among all ranks. I am afraid to draw the 
string too tight. Another hon. gent. (Mr. 
Grenville). thinks we should have had ten 
times the number of volunteers. Now, of 
the male population from 18 to GO, I appre- 
hend one-fourth to be actually under arms, 
It is true, when the bill was first brought 
in, nothing was said about the limitation, 
but afterwards a number was stated, much 
below the present number of volunteers, 
namely, three fourths of the first class.-And 
now, Sir, have ministers done their duty to 
the public? I inst ot that no admi- 
nistration ever. received more cordial sup- . 
port from the public, in al] nacasures calcu- | 
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Jated to promote the public welfare; and 
we should indeed be without excuse, were 
we deserving of the censurcs we have re- 
ceived —The right hon gent. has referred 
to the Treaty of Amiens, and says, then we 
ought to have made out our plan for keep- 
ing up the army. Whenever I hear the 
assertion of our reducing the army made, 
I must contradict it. None but a body of 
7,000, partly invalids, were reiuced ; but 
of all the regular infantry of the country, 
only 3,000. I aver that, subsequently to 
that treaty, I thought that peace would last, 
but that its duration would be entirely de- 
pendent on our strong establishment, and 
the consciousness of our own security. The 
right hon. gent. spoke of our ‘ thread ” 
of naval defence ; but surely the observa- 
tion of the hon. member opposite to me, 
confutes that remark by his praise of the 
fleet off Brest.—Mr. Addington, after seve- 
ral remarks, noticed the project of a respon- 
sible military council, Many respectable 
persons wished for such an establishment 
when it was first proposed, who have now 
almost geuerally changed their sentiment. 
It would lay the foundation of weakness, and 
destroy all hope of distinction, all just and 
generous responsibility, which H. 8. H the 
Deke of York charges on himself, and 
would produce distraction and imbecillity.— 
But there was another subject of still greater 
Celicacy, to which the hon, gent. referred ; 
that of the first subject of the realm not 
being in a situation which he thought due 
to his exalted rank, and which H. R. H. 
himself desires. When this subject was 
befoie mentioned, 1 stated that no authority 
short of his Majesty's commands, or the 
joint authority of this House, should compel 
me tosay one word on that subject. Since 
that, nothing has intervened, But I really 
cannot account for the silence of the bon. 
gent. on this subject, last war. Nothing, 


howevwr, shall make me change, but what: 


I have described.— As to the charges of va- 
cillation and confusion, they are utterly un- 
founded. With respect to the gallant offi- 
cer alluded to, late commander in chief in 
Ireland, I see no complaint against Ge- 
nera] Fox; the best proof of which is, his 
subsequent appointment. Sir R, Abercrom- 
bie returned, it is true, from ireland, but 
that left no discredit on-that brave general, 
Nothing but ignorance of the subject could 
induce a gentleman of the hon. member’s 
candour and sagacity, to attach any blame 
to the Irish civil or military government. 
All the inculpaiions of persons in either de- 
partment, | aver, are. unfounded, and if 
enquiry can be made, it will redound to 


p their honour.—Mr, Addington concluded 
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with expressing his hope, that the proposi- 
tion, of which notice had been given, might 
not be pressed. He was sure the proposi« 
tion came from one who was a sincere 
friend to the volunteer system, and he felt 
the force of many remarks which had 
been made. As to the exemptions, a right 
hon. friend of sis would bring in a bill on 
that subject. 

Mr. Fox.—With respect to the impene- 
trable silence of the rigbt hon. gent., unless 
on condition of his Majesty's command, it 
might be well, perhaps, if he had extended 
that discretion to the case of Ireland also, 
He is asked, if the government of Ireland 
did not express a wish for the recall of the 
commander in chief. He does not say, | 
never knew of such a wish, but “ I see no 
complaint against General Fox.” ‘This is 
no answer whatever, and the right hon. 
gent. had better have wrapped himself up 
in state silence, than have made any such 
reply. To evade is next to saying nothing. 
He is silent as to the Prince of Wales; as 
to the affuirs of Ireland he evades the ques- 
tion. How is it possible the Lord Licut., 
I again repeat, could at such a moment 
wish the recall of. the commander in chief, 
and not cast a censure on him? Itcould 
not be. Tassert that government here, when 
they knew the disposition and opinion of the 
government of Ireland, did not take proper 
means to investigate the cause of their wish, 
and ascertain where the blame, in fact, 
existed. Jn such a state of the case it 3s 
trifling to say no censure is implied, It's 
not consistent with common sense to exact 
martial law and suspend the Habeas Corpus 
Act, for a rict so contemptible, as the rising 
of the 23d of July was now represented. 
In the nature of things, it cannot be that 
ministets are sincere on that point ; and, if 
the rising be once serious, blame must al 
tach somewhere. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—I cat 
only repeat on that subject what was 8?! 
upoa it by a right hon, friend near M% 
(Mr. Yorke) when the debate relative to 
those bills took place. If the right hon. gen" 
did not then chuse to attend in his place, . 
has no right now to call on the subjec 
pending another discussion. : 

Mr. Secretary Yorke—* Sir ; the el 
voked way in which the right hoo. es 
(Mr. Fox) has thought proper to atlac 
noble relative of mine, and the unusual . Se 
of asperity he has used, makes it gered 
for me to say a few words. Upon the Whe 
ject of Ireland, 1 say, ler every one on. mt 
ward and explgin what he knows; “ 
“« Fiat justitia roat Colum,” If the ne 


| hon. gent. means, in the exculpation a 
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commander in chief, to attach blame to the 
civil government of Ire!and, then must { op- 
pose his object. The facts of the case are 
nearly as follows. No information was in 
possession of the government of Ireland of 
any iniention of a rising being near, till the 
explosion of the powder-mill on the 18th of 
July. Of this event intelligence was sent in 
a letter to the commander in chief. He had 
left Dublin on a military tour, and did not 
receive it till his return on the 20th. Next 
day, the 21st, a gentleman waited op govern- 
ment to say, from certain appearances among 
his men, he conjectured a rising would take 
place the next day. On the 22d he came 
again, saying, all appearances of commotion 
had since subsided, and that he thought he 
was wrong in his ideas yesterday. ie re- 
turned on the 23d, and declared his convic- 
tion that now in earnest it was about to break 
out. Other circumstances and intelligence 
concurring, the government of Ireland was 
convinced of the tact. The Lord Lieutenant, 
who was at the Phoenix Park, was sent for, 
and, calling on the commander in chief, 
they came to the castle in his coach together. 
Here the officers of state were assembled, and 
the communication was made by the respec- 
tive officers in the presence of the comman- 
der in chief and Lord Lieutenant. The opi- 
nion, as to arise that day, and the. groands 
of them, were thought not to be of import- 
ance, and it is justice to say, government did 
not know of the dépot or intended rising in 
other parts of Ireland. It certainly was not 
thought serious; but who would not have 
thought, on this statement, that the com- 
mander in chief would have taken every ne- 
cessary precaution? I will ask yon, if, on 
this intelligence, known equally to both, it 
was not more the office of the commander in 
chief to warn his officers than the Lord Lieu- 
tenant? Without exciting alarm be might 
at evening parade have told the officers and 
men not to stay from quarters that night. 
If he did not, surely it was oot the fault of 
the Lord Lieutenant. . So, ‘fammunition was 
wanted, that was not the fault ot the Lord 
Lievtenant.. It was. with the commnandant 
of the place as it would’be here in London 
or any other town. As, well might Gen. 
Fox be said to. be an accomplice in the death 


of Col. Brown, for not waruing that officer, 


though only 500 yards from his own house, 
of the rising, as the civil government of Ire- 
land be called accomplices in the murder of 
Lord Kilwarden, because they had not.taken 
precautions they did not deem necessaty. Itis 
Known, I was very glad.on the appoiniment 
of the late commander in chief, and always 
thought highly of him. After the events of 
the 23d of July, I believe the goverament 
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of Ireland did not make any official appliea- 
tion tor the removal of the commuaader in 
chief; but a coolness took place between 
the Lord Lieutenant and him, which shewed 
that a longer continuation together would 
not be proper. In fact, after abseating him- 
self some days from the castle, the comman- 
‘der in chief gave in his resignation. — I will 
not however disguise, that the Lord Lieut. did 
think, under all circumstances, that either 
himself or the commander in chief should 
withdraw. 

Mr. /ox.—In no sense can my observa- 
tions be considered as an unprovoked attack, 
as the consideration of the character of general 
officers arises naturally out of the subject now 
before the House, and [ always thought it 
right to go into those points. I have some 
reasons to ‘think, that the government of 
Ireland was weil attached to the commander 
in chief, and that between bim and the Lord 
Lieut. a perfect good-will subsisted, previous 
to the events of the 23d. After that period 
a coolness arose between them; the abuses 
which took place, might have arisen from 
ce:tain rumours, traceable to the castle. As 
to one, | can say, he conceived the other had 
spoken of him io a way which he did not 
deserve, and that he had not been informed, 
as it was intimated, of the intended rising 
on the 23d. If he had been so informed, 
was it not nataral the lord mayor would have 
been told? It is impossible it could be other- 
wise, I| repeat again, that the government 
of Ireland must have been surprised, or they 
were accomplices in the death of Lord Kile 
warden, In the same situation, I equally 
should have said the same of the commander 
in chief. The question is, whether that of- 
ficer had communicated to him any sufficient 
ground of alarm, to authorize him to take 
measures of precaution, and, in particular, to 
arprize Col. Brown of the risk. What, if 
it can proved that the Lord Lieut. gave him 
orders not to alarm any one! And, as to the 
steps taken by him, what, if his lordship sent 
to express his sur;rise, and said, I suppose, 
by what you are doing, you must act on some 
information unknown to me! The letter 
sent to the conimander in chief was not re- 
ceived; so the Lord Lieut, had more ground 
than he to conceive the extent of the danger. 
On the existence of a coolness, which com- 
pelled the government here to chcose be- 
tween the Lord Lievt. and commander in 
chief, they did, as was natural, determine for 
the former; but what I complain of is, that 
they never instituted any inquiry into the 
cause of that coolness. It was, however, 
cbyious to common cbservation, that tww 
such persons could not originate a misuuder- 
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standing on light grounds. This should 
have been done; they should not have been 
like the Lord Lieut., fearful of giving alarm ; 
hut, inquiring into the cause of the coolness, 
iney should, if they found his lordship’s in- 
sinuation groundless, have given him a re- 
primand. 

Admiral Berkeley.—I am sare the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Yorke) is above all wish cf 
being misunderstood. Does he mean to say, 
that the commander in chief of Ireland 
knew and was apprised of the intended rising 
on the 23d of July. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke.—I meant to say, that 
the commander in chief had every opportu- 
nity of knowing the information disclosed at 
the Castle, on the morning of the 23d, that 
the Lord Lieutenant had. 

Mr. Corry.—As I have been in Dublin 
since the unfortunate events of the 23d of 
July, it may be expected J should say some- 
thing on this subject, upon which I made it 
my business when there to make a minute 
inquiry. The civil government were ap- 
prised of an intended rising on the 23d of 
July. This clearly appears. In consequence 
they warned the civil magistrates, at the head 
of which was the superintendant of Dublin. 
The mistake is, that officer is unknown bere. 
The lord mayor of Dublin is not like the 
lord mayor of London. It is not he, but the 
superintendant who has the charge of the 
peace. He was informed of the rising, and 
actually armed, and called out an additional 
number of peace cfficers; from this, it isclear, 
the government of Ireland were not surprized, 
and that they took every step which would 
be thought essential. The interview at the 
castle, between the commander in chief and 
the Lord Lieutenant could be proved. ‘The 
details of the intelligence were then laid be- 
fore them, and the civil government had cer- 
tainly a right to conclude, that the comman- 
der in chief had taken every military precau- 
tion which the circumstances would warrant. 
Whether he did or not, or what those pre- 
cautions might be, I am not prepared to say, 
as, in fact, | made no inquiry on those sub- 
jects. That the conspiracy existed, and that 
to a dangerous degree, I conceive to be the 
foundation of the late bills, for continuing 
martial law and suspending the operation of 
the; Habeas Corpus Act. With this ob- 
ject, the late insurrection is uncounected. 
That was, in truth, contemptible, On the 
coniusion of these two -circumstances, the 
former insurrection and present con-piracy, 
depends all the difference of Opinion now 
and lately expressed ; whereas, in fact, there 
is ho inconsistency, no contradiction. ‘The 
surrection Was contemptible ; the conspi- 
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racy is dangerous. Nothing in what I have 
here said, f trust, will be construed to the 
disadvantage of the commander ‘n chief, re- 
lative to whose conduct I had no means of 
inquiry, and never have formed any opinion 
concerning it. 

Lord de Blaquiere.—I cannot admit, Sir, 
that the insurrection on the 23d of July was 
a matter to be lightly treated. It was, in my 
opinion, 2 rank and dangerous rebellion. 
The castle of Dublin was certainly surprised. 
A plan was on foot to stop the mail coaches, 
and if that had taken place, the whole coun- 
try would have risen. Under these circum- 


| stauces, I think inquiry should be instituted, 








— 





| for heavy blame must attach somewhere. 


The Hon. C. Hely Hutchinson.—Sir ; upon 
a question of national defence, and at a mo- 
ment critical as the present, | feel it to be 
my duty, notwithstanding the lateness of the 
hour, to trouble you with a very few obser- 
vations. I give ministers full credit for the 
exertions they have made in caliing forth the 
strength of the country by the volunteer s- 
sociations, undoubtedly a force highly con- 
stitutional, and although not new in theory, 
hrs now, for the first time, been thus exten- 
sively adopted. Notwithstanding the firm 
reliance I place on the zeal and loyalty of 
the volunteer force, which I doubt not, will 
in the hour of attack be found highly servics- 
able and solicitous to encounter every dan- 
ger, I cannot at the same time but lament, 
that ministers have not deemed it advisable 
to decrease that species of force, and in 8 
very considerable degree to augment the 
troops of the line; but, upon this topic, | 
purposely refrain at this late hour from a 
larging, particularly as it has been alrca¢) 
so ably and fully discussed. My ogiget 
indeed sole object for troubling you at thi 
moment, is in consequence of a subject 
which has been introduced by an hon. mem 
ber (Mr. Fox) who has lately spoken. Upon 
it ] have long had a decided opinion. 
consider it a subject of great public one 
and I feel that in times like the present 
hesitate to deliver such an opinion, ite 
be to shrink from the discharge of my P" : 
lic duty.—Such is the nature of the erie 
in which we are involved, so awfully ae 
thé present state of things, so inveterate id 
foe, so various and formidable his gat oF 
and'so unceasing his machinations to dest z 
us, that it has been found necessary th sae 
Majesty should avail himself of the lel i 
ance in arms of almost every Se cst) 
his subjects; and’so seriqus does his ) st 
deem the meditated attack, that Ne aie 
graciously pleased to gratify and m royal 
his faithful, subjects, by dewlaring 5i# 
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intention, in the event of invasion, of putting 
himself at the head of his troops, determined 
in person to defend the constitution, the 
laws, the religion, and the liberties of his 
united empire. At such a crisis, the Prince 
of Wales, the heir apparent to the crown, 
the person most interested in the event of 
this struggle, naturally anxious to share in 
the danger and the glory of the day, solicits 
to be plaéed in a situation, where, by his 
presence, be may contribute to collect thou- 
sands round the royal standard; and evince, 
by his firmness and zeal, the ardour with 
which he would support the throne of his 
Sovereign and Father; but in this his ardent 
hope, and first expectation, he finds himself 
disappointed! And yet, Sir, we have been 
but this moment informed by a right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Pitt), that we must not suffer 
ourselves to be lulled into a state of security, 
or to consider this any other than a contest 
likely to be most durable; and he has even 
gone so far as to suggest the propriety of our 
resolving to fashion ourselves into a military 
nation. With the din of war constantly as- 
sailing the ear, and the cry of universal ar- 
tament being incessant, that the Illustrious 
Personage alluded to, the most interested, 
should be the only one prevented from oc- 
cupying his proper station, appals one with 
astonishment ! ! !—Sir; I have ever admired, 
as the surest foundation of the liberties of 
these countries, as the most valued right of 
the subject, and as the most glorious charac- 
teristic of the monarchy, that maxim of our 
constitution, which asserts that the King can 
do no wroug ; the prerogative of the crown, 
(for the wisest purposes) most extensive, 
seems only to be limited, where it is. pos- 
sible that in its operation it can affect the 
Welfare of the community; the King, as sole 
€xecotive, and only fountain of honour an 

of mercy, beholds these his prerogatives up- 
holden by the unqualified approbation of his 
people. But, Sir, the same spirit of legis- 
lation which declared that the prerogative of 
the crown could not operate to the injury of 
the subject, has also wisely attached an aw- 
ful responsibility upon ministers for the fit 
execution of that prerogative; and, among 
the various duties incumbent on the mem- 
bers of this House, that of not suffering this 
responsibility to be evaded, imperiously de- 
mands their most watchful attention. Iam 
decidedly of opinion, that the ilJustrious per- 
Sonage in question, being at this moment 
’ppointed to.an ostensible command, would 
bring great additional strength to the public 
Cause, and that ministets in néglecting to 
advise his Majesty to this moasure, are highly 


| Sensurable,—I canact conclude without de- 


- 








claring, that I give my most unqualified sup- 


port to the vote now proposed, as I have 


done to every measure deemed necessary to 
strengthen and support his Majesty in the 
present arduous and necessary contest in 
which he is engaged, and in which | rejoice 
to perceive he has already received the cor- 
dial co-operation of every description of his 
subjects. 

Mr. Pitt and the Chancellcr of the Exche- 
quer respectively spoke in explanation, rela- 
tive to some»points which had been discus- 
sed in an early part cf the debate.—Mr. 
Windham and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer also spoke severally in explanation.— 
Mr, Pitt, in further explanation observed, 
that a sufficient number of field officers for 
the purposes he had mentioned with respect 
to volunteer corps could without difficulty 
be obtained, He did not mean persons who 
should hold that rank at the time of their 
coining to those corps; there were a number 
of persons of the rank of captains, of a cer- 
tain number of years standing, who would 
be fully competent to the purpose, and would 
make very respectable field officers.—The 
questions were then put, on the different re- 
solutions moved by the Sec. at War, as well 
as those moved by the Sec, of the Ordnance 
Department, all of which were severally 
agreed to by the Committee. The House 
then resumed, and the report was ordered 
to be received on Monday.—The Committee 
of Ways and Means, and the other orders of 
the day were then deferred till Monday, and 
at 3 o'clock the House adjourued. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Saturday,’ December 10, 


The bills on the table were forwarded one 
stage; and the Curate’s relief bill, sugar 
duty drawback bill, Irish distillery bill, and 
Jrish provision bill, were brought up from 
the Commons.— Adjourned to Monday. 





onan — —_—— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Saturday, Dec. 10. 


[Minutes ] Mr. Hobhouse brought up 
the report of the commitee of supply. _ The 
resolutions were agreed to nem. Con —Mr, 
Secretary Yorke presented an abstract of the 
volunteer corps accepted by his Majesty sub- 
sequent to the 10th of August last. “Ordered 
to lie on the table-—Mr. Corry presented 
the annual petitions and estimates from the 
Irish charitable ipstitations. Ordered to lig 
on the table.—Mr. Corry wished to give nor 

: 2 eae EPier « is 
tice, that on’ Monday he would move. the 
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usual grants for those institutions, pursuant 
to the act of union. After some remarks 
from the Speaker on the shortness of the no- 
tice, it was stated by Mr. Corry, that there 
was the sameinterval between the notice and 
the motion as last year; and by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer that the sums and 
services were the same as last year, and every 
year, as provided for by the articles of union; 
and, therefore, that the House was already in 
possession of the subject. On these grounds 
the notice was allowed to stand. 
[VoruntreerR Exemrtion Birt } Mr.Se- 
cretary Yorke in pursuance of the notice he 
had given yesterday, rose to move for leave 
to bring ina bi'l toexplain and amend the 
acts of 42 and 43 Geo. ILI. so far as they re- 
lated to the exemptions to be enjoyed by vo- 
Junteers. From what he had heard in the 
House yesterday, and what he had learned 
from other sources, he knew that much dif- 
ficulty existed in the interpretation of these 
acts. It was indeed hardly to be expected 
that every person should have read them 
over, so a3 to Know precisely their provisions 
in the manner the law required. He the: e- 
fore thought it right to prefer this bili for the 
purpose of explaining those acts in that part 
where explanation was most immediately 
necessary. ‘The bill which he meant to pre- 
fer would go only to regulate the exemptions. 
There were other points also, he was aware, 
which required explanation, and it might per- 
haps be necessary to go into an entire re- 
view of the volunteer system, in ordre to cor- 
rect and strengthen it; but as this should 
be done not hastily, but with mature consi- 
deration, he thought it better to defer it till 
after the recess. The object of the bill he 
meant to propose would be, first to enable 
such commanders of corps as had not given 
in their returns to give them in now, and to 
provide that the certificate of such comman- 
der should be effectual to secure the benefit 
of the exemption to the individual. This 
exemption extended equally to the militia 
and the army of reserve. The return should 
specify, whether the men attended with arms 
and otherwise accoutred, so as to be consider- 
ed as effective; if he attended without arms, 
there was to be a'special return, stating the 
reason why, and this special return, and the 
certificates founded upon it, should also give 
a title to the exemptions. It was extremely 
advisable, while the exemptions were se- 
curéd to every person who was entitled to 
them, todo every thing that! could be done 
to prevent abuses arising from too much re- 
laxation: he thought it necessary to provide 
aie from the Ist of May next, 24 days re- 
attendance in training and exercise 
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good conduct and 


should be required, to give atitle to the eX. 
emptions. ‘The former of the acts which 
the bill would go to explain and amend, 
being passed in time of peace, requirsd only 
five days. It would be obvious to the 
House, that a longer attendance would be 
necessary in time of war, and particularly in 
such a war as the present, than in time of 
peace. He proposed therefore, that 24 days 
attendance should be required of the infantry, 
and 12 of the cavalry. The returns would 
be made three times a year, and therefore 8 
days in every four months would be requir 
ed of the infantry, and four days of the ca- 
valry. He coucluded with moving for time 
to bring in a bill to explain and amend the 
said acts. 

Mr. Curwen was sorry the right hon. gent, 
was not prepared at present with any mea- 
sures to enforce the continuance of the ser 
vice of the volunteers. The danger was, that 
many of them as soon as the present ballot 
was over, would attend no longer, and thus 
being lost to the militia and the army of re- 
serve, would be lost also to the volunteer 
corps. He wished therefore, that the pre- 
sent measure were coupled with some gene- 
ral regelations for the corps. He thought it 
wise in ministers to be as saving of the public 
money as was consistent with the public in 
terests, and the public safety, but at the 
same time he thought it would be wisel 
enter on some general plan for the improve 
ment of the volunteer corps. He did not 
think that the plan proposed last night (by 
Mr. Pitt) would go down. The volontecr 
officers were pledged to their corps to a 
company them whereever they should be “2 
dered, and of course they would not like 
that a field officer should be put over their 
heads, neither wouldthe appointment of such 
an officer be agreeable to the volunteers wh? 
composed the corps. He thought 1 ig 
be much better to give serjeant-majo!s a 
adjutants in greater numbers, to gIve ot 
cond serjeant, and a corporal, with ‘ie . 
nent pay. It was well known that hs ‘bg 
cipline of the men depended on thet! as 
good non-commissioned officers. He bo: 
sure too much could not be said of ad 
nourable principles and feelings of the Mi Al 
teersin general. But though an Behe “. 
discharge from the ranks would have 4 to 
lest effect in many instances, 3t Me tye 
in all, He thoaght it better that 1000" 
tion, disorderly and unsoldie:-like eee 
should be punished bya small fine, Me was 
torily and immediately enforced.  gimilat 
sure that the effect of this, and some ® 
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© forward such regulations as were necessary 
to this effect, he hoped it was only to-bring 
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extend with the most beneficial effect to 
'the army and militia, as well as volun- 
‘teers Looking to the military face which 
' the country wore at present, every thing 
P should be done to realize the appearance, 


© and if ministers deferred tor a time bringing 


» them forward in a more systematic and di- 
P gested form; at no distant period. He wish- 
ed the House also to bear in mind, that in 
) the country, where several corps were called 
‘together from.their homes, and from their 
idaily labour, by which. most of them subsist- 
ped, obliged to give up th-ir usual emolu- 
/ments, and to live at pubsic houses at an ui- 
usual expense, it would be impossib’eto find 
'men, and unreasonable to expect rhem with- 
Pout a:ilowing them pay. The additional ex- 
|pense would not b> more than ten shillings 
Fa man in the year, perhaps not more than 
}five.—The general officer of the di trict in 
phis attendance at the reviews, and the in- 
Pspecting field officer ou Sundays could guard 
Fagainst any abuses. He considered, that 
‘with some advantages of this kind the vo- 
iunteers would soon be as good a force as 
Fany we possessed for defence ; that we trust 
to them wit security, and spare our regular 
forces for foreign expeditions. 
‘the volunteers was a proof that this reliance 
could be placed on them, and they were ani- 
mated with this spirit, because they felt that 
ithe contest in which we were eng2ged was 
“unavoidable. 

Mr. Hiley Addinzton was pleased with the 
bill that was proposed, but at the same time 
he concurred in the propriety of what had 
been said by the hon. gent. who had just 
satdown. He was sure that the plan pro- 
posed last night would not do; if it wonld 
be compulsory, it would excite discontent ; 
aud if it were to be optional, it would be 
Nugatory, as very few would be inclined to 
avail themselves of it. He believed at present 
there were only four or five corps in the 
kingdom that had field officers of sucha 
description. He was sure an adjutant would 
be amore effective person ; and it should 
}be recollected that five years service in the 
army was necessary to qualify those adju- 
tants.— But whether those adjutants could be 
expected to attend drills $4 days without a 
larger allowance? It was impossible for 
day labourers, of which description of men 
the greater number of country corps consist- 
ed; that which he had the honour to com- 
Mand consisted of them exclusively, to at- 
tend without pay. He had taken upon him- 
self the risk of having his corps imperfect 
from the want of an officer of that descrip- 

hon recommended by the hon. gent, Ser- 


The spirit of 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 10.—Voluntser Exemption Bill. 


‘ 
j 


r1758 


jeant-majors, who, he thought with the hon. 


| gent. were absolutely necessary, were never 


| 
| 








allowed only to corps 1000 strong. He 
asked whether it was possible for an adju- 
tant, who had only six shillings a day, and 
no horse allowed him, to attend a number 
of separate parishes, as he was vow obliged 
to do, in the parts of the country which 
were thinly inhabited. The right hon. se- 
cretary, from being long a colonel of militia, 
must know that the description ot otticers 
recommended by the hon. gent. were most 
esscatial, But as the volunteer laws now 
siood, few could avail themseives of this bee 
nefit. For himself, he knew the want and 
the benefit of them by experience. Others, 
he was sure, were in the same predicament. 
Mr. Secretary Yorke said, there was this 
general regulation at preseat to render the 
volunteer corps complete and effective ; that 
the corps would be disbanded. andthe com- 
pulsory clauses resorted to, if they were not 
filled to the amount required by his Majes- 
ty’s government. This was the standard 
which it was thought fit to adopt at present, 
Several other regulations may be useful, but 
he thought beiter not to press them now. 
He did not think his Majesty's ministers 
would be justified in entering at once into 
the expense which would be required for 
the measure recommended by the hon gent. 
It was the best. way to commence with an 
expense as low as possible, which could be 
increased if that was found necessary, 
whereas, if we commenced with a high 
expenditure, which we afterwards found 
we could not reduce, the improvement 
could not be made without the evidence of 
our actual loss. He begged also to impress 
the po:nt urged by a noble lord (Castlereagh) 
last night, that it would be impossible to 
furnish such a number of officers from any 
army so much drawn upon elready. There 
were 1500 corps, and if an adjutant were to 
be allowed to each at 100). a year, the ex- 
pence of this alone would be 150,000]. 
Permanent pay should not be given unless 
permanent duty was performed, and in the 
country these things were not always per- 
formed in the strictest manner. He hoped 
every measure would be taken which would 
tend to render the volunteer army effective, 
but he hoped that gent. would not press the 
introduction of any thing into this bill but 
the single principle on which it was founded. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concurred 
in what had fallen from his hon. friend, and 
in a great measure with what had fallen from 
the hon. gent. over the way (Mr. Curwen), 
He concurred in the principle of what had 
been proposed last night, as far as it was 
consistent with other principles, and parti- 
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cularly that of carrying with us the feelings 
of the volunteer officers, and the volunteer 
corps. The suggestion of the propriety of 
brigading the corps had his concurrence ; 
but he doubted whether the introducticn of 
ficld-officers, whatever advantage it may 
give in respect of discipline, could be re- 
duced to practice. He feared it would hurt 
the feelings of the commanders of corps, 
that it would tend to diminish their respecta- 
bility in their own opinion, and to impair 
the respect and influence which, on very 
just grounds, they at present have with their 
corps. He agreed that every facility should 
be given to the introduction of adjutants and 
serjcant majors; at the same time, as the 
whole of this subject required consideration, 
he wished that these points should not be 
pressed now, and that the present bill should 
not be incumbered with aay thing extraue- 
ous. Every one concurred is the propriety 
of every thing that could improve the disci- 
pline of the volunteers, without viclating 
their feelings ——-—Thbe question being put, 
Jeave was given to bring io the bill, which 
was read a first time. On the question for 
the second reading, in answer to 2 question 
tiom Sir W. Milner, who said that doubts 
existed on this point, the Attorney General 
stated from the acts, that of last-session be- 
ing to be understood with reference to the 
act of the session before, that al! corps whose 
services were accepted by his Majesty, were 
entitled to the exemption.—The bil! was or- 
dered to be read a second time on Monday. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 12. 
(Minutzs.]—The Marquis of Stafford 


was sworn, and took his seat, on his acces- 
sion to that peerage; as was also the Earl of 
Bristol, on a similar occasion.—The Lord 
Chancellor presented a petition from Allen 
M‘Leod, who had been sentenced to be fined 
and imprisoned, stating his inability to pay 
the fine inflicted, and praying that their 
Lordships’ would be pleased, in considera- 
tion of his long confinement, to grant him 
remission of the fine. ‘The petition was ér- 
dered to lic on the table.—Lord King mov- 
ed, that the proper officer be desired to lay 
before the House an account of the Bank of 
England. Notes in circulation on the 25th of 
each month, from Feb. to Nov last, distin- 

lishing those under £5. Ordered. —QOnu his 
Lordsh ip’s motion, a similar order was made 
relative to Notes of the Rank of Ireland.— 
‘The Bills on the table were forwarded in 


heir respective stages. 
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[EXpirING Laws BILL.]—The Expiring 
Laws Bill was read a second time, and or. 
dered to be committed to-morrow, 

Lord Suffolk requested the House to take 
notice that certain annuities granted in the 
time of Queen Anne, for carrying on the 
war, expired in 1804. He wished to know 
from a noble Sec. of State (Lord Hawkes. 
bury) what was the amount of this sum, 
what was its Intended application, and whe- 


| ther it was destined te vo to the consolidated 
} oO 








| fand? 


Lord Hawkesbury replied, that he was 


| not then prepared to state the amount nor 


the application. But this could, however, 
be no obstacle in the way of the bill, as Par- 
liament would still have the power of dispose 
ing of this money in any manoer that might 
be thought exepedient. 

(Curares’s RELIEF BILL. ]—Qn the mo- 
tion for the second reading of the bill for 
granting a sum of 80001. towards the relic! 
of curates, 

The Earl of Suffolk observed, that al- 
though he entirely approved of the principle 
of the bill, which he considered as calculat: 
ed to ameliorate the situation of inferiof 
clergymen, he could not think it went fat 
enough. The sum which it provided to- 
wards their relief was not sufficient. Indeed, 


| so very hard was the condition of them, tl 


he had received several letters stating, that 
the salaries which they enjoyed had not 1 
many instances been paid to the fall oe 
provided by the iegislature. ‘The noble lor 
suggested the propriety, in order to obviate 
these difficulties, that the money should be 
paid into the hands of some banker 10 the 
neighbourhood of the place where the party 
resides.—The bill was read a second time 
and committed for to-morrow. 


[IkIsH HABEAS CORPUS AND opin 
LAW BILL.]— Lord Hawkesbury 10s 
move the second reading of the Irish os 
Corpus Suspension Bill.—His lordship ast 
gan his speech by stating to the House, ' < 
though it might not be exactly in order, 
should, with the view of fascilitatiog i 
diseussion which might take place, 190° ge 
any observations which occurred to ame 
be necessary to justify the motion fo Bill 
second reading of the Irish Martial ye we 
which would follow the motion for te the 
cond reading of the bill now before ore 
House, He felt himself authorized 1 P he 
suing this course, more particularly oa PF 
considered, that the same arguments saith 
would convince their lordships — woul 
sity and expediency of the one DM, og 
be equally applicable to. the re-enact 











i7¢ 


the 
der 
and 
und 
mer 
tot 
Wh 
Med 
fore 
the 
grec 
cons 
port 
pire 
on | 
grou 
ship 
thes 
thei: 
duct 
indu 
for s 
since 
Cessi 
whic 
_ had 
| then 
extr: 
' hand 
' enac 
with 
| psual 
| proce 
| nece: 
» sions 
-amat 
| pire, 
unde 
| tome 
vigou 
been 
were 
most 
it cer 
Ploy t 
the p: 
Trela 
insta 
£rant 
with 
Witl 
had 
ers w 
one 
the ¢ 
Coun 
of th 
and 


wh CC) 


bad 


Fe 








1760 


d or- 


D take 
in the 
n the 
know 
wkes- 
; sum, 
whe- 
‘dated 


e was 
int nor 
wever, 


He mo- 
pill for 


e reliti 


iat al- 
inciple 
iculat- 
inferior 
ent fat 
led to- 
indeed, 
m, thet 
gy that 
| not 10 
extent 
ble lord 
obviate 
ould be 
- ip the 
e party 
id time 


LR TIAL 
rose 10 
Habeas 
nip be- 
= that 
der, he 
og aby 
troduce 
him 
for the 
aw Bill, 


1761) PARL. DEBATES, Dac, 12.—ZJrish Habeas Corpus Bill. [1762 


the other. ‘The circumstances which ren- 


under which they had been renewed at for- 


mer periods, that he didnot feel it his duty | 


to trouble their lordships at any great length. | as essential to the preservation of the state 


When, however, he rose to propose any | 
| a kingdom. He referred their lordships to 


mcasure of such magnitude as that now be- 
fore the House; when he rose to move for 
the renewal of bills which, to a certain de- 
gree, suspended the ordinary privileges of the 
constitution among a very considerable pro- 
portion of the population of the united em- 
pire, he certainly considered it incumbent 
on him to give some explanation of the 
grounds on which he called on their lord- 
ships to vest the ministers of the crown with 
these extraordinary powers. He trusted that 
their lordships had seen nothing in the con- 
duct of his Majesty's ministers which could 
induce them to believe that they would call 
for such extraordinary powers without the 


| sincerest conviction of their imperious ne- 
_ cessity, He would refer to every measure 


which they had taken, to prove that they 


_ had io no instance been forward to avail 
_ themselves of opportunities of getting such 


extraordinary powers entrusted into their 


hands. In every case of the renewal or re- 
' enactment of bills which went toinvest them 
' with powers which for a time suspended the 


sual privileges of the constitution, they had 


_ proceeded on the ground of such imperious 


necessity. They had seen, on former occa- 


' sions, that such measures had contributed ia 
| a material degree to the salvation of the em- 
_ pire, and they: conceived themselves bound, 
_ under circumstances nearly similar, to resort 
| to measures of similar precaution and similar 
vigour, As his Majesty’s ministers had not 


been forward to call for powers which they 
were conscious, that they exercised undef a 
most perilous responsibility, so their usé of 
it certainly evinced. nothing of a wish to em- 
ploy those powers for any other purpose than 
the preservation of the public tranquillity in 
Ireland. He was happy that he could state, 
without fear of contradiction, that no one 
instance had .occurred in which the powers 
granted by these bills had been exercised 
with wamtonness, indiscretion or cruelty. 
With respect to. the Martial Law Bill, he 
had to state to their lordships, that the pow- 
ers which it granted were resorted to only in 


One solitary. instance, In every other case | 


the ordinary.common law tribunals of the 

Country: had been resorted to. The result 

of this was not unknown to their lordships, 

and it was not unfair, from this past experi- 

wa" to infer, that the same individuals who 
v 





ration, would not be likely to abuse them in 


dered the renewal of. both bills necessary | fature. It was the unfortunate state of Ire- 


and expedient were now so similar to those | 
| measures, which every friend to the constitu- 


land which compelled ministers to resort to 
tion would adopt only when he viewed them 
from the greatest miseries which could afflict 


the conduct pursued by ministers on the 
appearance of a most diabolical conspiracy 
iu this country. On that occasion, several 
individuals had been convicted, on the clear- 
est evidence, of a most atrocious conspiracy 
to compass the death of the sovereign, and: 


| had suifered the sentence of the law. What, 


he desired their lordships to recollect, haw 
been the conduct of ministers? Satisfied with 
having brought atrociouscriminals to condign 
punishment, they had resorted to no extra- 
ordinary measures, They had not come to 
parliament and. called: on them to suspend 
any of the ordinary privileges of the consti- 
tution ; they had appealed only to the com- 
mon law courts of the country, and the 
cause of loyalty had been sigaally supported, 
while treason had suffered the punishment 
which it in every case merited, The Ha- 
beas Corpus Act continued in full force. 
The idea of introducing martial law was not 
thought of, even for a moment. ‘The rea- 
son of this their lordships must clearly come 
prehend. It was the result of a conviction 
on the part of ministers, that the loyalty of 


the great mass of the population was sound — 


to the core. They found that a few frantic 
individuals had meditated a most desperate 
attempt on the life of our beloved sovereign ; 
bat they knew that the people at large were 
attached to their king, and devoted to the 
constitution of their country. They punish- 
ed criminals, but they did not invade the 
privileges or suspend, even fora moment, the 
liberties of a people who had given. so many 
instances of their unalterable loyalty. Very 
different, however, their lordships would 
agree with him, was the situation of Ireland, 
He needed not to expatiate on the circum-< 
stances of that country in the year 1798. 
At that period their lordships were aware 
that a rebellion, the most extensive, the 
most desperate, and the most malignant, 
which it was-ever the fate of a government 
to combat, had broke forth with the greatest, 

ible fury, It was not necessary for him 
torecall to the recollection of their lordships, 
that the object of that rebellion was nothing’ 
short of the dissolution of British connexion, 
nothing less than the establishment of aw 
independent government by means of the as- 
sistance of France, Vortunately, the valoar of 
his Majesty's forces, aided by the co-vpé~ 
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ration of the loyal part of the population, 
had succeeded in putting down this rebel- 
lion, and in restoring tranquillity, at least 
tranquillity so far as the efforts of general 
rebellion were concerned. It was not, 
however, in the nature of things, that all 
the agitation, animosity, or revenge, which 
the atrocities of the rebellion had created, 
should at once subside. It was natural to 
expect, though rebellion was put down in 
the field, the spirit of its adherents was 
not broken. They dared .no longer con- 
tend with the regular forces arrayed in the 
field ; but they might be supposed to fol- 
low their former views in secret, and, un- 
observed, to prepare the means of new 
insurrections and new crimes, This was 
the conclusion which a general knowledge 
of human nature justified, and, certainly, 
events had fully demonstrated its truth. 
From the time of the rebellion in 1798, 
there had been various evidences of a sp 
rit of disaffection. Without, however, 
enlarging on these, he should at present 
content hunself with alluding to the tran- 
saction of the 23d of July. With the 
events of that day their lordships were suf- 
ficiently acquainted. The evidence on the 
trials of the wretched individuals who 
suffered for their guilt clearly explained 
the object and views of those engaged in 
the conspiracy. He would not now take 
up the time of their lordships, in any at- 
tempt to point out the extent or the force 
of this attempt at rebellion. One thing, 
however, was undoubted, and he begged 
leave to call it particularly to the attention 
of their lordships, and that was the cw- 
cumstance of the abortive attempt of the 
23d of July, having in view the same ob- 
ject, directed to the same end, of destroy- 
ing the connexion betwixt this-country and 
Treland, by the assistance of the foreign 
and common enemy of both countries. 
Under these circumstances, he begged leave 
to appeal to the candour and fair judgment 
of their lordships, whether the notoriety 
of these events did not furnish a fair par- 
liamentaty ground of necessity for the re- 
newal of the bills. A good deal might be 
urged as to the severity of the measure of 
_ establishing martiallaw. He would never 
pretend that this was not to be regarded as 
a measure of an extraordinary nature, and 
only to be justified on grounds of an ex- 
traordinary emergency. Their lordships 
would recollect that his Majesty, by the 
mercise of his prerogative, had the power 
laiming martial law, when it a 
to him to be ealled for by the cir- 
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empire might be placed. It was not, how- 
ever, unknown, that when martial law was 
proclaimed in this way, all the ordinary 
forms of law were, for the time being, 
suspended, In faet, the common law was 
in the interval considered to be extinct. 
When circumstances required such an ex- 
ereise of the prerogative, it was obvious 
that every member of the community must 
be subjected to material inconvenience, 
The object of the present bills was to ope- 
rate as measures of precautton. They 
were designed to repress the views of the 
disaffected, without interfering with the 
course of civ and crimina! proceedings in 
the ordtnary courts. He viewed the Mar- 
tial Law Bill not as a measure of severity, 
but of extensive clemency to the loyal part 
of the community of Ireland. In the 
course of the rebellion of 1798, the ex- 
cesses committed on both sides were the 
subject of much animadversion. There- 
bels were aceused of giving vent to their 
fury, by acts of barbarous cruelty. On 
the other hand, many individuals attached 
to the government, and active in their es: 
ertions to put down the rebellion, were 
charged with the commission of many acts 
of savage retaliation. Believing, as he 
firmly did, that there was a great deal of 
exaggeration respecting the conduct of 
both parties on the occasion to which he 
had referred, he could not but allow, that, 
toa ceriain degree, they were: founded 
truth. It was impossible, in the nature ol 
things, that excesses could be altogewner 
avoided. He was convinced, that the enact- 
ment of the Martial Law Bill was the mea 
sure which, more than any other, put 2 
end-to those excesses. It was cleat 
evéry one who reflected for a moment 0 
thé'subject, that when individuals had the 
redtess of their own injuries, real or stp 
posed, put into their own hands, they 
were too seldom guided by moderation. 
The more unworthy passions of our nature 
too frequently gained the ascendency ; 2% 
resentment, not satisfied with the aera 
ment of a particular injury, proceed¢ - 
length of savage and deliberate Feve"e” 
The enactment of martial law put we 
to this system. Government were * 

armed with powers sufficient for the of 
pression: of rebellion. The loyal par sas 
the community felt a confidence of ree ro 
Their indiv oa 
passions no longer descended — re 
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a view of the subject which he considered 
to be of the highest importance, and he 
earnestly intreated their Jordships to weigh 
weli the inference whicn it warranted. In 
this consideration ot the question, every 
argument drawn from the severity of the 
measure was materially diminished in its 
application; particularly when it was re- 
coliected that, litherte, it had never been 
resorted to, wath the exception of one 
case, as he had already eccasion te men- 
tion in the beginning of his speech. But, 
perhans, it might be argued, that the ctr- 
cumsiance of the powers granted by the 
bili not having been used, was the best 
proot of its not being necessary. He must 
be permitted to protest against any such 
inference, which did not at all appear to 
him to be conclusive. It was not by any 
means unfair to conclude, that the very ex- 
istence of the powers g:anted by the bill, 
was the reason for their’ never being ac- 
tually exerted. This was no uncommon 
circumstance in the history of human af- 
fairs. Precaution frequently prevented 
evilsof the greatest magnitude. The ap- 
prehension of certain punishment, para- 
lysed the efforts, and blasted the hopes of 
the inost desperate offenders. He had, he 
trusted, shewn their lordships, that the mea- 
sures which he propesed were not urged 
on light or frivolous grounds. He had be- 
gun by saying, that he at all times should 
feel reluctance in proposing measures of 
severity, or measures which, even for the 
shortest time, put any part of his Majesty’s 
subjects out of the enjoyment of the ordi- 
nary privileges of the constitution. The 
principle of our constitution, and the prtn- 
ciple ef which we were proud, was, that 
the people should enjoy as great a portion 
of practical liberty as they could enjoy, or, 
perhaps, he might add, as great a portion 
of liberty as ever was enjoyed by any civi- 
lized community since the beginning of 
time. It was not to be forgotten, how- 
ever, that while it was the excellence of 
our constitution to grant to the people the 
greatest portion of practical liberty, it was 
one of its wisest provisions, that extraor- 
dinary powers should be vested in the ex- 
ecutive government, on the appearance of 
circumstances of extraordinary emergency, 
The object of this wise provision was, to 
enable the executive government to take 
Proper measures of precaution for the safety 
of the state when threatened with formi- 
dable dangers, and at the same time, as 
far as possible, suifer the ordinary tribu- 
nals of law, to go .on with their ordinary 
functions, Such a power as this, which he 
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had now stated grew out of the constitution, 
and was essential to its perfect application, It 
was an arrangement for affording to the well- 
affected part of the empire, the enjoyment 
of their usaal privileges, and, at the same 
time, arming goverament with such powers 
as would enable them to put down rebellion, 
whether openly arrayed in the field, or se 
cret!y meditating the means of renewed in- 
surrection, It was to the government, a 
measure of strength; tothe well affected, a 
measure of confidence and protection; to 
rebels, a measure of punish nent and terror, 
In whatever light he regarded it as applica- 
ble to the present situation of Ireland, it 
appeared to him the wisest measure of pre- 
caulionary power, that, under existing cir- 
cumstances, could ve adopted. Nothing 
but a conviction of its absolate necessity, 
could have induced his Majesty's ministers 
to urge its adoption. ‘hey had hitherto 
shewn no disposition to innovate on tbe pri- 
vileges of the constitution, and, therefore, in 
proposing measures at this moment, which 
every friend to the constitution could pro- 
pose only from a persuasion of their neces- 
sity, they were entitled to full credit for the 
sincerity of their motives. The noble lord, 
after a few more observations to the same ef- 
fect, sat down by moving, first, that the 
bill for the continuance of the Irish Habeas 
Corpus Suspension Bill be read a second 
time.—The question being put from the 
chair, 

The Earl of Suffolk rose, to offer a few 
remarks to the House. It was not his in- 
tention to oppose the motion of the noble 
Secretary of State for the second reading of 
the bill more immediately before the House ; 
nor for the second reading of the Martial 
Law Pill, by which it was to be followed. 
He lamented exceedingly the necessity of 
scch measures, but, believing them to be 
necessary, he could not, covsistently with 
his duty, object to their adoption. What 
he chiefly rose to advert to at present, was 
the extraordinary deficiency of information 
which their lordships had to complain of 
respecting the present situation of Ireland. 
For his own part be was quite at a loss to 
know what was the state of that country, 
from any thing which had fallen from his 
Majesty’s ministers. ‘This was, however, a 
subject so extremely interesting, that he 
could not reconcile it to himself not to 
make some attempt to obtaia fuller infor- 
mation. The adoption of measures of seve- 
ae proved that there was considerable dis- 
affection, and that the people conceived 
themselves to labour under grievances which 
alienated their affections from the govern- 
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ment. When he heard of the exist- 
ence of such grievances, he was naturally 
induced to inquire from what causes the 
complaints of the existence of these griev- 
ances proceeded. He really knew not where 
to apply for an answer to this question. He 
was at a loss to ascertain where he lad rea- 
son to expect the solution of his doubts on 
the subject. With this view of the subject, 
he could not but think, that it was the duty 
of Parliament to make it the ground of speci- 
fic inquiry. Till the real situation of Ireland 
was known, it was impossible for the Legis- 
Jature to know what were the measures most 
expedient to be adopted. When the griev- 
ances under which the people laboured were 


_ considered and understood, then, and then 


only, could an adequate, extended, and per- 
manent remedy be applied When insur- 
rection existed in a country, and when that 
insurrection was suppressed, it then became 
the duty of a wise government to endeavour 
to discover what was the Jeading cause 
which induced the people to desert their al- 
Jegiance. An inquiry into the state of Ire- 
land was the indispensable duty of Parlia- 
ment. He had pledged himself already to 
several of his friends in private, and he now 
distinctly pledged himself to the public, 
that unless some nobie lord of greater ability 
took up the subject, he should certainly feel 
it his duty to bring the subject of the affairs 


of Ireland under the serious consideration of. 
He wished to explain to the 


the House. 
noble Secretary of State opposite (Lord 
Hawkesbury), the views which he enter- 
tained on this subject, and the sentiments 
which he felt respecting the best mode of 
proceeding in the redress of Irish griev- 
ances. He begged leave to remind their 
lordships of what took place when the rebel- 
lion in Ireland, during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, was suppressed. Ji was then the 
advice of one of the greatest and wisest 
men that ever existed in any age of the 
world, he meaut Lord Bacon, to her Ma- 
jesty’s government, that they should ap- 
point a commission to enquire into the ex- 
isting grievances of the people, and to con- 
sider of the most effectual means of re- 
dressing them. This was sound advice, 
which every wise and humane government 
would be disposed:to follow. Force might 
put down rebellion in the field; but it was 
the union of Jenity and justice which 
ld restore the alienated affections of a 
eople believing themselves to labour under 
tdships of a most grievous nature. ‘This, 
his lordship said, was the plan whichhe 
Beant fo recommend. He wished that a 
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both Houces of Parliament, unconnected 
with Ministers, with Opposition, or with 
any party whatever, should be appointed as 
commissioners to collect full and accurate 
information. respecting the real situation of 
Ireland. Uninfluenced by prejudices of 
any description, it would be their duty to 
examine things exactly as they were, and on 
their return to furnish a foll and impartial 
report. By the adoption of such a plan as 
this, the Parliament would have a fair op- 
portunity of examining the subject of the 
affairs of Ireland, not on a partial, con- 
fined, and in some degree unintelligible 
scale, but on an ample and comprehensive 
view of the present circumstances of that 
country.—His lordship having thus explicitly 
put the House in possession of his views, ia 
case the subject was not taken up by other 
noble lords, sat down by declaring, that 
after the declaration of Ministers, and in 
the present absence of information, he could 
not, however reluctant he was to measures 
of severity, refuse his assent to the motion 
with which the noble Secretary of State had 
concluded his speech. 
Lord King followed, and took occasion to 
animadvert strongly on the situation in which 
their lordships were called on, to pass bills 
of the nature which were now under thet 
consideration. The fact was, that not 4 sin- 
ele tittle of evidence had been produced, 1 
establish cither their expediency, oT, —" 
was more important, their necessity. Mi- 
nisters had called upon their rename ~ 
pass bills, which they themselves allowe * 
be of a description only to be resorted to 
occasions of an extraordinary nature, Wil 
out adducing a shadow of evidence, 10 a 
that the situation of Ireland was such 2 “ 
require such proceedings. It was not ih 
forgotten, that such a call was not of 4 
vial or unimportant kind. It made ron 
to their lordships of a description whic nn 
manded the most serious noone ; 
When the question was, whether aes oe 
ships would pass'a bill which would ops 
effect of literally putting about four sm he 
of subjects out of his Majesty s Pe eit 
begged leave to ask, whether it wa” 


decent or. parliamentary to <r one 


ment to consent toa measure oO fe of i 
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‘granted “by the bill were exercised, but 
' whether such powers were necessary and fit 
‘to be intrusted to any executive government, 


| of all evidence of their necessity. 
would the people of Ireland think of the 
| conduct of the United Parliament, if they 


He did not mean to say that the government 


' af Ireland at this moment were guilty of any 
> acts of cruelty under this bill, but he meant 
> to state that, independent of acts of cruelty, 
| many severities might be experienced, many 


inconveniencies might be felt. When he said 
this, he wished to shew their lordships how 
hs observation was fully justified. The 


' Martial Law Bill, in his opinion, contained 
» such provisions as entirely pat it out of the. 
| power of any part of the inhabitants of Ire- 
' land fairly to represent the grievances under 
| which the country laboured. He would put 


it to the candour and liberality of their lord- 


| ships, whether any man would choose to put 
' himself in a prominent situation, with all | 
' the terrors of martial law hanging over his 


head. The most respectable individuals in 


| Jreland might be anxious to come forward 
_ and lay before the public an impartial repre- 
_ sentation of the grievances under which they 
' conceived a large proportion of the popula- 


tion to labour; but was it to be supposed 


| that they would do so, when they knew that 


by adopting this conduct they would expose 


| themselves to obloquy, if not to the positive 
| vengeance of individuals who would be de- 
| Sirous to misrepresent their views and expose 

them to the suspicions of government? This 


his lordship thought a matter of most grave 
consideration, and urged on the attention of 


their lordships what would be the conse- 


quence of passing such bills in the absence 
What 


met with nothing on their part but measures 
of coercion? Would they not be ready to 
ask, and that, too, with every claim of justice, 
that at least some proofs of the necessity of 
such measures should be addaced? Even 
now there were many persons in Ireland not 
reconciled to the Union. It was surely, 
therefore, no more than what common jus- 
tice demanded, that the Irish people were 
Not now more severely treated than they 
‘were during the existence of a local legisla- 
ture.—His lordship having urged this point 
with considerable force, declared that he 
could not vote against the motion of the 
Doble Secretary of State, limited as was his 
Present information respecting the actual 
tuation of Ireland. He could not, how- 
€ver, sit down without declaring his convic- 
“on of the ‘absolute necessity of a full and 
impartial investigation of the state of Ireland, 
s_view of its grievances, and a plan ofthe 
Des “means - of affording them \ - Tee 
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dress.—In the course of his speech, the noble 
lord passed some severe strictures on the un- 
satisfactory and contradictory views given of 
the insurrection of the 23d of July. At one 
time it was represented as a miserable con- 
temptible riot. At other times it was de- 
scribed as a widely extended, and formidable. 
plan of rebellion. He did not pretend to 
decide which of these representations was 
correct ; but h- called the attention of their 
lordships to them, as au additional proof of 
the necessity of inquiry. If, on a subject of 
this notorious kind, there was a difference of 
opinion; if even his Majesty's ministers, 
were not agreed on the subject, he really 
could not figure to himself a more decisive 
argument, to establish the necessity of a ge- 
neral systematic inquiry into the state of 
Ireland. 

The Marquis of Sligo rose, he said, merely 
to say a few words in explanation. He sup- 
posed he was one of those alluded to, who 
had given a favourable view of the general 
loyalty of the population of Ireland. He 
had no wish to retract what he had formerly 
asserted on this subject ; he only wished, that 
what he had said should be properly under- 
stood. He had asserted, that the temper of 
the people of Ireland was materially improv- 
ed, and he had seen nothing to induce him 
to alter this opinion. True it was, that on 
the 23d of July, an insurrection had broke 
out, attended with circumstances of the ut- 
most atrocity. In point of numbers, this 
certainly was a most contemptible and a most 
abortive attempt. He must, however, fully 
accede to the opinion delivered by the noble 
Secretary of State, that the insurrection, con- 
temptible as it was in point of numbers or 
efficiency, was founded on the same prin- 
ciples which the rebels had avowed. These 
principles were, separation from Great-Bri- 
tain, the formation of a separate government, 
and that plan aided and abetted by the power 
of France. He was decidedly favourable to 
the re-enactment of both the bills. He was 
sure that they were essential to the mainte- 
nance of the! tranquillity of Treland, and if 
they were not passed he dreaded the most 
disastrous consequences. 

A short pause’ having ensued, the Lord 
Chancellor was again proceeding to put the 
question from the woolsack : this called up 

‘Lord Grenville, who, in common with the 
other noble lords'who had preceded him, de- 
clated, that he’ did not rise with the view of 
giving his decided’ opposition to the motion 
of the noble Secretary of State, who had 
begun the discossion. He professed, hows 
ever, that he rose under circumstances of 
peculiar embarrassment, to’ offer his senti- 
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ments shortly on the subject. The fact was, 
that at this moment their lordships were 
wholly without information on the subject 
of the state of Ireland, while his Majesty's 
ministers called on them to pass two bills, 
of a nature not less extensive than that of a 
power of depriving a large proportion of his 
Majesty's subjects of the most important pri- 
vileges of the constitution, As the noble 
Jord had thought proper to introduce the ar- 
guments in tavour of both bills in the same 
speech, he had no objection ‘to follow the 
game course, thougi he should have occasion, 
before he sat down, to shew, that the argu- 
ments which might establish the necessity of 
the one, would not at all apply in favour of 
the other. With the general principle laid 
down by the noble lord, in support of the 


measure, he most cordially agreed. His - 


Opinion on this subject was most decidedly 
recorded by his conduct. He certainly had 
always thought, and should on every occa- 
sion maintain the same opinion, that there 
were times and circumstances, when in con- 
formity to the principles of the constitution 
in its best times, extraordinary powers were 
to be granted to meet extraordinary circum- 
stances of danger. It was, however, always 
to be recollected, that the circumstances 
which established the existence of this dan- 
ger, should be clearly and unequivocally 
established. When this was the case, he 
should never pretend to object to extraordi- 
nary powers. Independent of such infor- 
mation, he did not see how any noble lord 
could in conscience give his support to any 
call on the part of ministers for extraordinary 
powers. At present, he thought that Par- 
Jiament was placed in a most awkward pre- 
dicament. He felt for himself personally, 
that he could not offer any decided opinion 
on the subject of the renewal of the bills. 
It could not be imagined that any noble lord 
should be adverse to any plan or measure, 
for the suppression of rebellion. On the 
other hand, it was a very serious matter to 
vote for measures of such magnitude as those 
now before the House, independent of all 
evidence of. their necessity. At this mo 
ment, the only official information which 
the House had of the state of Ireland, was 
contained in his Majesty's speech from the 
throne. He desired their lordships to con- 
sider what was the effect of the information 

communicated, Why, the fact was, that 
Sar months after what the noble Secretary 
of State had been pleased to call the transac- 
tion a 23d of July, his Majesty's minis- 

rs dy his Majesty, in his speech 
{the throne, to assure Parliament, that, 
that time, there had been no appearance 
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of insurrecticn, but that, on the contrary, 
Ireland had remained in a state of wudis. 
tarbed tranquillity. How far this was ay 


accurate view of the stat2 of Ireland, he had’ 


not the means of ascertaining. ‘This, how. 
ever, he had to observe, that it was the only 
official knowledge since the 23d of July, laid 
before Parlidment, relative to the present 
state of Ireland. It was worthy of obser. 
vation, however, the language used respect- 
ing this transaction. On the one hand, it 
was represented as a most formidable con- 
spiracy ; while, on the other, it was described 
as a most contemptible riot. How were their 
lordships to judge amidst such contrariety 
of statements? How were they to judge of 
the necessity of measures, the necessity of 
which could only be judged of by an acca- 
rate knowledge of the circumstances on 
which the bills were founded? ‘Their Jori- 
ships must see that they were proposed on 
grounds very different from any that hal 
hitherto been brought forward. In proot a 
this, he needed only to refer back to the ar- 
cumstances under which they were 1tro- 
duced at former periods. At their first i 
treduction into the Parliament of Irelan¢, 
their lordships were aware that rebellion 4c 
tually raged in the country; aga 
were levied by the insurgents, who cispoi« 
with the troops of his Majesty the posses 
of the island. After the experieuce of sue! 
circumstances, the bills had been repeated 
renewed by the local legislature of Iresn®- 
How did the matter stand at the commence 
ment of the first session of the United Pate 
liament? By the local legisiature the dora 
tion of the bills was limited to the twen')- 
fifth of March, At that time, cera 
circumstances which would be in the ape 
lection of their lordships, but which 1 - 
not now necessary for bim particulatly ane 
plain, prevented the necessity of apd pair’ 
being instituted, as to the propriety ° x rs 
ing the bills. It wasjudged, however, i 
his opinion very properly, that it gilt 
giving too much credit to the atid 

ture to allow them on their auth« : “ gone 
renewed for a short period. The sal 
accordingly renewed on the same e ecoest 
But what was the course which Paria” 


r : dopt! 
immediately thought it expedient to @ op 


A Secret Committee of both ang ap” 
pointed, and it was not till the = ‘he 


_these Committees was produced, ge 


legislature re-enacted the bills. 4 tbat po 


nerally, he must be allowed to 2 of the 
evidence of the necessity © oH wished 
bills was laid before Parliament 7°". 
to make some observations sie objections 
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! tion of the yenewal of both the bills. 













































7 the Martial Law Bill. In the outset of the 
| few observations which he had thrown out | 


m to their lordships, he had remarked that the | 


| noble lord who began the discussion, had not | 
| been altogether correct in mixing the ques- | 
As to 
| the bill for the renewal of the Suspension of 
‘the Habeas Corpus Act, though he saw no 
"evidence of its necessity, still he mast be 
permitted to contend that it stood on a foot- 
‘ing quite different from that of the other 
‘measure. Their lordships would easily see 
rthat this assertion could be supported with- 
Pout much difficulty. In forming a judgment 
'of measures of such magnitude, it would not 
Ibe denied, that the character of those by 
whom extraordinary powers were to be ex- 
“ercised, was a matter of the highest import- 
lance. With respect to the Habeas Corpus 
Suspension Bill, it would be seen that those 
Hwho were to exercise the powers which it 
vested, were persons of the highest rank in 
ithe state. Every step they took was a step 
lopen to future censure. Every measure they 
jadopted was liable to the severest responsi- 
bility. Very different, however, was the 
Psituation of those who were to exercise the 
powers vested in the government by the 
“Martial Law Bill. ‘Their lordships needed 
sonly to look at the bill ta be convinced, that 
amany of those who were to carry its provi- 
sions into effect, if unfortunately it should be 
ecessary to reduce them to practice, were 
Andividuals in whom no responsibility of the 
Mature to which he had referred could at- 
ach. They might decide from want of ade- 
Quate knowledge. They might labour un- 
sder the inftnence of prejudice. They might 
n some cases be led away by local prepos- 
essions, or decide under the pressure of tem- 
porary passions. He was sure that their 
ordships would agree with him in thinking, 
hat when such inconveniencies might be 
experienced, the powers of the nature which 
e biil granted ought not to be lightly con- 
erred. But, further; he requested of their 
ordships to reflect, that even allowing that 
idence had been given of the necessity of 
¢ Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill, the other 
casures could only be defended by argu- 
ments of a nature totally different. He beg- 
d leave shortly to explain the views on 
hich alone he’had supported, or ever could 
Upport, a bill for depriving any part of his 
cllow subjects of the ordinary privileges of 
Me constitution. When martial law was 
rst introduced in Ireland, a rebellion of a 
host formidable nature with the ut- 
host violence. ‘That ion, by the va- 
bur of the mr troops, and the spirit and 
al of the loyal inhabitants, was suppress- 
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ed. As was to be expected, however, 
much rancour and much malignity continu- 
ed to agitate those, whose open attempts atre- 
bellion had been defeated. When they found 
that they could not attack the king’s troops, 
or the loyal part of the community in arms, 
it was necessary for them to change their 
mode of attack. A system of murder and 
intimidation was accordingly introduced, 
and a regular conspiracy was formed to 
interrupt the ordinary forms and proceed- 
ings of the courts of common law, Magi- 
strates were prevented from performing 
the duties of their office at the peril of 
their lives. Judges were prevented from 
presiding at trials at the peri of their lives, 
Jurors were deterred from giving verdicts 
on the clearest evidence at the peril of 
their lives. Witnesses at the same hazard 
were deterred from gtving their evidence, 
In a word, the proceedings of the civil 
and criminal courts of the country were 
totally suspended. A system of intimida- 
tion had, for the time, annihilated every form 
of Jaw, and every privilege attached to 
fair and equitable justice. What was to 
be done under such circumstances ? Some 
strong measure musthave been immediately 
adopted, or the country must have been 
left a prey to all these horrors, The mea- 
sure of martial law was adopted, and the 
effeet which it produced on the restoration 
of tranquillity was immediate.  “Govern- 
ment vested with extraordinary powers, 
was enabled to arrest the progress of these 
atrocious conspirators, Rebels seeing the 
prospect of martial law before them, ceased 
to have any object in obstructiug the pro- 
ceedings of the ordinary tribunals. Things 
reverted to their former order, and the 
establishment of martial law, so far from 
suspending, was, in fact, the means ot 
restoring the operation of the common law 
courts, It was from a contemplation of 
these circumstances, and a knowledge of 
these effects, that he had, on former occa- 
sions supported the establishment of martial 
law in Ireland. Though he woah not go 
quite so faras to assert, that these were 
the only grounds on which he could feel 
himself authorised in voting for a bill which 
went the length of establishing martial law 
in any part of the empire} yet he would 
assert unequivocally, that they were by far 
the strongest grounds which could mduce’ 


him to sanction sueh a strong’ measure, 
Having laid down this general principle, 
he begged leave to put it candidly to thei 


lordships, whether any such evidence had , 
now been adduced to justify the measute ? 


_ Had the noble lord at all insinuated that any” 
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system of intimidation at present prevailed 
in lreland? Were magistrates impeded 
in the exercise of their functions? Were 
judges unable to perform their duties 
without turbulence and anarchy? Could 
jurors not give verdicts according to the 
dictates of their conscience? Could wit- 
nesses not deliver their evidence without 
the dread.of fatal consequences? He was 
confident that the noble lord would not 
make any one of these assertions. He 
appeared, on the contrary, to glory in the 
idea that the utmost tranquillity prevailed ; 
that the proceedings of the civil and cri- 
minal courts experienced no interruption ; 
that criminals were tried without molesta- 
tion, and that they suffered the sentence of 
the law without any violation of the public 
tranquillity. He professed himself astonish- 
ed, after such admissions on the part of his 
Majesty’s ministers, to hear them gravely 
asserting the necessity of establishing martial 
law in Ireland. He would concede to the 
noble lord, or aay other of his Majesty’s 
ministers, that in case of actual rebellion 
the proceedings of the civil and criminal 
courts must necessarily be suspended. 
Common law was in that interval annihi- 
lated, It was, during the continuance of 
such a calamity, virtually extinct. Jnter 
arma leces silent was equally the institution 
of society and the dictate of reason and 
nature. He was far from wishing to dis- 
pute so obvious a position. But he must 
object to the introduction of any system to 
reconcile the existence of martial law and 
common law at the same period. If the 
courts of common law could go on with 
their functions, martial law was unneces- 
sary and dangerous. On the other hand, 
if martial law were really necessary, the 
common law, however much the event 
must be lamented, must for a period lose 
its application and efficiency. On these 
_ principles he must, in an abstract view of 
the subject, disapprove of the re-enact- 
ment of the martial law bill. At the same 
time he had to lament what he observed at 
the outset of his speech, that he was so 
situated that he could not give a decided 
negative to either of the bills. He did not 
see fufficient grounds to induce him to think 
that they were necessary ; but, as his Ma- 
jesty’s:ministers had declared them to be 
necessary, he could not at such a moment 
as this oppose their future progress, He 
had thought it his duty shortly to deliver 
his sentiments, and he trusted ‘he had said 
> gp aD spuds ges: with his 
ly a8 an honest and independent member 
Siloment. ? — 
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Lord. Limerick made a short but spirited 
° pulle 
reply. He had himself buta very short time 
ago Ieft Ireland. He had made it his hy. 
siness to examine carefully into the present 
situation of that gountry, and he now rose 
to state to their lordships what was the 
result of thatexamination. What he was 
about to state was grounded on no losse o; 
idle rumours, but was the result of posi 
tive knowledge and of honest feelivg, 
Standing, then, in his place as a represen. 
tative of the peerage of Ireland, he took on 
himself decidedly to assert, and he was 
confident that heshould not be contradicted, 
that the re-enactment of both the bills now 
before their lordships was essentially ne- 
cessary to the continuance of tranquillity 
in that part of the united empi+. He 
could, with equal safety, make the same 
declaration in behalf of all the loyal part 
of the community in that country. They, 
to a man, expected that the bills would 
be renewed, They would consider any 
government which would not propose their 
renewal as indifferent to their et interesls, 
and would curse the hour in which a united 
legislature was formed, which would not 
pass for their protection the measures which 
had been found so beneficial under a local 
legislature. The noble lord took occasion 
to allude to what has been said about the 
atrocity of the 22d of July, an atrocity, the 
infamy of which he was afiaid would not 
be easily effaced from the character of his 
unfortunate country. With those who de- 
scribed the insurrection of that day as a col- 
temptible riot, he could not possibly - 
Contemptible with regard to number 
certainly was; but when its objects 
ends were considered, it was of 4 - 
different description. He would assert, wi" 
out fear of contradiction, that it bore distinct 
ly all the features of the rebellion of 17984 
that it looked to the same object of | . 
separation from this country, that vy 
fomented before the breaking out © Wit 
war by French influence, and that latter 


was encouraged by. the hope of F rench assist 
ance. Such were his ideas of the insurrect 
of the 23d of July, andsuch he was 


were the views entertained of it “Fole 
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necessity of renewing martial law, that the 
business of the ordinary courts of law was 
not suspended, that criminals were con- 
demned and executed without molestation. 
This he did not wish by any means to 
deny; but be could account for it in a most 
atisfactory manner. It would be recol- 
lected, that the greater part of the late state 
trials had taken place in Dablin. Now, 
what he desired their lordskips to know 
was, the state of that metropolis while these 
trials were going forward. At that time 
there was a force of armed men of not 
less than twelve thousand. Not amotion 
of insurrection could go forward. Not a 
step could be taken by the insurgents with- 
out an almost certain detection ; under these 
circumstances it was not to be wondered 
at that tranquillity prevailed. It was un- 
fair, however, to suppose that, if trials had 
taken place in remote districts, the same 
good order and peaceable conduct would 
He was persuaded 
that the contrary would have been the case. 


| There were, it is true, commissions in the 


counties of Antrim and Down, and there 
too no riot or disturbance was experienced. 
He was proud also to admit this, but at 
the same time, he thought it necessary to 
say, that in these counties the spirit of 
loyalty was decidedly prevalent. ‘The noble 


_ lord considered, nevertheless, that nothing 
| short of martial law could effectually keep 


down a spirit of insurrection, always ready 
to avail itself of favourable opportunities. A 


' noble lord (Earl Suffolk,) had said a good 


deal of the grievances of Ircland, and had 


' intimated his intention to move for a com- 
| Mission, composed of individuals connected 
' with no party. 


He could not help consider- 
ing this as a most extraordivary sort of pro- 
Irish grievances formed now a 
very hacknied topic ; but, even at present, 
he declared himself somewhat at a loss to 
understand the exact import of the term. 
He believed that those who dilated so much 
on this subject would collect much useful in- 
formation from the testimony of DoctorMac- 


-neven, Doctor Arthur OConnor, and Doctor 


Emmett, the brother of the youug man who 
had lately forfeited his life to the violated 
laws of his coantry. What were, he de- 
sired their lordships to reflect, the sentiments 
of these most reverend doctors on the sub- 
ject of Irish grievances? Was it catholic 
emancipation they sought for? No! this 
was beneath their notice. Was it equal re- 
Presentation ? the thing was ridiculous, 
Was it the abolition of tythes? this was 
equally contemptible. In a word, it was 


sothing short of Irish independence, and 
Yor. IV. 
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the abolition of kingly government. These 
were the grievances of Ivre'and, about which, 
some noble lords appeared so concerned, 
The noble lord, after dwelling a little longer 
on this topic, sat down by giving his decided 
vote in favour of both bills. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that he would 
not have thought it necessary to trouble their 
lord-fips on the present occasion, had he 
not deemed it a duty which he owed, both 
to himself and to the House; in a question 
of a constitutional nature, to express openly 
and broadly the ground on which he sup- 
ported the measure. He, along with the 
noble lord who spoke last, bad, on a former 
occasion, given his most decided approba- 
tion of the adoption of a similar measure in 
this country at a period when the exigency 
of the case seemed to demand it. He felt 
gratified at the recollection of that circum- 
stance, and he entertained, and, to the last 
moment of his existence, should entertain, 
the deepest sense of gratitude to the noble 
lord, and to his colleagues in office, for the 
adoption of that measure. To it, he was 
moraily convinced, their lordships were in- 
debted for their present tranquillity and 
coméort, and for the privilege which they 
now enjoyed, of deliberating how far they 
should submit toa temporary relinquishment 
of part of their rights, for the permanent 
preservation of the whole. That the mea- 
sores now proposed were necessary he was 
conscious in his own mind. The whole 
circumstances, which had occurred, had con- 
vinced him of that necessity. He agreed 
with the noble lord, that it was not on the 


_ word of ministers that such necessity was to 








be taken for granted. Noble lords must be 
convinced that it actually existed, before they 
could agree to any measure which had for 
its object to encroach on the constitutional 
liberties of any part of the community. In 
considering this point, he could not throw 
out of his recollection that a measure, simi- 
lar to the present, had been adopted with 
regard to Ireland, on the representation of 
several of the members for that country, 
after it had been previously goue into by 
their own legislatare, Whether properly 
or not, he should not pretend to say, the 
measure had been allowed to drop; and 
another application for is renewal became 
necessary in consequence of the proceedings 
of the 23d July. It had been said this was 
a contemptible riot, and no insurrection ; 
and that, therefore, we were not calied on 
to continue the harsh enactments now pro- 
posed. His lordship said, that it was df. 
cuJt in such a case, to Say what was coil- 
a an and dangerous to sport with a 
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danger because it was apparently trifling. 

What in one hour appeared an inconsider- 

abe, or contemptible riot, might in a week 

be a formidable insurrection. What to day 

was an insurrection, might be in a condition 

to-morrow to brand with a similar epithet, 

the regular government which it had origi- 

nally opposed. It was imprudent; it was 

worse—it was a desertion of our duty to 
tamper with popular feelings, or popuiar 
prepossessions, to disaffection. But, it was 
said, his Majesty's speech declared that every 
thing was quiet in Ireland, and held out a 
hope that the deluded people of that coun- 
try had come toa sense of their folly. This, 
he maintained, was not a fair inference to 
be drawn from his Majesty's speech. By 
the vigilance of government, and by the 
effect of the late trials, any open appear- 
ance of disaffection had been stopped ; and 
the speech, too, held out a hope that his 
Majesty’s deluded subjects in that country 
were now restored to their senses. Might 
it not, however, be fairly inferred that one 
of the grounds of that hope was the 
existence of the very measures now under 
consideration, and the consciousness that 
such measures were calculated to aid the 
Joyal subjects of that country in maintain- 
ing good order and tranquillity. He could 
not refrain from paying, not a compliment, 
but a merited tribute to the criminal juris- 
pradence of that country, for the temperate, 
yet firm and vigorous justice, which on the 
late trials it had administered. While its 
temperance and moderation must have con- 
ciliated the minds of those not lost to every 
sense of justice and reason, and have tavght 
them to prize that law which, as British 
subjects, they enjoyed, its vigour must bave 
greatly tended to keepin awe the licentious 
and unruly, and to convince them that its 
firmness was equal to its moderation and 
justice, The circumstance, that it was only 
found necessary on onc occasion to resort to 
the extraordinary means now proposed, so 
far from evincing that such measures were 
net necessary, only shewed the delicacy 
which government observed in the use of 
them, and that such powers were properly en- 
trusted to the Irish government. The know- 
ledge that such powers might, when neces- 
sary, be employed, might have been the very 
eause which rendered the adoption less fre- 
quent. The notoriety of the recent outrages 
in Ireland; the uncertainty whether they 
were completely crushed, and the spirit of 
insurrection totally extinguished, were, his 
lordship conceived, sufficient grounds of the 
measure. Other grounds might exist, but 
‘it was unnecessary to press them forward, 
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when circumstances to justify the measure 


cluded by giving his hearty assent to the 
bills; an assent which, in similar circum- 
stances, he should deem himself deficient jn 
his duty were he to with-hold from similar 
applications, as to this country. 

Farl Darnley insisted that no parliamen- 
tary ground was laid for the present measures, 
He did not, however, presume to say that 
they were not necessary. The House, how- 


were notorious to all. His lordship con- 
} 








ever, ought to be fully convinced of their 
necessity, and that upon parliamentary 
grounds, before they passedthem. He ad- 
verted to the conduct of the government of 
Ireland, which he was clearly of opinion, 
was surprised on the 23d of July. Blame, 
on this account, must attach to ministers, and 
the recal of the commander in chief seemed 
to fix it upon him. A noble lord (Limerick) 
had quoted the opinions of certain state 
| doctors, viz. M:Neven, Emmet, and O’Con- 
nor.—* For my part,” said Lord Darnley, 
‘* experience has taught me to expect no 
* good in politics from a doctor !" 

Lord Hobart said, that he would not have 
{troubled the House on the present occasicn, 
had it not been for the concluding observa- 
tions of the noble lord who spoke last. He 
knew that no blame did attach to govern- 
ment on that day. They were aware 0! 
the attack, and had- given intimation tothe 
commander of the forces and to the Super 
intendant of the Police. Government could 
not divine in what street the insurrection 
might break out; but had the rebels pro 
ceeded to the Castle, to the Bank, or to the 
depot of arms, they would have found ney 
thing in readiness for their reception. ses 
thought it’ proper to state, that no blame 
was imputable to the commander of I" 
forces. His dismissal from that sitaation 
was at his own request, and his imei 
employment afterwards was not epee 
recompence for that situation, but because 

d themselves 
government would have deemed ther om 
‘culpable, had they allowed the military ; 
Jents of an officer of such known abilives 
to remain unemployed at the present pe 
riod.—The two bills were then read ’ a 
cond time, and ordered to besgommutics 


morrow. 


| 





ve, 
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the Linen Roard in Ireland for one year, 
from Jan. 5, 1804, to Jan. 5, 1805.—Leave 
was given to bring in a bill to enable his 
Majesty to grant certain lands in Chertsey, 
&c. to H R.H. the Duke of York. —Mre. 
W. Dundas gave notice, that he should not 
bring forward, till after the recess, the mo- 
tion which it was his inteution to make re- 
specting the militia of Scotland.—Leave was 
given to bring in a bill for punishing mu- 
tiny and desertion, and for the better pay- 
ment of their quarters.—Leave was given 
to bring in a bill for the regulation of his 
Majesty's royal marine forces while on shore. 
—Mr. Secretary Yorke moved the second 
reading of the bill for explaining two acts, 
passed in the 42d and 43d of his present 
Majesty, relatingto volunteers and yeomanry 
corps. It was accordingly read a second 
time, and ordered to be committed to-mor- 
row. — The House resolved itself into 4 
Committee of Supply, in which a variety 
of small sums were voted for the mainte- 
nance of convicts at home and abroad, and 
other miscellaneous services voted annually. — 
Mr. Corry also moved the miscellaneous ser- 
vices for Ireland, which were agreed to ; and 
the report ordered to be received to-morrow. 

[REPORT ON THE ARMY ESTIMATES.] On 
the motion for bringing up the report on 
the army estimates, 

Colonel Craufurd rose and spoke as fol- 
lows: — Sir; in the debate which took 
place on Friday last, the Committee was 
so lorg occupied in attending to the 
speeches of gentlemen either the most dis- 
tinguished for their ta'ents or of the great- 
est weight from their official situations, that 
] thought it better to defer offering my opi- 


|. Dions on the subject until the report should 


be brought up.—Amongst the various topics 
which have bee», or naturally may be intro- 
duced into this discussion, there is no one 
which more promisently presents itself to 
my mind, than that which in the last session 
formed the ground of a specifick motion in 
this House. I mean, the establishment of 
a military council.— At a time when (in ad- 
dition to the immense sums that the public 
1s called upon in other ways to contribu:e 
for military. pusposes) Parliament deems it 
becessary to vote establishments so large and 
€xpensive as those contained in the estimates 
low before us; at atime, Sir, when we 
are engaged in a war the most arduous and 
Critical in which this country wasever involv- 
ed, it undoubtedly is the first duty of every 
inember of this House, to suggest all those 
means which in his judgment would conduce 
tothe bringing our military system to the 
highest pitch of perfection, and to the placing 
the national defence and security upon a great, 
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solid, and permanent basis ; and the accom- 
plishment of these most important objects 
would, in my opiniofiwbe,.greatly promoted by 
the establishment of a military council, pro- 
perly composed. — When this subject was 
mentioned on Friday, last by an hon. gent. 
not now present (Mr. Fox), the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer told us, that he had reason 
to believe that many of those who formerly 
had wished for sucha council, were now, 
upon further consideration of it, convinced 
that it would be productive of no advantage, 
and of many inconveniencies to the public 
service.—1 cannot pretend to say what change 
may- have taken place io the opinions of 
others, but I think it right to declare, that 
mine remains unaltered, that the vote which 
I formerly gave, when the question was agi- 
tated in this House, was not lightly given, 
and that having tully considered the sub- 
ject since, I am confirmed in my conviction 
of the propriety of that vote.—But, before | 
proceed to state my reasons for adhering to 
this opinion, I cannothelp expressingmy sur- 
prize, that whenever the measure has been re- 
commended on the one side, and resisted by 
hisMajesty’s ministers on the other, it has been 
resisted chiefly on the ground that it would 
imp'y a want of confidence in the abilities 
of the commander in chief.—For my own 
part, Sir, Iam very sure that I never made 
any proposal, never stated any opinion or 
uttered a single expression in this House, 


which, if liberally or fairly construed, could | 


possibly be considered as conveying any 
thing disrespectful or disparaging of that il- 
lustrious persoriage ; although I well recol- 
lect that such insinuations were thrown cut 
against me both in and out of this House. 
—I am, however, totally regardless of what 
may be the effect of these or similar misre- 
presentations; they shall never deter me 
trom freely and openly delivering my opi- 
nions ; and, therefore, I have no hesitation in 
declaring that, in the present situation of 
affairs, i do not believe his Royal Highness 
to be capable, without farther assistance, of 
doing ample justice to the .country in the 
administration of the various branches of the 
military department of the public service. 
When I say this, it is not that I do not 
think as highly as any man of his Royal 
highness’s abilities and exertion ; but I do 
not hold 4im to be equal to such a task, be- 
cause J believe that no one man can perform 
it.—I am fully sensible, Sir, of the great 
advantages which the country has derived 
from his being placed at thé head of the ar- 
my; and I know that he devotes himself te 
the discharge of his public duties with ade- 
gree of laborious assiduity, rarely to be me. 
with in avy man, and still more rarely, per- 
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baps, in a man of his high birth. But, com- 
pletely occupied as he is, in dispatching the 
urgent and pressing business that daily oc- 
curs in the command of such a force as we 
now have on foot, itis not possible that he 
should have sufficient time and leisure left 
for reflecting, as deeply and maturely as the 
subject requires, on all the possible ineans of 
improving the national defence, and esta- 
blishing it upon one great combined and 
permanent system.---But, it has been said, 
has he not already a council of able ofiicers 
to assist him ? Are not the staff this coun- 
cil ?—Undoubtedly, Sir, his Royal High- 
ness’s staff is composed of very able and re- 
spectable officers; but they, too, are fully 
engaged with the details of their respective 
departments.—It has also been urged, that 
all the general officers who are employed, 
are, in fact, his council, as he has constant 
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opportunities of having recourse to their | 


advice; but here, again, I must object, not 
only that these general officers are greatly 
occupied with the particular business of their 
respective commands, but also that their 
being necessarily dispersed, at a great dis- 


tance from the commander in chief, and | 


from each other, is an obstacle to their ren- 


from such a council as | have in view.—But 


Jet it not be supposed that I am proposing | 
g¢ the 


a council, for the purpose of controlling 
commander in chief, in the direction of the 


active operations of the army in the field, | 
What I mean to recommend is a council, | 
comprising within it some officers of great | 
experience and acknowledged abilities, who | 


would devote the whole of their time to the 


mature investigation of every means, that | 


might be proposed by others, or should oc- 


cur to themselves, for increasing our military | 


strength, digesting and combining the whole 
into one great and comprehensive system.— 


The establishment of such a conncil, of | which they have fully explained, to us '" 


which the commander in chief “would be | 


president, and the master and lieutenant ge- 
neral of the ordnance (amongst others) would 
be members, would have the advantage of 
uniting and bringing, under one view, those 
different branches of the military service 
which are now independent of each other ; 
as every thing relating to the military branch 
of the ordnance department would come 
under its cognizance,—I say the military, as 
contradistinguished from the naval branch. 
—I also think, that, without being accused 
of speal © Sor erties either of his Royal 
| ess the commander in chief, or of the 
_*  poble lord at the head of the crdngnce, J 
a nay be allowed to say, that any proposal for 
fence of the country, coming from such 
a council, would carry with it greater weight 
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than if proceeding either from the comman« 
der in chief or from the master general ; 
and that ministers would feel, that in neg. 
lecting to attend to such a recommendation, 
they would take upon themselves a serious 
responsibility. —Ministers, indeed, and those 
who approve of their conduct, contend, that 
nothing necessary for the defence of the em- 
pire has been neglected; from whence they 
infer, that we have not felt the want of such 
acouncil; but, as I deny the premises, [ 
cannot grant the conclusion. I contend, 
that there has been much neglect and mis- 
management; and, to prove this assertion, | 
must shortly revert to a period which was 
referred to in the former debate, I mean that 
immediately subsequent to the treaty of 
Amiens.— Without at all entering into the 
merits of that treaty, I shall merely say, that, 
even if after the conclusion of it, the con- 
duct of the French government had been ap- 
parently pacific ; yet, when we consider that 
by that treaty we recognized them as legi- 
timate sovereigns of the Netherlands, and 
that the possession of that country, which at 
any time would have given France a predo- 
minant influence in Holland, does in the 


| present state of Europe give them the abso- 
dering that service, which might be expected | 


lute command of it; it undoubtedly behoved 
us to adopt a new and more enlarged mili- 
tary system than had ever before been deem- 
ed necessary, and io employ ourselves durng 
the peace in strengthening our means of 
defence in proportion to the increased means 
of offence which France would possess 
case of a renewal cf war.—'This, I say, was 
obviously necessary, even supposing the con- 
duct of the French government had been ap- 
parently pacific. But, what was their con- 
duct? What it really was, Sir, it is unneces 
sary for me to examine; it is sufficient for 
my argument to consider in what light his 
Majesty's ministers themselves viewed It 


their declaration on the renewal of hostili- 
ties.—They there telf us, that ‘ It may W! 

truth be asserted, that the period which has 
elapsed since the conclusion of the defia' 
tive treaty, has been marked with one co™” 
tinued series of aggression, violence, % 
insuit on the part of the French goveromen 
That “ it is impossible to eng ae “sh 
ferent proceedings, and the whic 

the French government have thought . 
to adopt respecting them, without the et 
rough conviction that they are not the € oft 

i but that they form a part 


ed, for the put 
ilifving, and insulting bis 
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Majesty and hin. goveroment Now, a 
1 ask, is it possible that his Majesty i. 
nistess, viewing the conduct of J 
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this light, should really have thought that the 
eace would be of long duration? Is it pos- 
sible that any set of men, composing the go- 
vernment of this brave and powerful nation, 
of a people jealous of their honour, and at ail 
times ready to resent an insult offered to 
themselves or their Sovereign? Is it, I say, 
possble, that the ministers of such a country 
should have been capable of believing, that 
we could long remaio at peace with a go- 
vernment which, as they themselves tell us, 
had, since the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty, acted upon a system of degrading, 
vilifying, and insulting his Majesty and his 
government? Under such circumstances, I 
cannot help supposing that they must at least 
have considered the duration of the peace to 
be very precarious: and if it was easy for 
them to foresee the probability of war, it was 
no less easy to foresee what would be the na- 
ture of it. Has a single circumstance occurred 
which was not expected? Did they reckon 
upon the co-operation of allies, who have 
since deserted them? No; they could have 
no suc expectation. Js Buonaparteé’s pro- 
ject of invading this country any thing new 
aud unexpected ? Certainly not. When they 
made the peace of Amiens, they knew he 
had it in contemplation, if the war had con- 
tinued ; and, therefore, might be sure that 
if it should be renewed ander such circum- 
stances, he would again prepare to invade 
us? Since then, they must have foreseen 
both the probability of a rupture, and the 
precise nature.of the war that would ensue. 
Did it not once occur to them to consider 
a little what measures were or might even- 
tually become necessary to meet such an at- 
tack? Did they not consider that a rapid 
increase of the army would become neces- 
sary, and that, therefore, it was their duty to 
prepare beforchand the means of effecting 
it? Could they not foresee, that in a war of 
such a nature, they would be obliged to call 
Bpon a great part of the population of the 
country to assist the army in its defence ? 
And did it never occur to them, that, in order 
toenable the people to fight, it would be 
necessary to give them arms? I am per- 
fectly ready to admit, that the statement 
made bya noble lord (Castlereagh) on Fri- 
day ts eins the number of arms that 
have been issued, is more satisfactory than 
circumstances had led me to expect; 
and I have no hesitation in declaring, that, 
in my mind, it fully acquits the board of 
Ordnance of any imputation of neglect or 
want of exertion since the breaking ott of 
the war. But, I am not the’less of opinion, 
that the ministers were, in the highest degree 


culpable, for not having long ago euabied | 
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that department to fill the arsenals; and, it 
is a notorious fact, that much Jess than two 
months ago, nay, at the very period (E 
mean Michaelmas) when, by the generak 
Training Bill, as first brought into the House 
by lis Majesty's ministers, all exercising and 
drilling was to have been suspended till Lady 
Day next, not one half of the volunteers 
were armed. Another precaution, which 
the situation of this country, after the peace 
of Amiens, naturally suggested the propriety 
of adopting, but which appears, during that 
period, to have been wholly overlooked, is 
that of defensive works: and no man, I 
think, will deny, that if these had been com- 
menced, as they ought to have been, during 
the peace, our coasts would now have been 
in a state of much greater security, than any 
which they can derive from such imperfect 
works as have since been hastily thrown up. 
No man, for instance, can doubt that the 
towers mentioned on Friday by my right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) or other works 
possessing the properties of these towers, I 
mean security against assault, would afford 
much more effectual opposition to disem- 
barkation, than can be expected from low 
and weak batteries, which may be easily 
taken possession of by the enemy’s infantry. 
These, Sir, and other such measures of des 
fence and precaution, would probably not 
have been neglected by his Majesty's minis- 
ters, if they had been recommended, as no 
doubt they would have been, by such a 
council as I have proposed; because, as I 
have before observed, the neglecting to at- 
tend to the advice of such a council (record- 
ed as it would be on their minutes) would 
have thrown upon ministers a greater degree 
of responsibility than attaches to the not 
adopting the advice of any one man, how- 
ever elevated his rank.—It will be said, I 
suppose, that all these measures would have 
been expensive, and that it was, therefore, 
advisable to practise economy, to keep u 

the funds, &c. ; a mode of reasoning which 
does not deserve an answer. But, what wil 

be the excuse for having neglected thos 

precautions which were not attended with 
any expense? If it was foreseen, as it cers 
tainly must have been, that a rapid increase 
of the regular forces, and a great armament 
of the people would be necessary, why, at 
least, were not those laws prepared at lei- 
sure, which, when a rupture took place, it 
would become the duty of government to 
propose to Parliament for the carrying these 
measures into effect? Asan excuse for the 
imperfect state in which the different bille 
were brought forward, it is'said, that “— 
were framed under the pressure of critic: 
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circumstances. and that such a system could 
not be expected to be made pertect at-once. 
Now this, which they allege as an excuse, 
is, in fact, the very ground of my charge 
against them. Their defence, in this case, 
like their justification of the Irish govern- 
ment, only makes the matter worse; for, I 
ask, why were these measures hastily framed 
under the pressure of critical ciicumstances ? 
Why were they not maturely considered and 
digested before the renewal of a war which 
must have been foreseen?—A most serious 
evil resulting endire/y from the mistakes com- 
mitted in drawing up these bills is, that we 
now have nearly 400,000 men exempted 
from the army of reserve and militia bailot. 
1 have, indeed, heard the right hon. Sec. of 
State maintain, that the granting these ex- 


emptions was not, as I contend, the effect of | 


a mistake; but that it was in the contem- 
plation of Parliament, at the time, to give to 
the act, under which the volunteers claim 
the exemption, the full effect, which it has 
since. been discovered to have produced. 
Now, I am perfectly convinced, that the great 
majori'y at least of this House had no such 
intention; and I have good reason to sup- 
pose, that his Majesty's ministers themselves 
had it not; for it appears, that sometime 
after the close of the session, the Sec. of 
State wrote a letter to the Attorney and So. 
licitor General, desiring to know, whether, 
in their opinion, the volunteers were really 
entitled to these exemptions? Itis, indeed, 
curious to observe, how this clause, granting 
exemptions, got into the system.—Jn passing 
the act for raising the army of reserve, the 
greatest anxiety was shewn by the Com. 
mittee, to confine the exemptions within as 
narrow limits as possible; and the act pro- 
vides, that only such volunteers should be 
exempted as had been accepted before the 
22d day of June, 1803.—In the general 
Training Bill, which followed the above, it is 
expressly enacted, that this aet is not to ex- 
empt persons from being balloted for the 
militia or army of reserve.—In the 120th ch. 
Geo. III. being an act for amending the last 
mentioned, no notice is taken of exemption 
from ballot. Bot there comes a Bill, of 
which, from its title, it was impossible for 
any member to suppose, that any thing con- 
tained in it would repeal one of the most 
important provisions of the preceding acts, 
but which has since been discovered to have 
produced this effect.—It is the 121st chap. 
Geo. If. and is entit!ed, “‘ Ap Act for bil- 
letting Volunteers when assembled, for sub- 
Jecting to military discipline Serjeants,Trum- 
peters, Drummers, and Buglemen, who re- 


* 
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guiating such Yeomanry and Volunteer 
Corps.” And this is the Act, which, in the 
opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
ral, given in answer to a query from the Se- 
cretary of State, is declared to have repealed 
that clause of the Army of Reserve Bill, 
which denied the exemption from ballot to 
any volunteers, excepting those who had 
been accepted before the 22d of June. I, 
therefore, cannot believe that this was inten- 
tionally done by his Majesty's ministers; and 
I am very sure it was without the knowledge 
of by far the greater part, if not the whole, 


_ of the’ other members of this House. Now, 








this general exemption, which I consider as 
the effect of a mistake in the framers of the 
last Bill, is, in my opinion, by far the greatest 
defect in the whole of the volunteer system. 
Jt greatly interferes with the recruiting the 
army of reserve and militia; it gives to cer- 
tain persons in the volunteer corps a very 
improper power of deciding, who shall or 
shall not be subject to the ballots, accordingly 
as they please to accept or reject the affeis 
of those who wish to enter their corps; and 
it gives a dubious. character to the whole vo- 
lunteer institution, inasmuch as it is now 
impossible to distinguish thoce who come 
forward from pure zeal and_ patriotism, 
from such as are actuated only by a desire 
of escaping the operation of the other Bills.— 
Sir, before I conclude, I must take the op- 
portunity of again reverting to the subject 
of fortifications ; and, without entering !0- 
to any detailed reasoning, I will assert, 
that, without fortifications, every deler- 
sive system must be extremely impeticct. 
To execute them ona great scale 1s, Wr 
doubtedly, a work of time; but, | ask, has 
any such’ system been commenced ?—In Ire 
land, for instance, where the necessi!) oh 
fortresses has been recognised and pointed 
Sut, I believe, by every officer who es 
gave an opinion on the subject, | do i 
understand that government has gone 
length of even marking out a single a 
of ground for the purpose. With resp 
to the extent to which it would be advisae 
ble to carry the system of fertifications 1” 
England, there may be some variely a 
opinion; but there is one subject jo 
which, if we are really exposed pesnvosi”” 
no difference of opinion can possibly di 
I mean the propriety of fortifying a :. 
military dépét and place of arms; ' 

to say, of fortifying it at least to Si “A 
degree that it cannot be taken with? fst 
siege: for, although I go, perhaps * 
as any man, in neneyiDs that the en’. 
may effect the disembar 

force in this country, yet, 1 am 
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that he will have very great difficulty in 
landing all the ammunition and military 
stores that are necessary for a long opera- 
tion. If, therefore, our military dépdts 
were secure against a coup de main, the 
enemy, unable to possess himself of them, 
would find the dificulties of an invasion in- 
finitely increased, as lre would be under 
the necessity of attempting to form a ma- 
gazine of his own, and of preserving a 
communication with it. I must repeat, 
that if such a council as I have proposed 
had existed, I do not believe that all-these 
precautions would have been so completely 
neglected, as they appear to have been.— 
With respect to the estimates themselves, 
they appear to be little different from the 
establishment voted during the last session, 
and I have, therefore, little to remark up- 
on them; butas it is, undoubtedly, of the 
utmost im portance that the regular army 
should be increased as much as possible, 
I must again repeat my regret, that the 
measure which was successfully adopted 
last war, has not again been resorted to ; I 
mean that of recruiting from the militia ; 
for without disparagement to the latter, I 
may be allowed to say, that the former is a 
more efficient force. Lalso regret that the 
militia of Great-Britain and Ireland has 
not been made interchangeable: a mea- 
sure which always appeared to me, to be 
one of the advantages that would naturally 
result from the union.—There is another 
species of military arrangement highly de- 
serving of attention (I know not how far 
it has been carried); I mean an extensive 
Organization of the unarmed peasantry 
into corps of pioneers. It is impossible to 
estimate too highly the benefit which we 
should derive from their assistance, parti- 
cularly when we consider, that the face of 
this country, covered as ‘it is with enclo- 
sures, is of a nature that greatly impedes 
the action of those two descriptions of 
force in which we shall be so decidedly 
Superior to an invading enemy, that is to 
Say, cavalry and artillery. The advantage 
of this superiority we shall be in a great 
measure deprived of, without the aid of 
numerous bodies of pioneers to facilitate 
the operation of these two arms. I should, 
therefore, be desirous of seeing a great 
Proportion of the peasantry immediately 
enrolled into corps for this purpose; and 
J should recommend that they should, at 
the same time, be armed with pikes, the 
manufacture of which requires very little 
time or expense, and which they can make 
Use of without any previous instruction. 
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With this arm I am convinced, that, in 
opposing a disembarkation, and on many 
other occasions, they would add very pow- 
erfully to the effect of an attack, if they 
were judiciously managed, and not ex- 
posed to the enemy’s fire until the moment 
presented itself for charging him. 

Mr. Jose said, it was by no means his in- 
tention to oppose any of the resolutions, 
but he wished to make a few observations 
connected with the general subject before 
the House, The principle point on which 
he meant totrouble the House, related to the 
measures necessary to be adopted in the e- 
vent of marching|votunteers to the coast. Jt 
appeared to him that the sum, proposed to be 
voted for volunteers, was toosma!l, because, 


‘upon the best calculation he could make, it 


would require very little less than one inil- 
lion. If they were to be employed at all 
in that way, he tbought that some provision 
ought to be made for their families, Upon 
this subject he had lately had some corres- 
pondence with one of his Majesty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, and he begged 
to acknowledge the great readiness which 
that right hon. gent. had shewn to attend 
to his representations. There was in one 
of the acts a provision upon this subject, 
in case the volunteers were called out up- 
on actual service, Some doubt had arisen 
respecting the word * called ’’ out on ac- 
tual service ; but, in his opinion, if they 
were out, some provision ought to be made 
for their families, Some of the corps in 
his neighbourhood were now upon actual 
duty, and wben they offered their services 
fos that purpose, they made no stipulations 
upon the subject. When he learnt trom 
the Lord *Lieur. that it was wished that 
some of the-volunteers should march to the 
coast, he assembled the corps nearest to 
him, and when the proposal was made to 
them, they cheerfully offered their services : 
of 296 there was but one man that made 
the smallest objection to it. Afterwards, 
some of them came to him, and represented 
the impossibility of their maintaining their 
families. The corps, to which he alluded, 
was in general composed of labouring men, 
who earned,upon an average, about nine 
shillings a week; with this they were en: 
abled to maintain their families. If they 
were marched from home, they would re- 
ceive a shilling a day, out of which it was 
obvious they could not maintain both them. 
selves and their families, it would, there- 
fore, be absolutely necessary that some 
provision should be made for their tamilies, 
otherwise it would bg impossible ior them to 
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continue, in the service. The corps to which 


he alluded, were animated with the most 
ardent desire to devote their services to the 
public, and to go wherever their services 
could be useful. When he was speaking 
to them about marching, and explaining to 
them their district, they said, ** Don’t tell 
us, Sir, about districts, we will follow our 
officers any where.” Out of 2960 men, of 
which the corps was composed, 294 marched 
from home, and were now actually on duty. 
He had heard regularly from the command- 
ing officer,.ever since they marched, and 
every letter was full of applauses of the con- 
duct of the men. This spirit was not con- 
fined to the spot to which he alluded, it was, 
he was sure, general all over the country, 
and he should be sorry indeed to see such a 
spirit damped. It at first occurred: to him, 
that the allowance to their families ought 
to be paid by the county; but, upon con- 
sideration, he thought otherwise, because 
the burthen would then fall peculiarly heavy 
on the maritime counties, where the volun- 
teers would be most frequently required to 
march to the coast, and therefore he 
thought they ought to be paid out of the 
general fuod. This was a subject op which 
he really felt much anxiety, and therefore 
the House, he hoped, would excuse him for 
occupying their time. With regard to the 
state of defence of that part of the coast 
with which he was acquainted, it was not 
his wish to make any observations which 
could convey any information to the enemy. 
Indeed it was not ia his power, because he 
was sure they were as well acquainted with 
the state of the coast as we were. They 
knew that many parts of it were unprotected. 
Jt was not a great many weeks ago (and the 
circumstance was known to one of his Ma- 
jesty’s tministers, who was not far from the 
place at the time), that a spy actually took a 
boat and went ever to France, with two re- 
cruits for the enemy. He was happy to 
say, however, that measures had since been 

en to prevent this. With regard to the 
volunieer force in general, he was perfectly 
convinced, that it would turn out com- 
pletely efficient. — Upon this subject, he 
totally diff-red from a right hon. gentls- 
maa (Mr. Windham), He did not speak 
upon his own judgment, because ine would 
never give an opinion upon a subject 
upon which he was incompetent to form one 
correctly, but he spoke from what he had 
pro targeted cage sada whom he had 
conver patticularly the reviewio ne- 
rais—From them he had never beeen but 
one opinion, and that was, that they would 
their duty as well as any regular woops.— 






‘ig’ 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 12.—Report on the Army Estimates. 





{1792 


Nothing certainly could be more desirable 
than to take every oppcrtunity of bringing 
small volanteer corps together, so as to act 
in batallion, and this he was convinced wou'd 
not be so difficult as many gentlemen ima- 
gined—He saw very lately 1,400 men as- 
sembled, many of whom had marched 13 or 
14 miles; they went through their evolu- 
tions, and marched back again without a 
single murmur, though the weather was un- 
commonly severe—He therefore hoped that 
every means would be used :o bring them 
as often as possible into batallion. He 
was perfectly convinced that they would not 
give way even in line before any troops to 
which they might be opposed. The only 
apprehension he entertained was ihat if they 
were brought into action, they would be 
impetuous. If history was looked into, in- 
numerable instances would be found where 
troops not so well disciplined or instructed 
had stood firm and defeated veteran troops. 
But even if they could not stand in Jine they 
would be of most important use as light 
troops and as rifle-men. A friend of his 
who had seen a great deal of service, patli- 
cularly in Holland and Egypt, declared, 
thac during these campaigns he had not scen 
the French above twice in line. It was 


| ksown that a great part of their troops cole 


sisted of tirailleurs, who were not used 10 
line but as light troops. The hon. officer 
who spoke last had alluded to the possibility 
of the enemy effecting a landing. He by 
no means agreed with those who thought it 
was impossible for the French to escape out 
blockading squadrons. He believed 1 wa 
impossible for any officer, however vigilant 
or skilful, so completely to block up 4°Y 
port, as that it should be absolutely imprac- 
ticable for the enemy by any accident : 
effect their escape. Buti the enemy sa 
escape, he begged the House to considtt 
what a line of defence we had upyn oor ov? 
coasts. He. had heard with great satisfactio® 
that we had no less than 800 armed “ne 
employed for the defence of the coast. A 
could state, from his own kuowledge, that a 
that part of the coast with which he was? 
quainted, there were eighty of these ee 
armed with carronades, ready to start 
every creek to annoy the ennemy on Lenard 
proach ; they were manned with ee 
perfectly understood the management awit 
vesseis, and were thoroughly acqua'} “ 
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ance of that force to which he had just al- 
luded, the country would be completely safe. 
He was only anxious thar the volunteers 
should meer with that encouragement and 
protection which they deserved. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke entirely concurred in the 
opinion of the right hon. gent. who had just 
sat down; but thought the subject might be 
more properly discussed on the particular re- 
solution than on the report. - The volunteers, 
in his own opinion, were not entitled to such 
allowances, either by the 42d or 43d of his 
Majesty, though the Board of Treasury had 
issued orders to the receivers general to 


make them, in case ot volunteers called out’ 


en actaal service. Bat if any doubt existed 
in the minds of other gentlemen on the sub- 
ject, a clause to remove it might be intro- 
duced into the Bill, now before the House, 
for amending the Volunteer Acts, which he 
proposed to have read a second time this day, 
in order that it should be committed to- 
morrow. Government had not called on the 
services of the volunteer corps to the extent 
that might have been thought desirable, 
from the dithculty of procuring accurate re- 
turns. ‘The number now on duty volantarily 
was avout 14,000. He was not aware of 
any thing more he had to say: when the re- 
sulution should be under the consideration of 
the House, he should take that opportunity 
of stating his opinion as to any observations 
it may give rise to. 

Mr. Pitt did not mean to object to the 
Report, because he fully concurred in the 
resolutions Contained in it, to the utmost of 
their extent. He rose only to correct some 
mistatements from misconception, which had 
been made of his sentiments on a former day. 
With respect to a proposition which he had 
thought it his duty to submit to the House, 
ou that occasion, for the formation of volun- 
(ter corps into baitalions, and the appoint- 
nient of field officers to each battalion, one 
misconception had possibly arisen from his 
wish to save the time of the House, in not 
going at length into the explanation of his 
proposal, So far from having for its object 
(he appointment of field officers, who were 
to have a controul over the colonels comman- 
dants of the corps, nothing could be more 
repuguant to his feelings or sentiments. He 
had, he thought, distinctly stated, that his 
sole and great object was, to afford the com- 
nandants of corps the benefit of the assist- 
aoce and advice of officers not their supe- 
‘lors; bat, from experience, competent to 
aid them effectually by their instruction ; 
and the more he reflected, the more he was 
Convinced of the advan that would re- 
‘ult from the adoption of his proposals -No 
Commandant ceuld look with confidence 
Vou. IV, 
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to the period of leading his men to actual 
service, if refused the advice of professional 
men, capable, by their skill and experience, 
of promoting the discipline of their corps ; 
and he took this opportunity, both on his 
own account, and on the behalf of others, 
who entertained the same sentiments with 
himself on the subject, to apply for such as- 
sistance. How far others may be- disposed 
to accept such assistance, he could not take 
upon himself tosay; but he should sincerely 
rejoice that other commandants of volunteer 
corps could go with confidence into action 
without such an advantage. He hoped, 
however, that if many should be found de- 
sirous of the benefit arising from the advice 
and assistance of experienced officers, they 
should not be deprived of it in consequetce 
of an opposite opinion oa the part of ethers. 
Another misconception was, that his wish 
was to make the regulation general, but he 
had never proposed extending the appoint- 
ment of regular officers to any battalions, 
but those which should apply for them, and 
he sincerely hoped that all would do so, 
He had discharged his duty in submitting 
his proposition to the House, which he did 
not mean to press in the present instance ; 
but, unless he should hear more weighty ar- 
guments against it than mere considerations 
of economy, or of its being likely to be un- 
popular, he should consider it his duty to 
persist in his object, which he looked upon 
as material to the most important interests of 
the country. How far the principle should 
be carried, he could not take upon himself to 
say, neither should he enter into a detailed con- 
sideration of the mode of applying it in every 
circumstance, because he was no friend to any 
general rule, any unbeuding maxim, where 
the variety of circumstances might, in many 
cases, render a departure from it necessary. 
He was sure, however, that too much atten- 
tion could not be bestowed on the instruc- 
tion and improvement of the volunteer force 
of the country in military disciplime and evo- 
lutions; and he was persuaded, notwith- 
standing the opinion entertained by a right 
hon. friend opposite (Mr. Windham), -that 
there were. many regiments of volunteer 
corps already in a state of discipline to fit 
them for actual service, and avhenever it 
should be necessary for them to act in line, 
that the volunteer corps would not be found 
the weakest part of the line. He should not 
consent to invert all the ordinary maxims of 
prudence, he should not let it be said, thag. 
they were making Acts‘of Parliament, put- 
ting the country to vast expense; and that, 
after all, wliat they had done was gool for 
nothing, and absolutely i to 


purposes for which it yas intended. He 
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looked upon the volunteers 2s completely ca- 
pable, with proper attention, of rendering 


wa the country impregnable, but he must think, 
if however, that the service, as light troops, 
rt which seemed to be most approved by gen- 
+ tlemen, for volunteers, in place of requiring 
, less discipline, was that which required the 
| ts highest degree of discipline. It was a sim- 


ple operation to make them act in line, but 
it required a much higher state of d:scipline 
to enable troops, afier suffering a temporary 
disorder to re-assemble with regularity and 
; return to the attack. It was like a slow and 
tee | yegular machinery at first, which, by pro- 
- gressive improvement, might be afterwards 
at advanced to the highest pitch of nicety and 
precision. He did not mean toenter further 
into the discussion, but, 2s an humble indivi- 
dual, he could not neglect this opportunity of 
putting in his claim on the part of those who 
are prepared to devote their lives in the 
cause of their country, that assistance should 
not be denied them in any instance of their 
applying for it. Let it not be said, that be- 
cause we have three or four hundred thou- 
sand men, ready to act as armed peasants, 
i ' that we are therefore satisfied. Neither 
should it be said, that because they had made 
considerable progress in military discipline, 
they had reached the perfection of military 
science. Much had been done, but much 
remained to be done, and it was only by 
constant, renewed, and active attention, that 
the common object of all was to be accom- 
plished. By persevering in a wise system 
of instruction and discipline for the volun- 
teers, every year would afford an additional 
Improvement, which, in the end, would de- 
feat every attempt of an inveieraie enemy, 
would enable us to continue with spirit and 
eonfidence the contest in which we were en- 
gaged, tedious as it was likely to prove, and 
conduct us to a long series of years of secure 
and honorable peace. Thus much he had 
thought it necessary to say: he should only 
add, his conviction, though much more had 
been done, than some gentlemen were dis- 
posed to admit, much less had been effected 
than sanguine persons were too apt to sup- 
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Mr. Secretary Yorke agreed with his right 

’ hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) in the opinion he en- 
tertained respecting the efficiency of the vo- 
Junteer corps. He was also ready to admit, 
that a effort should be made to 
render them as perfect as possible in disci- 
pline. He, however, doubted much whether 


the ition of his right hon. friend could 
| bye) effect to the extent he wished. 
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where the members of the corps required 
them, provided care were taken that none 
| but proper and competent persons should be 
appointed, and that the places should be 
filled rather with a view to the public inte- 
rest, than, as on former occasions, from f- 
vour. He feared it was impracticable to 
procure field officers from the line, if his hon, 
friend's plan were to be pursued, in sufficient 
numbers. There were 604 troops of c2- 
| valry, 102 companies of artillery, and 3,047 
| companies of volunteer infantry. The ca- 
valry alone would require sixty field officers, 
and the others in proportion. ‘The ofiicers 
on the half-pay list had been provided for in 
the reserve, and many could not be procured 
from amongst those who had retired, many 
having been appointed inspecting officers ot 
the volunteers. He was aware the melt 
hon. gentleman would say that field othcers 
would not be required for all the battalions ; 
but as these should be taken from the reg)- 
ments of the line, either field officers or the 
oldest captains, he thought it impracticable. 
Besides, he should be loth to interfere with 
officers of that descrrption, who may be 
dissatisfied at their removal. In the next 
place, he was as little disposed to be dete'- 
red from the pursuit of a measure of n3- 
tional importance by the apprehension 0 
its unpopularity 2s any hon. gentleman, yet 
he could not think it would be acting altoe 
gether fairly with the captains of -anner 
corps, over whose heads field officers wou 
necessarily be put, though they may pot be 
superior to the colonels. Here the a. 
Secretary begged to remind the House 0! eC 
conduct of Pariiament Jast session with re 
spect to the introduction of regular officers 
into the militia. They had authorized the 
admission of subalterns and captains; ~ 
they stopped short at field officers, and | 
appeared to him a kind of parliamenta'y 
barrier. He had himself, as a militta sv 
cer, and from having turned his + ste 
particularly to the subject, — ” 
opinion, that the introduction of reg’ a fs 
ficers, even field officers into the ade 
would have promoted the efficiency ® 

res f the pony 
regiments, and he had doubts of tt ee 
of limiting the admission to captains 





ean gue 


subalterns. He did not mean any oN i 
to the militia im saying this. There Yr 


another objection, which, though 10 


: of. he 
material, ought not to be lost sight of, 


meant the expense, ‘Three hundred ot ! 
hundred oe would at least vet pat 
sary, and these would be they would 
at the end of the war, w ‘on in theif 
lose’ their prospects of promouv” ” 
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Mr. Pitt said, he would take an oppor- 
tunity of bringing forward his proposition on 
the resolution respecting the volunteers. 

Mr. Curwen, as one whe had mistaken 
the right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), declared 
himself satisfied with his explanation. He 
thought the appointment of field officers 
would be too expensive, but was of opinion, 
that adjutants and serjeant-majors should be 
appointed to battalions, and that the adja- 
tants should have the rank of captain by 
brevet.—-The Report was then received. On 
the first resolution, that a force of 129,039 
men be granted for guards and garrisons, 
being read, 

Mr. Pitt expressed his satisfaction at so 
large a vote, but desired to be informed what 
the actual effective force of the country was 
at present, what its deficiency from the 
number in the vote, and what mode was pro- 
posed for supplying the deficiency? 

Lord Castlereagh supposed the right hon. 
gentleman alladed to a statément of his on 
Vriday; he had then stated the effective 
force of the United Kingdom to be 176,000 


men, $0,000 of whom were militia, and of 


course 90,000 regulars, of whom 26,000 
were only for limited service, so that the 
force for general service was 69,000 rank 
and file. The most material deficiency, 
therefore, was in the regulars. ‘There were 
of the 50,000 of which the army of reserve 
wis to be composed, 14 or 15,000 not yet 
raised, which arose from the time of the 
year at which the act passed, in harvest. In 
Ireland, too, it was later, but the execution 
of it was proceeding favourably at present, 
and it the country were to continue its ef- 
forts, that deficiency would soon be made 
up. The crown would have a discreiion in 
promoting the recruiting of the regular 
army from the army of reserve, by allowing 
a bounty, 

Mr. Pitt wished to be informed by what 
mode the deficiency, below the number vot- 
ed, which, in his view amounted to about 
~3,000, was proposed to be raised in a short 
ume. He considered the reserve as regu- 
lars, though engaged. only for limited. ser- 
vice. As drummers and non-commissioned 
officers were not included, they, he sup- 
posed, might be considered cane to g or 
10,000. 

Lord Castlereagh replied, that the defici- 
fucy, making allowance for drummers, &c, 

d not, exceed 20,000, which was to be 
made up bythe 15,000.0f the army of.re- 
Serve, not yet raised,. and by such modes.as 
— \d be deemed most likely to promote 


he general service of recruiting, If the 


fr. would put its shouldeys to the busi- 
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‘ness, there would be no reason, ov the meet- 

ing of Parliament, to regret any deficiency. 
With this supply from the reserve, there 
would only be 5,000 deficient, and on the 
gross militia of the United Empire, there 
was only a deficiency of 8,000. 

Mr. Pitt observed here that the army of 
reserve was by the act intended to have been 
raised in proportion to the population of the 
several districts, and no substitute was to 
have been received who should not be of 
the same, or of an adjacent county. The 
provisions of the act were violated whenever 
crimps were employed to procure substi« 
tutes, and considerable inconvenience was 
felt in many places, by adhering to the dise« 
positions of the act.—After a few words 
from the Secretary at War and Mr. Fuller, 
the resolution was agreed to.—The several 
other resolutions were then read and agreed 

to.—On the question being put on the last 
Torcdatice relative to the volunteers, 

Mr. Pitt said, he was sorry to be obliged 
on this resolution, again to address the 
House, on the subject of his proposition. 
The objections of the Right Hon. Sec. seem- 
ed to him to be founded on twoor three 
grounds; first, a doubt whether a sufficient 
number of field officers epuld be procured ; 
2dly, an apprehension of creating discon- 
tent amongst the officers of the volunteer 
corps; aud 3dly, the injury that the ofticers 
thus employed wou'd sustain by being placed 
on half-pay after the war. The two first 
appeared inconsistent with each other. The 
first proceeded on a supposition that 4 or 
500 would be necessary, and the second on 
the supposition that the corps would be dis- 
satisfied; buat as his proposition extended 
only to such as should apply, it there should 
not be many applications the first. objection 
as to. the number would be done away, and 
if many should apply as he hoped ail ‘would, 
then there could be no discontent, and the 
second objection vanished. But he main- 
tained, that a sufficient number could jhe 
supplicd from the line. Each regimens een 
sisted of 750, had two lieut. colonels, twa 
majors, and ten captains, and the be 
therefore would be, whether, it was:more 
maverial to the public security that every old 
regiment should have its number of old cap- 
tains complete, or every battaiion of 1,000 
volunteers, have.an efficient fiyld. offices. to 
prepare them, by discipline, to, ate Of 
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those meritorious officers who had been in 
i? the India Company's service.—As to the 
other circumstances of discontent, there 
would be reason to apprehend that there 
may be disappointment, if not discontent, 
should the application for such assistanee be 
refused. As to the third objection, the auk- 
ward situation to which the appointment 
would reduce the officers, by exposing them 
to be placed on half-pay, and interfering 
with their promotion, he could not, in his 
view of the question, admit such a conclu- 
sion. He could not perceive why such offi- 
cers might not be in as fair a situation to be 
promoted to vacancies as if employed in 
any other way.— There was another genera! 


subject on which the Right Hon. Sec. had 
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touched, though he had applied it somewhat 
whimsically. He had stated as his opinion, 
that the admission of regular officers into 
militia regiments was a wise measure, and 
he was even disposed to go further than the 
legislature had done; it was fair then to 
turn his personal judgment against himself, 
and insist that with such an opinion he can- 
not consistently object to the proposition, 
for if regular officers were of great benefit 
to the militia, they must, -of course, be 
equally so to the volunteers, and he had no 
hesitation in saying, that though he thought 
the decision of Parliament right, he now, 
with his eyes open, asserted it was erroneous. 
He therefore hoped that gentlemen would 
not object to the proposition ; he would not, 
however, press it then ; but unless he should 
understand it to be the intention of his Ma- 
jesty’s government to adopt some such regu- 
lation, he would bring it forward again 
hereafter. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer consi- 
dered the reasons advanced by his right 
hon. friend, against adopting the propo- 
sition to its full extent satisfactory. He 
concurred im the principle, but be had 
doubts of its practicability. The number 
of volunteers in the united empire was 
430,000, which, if formed into battalions 
of soo each, and from local circumstances 

= a greater number could not be assembled, 
would require 860 field officers. He ad- 

‘ mittéd that the right hon, gent. (Mr. Pitt), | 
had distinctly stated biitfabioits not corps, 
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lishment having been appointed tothe 
és erve: It would, therefore, be neces- 
atge tp sever fo the regalars. “The whole 
myguntofthe regiments in the united king- 
‘domrwas 75; ‘there were 25 Or 26 regi-' 
cavalry; but taking’the whole at. 
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afford eight officers. Though the right hon, 
gent. had distinctly mentioned Captains, 
not field officers, it would be admitted, 
that they should be men not only of military 
acquirements, but of temper, and address 
to manage with effect so vast a force. He 
had considerable doubt in his mind, con- 
cerning a measure that would go to take its 
very essence from the army. Besides the 
individuals themselves would quit reluc- 
tantly, nor, though empicyed in the same 
glorious cause, would they be satisfied 
with the same species of renown which 
they might acquire in acting with the vo- 
lunteers, and therefore he did not think it 
right to take from the army, persons un- 
willing to commute their services. He had 
some doubt as to the application of the 
principle, because, from what had come to 
his knowledge within the last four days, he 
had reason to thirk, that the corps would 
not be satisfied that regular officers should 
be ingratted on their original body ; their 
origina! institution was to serve under ofi- 
cers with whom they were connected by 
every tie of intimacy and acquaintance, 
and, therefore, the proposition, with re- 
spect to them, involved an aukward aller 
native. He knew, if it was put to them, 
they possibly might not object to it, thoug!, 
at the same time, it might create a degree 
of diseontent, which could never have been 
in the contemplation of the right hon. ge". 
who had brought forward the question. bee 
these grounds he entertained doubts . to 
the principle, though he was preper' ~ 
admit that every effort ought to ot ae 
to give greater efficiency to the von “ 
corps and to give some more confidence! 
. . : On ot help 
going into action. He coud not dit 
thinking the House indebted to the rigm 
. : re}] as 10! 
hon. gent. for his suggestion, as W pee 
that respecting adjutants, which e st 
adopted, and produced much go00e © int 
Another suggestion. of the right hon. 5°" 
85 e rene 
also:for brigading small corps, under F kely 
tals from the regular forces, wr eT hese 
to be attended with much benefit. vould 
generals, and their respective staffs, © it 
bea drain fromthe line equal to W _ 
coiild ‘bear. The ‘Chancellor of the 
chequer then adverted to the sacee as 
regular officers into the militia, cede 
chiefly composed of substitutes. The 
- a 34 the yohuntects 
regulation did not apply to eserve 
because the chief object was ta officers 
“the genuine relations beree peaatnat 0c 
‘arid'privates, and; therefore, Twas 
tion Of reguldr officers amOn6™ oa in the 
much more liable to-objectio - gabstitute 
“nilitia, where the prevalence of 
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weakened that connection. —As he was up 
he should take the opportunity of adverting 
to the deficiency in the military, which, he 
vas happy to say, was, in an unprece-; 
dented degree, small; and the most effec- 
tual measures were to be taken to fill it up, 
so that when Parliament should next meet, 
gentlemen would have no reason to regret 
any deficiency. In the artillery, which 
consisted of 13,000, there were not more 
than g$o deficient, and measures would be 
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taken to fill up the deficiency in the regu- | 
} 
} 


lars with all possible dispatch. 

Mr. IVindbam did not mean to trouble the 
House at any length, after what he had said 
ona former occasion; but, as many topics 
were then omitted, and some important 
suggestions had since been mace, he 
thought it not wholly unnecessary to say a 
few words.—His right hon. friend under 
the gallery (Mr. Pitt), had explained and 
enforced, with his usual ability, the mea- 
sures which he had wished to see adopted 
for the improvement of the volunteer sys- 
tem; observing, with too much truth, that 
his ideas in that respect, were diametrically 
opposite to those ot Mr. Windham. He la- 
mented the fact, and not the less sincerely, 
because it must happen in consequence, 
that dis ideas must be diametrically oppo- 
site to those of his right hon. friend. It was 
always painful to him to differ from his 
right hon sriend, with whom he so ge- 
nerally agreed: and independent of that 
feeling, there was commonly the further 
cause of regret, that his opinion, so op- 
posed, had less chance of being received. 
it was not on that account, however, less 
neces,ary, that he should state the grounds, 
on which his opinion was formed.—His ob- 
jections certainly did not arise from any 
general feeling adverse to voluntary ser- 
vice. On the contrary, he had always 
strongly declared himself in favour of vo- 
luntary service, as opposed to that which 


was compulsory: but voluntary service did | 


not necessarily mean service of volunteer 
corps, such as they were now constituted. 
Here and there, perhaps, the cases might 
concur. One of the corps which he should 
have looked to, though resembling in some 
degree those to. which he was objecting, 
was the corps of which his right hon, friend 
was at the head: and which had contri- 
buied, probably not a little, to lead him to 
the ideas which he now entertained respect- 
ing volunteer corps in general. This wasa 


corps, formed in peculiar circumstances,and — 


with peculiar advantages both in respect of 
its leader, and of the men of whom it was 
composed, His right hon, friend was not 
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to conclude that what could be done by 
himself, circumstanced too as he was, could 
be done by any other commander, and with 
respect to any ordinary corps. His right 
hon. friend had at once his own personal 
powers, his general authority in the coun- 
try, and the authority of his high provincial 
oftice. He hada people to deal with rendered 
tractable by a more immediate exposure to 
the danger, and animated with something 
of a peculiar character, and peculiar du- 
ties. It was the experience of what 
might be done in these particular circum- 
stances, which had misled, as he conceived, 
his right hon. friend tn his ideas of this ser- 
vice in general, For his part, he mustcone 
less, that the notions which he entertained, 
and the conclusions which he was led to 
draw, were altogether different. He must 
object to the volunteer system; first, as 
being very ill-adapted to the principal and 


_more immediate purpose, for which it was 


wanted; as increasing most materially the 
diiiiculties of recruiting the army; as being 
liable to have a most injurious influence on 
the character and conduct of the army ; as in 
fringing the just claims, and violating the 
reasonable feelings, of military men, by cone 
founding those distinctions which they had 
hitherto enjoyed exclusively, and effecting a 
general depreciation of military titles and 
honours; as confounding the ranks and gra- 
dations in civil life, while it disturbed and 
deranged the ordinary functions of so- 
ciety; and lastly, as hable to become a 
source of great future political danger, such 
as might be apprehended always, from great 
bodies of armed men subject to no military 
control, and whose constitution at this mo- 
ment was, in innumerable instances, precise- 
ly that, which would be most likely to give 
birth to such danger, and to render it for- 
midable, were it to take piace. A proof of 
this he would give to the House, (since he 
perceived in some parts expressions of in- 
credulity,) by producing the constitution of 
one of the principal corps in this city, which 
had been recently furnished to him, and 
which he had in his pocket. It would ap- 
pear by this, that the corps was governed, 
not by officers approved and. appointed 
by his Majesty, but by committees and 
sub-committees, so constructed, as that it 
might happen continually that questions the 
most important to the proceedings and well 
being of the corps, might be decided by a 

in which there should be six privates 
to me officer. Any thing more. completely 
democratical, or better supplied with. all the 
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anv of the dealers in constitutions to be 
found in the Corresponding Society. It 
was impossible, therctore, to look at these 
Institutions, however full of zeal and loyal- 
ty at present, and to reflect on what they 
might become hereafier, without a const- 
derable degree of jealousy and uneasiness, 
One effect of their power was already ap- 
parent in the complete conquest which they 
had obtained over his Majesty’s ministers. 
It was plain, that the hon. ge. tleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, did not dare 
to stir a step respecting them, without first 
asking their leave. It was whimsical to see 
the embarrassment tn which he was placed, 
between his fear of rejecting a proposition 
coming from the right hon. gent. behind 
him, (Mr. Pitt) and ihe greater dread oi of- 
fending the volunteers. Bota were objects 
of terror, and the combination of the two 
fears seemed likely to pioduce a kina of 
oblique course in the right hon. gent., that 
would satisfy neither one tde nor the other. 
This was not the natural situation for a go- 
vernment to be placed in, A military mea- 
sure, before it was adopted, might, with 
great propriety, be referred to these, who 
were likely to have a good judgment in mi 

hitary aflairs; but the question referred 
would be, ** what is good upon the whole 
for the interests vi the state or of the army?” 
not, as in the present case, ** what do the sol- 
ciers or oflicers like???’ Such, however, was 
the ascerdency which the volunteer body al- 
ready had over the government! He wish- 
ed they might be able to prevail as easily 
over the legions of Buonaparté. If they 
would, he should be inclined, for one, to 
overlook all other dangers that might 
be apprehended from them. He wouid 
shut his eyes to consequences, and ‘ jump 
the life to come,’ if he cou'd be sa- 
tisfied that the system, as at present esta- 
blished, was calculated to answer its grand 
purpose, that of the defence of the country 
against a foreign enemy.—It seemed to be 
admitied, that it was not so at present; 
though it was hoped it might become so 
under the allerations proposed by his right 
hon. friend. .He was fain to confess, that 
he despaired of the efficacy of these altera- 
tions. It was notthat he did not see the 
advantage of having an. intelligent regular 
officer attached to a:volunteer corps; or the 
improvement! which the corps would re- 
ceive by the effect of greater training, But 






raged mer would they produce? 


ages# viz. the assistance of re. 
inust be stated, not only the 


how were these advantages to be obtained? . 
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consent of the corps, which did not appear, 
by what had been said that night, to 
be quite a thing of course, but the coisent 
of the officers; and when to ensure this 
latter, it was proposed that rank should at- 
tach to these appointments, a most materia! 
objection arose on account of the effect 
which such a system would be likely to have 
on the character and discipline of the army. 
A more mischievous thing could not well be 
conceived, than to let loose, among the ar- 
mv, a wild spirit of speculation, similar to 
that which was so fatally opened at the be- 
ginning of the late war by the measuie of 
raising men for rank, and to put half the of- 
ficers of the army upon seeking advance- 
nest in their profession, not by foreign ver 
vice, not by professional skill, not by a strict 
discharge of their regimental dunes, nor by 
the app:obation and good will of ther com- 
manders. but by interest and recomme: da- 
lion among the colone’s, (or committees) of 
volunteer corps. “The evils oi such a 
state of things would reach to a greater ex- 
tent, and operate in more directions, th in 
might at first be supposed lt would 
unsettle the minds of officers ; it would dis- 
turb the discipline of regiments; it ould 
weaken the useful dependence of offi ers 
upon their superiors; tt would injure “er 
military character; it would relax the zea! 
and spirit of the army by opening a new 
channel to advancement imdependent ¢ 
service or military merit; it would produce 
discouragement and discontent, by new ¢X- 
amples of men, who had sueceeded in “ae 
ing the honours, by deserting the duties, oF 
their profession. If this was the view . 
the measure, in respect to the army, “ 
would not be very promising on the other 
hand, with respeci to the volunteer COrpss 
for whom, certainly, it would not ret 
that class of officers, (it was to be hope’ *° 
at least) who would be likely to render ve 
the greatest service. But when the a 
was done in procuring aid of this hich 
what, after all, could be the effects Exes 
it could produce upon corps constitute’ — 
those in question, must necessarily " these 
give opportunity for the exertions © al 
officers, an augmentation was to ~ id, 
in the number of days of training + but, * 
sides the insufficiency of the ume aoa ated 
great as it might be, to give to men om 
pertness, and much more, the genes® vail 
bits.and character of soldiers, ws ut this 
sidered, how far-the'a i — ‘ae 
convenience would be, could c 
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lunteer corps the form and character of re- 
yular troops. Without embodying there 
could be neither discipline nor training: 
and how was it to be supposed, that men 
engaged is the common avocations of lite, 
and who never meant to enter into service 
as a means of livelihood, could continue long 
embodied? Every attempt of this sori was an 
attempt against the nature of things. Ex gio- 
vis lione, &Fc.3 or, to take the English version, 
‘ youcould not make a silk purse out of a 
sow's ear,’ you could net make that hard, 
culling instrument called an army, out of a 
inass of inhabitants, residents, heuseholders, 
snen with families, men with property, men 
engaged in trades and callings; though for 
purposes of local defence, and with a view 
to special services, they might be willing to 
enrol themselves into volunteer corps. He 
had wished, therefore, that the attempt 
should never oriyinally have been made; 
and upen the same principle was equal- 
ly adverse to all expedients and contri- 
vances, for the purpose of assisting it; being 
persuaded, that it never could succeed.— 
Had the volunteers been willing, or, more 
properly, had they been advised or permit- 
ted, to assume the character of an armed 
peasantry, and to have trained themselves 
accordingly, they would not only have been 
far more useful, but would have been free 
from the inconveniencies now chargeable 
upon these corps in the form in which they 
at present subsisted. One of these he had 
already described to be, the factious tenden- 
cy which they might discover hereafter, and 
the general dangers to be apprehended 
from bodies of armed men, subject to no 
military controul, But an evil more im- 
mediate, and more certain, thdugh some- 
what more confined, was to be apprehend- 
ed from their effects upon the army. ‘These 
were of several sorts. The first and most 
obvious was the reduction made in those 
humbers, from which the militia and az:my 
of reserve were to be supplied; the latter 
body being the only fund from which they 
could now look torecruit the army. 400,000 
men, who, if it was hoped to make soldiers 
of them, must be considered as men capable 
of military service, could not all be per- 
sons, whom no temptations could induce to 
enter into the army, or who, if drawn for 
the militia or army of reserve, would all. de- 
cline to serve in person. Such’ a portion, 
thereiore, of the active population of the 
country could not be withdrawn and set 
apart, and other services not be the worse 
for it. The inconvenience would certainly 
be augmented, by measures such as those re; 
Commended by his right hon, tziend, and in 
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general by whatever tended to give to the 
volunteer corps more of the shane and air of 
regular troons. Volunteer captains or co- 
lonels might not care much at present about 
restraimng their men from entermg into 
other services, nor feel very contident, pro- 
bably, as to the powers they possessed for 
that purpose. But in proportion as the 
corps improved in appearance and regularity, 
these powers, if they existed, would be ascer- 
tained and exerted ; or if taken away, would 
be followed by the same complaints,’ which 
had been heard from militia colonels, that 
they would not submit tc become recruiters 
for the army. Such could herdly fail to be 
the effect of the voluntcer system: in respect 
to the recruiting the army. But were there 
no effects which might be apprehended with 
respect to its discipline and character? The 
volunteers were, to be sure, and necessarily 
must be, so inferior to the regular army, that 
little possibly might be apprehended from 
their example. Men were not apt. to take 
examples from those whom they did not look, 
up to. But it must be remembered, that 
what was wanting in authority, might be 
made upin numbers. Between volunteers 
and militia, the notion of a regular army had 
nearly dropped from their minds. They 
hardly inquired what it was or where it was 
to be found. It seemed to be the least part of 
the national defence: Pars minima est ipsapuella 
sut. It was so enveloped and hid ia the force 
of various kinds that surrounded it, that i¢ 
might be all withdrawn, and for a Joug while 
its removal not be perceived. Rut was there 
no danger, that in this state, forgoiten ‘by 
others, it might at last forget itself, and feed 
by degrees the contagion of that mass under 
which it was thus concealed and buried? A 
long communication with troops, who with 
appearances the same were, in habits, no- 
lions, constitution, and practices, so widely 
at variance with all that was military, might 
in time produce an effect even onthe regu- 
lar army.—He would not dilate upon this 
danger; but advert to an effect, - which 
though of a less alarming, perhaps Jess iaa- 
portant nature, was not undeserving of con- 
sideration, viz, the immense depreciation 
which these institutions must produce in the 
value of military titles and honours ; honours 
which were, heretofore, confined to military 
mep, but were now lavished among persons, 
having no pretensions to that character. [t 
wouid hardly be said, that this could be of ne 
consequence, for that after all, every man 
knew his own value, and that the differegce 
between regular and irregular service would 
still be the'same, however external distine- 


tions might be confounded... He should be — 
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elad to try this with respect to other honours. 
He should be giad to know from his right 
hon. friend, or from the hon. gentleman op- 
posite to him, whether the candidates for 
peerages, and baronetcies, for red-and blue 
ribands, would be satished on being told, 


that these distinctions could be no object to 


them, as they would neither make them 
richer nor wiser, nor more powerful, nor con 


fer or declare any quality that was not equally 
possessed and equally known, at the moment 
Whether the present 
holders of these honours, would be perfectly 
well pleased, or were perfectly well pleased, 
at seeing them become as cheap and common 
as most of them, it must be confessed, had 
of late years been made? Yet the complaint | 
in this case would be far less reasonable than 
It was much more easy to 
conceive, why an officer, with only his pay 
to live on, with no place perhapsjn society 
but what his commission gave, and with no- 
thing to announce his commission but the ri- 
band in his hat, or the title by which he was 
addressed, should be tenacious of these dis- 
tinctions ; distinctions earned through many 
a hard day’s service; than why men, possess- 
ed apparently of all that fortune could give, 
should be pining after honours, which to the 
eyes of ordinary observers could add so little 
either to their happiness or consequence. A 
great peer, it might be thought, could better 
dispense with a riband, or a great commoner 
with a peerage, so far as distinction was con- 
cerned, than a soldier of fortune with those 
tokens and titles, which were to distinguish 
him in the eyes of strangers, and which being 
withdrawn or confounded, left him without 
But these things 
were not only relatively great, great to the 
officer, who had probably nothing else either 
to supply their place or to console him for 


of their application ? 


in the other. 


distinction of any kind. 
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the want of them; they were in themselves | 7 
distinctions, which all mankind would «- | before long he should be a colonel. Wut 
gree to value, aud of which it would be 
much easier to explain the value, than ef 
many of those which were more eagerly pur- 
sued. Formerly, he who bore the title of 
captain or colonel, could be no other than a 
man belonging to an honourable profession, 
who, if not in the prime of life, must proba- 
bly, have been an actor in scenes, which 
every one would be glad to have shared in; 
and have displayed qualities, which those 
who most felt to possess them, would still 
be happy to have evinced by trial. His 
title afforded presumption of a character, 
which the common feelings of mankind 
would never suffer to be regarded but with 
respect, Could the same be said of every other 
honour? Of which, nevertheless, the exten- 


[1808 


sion and depreciation, would be consider. 
ed as a ground of complaint. No ove cer- 
tainly could look down upon an_ honour. 
which implied that the person attaining jt 
had been accepted on the part of his Sove- 
reign. But, since in this as in other jn- 
stances, the Sovereign would not act but by 
advice, nothing was really proved in these 
cases but the protection and favour of the ii- 
nister, which might evince the political 
power of the party, but neither was, vor 
pretended to be, an evidence of any thing 
else. Let! it not be said, therefore, that 
those who reduced the value of miliary 
distinctions, took from officers, and from 
the army, nothing but what they ought 
to part with, with indifference. If this 
were so, every title, order, medal, decora- 
tion of whatever sort, was a mere to) 
and plaything, which none but trifling 
minds could* vaiue, and which might be 
dispensed from henceforth to whoever would 
take it, without the least regret on the part 
of those, by whom,- tll then, it had been 
enjoyed—Whether the loss of this distinc- 
tion had-excited any regret on the part oi 
the army, was more than he could pretend 
to say. Very possibly it had not; though 
the effects in time would not be the less ielt. 
But that the distinction was in fact lost, 
could be no longer matter of dispute. A witty 
lady of the last age, the mother of a venerable 
marquis equally distinguished for his talents, 
was reported to have said, upon some grea 
creation of peers, that she was afraid to spit 
out of her window, lest what fell at the momen 
should happen to light upon a peer. A simiist 
apprehension might be felt in the present ci! 
cumstances respecting officers. ‘There coulc 
not be a company assembled of half a dozen 
persons, in which, the chance was not, the: 
one of the number was an officer. He him- 
self was a captain: it was probable, that 


such was the facility of creating officers, the 
numbers could not fail to be considerable. 
He would net revert again to the feelings © 
those, (if they happened to have any care vpe" 
the subject) who having embraced the army 
as a profession, and served in every quarte 
of the world, should find themselves of 
denly lost in a croud of officers, who ba¢ 
never seen, or were likely to see a 4#y® 
service, and who, like himself, bad a 
thing military but the namne.— These ¥ ae 
some of the objections to the oral 
system, as it respected the army. “i 
its effects on the community at large no 
far from inconsiderable. “It was ad 
with great expense: it created much in og 
dual embarrassment: it mixed in am? 
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by no means desirable, the several ranks and 
orders of society: it disturbed, toa degree 
highly incommodious, many of the functions 
of common life; and would do so yet fur- 
ther, if the plan was pursued of giving to 
these corps a sti! more regular consistency. 
fe would not pursue these topics severally 
and in detail: but to one he could not but 
advert, as if was connected more immediately 
with the suggestions which had been made 
that night. It wes a great mistake to sup- 
pose that ia withdrawing men from their 
evocations and employments it was easicr 
and better to take the labour of many par- 
tially, than of a fewaltogether. The con- 
trary was in general the fact. Men removed 
altogether were replaced by others, who filled 
up the void which they had left; and society 
atter a while went on as usual. A man who 
enlisted, was like a man dead. It was rare 
that his place remained long unoccupied ; 
that the opening made was not soon closed. 
Bot not so with the man, whose employment 
was only suspended, who was to be called 
away for awhile, asin the plan proposed, 
and then to go back to his occupation, 
with all the inconvenience of baving left it, 
and all the ditieulty possibly of resuming it 
at his return. If he was an artisen or sma!l 
tradesman, his neighbour had run away with 
his business : if he was a journeyman or far- 
mer’s servant, his master had provided him- 
sclf with anew man: his employers and cus 
tomers in the meanwhile had been wanting 
his labour: there would be a period, during 
which, they could not either have had him to 
work or to deal with; nor have been able to 
supply his place by another, He would him- 
self at the end of this haye his livelihood to 
seck; for he would not like the soldier have 
found a provision in his new profession. No- 
thing would, therefore, be found for the most 
part to answer Jess in practice, than this no- 
tion of taking part of the labour and leaving 
the remainder, of employing the man during 
part of his time in learning the business of a 
suldier, and leaving him at the end to return 
to bis ordinary occupations. It was as impos- 
sible to take half the man, as to kijl haifa 
sheep... When it came to the question of an 
embodied force, or any thing beyond armed 
peasantry, it seemed infinitely better, both for 
the individual and the public, that the man 


should be either entirely a soldier or not at 


all; and should not, be Jeftin,that mixed in- 
termediate. state, in which he would be fit 
fer neither capacity, would be just enough 
ofa soldier 10 be spoiled for a peasant or ar- 
tisan, gpd too much at;a peasant or artisan 
of his becoming a valuable or well-trained 
Vou, iV. 


+ 
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soldier. As to the expense of a force thus 
composed, it could not be better illustrated 
than by what had been said by an hun. gen- 
tleman (Mr. Rose) of the provision to be 
made for the families of these meo during 
their time of exercise. His idea that ia 
virtue of this traimng, they would, if em- 
ployed as light infantry, be as well qualified 
to encounter the enemy as any troops in his 
Majesty's service, was a little contrary to 1e- 
ceived opinions, and very contrary to the 
opinion of his right hon friend near him 


{ Mr. Pitt), who had deser:bed the service of 


light infantry, and in many respe: ts truly, 
as that which required more trainivog thaa 
any other. If zeal and courage were al! ina 
all, as in some parts of bis speech the hon. 
gentleman seemed to think, no training at 
ail would be necessary. And this was ta 
some degree his (Mr. Windham’s) opinion. 
He thought that so little, after all, could be 
done by the sort of training now attempted 
to be given to the volunteers, and that the 
evils and inconveniencies attending the at- 
tempt were so great, that be wished this spe- 
cies of training to be foreborne altogether ; 


and that the country should content itself 


with that, which, while it contained what 
was by far the most essential, would be at- 
tended, comparatively, wiih no expense, no 
loss of time, no interruption to the commen 
business and avocations of Jife. Such a 
course of proceeding was, as he conceived, 
better both upon the whole, and certainly 
so, with a view to the crisis of the mo- 
meat, which could not wait the slow return 
of avy long and circuitous method. The il- 
lustration used by an hon. gentleman, the 
other night (Mr. Fox,) was so happy, thet it 
might seem almost to be conclusive. If the 
question was of instructing a person tho- 
roughly in the know!edge of any langnage, 
you would begin, of course, by the voégnal 
methods, and as the first. step, ground 
bim well in his accidence. But it theeall was 
pressing, and the time limited, and the oc- 
casion such as required no profound or criti- 
cal knowledge, but so much acquaintance 
only with the current language as might snf- 
fice for the purposes of a journey or # short 
tour, you would be intent upon teaching first 
the most necessary words and phrases, and 
proceed to other things as tume and oppor- 
tunity might allow. Ip the present instance 
he was satisfied, that not merely on ac- 
count of the urgency of the vecasion, but 
from the vature of the subject, another aod 
more simple kind of training, was that which 
ought to have been adopted. But atvall 
evcuts, and under whatever mode of train- 


ing, the form and constitution of the corpgie. 
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should have been such, as not to interfere 
with the supply of other more regular and 
more important services. If it was too late 
to provide entirely against the continuance 
of the evil at that tinie incurred, care should 
at least ‘be taken that it was not increased 
in future. Whatever was due to the voiun- 
teers in point of good faiih must be strictly 
fulfilled. To what extent that went he was 
not prepared to «ay. But nothing certainly 
could require, that exemptions should be 
extended to those who might enter from 
that time forwards, and no such exemp- 
tions, therefore, ought on any account to be 
granied. 

Mr. Erskine] have listened, Sir, fo the 
right hon. gent. under the gallery (Mr. Pitt) 
with much attention; to most of his senti- 
ments respecting the volunteers with perfect 
satisfaction, and certainly if ever there was 
a subject which more than another claims 
the attentive consideration of Parliament, it 
is that which now forms the matter in dis- 
cussion, and which involves the means of 
providing for the defence of the empire. At 
the same time, I cannot help observing, that 
to-a mind less enlightened than that of the 
right hon. gent. on the lower bench (Mr. 
Windham), it ought to have occurred, that 
this was a subject which ought to be discus- 
sed with moderation and temper; that the 
House was called upon to deliberate upon 
measures for,the security of the country; and 
that it was net quite becoming in any mem- 
ber, under such circumstances, to enter into 
vain and splenetic criticisms on the past. 
Whatever may have been the imperfections 
of the volunteers, it cannot be maintained, 
by any sober thinking mind, that this is a 
moment at which they ought to be disband- 
ed. Does the right hon. gent. mean to re- 
e¢ommend that these valuable troops should 
be dismissed, and that our defence should be 
left entirely to the care of the regular army ? 
¥s it possible that he can seriously urge any 
thing so exceptionable, so absurd? and yet, 
if such are not his views, why persevere in 
depreciating the volunteers, in endeavouring 

to make them think little of themselves, and 
to make the enemy despise them. What- 
ever the object of the right hon. gent. may 
be, certain it is, that the tendency of his 
language is to encourage the attempt of in- 
‘vasion, and to depress the spirit of those who 
are ready to oppose it.’ Really it is difficult 
to understand the views of the right hon, 
gent. Does he reflect upon the probable 
eonsequencts of his conduct? or does he 
‘#uean to utter opinions in that House, in or- 
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it the same opinions, and write in support 
of them? . 

Mr. Windham here called the hon. gent. 
to order, and told him, that before he ven- 
tured to state any thing in that House as a 
fact applying to any member, he ought to 
have taken care to ascertain how far it was 
well founded, 

Mr. Erskine continued :—I assert, Sir, 
that the sentiments ot the right hon. gent. 
are likely to be productive of great mischief, 
and hold out an ercouragement to the liceu- 
ser of the press. Indeed, from what! have 
heard of the mnght hon gentleman's ubserva- 
tions, I apprehend that any man who should 
dare to print what the right hon. genil- 
man said, would be guilty of a misde- 
meanour. I apprehend that the man who 
would disparage the whole military force of 
his country, who would consider it asin a 
state of the greatest danger, and who would 
maintain that all we have done for our conn- 
try is only likely to involve us in rvin, and 
is founded on a system so mistaken in its 
principles as to lead to destruction rather 
than to safety—such a man, I say, is a fit 
obiect for animadversion and censure. I do 
‘not mean to say, that the right hon. gentle- 
man’s sentiments in that House are cogniz- 
able in a court of law, but that the repeti- 
tion of such remarks out of doors would be 
subject to reprehension. The first matter I 
take into consideration is this:—we are to 
see what the situation of the country was 
when war was declared against France. Out 
military force was not then sufficient to put 
the country in a state of security ; considering 
the immense armies of France, and the deter- 
mination of the person at the head of the 
French government to use means for our de- 
struction which never were carried 80 nearly 
into effect as those that now threaten 4 
country, At the time when the war et 
menced it was necessary, 48 We could ie 
foresee whethet the attempt would be ma ® 
that we should receive the voluntary offe's 
of persons coming forward for the a 
defence. The right hon. gent. says he co 
siders this as an armed democracy: 1 “ 
not conceive how it is an armed esa 
when it consists of all ranks of mea, "a 
some of the test and most opulent a. 
in the country, all of whour receive a, 
missions from the crown, “When comp 
sory measures afe resorted to, the meo ‘sito 
desert; when yoo take men a Aree OPO 
the field, you cannot have the same 


upon them as when ‘their efforts are spon 
neous and free. By che present spstem 
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ther; each man is as much pledged to his 
companions in arms as he is to his King and 
Country ; each man feels he would disho- 
nour hm-elt, if, after having volunteered his 
services, he should depart from the sacred 
pledge he had given. Ou the contrary, if 
led out by force, he might «ay, I gave no 
pledge, | was dragged to the standard ; but 
coming forward of his own accord, his ho- 
nour, character, and consisiency are interest- 
ed, and impel him to conduct himself in 
such a manner as his pledge deinands. With 
regard to the situation of volunteer corps, 
no man can say that a system which extends 
to the whole population of the country is not 
necessarily attended with some difficulty. 
No man can say, we are not ina cho:ce of 
difficulties; but the question is this, and I 
feel myself much in unison wi'h the right 
hon. gent. over the way (Mr. /‘itt), at least 
with a very sinall shadow of difference. The 
right hon. gent. is a friend to the volunteer 
system, and he has furnished a proof himself, 
and by his own example, thar it 1s not ne- 
cessary to do what he recommends. I on- 
derstand he has acquired considerable mili- 
tary knowledge, and has conducted his corps 
to a high state of perfection. 1 apprehend, 
it does not require so much military skill for 
the inferior situations of the army as many 
seem to imagine; you must have persons 
accustomed to the forms and manceuvres 60 
as to be able to teach the duty of a soldier, 
You must take care in the choice of officers, 
not to appoint those who consider the dis- 
tinction as a matter of vanity, and not as a 
pledge of duty; but it does not appear to | 
me that it requires such a drgree of mili- 
tary skill in the lower orders of the army as 
to call on government to put itself to such 
3n expense as is proposed, It is supposed, 
that.peasantry, if armed, would do all that 
is necessary for the light infancry service. | 
Though Ido not profess much knowledge 

of a military life, having been at an early 

period only in a subaltern capacity, yet I 

do know you cannot acquire aod put in ex- 

ecution those maneeuvres which constitute 

the excellency of light infantry, without 

being acquainted with the manceavres of the 

line. --It is.a system by which you learn to | 
throw.-yourself into apparent irregularity, 

which shall be perfect regularity. . It is sup- 

posed the minutie of regularity is uoneces- 

sary. ood deny that,.there is any thing the 


absohately essential inethe,practice of war. I 
would-askyany.gentlemap who is 2. soldier, 
whether ritcweuld, pSepossiale to lead a 
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precision, and without confusion, to form lines 
into columns, to make it increase or dimi- 
nish, change front, and alter ihe position in 
any way which might be necessary for 
actual service. All this knowledge lies 
in a narrow compass, it is easily learnt by 
degrees, it may be taught by serjeants, and 
when it is taught, every thing must depend 
on the competency of the person. I have no 
| reason tothiok that the valunteer corps are 
not capable of performing the most essential 
service, if they are kept up with the respect 
due to them, and if they are treated with 
the regard to which their exertions entitle 
them. I, for one, should have no objec- 
tion to receiving any field officer ; but there 
is this difficulty, it is said, the commanding. 
should invite the appointment of the field 
officer. Now it ought to be considered that 
he has no authority to do so, without.sub- 
mitting the proposition to his men,.,who 
have the choice of all the officers, If you 
introduce a field officer, by the invitation 
of the colonel, without consulting the corps, 
you break in upon the choice which the 
men originally had. However, as there is 
no proposition of this sort, 1 forbear com- 
menting on it. Weare here on the volun- 
teer system itself. The question is, whether 
we are toabandon it or limit it? Whether 
we are to admit we are wrong ; and that 
all our efforts have not benefited the coun- 
try.— With regard to another point, it does 
not strike me that the military profession 
will be at al! injured by this system. The 
officers of volunteer corps have no perma- 
nent rank; though they have the titlesof 
colonel, lieutenant-colonel, captain, and 
lieutenant, they are merely to give respect, 
and confer no rank. | should think, that so 
far from these titles giving offence to gentle- 
men of the profession, the army must feel 
the greatest satisfaction at the idea, that ip- 
stead of not being weli supported, instead ef 
having their front to the enemy and disaffee- 
tion in their rear, they are surrounded by 
the whole country, affording them every. as- 
sistance they can require; for let me ask, 
what would an army, brave as it is, do, if 
columns of the euemy were to land in De- 
vonshire, Sussex, Hampshire, and. other 
counties at the same.tinic }) Coulda regular 
army stop their progress wiihour, inppite 
mischief ? Is it not then of acvantage to 
have the inhabitants of the country, not,a 
low rabble, but in all their gradations, vee 
luntarily armed in aid, ot the army, their 
otiicers accepiing their ..commissions , from 
the crown, and, much of this force acung 
without receiving any, emglnment whateyer, 
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attend this system, but while you have such 
an enemy, with such a population, with such 
arms, and with such a determination to de- 
stroy this country, it is the best means of 
defence that can be resorted to. The great 
object of the volunteer system is, that the men 
may acquire, not the same discipline as the 
regular army, not the same steadiness, not 
the sams experience, not the same firmness, 


- but at least tothe spirit and feeling of soldiers, 


that regularity acquired by constant habits of 
discipline, which is necessary (o enable them 
to give efficient support to the army. If we 
de-ired you to discourage the army, and 
to look to the volunteer system only, then 
1 admit that many of the arguments opposed 
to the volunteer system would be properly 
opposed; but the question is, whether it is 
not a most fortunate circumstance for the 
country, that of the people, by a glorious and 
spontaucous effort, coming torward as one 
man, and submitting to every privation for 
the purpose of giving that protection — for 
Which they have been appealed to? The 
question is, whether it would have been 
prudent in bis Majesty's government not to 
have received the offers of the volunteer 
corps, end whether they would have been 
justified had they not limited the system in 
the manner they have done. It would have 
bees dangerous to have accepted every offer, 
as it wouid have prevented that force from 
being supplicd which is indisp:nsably neces- 
sary ; but with regard to those which have 
been acc pted, J think it would ‘be the 
greatest calamity if the volunteers were to 
relax their diligence, ond not do every thing 
to accomplish them-elves tor the important 
duties they have undertakento perform. [ 
Shall be glad to hear avy proposition that 
will enab e them more effeciua ly to perform 
it.. However, what I rose principally for, 
was to staie to the House, that I apprehend 
weare not heré to consider what would have 
been beter; but whether, io the siate the 
country is, it is prudent to discharge the vo- 
lvnnteer force, to consider it as dangerous, in 
efficaciaus, and useless, and, to infer, that 
aftér all ouir exertions the country is in no 
dégree delivered from its danger. For my 
own part, I consider the country as impreg- 
Hable ; IT look upon the volunteer force as 
that which has given pause to France. [| 
admit we must not relax our vigilance ; 
Wwe'’must advance in discipline, and give to 
ottt system eal! the improvement of which 
it's capable ;) we must avail ourselves of 
tliat ‘férce whtch we derive from the spon- 
#ifebus efforts of the people, which is not 
diewstiad 10; but takes its awn ‘course. We 
Betere H’determince, whether we are al- 
C gether on a wrong sysiem, and instead of 
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putting the country in a state of security, 
whether we have not exposed it to other 


| dangers; finally, whether we had not better 


trust ‘to an armed peasantry to resist an 
enemy, that every moment is acquiring ad- 
ditional vigour and strength. I repeat, Ido 
not profess the skill and knowledge of an 
ofeer, but I do -not think there is that 
mystery in the military service which may 
not be learned by men determined to be 
instructed and improved under the discipline 
of generai officers, with the assistance of 
being inspected and brigaded. What has 
already been done ? Was there any power 
in any officer to bring the volunteers into the 
field to be brigaded at all? Yet we have 
seen with what readiness they have come 
forward. As there was nothing in the for- 
mation of the corps that entitled any one to 
call out a single volunteer, with Itis musket 
on his shoulder, except his own officer, 
what reason is there to suppose that they 
wili not all shew the same alacrity they have 
done, if they should feel that it would be 
for their advantage? I have only o adi, 
that if government give proper directions to 
those small bodies of men, who have no field 
officers at the public expense, I see no rea- 
son why the system may not be improved. 
The question is, whether we are ‘o retard 
our steps, repent of what we have core, 
make a new system of defence, and disparage 
the efforts of our volunteers by the adoption 
of such language in Parliament as has been 
used this night ? a 
Mr. Pit rose in explanation : he did vot 
mean, he said, that the fie'd officers whom 
he proposed to add to volunteer corps, should 
be placed over the commanders, but should 
be subordinate to them.—As to the circum- 
stance of a commanding officer's applv!0s 
to his corps for their consent, it never enter 
ed into his contemplation. He had heard 
that nicht, for the first time, of a commiitee 
for the regulation and management of corp’, 
and‘he had heard it with regret, as be Con 
ceived that such corps could never be ve" 
disciplined, and couid never be made either 
useful or energetic. With respect the 
corps which he had the honour to es 
the fact was, that whatever superiority 0 
discipline it had acquired, it went 19 SUP 
port of his suggestion, as it was entirely (0 
be attributed to the assistance of reguist 
officers of ability, whose exertions had ane 
unremitting in bringing the ‘corps © ™ 
state of discipline. wet 
Mr. Courtenay declared that, he sae 
heard such an extravagant spee jena mt 
right hon. gent. (MreWindham), eve™ a thi 
he'was @ minister, as he -had-delivere 
evening ; men seldom improved in © 
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vagance after they had been deprived of 
power; but such seemed to be the case 
with the right bon. gent.; however, with 
respect to the right hon. gentleman’s senti- 
ments wpon the subject of the volunteers, 
it appeared that afier a great variety of dis- 
tinctions and super-distinctions, his object 
was to depreciate that force, of whom two 
of the most skilful and gallant officers in the 
British service, had spoken in the highest 
terms of praise; the one, Lord Hutchinson, 
stating his opinion, that they would over- 
whelm a Frevch army, if directed to a vi- 
gotous and prompt attack, similar to that 
which the suddenly raised levies of the 
Swiss made upon the first detachment of the 
French troops: this noble Jerd said, that 
if invaded, the ‘contest with the invader 
must be short, and be would stake his life 
upon the issue of such an assault ; the ob- 
servation of Lord Moira to the Scotch volun- 
teers, was well known, Judeed, the opi- 
nions of these two celebrated generals, were 
those of all experienced men in the country 
who had eny opportunity of judging. The 
right hon. gent. steodaloue ; his sentiment 
was completely singular. He decided, how- 
ever, from theory. for had he seen the 
28 COO men who assembled in Hyde Park, 
he must hove changed his opinion. But at 
that time he was seek ng the distinction of 
acommand in a volunteer corps in Norfolk 
—a distinction he argued against this even- 
ing as so mis-hievous. But as to demo- 
cracy, he could not help saying, that this 
was the queerest part of the mght hon. gen- 
tleman’s charge upon the volunteers, for he 
appealed tothe House whether there was 
one other man in the country, except 
himself, who would accuse the righ! hon. 
gent. or ministers, of being iikely to favour 
cemocracy. What, he would ask, would 
the right hon. gent. propose to do with the 
volunteers ? Would he have them quit 
being volunteers in order to make peasaniry 
of them? and how wou'd he provide a 

force for the defence of the country? But 
really the right hon. gent, who wes him. 

self an officer in a volunteer corps, and 
aspiring to the rank of colonel, could not 

be serions in the objections lit thade to the 

Volunteer institution. If he was, instead 

of applying ‘to Him the quotation “ His 

own example strengthened all his laws ;” 

It should ‘be “ His own ¢xample weak- 

ened all-his laws."+-—Bot'no doubt, as a 

military ‘man, he would soon have to 

* change'his position,” which he had con~- 

trived to do asa politician. ‘“ However,” 

observed the hion. member, “ let the right 
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tinue to esteem the volunteers, among whom 
I should be happy to enroi myseif ; and, as 
the nght hon. gent under the gallery (Mr. 
Pitt) bas so well trained a corps under his 
command, { would be glad to enter into his 
service. Ihave served for many years as a 
privete to the ranks against him, and now [ 
am ready, if the Viench should attempt to 
approach our shores, to offer him my ser- 
vices, and hope te will accept of them, 

Dr. Laurence supported Mr. Windham’s 
arguments. On the subject of changing 
sides and doctrines, no person he said, had 
varied so much as his hon and learned friend 
(Mr. E-skine) whospeke now quite in ara 
opposite strain from that which he held in 
the last war. He cordemned the ideas of 
military obedience which the volunteer 
corps had formed, Some of them engaged 
to obey al! lawful conimands of their offi- 
cers, reserving of course to themselves the 
richt of judging the Segality, than which 
nothing could be more fcre:gn to the cha- 
tacter of a soldier, He did not distrust 
English valour, but he thought half discie 
pline a dangerous thing. He could not be 
thoroughly saished with a force which re- 
guired so much to be done to keep itin 
good humour. All that had been said went 
to prove, that we shou!'d have in the volun- 
teers, good-humoured soldiers, and aimable 
captains, If the great talents of the right 
hon. gent. opposite (Mr, Pitt) were not 
sufficient to make him an officer without 
experience, what was to be expected trom 
others? The present enormous bounties 
were a grievousevil ; and io this they were 
to be impsted. The learned doctor cons 
cluded with again impressing the arguments 
of his right hon. friend Mr. Windham. 

Lord Castlerecgh wished iwerely to state 
the fact as to the charge that the present 
military system destroyed the ordinary re- 
cruiting.—He ventured, on the general ime 
pression he had, to deny the fact. The 
ordinary 1ecruiting was impaired in some 
little degree, but it was stated beyond what 
the fact would warrant. Seven thousand 
five hundred men had been received into the 
line ffom the Army of Reserve ; the ordi- 
nary recruiting in the same period had prow 
duced 6791 men. The gross anownt of 
recruits tor the line was, therefore, 14.293 
men. This was enough to remove the im- 
pression that the recruiting of the ine was 
confined to the army of reserve ‘The re 
cruiting, con/pared with any former period, 
would be found not deficient. Last year, 
there was no recruiting for the militia, none 
for the army of reserve, and all the cisbamd+ 
ed wnen and Scotch fencibles: wee open, 
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and there was no competition, yet no more 
had been obiaived for general service last 
year than 7,204 men. From May to De- 
cember this year, there were 6,791, of 
course the ditlerence was only 503, which 
was one-fourteeath of the whole. 

ior. Laurence was nat satisfied with this 
comparisen, because it did not take exclu- 
sively the months of August, Sept. Oct. and 
Nov. i each of the years compared; be- 
cause those were the months in which the 
Army of Reserve Bill was ballotted for, and 
when of course the high bounties for substi- 
tules to serve in it operated. 


The Attorney General said, he should not 


make many observations on the speech of the 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham), although 
be should certainty make some. He didnot 
mean to cast any censure on that right hon. 
gent., or say thing as if any speech could be 
intended by him to give any advantage to 
the enemy over us.—He was persuaded, that 
the right hon. gent. was one of the last in 
the House, who weuld use any curious ex- 
pressions in argument for the sake of an 
advantage, or for an apparent advantage in 
debste. He was persuaded. that the right 
hon, gent. did not wish to give our enemies 
any such, or any other advantage what 

ever; but he hai frequently had occasion to 
feel, that the views which the right hon. 
gent had of thi gs that came under his con- 
sideration, and the. consequept manner in 
which he expressed himseif, had, although 
not so intended by him. a tendency to the 
great disadvantage of the country ; for what 
be thonght most useful, what he so thought, 
or he would vot say it, the Attorney- 
Gereral thought, in many instances, most 
disadvantageous io the coumry. If the 
question, now before the House, was a new 
question whetber we should or should not, 
ad pt a mode of defence by volunteer corps, 
thers: were hardly any limit: of criticism, to 
which we should wish to stop the right hon. 
gent from éntering ; but when the volun- 
teer system had been adopted to such an 
extent as it had been, so that it must be in 
vain ter any man to hope, that any observa- 
ions cold induce the Howse to abandon the 
system: theneit did seem to him to be not 
a.ve.y useful praciice to dwejl upon the de 

feors of such a system, bot on the conirary, 
itsappeared sp-hiw, that some mischiet might 
resplt. tromesmen a practice. Hf the volun- 
teers-were \god«snch. a torce as the House 
cobidarspremwhich he did not say was their 
descriptidn, botif, tur the sake of argument, 
Abey were: sosaliowed to.be, could this sort 
@hkraguage respecting them beaseful? On 
Mie gousrary, le would ask, if it was not most 
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prejudicial ? The condition of the volunteers 
should be attended to, many suggestions had 
been made concerning them, and they were 
most valuable suggestions, highly deserving 
of great consideration, as every thing must 
be that tended to ameliorate the condition 
of three or four hundred thousand men armed 
and as-ociaied in. defence of their country, 
But the effect of the argument of the right 
hon. gent. was to degrade the volunteers in 
their own eyes.—He did not say it was the 
intention of the right hon. gent. so to do, 
but it was the tendency, and if assented to, 
would be the effect of his observations.— 
No man could hear or read the words of the 
right. hon. gent. but must, if he gave credit 
to the observations, look upon the volunteer 
corps as a body of a very low estimation. 
But was that all? Let any one who heard 
the hon. gent. to-night, or indeed at any 
time this session, ask himself, whether, if the 
volunteers bad that respect for the opinion 
of the right hon. gent., which his opinions 
in some other matters were entitled to, they 
would have confidence in themselves ’— 
Could they have any such confidence, if the 
language of Parliament, of these who had 
encouraged them to come out for the service 
of their country, was to be on the model of 
the right hon. gent., and Parliament were to 
say to them—** At best you will be little 
better than a rabble—you may depend upon 
it, no useful service can be expected of you. 

—Now, as to the corruption of which the 
right hon. gent. spoke, as being found in the 
volunteer corps, the right hon. gent., 10 his 
predilection to finding fault with ali volunteer 
corps, might have been able to find out some 
of them who had behaved improperly. But 
was it fair to argue against the whole of such 
an immense body as this, on account of the 
conduct of a few who might have disgraced 
themselves? The persons to whom the right 
hon. gent allnded, had been a disgrace—'0 
whom ?—to themselves; but not tothe whole 
corps of volunteers, who were as ir gee 
ed with those persons as possible, and stoo 

as distinct from them, as they did from thei 
faults. If the right bon. gent. took the cha- 
racter of the volunteer corps from the charac- 
ter of those who disgraced them, there spe 
an end of every thing like reasoning Up?" 
haman affairs: as well might the right hon. 
gent. go to the goal of ‘Newgate, and “oad 
upon taking out of the cells there, char ‘ 
ters from which to form a general opinie 

of human nature. ‘This was on'y. —— 
of the right hon. gent, in his predilection 
finding fault with the volunteer system 
that he himself would make’ bad caonnage el 
of a yolunteer system; on, the eontery: © 
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was persuaded, that if the right hon. gent. 
were to set his mind to it, no man would be 
more active, or heartily employed in forming 
a good volunteer corps than he would. But 
if he went and told them, ** You have made 
me a captain, and you are going to make me 
a colonel; but if you ask me my opinion, I 
am of no use to you, nor have | any opision 
of you. I know, indeed, that I am an En- 
glishman, and that [ will run against a 
bayonet ceitainly. You must rua too against 
a bayonet, but that is all we can do; we 
have. no skill to meet the enemy, we Can 
only be destroyed.” Why, if that was to be 
the language of the right hon. gent., it would 
not be wonderful if the corps were to say, 
* We do not like this gentleman ;” for if a 
man became an officer of such a corps, he 
ought not to endeavour to make them think 
meanly of themselves, but to inspire them 
with spirit and with confidence, and that he 
could only do by shewing them that they 
were equal to what they had undertaken, 
and therefore this doctrine of the right hon. 
gent. was as injurious to the corps to which 
he was attached as it was to the general sys- 
tem of the volunteer service. For the right 
hon. gent. said, that they were not only 
unfit now for what they are intended fer, 
but that they are totally incapable of be- 
coming of any utility whatever; this, he said, 
arose from the demoeratic nature of their 
constitution; and, in support of this, he 
read the articles of one of these bodies. 
The learned gent. said, he really did not 
know exactly to what corps the right hon. 
gent. alluded; but, he said, he himself had 
been an unworthy member of a volunteer 
corps, to whom he did believe the right hon. 
gent. intended his observation to apply, but 
to which it did not apply with justice, 
namely, that not only the officers were 
chosen by the corps, but also that the whole 
of the military concerns of the corps were 
under the controul and management of a 
committee. ..If there was any strong objec- 
tion to the formation or to the regulation of 
that corps, and if the constitution of it was 
upon a false or. an improper foundation, that 
was not the fault of the present. ministers, 
because that corps was. approved of under 
the administration of the right hon. gent. 
himself; but; this, was.an observation, that 
occurred. so. frequently om the objection 
which that; sight hon. gent. had been in the 
habit of making since he, was out of admi- 
Nistration,, that he should not insist much 
upon it,,,,But. he must, take the liberty of 
refuting the. assertion of the right hen. gent; 
that , these .committees controled the mili- 
tery conserus of the corpa,: The fact was, 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 12.—Report on the Army Estimates. 





y 


{is22 


that these committees had nothing-upon earth 
to do with the military affairs of the corps. 
‘Lhey were .a body who cooduct their own 
expenses, and ali they had to do was of 
a civil natureentirely. They did uot, in the 
least degree intertere with the military au- 
thority of the officers, ‘nor with any one 
thing that was of a military nature. With 
respect to the idea of the right bon. gent, 
ia having what he called en armed p-aantry, 
he would save the regolar army oothing by 
that with regard to ofiicers of experience, 
for the armed peasantry would as much re- 
quire officers of experience as the volunteer 
corps. And as to the objection of the right 
hon. gent. to the volunteers, on account of 
their corrupting the regulars, because the 
volunteers would not be under marital law, 
that was an errorin the right hon genile- 
man’s assertion, for the moment they joined 
the regular army they would be onder mar- 
tiallaw. The objection that the volunteer 
system tended to confusion of rank, was ill- 
founded; for, generally speaking, men of 
rank and character were the objecis of choice 
with the corps. The impediments this sys- 
tem threw in the way of recruiting,’ his 
noble friend had answered by a statement of 
facts. If there was any doubt whether a 
volunteer would enter into the regular ser- 
vice, the practice was in the aftrmative; 
but if any doubt existed upon that matter, 
it was proper to remove such doubt by the 
bill which was now in the House, and stood 
for a second reading to-night upon the subs 
ject of Exemptions of Volunteers. » But whar 
he wished to submit to the House, most of 
all was this— Did any gentleman really think 
that these armed peasantry, ought to be ree 
sorted to, instead of the volunteers? Did the 
right hon. gent. himself mean to say, that if 
he could persuade the House of Commons 
and the other House of Parliament, and his 
Majesty to consent, that wesshould now 
abandon the volunteer corps, thut:le hinself 
would propose the peasantry instead of that 
system, or had he any other system in his 
mind instead of it? If we had n» volanteer 
corps there must be a compulsory levy, and 
that would be very difficult in comparison 
to this system. If a. ballot were to take 
place, it should be remembered, that great 
numbers of the volunteer corps would find 
deputies, and that would impede: the army 
as much as the present system.can do. Now, 
if the right hon. gent. bad no plan instead 
of this system of the volunteer corps, he 
would, upon reflection, perhaps, duubt: the 
wisdom of the opposition he gave ity. 00) 

Mr. /Vindbam denied that. be had meant 
an: armed democraey, 10 the-exient alleged, 
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He only spoke of the mixture which might 
take place during the time when the volun 
feers were not under martial law. If he 
disapproved of the present pian, if it was not 
mecesssary, as some had insisied, to propose 
another asa substitute or amelioration. He 
did not conceive it always requisite for those 
who opposed pians, to have others ready for 
adoption: bat were that priscipie at this 
time strictly urged against him, those who 
did so might, by references lo tue suggestions 
of his former speeches in that House, dis- 
eover a substitute for the present plan. He 
thus spoke his sentiments, as he did not con- 
ceive the preseat measure as yet fixed and 
immutable. 

The Secretary at War said, that in answer 
to a fact, which had been stated bya learned 
gentleman, that the operation of the army 
of reserve had injured reernisiog for the re- 
gular service during the montis it operated, 
he had to state, thst upon a comparative view 
of the months from July to November, the 
recruiting for the regular army had been 
greater than in the year 1802, notwithstand- 
ing all the advautages of that year by the re- 
cruiting service having the monopoly of it 
then, and alsothat the two militia and Scotch 
fencibles had been discharged, and in the 
present year the army of reserve had so 
operated, 

The question was then put and carried, 
and all the resolutions of the Committce 
were read and agreed to. 


fVotunTEER EXxeMPrion BILL.] —On 
the motion for the second reading of the 
Volunteer exemption Bill, 

Dr. Laurence said that some misapprehen- 
sion existed about the exemptions with re- 
spect to the volunteers who had not been ac- 
cepted before the 23d of July. They were 

told originally they could not have the exemp- 
tions, and they gave their services without 
expecting them. But now, as the exemp- 
tions were given to others in their situation, 
it was fair they should have the option. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that all volun- 
teer corps, whose services had been accepted, 
at whatsoever time, and who conformed to 
provisions prescribed, wee entitled to the 
exemptions, except those who expressly de- 
clared them in their offers. 

In amswer to an observation from Mr. 
Rose, as tothe number of days of exercise, 
Mr. Sec. Yorke said, he proposed to fill the 
« “The bill was read a second time, and 
committed for Monday. 


he 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, Deccmber 18. 
(Minutes.}]— The East India Bond Bill, 


the Seaman’s Desertion Bill, and others, 
were read a third time and passed.—The 
Expuing Laws Bull, the Sugar Drawback 
Bul, &c. &e, were committed and reporied, 

[BanK RESTRICTION BILL. |—Upon 
the motion for the third reading of the Bank 
Restriction Bil’, 

Lord Grenville said, he had already ex- 
pressed his surprise at this Bill having been 
read a second time, without notice, the day 
after it came up to that House. He thought, 
that on the whole, it was best at the pre- 
sent moment to continue the Bank Restne- 
tion; but this was not a step to be taken 
with ind:fference, or to be forwarded as a 
matter of course through its various stages ; 
it was, on the contrary, a great evil; ne- 
cessary, perhaps, in such a crisis as the pre 
sent, but well worthy of the most serious 
attention of Parliament. It had been first 
proposed as a measure merely (emporary, 
to meela momentary but very alarming dan- 
ger; as such it had, he thought, been high- 
ly beneficial, But it had been attended 
with the mischief inseparable from all mea- 
sures of the same description, The !unda- 
mental principle of all governmenis op ts 
subject onght to be, that credit and circisa- 
tion, if undisturbed by legislative interle- 
rence, will invariably find their own ‘eve. 
Whenever any temporary purpose (as must 
sometimes happen) induces a departure 
from this principle, the misfortune Is, that 
the first deviation too commonly leads to te 
necessity of a second, and so necessalilyy 
until it becomes almost impossible to tread 
bick the same steps, or to revert to ihe only 


, 7 . : ‘ it 
wise system of policy on the subject. ae 
happened in this case. The measure 4 wl 

Te 


ed in the first.instance to meet a morc! 
purpose had afterwards been prowonge. 
(perhaps unavoidably) till the conclusion ° 
that war; and even now, though he af 
mented the effects of that prolongation, * 
hardly ventured to decide that the jo 
of Parliament had in that instance on 
wrong. Next came the peace, s0 very 
war, that its authors themselves had si 
afraid to depart from, the war syste™s ‘ 
had he himself then opposed ts renew3, 
convinced as he was, that the pretend 
state of peace was a real state of jet 
every thing, except in the power of it 
ding for self-defence, and for the protec’ - 
of our own interest. To venture we. + 
step in the present moment, at least ' 
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out much preparation, would doubtless be 
diflicult and hazardous. But he was not 
equally convinced, that it was wise to de- 
clare beforehand that the restriction should 
continue during the whole of this war, en- 
{ertaining, as he confessed he did, some 
doubt whether it ought to have been con- 
tinued to the end of the Jast war, and still, 
moie, whether it should be prolonged at the 
He was afraid that there was. now 
growing up in this country a most mistaken 
apathy on the Many persons be- 
heved that the continuance of the restric- 
tion had hitherto produced no inconve- 
nience, and that there was therefore no 
danger in prolonging it almost indefinitely. 
Both parts of this opinion were, he thought, 
extremely erroneous. Much evil, he was 
persuaded, had already been produced by 
the measure, however necessary at the time 
of its adoption; and every day’s continu- 
ance augmented, in a rapid proportion, both 


peace. 
o 


ay be 4 
suopect, 


gt 
the extent of the evil and the difficulty of 
its removal,—Thal, during the continuance 
of this measure, our paper Circulation, both 
Bank and private paper, had infinitely in- 
creased, no man was ignorant of. He was 
afraid itumight be shewn, that this was a 
hecessary consequence of the measure it- 
if. The power of converting paper into 
cash at the will of the holder, was the only 
safe limitation that ever could exist upon 
the issue of paper, and, if left to its free 
operation, if was a limitation that might 
salely be relied on. All other limitations 
were arbitrary, depending on the uncertain 
speculations of individuals upon points 
‘hich no speculations ever can decide with 
accuracy. It was said that, if the Bank had 
not increased its circulating paper since the 
restriclion, no mischief can have arisen from 
it. No position can be more fallacious. Tn 
the first place, the Bank paper has in fact 
increased; but, even if this had not hap- 


ce 
»\ 


pened, the argument would still be of no 
weight. If private paper bas during that 


period been greatly augmented, it is plain 
that the whole proportion of paper to cash 
In circulation has been changed, and that 
this change has equally taken place, whe- 
ther the increase has arisen in Bank paper 
or in private paper. The restraint upon 
the Bank must, necessarily give some in- 
Creased encouragement to the issue of pri- 
vate paper, because, for private paper, cash 
may legally be demanded, for Bank paper 
it cannot; and if, by these or any other 
means, the proportion of private paper be 
much increased, there, must obviously be 
€ss room for the circulation even for the 
same quantity as before of Bank paper ; and 
Vor. IV. : 
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there is therefore much more reason to ape 


prehend that the issue 1s too large, when it 
appears that instead of remaining at the 
same amount, the quantity of Bank paper 
has also been very much increased. The 
actual increase of private paper, a fact 
which no one could dispute, was the parti- 
cular circumstance to which Lord G. said, 
he principally wished to call the attention 
of the House.—“ Paper (he said) now 
forms in this country the principal medium 
of circulation between man and man, not 
as formerly in commercial transactions only, 
but now in all the ordinary dealings of life, 
In times of perfect security and public cons 
fidence, even this might happen to a con- 
siderable extent without much inconve- 
nience ; and so long as the natural opera- 
tions of demand and supply were allowed 
to control it, though some excess might oc- 
casionally take place, yet experience shew- 
ed, that any such evil would speedily core 
rect itself. The tide might ebb 4nd flow, 
but no permanent interruption would arise 
from it.to.the stream of national prosperity, 
The case is widely different now. Weare 
called upon to provide against the danger 
of a sudden alarm, such as must arise if a 
country so long unused to the tread of a 
hostile foct should even for the shortest in- 
terval become the theatre of war. But we 
are discharging this duty ina most inade- 
quate and insufficient manner. «We are 
providing for the smaller. evil, Rut seem 
wholly indifferent to the greater. Weare 
guarding against the consequences of any 
sudden run upon the Bank in a moment oF 
alarm; but we take no consideration of the 
effect of a similar alarm on that mass of 
private paper, which constitutes so much 
larger a proportion of the circulating me- 
dium of the country, ‘The stability of the 
Bank has been guarantec (o its creditors 
by repeated parliamentary exzminations ; 


| and when we restrain it by law from fulfils 


ling its engayements with them, we hay¢ 
given a fresh pledge of public faith that 
they shall suffer no loss by that provision. 
3ut what will be the case of private paper? 
Let the House represent._to,itself the situa- 
tion of a Bank, established perhaps in the 
very town to be first attacked, and. the 
state of the surrounding district, whose cit= 
culation consists perhaps almost exclusively 
of that paper. What means will such a 


Bank possess to satisfy even the ordinary 
demands upon it? How much would thasé 
, . e “ ; “4 Z 
demands-in such a case be increased? An 
what would be the.state of such a’ distri 
if to all the other evils of war were added 
the sudden annihilation of its whole citcu- 
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lating medium? Already are we told from 
authority, that there appears in the country 
an eagerness to collect, or, asit is insidious- 
y called, t) hoard cash. In times of scar- 
city the ignorant are taught to clamour 
against the farmer and the cornfactor, who, 
by collecting and preserving grain, afford 
fo a count?y its only security against famine. 
By the salutary provision of nature, the 
measures which individuals take in such 
cases for their own security and benefit, 


‘Constitute in their aggregate the security 


and advantage of the community itself. In 
the same manner (it might appear pa- 
radoxical, but if a paradox, it was one 
which he held in common with all en- 
Jightened writers on’ this subject) the best 
security dgainst a total want of circulating 
medium in the time of our utmost need, 
would be found in the necessity, which per- 
sons in the middling classes of life already 
feel, of providing beforehand for such an 
occasion. How, indeed, could it be ex- 
pected, that when a man of that description 
joins the volunteer ranks, and serves his 
country in the field, he should leave his fa- 
mily to rely entirely, and for their daily 
bread, on the paper of a private banker, 
whose counting-house may be at that very 
moment occupied by the enemy.—The 
Steps taken by such individuals to make 
provision for this case, must then of neces- 
sity produce at this time an increased de- 
tiand for specie; ‘that demand will in this, 
as in every other article, producean increas. 
ed value; and, unless the nature of things 
be ‘inverted, the increased value must, in 
its turn, produce an increased supply. He 
was therefore beyond measure astonished 
to hear that, in some other place, this con- 
duct in persons of sucha description had 
been spoken of as a fit subject of reproach 
and censure; and that this opinion had pro- 


ceeded from a quarter which ought to be of 


the highest authority in matters of this na- 
ture. Such language could have no, other 
tendency in this casé (as in that to which 
he had already likened it) than to raise po- 
pular odium, and to excite popular tumult, 


against men who used their own discretion 


in disposing of their own property. If it 
were fit to censure such a disposition, it 
must be essential to endeavour to prevent 
it. There were two precedents in history 
which might be resorted to for this pur- 


se: two cases where, in support of an: 


excessive issue of paper, governnient had 


regulated by law the quantity of specie 
‘which each individual should be suffered to 


in. Those were the Mississippi scheme, 
the scheme of the assignats. In both 
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instances the measure had immediately ans 
nihilated the paper it was intended to SUp- 
port. He had no fear that the came prin 
ciple, by whatever authority it had been 
countenanced, would be acted upon to the 
same extent in this country; but he must 
take the liberty to say, that, im so far as it 
was followed up, either in speech er action, 
exactly in that proportion the public ciedit 
was affected and injured by it. The dan- 
ger of such a shock to private paper, es he 
had stated, in the case of invasion, was not 
to be guarded against by such language, 
which had no other tendency than to in- 
crease that danger. Neither was it one 
which, on the other hand, it was prudent 
or safe for us to overlook. The wretched 
policy of neglecting necessary precautions 
for fear of creating’ just alarm began now 
to be sufficiently understood. In every in- 

stance in which it was resorted to, it a'ways 
would produce the same effects as had al- 
ready been so fatally experienced from it. 

Yet, by the present bill, while we confess 
the nature of the danger, the slightest 
glance at the proportion which private pa- 
per bears to that of the Bank wil shew how 
far we are from providing for its extet. 
‘Those who at all understand the subject, 
know that the Bank paper possesses 4 » 
bility not to be shaken but by such a tolal 
subversion of the country as no Englishwan 
wishes to survive. Yet we think ourscives 
obliged to protect even this corporatio®, 
resting on such immutable pillars oi secu 
rity, against the danger of sudden pressure 
from temporary alarm. Shall we te 
wholly overlook the private paper, $0 UC" 
greater in extent, and so much less secure in 
its stability? The ultimate securily ives 
paper issued by the country banks now © 
tablished in every corner of this islanc 
might be as perfect as that of the Bank mf 
self. The facility ;which they give 1 int 
nary times to the commercial “ogee 
of the country is unquestionable. But e 
man can look without the most serious 3] 

prehension at the temporary efiect oper 
the first moment of actual invasion Mio” 
produce on those local establishmen's a 
the extent to which such an ee it 
spread; or at the consequences vse 
might produce, in a country whose Ci! oA 
tion is almost entirely composed of onda 
To represent this danger to Parsa® he 
even if no remedy for it occurred st ? 
person stating it, would not only ropet 
blameless, but a laudable nee ihe 
discharge of public duty. Ww nsidet- 
‘subject was brought under the lic : 
ation -of Parliament and the--parl® 
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its importance engaged their attention, the 
wisdom and experience of men much more 
coaversant than he pretended to be, would 
douSiiess suggest every remedy or precau- 
tion which the nature of the case admitted ; 
suggestions which might well escape the re- 
searches of individuals far superior to him in 
Kuowledge or ability. But if the subject 
should continue to be wholly disregarded, 
overlooked by negligence, or put out of 
sight by hopeless despondency, the evil 
would come upon us at the Jast; it would 
overiake usin the midst of difficulty and 
distress, when precaution would be too late, 
and remedy impossible! He therefore earn- 
estly recommended, after the recess, if it 
could not be done before, that Committees 
might be named by Parliament, to take this 
subject into the most serious and attentive 
eousideration. Tosuch Committees it would 
naturaily beloag to suggest those remedies, 
which, on full discussion and consultation 
with men experienced in such matiers, 
might appear most practicable and usefal. 
Any suggestions of his would in the present 
moment be premature, and certainly must 
be in a great measure crude and undigested. 
Bat he by no means despaired of seeing the 
most beneficial consequences result from 
such an investigation, Two objects it 
would naturally have in view.. The first to 
reintroduce into the circulation of the coun- 
try such a quantity of coin as might at least 
suffice for the ordinary dealings of life; that 
coin’ which was now vanished by the exces- 
sive issues of paper of all descriptions, no 
longer checked by the natural limitation, 
that of being immediately convert:ble into 
cash. The next object naturally would be, 
to provide, as far as possible, tor the stabi- 
lity and credit, even during the existence of 
actual invasion, of such paper as would still 
continue to circulate. These objects wou'd 
both of them, as he apprehended, best be 
obtained, by recurring, not suddenly nor 
abruptly, but by well considered gradations, 
and with every possible attendant precau- 
tion that the wisdom of man could devise, 
to that first principle by which alone paper 
issues can be limited, and on which it alone 
Can securely rest, namely, the power of their 
immediate conversion into cash. He spoke 
on this subject with all the distrust of his 
own opinion, which he ought to feel; but 
at least he spoke not without much consider- 
ation of the question; and the conviction of 
his own mind was, that this was thé end to 
be kept invariably in view, to be accelerated 
as could be found consistent with prudence 
and due regard to public safety, and to be 


Considered as the only fundamental cause of 
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the evils now felt or apprehended, With 
respect to the paper, if resting on a solid 
foundation of ultimate solvency, it might be 
provided for by some mutual guaranice, so 
far removed from the scene of immediate 
alarm, as to place the security of the holder 
far beyoud the reach of any danger merely 
local. He remembered to have heard it said 
many years ago by Mr, Burke, a man whose 
words and thoughts were well calculated to 
leave a lasting impression on their hearers, 
«© That the etfect of the system of credit in 
this country was such as to make the whole 
commercial and monied interest of Great 
Britain joint proprietors and co-partuers in 
the whole mass of capital existing in the 
country.” In some sense this was undoubt- 
edly loose; and as these extensive interests 
had the benefit of such a partnership, so it 
must be added that they were not wholly 
exempt from its risks. They had a// an im- 
mediate interest in upholding the credit of 
all; and he did not despair, that, by exami- 
nation and discussion, a system might be 
framed, in which the paper of individuals or 
private houses might, if resting on a sure 
and due foundation, be supported to a limits 
ed extent, by some extensive and reciprocal 
guaraatee against the effects of sudden 
alarm; and to such a voluntary association, 
formed under the direction of Parliament, 
and countenanced by its authority, there 
might or might not be added, as should on 
the whole be judged expedient, some addie 
tional securi y trom the intervention of the 
pablic. In his own mind, he had followed 
these ideas further, and pursued them into 
some detail; but he wished not to trouble 
the House at this time with any discussion 
of them. No man felt more strongly the 
difficulty and delicacy of the whole subject. 
No man more sincerely distrusted his own 
judgment upon it: but, impressed as he was 
with its importance, satished that if we were 
unprepared in this respect, ali naval and all 
military preparation, however extensive, 
would be inadequate to.the safety of the 
country; he had done his daty in calling the 
attention of Parliament tothe question. He 
had no doubt that the danger of leaving it 
unexamined was infinitely greater than any 
danger that could by any possibility, arise 
from the examination of it; and tt would 
therefore be otfering an insult to the under- 
standings of the Hause, if he delayed them 
by any farther explanation of the motives 
with which he brought it forward. - He 
could have no interest ia :ncreasing the pub- 
lic danger, If this evil could not be avoid- 


ed, we must prepare ourselves to meet it 
with resolution, 
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gudden depreciation of the whole circulatory 
medium of a country, and this too in a mo- 
ment of invasion, must, in its consequences, 
overwhelm ali men, of whatever descriptions 
or situations in the country. He was confi- 
dent that diligence, wisdom, and firmness, 
would avert this, and every other danger 
of the country; but this could only be done 
by ascertaining the nature and extent of the 
evils with which we were menaced. This 
bill was iself a proof that the subject of 
public credit was not thought unfit for 
public discussion, or incapable of parliamen- 
tary provision; and the matters he had now 
brought before the House were nothing else 
than different branches of the same extensive 
subject. 

Lord Hawkesbury then rose, and spoke 
nearly as follows :—I rise, my lords, to ofter 
some remarks in reply to what has fallen 
from the noble lord who has just sat down. 
In some of the general principles which he 
has stated, I most certainly cannot but agree 
with him, though I cannot concur in his 
application of them, in the present instance. 
And, indeed, in listening to some parts of 
his lordship’s specch, it was difficult for me 
to recognize the words of one who had so 
great a share in proposing this measure ori- 
ginally. ‘That the proportion of paper in 
cireulation to the amount of the specie ought 
to be left to find its own natural Jevel, and 
that, except in some particular situations, it 
will, when left to itself, find its natural level, 
is a principal in political economy, that 
no one can be hardy enough in the present 
day to controvert. I agree, therefore, that 
legislative interference, or any sort of inter- 
ference, ought, if possible, to be avoided ; 
bot at the same time circumstances may cc- 
cur, and his lordship has admitted that this 
may be the case, when the good to be deriy- 
ed from such a measure far overbalances the 
evils that may be consequent upon it. When 
this bill was originally brought into Parlia- 
ment, there were a few who were not at all 
convinced of the nécessity of it; these, how- 
ever, were but very few. Others were a- 
ware of its magnitude and importance, yet 
still thought that, under the then circum- 
stances of menaced invasion, very like our 
present situation, a run upon the bank, in 
consequence of rhe alarm, might be attended 
with the most pernicious consequences, and 
therefore joined in giving their vote for the 
proposed restriction. J also had turned m 
attention to the subject, and I will fairly 
own that the diticulties with which jt was 

ed 2 im heavily on my mind, and 
icf of these was, that a prece- 


de 
woight thus be established, which could 
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bin its consequences be attended with no be-. 
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neficial effects, I, however, upon mature de- 
liberation, was convinced that under all the 
circumstances of the case, the restriction was 
necessary. It was afterwards thought expe- 
dient to continue the operation of the act 
during the whole course of the last war. At 
the close of the war the Government of the 
country thought it necessary, up6n several 
grounds, that the restriction should be con- 
tinued for one year, subsequent to the con- 
clusion of the treaty of peace. But although 
1 so far agree with the noble !ord in the ge- 
neral, principle, that it is proper to avoid al 
interference in those things, which, by their 
own-natural operations, will find their just 


‘level, I am by no means prepared to admit 


that these consequences have resulted from 
the restriction upon the bank, which he has 
ascribed to it, or that such consequences are 
to be dreaded. It will, perhaps, be in the 
recollection of all, that previous to the last 
war, and four years before the orig'tal pas- 
sing of this bill, the quantity of paper had 
increased to an enormous degree, ‘11s Nas 
turally arose from the extensive speculation 
and commercial enterprize of the country. 
These, along with the improvements 10 agt!- 
culture, the spirit of adventure, the ricies 
and growing population of the nation brought 
2 quantity of paper into circulation above its 
just proportion to the amount of cash. The 
very means by which our power and wealth 
were improved, therefore gave rise to a sort 
of artificial capital, which was certainty au 
evil, but an evil that must of necess'ty be 


endured, as it arose from such a cause. 


These, it evidently appeared, were (he couses 
of the great proportion of paper in circuia- 
tion, and-to these causes the evil, if it were 
an evil, for there are considerable differences 
of opinion on that point, is to be traced - 
ther than to the operation of the bill in ques 
tion. His lordship has adverted to what wes 
said in another place, (the House of oo 
mons) with respect to Jaying up cash at v7 
time, or, asithas been generally called, hoard: 
ing, by a certain hon. gent. high in ene 
tration (Mr. Addington). I sincere'y ages 
with the noble Jord, and it has been, 4% 
has stated it, the opinion of the most «mr 
nent and luminous writers on’ political ont 
nomy, that laying up any commodity 19 oh 
of a scarcity of that commodity, is a coll” ” 
tive of the scarcity. No one now that .. 
tends to be at all conversant with the s° 
ce of those po 
pular clamours which in times of nent 
scarcity are raised against the cornfactor rhe 
the farmer, who are, in fact, the only 10 
ments by which countries visitet ‘init. 
city are preserved from absolate ” he 
But the noble lord has certainly mistaken 
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sense In which the words to which he allud- 
ed were epplied. Jn another place, a cen- 
sure, and a just censure, was meant to be 
cast upon those individuals, who were so de- 
fective in their patriotism as in the present 
moment to hoard up their money and keep 


it out of general circulation, fiom a want of 


confidence in the secarity of their country ; 
and in this sense the words were certainly 
used. Though communities, such’ as the 
bank, upon which the credit of the country 
depended, ought certainly to keep as much 
cash as is adequate to the demands of the 
nation, and hoarding therefore is proper in 
them, the case I apprehend is very different, 
as far as it respects individuals.—Now with 
respect to the proposals of the noble Jord as 
to the appointment of a committee; the no- 
ble jord has not brought forward these in 
form, nor as objections to the present passing 
of the bill. I desire therefore to be under- 
stood, as not either according to, or abso- 
lntely denving the plan to which he has ad- 
verted. fLagree with him, that some parti- 
cularly important evils may, even in times of 
dancer and alarm, be brought forward under 


ss 


pecunar circumstances, and proposed to the 
considerationol Parliament theugh the person 
who does thus bring them forward, cannot, at 
the time, suggest to his own satisiaction any 
full and adequate remedy. The first remedy 
Which he sugzests to the evil which he thinks 
to arise from the Bank's restriction, is, that 
the Bank should gradually, and with much 
prudent forethought be made to resume its 
payments in specic. If, however, the evil 
does not arise from this cause, but from the 
other causes which I have already mentioned, 
viz. the increasing commerce and agricul- 
ture of the country, it follows that thts re- 
medy will not avail for correcting that evil. 
But the noble Jord will-.also recollect, that 
though under all cwcumstances his Majesty’s 
government had thought it advisable to pro- 
pose the passing of this act during the whole 
course of the present war, the act may still 
be repealed by Parliament, if previous to 
that time, the necessity that at present exists 
should by any means be done away. I can 
assure the noble lord, that this subject has 
not been left unnoticed by his Majesty’s 
government.--Now, to exemine the other 
remedy, which he suggests for giving greater 
security to public credit. I suppose his 
lordship means that something of the same 
nature should be resorted to «s that sort of 
plan which was adopted in 1798, of giving 
government paper and security to sach indi- 
viduals as could prove to the satisfaction of 


3 Committée that they had real and solid 
Property to the amount. I-wasnot atthe time 
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perfectly satisfied with this scheme; and 
from what has since fallen under my own 
observation, nothing shortof a very strong 
necessity indeed could oblige me to give my 
assent to such a measure. I do not there- 
fore say, that no circumstances could exist 
in which I should think the plan advisable 
to be adopted. But I know that a great 
many incouveniences, if not serious evils, 
arise from it. One of these was, that where 
great commercial bodies, or great manufae- 
ories were established, and any embarrass- 
ment occurred among them, the proprietors 
immediately applied to Parliament for relief. 
The great inconvenience and mischief of 
this plan, therefore, was, that it gave a sort 
of security to people, which made them 
not trust to themselves, and encouraged 
them to rely upon the public security in the 
worst that could hoppen. I shall do the 
persons who were then, and those who are 
now engaged in the places that rendered jt 
their immediate concern to attend to these 
things, the justice to say, that they gave 
everv discouragement consistent with pru- 
dence and propriety to applications of this 
sort. But it is a tact, that much mischief 
would result from a scheme of this nature, 
in teaching people to rely upon public seca- 
rily instead of their own exertions. Bank- 
ruptcies might thus, in some instances, be 
prevented; bnt, in the natural course of 
things, great, extensive, and ill founded 
speculation would bring on bankrupteies, 
which, in fact, are the natural correctives 
that apply to such evils. In such cases, there- 
fore, the public ought not to interfere. Upon 
the whole, without giving any decided opi- 
pion as to his lordship's remedies, I may say 
that, at present, I do not perceive that the 
apply to the evils proposed tobe remedied, 
and that it appears to me, in fact, that the 
evil itself, it it be an evil, does not arise 
from the cause to which his lordship a- 
scribes it. 

Lord King said, that notwithst-nding his 
objections to the present measure, and the 
general reasoning by which it was supported, 
he had been much gratified by several paris 
of the noble Secretary's speech. He had 
heard, with very great pleasure, the noble 
lord’s distinct admission, that the principle 
of the bill was radically vicious, his de- 
clared repugnance to all legislative interfe- 
rence on subjects of this nature, and his 
avowal that such measares could be justified 
only by the most urgent necessity. Such 
public admissions, from the persons who 
proposed these measnres, were highly im- 
portant at all times, but more particularly at 
present; when, from their frequent repeti« 
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tion for the last seven years, there was 
some cause of apprehension, lest the prac- 
tice of assenting to such acts, npow the mere 
suggestion of the minisier, might acquire 
the sanction of precedent, and become the 
regalar aud established usage of Parianent. 
His lordship said, that having so often 
troubled the House vpon this subect, and 
so lately in the Committee on this biil, he 
would not now enter at large into the ques- 
tion; but confine himself prince paily to 
some of those incidental tonies which had 
been introdoced in the course of the discus- 
sion. The only argument cf the least we ght 
witich he had heard, either in or out of 
Parliament, in support ef the measure, was 
the probability of great public embarrass- 
ment, from the demand upon the fank for 
enecie in case of invasion. Lut it was ac- 
Knowledged, that the present measure had 
already, in point cf fact, produced some 
ef those very inconvenicnetes which were 
the objects of so much apprehension, Com- 
plaints had been made in another place, that 
alarge proportion of the current coin had 
been withdrawn from circulation by selfish 
individuals, whe preferred their private se- 
curity to the public welfare; and the pa- 
triotism of the country had been loudly 
eailed upon, to put 4 stop to what had been 
termned the infamous practice «f boarding. 
He entirely agreed w.th the voble lord who 
had opened this debate, as to the foliy and 
impropriety of this vulgar and ignorent 
clamour. The complaint reminded him of 
those periods of the French revolution, when 
it was not uncommon to hear of accusations 
of incivism, for the crime of preferring 
French crowns and Lowis dors, to the re- 
publican assignats depreciated at that time 
4 or 500 per cent. ‘Lhe real crime of the 
persons who were thus denounced, consisted 
in distrusting the good faith of the republic, 
under the guidance of those virtuous citi- 
zens aid enlightened political economists, 
who composed the Commiitee of Public 
Safety. So, in the present instance, he could 
not bnt think that the persons. who were 
thus held forth to. popular ocium, were, in 


‘other words, accused of being so uiterly 


destitute of public ™spirit as to betray their 
apprehension for the fate of the country, in 


‘the hands of his Majesty's present ministers. 


Respecting the fact itself, he was inclined to 


* think, that the practice of hoarding took 


place to some extent, as it was reasonable 


* go'suppose'in critical and dangerous times ; 
cand ‘it. was’ probably still more general in 
‘rcland, in proportion to the danger of the 


‘country. ‘He thonght that persons in pub- 


SWie! siteations ought not tolend their. voice 
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to assist the clammour which was raised 
against those who chose to keep a part of 
their property in the form of coin, or who, 
in the present circuimstances of the country, 
preferred specie to any other cowmo iity, 
He thought upon general principles, ihat 
the rights of property should be re pected, 
and tuat ihe public interest rezarded that 
those rights should be as free aud un- 
coutroled as possibie. He was persuaded 
that if specie was accumulated, in any con- 
siderable degree, in times of public alarm, 


| the public ditficulties and embarrassinent 


oes 





would be diminished, in the same propor- 
tion, when the enemy landed and the mo- 
ment of danger actually arrived. The no- 
ble lord who had opened this debate had 
well and forcibly illustrated this position, 
by comparing what was now so much com- 
plained of, to the practice of hoarding corn 
in times of scarcity, where, by a process 
exactly similar, the prudence of individuals, 
which in that case also is so much the ob- 
ject of popular odium, provides against and 
alleviates the calamity at the time of its 
giecatest pressure.— With respect to the mea- 
sure which was now under discussion, his 
lordship said, that the powers which were 
entrusted to the Bank, for an indefinite pe- 
riod, were in no respect guarded against 
abuse. The natural and only true limit of 
every paper currency, was the power of 
compelling payment 10 specie at the will of 
the holder. A paper currency not con- 
vertible into specie had no rule or standard, 
except the discretion of the persons by whom 
it was issued. ‘To determine the quantity 
of currency necessary for circulation was, in 
all cases, a difficult and delicate probiem. 
A very strict attention to the price of bullion, 
and the state of foreign exchanges, was alone 
capable of affording a just criterion by which 
the quantity could be truly ascertained. 
Without a perpetual reference to these tests, 
it was impossible to maintain the full value 
of the currency. That the Bank Directors 
had failed in the performance of this duty 
was evident, from the enormous increase !0 
the quantity of their notes, and the great 
derangements which had taken place in the 
price of silver and foreign exchanges, sin°° 
the period of the restriction. He said, that 
the excessive quantity of Bank notes, uy 
raising the market price of silver above oe 
Mint price, was one of the causes of | 
present scarcity of silver coin; saaaga - 
furnished an additional temptation 10 
practice, which was thus rendered more pro- 
fitable than at any former period. He staic* 
it as a fact, for the truth of which he - 


pealed to those lords. who. represented 
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peerage of Ireland, that, in consequence of | 


the still greater depreciation of the currency 
of that country, the silver coin there had 
totally disappeared, and had given place to 
a most debased and counterfeit substitute. 
He should not now enlarge upon this sub- 
ject, though it was one of the very highest 
importance, since a More proper opportunity 
for the discussion would occur when the Irish 
Bank Restriction Pi!l was brought into the 
House.—He said, that the proposal of the 
noble lord, who had opened the debate, for 
a Committee to take into consideration the 
important questions to which he had allud- 
ed, should meet with his most cordial sup- 
port. The noble Secretary had staed, that 
he was not prepared either to assent or dis- 
sent on the first mention of such a proposal; 
but as it had been required that some distinct 
subject of inquiry ought to be stated, to 
induce the House to consent to such a Com- 
mittee, he would take the liberty (if it was 
not presuming too far) to mention some of 
the topics to which the attention of a Com- 
mittee might be directed with great proprie- 
ty and advantage. Independant of the ge- 
neral question, respecting the effect of the 
Bank restriction upon the currency of the 
two countries, there was great room for in- 
quiring into the policy of adopting a new 
system of coinage, and of new modelling 
the regulations of the Mint. The propriety 
of deducting from the value of the coin, 
the expense of the coinage, was an altera- 
tion which had long been proposed by” the 
best writers on the subject; and was one 
which he should think it right to submit to 
the attention of the Committee. It would 
be useful also, to consider the propriety of 
adjusting the relative values of the silver 
and gold coins, according to the change 
which had taken place in the relative values 
of those metals; an alteration of indispen- 
sable necessity, since, by the present regu- 
lations of the Mint, it had long been found 
impossible to retain any new issue of silver 
coin in circulation. ‘There was, also, an- 
other object of importance which might be 
referred to such a Committee ; he meant the 
propriety of repealing all laws against ex- 
porting the current coin of the country, and 
of ailowing it to be considered as a com- 
mon article of merchandize. ‘The laws, 
which probibited this, were founded in po- 
pular error, and formed part of a system 
which was now universally exploded. At 
Present, when the exchange is unfavourable, 
the coin, which is necessary for paying the 
balance against us, must be melted down in 
order to be exported without risk of sei- 
Sure. By the proposed alteration, it would 
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be exported in the shape of coin, when the 
exchange was unfavourable, and would re- 
turn in the same state, when the exchanges 
was restored to its usual-and ordinary course, 
He concluded by again expressing his hopes, 
that the proposal which had been made, for 
a Committee to consider the various ques- 
tions connected with the creditand currency 
of the country, would be seriously brought 
forward alter the recess, and would be a- 
dopted by the House. 

The Marguis of Sligo rose, as he said, te 
confirm Lord King’s: account of the badness 
He how- 
ever denied that any transaction of the na-« 
ture alluded to by his lordship, bad ever 
fallen under his observation, or was consist~ 
ent with his knowledge. 

The Duke of Norfo’k did not mean at 
present to oppose the bill, but he remarked 
that it was too much the custom of the 
Jast administration to propose and carry dan- 
gerous measures, and aiterwards act upom 
them as precedents. This now had becomea 
precedent, and he was sorry that, asit had 
been once enacted, this was not a time to 
repeal it. Government ought to be aware 
how it passed measures of this magnitude at 
the desire of persons, by whose means they 
might become independant of Parliament. 
If ministers would,. whenever the Bank 
directors pleased, come to Parliament and 
obtain a law to protect those directors 
against the legal demands of their creditors, 
it might be feared, that in return those 
directors might, at some time or other, give 
ministers such aid as would enable them to 
dispense, for a time at least, with the con- 
currence of Parliament. 

Lord Grenville rose to explain some mis- 
statements of his positions by the noble 
Secretary of State. Particularly, he ob- 
served, he had been completely misundere 
stood in the plan which he suggested for 
giving greater security to private paper. He 
did not at all mean that government seeu- 
rity was to be given to individuals a¢ in 
i793. His plan was this, thet as the indi- 
viduals of the nation were concerned in the 
capital of the whole nation, a general plan 
should be entered upon, under the counte- 
nance of Parliament, to support tbe credit 
of any particular private bank, whose paper 
should be effected by a landing ef the ene- 
my, or any other alarm in the place where 
it was situated, 

Lord Hawkesbury denied, in the mast 
positive terms, that the bill was introduced 
at the request, or even at the suggestion of 
the Bank directors ; but that government had 
brought forward the measure solely from 
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their own conviction of its necessity. 
The bill was then read a third time, and 
afterwards pa ssed. 


_- 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, December 13. 


fMinvures.]—Sir Francis Burdett moved 
the second reading ofthe Pancras Vestr 
and Overseers’ Bill; waich was read a se- 
cond time, and referred to a Select Com- 
mittee.-Mr. Byng brought up a petiiton 
frem certain inhabitants of the parish of 
Pancras against the bill; which was re- 
ferred to: the Committee an the biil, and 
the petitioners ordered to be heard by 
themselves, their council or agents, against 
the bill, &c.—Lord Henry Petty moved that 
the report of the Committee on the petition 
of the Sierra Leona company of the year 
tor, be referred to the Committee appoint- 
ed toconsider their petition presented in the 
present session. Ordered.—-Mr, Hobhouse 
brought up the Mutiny Bill; which was 
read a first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time to-merrow.—Mr. Johnson pre- 
sented at the bar, from the office of the 
chief Secretary for Ireland, an acconnt of 
the amount of Bank*of Ireland notes in 
circulation at the different periods men- 
tioned in the order of the House. Ordered 
to lic on the table, and to be printed.— 
Mr. Hobhouse brought up the report of the 
Committee of supply of yesterday. The 
resolutions were severally agreed to.—A 
message from the Lords informed theHouse, 
that their lordships had agreed to the fol- 
lowing bills without any amendment, viz. 
the Malt Tax, the 5,000,000 Exchequer 
Bills, the Pension Duty, the Qualifica. 
tion Indemnity, the Irish Promissory Note, 
the East-India Bonds, the Irish Sugar Draw- 
back, and the Seamens’ Desertion Bills.— 
Admiral Berkeley brought up a petition 
from the debtors confined in Gloucester 
Castle. Ordered to lie on the table; as 
was also a petition from the debtors in the 
King’s-Bench.—Sir William Elford gave 
notice, that, after the recess, he should 
bring forward a motion, to institute an in- 
quiry into the cause of the dismissal of a 
very respectable individual from office, by 
the commissioners of naval inquiry.—Mr. 
Secretary Yorke brought up an account of 
the numbers of the volunteer corps, gn the 
establishment, in Ireland, and of the num- 
f corps that had been accepted by his 
! seeeeered to lie on the table, and 
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mittee on the Volunteers’ Amendment Bj!] : 
Mr. Seeretary Yorke observed, that: it 
would not be necessary for him to take up 
the time of the Committee, by gomg at 
large into the exposition of the bil! before 
it, which he had fully explained on Satur- 
day. The object he had now in view was 
merely to explain the potnts which it had 
heen found necessary to introduce mio if, 
in order to remove some doubts which ex- 
isted respecting the former acts 
had been entertained respecting the ex- 
emptions which volunteers claimed, and in 
many instances the commandants of corps 
had omitted, from their not being acquaint. 
ed with the provisions of former acts, to 
make the returns: before the day specified 
in those acts, namely, the 2:st of Septem. 
ber, on or before witich the return should 
have been’ made to entitle the individual 
to exemption. There could‘be ho question 
as to the Reserve, because thice per.ods of 
the year were specified for making the re- 
turns, and if they should not be mace be- 
fore the atst of September, they might in 
January. “This first clause, therefore, was 
intended to enable commandants of corps 
tomake returns al any time after the pass: 
ing of the act, to make returns, ana 10 
legalize such as had been made since ne 
21st of September, each of which was t6 
exempt the individual from the ballot for 
the militia, as well as-for the reserve. This 
clause was also to enable commandarts 
of corps to make special returns, where 
the individuals had conformed to the pre 
visions of the act. It had, in meny Mr 
stances, been found utterly ampossidic 
issue the quantity of afms necessary ‘of 'N¢ 
use of the volunteers, and as the terins _ 
the act required that the returns shoul " 
made of men fully armed, equipped, 
accoutred, the commandants had a difseu:ty 
of making the returns where’ the arms hac 
not been issued. But if the individnals hae 
attended with pikes for the purpose, om 
would, in his opinion, be entitled to “4 
returned as properly armed.’ In every as 
stance also, where the quantity of om 
proposed under the act, to be issued pF q 
vernment, which was one quarter © ‘Gh 
number in the inland counties,and one bal} 
the maritime, had been delivered, be co" 
sidered the members of the corps as en’ 
tled to the return, if they attended the “ef 
gular number of days at exercise : ai 
second ciauge, therefore, would autho! +4 
the colonels of ¢orps to make such ed 
returns, where the members had eure 
the full mimbercofdays’ at*drill, mus’: 
and exercise, for the pur 
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trained, even though the arms should not 
have been issued. The second part of the 
bill related to the establishment of unifor- 
mily, in regulations respecting the exemp- 
tions. By the first Volunteer Act only one pe- 
riod was fixed for making thereturn, namely, 
the 25th of March, and five days attend- 
auce previous to that was required to enti- 
tle to the exemption from the militia ballot. 
By the second, three periods were fixed 
for making returns, the ist of January, the 
rst of May, and the rst of September, and 
in each four months previous to each date, 
four days attendance was necessary for the 
cavalry, and eight for the infantry, to give 
a claim to the exemption. From the pre- 
sent situation of the country, it would be 
perceived that the nature of the voluntary 
services under the former act would not 
be effectual, and, therefore, he proposed 
that the same number of days should be 
necessary to entitle to an exemption, as 
well from the militia as from the army of 
reserve, and that it should not be Jess than 
twenty-five. He had stated the object of 
the bill, and as most of rhe amendments 
were verbal, it w-uld not be necessary 
for him to trouble the Commitee on each ; 
he should, therefore, content himself with 
calling their attention to such as should be 
material 

Mr, Pitt said, as far as he could collect 
the provisions of the bill, it was calculated 
to aitain the desired object. Upon one 
part of what was stated by the right hon. 
gent. he could not help animadverting. 
The right hon. gent. seemed to suppose, 
that though a corps might be armed with 
pikes, the commander might have returned 
them properly armed and equipped; he 
(Mr. Pitt thought, on the contrary, that 
if a corps had been raised, and accepted as 
acorps of regular infantry, that the only 
proper arms for such a corps were muskets, 
and that if they were armed with pikes or 
pitchforks, or any other weapon, that the 
commander could not return them as pro- 
perly armed and equipped. With respect 
to another point, he could not conceive 
how it was possible, that a commander 
could return his corps as effective where 
there might be only arms delivered in the 
proporti®n of 25 to 100 men, and he had 
received a letter upon this subject from the 
Secretary of State, expresely stating, that 
no corps could be returned as effective, 
unless the men had had the opportunity 
of learning the use of arms, which pre- 


vented many commanders from precines, | 
ne corps as effective, where they ha 
ou. IV, ; 
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not been supplied with a sufficient quantity 
of arms. 1f 2-4 days attendance under arms 
Was to be considered as sufficient, it must 
follow that in those corps where only a fourth 
part of the requisite number of arms had 
been delivered, that there must be four 
times the number of days of attendance ia 
order to give every one the oportunity of 
learning the use of them. 

Mr. Rose said, he held in his hand a cer- 
tificate which he had given of the corps 
which he commanded, stating, that they 
were perfect in all the manceuvres of light 
infantry, and that they had attended muster 
and exercise three times the number of days 
required, with what arms they could pro- 
cure, none having been furnished them by 
government. This certificate was returned 
by the lord lieut. as insufficient to enable 
them to exemption under the act, who re- 
ferred toa letter from the Sec. of State as his 
authority. The gentlemen of the county, 
however, construed the act more liberally, 
and took care that the corps should be ex- 
empted. As to the description of arms 
which had been alluded to, it would never 
be suid that riflemen were to be armed with 
pikes. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke observed, that if go- 
vernment thought it necessary to alter the 
mode of arming the volunteer corps, and to 
furnish, for instance, the front rank with 
muskets, and the rear rank with pikes, he 
could not perceive that there could be any 
hesitation in the commanders of these corps 
in returning them properly armed and equips 
ped. As to the case of a fourth part only of 
the requisite number ofarms being furnished 
to any corps, he conceived that if sach corps 
had the opportunity, in the course of twenty- 
four days, of learning the use of arms, that 
they might have been returned as effective, 
As to the certificate mentioned by the right 
hon. gent. (Mr. Rose), it was insufficient, 
because it was not in conformity with the act 
of Parliament. 

Mr. Pitt said, he did not wish to prolong 
the discussion, as the bill went to do away 
the doubts which had arisen. With respect, 
however, to what had been said, that any 
arms might be given to.a corps, his objection 
was, that if a corps of infantry was accepted 
as such, without any explanation as to the 
mode of arming, that it must be considered 
that such a corps was to bearmed in the regu- 
lar way with muskets, and that it could not 
be otherwise denominated “ properly armed 
and equipped,” 

Sir William Young thought that some dis- 
are Te gs to be made with respect to 
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exemptions, between those volunteers who 
sa honorably came forward in the first in- 
siance, impelled meiely by their zeal and 
tlieir patriotism, aad those who enrolled 
themselves after the passing of the act for 
making a general array. 
three-fourths of the first class in any district 
came forward, the district was exonerated 
from the compulsory clauses ; these persons 
therefore only commuted one service for an- 
other, and therefore, in his opinion, were 
less entitled to exemptions from the militia 
and the army of reserve, ‘This description 
of volunteers included a great part of the 
peasantry of the country, who might be in- 
duced to enter into the army, whilst the for- 
-mer description of volunteers were wholly of 
a different class, ‘This subject, he thonght, 
deserved serious consideration, and he should 
press it upon the House after the recess. 

. The Attorney General observed, that it 
there were any case in which the lord lieut. 
of any county adopted a mode by which 
some individuals would be released, and the 
burthen of a ballot would be flung upon 
athers, it was one that was not authorized 
either by the legislature or the government of 
the country. Particular cases might admit of 
some partial modification ; but these could 
only extend to things which were not in 
themselves of material import. What he un- 
derstood by persons, being duly armed was 
that their service shoukl have been tendered 
to and accepted of by government, and that 
arms should have been deliversd.to them in 
consequence, As to the simct meanjng of a 
soldier being duly armed, that was a question 
more for a soldier than a lawyer to deter- 
mine, According as he conceived the mean- 
ing of the law, it was requisite that, to ob- 
tain exemption from the militia service, a 
maf should have been disciplined in the use 
of arnis on five distinct or separate days at 
Jeast, and to gain an exclusion from the bal- 
lot under the army of reserve act, it was ne- 
cessary thathe should be at least twenty-four 
days in training to military exercise ; that is, 
that a man should be drilled for such a pum- 
ber of times of. So many separate days with- 
out specifying any particular number of 
hours in each day, or supposing by any 
means4hat he was to be kept the entire of 
each day atexercise. Goyernment, it ap- 
peated to kim, would have a right to exer- 
cisetheir own discretion asto the number or 


Sea eet epeties of arms which they 
should issue. d 
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armament, until a sufficient’ number of 


muskets were in readiness to be issued : how. 
ever, they had afterwards become more gee 
nerally adopted. 

Dr. Laurence stated that he differed ma- 
terially from the right hon. and learned gent, 
who spoke last but one (the Attorney Gene- 
ral), and that that rt. hon, gent. also differed 


inaterially from himself on a former occasion, . 


when stating his opinion on the subject 
which was now under discussion, Pikes 
were said to have been originally brought 
into use only as a temporary sort of arma- 
ment, till others were procured ; therefore 
any deviation from that must be irregular. 
As to the other case, namely, where 25 
stand of arms only were issued for 100 men, 
the commandant would then by law, that is, 
if he acted according to the strict construc- 
tion of the act, be under the necessity of 
giving acertificate of service to every indi- 
vidual ,according as each completed the num- 
ber of drill days which was required before 
he could obtain an exemption. From the 
hurry with which acts of Parliament were 
frequently drawn up, inaccuracies must un- 
avoidably occur sometimes in the manner 
in which they were framed ; but it would 
be adangerous principle to admit that, on 
account of the necessity which existed ior 
their alteration, .the laws could be dispensed 
with on any account whatever ; and in each 
of the cases to which he had alluded the Jaw 
should have been more strictly adhered to. 

Lord Granville Leveson Gower stated that, 
in the county of Stafford, three weeks ago, not 
a single firelock had been received from °° 
vernment for the volunteer corps, 

Mr. Sccretary Yorke stated, that orders had 
been given to provide arms for the voluntect 
corps, but it was thought necessary to ur 
nish them jn the maritime counties first. 

Mr. Tierney thought a distinction ought (0 
be taken upon the subject of arms. Wit 
corps made their offers of service, they gene 
rally stated what: they would provide t we 
selves, and what they expected governme? 
to furnish. A corps that he was See 
with, had stated that. the would ‘pain 
themselves with clothing and other articles, 
and that they expected government (0 fur- 
nish arms and ammunition. By ars Ys 
certainly meant muskets, but if et 
thought proper to send arms ot di pig 
description, for instance, pikes, he should co 

ei) ‘ould be yoperly 
ceive that such a corps would be Pp! i 
armed. Asto the case ofonly a certain pr 
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a 
might exercise with a musket, twenty-four 
different times in 24 days, so as to be re- 
turned as effective, and that for the purpose 
of the return it was of no consequence whe- 
ther there were 25 muskets or 100. ‘To il- 
lustrate this, he would suppose a case of five 
learned doctors having only one 
amongst them, yet if they all perased the 
brief, each would consider himself entitled 
to a fee. 

Di. Laurence contended, that there was 
no analogy in the case cited by the hoo. gent. 
As to pikes, they could not, he said, be con- 
sidered as proper arms in the cases mention- 
ed. Upon that part of the bill which related 
to the namber of days of attendance, 

Mr. ose observed, that there were some 


brief 


volunteers who were paid for 85 days, and- 


others on!y for 24; he thought it, therefore, 
not just that the former should only be re- 
quiredto attend 24 days for the purpose of 
being exempted. He wished also that some- 
thing should be done to enforce discipline ; 
he had heard of some irregularities com- 
mitted, and he thought they ought to be 
checked. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that asthe law now 
stood, voluntéers were equally exempted’ in 
complying with the act by attending iwenty- 
four days. As to enforcing discipline, his 
majesty had the power of making regulatious 
for that purpose, and it was, perhaps, unne- 
cessary to pass another act upon the subject, 
as it was highly desirable that too miany re- 
gulations might not be made. ‘There was a 
great improvement in the present sysiem over 
that of last war, as the volunteers were pow 
liable to be called out to meet the enemy, 
which they then were not. 

Mr. Rose again contended, that these vo- 
lunteers, who were paid for 85 days, ought 
not to be allowed an exemption for attending 
24. He was well aware, he said, that his 
Majesty had the power of making regulations 
with respect to the discipline of the volun- 
teer corps, . bat his Majesty had not the 
power of imposing fines for irregularity of 
conduct. 

Mr, Secretary Yorke said, that volunteers 
would only be paid for the number of days 
they actually attended ; and as to irregula- 
rity, any person misconducting himself might 
be expelled with disgrace from the corps to 
which he belonged, in which case he would 
be entitled to no exemption. 

Mr, Giles said, that the. bill now before 
the Commitiee went to alter.the pamber of 
cifective men. At present, every man who 
appeared, properly armed and accoutred,, 
five days, was entitled to exemption from 
the militia ; and if he appeared for 24 days, 
properly armed and accoutred, he was cn- 
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titled to exemption from the army of reserve. 
The object of this bill was to make, an alte- 
ration in that which made the volunteers ef- 
fective men, and if this was done without the 
consent of the volunteer, it was a breach of 
good faith with such aman. If this bill 
passed in the ferm in which it stood now, 
the condition of the volunteer was to be al- 
tered byit: he had not what was promised 
to him when he entered, and therefore this 
measure was a breach of good faith towards 
him, and ibat by Parliament ; geod faith 
ought to be strictly observed by every body, 
but more especially by Parliament. It was 
extremely important io observe, that ip this 
volunteer service there was at prescnt.no sort 
of discipline in this great body, except the 
terms on which they had been accepted. 
Many of them had discipline within them- 
selves, and which they observed for their 
own regulation and internal arrangement; 

but if Parliament interfered to impose on 
them some discipline to which they did not 
agree at the time their services were accept- 
ed, it woald do that which it had no right 
to do, because it was altering the condition 
on which the volunteers entered, and they 
were eatitled to insist on the terms.on which 
they entered ; and here he could not help 
saying, that part of the speech of the right 
hon. gent. under the gallery (ir. Rose) ap- 

peared to him to haye a mischievous tenden- 

cy, becauseit wentto favour that breach gf 
faith. Jt was impossible, without breaking 

the condition on which the volunteer en- 

tered, to alier any of it, or to subject, him 

to any thing else without breach of faith. It 

was said to be desirable to put the volunteers 

with the regiments of the line. That was 

indeed the case of those who might. be called 

out under the defence act, but.il was express- 


ly otherwise with regard to the volunteers ; 


for Parliament bad expressly declared that 
the volunteers should not be called uppn.jo 
join the regiments of the line, and, to - 
otherwise now would be to violate the faith 
which was the basis of the volunteer service ; 
and if it was persisted in to make that alterg- 
tion, the engagement between government 
and the volu teers was dissolved ; and if mea- 
sures of this kind were tobe insisted iy 
was afraid the country would be deprived pf 
a great deal of service it inight otherwige 
have. ‘The volunteers were an immense bo- 
dy of men, and they were, of course, very 
aitentive to what passed cdncerning public 
affairs, and particalarly respecting them- 
selves; and care should be taken 10 brig 
nothing forward that .was inconsistent wijh 
the fuih which Parliament had ( 


pledged itself 
to keep towards them, He was, however, 
*Hhh2 | ’ 
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éonfident, that ‘tinistets' would not’ counte- 
nance, not Would Parliament pass, any mea- 
sure that was ‘Contrary to good faith, in any 
shape or on &ny'condition. There had been 
a great deal said some time ago on the sub- 
ject of a breach of faith with respect to pro- 
petty, and he wished the House-to be as at- 
tentive to the question of a breach of faith 
respecting liberty. 

Mr. ‘Secretary Yorke said, he could not 
sce the clause now in discussion in the light 
in which the learned gent. viewed it: he 
did not see how it could be considered as a 
breach of faith. This was a remedial bill, to 
exempt volunteer corps from certain hard- 
ships to which they were at present exposed 
under the strict letter of the Jaw. It was 
not intended by it to do any thing unfa- 
vourable to the volunteers. This clause was 
prospective ; it was not intended to take 
place until after the Ist day of May next, But 
with regard to the exemption of volunteers, 
it was to take place immediately. The other 
part would in truth be as if Parliament never 
made any alteration in the law respecting 
these volunteers, and the learned gent. in- 
sisted onit, that Parliament had no right 
to make ‘any alteration in the Jaw in this 
‘Tespect; that "he would never admit. The 
fact was, that. it would be in the power of 
those volunteers to'dissolve, who should not 
like this Hew regulation ; they might quit 
the service if they did not approve of it, and 
“did not choosé‘to continue ; the only con- 
sequence would then be, that they would 
“have ho exemption, bat would be subject to 
be ballotted for the militia, or the army of 
‘reserve,’ and the deficiency which might 
‘thus be created in the corps must be filled up 
out of the classes specified in the defence act: 
but'the alteration proposed, he apprehended, 
‘would’ not ‘have the:desired effect, for the 
‘number ‘of days of attendance’ being limited 

“to ‘five, was’ applicable to a time of peace, 
whereas thé measure must’now be adapted to 
“a tithe of Wars |<. ae") 

Sir William Young considered the volun- 
“teers” As’ into two’ classes.: Those 
whith '¢ame wider the regulations of the 42d 
“of the ‘Ritig, "and ‘those under the act ot the 


“asd of the Kitz. ° The first he considered bs 
volunteers supésior, in consideration of their 
Offers) to Thé se: ; for the first came for- 


“wad without"ay view, expectation, hope 
‘or idea! OF any exemption -whatever. ‘Fhe 
‘sédond; “althou la ‘Not Mean to dis- 
* piite their spirit; zeal} or patrioti¢m, -yet th 
atee forweed Ao apa ‘under thé idea ae 
ee tation ‘of ituty—to'be: exempt ° from 
tallitaryoduties that would” have been 
inpesed Upon them by” law, the wAimy of 


a 
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Resetve, “Militia and Defence “Act; he 
therefore subniitted the propriety of making 
some ‘distinction between these two classes 
of voluntéers, 

Fhe Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the hon. baronet alluded particularly to the 
volunteers of the county of Buckingham, 
who had acted much to their credit, in 
coming forward as they did without claim. 
ing any exemption; but he could not allow 
of any distinction between the volunteers 
of this county, either as to those who en- 
tered previous to the war or subsequent to 
the war. Distinctions between men actuated 
by such noble motives were invidious. It 
should not be insinuated, that al! the volun- 
teers did not enter from one motive—the 
glorious one of defending their country, 
and to preserve its honour. He did there- 
fore beg leave to vindicate the volunteers 
who entered since this war, as well as those 
who were in that character before it. Their 
having become volunteers was purely volun- 
tary ; they had no conception of what they 
are now entitled to by the Act of Parlia- 
ment; it was impossible they should, for 
the great bulk of them had entered before 
that clause in the act had been so much as 
mentioned, or even hinted at. It was no 
motive of commutation of duty or exemp- 
tiom that induced the volunteers to come 
forward : no! it was a spontaneous burst 
of genuine zeal in their country’s cause, 
uninixed with any thing selfish, uncontam!- 
nated with any thing impure; it was 2 
glowing spirit of patriotism, that made 


- them rush forward in the service of their 


country. This wasnathing more thon was 
due to them from him as a member of ad- 
ministration, and, unless he was much de- 
ceived, would be paid to’them by that coua- 
try which they were enrolled to serve. 
Having paid this small and well-deserved 
tribute to the volunteers, he could not help 
sayinig he concurred entirely im the sent! 
the Jearned gent. (Mr. 


was confident that no man in the House, 


| or in the country, would be less disposed 


to: eountenance’ a breach. of good faith in 


any’ case than his right hon. friend (Mr. 


Yorke.) The truth wasthat’ in this c\® 
he-did “not: depart from goodcfaith, for fd 
though five days were'sufficient'to eom" 


| vgluhteers to exemptiow trom the militia, 


and :24.ftom the army oof reserve, yet shat 


* 4. “ y ? he 
was the tegulation in:time of peace, and 
proposed: that \ the attendance should be 


:wWas not 
n ‘should 


of May 






‘propused, however) that the alteratio 
begia to -operate-umiil the month 
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next ; and even then no yolunteer would 
be bound by it, for thén every volunteer 
would have the option whether he would 
continue asa volunteer or not; and it- was 
for the House to consider, whether it was 
worth while to make this proposition for the 
sake of changing the number of days of 
attendance from five to twenty-four days, 
He owned he thought that the improve- 
ment that this was likely to introduce into 
discipline would be worth the experiment, 
and that the more especially when he re- 
flected that volunteers now by their own 
consent met a greater number of days than 
were here proposed. But what he rose 
chiefly for was, to claim on behalf of all the 
volunteers of this country every credit that 
was due to their zeal, patriotism, and inde- 
pendence, and that there was no invidious 
distinction to be made between them. The 
House would determine whether this differ- 
ence of time was to be adopted. 

Mr. Rose said, that the learned gent. (Mr. 
Giles) referred in so particular a manner 
to what he had said, that he was under the ne- 
cessity of saying a few words in his own 
vindication. ‘he learned gent. had imputed 
to him: a mischievous speech ; now, said 
Mr. Rose, whether my speech or the speech 
of the learned gent. was most likely to pro- 
duce mischief, I leave to the Committee to 
determine; and I trust I may leave that 
matter safely there. He seemed to insinu- 
ate that my speech was against the volun- 
teers. There isnot one man in this coun- 
try more a friend from his heart to the 
volunteers of it than myself. There is no 
Spot -near or in the neighbourhood ef my 
house in which there dwells one map who 
is not a volunteer. Two corps in my neigh- 
bourhvod are commanded by relations cf my 
own, and a third corpsis raised by myself : 
1 therefore leave it, on these facts, to the 
Committee to judge whether I am against 
the volunteer system. What I meant was 
to have them as perfect in their discipline, 
SO as to render them as efficient as possible, 
not through the medium of a breach of 
good faith, for that Iam as much an enemy 
to as the learned gent. ; and upon that sab- 
ject the right hon. gent. has removed every 
shadow of difficulty, by saying, that if the 
alteration should take place, such volunteers 
Who disapprove of it shall be at liberty to 
withdraw, Having quoted the provision of 
the statute of the last session of: Parliament 
upon this subject, the right hon, gent, con- 
cluded with saying, that both as a° member 
of Parliament, “and asa magistrate and 
Country gent., and in’ every ‘situation, he 
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the volunteer system, and therefore he could 
not help feeling himself hurt, by having im- 
puted to him a mischievous speech. 

Mr, Gi/es disclaimed all idea of imputing 
to theight hon. gent. any intention of cre- 
ating mischief by his speech, but he did 
think that jt, would have that tendency but 
for the explanation which followed. He 
was glad he had started this conversation, 
because it had produced a declaration hat 
wou'ld do away any uneasiness. which the 
volunteers might have felt on the subject of 
alteration in the terms of their continuance 
as abody, but now it was openly declared 
that no alteration could ever take place in 
the terms on which they entered, without 
affording them the option to withdraw if 
they disapproved of such alterations, losing, 
of course, by so doing, all the exemptions 
they are now entitled to. Such a declara- 
tion was necessary to be made, for. it set 
at rest much uneasiness that might have fol- 
lowed, 

The Altorney-General observed, that. so 
much had been said on the matter of exemp- 
tion of volunteers, it was needless for him 
to add any thing, especially, as upon that 
subject there was no difference of, opinion. 
Now, as that was the leading and the only 
part of this bill that was pressing in point of 
time, he should. submit to- his, sight. bon. 
friend, whether the remaining, part: .of ,the 
bill might pot as well be deferred. until after 
the recess, to allow gentlemen..time {o,turp 
it in their minds, and to prepare, for. its 
future discussioa, for it was not, proposed 
that that part of the bill should begin..to 
operate until the month of, May next, If 
any thing that amounted to a/ breach of good 
faith could possibly be proposed,.which, he 
was assured there could not, by any. mem- 
ber of administration, he was sure the House 
would never assent to it, but. perhaps. there 
was no use in dwelling on this measure 
further now, if his. right hoa, friend would 
adopt his suggestion, in postponing the lat- 
ter part of the bill. ' 

General. Norion said, it was a fact, that the 
last Volunteer Act clashed, withthe army of 
reserve. If that, act had not passed, the 
50,000 men would bave been Jong. since 
completed, boot jij ta 

TheChaneellor of the Exchequer, in farther 
reply to Sir W. Young, begged, Jeave most 
complerely: to. differ from the sight hon. ba- 
ronet; as. he was thoroughly conyinged,that 
the volunteers, instead ot taking anyadvas- 
tage of therr, situation, were, ‘upon all.ccea- 
sions, actuated bythe purest and noblest.mo- 
tives of loyalty, patriotism, and public spirit ; 


had been a friend and zealous supporter of | they weroa body’ of’ men whese yalour and 
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disinterestedness conferred an honour on 
themselves, and shed a lustre on their coun- 
try :—to see men of rank, independence, 
and elevated characters enrol!ing themselves 
in the ranks of their country, was, 10 iis opi- 
nion, a circumstance which conferred the 
greatest honour on any age or nation, 

Sir IV. Hynne said a tew words on the 
danger of giving the volunteers the option 
of withdrawing their services. 

Mr. Pattison said, ihat in the last war he 
had a corps of 150 men. Qn calling them 
together in April last, when he got. permis- 
sion to raise a second corps of 350 men, he 
found that 80 of them had entered into the 
ixing’s service, oiuce that, several had gone 
in the same manner, either into his Majesty's 
service, or as substitutes into the militia, the 
supplementary militia, or the army of re- 
serve; and though he might have some re- 
gret at losing a good soldier, he never thought 
himself at liberty tointerfere to detain them. 
This was a proof that the voluntecr system, 
instead of impeding, assisted the recruiting 
service: so far as to the men, now how was 
the fact as to the officers? This touched him 
more nearly, as it atlected his own family, 
His eldest son, who had been one of his of- 
ficers, had gone into the East Norfolk mi- 
Jitia; his second son, whom he was educat- 
ing with the greatest care, to assist him in 
his commercial pursuits, had conceived so 
strong a partiality for a military life, and for 
the King’s service, that he held himself un- 
der the necessity of yielding to it. He was 
one of his ensigns, and had never conceived 
any notion of a military life, till the corps 
had been ordered to Yarmouth; and now 
he had written to him in a most pressing 
manner to obtain hini a commissivn in the 
King’s service, and he would be much 
obliged to the hon. Secretary if he would 
procure him one. 

Colonei Craufurd said, it was true a pri- 
vate may be turned out of bis corps for im- 
pertinence to his officers; if he was to be 
turned ont by his officer, the case was clear ; 
but if it were te be done by the Committee, 
it should be recollected, that the majority of 


. that committee would be privates. 


- Mr. Yorke thought it.would be a very dif- 
ficuit matter indeed to define the precise 


_gnantum of assistance to be given to the 


wives and famulies of such velunteers as were 
Sent on actual , service, as that must depend 
99 a.variety of circumstances ; it must be 
. Hrst ascertained who stood in need of any as- 
_ sistance at all; then, whether those tamuilies, 
wha | . t assistance, were wholly depend- 
ent on the professional exertions or manual 
Tabour of those: persons’ gent om actual ser- 
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vice ; then the quantum of assistance to be 
atforded such families, which must vary ad 
infinitum, according tothe number and help. 
less state of such families, &c. &c.—Such has 
been the ditheulty of ascertaining this poixt, 
that even tn the constitutional «militia, where 
such provisions were always made, it de- 
peaded on the time of absence and interrup- 
tion from business, as it frequently happened, 
after devoting part of the day to drill, they 
apply the remainder of the day to business, 
which would consequently diminish, in pro- 
portion, the assistance his family was to re- 
ceive from government, &c.. these various 
points required the most mature deliberation, 
as they were extremely intricate, and should 
not be precipitated through the House.— 
‘The report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 


—_—— a ee. + ee 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesdoy, December 14. 

(Mrxures1}.—Counsel was heard at some 
length in an appeal cause, Keighley, v. the 
East-IndiaCompany, The further hearing was 
ordered for Friday next.—The Earl of Suffolk 
informed their lordslups, that he wished to ce- 
liver his sentiments on the bill, which he ua- 
derstood was now before the other House, re- 
speciing the services of the volunteer corps. He 
therefore should take the opportunity, when 
that bill was introduced, to deliver his sent 
ments upon it, most probably on [ridsy. 
—Phe Lord Chancellor observed, that it 
would give him much satisfaction to hear the 
sentiments of the noble Jord ont hat day. 
—The Irish Habeas Corpus Suspension bill 
was read a third time, passed, and a message 
was ordered to be sent to the Commons, &~ 
Several otner 
bills were also passed, after wlrich their lord- 
ships adjourned untt] to-morrow. 


a A A 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, December 14. 
[Minures.]—A message from the — 
intormed the house, that their lordships 


& ° . BR, 
agreed to the Engli-h Bank Restriction Bill, 


the bills for suspending the Habeas adm 
Act, and authorising trials by martial ae 
Ireland, the English Promissory Note th 
the bill for preventing distillation trom ¥ 
in Ireland, the biil for bonding Jorge 
wines, the Irish Crop Exportation Bul, Re- 
Sugar Drawback Bill, and the Curals> 
liet Bill. Qn the motion of Mr. Hobhoust, 


4 “¢ ae nd time, a0 
the Mutiny Bil was read aseco of Feb 








, | t 
Qa the motion of Mr. Gorry, the house Ww 
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intoa Committee of Supply, in which 21,600). 
Irish currency, beiog the annual sum, was 
granted for the service of the trustees of the 
Linen Board in Ireland. |The report was 
ordered to be received to-morrow and the 
Committee to set again on Friday.—Mr. 
Vansittart presented an account of the 
amountof the sums paid tor premiums and 
bounties under the act of +1 George III. 
for the better supplying the markets of 
London and Westminster with fish. Or- 
dered to lie on the table. — Lord Heary 
Petty moved that the Committee, to 
which the petition of the Sierra Leona 
Company was referred, have leave to. sit 
notwithstanding the adjournment; and 
al-o that the -said Committee have leave to 
report their observations. Agreed to. In 
answer to Mr. Rose, who wished to know 
whether there was any report from the naval 
othcers connected with the settlement, Lord 
Henry Petty stated, that a naval officer, 
who had been along time on the station, 
had been examined before the Committee, 
(Army or Resenve.] — Mr. Secretary 
Yorke thought it right, before gentlemen 
separated for the recess, to pat the House 
in possession ef an accurate return of the 
Army of Reserve, the number raised, the num- 
ber rejected, those that had deserted, those 
that died, those that were effective, and those 
deficient.—In making this statement there 
would be room to admire the exertions the 
counties had made, though of late those ex- 
ertons had rather fallen off. ‘The exertion 
was at first so great, that within six weeks 
no less a number than 26,740 men were 
raised. The total number raised on the 2ist 
Nov. the latest day to which the returns were 
made up, was 26,007 in England and Wales. 
Of these 642 had been rejectej, 70 were 
dead, 777 had deserted, 25,500 were eflec- 
tive, and a deficiency of 8,000 still remain- 
ed to be made up by England and Wales. 
Ju Scotland the namber raised was 5,500. 
in Ireland it was upwards of 6.000. Stiil a 
considerable deficiency remsined ; yet put- 
ting it out of the ques:ion, whether this was 
the best mode of raising a defensive force, 
it must be allowed that it had supplied in a 
very short time a great pumber of men. 
This retara, therefore, was thought useful, 
ia Order to stimulate the coiinties to complete 
their numbers ; and he should move, that 
by the time the House should meet again, 
another retarn should be made, by which it 
would be“seén’ in what proportion the 
guotas of the different counties were com- 
plete or imperfect. He concluded with 


moving,* that there be laid before the House 
a9: accunt ‘of the numlfer. of men raised for 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec, 13.—Jolunteer Exemption Bul. 





The hop. gentlemen did bot choose \9 lose | 


[1854 


the royal army of reserve, distinguishing the 
counties, these who had bsea rejected, those 
who died, those who werg etfective and pre- 
sent, together with the numbers due, includ- 
ing casualties. — Ordered, 


[VoLUNTEER FXEMPTION Britt.]—On 
the order of the day being read, that this 
bili be read a third time, 

Mr. /Vindham said, he was much grieved, 
that by not being present in the House the 
night before, he had lost the opportunity of 
offering some suggestions, which would, he 
conceived, materally have improved the bill. 
Hedid not expect that the Report would have 
been brought up before this day, and as it 
Was competent to offer any improvements 
that occurred, upon the report, he bad beea 
less anxious to attend in his place yesterday. 
It was true, that Reports were, in eases of 
urgency, immediately received: but this was 
not a case of urgency; and the present mi- 
nisters ought to have known more than any 
other men the propriety of leaving every 
measure before-the House for as long a time 
as possible. ‘The very bill which they now 
pressed forward so unnecessarily, arose from 
that hasty spirit of legislation which left in 
every act doubts and ambiguities requiring 
further acts to remove them. The hon. 
gentlemen seemed particalarly prone to this 
course of proceeding. ‘They were fond of driv- 
ing to an inch, of running every thing to 
the last moment, The consequence was, as 
it necessarily must be, that being obliged tw 
act in a hurry, whatever they did was crude, 
ill considere d, and full of mistakes. There 
were two modes, Dr. Johnson had observed, 
of composition; one in which the several 
parts received from the writer, before they 
issued from his mind, all the perfection which 
he hoped to give to them; the other, in 
which they were committed to paper io the 
first instance to be improved by subsequent 
correction. The hon. gentlemen, by the 
circumstances in which they placed them- 
selves so constantly, seemed to prefer the 
latter of these modes. They threw down 
their first loose thoughts in an act of Pariia- 
ment, trusting to future consideration and 
experience to bring them to something of 4 
better shape. An ‘act of Patliament was 
their foul copy, in which it did not signify 
how many faults thefe were, as the Legisla- 
ture would be able afterwards to set them 
right. Their preference to this modé was 
founded, he supposed, upon the observation 
of the poet, that poets sper 
Lost half the praise they should hve got, 

Were it but known, what they discreet y blot. 
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this praise. They chose to compose in 
public ; and to have full credit both for their 
first conceptions, and for the svccessive im- 
provemenis which changed them often to 
something utterly unlike what they had been 
origina'ly, Though by this course of pro- 
ceeding of the hon, gentlemen in the present 
instance, he had lost the opportunity of 
suggesting his amendment in a stage when 
it might have been received, he should ne- 
vertheless mention it, with a view to occa- 
sions, when the volunteer system might be 
again under discussion. It was in fact, 
however, no more than what he had already 
urged ou more occasions than one, viz. the 
putting a stop to exemptions with respect to 
those who should enter into volunteer corps 
in future. To abolish those already subsist- 
ing was, he was aware, difficult, and might 
perhaps be impossible. Certainly it ought 
not to be attempted, if it could not be put 
upon a footing to make it consistent with 
good faith. Bat the granting such exemp- 
tions in futnre, and continuing by design 
what had got a place in the system only by 
chance and against the intention of its au- 
thors, was a proceeding for which no ration- 
al motive could be assigned, and which he 
could not hear without great surprize as 
well as concern, was to make part of the 
preset bill. What he had forther to object 
being of asort, which could not have been 
conected’ by an amendment or clause was 
as proper’ (or more proper), to be urg- 
ed on that day as on the day before. It was 
an objection to the whole system. While 
the right of exemption produced the effect 
on the one hand of defrauding the army, the 
army of reserve and the militia, by contract- 
ing the population, from which they were 
to be supplied, itoppressed the whole coun- 
try, and particularly the lower orders, toa 
degree the most grievous, and by means the 
most intolerable that were ever admitted de- 
liberately, into the institutions of any state. 
Where did any one ever hear, except as 
matter of complaint and reprobation, of a 
power such as that vested-in the Jeaders of 
volunteer corps, whether one or many, of 
deciding arbitrarily and without appeal, who 
should or should not be hiable to a ballot, 


the effects of which would be to the persons. 


on whom it might fall, a fine of 40 or 50 gui- 
neas? ‘These were sams which to the bulk of 
those who might be liable to them, would be 
nating Jee ban absolute ruin; at the same 
time that it might be equally ruin to them 
to quit their trades and their families and to 


: ome &.° service of five years, 2s sol- 
. diers., Such 2 power lodged in the hands of 


@ conmmandant where the consiiiution of the 


PARL. DEBATES, Dec. 14.—Voluntacr Exemption Bill. 


[185¢ 


corps was monarchical, or in a committee 
or sub-committee, where its form was re. 
publican or democratical, would rank here. 


those most famous in history—with the dis- 
pensing power or powers of granting indul- 
gences. It was not that this power was ap- 
plied abusively or oppressively, in many or 
perhaps in any instances, at present; but it 
could hardly fail to be so in the end, and in 
the meai-while must be considered as one 
wholly out of the course of all ordinary pro- 
ceedings, and for which it was hardly possi- 
ble to find a fit depositary. Such a power 
must however somewhere exist, supposing 
the privilege of exemption to continue: for 
it was impossible to imagine, that every one 
could be allowed to enter into a volunteer 
corps that pleased: and he or they, who 
had the power of admission or rejection, 
must possess the power here spoken of, im- 
proper and unsafe as that power might be. 
The only remedy was, either to abolish ex- 
emptions, or to abolish volunteer corps. It 
seemed hardly possible to correct the evil by 
regulation. Nor was it to be conceived, 
that such evil had now become small, be- 
cause the greater part of the militia and 
army of reserve were raised, and ballots of 
consequence to the same extent were no 
longer wanted. To the same extent they 
certainly would not be wanted ; but it must 
be considered at the same time, that they 
would have to operate upon diminished 
numbers : so that to supply and maintain the 
present force, that is to say, to make good 
what was then wanting, and afterwards o 
maintain the whole (for which latter pu 
pose too, as was obvious, more would be re: 
quired the larger was the force already 15- 
ed), would render these ballots perhaps not 
much less burthensome than they had been 
at any preceding period.—-So much as 0 the 
oppression of this system, armed as it was 
with a power such as he had described, 
which the present bill both confirmed and 
extended, and which it seemed extremely 
difficult to take away. Its injurious er 
on all the other species of force he must st 

maintain, notwithstanding the specious sta! 
ments made on the other side. First, 48 val 
the fact. Whatever the numbers might be, 
produced by recruiting during the last seve? 
months, as compared with the produce of - 
equal number of months during an antece- 
dent period, and however small the propel” 
tional dimininution which 4 to og 
taken in. the fatter instance, 
must still insist upon some strong 2°” 
hard: facts, namely, that in many Feo 





ments the return per month was not 
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than two, and sometimes pot’so much : -and 
that in-one.of the iargest recruiting districts, 
couprising many €xteusive and not. unfa- 
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| such as he had enumerated, and were. ob- 
| vious to every one’s observation, must not 
| have some effect in checking the progress of 


! 
vourabic counties, the rate of recruiting per | recruiting. To take only one; could any 


month was not more than’ seven or eight, 
Now; when this was so, jet the gross num- 
bers be what they would, he must contend 
that recruiting was nearly at a stand, taking 
the question upon the footing on which it 
ought to be taken, as a compartson between 
the supply and consumption, between what 
was gained to the army in recruits, and 
what was lost by desertion, death, invalid- 
ing, and discharges. But, next, as to the 
reasoning. Proportion, which the hon. gen- 
tlemen dwelt so much upon, that is to say, 
the proportionate abatement in the numbers 
at that time recruiied, compared with those 
recruited in eave il periods formerly, was not 
that on which the question properly turned, 
Proportion in abstract quantities had place 
among. the smallest as perfectly as among 
the greatest. If the hon gentlemen had a 
mind to be very deeply learned, they might 
tell us of the proportion of one notbing to 
another nothing ; and such a consideration 
would be very far from inapplicable to much 
of their recruiting. Bat in common con- 
cerns they must apply to proportion, whut 
is said of law, de minimis non curat lex. 
If a regiment, which formerly recruited 
three a month, now recruited two, you were 
not, obliged to say, that recruiting in that 
regiment t had declined one- third, nor on the 


other, hand. could you be entitled to. say, | 


that it shad declined only one-third. Such 

variations would, happen by. chance, and. by 
a Jaw consequently wholly diticrent from 
that ef proportion. .No conclusion, there- 
fore, could be. drawn from such instances 
separately .considered:, and, if, a.judgment 
wete to be, fonmed, ;as. it ought to be, from 
the whole State of,facts taken toge ther, ot 
would be the.wery reverse of that meant. to 
be established by. the hon. gentlemen ;, who, 
instead, of saying: ‘the’ recruiting. during the 
existence.of, these, causes, (yiz: the immense 
bounties, the great extent of the ,militia 
forge ;.. the. 400,000 men locked up as” yo- 
lunteersy .&c, &¢.) has been so and 50; 
therefore,these causes have'not operated to 
its, disadvantage, ‘ought to.say, *the recruit- 
ing being .whatit isy notwithstanding ihe 
operation .of, hese,ca uses, which, must have 
acted so, powertully. against )it., what, would 
it nothave, b had shese, been, removed, 
and other new, causes, which must, be, pre- 
sumed,to haye azisen, have been left to,pro- 
duce their, natural effect ?). This, 
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man in his senses suppose, that with fifty 
guineas ottered for service in the army of re- 
serve, men would go on to center for the 
line, at a bounty of five or ten, iv the same 
manner as if no such competition existed ? 
If the recruiting, therefore, kept.up to near- 
ly its former amount, as was contended by 
the hon. gentlemen, there must have been 
something to counteract the effect of these 
impediments ; and this something it was not 
difficult to find.. It was a state of war; it 
was the threat of invasion; it was the su#- 
mulus of the compulsory service; the dis- 
charge of numbers of workmen in conse- 
quence of temporary checks to trade; the 
general military spirit, that filled and ani- 
mated e®try part of the country. These 
circumstances were of force sufficient to up- 
hold, to a certain degree, the recruiting ser- 
vice, even in spite of the causes which tend- 
ed to depress and to annihilate it. How far 
might they not have carried it, had there 
been nothing on the other side to counter- 
act their effects ?—The objection, therefore, 
to the volunteer system as contributing with 
other causes, to destroy the recruiting of the 
army, continued in full force, even admit- 
ting the statements of the hon, gentlemen ; 
and. he must continue to urge these objec- 
tions,.even though he should be asked, as 
he was the other night, ,why he wou!d per- 
sist in decrying a system, which, whether 
right, or. wrong, was now fixed aid incapa- 
ble of being altered. His answer was, that 
it was not fixed, but must, on the contrary, 
and infallibly would, and that, at no distant 
period, come again under revision ; ; and that 
it was with a view to that period, that these 
observations were made; that the cefccis of 
this, system were such as would never suffer 
it to go.on long. as it was; and that, if 
other causes -were wanting, the very failure 


of its funds must soon bring. it again before 


Parliament. . Unless Parliamént greased the 
wheels the machine. aust soon stand. ‘still, 
He wished, therefore, that before that time, 
gentlemen “woulo prepared | with’ ‘their 
opinions on the several Parts of the gor, 
sure ; “would consider pee far the é ni 
tions were palit fie Ae far th irts abje ted” 
to might b eA rid ‘of ; Ht 
hag of 51. at, aT eh iff co ati 
uld not, sri y be hig cast, ina’ 
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before the House. I hope, however, [ shall 


be permitted to express for the first, and | 


perhaps the last time, my sentiments upon 
it. ‘There are many points of the right 
hon. gentleman’s speech on which I wish to 
make a few observations. The right hon. 
gent. and his associates; in speaking of the 
volunteers, always ground what they say oa 
a solitary instance. In the course of his 
speech, the right hon. gent. stated, that the 
subscriptions which have been raised to pay 
the expense of the formation of the corps of 
volunlee:s would scon be exhausted, and 
that then they will be obliged to call on 
government to give them assistance for their 
tuture maintenaace. Nothing can be more 
fatile than this observation. In the first 
place, 1 conceive that the right hon. gent. is 
completely misinformed in supposing, that 
subscriptions of the nature which be men- 
tioned are raised at all for the formation of 
corps of volunteers. I believe that there are 
many instances to the contrary; and I can 
assure the House, as one instance, that, to- 
wards the formation of a large corps which 
TI have the honour and the happiness to 
command, there has been no subscription at 
all. The men were actually clothed out of 
the allowance made by government, with a 
very inconsiderable addition; and I feel a 
pride in stating, that not the smallest objec- 
tion has been made by one individual to 
clothing of that description. It was not 
cloth at forty shillings a yard, to be sure, 
but the corps was extremely contented, and 
were not quite of an unsoldier-like appear- 
ance. Where there have been subscriptions, 
{ conceive that they were directed principal- 
ly to this object, and [ am therefore at a loss 
to conceive how government need appre- 
hend, even in the most distant perspective, 
fhat any call will be made on the public 
purse to afford any assistance, especially as 


it was generally understood that the clothing | 


was to last three years.—The right hon. 
gentleman has asserted, that no less a bounty 
than 501. per man has been given to substi- 
tutes for the army of reserve. Gentlemen 
on the other side of the House were fond of 
adverting to the solitary instance of the me- 
tropolis. ‘To that fact 1 cannot speak ; but 
I can assert, .from my own knowledge, that 
in the county in which I reside, the price 
of a substitute is never more than 25 guineas, 
some times 20, and the average is 22.—In the 
same way, the right hon. gent. has argued 
oun the subject of committees. A solitary 
instance was stated on a former night, of a 
corps heing governed by a commitice. Ab 
uno disce omnes, is hardly a fair way of 


judging. — IT have se 


eo Many corps of volun- 
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teers, and have heard of more, but I know 
of no such regulations. The system is a 
bad one; nothing should induce me to hold 
any commission in such a corps, or to have 
any thing to do with it. It is an unfair 
mode of arguing, to infer, that because there 
was one solitary instance, it must be the ge- 
neral description of volunteer corps. I have, 
indeed, read such arguments of late, but I 
lutle expected to have heard them urged by 
gentlemen of enlightened understandings. — 
As to the injury done to the recruiting ser- 
vice, that point has been completely answer- 
ed by the statement of the Secretary at War, 
and by other gentlemen. Facts cannot be 
done away by the loose and vague opinions 
of individuals. ‘They are so unanswerable, 
that I shall not dwell on this objection.—I 
mean nothing offensive to the right hon. 
gent. in what 1 am going toadd: but | must 
once for all express my grief and my asto- 
nishment, that the right hon. gent. should 
have adopted, and now persevere in a course 
of language, disparaging, discountenancing, 
and discrediting a description of nien, on 
whose services the safety of the country not 
a hitthe depends. ‘The right hon. gent. per- 
haps, despises popularity ; I am nevertheless 
astonished that, without any adequate rea- 
son, he should set himself in opposition to 
the universal voice. But I will tell that 
right hon. gent. that every corner of the 
kingdom echoes its reprobation ef the lan- 
guage which he has held since the meeting 
of Parliament. People cannot comprehend, 
posterity will scarcely believe, that in a mo- 
ment of danger so unparalleled, one indivis 
dual could be found, who would gravely as 
sert, that 400,000 Britons in arms were not 
only doing no good, but were even injurious 
to the interests and defence of the country. 
Is the right hon. gent, so grossly ignorant o! 
ancient and modern history, as not to cori 
what glorious exploits have been performed 
by the patriotic and voluntary energy © 
men like our volunteers? Such examples 
will not be lost, I am confident, oD ™Y 
countrymen. If real danger should prese™! 
itself, what may not be expected from men, 
animated with one spirit, fired with 20 a 
exampled unanimity, to take arms in Cf 
fence of a monarch whom they oe ; 
constitution which they revere, of an 1 as 
pendence which they cherish, and for “ 
protection of every thing that cao be me 
luable and precious to them as mca an 
Englishmen. ¥ 
Mr. Windham, in explanation, obser in 
that he had never said that 400,000 mee " 
arms would be of no use. | 
Mr. Alderman Pricey in, order to set? 
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ight hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) right as to 
the subscriptions which were set on footin the 
metropolis, thought it his duty to state, that 
the object of these subscriptions was to de- 
fray those charges for which the corps were 
not entitled to call upon government, and 
the sums subscribed were to such an amount, 
that they could not be expended for years ; 
neither was it an idea with these volunteers, 
that they were only to be shewn to the ene- 
my in their red coats; they exercised and 
manceuvred almost every day io all the 
evolutions necessary for a regular army. As 
to the committee, they only managed the 
money: they never interfered with the dis- 
cipline of the men. He wished that adju- 
ants should be added to the corps, but not 
ficid officers. Asa proof that this was the 
general wish, many of the corps had already 
procured adjutants, and settled on them an 
adequate income. ‘They were, in fact, in 
every respect effective soldiers, and ready to 
act as such wherever the appearance of the 
enemy required. As to the bounties for the 
army of reserve, 20 guineas was the highest 
sum given in the metropolis. Betore he sat 
down, he should just ask the Sec. at War, 
why the marine and river fencibles were 
not noticed in thé return of the volunteer 
corps? as it froma their being a force of 
an extraordinary description, which could 
not exactly be classed with the others. 

Mr. Secretary Yorke had not inquired into 
the reason of the omission alluded to by the 
worthy alderman; but he supposed it was 
because the corps mentioned by him were 
not understood to be of the description to 
which the return was to apply. Probably 
they were understood to belong to the Ad- 
iniralty. 

Colonel Craufurd complained that his 
right hon. friend below (Mr. Windham) had 
been grossly misrepresented. He did not 
think that 400,000 men cotild be of no ad- 
vantage to the country. On the contrary 
both he and his honourable friend gave the 
volunteers the highest credit? they only 
complained of the manner in which they 
were constituted, and that they had a ten- 
dency to starve the regular forces. He ex- 
pressed his regret that any exemptions had 
ever been granted. He believed it had 
been by accidence. It was doubtful whether 
it was intended, even by ministers them- 
Selves, to give these exemptions ; for, so late 
as the 23d of Sept. they had consulted his 
Majesty's Attorney-General whether they 
were to be given. If he had himself under- 
stood that they were to be given, he would 
have came down prepared to oppose them. 
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| opinion, that they ought to be carried to the 
| highest perfection of which they were capa- 
ble, and he was, therefore, sorry, that the 
suggestion of a right hon. gent. (Mr. Pitt), 
not then io his place, respecting the appoint- 
ment of field officers had not been adopted. 
He was sure the volunteers themselves 
would be happy to have the benefit of the 
instruction of experienced officers, to ena- 
ble them to perform their duty in the field, 
with honour to themselves, and advantage 
to their country; if they were really ac- 
tuated by a spirit of patriotism, as he had no 
doubt they were, so far from feeling discon- 
tented, therefore, at- such appointments, 
which was urged as the first objection 
against this useful regulation, there was 
| every reason to conclude that they would be 
| happy at the adoption of it. Another objec- 
tion, that it would be impossible to procure 
a sufficient number of officers from the line, 
would be obviated, when it was considered, 
that an English regiment of about 800 men, 
had an establishment of double the number 
of officers, than a similar battalion of any 
other European troops. It had been said, that 
though the volunteer corps would object to 
field officers, they would have no diiliculty in 
| receiving adjutaats; but, it was essential to 
| have the officers instructed as well as the 
| privates, and he was of opinion, that it 
would be inconsistent with military proprie- 
ty, that an adjutant, who generally held the 
rank of lieutenant, should instruct his cap- 
tains, and even field officers. With respect 
to the volunteers themselves, what had béen 
said by his right bon. friend (Mr. Windham) 
' on the subject, had been so much miscon- 
| ceived in the House, and so much misrepre- 
sented out of it, that he felt disposed, as he 
was on his legs, to set gentlemen right on 
that head. He had attended to his right 
hon. friend as much as any hon. member, 
and he had never heard him say any 
thing that cou!d warrant an inference, that 
400 000 Britons in arms, so far irom being 
of service, would be injurious to the cause 
in which they were engaged. His right hon. 
friend was npt so little acquainted with the 
great deeds which history related to have been 
performed by the sole impulse of spirit, with- 
out discipliue, and in many instances with- 
out arms. The Swiss peasdnts, impelled by 
that spirit, had attacked the French army 
with no other arms than pich forks. He 
had himself witnesscd with grief the prowess 
which the Irish peasantry, impelled by a 
mistaken spirit, had displayed in repeatedly 
aitacking the King’s troops with ro other 
we pons than what could be easily put into 
the hand of every peasant, a pike. ‘There 


| 
| 
| 








As to the volunteers in general, he was of 
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were living those who had seen similar in- 
stances of bravery io the Scotch peasants. 
‘He was sure that this country, with the spi- 
rit inspired by the best of causes, the best of 
Sovereigns, and « liberty such as no other 
nation could boast, would display as much 
valour as any other. country at any other 
time. Could it then be supposed, that any 
man would venture to assert that 400,000 
Britons, in such a cause, with whatever gal- 
Jantry they may attack an enemy's forces, 
could do no service? All that his right hon. 
friend contended was, that they would not 
be so effective, and, though history furnished 
us with examples of great victories gained 
by undisciplined troops, there was no doubt 
that disciplined troops were the best. When 
we trusted to the army, we trusted to an 
army which was tried. and which had proved 
itself in every war, and in no war more than 
in the last, equal (for he would not flatter 
the British army by saying superior) to the 
French He had heard the French army 
abused as a set of conscripts dragged into the 
service, ‘These conscripts, by whatever 
means they were brought together, formed 
as good an army as any in Europe, and such 
an enemy the volunteers should expect to 
meet in them, animated by as high an en- 
thusiasm as theirs, though not of so good a 
nature. 

Sir William Young stated, that he was 
particularly anxiods, as this would most like- 
ly be the last time he should have an oppor- 
tunity, of declaring that there were two de- 
scriptions of volunteers, and that the exemp- 
tions adopted in regard to those two descrip- 
tions ought to be extremely different. This 
was a point, he thought, essential to the in- 
terest of the country. Avstrofig line of de- 
markation ought to be made. He had 
Jocked into the acts of Parliament on the 
subject of the volunteer exemptions, and he 
found that he was borne out in what he 
then asserted, that the volunteers under the 
42d of the King, were of a different class in 
the eye of the jegislature from the’ present 
volunteers, who had no regulation but that 


of the 43d of the King. The latter were a. 


very large body of men, by whose exemp- 
tion the great mass of the population of ihe 
country was greatly affected ; they impeded 
very much indeed the progress of the arm 

of reserve, for three-fourths of them were 
of the first class of the Defence Act, un- 
married men under the age of thirty : this 
Was @ serious matter: they onght not to 
have these exemptions, for it was greatly 
inconvenient to the country. As to the vo- 
lunteers under the. 42d of the King, who 
- were the ouly true volanteers, in the proper 
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sense of the word, for they came forward 
without any view of exemption ; they were 
f they 
were in number from 6,000 to 70.000, and 
they were a body of men, on. whom the 
country need not less rely for patriotism than 
for discipline; but the other great body 
which had been lately raised, and had entered, 
Was not so properly called a body of volun- 
teers, although that name had been given to 
them, ‘They were not at first to bave been 
exempted, cither from the militia or the 
army of reserve: by- the act of the 17th of 
July, no intention was expressed of exempt- 
ing any of them either from the militia, 
army of reserve, or other service; but on 
the 11th of August, when many gentlemen 
had gone into the country in hopes of serv- 
ing it as essentially as they could by atlend- 
ing that House, a clause crept into a bill for 
regulating the volunteer cavalry, by which 
all this immense body of men were exempt- 

ed from all other services, as it was now to 
be interpreted by the present bill, bat which 
could hardly have been then so intended, as 
indeed was to be gathered by the very ne- 
cessily there was now of explaining that act. 
This was a matter worthy the serious atten- 
tion of the House at some futare period. 
By these 300,000 men being thus entitled to 
exemption from the militia and the army of 
reserve, and three-fourihs of them being of 
the first class of requisition under the De- 
fence Act, being unmarried men under the 
age of thirty, this threw all the ballots al- 
most upon men who had families, and they 
wishing to remain with and provide fot 
them, of course became eager for substi 
tutes, so that a great competition arose 
among them, and the effect was the bounty 
for substitutes became enormous, ‘Thest 
were matters to be considered gravely 5 10! 
that he wished our military strength to . 
diminished by any means; no, We ~ 
continue that strength while the affairs : 
Europe wore their present aspect. It oe 
no matter to us whether Buonapart® existe 

or not, while France was the military 930° 
she was, we must bear a relative propo’ 
to that military power. He admitted, 4 
ever, that no addition ought to be a ~e 
the condition of any man who oe 8 ad 

his military service that would be 4 . $ 

of faith —The hon. baronet then = “ 
the subject of popularity, as stated by right 
Hiley Addington, and said, that his er be 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) could nev 
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worth and public virtue. As to the “ gross 
ignorance” which the right hon. gent. 


had thovght proper to apply to his right 


hon. friend, he was astonished, and he be- 
lieved that every member present was also 
astonished, that it should ever have entered 
into the head ef that gentleman to make an 
insinaation of so extravagant a nature.—He 
concluded by insisting on the distinction 
which he had taken between the two classes 
ef volunteers, those of the 42d, and those 
of the 43d of the King; the first he thought 
entitled to all exemptions, the other to 
none 

Colonel Calcraft, in answer to what had 
fallen from the worthy Alderman (Price), 
thought that the facility of recruiting in 
provincial districts, as compared with the 
difficulty stated to exist in London, did not 
arise from the cause stated by the worthy 
alderman,. namely, the giving of higher 
bounties in the former than in the latter, 
but from the circumstance of a vast number 
of working artisans being dismissed from 
their employment at Birmiogham, Sheffield, 
Manchester, and various other manufactur- 
ing towns, as the returns from those towns 
would prove. These men, when they were 
unemployed, and saw no chance of being 
reinstated, immediately formed the idea of 
enlisting in the line or militia; and instead 
of going from town to town to look for 
higher bounties, repaired to the next town 
where they could be received; and this 
would account for the difference of facility 
in raising recruits ia the country. With re- 
spect to the volunteers themselves, as he had 
not had an opportunity of speaking his sen- 
timents, he wished to say 2 few words. It 
kad been pretty much the fashion to charge 
a right hon. gent. near him (Mr. Windham) 
with disparaging those corps, as utterly use- 
less and unfit for service. He, for one, ne- 
ver conceived the arguments of that right 
hon. gent. in that view, but merely as mean- 
ing that his Majesty's ministers did not use 
the military population of the country in the 
way which he thought most efficient. For 
his own part, however, he felt no disposition 
to undervalue the services of the volunteers ; 
on the contrary, he thought they would be 
rendered highly serviceable and efficient for 
the defence of the country. As to disci- 
pline, however, as compared with troops of 
the line, or established militia, that was out 
of the question, ‘The nature of the service, 
and the opportunities that had occurred for 
training the volunteers, admitted of no com- 
parison with the other troops. In aid of 


those troops, however, he thought they 
‘would form an important branch of the pub- 
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lic force; and he thought that as that ser- 
vice must depend chiefly on the hieh spirit 
and good will of the corps, a liberal conduct 
from those who were to direct thetr epera- 
tions should be observed, and that govern- 
ment should not be over nice or strict in the 
minuter details of their discipline. 

Mr. Secretary Yerke suggested to the hon. 
baronet (Sir W. Young) who spoke last but 
one, to read and consider the act of the 434 
of his Majesty, as he seemed not to be aware 
Referring to the remark 
of the last speaker, which would imply some 
want of patriotism and public spirit in Lon- 
don, he had to observe, that from one in- 
stance which came within his own know- 
ledge, that insinuation would not appear to 
apply. When he was Secretary at War, an 
otter was made to him by the Drapers' Come 
pany of London, immediately afier the com- 
mencement of the war, to raise 200 or 300 
men for the public service, to be attached to 
any regiment of the line which government 
might think proper. This proposal he sub- 
mitted to the consideration of H.R. H. the 
Duke of York and General Hewit, and it 
was the opinion of those bigh authorities, 
that it would be imprudent to accede to it, 
for this reason, that it was found that this 
respectable and wealthy company had not 
the means, through their own influence and 
connexions, to raise the number of men spc- 
cified ; and that the probability was, they 
would offer such high bounties as would 
interfere with, and do much injury to, the 
ordinary course of recruiting for the regular 
army. ‘This instance he mentioned merely 
as an answer to the statement, that the City 
of London was not sufficiently forward to 
contribute to the public defence; and he had 
no doubt, had the offer he described been 
accepted, that many others of a similar nature 
would have been made, 

Mr. Giles wished to know, whether the 
proportion of the army of reserve, which 
London was to furnish, was yet complete? 

Mr. Secretary Yorke stated, that there was 
a deficiency ia the city quota, as well as in 
that of Middlesex ; but that such deficien- 
cies arose, not from the tardiness of those 
with whom the duty of providing the men 
rested, but from the frequency of deser- 
tion, which took piace to a greater extent in 
this city than in any other district; and this 
he conceived it impossible to prevent. It 
arose from the nature of our police, any - 
change in which, however, he could never 
persuade himself to propose or to meditate. 

Mr. Gives argued, that from the reading 
of the Volunteer Act, the distinciion taken 
by the hon. baronet (Sir W. Young) was 
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unfounded. This act described only two 
descriptions of service, namely, veiunteers 
and voluntary services; and the fact was, 
that not one of the latter description was 
entitled to exemptions. The bon. baronet 
had been also erroneous in siating, that the 
prospect of exemption from the militia and 
the army of reserve influenced the volun- 
teers; 10 contradiction to that assertion, he 
had to mention a fact which he knew, in 
consequence of the situation which he held 
as one of the deputy-lieutenants of Hert- 
fordshire, namely, that the number of vo- 
Junteers accepted in that county was 2890, 
and the nuwber who offered for voluntary 
services were 6,000. The latter were not 
entitled to, nor did they ever look for ex- 
emptions; though the bon. baronet had 
stated generally, that almost ali the men in 
the country, capable of military service, 
were locked up in the volunteers; and that 
of course the exemptions were so extensive, 
that it wonld be found quite impossible to 
provide recruits for the regular army. Upon 
inquiry he had no doubt that such circum- 
stances as he had described in Hertfordshire, 
would be met with generally throughout the 
kingdom. 

Sir William Young said, that his meaning 
was misconceived by the hon. member who 
spoke last. 

Dr. Laurence rose, and, in a speech of 
considerable length, took a general view, 
as well of the volunteer system, as of the 
conduct of his Majesty's ministers, in adopt- 
ing that system, going over nearly the same 
ground which had been traced, both on this 
and on former nights, by Mr. Windham, and 
by the learned doctor himself. It had been the 
fashion, he said, forhis Majesty’s ministers 
and their supporters, to endeavour to ca- 
Jumniate, and run down the characters of 
those men who have the honesty and the 
boldness todeliver theircandid sentiments in 
that House, in opposition to the measures of 
ministers, which they conceived to be im- 
politic ; regardless of that temporary po- 
pularity which ministers were so anxious 
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to obtain from gratifying the whim of the. 


moment without looking to future results. 
Of this illiberal disposition too many in- 
stances had been given with respect to the 
conduct of his right hon. friend (Mr.Wind- 
ham), the purity of whose motives no man 
could question, and the ability of whose 
mind even his adversaries were forced to 
acknowledge ; but yet he was the subject 
of much undeserved censure, and extremely 
culpable misrepresentation. The latter, 
some persons out of doors seemed encou- 

ged to promote; and the effect of that 
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misrepresentation in the circles of the mi. 
nister’s friends, was quoted in that House 
as an objection to his right hon. friend’s 
opinion- <A right hon. gent. on the other 
side of the House, whom he did not now 
see in his place (Mr. H, Addington), had 
this night stated, in a very confident tone, 
that his right hon, friend was unpopular ; 
he had expressed his astonishment at the 
sedulous perseverance of his right hon. 
friend, in reprobating the volunteers, and 
asserted that every corner of the country 
echoed with censure, disapprobation, and 
disgust, at the conduct of his rt. hon. friend, 
What, he would ask, was the cry of un- 
popularity, even if it atiached to a part- 
cular course of policy, to weigh wiih tie 
mind of an enlightened statesman, to urge 
him to the abandonment of that course, 
against the conviction of his own judgmen!? 
The idea was too ridiculous to be enter- 
tained. Nosound politician could support 
it. That popularity was highly desirabie, 
was an indisputable proposition, bet ause It 
was, independently of other considerations, 


; . “ bplbe ; 
| a powerful instrument for a politician t 
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work with; and, whatever the advocates 
of ministers might assert or insinuate, he 
would contend, that his right hon. iren 
did possess a very high degree of popu.ae 
rity, which was particularly owing to Ds 
opposition to the volunteer system. Pais 
fact he knew from his acquaintance with 
the sentiments of the people througnott 
the country, and particularly those o! tic 
more intelligent description. He said or 
was himself present when a large compa”); 
consisting principally of the friends of 49 
ministration, drank that gentleman’s health, 
and made him the bearer of a compime 
tary message to him, for the part he ' 
taken with regard to this subject. Phe 
learned member observed, that the com 
pany he alluded to was composed of mc? 
whose talents and characters were such as 
to entitle their opinion to ag RM 7 
be esteemed by whom was indeed eye 
ing evidence of the popularity which f 
right hon. friend enjoyed ; and he a 
not help saying, that any people who ” f 
condemn the motives which manifestly ac 
tuated his right hon. friend, or who col’ 
not respect the line of public ee, 
which he had pursued, were incapabie © 
understanding their own intcrests, eld 
scarcely mab es 
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must observe, that too much was generally 
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were always to be followed, for what pur- 
pose were some persons selected to lead ? 
No tational man would wish to render 
himself obnoxious to the people, but yet 
yi0 intelligent and dignified statesman would 
shrink from his purpose from fear of popu- 
Jarity, for it was notorious that the people 
were too apt to consult their inmediate 
ease, and but seldom to look to future in- 
terests, however important they might be. 
Ministers, if they were wise, should rather 
encourage than attempt to depreciate an 
opposition, from which they might obtain 
the most useful advice. In many cases, in- 
deed, they had acted upon advice derived 
from that quarter, although so forward to 
traduce its consequence, at the time 
it was offered. Ministers were told by his 
right hon. friend, that if the daugers of the 
country were fully made known, the spirit 
of the people would be found ready to 
meet it, and this appeared from the re- 
sult; but the complaint of his right hon. 
triend now was, that that spirit was ill 
directed, that the flower of the military 
strength of the country was locked up in 
the volunteer system, and that the volunteers 
were governed by committees which were 
likely to become the focus of democracy. 
That such committees did exist was a fact 
quite notorious, and that six privates had, 
from their institution, the power of go- 
verning a whole corps, officers included, 
and ot arranging every thing connected 
with its internal conduct, enforcing the 
attendance of members, infliction of fines, 
&c.—With respect to the allusions made 
to the amount of the bounties given to the 
Substitutes for the Army of Reserve, he 
could say from his own knowledge, that 
not less than 50 guineas were offered for 
substitutes in Middlesex. A man was 
known to hold a paper, pasted on the top 
of a pole, at Charing Cross, with an in- 
scription of * so guineas*for a substitute ;”’ 
and his hon, friend had said, that roo gui- 
neas had been advertised for two substi- 
tutes at the Market Place of Norwich. To 
prove the enormous bounties offered, in 
contradiction to the statement of an hon. 
gent. on the opposite side of the House, 
he could quote many other instances, but 
it was unnecessary, and would only serve 
to prolong the debate.—The learned mem- 
ber concluded with accusing ministers of 
running away from their duty, and de- 
claring that he should always teel proud of 
having acted with his right hon. friend, in 
Opposition to their system, whatever ant- 
Madversion might be. made upon him in 
that House, or whatever calumnies might 
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be propagated respecting him out of doors, 
because he was equally satisfied of the pu- 
rity of his right hon. friend’s motives, and 
the profound wisdom of his political cop- 
ceptions. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer began by 
saying, that the learned member had con- 
cluded with a very heavy charge, indeed, 
upon his Majesty's ministers, namely, that 
they had deserted their duties and had 
given encouragement toa spirit af culumny ; 
bot, to whom the charge of dealing in 
groundless slander and detraction most pro- 
perly applied, he would leave it to the 
House and the public to judge. Of the duty 
of a member of Parliament he was fully 
aware ; and no man respected that duty 
more than he did. He knew that, consis- 
teatly with that duty, every member of that 
House was bound toexamine, and entitled 
to state fully, his opinion wpon every public 
measure. He should be sorry to see that 
disposition damped by any fer of animad- 
version, or that the exercise of such an im- 
portant right should become ihe subject of 
calumny. He admitted fully that a states- 
man should prefer the interests of the peo- 
ple to every other consideration, and that 
unpopularity should not restrain him from 
pursuing the course of measures which his 
judgment prescribed. For popularity, pro- 
perly understood, he professed the highest 
respect, and should always feel a proper sol- 
licitude; but, thet ministers had ever betray- 
ed any idie, vain wish for popularity in the 
system they had acted upon, as had been in- 
sinuated, be most pointedly denied. To 
what part of their conduct could the charge 
of endeavouring to court the people, be 
applied? Was it to be detected in their 
financial arrangements ? Wasit in the quan- 
tity of taxes they had imposed on the coun- 
try? It would be recollected, on this point, 
that immediately after the conclusion of the 
last peace, an addition was made to the 
public taxes, which was equal to half the 
amount of the whole interést on the na- 
tional debt, previous to the war which ‘hat 
peace termiuated, and at the commence- 
ment of the present war, a further addi- 
tion was made of twelve millions. From 
this it appeared that no less than 17 mil- 
lions were added to the taxation of the 
country within the short space of 14 months, 
That is, not less than seven millions more 
than the whole interest of the nztional debt 
previous to the commencement of the last 
war. The financial proceedings, therefore, 
of ministers could nut be said to manifest 
any very strong disposition to conciliate po- 
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seen in their conduct with respect to the 
military and naval departments? Did their 
keeping up 50,000 seamen during peace, to- 
gether with a large military establishment, 
imply. an extraordinary desire for popu- 
Jarity ? In aword, did not every meesure 
of ministers carry. with it the determination 
to provide for the honour, the interests, and 
the safety of the country? He would put 
it to the candour and common sense of any 
man, whether, in their proceedings, they 
were in the least degree influenced by any 
base, unmanly, dishonourabie wish to court 
popularity, and wheiber they had in any in- 
stance shewo the still more dishonourable 
wish to detract from, or calumoiate any 
member for the performance of his duty ? 
For himself and his colleagues he could say, 
they despised a practice so illiberal and so 
vile, and he was equally certain that his 
right hon. relation (Mr. H. Addington), to 
whose words some allus'on had been made, 
would contemn any thug like it. The 


words alluded .to, which were merely: that: 


the sentiments which the right hon. geot. 
(Mr. Windham) no doubt, thought it his 
duty to deliver in that House, made a very 
wnfavourable impression abroad; and that 
his observations upon the volunteers were 
particularly ili received. No doubt, how- 
ever, the right hon, gent. felt his conduct 
justified in his own mind, but yet it was 
very natural to suppose, that the disposition 
he had upon all occasions shown tu depre 
ciate the volunteers, would be considered a 
Very ungracious return to them for their pa- 
triotic zeal, and for the diligent application 
of their time to acquire a knowledge of the 
means necessary to defend their country. 
That his Majesty's ministers attempted by any 
means to traduce the character of the right 
hon. gent. was an unfounded accusation ; 
but that they complained of his conduct, 
was an undoubted fact. They complained 
of the right hon. gent., and the right hon. 
gentlemen who acted with him, because they 
condemned indiscriminately every measure 
that they had taken since their accession to 
his Majesty's confidence They complained 
of the right hon. gent., because he repro- 
bated their arrangements respecting the mi- 
litia, though that body was constituted pre- 


gisely as itexisted at the time that right hon. 


i, was in office, They complained of 
im, because he calied fortt all his efforts to 
decry the system of the volunteers, although 


3t was no deviation whatever from that - 


which prevailed, when the right hon gent. 
was in office: but now it appears that the 
right hon. gent. would prefer an armed pea- 
santry. Ip short, it was, because he arraigned 
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every thing they proposed, that they con. 
plained.— Che right hon. gent. on the sub. 
ject of the volunteers, had always argued as 
if ministers looked to that body as eyery 
thing, which they regarded only as an jn. 
portant ingredient in the public force. They 
felt that it wasa principle never io be Jost 
sight of, that our securiiy maierially de. 
pended on the diversified consiruction of our 
natioaal army, and that in a couniry situated 
as Ours is, it would be impossible to array 
in a reguiar army, any very considerable 
portion of our population; because it would 
be inconsistent with their iadustry and their 
habiis, and injurious to the vital interests of 
the nation. In addition to the voluvtecrs, 
we had, it was to be remembered, a regular 
army and a militia, much greater thon 
ever existed at any period, that the right 
honourable gentleman was in office, and 
yet, he was heard perpetua'ly to allege 
the inadequate’ state of preparation for the 
defence of the country, Among the singular 
modes of attack upon ministers, resorted to 
by the right hon. gent. and his advocates, it 
was observable that they uniform'y took ibe 
deductions from their own reasoning as 
facts, and generally relied on them as such. 
They concluded that at the peace the regular 
force of the country would be reduced, aod 
therefore that it was reduced ; but the fact 
was, and he bad made inquiry to ascertain 
it, that from the whole of the infantry on'y 
1500 men had been discharged, of whom 
1000 were from the guards, as being us- 
der sized and otherwise unfit for service. 
The statements of the right hon. gent. w*ts 
thercfore, as to this point, upon whica he 
and his coadjutors had often dwelt, egres'- 
ously exaggerated. Their assertions wit 
respect to the progress which recrulling 
for the regular army had made since \° 
commencement of the war, were equally 
groundless. For, on the contrary, instead 
of such recruiting being at a stand, 45 they 
alleged, the army had obtained 7000 I* 
cruits from that army of reserve whicli that 
right hon. gent, so strongly condemoce; 
and upon a comparison of the period whit 
elapsed since the war commenced with tb¢ 
same progress of time during the last pee? 
it appeared, that more men had been oar 
ed by recruiting within the former perio” 
notwithstanding the competition which va 
dinary recruiting had to encounter 1D ri 
high bounties offered for substitutes 1D '% 
army of reserve, the amount of the ie 
and the exemptions granted to yoluntee 
in the one instance, and the solicitude whic 
must have assisted in the other ap ort 
fill up regiments, and the facility of ont 
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ing recruits in consequence of the militia 
being disbanded, &c. ‘This consideration 
would surely be admitted by the right hon. 
gent. to be a strong proof of activity in the 
recruliing service, and it must be evident 
that his apprehensions upon this head had 
been quite unfoanded ; for, upon the whole, 
it would appear that the regular army had 
obtained, within the short space of seven 
months, no less than 15,000 recruits. So 
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much for the outery raised by the right | 


hon. gent. and his party, as to the state of 
our means for the defence of the country, 
and the exertions which ministers have 
made, seconded by the wisdom, energy and 
zeal of Parliament and the people, to give 
to every department of the public force am- 
ple resources to meet the exigences, toavert 
the dangers of the present crisis, and to 
oblige the enemy to feel the vanity and wild- 
ness of the calculatians which urged him to 
occasion tht crisis ! 

Mr. Windham dewvied that he ever meant 
to disparage the volunteers; and said that 
his remarks upon the reduction of the army 
previous to the commencement of the war, 
referred to the disbanding of the foreign 
corps in our service, which was a proceed- 
ing that he would ever condemn.—After a 


| 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, December 15. 

(Minures.]—The Deputy Usher of the 
Black Rod appeared at the bar of the House, 
and desired its attendance in the House of 
Peers. The Speaker, attended by several mem- 
bers, accordingly proceeded to the Upper 
House, where the royal assent was given by 
commission, to the Malt Daty Bill, the Pea- 
sion Duty Bill, the Curates’ Relief Bill, the 
Irish Habeas Corpus Bill, the Irish Martial 
Law Bill, the East India Bonds Bill, the Irish 
Sugar Drawbacks Bill, the Irish Oats Dis- 
tillation Probibition Bill, and the Portugal 
Wine Bonding Bill.—On their return, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he rose to 
move, that the House should, at its rising, 
adjourn to Monday next. Previous ‘tos the 
question being put, he’ observed, that, per- 
haps, it would be proper to give notice of 
his intention of moving, early atter the meet» 


' ing of the House, for the appointment of a 


few other remarks from the Chancellor of | 


the Exchequer, the bill was read a third time 
and passed. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, December 15. 


[Minures.]—The royal assent was gi- 
ven, by commission, to the Malt Tax Bill, 
the Place and Pension Duty, the Irish Ha- 
beas Corpus Suspension, the Irish Martial 
Law, the Seamén’s Desertion, the Bank Re- 
striction, the British Sugar Bounty Draw- 
back, the Irish Provision Import, the Irish 
Oats Disti!lation, the Small Notes, the East 
India Bonds Doty, the Annual Indemnity, 
the Curates’ Relief, and the Portugal Wines 
Bonding Bills. The Lords Commissivners 
were, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl, of 
Roslin, and Lord Walsingham.—After some 
routine and private business was disposed 
of, Mr. Vansittart, accompanied by several 
members, brought up ftom the House of 
Commons, tke Volunteer Corps Regulation 
Bill. The bill was forthwith read a first 
time: and, on the motion of Lord Walsing- 
ham, ordered to be printed. His lordship 


took the opportunity to state, that should 
the prints be on the table to-morrow, it was 
his iatention then to. move for the second 
reading of the bill,—Adjourned till to-mor- 
row. si , , 


_ Vor. IV, =F 


| 








Committee to inquire into the cause of the 
disputes between the cotton manufacturers 
and their servanis.. He should have moved 
for such Committee, previous to the recess, 
had it not been for the absence of several 
gentlemen, whom he wished to be present 
when the subject was brought forward, He 
also intended to move for a Committee to 
inquire what difference there was between 
spirits distilled from malt prodaced from 
barley grown in England, and spirits ditilled 
from barley grown im Scotland.—The order 
of the day fur receiving the Report of the 
Committee of Supply was deferred till Mon- 
day.—‘The Committees of Supply and Ways 
and Means were postponed till Monday.— 
Adjourned till Monday. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, December 16. 


{Minvres. ]|—Counsel were furtherheard, 
and at considerable length, relative to the 
Appeal, Keighley v. the East India Com- 
pany, namely, Mr. Mansfield in continua 
tion for the respondents. ‘The farther hear- 
ing was postponed till Monday.—An officer 
from the Bank of England, presented at the 
bar, an account of the number, and amount 
of Bank Notes in circulation, on the 25th day 
of each month, from February till November 
1803, pursuant toa motion of Lord King, 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

fVoLUNTEER EXEMPTION BILL. |} Upon 
the motion of Lord Hawkesbury for threse- 
cond reading of the Volunteer Exeimption 
Bi,.- de “Ay 

The Earl of Suffolk, in pursuance of the 
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intimation he had given on a former even- 
ing, took the opportunity to deliver his sen- 
timents with respect to topics of which the 
bill in question formed a part. He professed 
himself the friend of the volunteer system, 
which he thought, well regulated and ap- 
plied, might be rendered of the most essen- 
tial service to the country. It was not 
his intention to oppose the present measure. 
The volunteer force was a great and desira- 
ble accession to the defence of the country, 
and what he had to trouble their lordships 
with should principally regard the applica- 
tion of sucha force. He begged the atten- 
tion of their lordships to some circumstances 
connected with a corps formed in that part of 
the country where he resided, and composed 
chiefly of his own tenants: these consisted 
of about 300 men. Fror the rank he had 
the honour to hold in his Majesty's service, 
he could not be appointed to the command 
of the corps himself, but the lord lieutenant 
of the county had the goodness to appoint 
his son to that station. He, however, mate- 
rially assisted in the drilling and disciplining 
of the corps; indeed he had or could obtain 
no other assistance in the business than that 
of a serjeant of marines and a corporal ; they 
were drilled, he believed, about eighteen 
times before they were inspected; and the 
state of discipline and order to which they 
had attained at that period, was hardly to be 
credited; they were, upon the whole, as 
fine a body of men as he would desire to 
see, and really belived he should as soon un- 
dertake to lead them against the enemy, as 
the brigade of guards which he had the ho- 
nour to command in America, and which 
had so greatly signalized themselves in that 
country under Lord Cornwallis and other 
officers. He was of opinion the volunteers 
might be rendered of the most essential ser- 
vice; but every thing should be done ‘to 
conciliate them, and to keep up that mili- 
tary spirit and ardour with which, in gene- 
ral, they seemed actuated, Singular as it may 
appear, it was yet in the conviction of every 
man skilled in military tactics, that soldiers, 
particularly that description of them which 
composed the volunteers of this country, 
may be over-disciplined; and it were obvi- 
ously better to lead men rather minus in that 
respect, than in the least under the influence 
of discontent. The enthusiam of that part 
of the national force should be flattered as 


. Much as possible; they should be as little 


re arassed of Satigoed as Ewen. and, above 
» except in cases of direct necessity, care 
should be taken not to detach them from 
hei and families: many of them 


ere ia such circumstances, that were they 








odically changed. Their lordships ™ his 





taken from their families and occupations, 
the former must become parochially charge. 
able: the poor’s rates were severely felt at 
present, especially by the land-holders, and 
he alluded to the ill consequences which 
might possibly ensue in the event of their 
being materially increased. He was coprfi- 
dent that on the occasion of actual service, 
the volunteers would feel an emulation to 
equal at least, if not excel, either the militia 
or the troops of the line, indeed, all these 
different descriptions of the national force, 
would feel a laudable spirit of rivalship and 
efbulation, which might be directed in a 
way to prove highly serviceable. Speaking 
of the system of discipline which he thought 
it would be proper to apply to the volunteers, 
the noble earl expressed his disapprobation 
of the plan of having majors attached to 
them; those probably would be inclined to 
assimilate the volunteers to the military sys- 
tem of discipline, in too great a degree. and 
possibly may conduct themselves in other re- 
spects in a way not agreeable to the mem- 
bers of volunteer corps. Another consider- 
ation, and not an immaterial one, as coDsl- 
dering the present contest likely to be pro- 
tracted, militated against such a plan, name- 
ly, that of economy: the regulation a'luded 
to, would certainly involve a considerable 
expense, but there was a certain descrip!10n 
of-regular assistance which be thought the 
volumteers stood in need of, namely, the 
assistarice of adjutants properly qualified, and 
as still more indispensable, the assistance of 
serjeant- majors, and these regulations would, 
comparatively, be attended with no great ¢x- 
pense. He had the highest expectations 
from the volunteers, and it was to be remem- 
bered, that at the commencement of the 
French military operations, they were more 
indebted to the exertions of their voluntects 
than even to the troops of the line, and inf 
nitely more so than to the services of th s¢ 
conscripts who were dragged into aciion 8 
His lordship then proceeded to take a gener 

view of a defensive system, with a reference 
to the event of invasion. One of the things 
which first struck him as most proper to be 
done, was the establishment of a great mili 
tary depot in a central part of the singdom j 
considering its local situation, and tail 
graphical circumstances, he considered ' ot 
wickshire as the fittest county for sucn 
establishment : from this county, stores, a" 
may be forwarded towards different par'* i 
the coast, as occasion may require. ge 

this depot, a great rendezvous of troops may 


be also established, and which may be Pd 
woul 





recollect that sugh a depot as he had 1? 
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contemplation, was long since, and most 
judiciously, established in the center of Ire- 
land, namely, in the town of Athlone. He 
would by no means recommend that military 
depots should be established on the coasts, 
or nearer to them than the distance of a 
forced march, or thirty miles. What would 
be the consequence if the enemy took pos- 
session of a military depdt? They would 
find themselves at once provided with every 
thing necessary, and, more especially, with 
several important articles, it was impossible 
they could bring with them. He then pro. 
cceded to recommend the erection at proper 
stations on the coast, of Martello forts. 
These would be found of inconceivable ser- 
vice in repelling the enemy; the expense of 
erecting them would not be great, they were 
of a circujar form, with a roof nearly flat, or 
but little sloped, and formed so as to be 
bomb: proof. In them a piece of ordnance 
was transversely fixed, and so as to move 
round, and capable of being pointed in any 
direction; the resistance those erections 
were capable of was exemplified in an affair 
which took place on the coast of Corsica last 
war. One of these was attacked by a ship 
of the line (he believed it was the Terri- 

le) commanded by Captain Young; and 
which was assisted by a 40 gun ship: in 
the course of a spirited conflict, the Terrible 
was more than once set on fire, as red- 
hot balls were discharged from the tower. 
The result was, that both vessels were beat 
off, and our troops were afterwards obliged 
regularly to open trenches against the tower 
before it surrendered. His lordship was 
proceeding to animadvert upon other topics 
connected with the defence of the country, 
when he was called to order by 

Lord Hobart, who begged leave to remind 
the noble earl and the House, that the sub- 
ject regularly under consideration was, whe- 
ther a bill, to explain and amend two acts 
passed in the 42d and 43d year of the King, 
relating to volunteer corps, should be read a 
second time. It was in the judgment of 
their lordships how far a great part of what 
had fallen from the noble earl was relevant 
to such a consideration. 

The Earl of Suffolk proceeded :—he should 
endeavour to avoid any matter which may be 
considered as disorderly, as far as possible: — 
he continued to expatiate upon such topics 
as he conceived to be, in some degree, con- 
nected with the subject before the House ; 
and, adverting to the state of Ireland, he 
observed, that he had lately received a letter 
from a particular friend of his, ap officer of 
great professional merit, and who was a dis- 
trict general in that part of the united king- 


dom. He alluded to Sir Eyre Coote; the 
| letter was of a very consolatory description ; 
the officer in question had traversed 500 
miles of that country, and the description 
which he gave, he was sure, would be very 
satisfactory ta several noble lords who heard 
him. He begged he might be allowed to 
read the letter as part of his speech. 

Lord Hawkesbury rose to order. He felt 
it incumbent on him to interpose on such an 
occasion, and to advert to the obvious im- 
propriety of suffering the communications 
of a general officer commanding a district, 
| stating what his private opinions were on to~ 
| pics of so much delicacy and importance, to 
| be so promulgated. Whether the commu- 
nication was of a favourable or a disadvan- 
| tageous nature mattered not, in his view of 
such a proceeding: the practice he thought 
was highly improper, and were it suffered 
to prevail, it might be recurred to in cases 
where the intelligence was of an opposite 
description. Adverting to the irregularity of 
what fell from the noble earl in point of or- 
der, he followed the example of his noble 
friend, in stating to their lordships what was 
the precise question before them. 

The Earl of Suffolk again rose, and after 
observing that he stood corrected, proceeded 
to observe upon certain proceedings which 
illustrated the professional abilities of his 
hon. friend, the general officer in question. 
He particularly adverted to some .circum- 
/ stances connected with the taking or the eva- 
cuation of Alexandria, when 

The Lord Chancellor quitted the wool- 
sack, and deemed it incumbent on him to 
interpose respecting the question of order. 
It was with pain that he felt himself called 
upon so to interrupt the noble eart, a great 
deal of what fell from whom might, he 
thought, be better heard in other places,— 
Hislordship then put the question upon the 
bill, when 

Lord Grenville rose, and spoke nearly as 
follows :—It is not my intention, my lords, 
to take this opportunity of entering fully into 
fhe general system of regulations relating 
to the volunteers, and the defence of the 
country, which, from the nature of this bill, 
I might very fairly do. I mean to confine 
myself wholly to that particular point more 
immediately before the House. I shall very 
early after the recess take an opportunity of 
discussing more at large a. great many points 
respecting the volunteer system, which. I 
consider as a subject of the Jast importence. 
Alihough, my lords,, my ¢bjections af? in 
some measure {o the frame.of the bill, yet 
I do not wish to object.to' it alto rether, as 
the delay which the bringing forward a ne 
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bill would occasion, might detain the Honse 
for several days, merely for that particular 
subject. One can only regret, that a bill of 
so moch. impottance should have been 
brought into the House at ‘so late a period, 
that it cannet conveniently be deliberatively 
considered, nor fully discussed, ‘This bill, 
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my lords, goes only to explain two acts of | 


the last session of Parliament relative to the 
exemptions to be granted to the volunteers ; 
but even this, in my opinion, is insufficiently 
done by it.- The better plan would have 
been, to have repealed the proyisions of the 


two former acts with regard to exemptions- | 


altogether, and to moald the whole into a 
new bill. For in what situation are we 
laced by these acts, and this bill of expla- 
nation? We impose a task of no little dif- 
ficulty upon the lord lieutenants, deputy 
leutenanis, and on the volunteers themselves, 
by rendering it necessary for them to search 
into three acts, doubtful in the meaning, if 
not contradictory. If however, notwith- 
standing this, your lordships should resolve 
to pass this bill, I trust you will allow me 
to make one or two observations npon- the 
particulars of the bill which I cannot pow 
properly make in-the Commitiee. One of 
the acts imposes a difficulty which I have 
felt by experience.” The number of days 


‘for attendance at drill in order to éxempt 


a volunteer from the militia and army of 
reserve are different; Iam sure, I know not 
why. For exemption from the militia, five 
Gays attendance is required, and for exemp- 
tion from the army of reserve twenty-four 
days. Jnone part of the act, the command- 
ing officer is ordered, in making the return 
of his troops, to declare upon his honour, 
that he has only retarned those who, ky 
having attended five days’ drill,are exempted 
fromy the militia. In another part, he is 
commanded to give in a return of the whole 
force under his command, stating those who 
are entitled to exemption and those who are 
not. It is utterly impossible that both these 


‘provisions can be complied with ; I myself 


was forced to give in a certificate differently 
worded from that required by the act of 
Parliament, and others must have done the 
same, leaving it to the discretion of the lord 
lieutenants, whether they would accept of 
them or not. But there is another dilemma 
to which the commanding officer is reduced. 
He is erdered in one place to make a return, 
declaring upon his honour which of those 
included are intitied to exemptions from the 
army of reserve and the militia, and which- 
arénoat. Only one'of two choices are here 
eft ;-but it often happens that many are, 

f thé different number of days required, 

semipt from the militia, and are not ex- 
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empt from the army of reserve. The com. 
manding officer cannot properly, therefore, 
comply with the act in his certificate, and is 
compelled to give one in a different form 
from what the act requires. But further; 
these acts contradict the 42d of the King. 
which says, that if a volunteer be drawn for 
the militia, he shall be recorded as drawn, 
and exempted only as long as he is a volun- 
teer. The moment he leaves the service, he 
is called into the militia by the former hallo: 
and obliged to serve as a supernumerary to 
fill up the first- vacancy that occurs. Now, 
in the late defence acts, this point is mate- 
riaily changed ; for, as it stands at present, 
the ballot does not hang over the heads of 
the volunteers, but any one who isa volun- 
teer on the day of ballot is entitled to exem- 
tion for eleven months and 30 days, or the 
whole year, except ene day ; so that though 
he leaves his corps the moment after his ex- 
emption is admitted, he escapes for the sub- 
sequent 12 months. What, therefore, | 
would recommend is, in some measure to 
new model this bill, which, I believe, may 
be dene in the Committee, so as to apply 
a distinct and efficient remedy to all these 
inconveniences. With regard to the volus- 
teers themselves, it is a system of defence 
which has my highest approbation. 1 do 
think that it is a force peculiarly we'll cal- 
culated for this country. Ido not mean 
to say that it ever ought to supersede the 
regular army ; such a system never can be 
expected to supply the want ofa regular 
force. Butas an aid to the regular army, | 
am fully persuaded that they will be of the 
most essential advantage ; nay more, that in 
this capacity they will perform services 
which a regular army could never execu'e 
But the system requires much amenc- 
ment, and, while [ declare my approbation 
of it in general, I cannot but reprobate 
many of the regulations that prevail among * 
great part of the volunteer corps. Theu 
government by Committees,.in my op!nio"s 
ought not to be tolerated, nor their clection 
of their own officers. If these things be pet 
anitted to go on, althotgh the evils have no! 
yet been perceived ; if Committees and G¢- 
neral Meetings be to assemble for the po 
pore of debating, the same dreadfal conse: 
guencers may, some time, be appreheadee. 
that the volunteers produced in France. 
This, however, is not the time for centering 
fully into that topic ;. but, at an early Pe 
tiod_ of the recess, I shall thiok it my duty 
to draw the attention of the House to ihe 
subject, unless it comes from another quar 
ter; as I think it a matter of the een 
portance, that many improvements shot 

















T1880 


-com- 
refore, 
and is 
t form 
ther ; 
King, 
wn for 
lrawn, 
volun- 
ice, he 
| ballot, 
ary to 
Now, 
$ mate- 
resent, 
veads ot 
. volun 
) exeni- 
or the 
though 
his ex- 
the sub- 
fore, I 
sure to 
ve, may 
fo apply 
all these 
e volun- 
’ defence 
® l do 
vell cal- 
ot mean 
sede the 
r can be 
i regular 
army, 
be of the 
e, that im 
services 
execu'é 
amend- 
probation 
reprovate 
| among 8 
5, Theit 
y opinion, 
'r election 
gs be per- 
; have no. 
, and Ge- 
rthe par 
fal cons¢- 
rehended; 
n France. 
yr entering 
early Pe 
it my duty 
suse to the 





1881] 


be made in the’ provisions relating to the 
volunteer system, 

Lord Hobart spoke shortly in answer to 
what had fallen from the noble lord. With 
respect to the general subject, he need scarce- 
ly obesrve, it was in the serious consider- 
ation of his majesty’s government, and 
every - practicable opportunity would be 
taken to ameliorate the volunteer system, 
and to render that part of the national force 
as efficacious as possible. With respect to 
the difficulties upon which ‘so much stress 
had been laid by the noble lord, they cer- 
tainly appeared to him in a very different 
light, and he contended that the bill before 
the House, as far as it applied, went to ob- 
viate them—it went to settle the important 
point of the exemptions. With respect to 
the returns, no contradictory consideration 
appeared to him in the mode chalked out for 
those proceedings, and althongh the officer 
whose duty it was to make the returns al- 
luded to, might possibly not be a perfect 
master of the provisions of the regulating 
acts, yet, he may easily obtain the necessary 
degree of information. He could by no 
means admit the noble lords position, that 
the present was such an advanced period of 
the session, as to render a thorough in- 
vestigation of the subject impracticable. 
With a reference to the ensuing recess, 
which would cause a temporary separation 
of their lordships, such an observation to a 
certain extent, did apply, yet the session 
would subsequently be sufficiently long for 
every purpose adverted to: and he had also 
to observe, that the present bill, as indeed 
every measure of the kind should, contained 
a provision, authorizing its alteration or 
repeal in the course of the present session. 

Lord Romney observed, that he approved 
highly of the volunteer system, but sug- 
gested that a, force of this kind, pervading 
the whole country, and intended to act to- 
gether, ought to be put upon the same foot- 
ing. <As it stood at present, some were to 
exercise only 20 days, others 34, and so on. 
This might create jealousies and ill hu- 
mour, which ovght to be avoided. He 
thought also the'exemptions should be grant- 
ed without reference to the time of the corps 
being accepted; as they were by no means 
accepted in the order of their applications. 
This might ari-e from letters being mislaid, 
or some other casualty, such as usaally oc- 
curs in a press of business, He concurred 
with his noble relation (Lord Grenville) in 
his opinions with. respect to the regulations 
of many corps of volunteers, and the unmi- 
litary manner in which they-were governed. 
He had listened to him on that point with 


_the greatest admiration. He also disliked 
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their Committees and their Sub Committees, 
and much as he was attached to the volun- 
teer system, he would rather choose that 
every man of them should be disbanded, 
than that they should be permitted to conti- 
nue under such unmilitary regulations. If, 
said his lordship, these Committees are suf- 
fered to exist, [ bave no hesitation to say, 
that the Monarchy is not sate for six months. 

Lord Hobart, in reply to the noble lord 
who spoke Jast, said, that the non-acceps 
tance of the volunteers in the order of their 
applications, arose from the unexpected press 
of offers, which made government unwilling 
to act, except upon some general system. 

Karl Darnley said, that although this bill 
was extremely imperfect, he rejoiced that 
even so much was done with regard to the 
volunteers. ‘The system would still require 
a great deal of improvement. He approved 
highly the idea that had been thrown out in 
another place, with regard to the appoint- 
ment of field officers and adjutaots to the 
different corps, which, as they were to be 
exempted, ought to be rendered as etiicient as 
possible —He alluded to a query he had put 
to the noble Secretary of State, relative to 
the intention of his Majesty's ministers with 
respect to volunteer regulations previous to 
the recess ; though these, as in the instance 
of the bill before the House, had fallen 
short of what he was convinced, was neces- 
sary to be done, yet he was happy to hear 
it authoritatively stated, that the general sub- 
ject, and which was one of the last impor- 
tance, was seriously in the consideration of 
his Majesty's government. He perfectly a- 
greed with every word that thenoble lord 
(Grenville) had said, with regard to the re- 
gulations, committees, and unmilitary go- 
vernment of many of. the volunteer corps, 
and thought it was necessary that thisshould 
be immediately corrected. , 

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that the noble 
ear! had certainly put the query to him, which 
he had alluded to, but it would be in his re- 
collection, that it referred to a general and 


‘comprehensive system of regulation, to which 


he had truly replied, that he knew of no inten- 
tion on the part of ministers to bring forward 
any measures on that broad principle pre- 
vious to the recess. The present was ob- 
viously a bill of an explanatory nature, and 


went to certain poinis, on which speedy | 


legislative interference was necessary, and, 
in his mind, it went fully to obviate those 
difficulties it professed to remove. Much 
had been said, and truly, of the vast iaypor- 
tance of the subject, and the necessity of far- 
ther regulatious;but then the House would be 
aware, that it was one of an extensive and 
complicated, as well as ofian important na- 
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ture. To a certain degree the principle ; The preamble of the bill recited several acts 


was new; already had the volunteers been 
renderedmore efficacious than those which 
had existed in the late war: the system in 
the present case must be gradually amelio- 
rated, and in the course of time rendered 
still more efficacious, and less exceptionable? 
The original principle on which the force 
was created and the services of its members 
accepted of, should not at the same time be 
Jost sight of. The volunteer system was also 
to be regarded in a certain view, which, un- 
cer the consideration of the contest in which 
we were engaged being a protracted one, 
was one of considerable importance, namely, 
economy. At the first glance it would ap- 
pear, that the services of the volunteers were 
to be acquired incakeulably cheaper than 
those of any other description of the national 
force.. The consideration of the volunteer 
system, was not only toa certain degree, a 
novel one, but it proceeded on distinct prin- 
ciples ; on its own peculiar nature and me- 
rits then, was that system to be considered. 
On these principles it was regarded by his 
Majesty’s government, who, he repeated, 


certainly contemplated the subject with the 


most serious attention. 

The Duke of Clarence then rose and ob- 
served, that he entirely concurred in the 
sentiments of the noble lord, whom he had 
in his eye (Grenville), with regard to the 
volunteers. He approved the system, but: 
was satisfied that it required a great deal of 
improvement. He did not intend at pre- 
sent to enter freely into the question; as, 
after what the noble lord opposite (Hawkes- 
bury) had said, with respect to the inten- 
tions of government, any long discussion 
now was totally useless. And, indeed, it 
must be apparent, that tillthe imperfections 
that no doubt prevailed in the system of the 
volunteers were ready to be corrected, the 
less that was said about the matter the bet- 
ter. He would therefore take his own ad- 
vice and instantly sit down.—The question 
was then put: the bill was reada second time, 
and ordéred to be committed to-morrow ; 
after which their Lerdships immediately ad- 
journed. 








a) 


> HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Saturday, December 17. 

[Minutes.] — The Duke of Norfolk, 
agreeably to his former intimation, pre- 
scented a bill for exempting Rectors, Vicars, 
and "ale akeay Curates from Arrest for Debt 
er Damages in any Civil Process, within 
ie Limits of their respective Patishes, which 
was read a first time.— His grace then said, 
hie -was conscious that some difficulty must 
sttend the adoption of the present measure. 





: 








which he should have deemed presumption 
in him to refer to, being altogether unac- 
quainted with ecclesiastical law, had he not 
received the assistance and advice of a gen- 
tleman eminently skilled in that subject (Sir 
W. Scott). He was happy to think, that 
that learned person entertained so favour. 
able an opinion of the present measure, that 
he himself would have introduced it before 
this time, had not the difficulties alluded to 
presented themselves. Such, his grace en- 


_tertained sanguine hopes, might be done 


away. With this view he had introduced 
the bill at the present moment. He therefore 
moved, that it.should be printed, that their 
Jordships might have an opportunity of giving 
it deliberate consideration during the recess. 
—The bill was accordingly ordered to be 
printed.—The Volunteer Explanatory Bil! 
went through a Committee. On the report 
being’ brought up; the Lord Chancellor 
proposed soine verbal amendments, chiefly 
with a view to remove the objections stated 
by Lord Grenville on a former night, and 
to declare that volunteers should not, in 
every case, be free from ballot for the mili- 
tia or army of reserve, for twelve months 
after the return of the commanding officer, 
certifying, that they had served the stipu- 
lated number of days: but that they should 
become liable to such ballots, the moment 
they actually ceased to serve in any volun- 
teer corps.—The amendments were agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to be read a third 
time on Tuesday.— Adjourned. ft 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, December 19. 


[Mrxures.}]—Counsel were heard at cone 
siderable length in continuation, relative 1 
the Appeal from Chancery ; Keighley v. the 
East-India Company, viz. Mr. Adam, 3 
second counsel for the respondents. Their 
Lordships postponed the final hearing till 
to-morrow. On 

{ VoLUNTEER Exemption Biti.J— 
the question being put for the third reading® 
the Volunteer Exemption Bill,a ew 
of some length arose, which was opened 4 

Earl Fitzwilliam, who entered va . 
general subject in some degree of gee 
the course of his observations, his lores "3 
made a variety of remarks apon certain Pr é 
visions in the existing acts upon the so 
particularly upon “the 42d and a x5. 
Majesty, and also upon the act of t hich 
He expatiated upon the principle oom thes 
the volunteers had “eciginalty’ tender they 
services, and the terms at ' which od to 
were accepted, and which he secm be 
contrast with the system which had s 
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quently been adopted for their regulation: 
trom the tone and direction of the noble 
carl’s voice, we were precluded from hear- 


ing many of his observations; but he ar- 
gued that the entire system required, and 
speedily, a considerable degree of revision : 
doubts had arisen, and difficulties were 
daily experienced. which required legisla- 
tive interference for their explanation and 
removal. Many of the provisions to which 
he had referred were inconsistent with the 
principle vpon which the volunteers origi- 
nally came forward, and, from his view of 
certain parts of the acts, he deemed it mat- 
ter for consideration, how far, in certain 
cases, the volunteers were or were not sub- 
ject to particular provisions of the martial 
law. . These were points which required the 
most serious consideration. With respect 
to the point of exemption, the bill, he 
seemed to think, was neither sufficiently 
efficacious, nor did it extend far enough : 
there were several doubts and difficulties 
which it would not tend to remove ; and he 
remarked upon what he conceived to be 
the hurried progress of the bill through the 
House. He therefore, in order to aftord an 
opportunity of considering the introduction 
of some farther provisions to obviate the dif- 
ficulties to which he had alluded, would 
propose that the bill be recommitted. The 
noble earl concluded by moving accord- 
itgly. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in answer to several 
points which had fallen from the noble 
earl, observed, that be regretted his absence 
from the House for some days past, as then 
he would be sensible how little ground ex- 
isted for the charge of precipitation against 
ministers in the progress of the bill through 
the House ; and especially his absence from 
the Committee on the bill last Saturday, a 
stage in which many of the noble ear]’s ob- 
servations would more regularly apply. The 
bill was introduced into that House on 
Thursday, read a second time on Friday, 
when some discussion of the measure took 
place, committed on Saturday, and lay over 
for a third reading this day. The bill be- 
fore the House was merely.of an explanatory 
nature, and very limited in its operation ; 
it tended to do away certain practical diffi- 
Culties, for which an immediate legislative 
interposition was obviously necessary. These 
principally related, as appeared hy the bill, 
to certain points of exemption, With re- 
spect to the general subject, relative to 
which a great deal of what had fallen from 
the noble earl applied, he repeated what he 
had said on former occasions, that it was 
fsrtainly in the serious consideration of his 
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Majesty's government, and they were fully 
aware of what could be advanced on the 
grounds of revising and ameliorating the 
volunteer system, bot its extensive and com- 
plicated nature was at the same time to be 
considered ; however, it was intended that 
no practicable opportunity of doing that 
which was on all hands deemed so desirable 
and important, should be omitted on the 
part of ministers. At the same time, though 
he threw out these observations, he wished 
to be understood as not pledging himself to 
the production of any specific measure at 
any particular time.—-Recurring again to 
some of the noble earl’s detailed observations, 
he admitted, to a certain degree, some doubts 
and difhculttes had arisen with respect to 
certain provisiuns of the relevant acts, and 
respecting which, the most regular autho- 
rities, at the time, were resorted to, namely, 
the law officers of the crown; on opinions 
promulgated by these, the magistrates acted. 
With respect to the bill, he deemed its pro- 
visions fully adequate to obviate those difli- 
culties it professed to remove; and it was 
such as, under all the circumstances of the 
case, it was deemed necessary to propose to 
the legislature: but witb regard to any 
contingent ditheulties which might prevail 
(or such as seemed to be in the mind of the 
noble earl) until it should please Parliament 
to adopt farther regulations, if such in its 
wisdom it should deem necessary, that regue 
lar quarter which he had alluded to as arbi- 
trating on former occasions, would be again 
resorted to, for the direction of the magis- 
trates, &c. in the discharge of their duties ; 
he would therefore press the third reading of 
the biil. 

Earl Fitzwilliam, in explanation, sup- 
ported some of the provisions he had in the 
first instance advanced. He did not think 
that magistrates were entitled to act in vir- 
tue of an opinion delivered by the law olli- 
cers of the Crown. He apprehended that 
they could only act agreeably to act of Par- 
liament; and that where any act was inex- 
plicable, they were not entitled to supply its 
defects by the opinions of any lawyers, how- 
ever respectable, If it. was meant that the 
exemptions should extend to volunteers of 
every description, very few would remain 
subject to the ballots for the militia and ar- 
my of reserve; and he thought it of import- 
ance that one mode should not be adopted 
in one parish and another in another. He 
adverted to the state of the ballots, &c. in 
the parts of the country where he was con- 
nected. These were, in consequence of the 
difficulties which occurred, in some instances 


delayed : and the lieutenanay felt themselves 
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considerably at a loss. He conceived it to 
be the duty of ministers, to lose no time in 
obviating those difficulties. 

Lord Grantley said a few words in support 
of what fell. from the noble Secretary of 
State, and adverted to the necessity which 
existed for the -explanatory bill then under 
consideration. 

The Lord Chancellor argued, that nothing 
which fell from the noble earl, militated 
against the passing of the bill then before the 
The greater part of what his lord- 
ship had advanced, went to points which had 
no connexion whatever with the bill, which 
was of an explanatory and a very limited 
nature. He was free to confess his disap- 
probation, in certain points of view, of pro- 
ceedings of this kind: he liked not explana- 
tory act after explanatory act, and exposi- 
tion after exposition. These considerations 
should be left, as far as possible, to the con- 
straction and explanation of those in whose 
province it was regularly to explain them: 
he alluded principally to his Majesty’s law 
officers, With respect to the measure re- 
guiarly under consideration, the noble and 
learned lord coincided with, and enforced 
what had fallen from the noble Secretary of 
State. 

Earl Fitzwrliiam, in additional explana- 
tion, observed, that his object was not to re- 
sist the progress of the bill; as far as it 
went, he rather approved of it; bat he con- 
sidered it as by no means sufficiently eftica- 
cious or extensive, and, in that view, he 
thought it susceptible of amendment. 

The Lord Chancellor then put the question, 
and after a few words between him and the 
noble ear], respecting the point of order on 
that proceeding, the bill was read a third 
time, and passed ;- and a message was imme- 
diately sent to the Commons, acquainting 
them, that their lordships had agreed to the 
bill, with certain amendments. --Their Jord- 
ships then, after disposing of some routine 
business, adjourned Titiing pleasure. — After 
a short interval, Mr. Sargent, accompanied 
by several members, returned the Volunteer 
Corps Regulation Bill from the Commons, 
who had agreed to their lordships’ amend- 
mentg.—This being notified to the House, 
an adjourmment till to-morrow immediately _ 
took place. 


tf . 
riouse. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, December 19. 


{(Mixvres.]—Colonel Barton, from the 
office of the taspector General of the ar- 


‘my of reserve, brought up the general re- 


auro of the number of men raised for the 
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| royal army of reserve up to the precerit 


month of December. Ordered to be print- 
ed.—Mr. Parr, from the African Company 
presented some accounts from that com. 
pany. Ordered to lie on the table.—)\{; 
Dent presented a petition from the prisoners 
confined for debt in Lancaster Gaol, praying 
fog relief.—Colonel Stanley and Mr. Tierny 
presented similar petitions from the prisoners 





rs 
| confined for debt in Chester Gaol, andin the 
Fleet. Ordered to lie on the table.—A new 
writ was ordered for the borough of Cier- 
marthen, in the room of J. G. Phillips, Esq, 
who has accepted the Chiltern Hundreds.— 
A person from the Excise, brought up an zc- 
count of the quantity of table beer and small 
beer, which had paid duty from January, 
1802, to January, 1803.—The report of the 
Commiitee of Supply, respecting the sum 
granted for the encouragement of the linen 
manufactures in Ireland, was brought up 
and agreed to. 

[IkisH #MPORT DUTIES B11LL.| — Mr. 
Corry said, he rose for the purpose of giving 
a notice relative to the Ways and Means ot 
Ireland. It was not usual to go into the 
Ways and Means-of Ireland, previous to the 
Christmas recess, he therefqre vow on'y 
wished to give notice of his intention upoa 
that subject, and the rather, because the mi- 
litary duties of many of the Irish members 
rendered it impossible for them at prescut 
to attend their duty in Parliament. The 
notice he now gave,. related to the consoli- 
dation of the subsisting import duties, and 
some of the inland duties in Ireland. 4 
schedule of those duties had been laid before 
Parliament last session, and was agreed (0, 
but certain considerations, particularly a wish 


" to give the fullest possible time to merchants 


for the investigation of the subject, induced 
the postponement of further “pangs 
upon it. A similar schedule would be = 
before Parliament after the recess. He hope 
the House would excuse him for being thus 
special in his notice, because he was aay 
that it should be well understood = e as 
referred to, were principally upon vay 
articles, either imported directly into Ire : fh 
or through Great-Britain ; bat 10 nat’ of 
quence of the stipulations in the ‘ the 
Union, nor upon any articles, the pro ble 
of Great-Britain. The duties now PP cit 
on foreign articles were principally ara 
under the 40th Geo. IIf. cap. 4, the ha 
Geo. Ill. cap: 33, which had since 117. 
continued, and the 42d Geo. HI. oe ‘ 
But the consolidation was pot [0 eas they 
strictly and precisely upon the duties 4 
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were fractions of a penny, the fraction would , 


be rejected, and the duty brought to the 
next integer either above or below. In the 
former case, the revenue would be increased 
a little; and, in the latter case, it would be 
diminished a little. JIn-some cases, certain 
duties imposed by 42 Geo. III. cap. 117, 
of 3{ per cent. on imports, and 1 or ! per 
cent, on exports, would be extended by this 
schedule to East-India goods. The draw- 
backs now allowed on the export of foreign 
articles to foreign countries were those under 
the acts of the 40th and 41st Geo, III. the 
duties under the 42d Geo. III. cap. 117, 
not now drawn back, were by the schedule 
as voted, drawn back. He had but one more 
remark to trouble the House with; by the 
40th Geo. III. passed in the last session of 
the Irish Parliament, the duties were laid 
upon most articles ad valorem, and the addi- 
tional duty imposed by the 42d Geo. III. 
cap. 117, was arated duty, or the reverse, 
which of course caused considerable trouble 
to the merchants, for whose accommodation, 
and in order to facilitate business, it would 
now be proposed, that the duties under these 
acts should be reduced to one and the same 
denomination, vtx. either a rated duty or an 
ad valorem duty, according to the nature of 
the article. The schedule, which he should 
propose after the recess, would almost. in 
every instance be the same as that of last ses- 
sion, yet he wished to be distinctly under- 
Stood, that it might vary from it; because, 
where alterations were suggested, either by 
the merchants themselves or by others, the 
good sense of which was apparent, they 
would undoubtedly be attended to. In the 
course of the last session of Parliament, he 
had given notice that he should prepare, for 
the consideration of Parliament, a measure 
in the shape of a property tax for Ireland ; 
he did not mean at present to make any ob- 
servation upon that subject, except to say 
that he should endeavour to prepare a mea- 
sure of that sort, and to submit it to Parlia- 
ment soon after the recess. He had only 
further to add, that he should propose that 
the duties should be permanent. in order to 
meet the permanent charges of Ireland, and 
not annual, as they hadbeen up to the pre- 
sent time, — 

[Votunreer Exemprion sitz.]——A 
message from the Lords; informed the House, . 
their lordships had agreed to the Volunteer 
Exemption Amendment Bill, with several 
amendments, to which they desired the con- 
currence of the House.— Mr. Secretary Y orke 
moved, that the amendments be now read.— 
The first amendment being accordingly read, 


2 > 
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Mr. Secretary Yorke said, that on the read- 
ing of the bill and the amendment, it would 
| strike any one that this amendment was ne- 
cessary ; for the bill, as it went from the 
House up to the other House of Parliament, 
exempted persons accepted and enrolled as 
volunteers from serving in the militia, bat 
had no provision on being ballotted to serve 
in the militia before they became volunteers, 
and this amendment was therefore necessary, 
in order that persons who had been‘ballot- 
ted for the militia, should be obliged to do 
so, if they should happen to quit their vo- 
lunteer corps; that they should claim no 
exemption, on account of baving been volun- 
teers, but that such exemptions should con- 
tinue only while they remained volunteers, 
for which reason he trusted the House would 
have no objection to the amendment. 

The Speaker observed, upon the poiat of 
order, that the usual course was to read all 
the amendments over once, before any dis- 
cussion took place upon them, and that the 
season for observation was, regularly speak- 








ing, on the question of second reading, or of 
agreeing to the amendments, This was the 
more necessary to be observed, because by 
it the House could see the bearing of the 
amendments altogether, before it entertained 
any discussion upon them.—The amend- 
ments were then read ; they were all verbal 
except the first, of which the substance is 
already stated.—On the question for the se- 
cond reading, 

Mr. Windham took an objection to the 








House, at present, in this matter. He said 
it was usual to adjourn the consideration of 
all amendments made by the Lords, in any 
bill sent to them from that House, in ordér 
to give the members time to understand it. 
He did not profess to understand this amend- 
ment, thus brought down and read upon tlie 
sudden, He saw no harm in postponing the 
consideration of it for twenty-four hours. 
He said, that an idea had gone abroad, 
whether true or not, he did not pretend to 
say, that the amendments made by the Lords 
iv this bill, were such as the House had not 
been accustomed to receive and acquiesce 
in. He dared to say, that was not likely to 
be the case upoo such an occasion as this, 
bat that was a point, however well assured, 
it was impossibie for the House to know; 
for which reason, he thought this subject 
ought to stand over until to-morrow: this 
he pressed the more particularly, as: many 
entlemen had gone away under an idea that 
this bil! would not have been brought from the 
House of Lords to-night ; and that if these 
amendments were now agreed to, these gen- 
*Lil , . 
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tlemen would be deprived of the opportunity 
of deliveriog their sentiments upon them, 
Mr. Secretary Yorke said, thatif he thought 
there was any amendment which required 
much consideration, he should wish it to be 
deferred, to give every gentleman who wish- 
ed it, an opportunity of delivering his senu- 
ments upon it, but there really was nothing 
of that kind. It certainly was not difficult 
to understand the first amendment, as he 
had already stated it; and, as to all the rest, 
they were merely verbal. With regard to 
the idea of the amendments being material, 
and of its having so gone forth to the public, 
that was one of the inconveniences which 
resulted from permitting the publication of 
the proceedings of Parliament; under which, 
some persons had the audacity, in direct de- 
fiance of the standing orders of the House, 
not only to misrepresent the proceedings of 
the two Houses of Parliament, but some- 
times actually to invent matter, which created 
' great confusion in the public mind. A clause 
was proposed bya noble lord in the other 
House of Parliament, by way of amendment 
to the bill, which amendment was now be- 
fore the House, and which went only to 
make up for an oversight of the House of 
Commons, by which it was provided, that if 
any volunteer should quit his corps, he should 
no longer be allowed to avail himself of the 
exemptions to which volunteers were enti- 
tled ; that was all—a thing too plain for 
discussion, 

Mr. Calcraft professed to have no wish to 
procrastinate this business, but he could not 
help thinking it was quile necessary that this 
amendment should be inquired into, which 
could not be done unless it was postpoved 
until to-morrow at least. He was satisfied 
that a much more respectable attendance in 
point of numbers, would have taken piace 
in the House if it had been thought that 
these amendments were to have been pro- 
posed to be agreed toto-night. He knew 
of no reason why the House might not take 
this matter into consideration to-morrow, 
He was quite sure none had been alleged, 

The < hancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
all those gentlemen who had heard the a- 

-mendment and attended to the bill, who 
thought that it only went to supply the de- 
fect of that bill as it went from that House, 
‘would agree to the amendment. But if any 
gentlemen in the House would have the 
goodness to attend to the emendment while 


|. Atawas.read from the chair, and then would 





Meojare, asa member of that House, that he 
ad not understand the amendment per- 
» Mot only wonld it be matter’ of jus- 
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sed to-night, and he thought it was littl 
more than matter of course to Get¢ Pr th . 


to-morrow. He was really ignorant of ©” 
possible effect of certain words being int 
duced into a ; 

rance strengthened his 





tice to allow further time to consider it, and 
therefore he should not oppose it, but he 
should himself move for further time for 
that purpose. 

Lord Folkestone obsersed, that several gent. 
lemen who, he believed, intended to pe 
present at the discussion of these amend- 
ments, had gone away under an impression 
that these amendments were not to be pro. 
posed to be agreed to until to-morrow. His 
lordship said, he understood it to be the ge- 
neral practice of that House not to take 
amendments made by the lords into consj- 
deration until the next day after they were 
drought down. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer desired 
the Speaker to read, first the bill as it went 
up to the House of Lords, and then the 
amendment made by their lordships, which 
being done. 

The Speaker took, leave to observe, that 
although sometimes amendments made by 
the lords were taken into consideration on a 
subsequent day, yet it was extremely fre- 
quent for the House to agree to amendments 
made by the lords on the same day they 
were brought down. One of the amend- 
ments had been already explained: as to 
the rest, they were merely verbal. It was 
for the House fo say whether it would con- 
sider them now, or defer them toa future 
day. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
the substantial amendment now before the 
House was only to carry into effect the ms- 
nifest intention of the House, but which 
intention had been imperfectly expressed. 
Here he went over the clause again, and ob- 
served, that the bill as it originally stood, 
only affected volunteers -who should be bal- 
lotted, &c. but did not provide for the case 
of those who might have been balotted and 
exempted on account of being volunteers, 
but who ought not, to have such exemptions 
longer than they should serve as volunteers. 

Mr. Windbam said, that the importance 
of the subject was ne mc are 
propriety of adjourning the discussion 
eat to him pte wit He professed bimselt 
incapable of understanding this amendme? 
on the sudden, at least of being sure 0° 
understood it. Gentlemen had gone av 
under the idea that ic was not to be discos: 
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it. There was no necessity of thus going 
backwards and forwards in a hurry with 
bills; and therefore on these grounds, with 
every reason for the adjournment, and 
none against it, he should think the House 
would not prooceed on this matter now. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
by the word substantial amendment, he did 
not mean that which the right hon. gent. 
who spoke last, might suppose ; he meant it 
only by way of distinction from those amend- 
ments which were merely verbal. 

Mr. Giles said, he considered the bill as 
now amended by the lords, to be precisely 
what the House intended it to be when 
they passed it, but from an oversight had 
omitted to express with precision, for which 
reason he supported the amendment, and 
saw no reason for delaying the consideration 
of it. 

Mr. Caicraft adhered to his former opi- 
nion upon this subject, on account of gent- 
lemen having left the House under an idea 
that the subject was not to be discussed to- 
night. As to the amendment being only 
what the House intended to have expressed, 
he did not think it much-to the credit 
of the House, to have sent into the other 
House a bill which did not express what 
was meant by its authors —an additional 
reason for not being so hasty a second time. 
He alleged that the House would have done 
more wisely by printing the bill, and giving 
more time for its discussion than it had done. 
The lords had ordered it to be printed, and 
wisely so, for such measures should have as 
ample a discussion as possible. In one word, 
unless some better reason than any he had 
yet heard, was given for agreeing to these 
amendments to-night, he should think it his 
duty to object to that course. 

An adjournment was moved by Lord 
Folkestone, as the bill had not been 
printed, that members might have an 
opportunity of seeing wilh more cer- 
tainty what was the effect of the dif- 
ferent amendmenots.—The. gallery was then 
cleared; but we understand that his Jord- 
ship was prevailed upon to withdraw his 
motion, The amendments were then read 
and agreed to ; the bi!l was returned to the 
lords, and the House adjourned. 

=—-— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20. 
(Mixvres.J]—Mr, Romilly was heard 08 
the part of the ‘appellanr, in the cause ot 
Keighley v. the East India Company, after 
which the Lord Chanceltor at some length 
delivered his seatiincnts respecting the case. 
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| His lordship was of opinion, that before their 
| lordships came to a decision, some time 
| should be allowed for making up their minds 
| on so important a case to the parties con- 
| cerned. Theirlordships being to adjourn for 
| the recess this night, he should move that the 
| further proceedings be adjourned to the se- 
| cond day of the meeting of Parliament after 

the recess. Ordered. Mr. Mitford pre- 

sented an account of the expense of the nor- 
| thern lights, the southern whale fishery, and 
| some other accounts, which « erélaid on the 





table.——- A message was sent to the ho- 
nourable House of Commons by Sir Francis 
Molyneux, gentleman usher of the Black 
Rod, acquainting them, that the lords, au- 
thorised by virtue of his Majesty’s commis- 
sion for declaring his royal assent to several 
acts agreed upon by both Houses, desired 
the immediate attendance of the honourable 
House in the House of Peers to hear the 
commission read ; and the Commons being 
come thither, the said commission, em- 
powering the Lord Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Lord High Chancellor of Great- 
Britain,- and- several other lords therein 
named, to declare. and notify the royal 
assent to the said acts, was read accor- 





| 
| 
| 
| 





——— 





dingly ; and the royal assent given to, 
An act to explain and amend two acts 
passed in the forty-second and forty-third 
years of the reign of his present Majesty, re- 
Jating to volunteers and yeom-nry corps in 
Great Britain: and also one private act. 
—The House then adjourned to Friday the 
3d day of February, 1604. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, Dec. 20. 


[Minutes.]—A message from the lords 
required the attendance of the Speaker at 
the bar of that House, where the royal as- 
sent was given by commission to the vo- 
lunteer exemption act.—Mr. Mitford pre- 
sented an abstract of the account of the 
commissioners of Northern light houses ; a!so 
an account of the number of ships from Scot- 
land engaged in the whale fishery. Ordered 
to lie on the table.—On the motion of Mr. 
Sergeant, a new writ was ordered to be is- 
sued for the election of a burgess for the 
borough of Dorchester in the-room of the 
hon. Cropley Ashley, who has accepted 
the office of clerk of the deliveries, in his 
Majesty's ordnance. ——Mr. Sheridan pre- 
sented a petition from certain electors of the 
borough of Liskeard, in Cornwell, com- 
plaining of the decision of the Committee 
eppoinies to try the merits of the last elec-. 

*LIil2 | 

























tion for that borough. ‘The petition stated 
ny ‘the right of voting vested in all the inhabi- 
tants of Liskeard paying scot and lot, al- 
| though the Committee determined that it 
vy belonged solely to the mayor and burgesses, 
3 and accordingly decided that the honourable 
§ John and William Elliots, the sitting mem- 
; bers, were duly elected ; but in the ‘opinion 

and judgment of petitioners, as Thomas She- 
ridan and William Ogilvie, Esqrs. had the 
rile majority of scot and lot voters, the said de- 
at cision of the Committee was contrary to 
al the Jaw and usage of Liskeard. They, there- 
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fore, prayed permission to oppose the resolu- 
tions of the said Committee.—Another pe- 
| tition of o similar nature was presented by 
Mr. Sheridan, from a Mr. Child, of Lis- 
keard. Beth petitions were ordered to be 
taken into eonsideration on Tuesday the 10th 
of April next.—Ordered, that the account 
presented by Mr. Vansittart on the 14th in- 
stant, relative to bounties given on fish 
brought to the London market, should be 

printed.—On the motion of the Chancellor 
| of the Exchequer the House adjourned to 
| Wednesday the Ist of February 1804. 
























Oct. 10, 1802. 
£-\ 152744754 8 3 
Excise, Consolidated. ....| 3,619,647 0 © 
Stamps. ....secees Shee oe 760,444 "O O 
Incidental Duties........] 702,442 18 7 
Duties raised in 1803, by 
means of a Consolidation 
of the Customs, by the 
Act of the 43d Geo. IIL. 


Customs eeeeevreaeeeeeere 





Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, An.| 1,773,899 16 34) 1,283,428 17 33) 39509,095 14 


An Account of the Net PRopuce of all the PERMANENT Taxes in the Years aud Quarters 
“4 ending the 10th day of October, 1802 and 1803, resfectively. 
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War- Taxes. 
British Spirits — _—— -_— 33,335 — — —_— — 38,3355—-— 
k oreign Sp rits noo —— bparepsasins 120,505 — diets Prue Se aa — 120,505 -— 
Wine — —_— —— 67,886 — — pein ——— 57,006 — — 
Goods aad Shipping —_— ee, 198, 640 18 93 — —— 198,640 18 94 
| Malt —— —. — 394 —- — —- — 34-7 
Sweets —— _— ere ———s 132 — oom —_—,- ——- Se ena 
la —_— —_—- —— 215,815; —- — _ —— 215,913 — — 
L. 631,705 18 93 L. 631,705 18 94 
Exchequer, November 28, 1803, a | —_———— 
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Notes below the Value of Five Pounps, 


Value of Me oe L. 
7,5. and Upwards .....5.... 3,624,401 
Lai Bo saccds £4%0403,, ° 0 
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An Account of the dmatint of the Norse of the Bank or Inecanp, in Circulation (including 
Bank Post Bitts payable after Seven Days Sight) on the 1st January, April, August; 
and October, 1803, respectively; distinguishing the Amount v the several Descriptions 9 
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An Amount of the Notes of the Bank or 


ENGLAND, in Circulation on the 1st of 
June, 1st Aug. 1st Oct. and 25th Nov. 
1803 j—distinguisbing the Amount of those 
that were below the Value of Five Pounds. 


Amount of Bank of England Notes of Five 
Pounds each, and upwards, including Bank 
Post Bills payable Seven Days afier Sight. 

On Ist June - - - - 1803, - - £ 12,847,540. 

Ist August - - - 1803, -- - 13,013,180. 
Ist October - - 1803, - - - 12,570,500. 
25th November 1803, - - - 13,502,690. 


Amount of Bank of England Notes of £2. 
and £ 1. each. 
On ist June - - - - 1803, - - £ 3,253,600. 
Ist August - - - 1803, - - - = 3,721,330. 
Ist October - - 1803, - - - - 4,052,010. 
25th November 1803, - - - - 4,429,240. 
Wm. Walton, Acct. Gen. 
Bank of England, 2d Dec. 1803. 








General Return of the Royal Army of Re- 
serve; made up from the latest Returns 
received by the Inspector General. 


Inspector General’s Office, Dec. 1803. 
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General Return of the Royal Army of Reserve 
vi re and Wales. 
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Abstract of a List of such Yeomanry and Vo- 
lunteer Corps as have been accepted, and 
placed upon the Establishment in Ireland. 


Dublin Castle, 5th Dec. 1803. 
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Abstract of the Returns of all the Volunteer and Yeomanry Corps of Great-Britain, whose Ser- 
vices bave been accepted by bis Majesty, describing each Corps. 
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J. An Act to continue, until six Months after 
the Ratification of a Definitive Treaty of 
Peace, the Restrictions contained in several 
Acts made in the 37th, 38th, 42d, and 43d 
Years of the Reign of his present Majesty, on 
Payments of Cash by the Bank of England. 
[5th Dec. 1803.] 

2. An Act for granting to his Majesty the Sum 
of Eight Thousand Pounds, for the present 
Relief of certain Curates in England. [15th 
Dez: 1803.] 

S$. An Act to regulate the Bonds issued by the 
East India Company with Respect ro the 

si Rate of Interest, and the Duty payable there- 

uf on. [15th Dec, 1803.) 

4. An Act to continue several Laws relating to 
the suspending the Operation of two Acts of 
the 15th and 17th Years of the Reign of his 
present Majesty, for restraining the Negoci- 
ation of Promissory Notes and Bills of Ex- 
change under a limited Sum in England; 
and to the prohibiting the Importation from, 
and permitting the Exportation to, Great 
Britain of Corn; and Tor allowing the Im- 
portation of other Articles of Provision with- 
out Payment of Duty, until! the 25th Day of 
March, 1805; and tothe regulating the Trade 
and Commerce to and from the Isje of Malta, 
until six Months after the Ratification of a 
Definitive Treaty of Peace. -[ 15th Dec. 1803.] 

5. An Act to continue, until the 25th Day of 
March 1805, an Act, passed in the last Ses- 
sion of Parliament, for discontinuing certain 
Drawbacks and Bounties on’ the Exportation 
of Sugar ftom Great Britain, and for allow- 

ian ing other Drawbacks and Bounties in Lieu 

ma} thereof.’ [15th Dee. 1803.) 
fh, 6. An Act for suspending, until the 1st Day of 
August 1804, the Operation of on Act, made 

' ¥n the last Session of . Parliament, to continue 
and amend two Acts, made in the Parliament 
of ‘Ireland, for restraining the Negociation of 
Promissory Notes and ‘Inland Bills of Ex- 
change, under a jimited Sum, within Ireland. 
[15th Dec: 1803.] 

7. An Act to indemnify such Persons in the 
United Kingdom as have omitted to qualify 
themselves for Offices and Employments; and 
for extending the Times limited for those Pur- 
poses respectively, until the 25th Day of De- 
cémber 1804 ; and to permit: such Fersons in 
Great Britain as have omitted to make and 
file Affidavits 6f the Execution of Indentures 
of Clerks and Attornies atid Solicitors, to 
make and file she same on or before the first 
Day of: Michaelmas Term, 184. 
Dee. 1803.) 

















( ' the next..Session of 


the Commencement of 
C rliaman , intituled, ‘An Act to em- 
te Lord Liutenants or other Chief 
hor or Governors of Ireland, to appre- 






a . 


Rend en such Persons as he’ or they 
shail suspe “for conspiring’ against’ his Ma- 
.ferson and Government, until six 


ws a i 


Weeks after the Commencement of the next 







+ 
on hah 





[ 15th 
8. An Act to continue, until six Weeks after’ 


an Act, made in the fast Session - 





: nt oft 
of Parliament.’ [15th Dec. 1803.) 


[1904 


List of Acts passed in the present Session of Parliament, from the opening of the Session on Tues- 
day, Nov, 22, 1803, to the Christmas Recess, Tuesday, Dec. 20,:1803. 


9, An Act to continue, until six Weeks after 
the Commencement of the next Session of 
Parliament, an Act passed in the last Session 
of Parliament, intituled, ‘ An Act for the 
Suppression of Rebellion in Ireland, and for 
the Protection of the Persons and Property of 
of his Majesty’s faithful Subjects there, to con- 
tinue in force until six Weeks after the Com- 
mencement of the next Session of Parliament.’ 
[idth Dee. 1803.] 

10- An Act to continue, until the Z5th Day of 
March 1805, several Acts of the 41st, 42d, 
and 43d Years of his present Majesty’s Reiga, 
for regulating the Drawbacks and Bounties 
on the Exportation of Sugar from Ireland. 
[15th Dec. 1803.] 

11. An Act for enabling the T.ord Lieutenant 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ire- 
land, to prohibit, until the 25th Day of 
March 1805, the Distillation of Spirits from 
Oats or Oatmeal in Ireland; and for indem- 
nifying such Persons as have acted in advising 
or carrying into Execution a Proclamation of 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland 
for prohibiting such Distillation. [ 15th Dee. 
1803.] 

12. An Act to continue, until the 25th Day of 
March 1805, so much of an Act, made in the 
41st Year of his present Majesty's Reign, as 
relates to the prohibiting the Expcrtation 
from Ireland of Corn or ‘Potatoes, or other 
Provisions ; and to the permitting the Import- 
ation into Ireland of Corn, Fish, and bedi 
sions, without Payment of Duty. [15th 
Dec. 1803.] 

13. An Act to prevent the Desertion and Escape 
of Petty Oilers, Seamen, and others, from 

~ his..Majesty’s. Service, by Means or under 
Colour of any civil or. criminal. Process. [15th 
Dec. 1803.] ‘he ys : 

14. An Act to amend two Acts, -passed in the 
41st and 43d Years of the Keign of his present 
Majesty, for permitting’ Portagal ‘Wine to be 
landed and warehoused in the United King- 
dom and to allow Spanish Wine to be so 
landed and warehoused. “[15th Dec. 1898:] 

15. An Act for raising the Sum. of Five Milli- 
ons by Loans or Exchequer. Bills, on the Cre- 
dit of such Aids or Supplies.as have been of 
shall be granted by Parliament for the Service 
of Great Britain, for the Year 1804. [15th 
Dec. 1803.] 


“16. An Act for continuing and rating to his 


Majesty certain Duties upon’ Malt,’ Great 
Britain, for the Service’ of the Year 1804. 
[15th Dec. 1803.] noes 
17. An Act for continuing and grantmg ‘0 
Majest a Duty on Pensions, Offices, aud 
sonal Aig in England; and certaip270 
on Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, and § ae 
Britsin, for the Service of the ‘Year, 1804 
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PUBLIC PAPERS. 





REPORT OF A SECRET COMMITTEE OF THE 
AMERICAN CONGRESS, ON THE POLICY 
OF OBTAINING NEW ORLt ANS AND THE 
FLORIDAS, 


The object of the proposed resolution is to 
enable the executive to commence with more 
effect, a negotiation with the French and 
Spanish governments relative to the purchase 
from them of: the island of New-Orleans, 
and East and West Florida. This object is 
declared highly. important, and has received 
the attentive consideration of the committee. 
—The tree and unmolested navigation of the 
river Mississippi, is a point to which the ge- 
neral attention of the government has been 
directed, ever since the peace of 1783, by 
which our independence as a nation was 
finally acknowledged. The immense tract 
of country owned by the United States, 
which lies immediately on the Mississippi, or 
communicates with it by means of large na- 
vigable rivers rising within our boundaries, 
renders its free navigation an object, not only 
of inestimable advantage, but of the very 
first necessity. The Mississipi forms the 
Western boundary of the United States from 
its source to the Sist degree of north lati- 
tude, and empties itself into the gulph of 
Mexico about the 29th degree of north lati- 
tude. It furnishes the only outlet through 
which the produce of the Judiana Territory, 
of tue states of Ohio, Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee, and of the western paris of Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia, and a portion of the 
Mississippi territory, can be transported to a 
foreign market or to the ports of the Ar- 
lantic states, From the 21st degree of north 
latitude, which is the southern boundary of 
the United States, to the mouth of the river, 
the territory on each side has heretofore been 
in possession of the Spanish government ; 
the province of Louisiana lying on the west, 
and those of East Florida, with the island 
of New-Orleans, to the east. Although the 
United States have insisted on .an uncon- 
troulable right to pass down the ri- 
ver, from its source to ae a; yet this right, 
if admitted in its most ample latitude, will 
Not secure. to Msepe the full eraneges of 
navigation, The strength and rapidity of 
the current of the Mississippi are — to 
render its 80 extremely difficult; that 
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river in boats, from which it is pat on board 
of ships capable of sustaining a sea voyage.— 
It follows, therefore, that to enjoy tbe full 
benefits of navigation, some place should be 
fixed which sea vessels can approach with- 
out great inconvenience, where the Ameti- 
can produce may be deposited until it is 
again shipped when carried abroad. This 
great point was secured to us in the year 
1795, by the Spanish government, who 
agreed, in the treaty of San Lorenzo de Real, 
that the Americans should have the right of 
deposit at New-Orleans, This right has 
been used from that time till a late period ; 
but the conduct of the intendant at that 
place shews how liable the advantageous na- 
vigation of the river is to interruption, and 
strongly points out the impolicy of relying 
ona foreign nation for benefits which our 
citizens haye a right to expect should be se- 
cured to them by their own government. It 
ishoped that the port of New-Orleans may 
again be opcned before any material injuries 
arise ; but should this be the case, or if, as 
the treaty provides, a new place of deposit 
should be assigned, the late occurrence 
shews the uncertainty of its continuance. 
Experience proves that the caprice or the in- 
terested views of a single officer, may pet- 
petually subject us to the alternative of sub- 
mitting to injury, or of resorting to war.— 
The late violation of our treaty with Spain, 
necessarily Jeads to the enquiry how far 
the western country may be affected in other 
points, not connected. with New-Orleans, 
The Mississippi territory extends from_ the 
confines of Georgia to the river Mississippi, 
and from the 3lst.to the 35th degree of 
north latitude. It is estimated to contain 
more than fifty millions of acres, and from 
its numerous advantages must one day or 
other possess an immense population. The 
variety, richness and abundance of its pro- 
ductions, hold out tosettlers the strongest 
inducements to resort thither, and the United 
States may safely calculate on drawing a 
considerable revenue from the sale of lanis 
in this, as well as in other quarters of the 
western country. The value of these, how- 
ever, may be diminished or increased, and 
the sale impeded ot advanced by the impres- 
sion made on the public mind, by shutting 
the port of New-Orleans, and by the even- 
tual measures which may be adopted toguard | 
against similar injuries.—West Florida is 
bounded on the north by the Mississippi 
sitar from which it is separated by ne 
| boundary; on the east by the | 
Apalachicola, whieh divides it from 
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“Mexico. The Mississippi-territory is inter- 
sected by many large and valuable rivers, 


which rise within its boundaries, and mean- 
der through it in a general direction from 


] north to south, but empty themselves into 
. the gulph of Mexico. through the province 

nf of West Florida. In’fact, with the excep- 
i hy tion of that part of the territory which lies 
iy | immediately on the Mississippi, the whole 
ae must depend.on the Mobile and the Apala- 
at, .chicola, with their numerous branchés, and 
ay on some other rivers of inferior note, for the 
Pe! tmeans of sending its produce to market, and 


if as the necessities or convenience of its inha- 
aa «bitants may reguire, In these rivers, too, 


a of returning to itsclf such foreign supplies, 
! 
; - 

Abe eastern parts of the state of Tennessee 



















+ aie deeply interested, as some of the great 
me branches of the “Mobiie approach very near 
wap to some of those branches of the Tennessee 


river, which lie above the Great Muscle 
Shoals. Even if it should prove diffienlt to 
connect them, yet the land carriage will be 
shorter, and the route to the sea more direct 

than the river Tennessee furnishes... These 
rivers possess likewise an advantage which 

is denied to the Mississippi. As their sources 

are not in the mountains, and their course is 
‘through a level country, their currents are 
entle and the tide flows considerably above 

vur boundary. ’ This circumstance, together 
‘with the depth of water which many of them 
afford, render them accessible to sea vessels; 

and ships of two hundred tons burthen may 
ascend for several hundred miles into the 
heart of . the Mississippi territory. These 
-Yivers, however, which run almost exclu- 
gively within our own. limits, and which it 
would seem as if nature had intended for our 
benefit, we must bé indebted to others for 
the beneficial use of, so long as the province 

‘of West Florida shall continue in the posses- 
\gitn of a foreigh nation. If this province 

_ were of itself an independent empire, it 
‘would-be the interest of it government to- 
‘“promote-the freedom of trade, by laying open 

» | the mouths of the rivers to Phish this 
having been the policy of those powers who 
possess the mouths of.the Rhine, the Danube, 
the Po, and the Tagus, with some others. 
_ Batthe system of colonization, which ‘has 
< glways, heretofore, prevailed, proves that 
‘the mother country fs anxious to engross to 
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the endless source of disagreement, and per- 
petual hostility.—In this respect East-Flo- 
rida may not perhaps be so important, but 
its acquisition is nevertheless deemed desira- 
ble. From its junction with the state of 
Georgia at the river St. Mary’s, it stretches 
nearly four hundred miles into’ the sea, 
forming a large peninsula, and’ has some 
very fine harbours. “The southern point, 
Cave Florida, is not more than one hundred 
miles distant from the Havanna, and the 
possession of it may. be beneficial to us in 
relation to our trade with the West-Indics, 
It would likewise make our whole territory 
compact, would add considerably to our 
coast, and by giving us the Gulph of Mexico 
for our southern boundary, would render us 
less liable to attack, in what is now deemed 
the most vulnerable part of the Union.— 
From the foregoing views of facts, it must 
be seen that the possession of New-Orleans 
and the Floridas will not only be required 
for the convenience of the United States, but 
will be demanded by the most imperious 
necessities. The Mississippi and its branches, 
with those other rivers above referred to, 
drain an extent of couniry not Jess, perhaps, 
than one half of our whole territory, con- 
taining at this time one-eighth of our popt- 
lation, and increasing with a rapidity be- 
yond the experience of any former time, of 
of-any other nation. ;The Floridas and New- 
Orleahs command the only outlets to the 
sea, and our best interests require that we 
should’ get possession of them, This requ 
sition, however, arises not from a disposition 
to inérease our tertitory; for neither the 
Floridas or New-Orleans offer any other ine 
ducements than their mere geographical cA 
lation to the United States, But if we look 
forward to the free use of the Mississipp' 
the Mobile, the Apalachicola, and the other 
rivers'of the west, by ourselves and our poe 
terjty, New-Orleans and the Floridas wn 
become a part of the United States, ¢t! + 
by purchase or by conquest.—The har 
question then which presents itself is, ° * 
we at this fime Jay the forindation for foto 
peace, by offering a fair and equivalent co 
sideration; or shall we hereafter 10cur rr 
| hazards and horrors of war? The abe 
‘ment of the United States is differently 
ganized from any other in the world. 
ganiz rom any ot gees policy 
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blood and treasure of their subjects is the 
price they pay. In all nations, the people 
bear the burihen of war, and in the United 
States, the people rule. Their representa- 
tives are the guardians of their rights, and it 
is the duty of those representatives to pro- 
vide against any event which may, even at a 
distant day, involve the interest and the hap- 
piness of the nation. We may, indeed, have 
our rights restored to us by treaty; but there 
is a want of fortitude ia applying temporary 
remedies to permanent evils; thereby im- 
posing on our posterity a burthen which we 
ourselves ought to bear. If the purchase 
can be made, we ought not to hesitate. If 
the attempt should fail, we shall have dis- 
charged an important duty. War may be 
the result; but the American nation, satis- 
fied with our conduct, will be animated by 
one soul, and will unite all its energies in 
the contest. Foreign powers will be con- 
vinced that it isnot a war of aggrandizement 
on our part, and will therefore feel no un- 
reasonable jealousies towards us. We shall 
have proved that our object was justice; it 
will be seen that our propositions were fair ; 
and it will be acknowledged that our cause 
is honourable. Should ailiances be neces- 
sary, they may be advantageously formed. 
We shall have merited, and therefore shail 
possess general confidence. Our measures 
will stand justified not only to ourselves and 
our country, but to the world.—In another 
point of view, perhaps, it would he prefera- 
ble to make the purchase, as it is believed 
that a smaller sum would be reyuisite for 
this object than would necessarily be ex- 
pended if we should attempt to take posses- 
sion by force; the expenses of war being, 
indeed, almost incalculable... The committee 
have no information before them, to ascer- 
tain the amount for which the purchase can 
be made; but it is hoped, that with the as- 


' sistance of two millions of dollars in hand, 


this will not be unreasonable. A similar 
course was pursued for the purpose of set- 
tling our differences with the Regency of 
Algiers, by the appropriation of one million 
of dollars prior to the commencement of the 
negotiation, and we have since experienced 
its beneficial effects. —Under these impres- 
sions, therefore, the committee recommend 


that a sam of two millions of doilars in ad- * 


dition to the provision heretofore made, be 
appropriated to defray any expenses which 
incurred in relation’ to the inrer- 
etween the United States and fo- 
as, to be paid out of any monty 
in the tre ary not otherwise 
, to ‘be applied upder the 
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States, who, if necessary, is hereby. autho- 
rised to borrow the same, or any part there- 


of ; an“sccount whereof, as soon as may be, 


shall be laid before Congress. 





AN ACCOUNT OF LOUISIANA? BEING AN 
ABSTRACT OF DOCUMENTS, IN THE OF- 
FICES OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE 
AND OF THE TREASURY, LAID BEFORE 
CONGRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, 


(The object of the following pages is to conso- 
lidate the information respecting the present 
state of Louisiana, furnished to the Exe- 
cutive by several individuals among the best 
informed upon that subject.) 


Of the province of Louisiane no general 
map, sufficiently correct to be depended 
upon, has been published, nor has any yet 
been procured from a private source. It is 
indeed probable, that ‘surveys’ have never 
been made upon so extensivea scale as to af- 
ford the means of laying down the various 
regions of a country, which, in some of its 
parts, appears to have been but imperfectly 
explored. 

30UNDARIES.—The precise boundaries of 
Louisiana, westwardly of the Mississippi, 
though very extensive, are at present in- 
volved in some obscurity. Data are equally 
wanting to assign with precision its northern 
extent. From the source of the Mississippi, 
it is bounded eastwardly by the middle of 
the channel of that river to the 31st degree 
of latitude ; thence, it is.asserted upon very 
stroag grounds, that according to its limits, 
when formerly possessed by France, it 
stretches to the east, as far, at least,’as the 
river Perdigo, which runs into the bay of 


Mexico, eastward of the river Mobile.—It . 


may be consistent with the view of these 
notes to remark, that Louisiana, including 
the Mobile settlements, was discoveréd and 
peopled by the French, whose monarchs 
made several grants ofits trade, in particalar 
to Mr. Crosat in 1712,-and some years af- 
terwards, with his acquiescence, to the well 
known company projécted by Mr. Law. 
This company was relinquished in the year 
1731. By a secret convention on the 8d 
November, 1762, the French government 
ceded so much of the province as lies be- 
yond tlie Mississippi, as well as the island of 
ain ; arid by the treaty 
of peact which followed in 1763, the whole 
territory of ‘France und Spain eastward of 
the middle of thé Mississjppi to the fber- 
vile, thence through the middle of thar ri- 
oor ay ie eer fe eee es 


yer, 
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ver, and the lakes Maurepas and Pon- 
chartrain to the sea, was’ ceded to Great- 
Britain. Spain having conquered the Flo- 
ridas frem Great Britain during her revolu- 
tionary’ war, they were confirmed to her by 
the treaty of peace of 1783. By the treaty 
of St. Iidefonso, of the 1st of October 1800, 
his Catholic Majesty promises and engages, 
on bis part, to cede back to the French Re- 
public, six months after the full and entire 
execution of the conditions and stipulations 
therein contained, relative to the Duke of 
Parma, ‘* the colony or province of Lovi- 
sianay with the same extent that it actually 
has in ithe hands of Spain, that it had when 
France possessed it, and such as it ought to 
be after the» treaties subsequently entered 
into between Spain and other states.” This 
treaty was confirmed and erforced by that 
of Madrid, of the 2ist of March, 1801. 
From France it passed to us by the treaty of 
the 30th of April last, with a reference to 
the above clause as descriptive of the limits 
ceded. 

Divisrons or THE Province.—The pro- 
vince as held by Spain, including a@ part of 
West Florida, is laid off into the following 
principal divisions : Mobile, from Balise to 
the city, New-Orleans and the country on 
both sides of lake Ponchartrain, first and 
second German coasts, Catahanose, Fourche, 
Venezuela, Iberville, Galvez Town, Baton- 
Rouge, Pointe Coupée, Atacapas, Opelou- 
sas, ‘Ouachita, Avayelles, Rapide, Natchi- 
toches, Atkansas, and the Ilinois.—In the 
Illinois there are commandants, at New- 
Madrid, St. Genevieve, New Bourbon, St. 
Charles and St. Andrews; all subordinate to 
the commandant-general.—Baton Rouge 
having): been made a government, subse- 
quently to: the treaty of limits, &c. with 
Spain, the posts of Manchac and Thomp- 
son's Creek, or Feliciana, were added to it. 
—Chapitoulas has sometimes been regarded 


as.a separate command, but is now included. 


within the: jurisdiction of the city. The 
Jowert part of the river hes likewise had oc- 
casionally a separate commandant. 

Baten Rouge and it} dependencies.—Imme- 
diately above the Iberville, and on both sides 
of; the | Mississippi lies the parish of Man- 

~w¢hae,‘whith extends, fonr leagues on the 
and: iss well cultivated. Above it 
céathé/settlement of Baton Ronge, 
ingiabout mine leagues. Jt.is remarka- 
pute: first place where the high 
ito the iver, and there it 
thirty ta:forty feet above 
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Thompson's Creck and Bayou Sara subor- 
dinate to it. The mouth of the first. of 
these crecks is about forty-nine leagues from 
New Orleans, and that of the latter two or 
three leagues higher up. They ron from 
' north east to soutli west, and their head 
‘waters are north of the 3ist degree of lati- 
tude. ‘Their banks have the best soil, and 
the greatest number of good cotton planta- 





atrsbrieeiof theriver,. Here the set- 
1a considerable : y back on 


tions of any part of Louisiana, and are al. 
iowed to be the garden of it. 
Pointe Coupée and Fousse Riviere.—Above 
Baton Rouge, at the distance of 50 leagues 
from New-Orleans, and on the west side of 
the Mississippi is Pointe Coupée,a populous : 
and rich settlement, extending eight leagues | 
along the river. Its produce is cottcn. Be- 
hind it, en an old bed of the river, nowa 
lake, whose ou:lets are closed up, is the 
settlement of Fausse Riviere, which is 
well cultivated. —In the space now described, 
from the sea as high as and including the last 
mentioned sctilement, is ‘contained three- 
fourths of the population, and seven-eighths 
of the riches -of Louisiana.—From the set- 
tlement of Pointe Coupée on the Mississippi 
to Cape Girardeau above the mouth of the 
Olio, there is no land on the west side, that 
is not overflowed jin the spring to the dis- 
tance of eight or ten leagues from the rivet . 
with from two to twelve fect water, except t 
a small spot near New Madrid; so that in a 
the wholé extent there is no possibility of t 
‘forming a considerabie settlement contigaous § 
to the river on that side. The eastern bank te 
has in this respect a decided advantage over 0 
the western, as there are on it many situa: e 
ticns which effectually command the river. J 
vw 
ri 
b 
82 
ol 
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Red River and its Scttlements.—Onthe west 
side of the Mississippi, seventy leagues trom 
New-Orleans, is the mouth of the Red river, 
on whose banks and vicinity are the settlements 
of Rapide, Avoyelles and Narchitoches, all 
of them thriving and populous. The latter 


is sitaate seventy-five leagues up the Red "6: 
tiver. On the north side of the Red rv") a 
a few leagues fron its: jaretion with We th 
Mississippi, is the Plack river, on one 3 is 
whose branches, a considerable way "P, $ p 
the infant settlement of Ouachita, mbit, fi 
from the richness of the soil; may be m2" . 
} a place of importance: Cotton is: the: chit : 


produce of these séttiemenits, ybut they 1)" 
likewise a considerable Indianrtrades © 70° 
river Rouge, or Redriver, is used to CO" 
municate with the frontitrs: of New- Mes" 
cov Many of the: present establichinents 




















1912 - 


ubor- 
rst of 
i from 
Wo or 
from 
- head 
of lati- 
|, and 
lanta- 
re al= 


Above 
cagues 
side of 
pulous 
cagues 
. Be- 
now a 
is the 
ich is 
cribed, 
he last 
three- 
eighths 
he stt- 
sissippl 
of the 
le, that 
he dis- 
he river 
except 
that in 
rility of 
uigaous 
rn bank 
ge | over 
y gitta- 
river. 
the west 
yes from 
ed river, 
tlements 
ches, all 
he latter 
the Red 
ed river, 
with te 
one of 
y Up, is 
5 which, 
i made 
dheochie! 
“have 


- extending eight leagues om the river. 





1913] 


by hunters, who haye to swim rivers, ex- 
pose themselves to the inclemency. of the 
weather, and carry their provisions on their 
backs for a time, proportioned to the length 
of their journey. 
case‘on the west of the Mississippi, where 
the communication is kept up only by water, 
between the capital and the distant sett!e- 
ments; three months being required to con- 
vey intelligence from the one to the other by 
the Mississippi. The usual distance accom- 
plished by a boat in ascending, is five leagues 
per day. The rapidity of the current in the 
spring season especially, when the waters of 
all the rivers are high, facilitates the de- 
scent, so that the same voyage by water, 

which requires three or four months to per | 
form from the capital, may be made to it in 
from twelve to sixteen days. The principal 
settlements in Louisiana are on the Missis- 

sippi, which begins to be cultivated about 
twenty leagues from the sea, where the 
plantations ave yet thin, and owned by the 
poorest people. Ascending, you see them 
improve on each side, ti!l you reach the city, 
which is situated on the east bank, on a 
bend of the river, tthirty-five leagues from 
the sea. 

Chapitoulas, first and second German Coasts, 
— Catabanose—Fourche and Iberville.—The 
best and most improved are above the city, 
and comprehend, what is there known by 
the Paroisse de Chapitoulas, Premier and 
Second Cote des Allemantis, and extend six- 
teen leagues.— Above this begins the parish 
of Catahanose,. or first Acadian settlement, 
Ad- 
joining it and still ascending is the second 
Acadian settlement or parish of the Fourche, 
which extends about six leagues. The pa- 
rish of Iberville then commences, and is 
bounded on the east side by the river of the 
same name, which, though dry a great part 
of the year, yet, when the Mississippi is rais- 
ed, communicates with the lakes Maurepas 
and Ponchartrain, and through them with 
the sea, and thus forms what is called the 
island’ of New-Orleans.. Except on the 
point just below the Iberville, the country 
from New- Orleans is settled the whole way 
along the river, and presents a scene of un- 
‘interrupted plantations in sight of each other, 
whose fronts to the Mississippi are all cleared, 
and. on that river from five to twenty- 
five acres witha depth of $ so that a 

antation of five acres in front contains six 
ondred., A ar plantations are form- 
ed. im the parish of ' , but the re- 
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but one deep on the island of New-Orleans, 


and on the opposite side of the river, as tar‘as: 


the mouth of the Jberville, which is thirty- 
five leagues above New-Orleans. 

Bayou de la Fourche—-Atacapas, and Ope- 
lousas.—About twenty-five leagues from the 
last mentioned place, on the west side of the 
Mississippi, the creek or Bayou of the Fourche, 
called in old maps, La Riviere des Chitama- 
ches. flows from the Mississippi, and com- 
municates with the sea, to the west of the 
Bale. The entrance of the Mississippi is 
navigable only at high water, but wiil then 
admit of craft of from sixty to seveaty tons 
burthen. On both banks of this creek are 
settlements, one plantation deep, for near 
fifteen leagues, and they are divided into 
two parishes. The settlers are numerous, 
though poor, and the culture is universally 
cotton. On all ereeks making from the 
Mississippi, the soil is the same as on the 
bank ot the river, and the border is the 
highest part of it, from whence it descends 
gradually to the Swamp. Jn no place on 
the low lands is there depth more than  suf- 
fices for one plantation, before you cometo 
the low grounds incapable of cultivation. 
This creek affords one of the communica- 
tions to the two populous»and rich settle- 
ments of Atacapas and Opelousas formed on 
and near the small rivers Teche atid Vermil- 
lion which flow into the bay of Mexico, 
But the principal and swiftest communica- 
tion is by the Bayou or creek of Plauque- 
mines, whose entrance into the Mississippi 
is seven leagues higher upon the'same. side, 
and thirty-two above New-Orleans., These 
settlements abound in cattle and horses, have 
a large quantity of good lahd: inv their vici- 
nity, and may be made of great:importanee. 
A part of their produce is) sent’ by seapto 
New-Orleans, but the greater part is carried 
in batteaux by the creeks above mentioned. 

Concord—Arkansas—St. Charles ‘and St. 
Andrew, €9c.—There is no other settlement 
on the Mississippi except the small one call- 
ed Concord, opposite to the Natchez, till 
you come to the Arkansas river,) whose 
mouth is two hundred and fifty leagues a+ 
bove New-Orleans.—Here there are bot a 
few fawilies, who are more attached to the 
Indian trade, bi which chiefly they «live, 
than’ to cultiva There is no’ 
from this place to New+Madrid, whieh is it- 
self inconsiderable. | Ascending the?river 
you come to rardéauy: Ste Generive 
and St. Lewis, where, though the ‘inbabi- 
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et, ally on the banks of the Missouri, where 
K there have been. formed two settlements, 

alt valled St. Charles and St Andrew, mostly 
in by emigrants from Kentucky. ‘The peltry 
aap procured in the Illinois is the best sent to 
fi: the Atlantic market; and the quantity is 

oF very considerable. Lead is to be had with 
hee ease, and in such quantities as to supply all 
Europe, if the population were sufficient to 

work the numerous mines to be found 


an within two or three feet from the surface, in 
yi . various parts of the country. ‘The settle- 
ty ments about the Illinois were first made by 


i the-Canadians, and their inhabitants still re- 
if semble-them in their aversion to labour, and 
love of a wandering life. They contain 

























a of the whites ; and it may be taken for a ge- 
" neral rule, that in proportion to the distance 
from the capital, the number of blacks di- 
minish below that of the whites; the former 
abounding most on the rich-plantations in 
its vicinity. 

Generau DescrirpTion oF Urrsr Lov- 
%S1ANA.— When compared with the Indiana 
territory, the face of the country in Upper 
hte Louisiana is rather more broken, though the 
tat) soit is equally fertile. It is a fact not to be 
| contested, that the west side of thé river 

possesses some advantages not génerally in- 
cident to those regions. It is, el¢vated and 
healthy, and well watered with a variety of 
Jargerapid streams, calculated for mills and 
. other water works. From Cape Girardeau, 
above the mouth of the Ohio,- to the Mis- 
souri, the land pn the east side of the Mis- 
sissippi is low and flat, and occasionally ex- 
posed to.inundations; that on the Louisiana 
side, contiguous to the river, is generally 
‘much higher, and in many places very 
rocky on the shore. Some of the heights 
exhibit a scene truly picturesque. They rise 
to a height of at least three hundred feet, 
faced with perpendicular limeand free stone, 
carved into various shapes and figures by the 
band of nature, and afford the appearance of 
a multitude: of antiqve towers. From the 
topsof these elevations, the land gradually 
slopes back from the river, without gravel or 
rock, aad is covered with valuable timber. 
It) may: be said with truth that, for fertility 
_ofsoil, no part ofthe world exceeds the bor- 
dere of the Mississippi; the land yields an 
abundance ofall the necessaries of life, .and 
almost ‘spontaneously; very little labour be- 
En. ea nian oe ipeeanth. 
- <£batspart: of. UpperLouisiana,.which bor- 
- lers-on No th: Mexico, is one immense prai- 
Be } Ae praduaces'nothing but grass: it is filled 
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but few negroes, compared to the. number | 


age is frequented by traders), 
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growth of forest trees.—It is pretended that 
Upper Louisiana contains in its bowels many 
silver and copper mines, and various speci- 
mens of both are ‘exhibited. Several trials 
have been made to ascertain the fact; but 
the want of. skill in the artists has hitherto 
left the subject undecided. —The salt-works 
are also pretty numerous; some belong to 
individuals; others to the public. They al- 
ready yicld an abundant supply for the con- 
sumption of the country ; and if properly 
managed, might become an article of more 
general exportation. The usual price per 
bushel is one hundred and fifty cents in cash 
at the works.—This price will be still lower 
as soon as the manufacture of the salt is as- 
sumed by government, or patronized by men 
who have large capitals to employ in the bu- 

siness, One extraordinary fact relative to 

salt must not be omitted. There exists about 

one thousand miles up the Missouri, and not 

far from that a salt: mountain, ‘The exist-— 
ence of such a mountain might well be ques- 

tioned, were it not for the testimony of se- 

veral respectable and enterprizing traders, 

who have visited it, and who have exhibited 
several bushels of the salt to the curiosity of 
the people of St. Louis, where some of it 
still remains, A specimen of the same salt 
has been sent to Marietta. This mountain 
is said tobe one hundred and eighty miles 
long, and forty-five in width, composed of 
solid rock-salt, without any trees or even 
shrubs on it. Salt-springs are very nume- 
rous beneath the surface of this mountao, 
and they flow through the fissures and cavi- 
ties of it. Caves of saltpetre are found in 
Upper Louisiana, though at some distance 
from the settlements. Four men on a trad- 
ing voyage, lately discovered one, several 
hundred miles up the. Missouri. ‘They spent 
five or six weeks in-the manufacture of this 
article, and returned to St, Louis with four 
hundred weight of it. It proved to be good, 
and they sold it for a high price.—The gee- 
graphy of the Mississippi and Missour!, and 
their contiguity fora great length of way, 
are but little known... The traders asset! 
that one hundred miles above their junctio?, 


@ man may walk, from. one to the other ina 


day 5. and it is also assertéd, shat seven buo- 


dred miles still higher up,, the portage m*y 
© etomed io foar oF Be days (Tb PO" 







be crossed in four or five days... 


on 


a considerable trade with some 
souri lod ndians. Their general 
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which unites wich the Mississippi, some dis- 
tance below the Falls of St. Anthony. It is 
also said, that the traders communicate with 
the Mississippi above these falls through lake 
Superior; but their trade in that quarter is 
much less considerable. 

Canal of Carondelet.—Behind New-Or- 
Jeans is a canal about one mile and a half 
long, “which communicates with a creek 
called the Bayou of St. Jean, flowing into 
lake Ponchartrain, - At the mouth of it, 
about two leagues and a half from the city 
is a small fort. called St. fezn, which com- 
mands the entrance from the laké. By this 
creek the communication is kept up through | 
the lake and the Rigolets to Mobile and the 
settlements ‘n West Florida. 
from six-to eight feet water, can navigate to 
the mouth of the creek, but except in parti- 
cular swells of the lake cannot pass the bar 
without being lightened. 

St. Bernardo. —-On the East side of the 


Mississippi, about five leagues below New- | 


Orleans, and at the head of the English bend, 


is a settlement known by the names of the | 


Poblacion de St Bernardo or the Terre aux 
Boeufs, extending on both sides of a creek 
or drain, whose head is contiguous to the 
Mississippi, and which flowing eastward, 
after a course of eighteen leagues, and’ di- 
viding itself inte two branches, falls into the 
sea and lake Borgne. ‘This settlement con- 
sists of two parishes; almost all the inhabi- 
tants of which are Spaniards from the Ca- 
naries, who content themselves with raising 
fowls, corn, and garden stuff for the market 
at New-Orleans. The lands cannot be culti- 
vated ‘to any great distance from the banks 
of ‘the creck, on account of the vicinity of 
the marshy behind them, but the place is sus- 

. ceptible of great improvement and of af- 
fording another communication to small craft 
of frony eight to ten feet draught between 
the sea and the Mississippi. 

Settlements below the English Turn.—At 
the distance’ of fifteen leagues below New- 
Orleans, the settlements on both banks of 
the ‘fiver are of but small.account. Between 
these’ and the ‘fort of Plaquemines, the 
country is‘ overflowed in the: spring, and in 

is incapable of cultivation at any 
‘ tithes ‘being’@ ‘morass almost impassible by 
mnéh “ot ‘beast. This ‘small tongue of land 
Jextétids°eonsit into the “sea, which is 
visible’ on’ both sides of the Mississippi from 
¥ a cineca 113 » the Sea, $ 
igo lajuemines to an 
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no settlement whatever. It may be neces- 
sary to mention here, that the whole lower 
part of the couutry from the English Turn 
| downward, is subject to overflowing in hur- 
ricanes, either by the recoiling of the river 
or re flux from the sea on each side; and on 
more than one occasion it has been covered 
| fronr the depih of two to ten feet, according 
| to the descent of the river, whereby many 











lives were lost, horses and cattle swept away, 
| and a ‘scene of destruction laid. . The ~ : 
| calamity of this kind happened in 1794: 
| fortunately they are not frequent: In the 
preceding year the engineer who superine- 
| tended the erection of the -furt of Plaque- 
| mines was drowned in his house near abe 
fort, and the workmen and garrison escaped 
| only by taking refuge on an elevated spot in 
| the fort, on which there were notwithstand- 
| ing, two or three feet of water. ‘These 
| hurricanes have generally been felt in the 
| month of August. Their greatest fury lasts 
| about twelve hours. They commence ia 
| the south-east, veer about to all points of the 
compass, are felt most severely below, and 
| seldom extend more than a few leagues 
| above New-Orleans. In their whole course 
, they are marked with rain and. desolation, 
| Until that of 1794, there had been none felt 
from the year 1780. 

Passes, or Mouths of the Mississippi. _ mt 
About eight leagues below Plaquemines, the 
Mississippi divides itself into three channels, 
which are called the Passes of the riverj:viz. an 
the East, South and South-west Passes, Bit 
Their course is from five to six Jeagues:to 
the sea, The space between is a marsh with 
little or no timber on it; but fromiits situa- 
tion, it may hereafter be rendered of :impor- 
tance. The East Pass, which is .on theteft 
hand going down the river, is dividediinto 
two branches about two.leagues below, viz. . 
the Pass 4 la-Loutre, and that known’ to ma- 
riners by the name of the Balize, at which there 
is a small block-house and some hats. of: the 
pilots, who reside only here. The first: of 
these secondary channels contains:at present 
but eight feet water; the latter from 
to sixteen, according to the seasons... The 
South Pass, which is directly in front as the 
Mississippi, bas always been» considered) ’s 
entirely choaked up, but has ten feet water, 
The South-west Pass; which ison the sight, é 
-is the longest and narrowest of all. 
and a few years ago had ey sey feet-water, 
and was that by w age ships-always . 
eotered erated esata the Mininspphste 
has now but eight feet water, ana pron oo a 


ro remain so for some time.: J 
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Pass; for immediately after passing the bar, 
which is very narrow, there are from five to 
seven fathoms at all seasons. 

Country east of Lake Ponchartrain.—The 
country on the east side of Lake Ponchartrain 
to Mobille, and including the whole ex- 
tent between the American line, the Mis- 
sissippt above New-Orleans, and the lakes, 
with the exception of a tract of about thirty 
miles on the Mississippi, and as much square, 
contiguous to the line, and comprehending 
the waters of Thompson's creek, Cayou 
Sara, and the Amet, is a poor, thin soil, 
overgrown with pine, and contains no good 
land whatever, unless on the banks of a few 
small rivers. It would, however, afford 
abundant supplies of pitch, tar and pine lum- 
ber, and would feed large herds of tattle. 

JVHE INHABITANTS AND THEIR ORIGIN. 
~The inhabitants of Louisiana are chiefly 
the descendants of the French and Cana- 
dians. There are a considerable number of 
English. and Americans in New Orleans. 
The two German coasts are peopled by the 
descendants of settlers from Germany, and 
a few French mixed with them. The three 
succeeding ‘settlements up to Baton Rouge 
contain mostly Acadians, banished from 
Nova Scotia by the English, and their dis- 
cendants.. The government of Baton Rouge, 
especially the east side, which includes all 
the country between .the Iberville and the 
American line, is composed partly of Aca- 
dians,: avery few French, and of a great 
majority of Americans. On the west side 
they are mostly Acadians: at Pointe Coupée 
and Fausse river, they are French and Acadi- 
ans. Of the population of the Atacapas 
and Opelousas; a considerable part is Ame- 
rican. . Natchitoches, on the Red river, con- 
tains but a few Americans, and the re- 
mainder of the inhabitants are French. But 
the fermer are more numerous in the other 
settlements on that river, viz. Avoyelles, 


’ Rapide,.and Quacheta. At Arkansas they 


are mostly French: and at New Madrid, 
Americans. Atleast two-fifths, if nota greater 
ion .of all the settlers on the Spanish 


- gic of the Mississippi, in the Iilinois country, . 


‘are likewise supposed to be Americans. Be- 

dow New-Orleans the population is altogether 

French, andthe descendants of Frenchmen. 
Wew-Orleans.+-By yecurring to the maps 


It has.in ail pro- 


ts and deposited on the 
p Darrow slip along the bank of the 
By the sea to the Ubeevilles:. The | 
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land 1s not generally susceptible of cultiva- 
tion more than a mile in depth from the 
river, the rest is low and swampy to the lakes 
and the sea, but in general abounds with 
cypress timber, which is sawed by mills, 
which are worked by artificial streams from! 
the Mississippi, in the time of freshes, They 
generally run five months in the year.—What 
has been said of the east equally applies to 
the west side of the river. The soil and si- 
tuation are nearly the same, After leaving 
the bank of the river, theré is an immense 
swamp, intersected by the creeks and lakes, 
extending to the high lands of Atacapas, and 
occupying a space of thirty or forty leagues, 
—The city of New-Orleans, which is regu- 
larly laid out, on the east side of the Missis- 
sippi, in lat, 30 N. and long. go W. ex- 
tends nearly a mile along the river, from the 
gate of France on the south, to that of Cha- 
pitoulas above, and a little more than one 
third of a mile in breadth, from the river to 
the rampart; but it has as an extensive su- 
burb on the upper side. ‘Ihe houses in front 
of the town, and for a square or two back- 
wards, are mostly of brick, covered’ with 
slate, or tile, and many of two stories, the 
remainder are of wood, covered with shin- 
gles, The streets cross each other at right 
angles, and are thirty-two French feet wide. 
The squares between the intersections of the 
streets have a front of three hundred French 
feet. There is in the middle of the front of 
the city a place d'armes, facing which the 
church and town house are built. There are 
from twelve to fourteen hundred houses in the 
city and suburbs, The population may be 
estimated at ten thousand, including the 
seamen and garrison. It was fortified in 
1793, but the works were originally defec- 
tive, could not have been defended, and are 
now in ruins, The powder miagazine is on 
the opposite side of the river.-The public 
buildings and other public prophite in News 
Orleans, ate as follow: Two very exter- 
sive brick stores, from one hundred. atid 
sixty to one hundred and eighty feet in length, 
and about thirty in breadth. © ‘They are one 
story high and covered with shingles. 
government house, stables and gi 
cupying a front » A about two hur 
twenty feet on the river, in the ¢ 
and extending three 
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~~ A 85 85 wt hh. Ue CUA Url ll 




















}20)} 





iva- 
the 
akes 
with 
vills, 
from’ 
hey 
V hat 
Ss to 
d si- 
ving 
ense 
kes, 
and 
ues. 
egu~ 
issis- 
, eX- 
| the 
~ha- 
one 
sr to 
Stt- 
ront 
ack- 
with 
, the 
shin- 
right 
wide! 
f the 
ench 
nt of 
y the 
¢ ale 
n the 


ai 
} a ’ 
t ae oy & ' 
> ye : 
‘T ‘ 
‘ep 3 
4 = or 
oe, © - 
; } . 
er 
* 4 a = 
, i. . 
" ¢ ft\s tie 
q of 
ii 





1921] 


sheds in it. It serves as a park for artillery. 
A prison, town-house, market-house, as- 
sembly room, some ground rents, and the 
common about the town. A public-school 
for the rudiments of the Spanish language. 
A cathedial church unfinished, and some 
houses belonging to it.—A charitable hospi- 
tal, with some houses belonging to it, and 
a revenue of fifteen-hundred dollars annu- 
ally, endowed by an individual lately de- 
ceased. The canal de Carondelet has al- 
ready been described, 

NuMBER. or INHABITANTS.—According 
to a census of Louisiana, including Pensa- 
cola and the Natchez, made in 1785, the 
hig! = number of inhabitants amounted to 

2,062, of: which 14,215 were free whites, 
i 303 free people of colour, and 16,543 
slaves.—A subsequent statement, compiled 
from the latest documents, makes the whole 
number 42,375—the free whites, 21,244; 
the free people of colour 1,768, and the 
slaves 12,920—-These papers certainly ex- 
hibit a smaller number than the real popula- 
tion of the country. From an official docu- 
ment, made in July last, and received from 
Atacapas since the second statement was 
formed, it appears, that it contained 2,270 
whites, 210 free people of colour, 1,266 
slaves, in ali 3,746 souls, instead of 1,447, 
as therein stated It is highly probable, that 
the return for the neighbouring district of 
Opelousas, is in the same proportion under- 
rated.—A conjectural estimation made by a 
gentleman of great respectability and correct 
information, residing at Natchez, raises the 
number of whites in the island. of New- 
Orleans, on the west side of the river, and 
some setilements on the east side, to 50,150, 
and. the number of blacks to 39,820.—lIt is 
at all tumes difficult to obtain the true census 
of a country, and the impediments are in- 
creased in this from its. scattered population. 
The actual enumeration may, therefore, fall 
m x) the true numbers. 

Mititia —Therei is a militia in Louisiana. 
The fol owing is the return of it made to the 
vo of Spain by the Baron of Carondelet. 

: lize, to the city 5. volunteers of 
rhe Aississippi ; 4 companies ot 4109 
r complete “ 400 
tialion of the ay. ; 5 compa- 


eompany, with | supetnome- ia, 
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prehending Galvez-town, _Baton- 
Rouge, Pointe Coupée, Atacapas and 
Opelousas, viz. 
2 companies of grenadiers, 
8 do. of fusileers, 
4+ do. of dragoons, 
2 do. lately added from Bayou Sara, 
making 16 companies of 100° men 


1600 


each - - - - - 
Avoyelles, 1 company of infantry 100 
Oucheta, 1 do. of cavalry ~- - 100 


Natchotochpes, 1 do. of infantry and 
lofcavalry - - : - 200 
Arkansas, 1 do. of infantry and cavalry 100 
Illinois, These are always 
4 do. of cavalry, Pavore the comple- 
4 do. of infantry,J ments = - - 800 
Provincial regiments of Germans and 
Acadians, from the Ist German coast 
to Iberville, 
10 companies, viz. 2 of sme saeied 8 of 
fusileers - - 1000 
Mobille, and the country east of ‘Lake 
Ponchartrain, 
2 companies of horse and foot, incom- 
picte - - - - - 120 
5,440 
The same gentleman alluded to makes 
the number of the militia to amount to 
10,340 men, within the same Jimits 1@ which 
his estimate of the population applies, He 
distributes them in the settlement, as ful- 
lows : 
1, The island of New-Orleans with 
the opposite margin, and the adjacent 
settlements - : - -“ 5000 
2. The west margin from Manchac,  ~ 
including Pointe Coupée, and extend- 


ing tothe Red river - ~ 800 
3. Atacapas, along the coast, between 

the Delta of the ueiep, and bs , 

river Sabine - 350 
4. Opelousas 750 
5. Red river, factoding Bay on 

Beeuf, Avoyelles, apy aud, Nate Abe 

chitoches - : - 4000 
6. Ouachita - A - . $00 
7, Concord « - - “ - £0 
8. Arkansas - * +. 160 
9. New Madrid and its dicinity - 850 
10. Illinois and Missouri - 1000 
11, The settlements on the east side. 

of the Mississippi, from the American — 

‘line to the Tberville, and some other: : 

settlements ww 6000 
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It is to be observed, that none of these 
statements include the country beyond the 
river Sabine, nor even ali those which lie 
eastwardly of it. Data are alsé wanting to 
give them, 

FortTiFfications.—St. Louis has a lieu- 
tenant-colonel to command in it, and but 
few troops. Baton Rouge is an ill-construct- 
ed fort, sd has about fifty mén. In de- 
scribing the canal of Cagondelet, the small 
fort of St. Jean nas been mentioned, as has 
the block-house at the Balize in #8 proper 

lace. The fortifications of New-Orleans 

oticed before, Consist of five ill constructed 
redoubts, with a covered Way, palisade and 
ditch. The whole is going fast to décay, 
and it is supposed they would be of but little 
service in case of an attack. Though the 
powder magazine is on the opposite side’ of 
the river, there is no sufficient provision | 
made for its removal tothe city, in case of 
need.—The fort of Plaquemines, which is 
about twelve or thirteen leagues from the sea, 
is an ill-constructed, irregalar brick work, © 
on the eastern side of the Mississippi, with a 
Witch in front of thé river, and protected on 
the lower side by a.deep creck, flowing from 
the river to the sea. It is however, imper- 
Téctly closed behind, and almost without de- 
fence there; too much reliance having been 
placed on the swampiness ef the ground, 
which ‘hardens daily. It might be taken, 
perhaps, by escalade, without difficulty. 
It isin a degree ruinous. ‘ The principal 
front is meant to defend the approach from ° 
the sea, dnd can oppose, at most, but eight 
heavy guns. It is built at a turn in the - 
river, where ships in general must anchor, 
as the wind which brings them up so far, is 
contrary in the next reach, which they’most- 
ty work through : and they would thefefore 
be exposed to the fire of the fort. On ‘the 
‘Opposite banks are rains of a small closed 
redoubt, called Fort Bourbon, usually gar- 
‘risoned “by, a serjeant’s command. Its fire 
was intended to flank that of the Fort of 
Plaquemines, and prevent shipping and craft 
‘fiom ascénding or descending on that side. 
en a vessel appears, a signal is made on 
‘Ohe side, ‘and dnswefed on the other. Should 
‘she attemipt to” pass, ‘without sending a boat 
‘on shore, shin qwouild “be” immediatshy fired 


| The Indian nations within || 
ts of Louisiana are, as far as known, 
tws, and consist of the numbers here- | 
$pecified.—On the Eastern ‘bank of. 
Mississippi,, about twenty-five leagues 
Orleans the remains of the nation of 
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sons. There are no other Indians settled on 
this side of the river, either in Louisiana or 
West-Florida, though they are at times fre- 
quented by parties of wandering Choctaws.— 
On the West side of the Mississippi are the 
remains of the Tounicas; settled near and 
above Pointe Coupée ch the river, consisiing 
of 50 or 60 perons. — In the Atacapas.—On 
the lower parts of the Bayou Teche, at about 
eleven or twelve leagues from the sea, are two 
villages of Chitimachas, consistiug of about 
100 souls. — The Atacapas, properly so called, 
dispersed throughout the district, and chiefly 
on the Bayou or creek of Vermillion, about 

100 souls.—Wanderers of the tribes of Bi- 
lexis and Choctaws on Bayou Crocodile, 

which empties into the Teche, about 50 

souls.——In tbe Opelousas ito the N.W. of 
Atacapas.—Two villages of Alibamas in the 

centre of the district near the church, con- 

sisting of 100 persons.—Conchates dispersed 

through the country as far West as the river 

Sabinas and its neighbourhood, about 350 

persons.— On the River Rouge.—At Avoy- 

elles, nineteen leagues from the Mississipp!, 
is a village of the Biloni nation, and another 
on the lake of the Avoyelles, the whole 
about 60 souls.—At the Rapide, twenty-six 
leagues from the Mississippi, is a vil- 
lage of Choctaws of 100 souls, and another 
of Biloxes, about two leagues from 1, of 


|} about 100 more: about eight ‘or nine 


leagues higher up' the Red’ River is a village 
of about 50 souls. All these are occasion- 
ally employed by the settlers in’ ‘théir neigh- 
bourhood, as boatmen:—A bout eighty leagues 
‘above Natchitoches, on the Red River, is the 
nation of the Cadoquies, called by ‘abbrev!- 
‘ation’Cados } they ¢an raise from 3 to 400 
warriors, “are-the friends of the whites, and 
are esteemed the bravest and most generous of 
“all the nations in this ee country ; rf oe 
‘rapidly decreasing, owing to intemperal 
at the’ enneele annually destroyed by the 
Osages and Choctaws,.—There are, besides 
‘the foregoing, at least 4 to 500 faniilies of 
Chottaws, Who. are: dispersed on: the West 
side of the Mississippi, on the Otracheta and 
Red_ Rivers, as far West as Natchitocnes, 
and ‘the whole’nation would have emigrated 
Sactoss the Mississippi, had it mot been “4 
the opposition of the Spaniards and the 
“Indians on that ‘side. who rad -sufteres 
their ag —On thé River Arkar 
‘€c.—Between the Red ‘River and the 
kanzas there are ‘but'a few Indians, the 7 
mains of tribes almost extinét.: Od'tht 
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have always been attached to the French, 
and espoused their cause in their wars with 
the Chickasaws, whom they have always 
resisted with success. They live in three 
villages, the first is at eighteen leagues from 
the Mississippi on the Arkanzas river, and 
the others are at three and six leagues 
from the first. A scarcity of game on the 
Eastern side of the Mississippi. has lately 
induced a number of Cherokees, Choctaws, 
Chickasaws, &c. to frequent.the neighbour- 
hood of Arkanzas, where game is still in 
abundance ; they have cuntracted: mar- 
riages with the Arkanzas, aad seem inclined 
to make a permanent seitlement and incor- 
porate themselves with that nation. The 
number is unknown, but is considerable, and 
is every day increastng.—On the river St, 

Francis, in the neighbourhood of New Ma- 

drid, Cape Girardeau, Riviere a la Pomme, 
and the eavirons, are settled a number of 
vagabouds, emigrants from the Delawares, 
Shawanese, .Miamis, Chickasaws, Chero- 
Kees, Piorias, and supposed to consist in all 


of 500 families ; they are at tiaies trouble- | 


some to the bo..ts.descending the river, and 
have even plundered some of them and 
committed a few murders. They are attach- 
ed to liquor, seldom remain Jong in any 
place, many of thenr speak English, all 
understand it, and there are some who even 
read and write it.—At St. Genevieve, in the 
settlement among the whites, are about 30 
Piorias, Kaskaskias, and Illinois, who sel- 
dom hunt for fear of other Indians ; ; they 
are the remains of a nation which fifty years 
ago could bring into the field one thousand 
two hundred warriors.—On the Missouri.— 
On the Missouri and its waters are many and 
Dumerous nations, the best known of which 
ate: the Osages, situated on the river of the 
same naine ; on the right bank of the Mis- 
souri, at about eighty leagues from its con- 
fluences with it : they consist of 1000 war- 
riors, who live in two settlements at no great 
distance from.each other, They are of-a 


‘gigantic stature and well proportioned, are 


enemies of the whites and of all other In- 
dian pations, and commit depredations from 
the Ilinois to the Arkanzas. . The trade of 
this nation is,said to.be under an exclusive 


grant, They, are a cruel ros ferocious race, 


and. are hated and feared b Pag the other 
Indians. The. conflacnce. the Osage river 
with the Missouri is about eighty leagues 
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the Osages, and often molest and _ jll-treat 
those who go to trade among them.—Sixty 
leagues above the river Kanzas, and at about 
twouhundred from the mouth of the Missouri, 
stilk on the right bank, is the river Platte, 
or Shallow Riyer, remarkable for its guick- 
sands and bad navigation; and near its con: 
fluence with the Missouri, dwells the na- 
tion of Octolactos, commonly called Octos, 
consisting of about 200 warriors, among 
whom are 25 or 80 of the nation of Mis- 
souri, who took refuge among them about 
twenty-five years since.—Forly leagues up 
the River Platte you come to ihe nation of the 
Panis, compo.ed of about 700 watrior: in four 
neighbouring villages: they hunt ttle, and are 
il] provided with fire arms : they ofien make 
war on the Spaniards in th neighbourhood 
of Santa-Fé, from which they are net far 
distant.—At three hundred leagues from the 
Mississippi, and one hundred fromm the River 
Platte, on the same banks, are situated the 
villages of the Mahas. They consisted in 
1799 of 500 warriors, but are said to have 
been almost cut off last year by the small 
pox.—At fifty leagues above the Mahas ana@ 
on the left bank of the Missouri, dwell the 
Poncas, to the number of 250 warriors, 
possessing in common with the -*\ahas their 
language, ferocity, and vices. ‘Their trade 
has never been of much value, and those 
engaged in it are exposed to pillage ‘and ill 
treatment.—At the distance of four hundred 
and fifty leagues from. the Mississippi, and 
on tbe right bank of the Missouri, dwell 
the Aricaras, to the number of 700 warriors ; 
and sixty leagues above them, the Mandane 
nation consisting of about 700 warriors like- 
wise. These two last nations are well dis- 
posed to the whites, but have betn the vic- 
tims of the Sioux, or Nandowessies, who 
being themselyes well provided with fire 
arms, have taken advantage of the de- 
fenceless situation of the others, and have, 
on all occasions, murdered them without 
mercy.—No discoveries on the Missouri, be- 
yond the Mandane nation, have beet fecu- 
rately detailed, though the traders have been 
informed that many large uavigable rivers 
discharge their waters into it, far above it, 
and that there are many nomerous nations 


settled on them.—The Sioux or Nandowes- 


sies, who frequent the country between = 
north bank of the Missouri gad er | 

are agreat impediment to tfade and’n 

tion. “They endeavour to prevent all’ com- 
_Munication "with the nations dwelling high 
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souri, and massacre all who-fall into their 
7 handsA—There are a number of nations ata 
distance from the banks of the Missouri, to 
i themorth and south, concerning whom but 
gt! little rinfotmation has been received. Re- 
io turning ;to the Mississippi, and ascending it 
from the Missouri, about seventy-five leagues 
above. the mouth of the latter, the River 
Momgona, on/Riviere de Moine, enters the 
Mississippi on’! the west side, and on it are 
situated the Ayoas, a nation originally from 
Missousi; speaking the language of the Ota- 
, tachas,;‘it-consisted’ of 200 warriors before 
iW the small-pox. lately raged among them.— 
Hy The Sacs and Renards dwell on the Missis- 
* sippi, about three hundred leagues above St. 
Louis, and frequently trade with it: they 
live together, and consist of 500 warriors : 
‘their chief, trade is with Michilimakinak, 
wnd they have always been peaceable and 
fiiend!y.-The other nations on the Missis- 
‘sippi,higher up, are but little known to us. 
~The nations of the Missouri, though cruel, 
treacherous, and insolent, may doubtless be 
skept.in,order by the United States, if pro- 
is per regulations are adopted with respect to 
ria? them,+—It.is said that no treaties have been 
hii eateredinto by Spain with the Indian nations 
| westward of the Mississippi, and that its 
teaties, with the Creeks, Choctaws, &c. are 
in effect superseded by our treaties with that 
-powerof the 27th October, 1795. 
jp¢ OF LLanos ANd Titres, — The lands 
aré,helds in, some instances, by grants from 
ythe, crown, but mostly from the celonial 
~government; Perbaps not one quarter part 
of, the-Jands granted in Louisiana are held by 
‘Compleie tities; and of the remainder a 
gonsiderable, art, depends upon a written 
permirsion of a commandant. Not asmail 
. proportiongs held by occupancy with a sim- 
“ple yerbal; permission of the cfficer last- 
Amentioggd, This practice has always been 
.countenanced .by the Spanish government, 
inorder, that .poor men, when: they found 
themsetves alittle at ease, might at their 
-2wa,couvemency apply for and obtain com- 
“pleie.titles, In the meau-time such imper- 
Aect-rights were sutiered by the government 
;ta,de.cend” by inhcritance, and even to be 
ar rah pvt contract. When re- 
i'¢ they have been seized by jadicia! au- 
_thesity, apd.sold for the payment of debts.— 
‘ Untu 9, thin. a few years, the goveinor of 
Wpper,Lowsiana was authorised to” make 
" gurvey; ny extent. In the exercise of 
“power, some abuses were 
a: anda few small ‘monopolies 
teated. About tree years ago, he 
ereted. in this branch. of his duty; 
be has been only euthcrised ‘to 
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change of crops. One Parisian Arpert 
one-hundred and eighty feet squase may 
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make surveys to emigrants in the: following 
manner: two hundred acres for eachiman 
and wife, fifty acres for each child, and 
twenty acres for each’ slave. Hence the 
quantity of land allowed to settlers depend. 
ed on the number in each family;.and for 
this quantity of landsthey paid no more than 
the expense of survey. These surveys 
were necessary, to entitle the settlers to 
Peon and the governor, and after him the 
ntendant at New-Orleans, was alene au- 
thorized to execute grants on the receipt of 
the surveys from the settlers, The admi- 
nistration of the land-office is at present 


under the care of the Intendant of the Pro. ! 
vince.——There are no. feudal rights nor { 
noblesse.—-—-It is impossible to ascertain ’ 
the quantity of lands granted, without call- I 
ing on the claimants to exhibit their titles; j 
the registry being incomplete; and the r 
maps made by the different surveyors ge- C 
neral having been burnt in the fires at New iF 
Orleans of 1788 and 1794. No estimate a 
has been obtained.——All the lands on n 
both sides of the Mississippi, from the dis- F 
tance of sixteen leagues below New Or- t} 
leans to Baton Rouge, are granted to the p 
depth of forty acres, or neara league, which th 
is the usual depth of all grants. ’ Some have th 
double and triple grants : that is to say, they vi 
have. twice or thrice forty acres in depth; th 
and others have grants extending from the foi 
Mississippi to the sea or. the lakes behind be 
them. In other parts of the. country, the thi 
people, being generally settled on the banks Joy 
of creeks or rivers, have a front of from six an 
to forty acres, and the grant almost. inva- Ur 
riably expresses a depth of forty acres. | All Fic 
the ungranted lands in the island. of New- 18 
Orleans, or on the opposite bank of the 155 


Mississippi, are sunken-or inundated, and ( 
at present unfit for cultivation; but may, 





imp 





of the rich and enterprising, 
CuttivaTIon oF suGaR.——The sv- 
gar-cane may be cultivated between the 
river Iberville and the city, on both sides © 
the river, and as far back a6 the swamps. 
Below the city, however, the lands decline 
so rapidly that beyond. fifteen miles the on 
is not well adapted to it. Above the vor 
ville the cane would be affected by 2a 
cold, and its produce would: therefore “ 
uncertam, “Within. these limits the _ 
planters admit that one quarter of the <0 a 
tivated lands ef any considerabl raga al 
may be planted an cane, eT 
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pasture, ad the remaining half emp!) a 
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expected to produce, on an average, twelve 
hundred weight of sugar, and fifty gallons of 
rum.——From the above data, admitting 
that both sides of the river are planted for 
ninety miles in extent, and ,about three- 
fourths of a mile in depth, it will result that 
the annual product may amount, in round 
numbers, to twenty-five thousand hogsheads 
of sugar, with twelve thousand puncheons 
of rum. | Enterprising young planters say, 
that one-third, or even one half of the ara- 
ble land might be planted in cane. It may 
also be rema:ked that a regular supply of 
provisions from above, at a moderate price, 
would enable the planter to give his atten- 
tion to a greater body of land cultivated 
witheane. The whole of these lands, as 
may be supposed, are granted: but in the 
Atacapas country, there is undoubtedly a 
portion, parallel to the sea-coast, fit for the 
culture of the sugar cane. ~There vacant 
lands are to be found, but the proportion is | 
at present unknown,——In the above re- 
marks the lands at Terre aux Beeufs, on the 
Fourche, Bayou St. Jean, and other inlets of 
the: Mississippi, south of the latitude sup- 
posed to divide those which are fit, from 


those which are unfit, for the cultivation of |} 


the cane, have been entirely kept out of 
view. Including these and taking one- 
third ‘instead of one-fourth of the land fit 
for sugar, the produce of the whole would 
be fifty-thousand instead of twenty-five 
thousand hogsheads of sugar.——The fol- 
lowing quantities of sugar, brown, clayed 
and refined, have been imported into the 
United States, from Louisiana and the 
Floridas, viz. ——In 1799, 773,654 1b: 
1800, 1,560,865: 1801, 967,619: 1802, 
1557693 3. 

Or- THE Laws.——When the country 
was first ceded to Spain, she preserved many 
of the French regulations, but by almost 
imperceptible degrees, they have disappear- 
ed, and-at present the province is governed 
entirely by the laws of Spain, .and. the 
onsite formed expressly for the co- 
ony.» 

Sinvinn OF juSsTICE.——The gover- 
nor’s: ‘court has a civil and military jurisdic- 
tion throughout the province. That of the | 
lieutenant-governor has the same extent in 


des, whose jurisdiction, civil and criminal, | 
extends through the city of New-Orleans | 
and! five;leagues around it, where.the parties 
have ‘no fuera, militar, or military privilege ; 
asfer their causes to ~{ 
the governor. Fhe wibunal of the inten- 
dant:has cognizance of admiralty and fiscal 
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recovery of money io the. king's name-or 
against him. ‘The tribunal of the Aicalde 
Provincal has cognizance of criminal causes, 
where offences afe committed in theccoun- 
try, or when the criminal takes-refuge there, 
and in other specified cases. ‘The eccle- 
siastical tribunal has jurisdiction in all mats 
ters respecting the church.—— The governor, 
lieutenant governor, Alcaldes, -Infendant, 
Provincal Alcalde, and the Provisior in ec- 
clesiastical causes, are respectively so'e judges, 
All sentences affecting the life of the cal- 
prit, except those of the Alcalde Provincal, 
must be ratified by the supenor tribunal, 
or captain general, according to the nature 
of the cause, before they are carried into exe- 
cution. The governor has not the power of 
pardoning criminals. An auditor and an as- 
sessur, who are doctors of law, are appoitited 
to give counsel to those judges; but for 
some time past there has beew no assessor. 

lf the judges do not consult those officers, or 
do vot follow their opinions, they make 
themselves responsible for their decisions. — 
The commandants of districts have also’a 
species of judicial power. They hear end 
determine all peeuniary causes vot exceeding 
the value of one hundred dollars. When the 
suit is for a large sum, they commence the 
process, collect the proofs, and remit ‘the 
whole to the governor, to be decided by the 
proper tribunal, ‘They caf inflict bo‘eorpe- 
real punishment except’ upon slaves; bat 

they have the power of arresting and impri- 

soning when they think it necessary; advice of 
which, and their reasons, must be transmitted 

to the governor. Sinall’ svits ure deter- 

mined in a summary way, by hearing both 














parties vivd voce; but in suits of t thm a 


magnitude the proceedings are carried on by 
petition and reply, replication and rejoinder, 
reiteratéd until the auditor thinks they have’ 
nothing new to say: Then all the’ proofs, 
either party chooses to adduce, are taken be- 
fore the keeper of the records of the court, 
who_is always a notary public. —— The par- 
lies have now an opportunity vel their 
remarks upon the evidence by way of pefi- 
tion, and of bringing forward opposing proofs, 
When the auditor considers the cavee as 
mature, he issues his decree, which recéives 
its binding foice fromthe governor's signa- 
ture where the cause depends before him.—~ 


| There is an appeal to Havanna, if applied 


for within five days after the date of the de- 
cree, in causes about a certain value. All 
ulterior appeals lie to the audience which 
formerly sat at St. Domingo, but which is 
now removed to the court oF Cuba, and fron 
thence to the council of the Indies hs <a 

| saa 


——Suiis are_of various durations, 
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deaiiZ 
cuniary matters the laws encourage summary 
proceedings. An execution may be had on 
fae a bond in four days, and in the same space on 
ly a note of hand afier the party acknowledges 
| it, or after his signature is proved, Moveable 
property is sold after giving nine days warn- 
ing, provided it be three times publicly cried 
in that interval. Landed property must be 
likewise cried three times, with an interval 
of nine days. between each, and it may then 
be sold. All property taken in execution 
must be appraised and sold for at least half of 
the appraisement. In pecuniary matters the 
governor decides verbally without appeal, 
when the sum does not exceed one hundred 
dollars. The Alcaides have the same privilege 
when the amount is not above twenty dol- 
it lars,<—— Jn. addition to these courts, four 
vee years ago, there were established four Al- 
ith caldes de Barrio, or petty magistrates, one 
for each of the four quarters of the city, with 
a view to improve its police. They hear and 
decide all demands not exceeding ten dollars, 
i exercise the power of committing to prison, 
q and in.case of robbery, riot, or assassination, 
they can, by caliing on a notary, take cogni 


they are) bound, to remit the proceedings to 
same of othe;other judges, and in all casés 
whatever, to give them information when 
they have, eommitied any person to prison — 
Most of the spits are on personal contracts, 
rights to, dower, .inheritances and tities to 
Jand.,,, Those:arising from personal quarrels 
are, generally decided in a summary way. 
The, ighabitaats-are. said. not. to be liti- 
gious. . ‘ ‘ 

Lawyers and Costs of the Court and their 
Officers. ——The number of lawyers is small, 
not exceeding three or four.attornies. Their 
fees.are,smail.. Suits are carried on in wri- 
tings calied escritos, which may be drawn up 

_by the parties themselves, if they please, but 
they must,be presented by the escribano or 
‘notary, who isthe keeper of the records of 
the | court.——The fees of the judges are 
twenty-five cents for every half signature 
. or flourish). which is. usvaily affixed on 
_ common, occasions, fifty cents for every 
‘signature, and two dollars and three- 
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°] gas zes on. law points, are twelve 
a) Ra cents. for every Jeaf of which 


to neyy when ¢ nployed, are sixty-two and 
a halbecnts for a sinsple petition or escrito, 
fit should be necessary to read a pro- 
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2e 8 Cupsisis, and fowr dollars for | —Punishments are 
i Slaw cited, Those ot the at- |, mostly consist of 
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should require much time and labour, he 
is compensated in proportion, besides 
twelve and a hatf cents per leaf for pes 
rusing the papers. For attendanceon an 

business he is allowed one dollar and fifiy 
cents for the’ assistance of two and a half 
hours. The notary has filty cents for each 
decree or order of the judge, twenty five 
cents for a notification in his oflice, and 
fifty cents for one out of it, but within the 
city : one dollar and seven eights for every 












































attendance of two anda half hours on bu. 

siness, and twenty-five cents additional for 
every leaf of paper written by him. —A ] 
counsellor or two have sometimes resided ( 
at New-Orleans, but, being generally ; t! 
found obnoxious to the officers of the go- g 
vernment, they have not continued there, fc 
The counsellor values his own services, and, in 
in general, exacts large sums. The attor- 31 
ney generally receives from the party who hu 
employs him more than is allowed by law. ge 
Crimes, Criminal Jurisprudence, and Pu- no 
nishments.—In cases of petty crimes, the the 
cognizance of the proper court may be nai 
said to be final, and without appeal; and, of | 
‘most commonly, such causes are decided | ‘ 
in a summary way. With respect to crimes ab 
of a deeper dye, more solemnity is used. Ving 
A ‘person skilled in the laws is always no- dol! 
minated by the court to defend the accused. bish 
The trial is not public; but examinations non: 
und depositions in writing are taken pri- doll: 
vately by the auditor, at any time most the- 
convenient to himself, at which nevertheless as m. 
the counsel of the aceused is admitted to from 
be present. He has also every kind of dred 
privilege granted to him in making his de- laries 
fence, Such suits are generally very te- With ; 
dious anJ expensive, when he is wealthy. exper 
The condemned is entitled to an appeal as tléea 
in civil cases, provided he gives security thous 
for the payment of the fature coasts. There Place 
appears, however, to be a virtual appeal attach 
in every capital condemnation, because 4 Bhar 
ec ng 






stay of execution takes place until the com 
firmation of the sentence returns from St. 
Jago de Cuba, where there is a grand tribu- 
fat established consisting of five a 
before whom counsellors plead as they do 
in our courts.—Crimes of great atrocity i 
very rare. Murder, ‘by stabbing, seem d 
be ‘confined. to’ the Spanish soldiers 0” 

sailors. ~ The terror of the mag? ee 

power restrains assaults, batterie FOES, OE 
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sury, Marder, arson, and aggravated rob- 
bery of the king’s treasury or effects are 
punished with death. Robbery of private 
persons, to any amount, is never punished 
with death, but by restitution, imprison- 
ment, and sometimes enormous costs. 
Crimes against the king’s revenue, suchas 
contraband trade, are punished with hard 
labour for life, ora term of years, on board 
the gallies, in the mines, or on the public 
works, 

LearninG.—There are no colleges, and 
but one public school, which is at New- 
Orleans. The masters of this are paid by 
the king. They teach the Spanish lan- 
guage only. There are few private schools 
for children. Not more than half of the 
inhabitants are supposed to be able to read 
and write, of whom not more than two 
hundred perhaps are able todo it well. In 
general the learning of the inhabitants does 
not extend beyond those two arts ; though 
they seem to be endowed with a good 
natural genius, and an uncommon facility 
of learning whatever they undertake. 

Tre Cuurcu,—The clergy consists of 
a bishop, who does not reside in the pro- 
vince, and whose salary of four thousand 
dollars is charged on the revenue of certain 
bishopricks in Mexico and Cuba ; two ca- 
nons having each a salary of six hundred 
dollars ; and twenty-five curates, five for 
the city of New Orleans, and twenty for 
as many country parishes, who receive each 
from three hundred and sixty to four hun- 
dred and eighty dollats a year. Those sa- 
laries, except that of the bishop, together 
with an allowance for sacristans and chapel 
expenses are paid by the treasury at New- 
Orleans, and amount annually to thirteen 
thousand dollars.—There are also at that 
place ‘a convent of Ursulines, to which is 
attached about a thousand acres of land, 
rented out in three plantations, “Phe nuns 

sare now in number not mofe than ten or 
| twelve, dnd are all French. There were 

formerly about the same numberof Spanish® 
ladies belonging to the order ; but they re- 

tired to Maveske | 
it was expected that the province would be | 
transférred to’Ftarice. | he reitiaining nuns | 
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Or tHe Orricers oF GOVERNMENT, 
—Those officers who are merely judicial, 
have been already mentioned, and there- 
fore some of them will be altogether omite 
ted in this place, The executive officers 
appointed by the governor, for each divi- 
sion of the province, and called commans 
ders, are generally taken from the army, 
and the militia‘oficer has the directton of 
military matters, Where there ts a gar- 
rison, the commandant is sub-delegate of 
the intendant, and draws upon him for all 
expenses incurred. In that case he has the 
charge of-all matters relating to the reve- 
nue, within his district. — The duties of 
commandants are to superintend the police, 
preserve the peace of the district, examine 
the passports of travellers, and to suffer no 
strangers to*séttle within the limits of theit 
command, without regular leave obtained 
from government. They are to prevent 
tell ths to certify that all lands, peti- 
tiened for by thé intabitant are vacant be 
fore they are granted, and when required, 
put the owner in possession. They are, 
besides, notaries publi¢, and in theirofices 
it is necessary 'to register all’sales of lands 
and slaves, and even &#make the contracts 
for those purposes, before then, \ They act 
as sheritls, levy executions’ on property, at= 
tend and certify the: sale,» and collect the’ 
proceeds, They also take inventories «f 
the property of intestates, ‘ By an ordis 
nance of Baron Carondelet,’ Syndics are+es¢ 
tablished for every three leagues, who are 
subordinates to the commandant, decide 
small causes, ‘and have the police of roads, 
levies, travellers and negroes,—The officers 
of the general government ‘are the follow- 
ing: beside’ fis jndicial powers, the go- 
vernor is chief of the army and militia, and 
the head of ‘the civil government. He is 
also president of the Cabildo, or provincial 
council. Hé appoints and removes, \ iat 
pleasure, the commandants of districts. He 
‘appoints the officers of the militiay who are 
nevertheless commissioned by the kingyand 
he recommends military officers ‘for pre- 
fermént. He is super-intendant® of «In- 
dian “affairs. He pronfilgates ordinances 
for the good’ government and improvement 
of the prévince; but he has ‘nopowerste 
‘assess taxés upon the inhabitants withoat 
their consént. ‘ Until the year 1798, bexpes- 
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Their office is very hanourable, but it is ac- 
quired by purchase . They have a right to 
represent, atid. even to remonstrate to the 
governor, in respect to the interior govern- 
ment. of ihe province. The.police of the 
city_is under their contro] and direction, In 
it they regulate the admission of physicians 
and’ surgeons to practice. Two members 
of the Cabildo Serve, by turns, monthly, and 
take upon themselves the immediate super- 
intendance of markets, »bakers, . streets, 
bridges, and the yeneral police of the city. 
This council dist: ibptes among ts mem- 
bers sevefal iinportant offices, such as al- 
guazil, mayor, high sheriff, alcalde provin- 
cal, procuiéar. genéral, &c. The last men- 
tioned is a very important charge. The 
' person’who holds it is not merely the king’s 
ith attorney butan officer peculiar to the civil 
| taw, ‘He -does ‘not always prosecute; but, 
after conviction, he indicates the punish- 
ment anwexed by law to the crime, and 
which iiay (be, ‘and is mitigated »by the 
court. “Likeothe chancellor m the English 
Ute system,’ He‘isuhe curator.and protector of 
Hie orphans; &er.and finally he is.the ex- 
: pounderofithe law, the:defender of the pri- 
vileges® belonging to the town, province or 
colony, “andodhe accuser of every public 
‘office rthat«infiinges thems.—-The C.bildo is 
‘also vested with\a species of judicial authc- 
‘rity. The antendant isichiefof the depart- 
> ghents: of finance and commerce, and -exer- 
‘eises the judicial powers already meitioned. 
He isientirely independent of the governor, 
* @ndno'public momes ean be issued without 
his'express‘order.;, The land office is under 
his direction.—«The contador, treasurer, and 
interventor, are officers;subordinate to the 
. ©'Patendapitio! The first:has four clerks under 
hing atid) keeyis all aceounts and documents 
respecting. the reveipt.and expenditure of 
the revenue, and is, therefore, a\check upon 
the intendant. -The.treasurer is properly | 
#0 more thanca Cashier; and is allowed one 
 GlerkJes Phe ainteryentor superintends all 
public. purchases—andbargains. The ad- 
ministsator is also;snbordinaie to the inten- 
dant; and with anuaber of inferior officers, | 
> wanagesrevery thing respecting the custom- | 
® 
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tribunals, as beforé intimated. A Seeretary 
of the. government_and another of theinten- 
dancy,—A_ surveyor-geneneral, — A harbour. 
master.—A store-keeper, who takes charge 
of all public moveable property.— An inter. 
preter of the French and Spanish languages, 
and a number of other inferior officers. 
All appointments. inthe province, with a 
salary of more than thirty dollars per month, 
are made by the king, and most of those 
with a lower salary, by the governor of in- 
tendant, as belongs to their respective de- 
partments. There are no officers chosen by 
the people.—The salaries and perquisites of 
the principal officers are as follows: 
; p. salary. pp. perquisites, 

































Governor, aaually, 6.000 ; 
Intendant, . 4,000 none, 
Auditor, — 2,000 2,000 
Contador, 2,000 none, 
Assessor, 3,200 1,200 | 
Treasurer, 1,200 node, | 
Administrator, 13300 none, f 
Sec’ of Government, ’ 600 2,000 : 
The commandants of distriets receive each ‘ 
100 dollars from the kiig, annually, unless } 
they are possessed of a’ military employment 2 
or pension. u 
TAXES AND puUTrZs:—Instead of ‘paying d 
local taxes, each inhabitant is’ bound to make tl 
and repair roads, bridges, aad embankments p! 
through his own land.—At duty of six -per sa 
cent. is payable at 'thecustomi-house, on the Ww 
transfer of shipping.'+ It #aseertained upon 45 
the sum which the buyer wind’ sellercdeclare is: 
to be the real consideration, °°.As no oath is cir 
required from | eithér} they seldom report of | 





more ‘than’ half the’ price: —Thie following 
taxes até also payablein theprovinee.—1w9 
per cent. on legacies and idheritances, com 
ing’ from colaterals, and: exceeding 2,000 
dollars.— Four pér cent.on! legacies, gv" 
to persons who até not relative: geen | 
tor.—A tax on civil employments; the * ; 
ties of which exceed 300-dollars:annna!), 
called media annatay amounting. to.halt i 
first year’s salary.» By gertaim cticets oad 
to. be paid in. two ana uments, * 
2 kgs in four.» The st pe 
pointed, to..ane ty-created, et 
«mothi dente tae ef ied On, 
a :d. him,--Sey 8 aM8 i; 
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row-boat, that goes. out to put the pilot on 
-board,pr to take hia) ashore.—A tax of 40 
dollars per annum for licetices to sell liquors. 
——A taxon cettaig places when sold, such 
pe. 2 “of, Regidor, Notary, Attorney, &c. 
ut the” principal tax is that of six per 
cent. levied on all imports, according, to 2 
low tauff. The proceeds of which nett 
about 120,000 dollars, whilst all the other 
taxes are said not to yield more than 5 or 
6000. dollars anaually. 


Expenses AND DEBT.— The expenses of 
the present government, comprehending the 
pay and support of thé- regiment of Loui- 
siana, part of a battalion of the regiment of 
Mexico, a company of dragoons,’ and one 
of artillery, which form the garrison of 
the country, including Mobille ; the repairs 
of public buildings and fortifications; the 
maintenance of a few gallies to convey 
troops and stores throughout the province ; 
Indian presents‘and salaries of officers, cler- 
gy, and persons’employed for public purpo- 
gs, amount to. about 650,000 dollars. <A 
sum in specie, which’ does not generally ex- 
ceed 490,000 dollars is annually sent from 
Vera Cruz; but this, together with. the 
amount: of, taxes collected in the province, 
usually leaves adeficieney of 100 or 150,000 
dollars, for which certificates are issued to 
the+persons: who, may. have. furnished sup- 
plies, or, to officers -and workmen for their 
salaries. Hence a. debt has accumulated, 
‘which it is. said, amounts at present to about 
450,000: dellars. It bears no interest, and 
is tow depreciated 30 per cent: The latter 
circumstance has taken place not from want 
of confidence in: the eventual payment of the 
certificates but from the uncertainty of the 
timeswhen,; and the want and general value 
of specie; The whole of this debt is said to 
be dne to.the inhabitants, and to American 
residents. “It would have. been long since 
paidioff, but for a diversion of the funds, 
destined for that purpose, to different and 
entenam objects. 

“Turorts' Anp exPorts.—The produc- 
tions of Louisiana are sugar, cotton, indigo, 
Pe! furs and peltry, lumber, tar, pitch, lead, 

horses and cattle. Population alone 
is waning to’ multiply them to an astonish- 


ing degree "The soil is fertile, the climate 
ubFious, and the’ fme¢ans of communica- 


tion between most parts of the province cer- 
tie find: by’ ae Tt zn has been 
tay present exports 
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20,000 bales. .cfoot- 
ton, of Scwt. each, 
at 20 cents perth, 

45 ,Q00' casks of) stu+ af Be 
gar, 10ewtyeach) { 302\400 ditte,. - 
at 6 cents per tb. , iyi 

800 do. molasses, 100: 
gallons each, 


“pata 160,000'§ Smiaithes 


| rapidly, 
Peltry; - » .» 200,000". | Mf 
Lumber, - ‘ 80,000 Jyo¥ 
Lead; corn, horses and Me Bib yod 
cattle uncertain. Ge iy : 
All other articles, sap+ ot 
pose = * + 100,000 f 
| 2)158,000 2G 652) 
According to official returns in the em tis 
sury of the United States, theré were ime 
ported into our:territory from, Wouisieha-and 
the Floridas, merchandize to the follgwang f 
amounts, in the several years prefixed ys 
Dollars, Ts 
In 1799 to the value of 507,188) «>; 9 
16800 ~ - » » 904,322: 4, 
1801 - * § $950,435.,© mi 
1802, 4) sith! 08,006,2140 i 
. According tothe’ same authority, Soiich 
makes the total of the exports toramount to 
2,158,000 dollars, the imports.in mereban* 
dize, plantation-utensils, ‘slaves, 8, amount 
to two and ai! half: millions,/the aifferepoe 
being made up by the money intrduggd by 
the government; 'to pay the expenses 
verning and protecting:the gy lye 
ing). to the returacinahe treasury , ofthe 
United States, exports have been, “to 
Louisiana and the Ploridas, to thetphewing i 
amount in the years prefixed: mit Ley rh 
In 1799 to thervalue of 6/9444 , 


Dollars. , 
1,344,000 increasing, 
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It is to be observed, that if the total of 
the imports-and the exports into and from 
these provinces, of which the two Floridas 
are‘bat a very unimportant part, with re- 
spect to both, ‘be as above supposed, viz. 

Imports, “+ + 2,500,000 dollars. 

Exports, ;* © 2,168,000 


‘ Ek. a ca 4,668,000 
“The duty of six per cent. ought, alone, to 
# od oS 


pra ute the gross sum of two hundred se- 
venty-nineé thousand four hundred andeighty 





dollars, and that the difference between that | 


sum and its annual nett produce, arises part- 
ly from the imperfect tariff by which the va- 
lue of merchandize is ascertained, but prin- 
t cipally fromthe smuggling, which is openly 
countenanced by most of the revenue oth- 
COTS, 
i . ManuFacrures.—There are but few 
mestic manofactures. The Acadians ma- 
py ctute a little cotton into quilts and cot- 
inades ;. And in the remote of the province, 
the poorer planters spin and weave some ne- 
| gro cloths of catton’and.ivool mixed. “There 
; is oné machine for spinning cotton in the pa- 
rish of Iberville; ‘and another in the Ope- 
fougas; but, they do little or nothing. In 
The city, besides the trades whicli are abso- 
lutely necessary, there is a considerable ma- 
nuficture of cordage, and some small ones 


. 


of “Shot and, heir: powder. ‘There are like- 
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wise in, crap a few leagues of the 
“A fae, tien distilleries for making taffia, 
x rhich are said to distil annually a very con- 
i siderable quantity, and one of sugar refine- 


rs} ; 


ry, sad forte about 200,000 Ibs. of loaf 


it yUNAMICATION EMPLOYED IN THE TRADE 
ér THE PROVINCB.==In the year 1802, there 
entered the Mississippi two huodred and 
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uf aixty-cight vesselgiof ali. descriptions, eigh- 
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33,725 register tons.—In the same year, 
there sailed from the Mississippi two hundred 
and sixty-five sail, viz. 




















American.” Tons. Spanish, . Tons. 
Ships 40 8972, 18. 3714 
Brigs 58 7546 22 linb,  Jo44 
Schooners 52 4340 58 3747 
Sloops 8 519 3 lin.b, 108 
Polacres — oo 3.linb. 240 

158 21383 104 0753 
Total of Ships..Total of Tons. 
American i58 21383 
Spanish 104 9753 
French | 3 105 
Grand Total 265 31241 








The tonnage of .the vessels which went 
away in, ballast, and that of ihe public armed 
ships, are not included in. the foregoing ac- 
count: these, latter .carried away masts, 
yards, spars, pitch, tar, &c. atleast. 1,000 
tons.—In the first six months of the preseot 
year, there entered the Mississippi 173. sail 
of, all nations, four of which. were public 
armed vessels, viz. two French and..two 
Spanish, whose. tonnage.is not, enumerated, 

Ameri. Tons... Spani. Tons. . Fr... aus. 





Ships 23. 5396. 14. 3080, 5.1002 
Brigs 44 5701 . 20. 2173., 8.878 
Polacres 3. .480 2.430 
Sch'rs 22 .1809 .. 181187... 7.4% 
Sloops 4. 278 8 i AQT oh 054 OT 
“oth, (TET 90 a Mer TIT 
Total 93 13264 . 58.7087  22,.,.2804 
Total of Ships. 5 Total of Tons. 
American 93 13204 
Spanish, 58, , 7057 
French . Bo: 2804. 
Grand Total....; 173, « sso, 23199: 


' si. fsa 3) Be Lee eID TT LAP 
In the same six months. there,sailed. from 
the Mississippi one, hundred, and ,filty-si* 


vessels, viz. tide id povloggh “Ey 
Mes * American, Spastshe Arete 


Ships Bdosina,” aQagiictisil 

Brigs 28, Lider Shoo vf iA 

Polacres et. o; yidateee bogie 

Schooners 17.0) 4: 2Oscun 00% | 
, Sops. | sity? yaisisssody, 41970? 
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from whence New-Orleans is principally 
supplied with ‘ship timber, charcoal, lime, 
pitch, and tar, and partly with cattle; and 
the places before named are supplied with 
articles of foreign growth and produce in the 
same way from Orleans. The vessels em- 
ployed are sloops ‘and schooners, some of 
which are but half decked, from eight to fifty 
tons ; five handred of which, including their 
repeated voyages, and thirteen gallies and 
gun-boats entered Bayou St. Jean last year. 
There is likewise a small coasting trade be- 
tween the Atakapas and Opelousas, and New- 
Orleans, by way of which much would in- 
crease, if there was any encouragement given 
by government, to clear away a few ob- 
structions, chiefly caused by fallen timber, 
in the smali rivers and creeks leading to 
them. 











STATEMENT OF THE SITUATION OF HA- 
NOVER, PUBLISHED BY THE HANOVERIAN 
RESIDENT IN LONDON, ON THE IsT OF 
SULY, 1803. 

The situation of the Electorate of Hanover, 
when, in violation of the peace of Lunévitle, 
it was bostilely attacked by France, under the 
pretext of a quarrel in which it was totally 
unconcerned, and the measurcs which were 
then adopted, bave been represented in so false 
alight, and thereby led to the formation of 
upinionsso erroneous, ‘tbat it becomes necessary 
te #ive the following account of the circum- 
stances as they really were. 

The peace establishment of the Hanove- 
rian army is abotit sixteen thousand five hun- 
dred‘men: ‘This nurnber was considerably 
augmen’éd by levies throughout the country, 
when, at ‘the commencement of the year 
1793; the greatest part joined the allied army 
in Brabant; and, in the year 17096, fifteen 
thousand men being required for the army of 
observation, which was to cover the line of 
dematcation agreed upon between his~Ma- 
jesty the King of Prussia andthe French Re- 
public, “they remained upon that footing ; 
but when; in the year 1801, not only this 
army was dissolved, but the Prussian occu- 
pation ‘madethe speedy reduction of the 
Hanoverian troops necessary, all the levies 
which had been raised during the war, were 
discharged agréeably (o the promises which 
had been made*to them; ‘it was impossible, 
by voluntary recruiting, which is the only 
mode allowed ‘by the constitution in times of 







jad, ‘tintit then, ' 


its, became Prussian 
grotcrconph ety 











the commencement of the present, troubles, 
did not amount, altogether, to fifteeh thou- 
sand men, a considerable number of which 
were absent on furlough in the new, Prussian 
provinces, and although faithful and well 
disposed, were prevented from joining their 
regiments. ‘Thus not more than thirteen 
thousand men could be depended, upon, »and 


tress of Hamolon, and some small detachments 
which could not be dispensed’ with, left a 
force of but little more than. ten thousand 
men to oppose the enemy.—In the beginning 
of April, his Majesty apprised the regency 
of Hanover of the danger to which, in cone 
sequence of the menaces of the First,Conspl, 
himself, the country would be exposed, ‘in 
case of a war between England and France ; 
and directed that the soldiers who were ab- 
sent should be made to returo, and net the 
regiments should be kept ina state of readi- 
ness to take the field; referring, besides, for 
the measures which it might be necéssary ta 
pursue, to the regency and to, Marsha) Wall- 
moden, commander. in chief of the army; 
because from the distance, and from the 
great uncertainty of events, it might have 





been disadvantageous to bind them by. any 
orders which some unforeseen occurrence 
would have rendered less proper, or perhaps 
unapplicable.—At Hanover preparations were 
made for forming camps, for which, it was 
necessary, above every thing else, to provide 
magazines, which the great scarcity, and 
even the want of corn and forage rendered 
extremely difficult, and which, besides, re- 
quired many arrangements among the ‘regi- 
ments themselves, in case it became necessary 
to act decisively. But to make an éfféctoal 
resistance, something else was requisiie, and 
above all, a considerable levy of men : > 
horses, which, in addition tothe stpplies' © 

provisions and carriages, 8c, &C, W! ich must 
all have been’ drawn from the people, and 
which might haye appeared too gredt a 
charge, if; as there was every reason to fear, 
the immense superiority of the enemy; aid 
the necessity of carrying’on a defence within 
the frontiers had rendered all their’ efforts: 
useless. In a situation so hazardous, ‘and’ 
under a responsibility so bigh, it was nutitat 
that the regency of Hanover, as well as the 

rparshal should desire eh elteg 
the great question’; whether, or 
tory residtaticd should be made ? ” 
the more detétminéd to request these ‘ore 
because “t BR eow irech imipat ith plasty 
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f same reasons which had :before prevented 
‘ his Majesty’ from giving such orders, still 
1 existed 5nd he-cbuld only reply, “ That if 


‘i ** there were aby hope of obtaining the prin- 


i * ciple-endy what of securing the country 
x ‘S:ifrem’ anvasion; every effort ought to be 
if ‘‘“made ;'vbut° that if only minor objects 
i ‘could bhé aceomplished, if ‘nothing re- 


‘<qpaiped but -to save the effects, and to 
4 ‘makevanhenéurable retreat for the army, 
* they should proportion the means to these 
ends, ‘dnd should hot exact sacrifices from 
the country, which; without the possibility 
of being aseful to it, would only expose it 
Fito greatet misery.”—This reply, dated on 


‘s 
ss 
, €¢ 
é¢ 


fi? . the isth of May, had not arrived at Hanover, 
bl when’ iti\was known that Lord Whitworth 
rt was-on'the point of leaving Paris, and that 
; 


a Considerable body of French troops was 
assemblinginear Nimegue, with the avowed 
design’ of invading the electorate, It was 
then cleat that there was no time for waiting 
for orders, ‘and that immediate measures 
were’ necessary. It was determined, with 
the consent of his‘ Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cambridge, (who, though he ‘possessed 
no-other authority than that which he de- 
rived from his rank of Lieutenant-General, 
complied ‘with -the’ intreaties ‘which were 
made ‘to chim,*and assisted ‘in the delibera- 
tions ‘of ihe regency at such an emergency) 
to.apply to. his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
and siheit his assistance, and in case of ex- 





ae iremity, even to pray that he would send a 
Py! body‘of \his'own troops into the electorate, 
it to-protect it from ia French iavasion. The 
Peas Kiog of ‘Prussia did not think himself war- 
ke fanted ‘in’ doing this, but promised to make 

iy hew representations. at Paris, ‘to prevent the 

if iavasion’ of ‘Hanover. “Meanwhile, the fa- 
pia vorable’ dispositions which had appeared 
thi ‘among:the iohabitants of the coantry, and 
ag _ which had even been declared ‘by the states, 


had determined the government of Hanover 
Bi ito have recourse'tothe greatest efforts for 
: theidefence of the-country.’’ On the 16th 
‘ot: May,-an order was issued for inlisting all 
petsens capable of bearing.arms, and then to 
take*fromthé» whole ‘number, a sufficient 
amber of *ecruits to ‘re-inforce the troops 
pf athe dine) whieh, it -was ‘hoped, would 
amount toothirty t! men. On the 
for selecting and send- 
“to ‘their difterent regi- 
part of the country 
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burgh, atthe moment when évery thing was 
begun in Hanover, but when nothing bad 
been done, where all the regiments were on 
their march, but scarcely two had reached: 
their place of destination.. Then it was ‘that 
deputies were sent to Getieral Mortier, to : 
declare the perfect neutrality of the electo- : 
rate, which, according to the treaty of Lune- | 
ville, was in profound peace with’ France, . 
and which being connected neither by laws , 
nor by treaties, with Great-Britain, had 
ever, and recently by the republic herself, 
been acknowledged as a state totally distinct, 
—On the Ist of fane, Marshal Count Wall- , 
moden, who had until then, directed every ’ 
thing with unwearied assiduity, finding him- 
self, as well because his presence was judged , 
indispensable at Hanover, as on account of t 
his health, not in a condition to join the a 
troops himself, gave the command of those ‘ 
which were assembling at Nienburg to’bis ; 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, 

who, influenced only by his zeal, undertook . 
it, nothwithstanding almost the utter impos- 


sibility of success, He immediately repa:red , 
to the place where the bridge over the Weser ) 
obliged them to take the first position ; here 5) 
he arrived the same night, and found six u 
battalions of infantry, six squadrons of Ca- ? 
valry, and some artillery, amounting in the y 
whole to scarcely three thousand men. The us 


rest of the troops were either still on their 
march, or at some distance, to cover the 
other passages on the Weser, and to ensure q 
a retreat upon the Elbe, which might have 

been cut off, particularly by a corps ot the 
enemy stationed at Wildeshausen, and which, 
it was supposed, intended to proceed to 


Bremen, and the recruits which arrived, one ‘ 
after another, having never borne arms, and mn 
being neither clothed’ nor disciplined, were de 
fit for nothing but to be placed’ in the reat pr 
of the army, that they might not impede is pits 


operations in a decisive moment.— Mean- : in 
while Gen. Mortier’had sent back the’ de- ie 
puties with conditions so hard that they did 
not consider themselves authorised to accept 
them, adding, that he would not stop bis 


march, and that if the least resistance were eh 
made, or the Weser were’once passed, - lity 
shopld not consider himself bound by those the 
offers. In fact, the’ advanced part of the b 


French army, ‘appearéd ‘in the “afternoon of 

the: $9th, acabout the dixtatiée éne mile 

from’ Nienburg, ‘and refosing’ to Tals: # 
=u postt 
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reached Nienburg, his. Royal Highness re- 
ceivéd a dispatch from the regency of Ha- 
nover, in which they begged of him.torcturn 
immediately. He instantly set’ out, and 
about haif-way suct the denuties, who. were 
returning to the Freoch ‘head quarters, to 
conclude a convention, usdoubiedly upon 
terms rather more moderate than those which 
had been offered, but by which the troops 
were bound not to serve against France or 
her allies ducing the present war, unless they 
were exchange: ad, Imperious necessity dic- 
tated this resolution j ‘but the Duke could 
neither take part generally, in such a con- 
vention, nor submit to this engagement, and 
he had previously declared it. ‘he moment 
was arrived in which he had promised, with 
the consevt of the King, not to abandon the 
army and the country which adored him, 
and for which he had shewn so generous an 
attachment.: ‘This was the moment in which 
he could be of no use to them. There then 
remained no othe; part for him to take than 
to give in his resignation, and immediately 
to depart, which he did on the 3d of June, 
the same day on which the convention was 
signed at: the French head-quarters.. It is 
upon. these details, which are scrupulously 
exact,. that the impartial reader may rest his 
judgment ; and it may be boldly affirmed 
that a!| which is contrary to them, is, also, 
contrary to the truth, 
London, July ist, 1803. 








MANIFESTO OF THEIRISH REBELS. 
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT TO 
THE PEOPLE, OF IRELAND, 

You are now calledoa toshew to the world 
that you are competent to take your place 
among nations, that you have a right to 
claim their recognizance of you, as an in- 
dependent,country, by the only sasisfactory 
proof you can furnish of your capability of 
maintaining your independence, your wrest- 
ing it from England with your own hands.— 
In the, devolopement of this 5 wpa which 
has been organized within the last eight 
months, at the close of :internal defeat, and 
without the hope of foreign assistance ; 
which has been conducted with a tranquil- 
lity, -mistaken for obedience ; which neither 
the failure. of : similar. attempt, in England 
has paisa d 


or he sf nat td hostilities 
t of this 


Eats tee of Eng- 


PUBLIC PAPERS.— Manifesto of the Ivish Rebels. 


[1946 


dience ; under no aspect of affairs, can they 
judge of its: intentions; you will.shew to 
them, that the question, which. it naw. behoves 
them to take into serious and igstant,consi- 
deration, is not, whether, they) wilk resist a 
separation, which itis our, fixed determina- 
tion to efiect, but whether or not, they will 
drive us beyond separation; whether they 
will by asanguinary resistance create.a deadly 
national antipathy between the two coun- 
tries, or whether they will jtake the only 
means still left of driving such a sentiment 
from our minds, a prompt, manly, and sa- 
gacious acquiescence in our just.and unalter- 
able determination. — If the, sectec y with 
which the present effort. has. been conducted, 
shall have led our enemies to.suppose that 
its extent must have been. partial,.a few 
days will undeceive them, That .cenfidence 
which was once lost, by trasting. to) external 
support, and suffering our.own means to be 
gradually undetermined,, has been again re- 
stored. We have been mutually pledged to 
each other to look only to ourown strength, 
and that the first introduction, of..a system 
of terror, the first attempt.to execuie.an 
individual in one county, should be the.sig- 
naj of insurrectionin all., We-have,now, 
without the loss.of a man, with our means 
of communication noateached, brought eur 
plans to the moment when they) are,ripe for 
execution, and in. the promptitude .with 
which nineteen counties will come forward 
at once to execute them, it.will be found 
that neither confidence nor, communication 
are wanting to the people of Ireland—-In 
calling on our counirymen. to, come forward 
we feel ourselves bound, at the sametime, 
to justify our claim to their confidence; by 
a precise declaration of our own, views,,.We 
therefore solemnly declare, that our object 
is toestablish a free and independent repub- 
lic in Ireland: that the pursuit of this.ob- 
ject we will relinquish only .withoour lives : 
that we will never, unless at the express call 
of our country, abandon our post; antilithe 
acknowledgment of its independence.is:ob- 
tained from bngland; and that we willen- 
ter into no negotiation (but for exchange of 
prisoners) with the government. of» tbat 
country while a British army remains‘in ‘Ire- 
Jand. Such is the,,decleration which ave 
call on the people of. Ireland to support. 
And we call first.on that part of) Ireland 
-which was ance paralized by the want of. in- 
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land where the flame of liberty first glowed ; 
we call upow the North to stand up and 
shake off their slumber and their oppression. 
—Men. of . Leinster.—Stand to your arms. 
To the courage which you have. already dis- 
played, is. your country indebted for the 
confidence which: it now fecls in its owa 
strength, and for the dismay with which 


, our enemies, will be overwhelmed when they 


shall] find this effort to be.uviversal. But, 
men -of Leinster, you owe more to your 
country than.the having animated it by your 
past exawple;,you Owe more to your own 
courage than the having obtained by it a 
protection, ifjsix years ago, when you rose 
without sarms,-without pian, without co- 
operation, with, more troops against -you 
alonethan are now. in the country at large, 
you were able to remain for six weeks in 
open defiance of the government, and within 
a few miles ofthe .capital, what will you 
not noweffect with that capilal, and every 
other part of -lreland, ready to support you ? 
But itis not-on this head that we have need 
to address you.. No! we now speak to you, 
and through you to the rest .of Jreland, on a 
subject deat to us, even as the succe-s of our 
country; ts henour, You are accused by 
vour enemies of having violaied that honour: 
ex¢esses which they themselves had, in their 
fullest: extent, provoked, but which they 
have! grossly, cxraggerated, have been attri- 
buted: to, you,, The opportunity .of vindi- 
cating yourselves by actions is now, for the 
first-time, before you ; and we call upon 
you to give the lie.to such assertions, by 
carefully avoiding every appearance of plun- 
der; ‘intoxication, or revenge, recollecting 
that you; lost Ireland before, not'from want 
of courage,;|but.froa) not having that cou- 
rage rightly directed. by discipline. But we 
trast that,your. past) sufferings have taught 
you experience, and, that, you; will respect 
the ¢leclaration which. we now make, and 
whichwwe are determined by every means in 
ourspower, 10 enforce.--The nation alone 
possesses ithe right, of | punishing individuals, 
and whosoever shall put another person to 
deathhexcept in battle, without a fair trial by 
his countrys <is»guilty, ,of murder, The in- 
tention of) they previt government of 
isto from the English govern- 
ment such si )asiihave been sold or 
trenaperted:) by their. attachment to | 
purpose, .it. will re- 
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hands of their enemies —The intention of 
the provisional government sis to resign its 
functions, as soon as the nation shall have 
chosen us delegates; but in the mean-time 
it is determined to enforce the regulations 
hereunto subjoined ; it in conse quence takes 
the property of the country under its protec- 
tion, and will punish, with the utmost rigour, 
avy person who shall violate that . property, 
and thereby injure the present resources and 
the future prosperity of Ireland. — Whoever 
refuses to march to whatever part of the 
country he. is ordered, is guilty of.disobe- 
dience to the government, which alone is 
competent to decide in what:place his ser-« 
vices are necessary, and which desires him 
to recollect, that in whatever part of Ire- 
land he is fighting, he is still fighting for its 
freedom.— Whoever presumes, by -acts or 
otherwise, to give countenance. to, the ca- 
lumny. propagated by our enemies, that 
this is a religious contest,.is guilty of the 
grievous crime of belying the motives of his 
country. Religious disqualification is. but 
one of the many. grievances of which ireland 
has to complain... Our .intention, is, to re- 
move not that only, but jevery, other, op- 
pression under which welabour. . We; fight, 
that all of us may have | qur, country, and 
tht done, each of us shal), have his.religion. 
—We are aware of the apprehensions which 
you have expressed, that) an,quitting your 
own counties you leave your.wives apd.chil- 
dren in the hands.ef your enemies ;,but.oa 
this head. have no.uneasiness.... ]f shere.are 
still men. base enough to. persecute, those 
who are unable to resist, shew, bem, by. our 
victories that we have:,.the,,power to pu- 
nish, and by your obedience, what, we. bare 
the power. to protect ; and we: pledge our- 
selves to you that,,these menjshall_be,made 
to feel, that the safety .of every thing they 
hold dear depends on.. the :;canduct they ob- 
serve to you. Go forth,then with,confidence, 
conquer the foreign enemies, of yout counr 
try, and leave to us the care,of, presexving 


its internal tranquillity ;,recollect that not 


only the victory, but also the-honour, of your 
country is. placed in. your, hands s)g!ve.UP 
your, private resentments, and shew to. the 
wets ipa the Irish on, not, only,a (braves 
ut also a generous and forgiving, people 
Men of Munster and Counayg ht-r 8 
your. iustructions,,. we, trust, ) FOR 
execute them. .; The example of; ube, sestof 
4 
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same ‘love of liberty and the same cou- 
rage with which the rest of your country- 
men are animated —We now turi to that 
portion of our countrymen whose prejudices 
we had rather overcome by a frank decla- 
ration of our intentions, than conquer their 
persons in the field; and in making this de- 
clardtion do not wish to dwell on events, 
which, however they maybring ten-fold odium 
on their authors, must still tend to keep alive 
ini the minds, both of the instruments and vic- 
tims of them, a spirit of animosity which it 
is our ‘wish to destroy. We will therefore 
enter into no detail of the atrocities and op- 
pression which Ireland has laboured under 
during its connexion with England, but we 
justify our determinafion to separate from 
that country on the broad historical state- 
ment, that during six hundred years she has 
been unable to conciliate the affections of 
the people of Iréland ; that during the time, 
five rebellions weré entered into to shake 
off the yoké; ‘that she has been obliged’ to 
resort to a system’ of unprecedented torture 
in her’ defence; that she has broken every 
tie of voluntaty Connexion ‘by taking even 
thé’ name of independence from Ireland, 
through the ittervention of a parliament 
notérioutly bribed, ‘and ‘not representing 
tlie will'of the people; that in her vindica- 
tion of this measure she has herself given 
thé justification of the views of the United 
Trishmen, ‘by ‘declaring in the words of her 
ministers“ That frelarid never had, and 
névet'@ould enjoy; under the then cireum- 
stances? the benefits of British connexion ; 
that it‘necessarily’ must happen when one 
colihtry is’ connected with another, that the 
intérests’ of the’ lesser will be bortie down 
by those’ of thé greater *. That England 
had’ supported ‘and ericouraged the English 
colonists ‘in ‘their ‘oppression ‘towards the 
na(fves ‘of Trelaiid : ‘that Ireland had been 
lef ira’ State ‘of ignorance, rudéness, and 
bafbarism)* worsé iiits effects, ‘and more 
desradin#iin its Hature, ‘than that im which 
it was found’six éenturies before ¢."°—Now 
to what cause “ate’ these'things to be‘attri- 
buted “Did the'ctirse of the Almighty kéep 
alive’ a “Spirit Of obstinacy in’ the ‘minds of 
théTrish "peuple for six handred years? Did 
the és of tie Frénch revolution pro- 
date Ae rebellions? Could the misre pre 
sentations df dmbitious And desipnitig’ men 
ditvé From the wid of #!whole people the 
etoHectiin oF defcat; and faise the infant: 
. os witlprthe same fedlins 
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with which his father sunk into the grave? 
Wil this gross avowal whiclr our-enemies 
have made of their own views, remove none 
of the calamny that has been throwm upon 
ours? Will nine of the ‘redit) which ‘bas 
been lavished on them, be transferred ‘to 
the solemn dectaration which we now make. 
in the face of God and Our éountry? We 
War nol against property; we war against 
no religious sect; we war not against past 
opinions or prejudices; we war against 
English dominion.» We will-not, however, 
deny that there are some men, who, not 
because they have supported the govern- 
ment of our oppressors, but because they 
have violated the common laws of morality, 
which exist alike under ‘all or tinderno go- 
vernment, have put it beyond our ‘powerto 
give to them the protection of a “govern- 
ment, We will not hazard the influence 
we may have with the people, andthe pow- 
er it may give us of preventing the excesses 
of revolution,’ by tndertaking ‘to’ place cin 
tranquillity the man-who has‘been guilty of 
torture, free quarters, rape, and arurder by 
the side of ‘the sufferer, of théir-relations; 
but in the frankness with’ whicly we warn 
these men of their danger; let those: who do 
not feel that'they have passed this boundary 
of mediation, count on their safely/——_ We 
had hoped for the sake of ‘our enemiés;' to 
have taken them by sufprise;’ and: to have 
committed the cause of oar country betore 
they could have time to conimit themselves 
against it; but though'we have nopaltoge- 
ther been able to suceeed, We aresyet rex 
joiced to find; that they havé notvéonie ‘for- 
ward with promptitade on the ‘side ofithose 
who have'deceived them ® and we now call 
on them, before it is yet 'tdd"latey not to 
commit themselves further against w people 
whom they are unable to vésistpant in sap» 
port of a: government, whith) by theirown 
declaration, has forfcited its claim toctheir 
allegiance. ——-To > that)’ government:in 
whose hands, though n6t the issueywedeast 
the features with which thé presentconrest 
is to be marked, are placéd, Weenow tutw. 
How ts it to be/‘decided ?' Is “operand ho- 
nourable force alone” to ‘be tesorted top or 
is-it your: intention / to’ eli ploy thosedaves 
which custom lias placed in'yeurtiahdspend. 
to. force us to employ the fam of retaliavien 
in out defence uahOriaht ive Hedeyood ca: 
system of ‘terror, in FI PI Pe 2 
of lveland fromeoming folwwel te assert 
their freedom, you‘ havesnlready: 
rience. (Of! thé ‘effect which sacha by stom 
will haves onl minds th! cape vi 1: 
we have alteady forwarned 1 gnc 
address to-you anuthéerxdneidetatiwd : Hf, an 
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the. question which is now to receive a so- 
lemn, and we trust a final decision; if we 


have been deceived, reflection would point | 


out that conduct should be resorted to, 
which was the best calculated to produce 
conviction on our minds. What would that 
conduct be? It would be to shew us, that 
the difference of strength between the two 
countries is such, as to render it unneces- 
sary for you to bring out ail your force; to 
shew to us that you have something in re- 
serve wherewith to crush hereafter, not 
only a greater exertion on the part of the 
people, but a greater exertion, rendered 
still greater by foreign assistance; it would 
be to shew to us, that what we have vainly 
supposed to be a prosperity growing beyond 
your grasp, is only a partial exuberance, 
requiring but the pressure of your hand to 
reduce it itito form. But for your own sake, 


do not resort to a system which, while it in- . 


creased the acrimony of our minds, would 
Jeave us under the melancholy delusion 


that we had been forced to yield, not tothe’ 


sound and temperate exertions of superior 
stretigtf, but to the frantic struggles of 
weakness, concealing itself under despera- 
tion. Consider also, that the distinction of 
rebel and enemy ts of a very fluctuating na- 
ture; that during the course of your own 
ri oli ae you have already been obliged 
to lay it aside ; that should you be forced 
to abandon it towards Ireland, you cannot 
hope to do so. as tran juilly as you have done 
towards America; for in the exasperated 
state to which you have raised the minds of 
the Irish people: a people whom you pro- 
fess to have left in a state of barbarism and 
ignorance, with what confidence can you 
- to that people, “ while the advantage 
of cruelty lay upon our side, we slaughter- 
ed you without mercy, but the measure of 
our own blood is beginning to prepon- 
derate; it is.no longer our interest that this 
b! tem should continue, shew us then 
that r srevante which we never taught you 
by precept or example; lay aside your re- 
‘sentment: give quarter to us; and let us 
mutually: forget, that we never gave quarter 
to you."=-Cease then, we intreat you, use- 
lessly to violate humanity, by resorting to a 
system inefficacious as an instrument of ter- 
rot 3 inefficacious as a mode of defence ;_in- 
efficacious as a mode of conviction ; ruinous 
to the future relations of the two countries 
incase Of Our sticcess ; and destructive of 





' those instruments of defence which you will 






then’ find jt doubly necessary to have pre- 
rved unimpaired. But if your determina- 
m be Otherwise, hear ours. We will not 
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ae ‘ imitate you in cruelty ; we will put no man 
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to death in cold blood ; the prisoners whicts 
fall into our hands shall be treated with the 
respect due to the unfortunate: but. if the 
life of a single Ivish soldier is (aken after the 
baitle is over, the orders thenceforth. to be 
issued to the Irish army are ; neither to give 
or take quarter.—Countrymen, if a cruel ne- 
cessity forces us to retaliate, we wiil bury our 
resentment in the field of battle; if we were 
to fall, we will fall where we fight for our 
country. Fully impressed with this deter- 
mination, of the necessity of adhering to 
which past experience has but too fatally 
convinced us; fully impressed with the jus- 
tice of our cause, which we now put to issue, 
we make our last and solemsn appeal to the 
sword and to Heaven ; and as the cause of 
Ireland deserves to prosper, may God give jit 
victory. 


CITIZENS OF DUBLIN, 


A band of patriots mindful of their oaths, 
and faithful to their engagements as United 
Irishmen, have determined to give freedom 
to their couniry, and a period to the long 
career of English oppression.—In this endea- 
vour they are now successfully engaged, and 
their efforts are seconded. by complete and 
universal co-operation from the country, 
every part of which, from,the extremity of 
the north to that of the south, pours forth 
its warriors in support of our hallowed cause. 
Citizens of Dublin, we require your aid; 
necessary secrecy has prevented to many ol 
you notice of our plan, but the erection of 
our national.standard, the secret, though 
long degraded Green, will be found sufficient 
call to arms, and rally round it, every man'n 
whose breast exists. a spark.of, patriotism, of 
sense of daty ; avail yourselves of your local 
advantages ; in acity, each street becomes 4 
defile, and each house a. battery ; impede the 
march of your oppressors; charge them with 
the arms of the brave, the pike ; and from 
rae windows and roofs, har] stones, bricks, 

ttles, and all other convenient implemen’, 
on the heads of the satellites of yous tyran's 
the mercenary, the sanguinary soldiery ° 
E-ngland.— Orangemen, add not to the cata- 
logue of your follics and crimes ; already 
have you been duped to the ruin of 4p 
oniidn, in the legislative, unioa Ww! i 
##**E* 5 attempt not an Opp whi 
will carry with it inevitable destruction j 
return from the paths of delasion, return ' 
the arms of your countrymen, who will re- 
ceive and hail your tance.- . 
men of all ceeditedlaian let us act with unter 
and concert ; all sects, | 
Presbyterian, are equally and ind 
embraced in the benevolence-of 


- 







lic, Protestan', 
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repress, prevent, and discourage excesses, 
pillage and intoxication; let each man 
do his duty, and remember that during pub- 
lic agitation, inaction becomes a crime; 
be no other competition known than that of 
doing good; remember against whom you 
fight, your oppressors for six hundred years ; 
remember their massacres, their tortures, re- 
member your murdered friends, your burned 
houses, your violated females; keepin mind 
your country, to whom we are now giving 
her high rank among: nations; and in the 
honest terfor of feeling, let us all exclaim, 
that asin the hour of her trial ‘we serve this 
cquntry, so may God serve us in that which 
will be last’of all |! 


Conformab’y te the above Proclamation, the 
Provisiqnal Government of Ireland decree 
as fellows : 


i, From the date and promulgation here- 
of, tythes are for ever abolished, and church 
lands are the property of the nation —2. From 
the'game date, all transfers of landed pro- 
perty are prohibited, each person holding 
whathe now possesses, on paying his rent 
untit thejiational government is established, 
the hatidna) will declared, and the courts of 
justice Grganized:—3. From the same date, 
all transfers*of bonds, debentures, and all 
public seeurities; are in like manner and form 
forbidden;"and declared void, for the same 
time}. and® for the same reasons.—4. The 
Irish’ g@nerals*commanding districts shall 


seizé such ‘ofthe partisans of England as: 


may**erve for hostages, and shall apprise the 
Eo¢lish commaiider opposed to them, that a 
strictretaliation shall take place, if any out- 
rages” contrary “to the laws of war shall be 
committed by the troopsunder his command, 
or bythe*partisans of England in the disttict 
which he ‘eccupies.—5.*That the Irish gene- 
tals"aré*to treat (except where retaliation 
makés ‘it necessary): the English troops who 
may fall nto their hands, or such Irish as 
servé in the regular forces of England, and 
who ‘shallhave acted conformably to the 
laws “of war,as prisoners. of war; but all 


Trish militia,’ yeoman, or volunteer corps, or | 


bodies of Irish) or individuals, who, fourteen 
days’ ftoni the promulgation and date hereof, 
shall! be’fouwnd in ‘arms; shall be considered ag 
rebéls, Committed for trial, and their pro- 
pertits-confiscated +6 The generais are to 
assemble court<nrdrtials, who are to be sworn 
to ‘administer justige<; who are not to con- 
deaynewithout sufficient evidence, and before 


whom calntititary offenders are to. be sent 

instantlyforstridls721No mao ‘is to suffer 

dedtinby theinseutence, except for mutiny ;the 
Vee BMc deere!» . 
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sentences of such others as are judged worthy 
of death, shall not be put in execution until 
the Pravisional Government declares its will ; 
nor are court-martials on any pretext to sen 
tence, nor is any officer to suffer the panish- 
ment of flogging, or any species of torture 
to be inflicied.—S. The genérals are to en- 
force the strictest discipline, and_to send of- 
fenders inimediately before court-martials ; 
and are enjoined to chace.away from the 
Irish armies all such as shall disgrace them- 
selves by being drank in presence of the 
enemy,—g. The generals are to apprise theit 
respective armies, that aj] military stores, 
arms, oF ammunition, belonging to the Eng- 
lish government, be the property of the cap- 
tors, and the value is to be divided equally, 
without respect of rank, between them, ex- 
cept that the widows, orphans, parents, or 
other heirs of such as gloriously fall fm the 
attack, shall be entitled to a double share.— 
10. As the English nation bas made war on 
Ireland, all Eoglish property, in ships of 
otherwise, is subject to the same role, and 
all transfer of them is forbidden, and. de- 
clared void, in like mapner .as.is expresssd 
in No, 2 and 3.411. The generals of the 
different districts are hereby. empowered 
to confer rank up to colonels inclusive, on 
such as they conceive to merit it frdm the 
nation, but are not tomake more colonels 
than one for every 1500 men, not Jess thaa 
one for every 1COO men.—~—12. The generals 
shall seize on all sums of public money ‘in 
the custom-houses in their districts, or ia 
the hands of the different collectors, county- 
treasurers, or other revenne officers, .whom 
they shall render, responsible, for the sams 
in their hands, -The generals shall, pass ré- 
ceipts for the amount. and account fo the pro- 
visional government for the expenditure,— 
13. When. the people elect, their officers 
up to the colonels, the general is bound to 
confirm it... No officer.can be broke bat. by 
sentence of.a court-tmartial.—14."The gr» 
nerals shall correspond with the prouaaal 
government, to whom. they sha . Zive de- 
tails of all their operations; they_are to cor- 
respond with the, neighbouring generals, 
to whom they are to trausmit all, necessary, 
intelligence, and. to,.co-operate. with thet, 
—15. The, generals, commanding in, h 
county shall, as soon..as it i ng the 
enemy, assemble the county committe who 
shall be. elected conformably to. 2Son 
: . ; ’ yyy Head ‘ ; 
stitution, of Usited [rishmen,.. Al c- 
quisitions, necessary, for the many n 
be. made. in. writing by the geverals.to bo 
of 
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article to the owners, to the end that they 
may receive their full value from the ra 
tion. —16. The county commiitce is charged 
with the civil direction of the county, the 
care of the nationa! property, and the pre- 
servation of order and justice in the county ; 
for which purpose the county committee are 
to appoint a high-sheriff, and one or more 
suib-slieriffs to execute their orders ; a sufii- 
cient number of justices of the peace for the 
county, a high and a sufficient number of 
petty constables in each barony, who are re- 
spectively charged with the duties now per- 
formed by these magistrates. —17. The coun- 
ty of “ork, on account of its extent, is to 
be divided conformably to the boundaries for 
raising the militia, into the counties of 
North and South Cork, for each of which a 
county constable, high sheriff, and all the 
magistrates above directed are to be appoint- 
ed.—18. The county committee are hereby 
empowered and enjoined to issue warrants to 
apprchend such persons as it shall appear, 
on sufficient evidence, have perpetrated mur- 
der, torture, or other breaches of the ac- 
knowledged laws of war and morality on the 
people, tothe end that they may be tried for 
those offences, so soon as the competent 
courts of justice are established by the na- 
tion. —19. The county committee shall cause 
the sheriff or his officers to seize on all the 
personal and real property of such persons, 
to put seals on their effects, to appoint pro- 
per persons to preserve all such property 
until the national courts of justice shall have 
decided on the fate of the proprietors.— 
20. The county committee shall act in like 
manner, with all state and church lands, pa- 
rochial estates, and all public lands and edi- 
fices.—21. The county committee shall, in 
the interim, receive all the rents and debts 
of such persons and estates, and shall give 
receipts for the same; shall transmit to the 
provisional government an exact account of 
their value, extent and amount, and receive 
the directions of the provisional government 
thereon.—22. They shall appoint some pro- 
per house in the counties where the sheriff is 
‘permanently to reside, and where the coun- 
ty committee shall assemble; they shall 
cause all the records and papers of the coun- 
ty.to be there transferred, arranged, and kept, 
and the orders of government are there 
to be transmitted and received.—23. The 
“county commitiee is hereby empowered io 
i pay out of these effects, or by assessnient, 
reasonable salaries for themselves, the sheriff, 
 Jostieesand other magistrates whom they 
| int —24. They shall keep a writ- 
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each day by the members of the committee, 
or a sufficient number of them, for the in- 
spection of government.—25. The county 
committee shall correspond with government 
on all the subjects with which they are charg- 
ed, and transmit to the general of the dis- 
trict such information as they may conceive 
useful to the public.—26. The county com- 
mittee shall take care that the state prisoners, 
however great their offences, shall be treat- 
ed with humanity, and allow them a suffi- 
cient support, to. the end that all the world 
may know, that the Irish nation is not ac- 
tuated by the spirit of revenge, but of jus- 
tice. —27,.The provisional government wish- 
ing to commit, as soon as possible, the so- 
vereign authority to the people, direct that 
each county and city shall elect, agreeably to 
the constitution of the United Irishmen, re- 
presentatives to meet in Dublin, to whom, 
the moment they assemble, the provisional 
government will resign its functions; and 
witbout presuming to dictate to the peo- 


5 . 
pie, they beg to suggest, that for the impor- 


‘ tant purpose to which these electors are call- 


ed, integrity of character should be the first 
object.—28. The number of representatives 
being arbitrary, the provisional government 
have adopted that of the late House of 
Commons, three hundred, and according to 
the best return of the population of the c!- 
ties and counties, the following numbers 
are to be returned from each: Antrim 19, 
Armagh 0, Belfast town 1, Carlow3 , Cavan, 
Clare 8, Cork county North 14, Cork count) 
South 14, Cork city 6, Donegal 10, Down 
16, Drogheda 1, Dublin county 4, Dubin 
city 14, Fermanagh 5, Galway 10,Kerry 9, 
Kiidare4, Kilkenny 7, King’s county 6, Leit- 
rim 5, Limerick county 10, Limerick city 9, 
Londonderry 9, Longford 4, Louth 4, Mayo 
12, Meath 9, Monaghan 9, Queen’s county 
6, Roscommon’.8, Sligo 6, Tipperary 135 
Tyrone 14, Waterford county 6, Waterford 
city 2, Westmeath 5, Wexford 9, W\ ick- 
low 5.—29. In the cities the same sort of '¢- 
gulations asin the counties shail be adopted; 
the city committee shall appoint one or more 
sheriffs 2s they think proper, and shall take 
possession of all the public and corporator 
properties in their jurisdiction in like manne? 
as is directed for counties. —30. The prov 
sional-government strictly exhort and enjo” 
ail magistrates, officers, civil and military, 
and the whole of the nation, to cavse the 
laws of moraiity.40 be enforced and respect 
ed, and to execute, as far as in them sa 
justice with mercy, by which alone 7g 
can be established, and the blessings of a 
vine Providence secured, =~ 
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TRIALS FOR HIGH TREASON IN 
IRELAND. 
On the 24th of August, 1203, the spe- 


cial commission, consisting of Judges 
Downes, Finucane, Daly, Norbury, and 


George, was opened at Dublin, for the 
trial of persons charged with high treason.— 
Judge Downes delivered an excellent charge, 
of which, in comp!iance with the unanimous 
request of both grand juries, the court will 
permit a publication. In discriminating be- 
tween special commissions and the ordinary 
ones of oyer and terminer, his lordship ob- 
served, that with respect to ths line of duty 
which grand juries were to pursue, there ex- 
isted no difference ; and, as he recognized 
most of the gentlemen whom he thea ad- 
dressed, as composing former grand juries 
on the usual commissions, he would think it 
superfluous to offer any observations to them, 
in the way of instructions, did not charges of 
offences of a most uncommon and atrocious 
nature, where the public peace was violent- 
ly disturbed, and the laws trampled upon, 
as in the late insurrection, stained with so 
many flagitious and unprecedented crimes, 
call upon him to mark transactions of that 
description with the utmost and most indig- 
nant reprobation. Yet, in the midst of all 
the commotion which massacre and rebellion 
might justly have excited, perhaps the mo- 
deration of the government of the country, 
In waiting till the public mind should be 
composed, and the dispositions of our loyal 
fellow citizens tranquillized, before they 
would proceed to the necessary judicial mea- 
sures, would, in it-elf, constitute a perfect 
eulogium on the constitution, which those 
deluded and unhappy beings would alter for 
anarchy, bloodshed, and insubordination, on 
the model struck out by the French, who 
falsely denominate their government a repub- 
lic. There lay on the bench documents 
which gave him room to ssppose, that the 
grand juries must necessarily transmit indict- 
ments grounded on charges of high treason, 
against numbers of persons apprehended in 
the commission of crimes which bear that 
construction. This, however, was a species 
of offence unknown in this country until the 
period of the last rebellion, when that rapid 
progress we were making to the attainment 
of the most complete success In arts, In ma- 
nufactures, in commerce, in short, the wide 
extending system of national prosperity, be- 
yond any other nation in Europe, was ar- 
rested by the wicked interposition of those 
infatuated innovators, who, in suggesting 
fancied schemes of political reformation, 
had nothing Jess in view thao the atter and 
toial abolition of every vestage of law, g0- 
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| vernment, tranquillity, and good order. Af- 








ter the government which presided at the 
last rebellion had tried the several expedi- 
ents of lenity and firmness in their exertions 
to put down insurrection, and prevent those 
calamities which invariably ensue from it, an 
act of general pardon was granted, of which 
many culpable persons had avaiied them- 
selves; and from a thorough conviction of 
the delusion practised on ‘them, and from 
observations of the baneful effects resulting 
from their conduct, were now, perhaps, 
ready to give effective aid to the govern- 
ment in restoring tranquillity: but it still 
would appear from certain informations laid 
before them, that there still were persons 
who obtained his Majesty's mercy, capable 
of exciting a furious multitude to acts of 
outrage; it would, therefore, be a fit subject 
for the consideration of the juries, to mark 
whether any, and which of the prisoners 
came within this description.—Here his 
lordship entered into a learned but clear in- 
vestigation of the act of 25 Edw. Til. con- 
stituting high treason; it coutained three 
material clauses: the first, compassing or 
imagining the death of the Ning: the se 
cond, Jevying war against the King within 
his realm: and the third, adhering to the 
King’s enemies; these severa} offences were 
to be proved by a certain species of evidence 
called overt acts, on the nature, circume- 
stance, and effects of which his lordship very 
fully expatiated. In allusion to the sad ca- 
tastrophe of that exalted character, Lord 
Kilwarden, whose memory, he said, must 
long remain dear to every good heart in the 
country, and whose veneration for the laws 
in the practice of a long and unsallied lite, 
had been further illustrated in his last mo- 
ments; [bere those struggles which decorum, 
in that situation, would excite to suppress sen~ 
sibility, gave way; tears flowed, and exeiled 
an equal sympathy among acrowded auditory.) 
Lamentable, however, as that event was, 
his lordship observed, it afforded some con- 
solation, when we reflect that it called forth 
the energies and the effective strength of 
the country, which were daily exhibiting 
themselves in matchless numbers of loyal 
subjects, rallying round the standard of go- 
vernment, to support their exertions in re- 
establishing good order. He exhorted the 
magistracy of the country, however, not to 
perinit any sentiment of confidence they may 
entertain ss to the efficacy of tho-e measures 
which government either have or may here- 
after adopt, to relax the vigour of their own 
endeavours, in detecting delinquents of all . 
descriptions, having a view to the subver- 
sion of ovr constitution, and with that the 
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seizing of property, the destruction of life, 
and the disorganization of every principle 
and system on which peace and good order, 
in a civilized community, ever depend. He 
recommended to the grand juries a cool and 
dispassionate progress of inquiry into the na- 
ture of the charges which shou!d come be- 
fore them, and not to permit any heat of 
temper or indignant feelings, ensuing from 
a recurrence to those calamities which the 
public mind has recently witnessed and been 
affected by, to supersede a duty paramount 
to all others, that of temperate and impartial 
investigation. 

The following prisoners were then brought 
up. Felix Rourke, Thomas Donelly, John 
Killeen, John M‘Kenny, James Byrne, Wal- 
ter Clare, Lau. Begley, alias Bayley, Nich. 
Farrell, Mich. Keily, Martin Burke, Edward 
Kearney, T. Maxwell Roche, John Begg, 
Pat. Maguire, J. Doran, Owen Kirwan. 
On the 3ist, Edward Kearney was tried. 

he evidence against him proved him to 
have been one of the leaders of the mob in 
“Thomas Street, on the night of the 23d of 
July, and to have aided in the assassination 
of Lord Kilwarden. It was stated in his 
defence, that he was a poor aud iadustrious 
hawker of skins, who had, that evening, 
been pressed into the service of the insur- 
gents: some evidence was also brought to 
proye an a/ib: for him, and to give him a 
good character: he was, -however, found 
guilty..-—On the Ist of September, Tho- 
mas Maxwell Roche was tried. The evi- 


dence against him was, that on the night’ 


ef the 23d, he was apprehended, among the 
mob in Thomas Street, armed with a pike. 
It was alleged in his defence that the pike 


‘was forced upon him by the insurgents, 


contrary to his will: some evidence was also 
brought as to his general character, which 
was that of an industrious slater: he was 
found guilty.——Owen Kirwan was tried 
on the same day, It was proved that, on 
the night of the 23d, after having frequently 
gone out and returned to his own house 
with something in a green bag, he went into 
his shop, where he put on a green coat, and 
atmed himself with a pike, saying, “ the 
** town will be our’s to-night,” and “ any 
** man who does not turn out to-night, will 
* surely be put to death to-morrow ;” that 
he then went into Thomas Street, with a 
party who were armed with pikes, and that 
another party armed with pikes, afterwards 
went to his house and were treated with 
drink, In his defence it was stated, that he 
_ was an honest and sober silk-weaver, and 
that he was in bed, at the time when the 
, Steumstances above-mentioned were said to 











have happened : he was found guilty. ——. 
On the 2d, James Byrne was tried. He was 
taken by the soldiers on the night of the 234, 
in Thomas Street, with a pike on his shoul- 
der, Evidence was brought to his charac- 
ter, who stated him to have been long known 
as a sober and industrious baker, who had 
just arrived in town and taken a house, 
where he intended to carry on his business ; it 
was also proved, that until past ten o’clack 
on the above-mentioned night, he was with 
some of his friends, who were in nowise 
implicated in the insurrection : he was found 
guilty, On the 3d, John Begg was tried, 
The evidence against him was, that on the 
night of the 23d, he was seen armed with a 
pike, near a weoden machine constructed 
for the purpose of annoying cavalry, which 

stood in the street near the grand depot; 

that on the appearance of some soldiers he 

threw down his pike and ran off, and 

that he was afterwards found hiding himself 
in a large heap of timber, in a timber yard at 
no great distance. In his defence it was 
stated that he was an industrious carpenter, 
who was returning from his work on Satur- 
day night, the night of the insurrectian, atier 
receiving his wages; that he lived in the 
neighbourhood of the place where the insur- 
rection took place ; that he had been at his 
tailor’s in the same neighbourhood, for a 
pair of breeches, and on his return was 
siezed by the rebels and forced into thei 
ranks: hé was found guilty, but was recom- 
mended to mercy on account of the favour- 
able character given of him. On the 6th 
Felix Rourke was tried. The evidence 
against him was, that on the night of the 
23d, he, accompanied by another, stopped 
the two witnesses, and putting a blunder- 
buss to their breasts, swore that if they 
did not immediately go with him he would 
blow out their brains; that the witnesses 
accordingly went with them to the strect 
where the insurgents were assembled, and 
where Rourke appeared to hold a com- 
mand, frequently calling out to them to do 
their duty, that Lord Kilwarden was mvt 
dered at the same time, and that the horse 
of a dragoon was shot from under him by 
Rourke, and the dragoon himself piked by 
his men. One of the witnesses swore P? 
sitively as to the identity of Rourke, the 








other ‘said that from a violent fit of the fall 


ing sickness, to which he was subject, 
coming on at that time, he was unable '° 
tell whether the prisoner was the same per- 
son who had presented the blunderbuss, &e. 
On the part of Rourke seven witnesses ap 
peared to swear an alibi, the substance 


their evidence was, that on the night of ms 
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surrection he left his brother’s house in Tho- 
mas street, after eight o’clock, to go to his 
father’s near Rathcool, and that he went 
part of the way with one of his brothers. 
There was some inconsistency in the evi- 
dence given to prove this. Rourke after- 


wards addressed the court and jury, from 


notes, asserting the undeviating truth ad- 
vanced by his witnesses, and attributing the 
apparent inconsistency in their respective 
depositions to the awkwardness and agita- 
tion incident to persons of plain manners 
but honest hearts, in an awful situation be- 
fore a court, a scene to which they were 
never accustomed: he returned thanks to 
the court and jury for the impartial investi- 
gation of the evidence by the one, and the 
patient attention of the other, and relied on 
a verdict influenced alone by a rigid sénse 
of justice. He was found guilty. On 
the 7th, John Killan and John M‘Cann, 
alias M‘Kennan, who accompanied Rourke 
were tried. The witnesses were the same 
as those who appeared against Rourke, and 
who now swore that Killan piked a man in 
Dirty Lane on the night of the 23d, that 
M‘Cann had fired a long pistol at andther 
man in the same place. It now came out 
that Rourke had beea seen to ki!la watchman. 
An attempt w«s made in defence of the pry 
soner to prove an a/ibi: the jury; however, 
brought them io guilty.—On the 8th Joseph 
Doran was tried. T he principal witness against 
him was a boy, not 13 years of age, who 
swore that he saw him about ten o'clock or 
so, on the evening of the 23d July, march 





‘with twenty others through a narrow lane in 


which the witness lived, with two pikes on 
his shoulder. The defence was an alibi; 
but am inconsistency was evident between 
the principal witness's examination and the in- 
formation sworn by him before a magistrate; 
in consequence of which representation the 
jury, without hesitation, brought in a verdict 
of acquittal. ‘The court, after a very proper 


‘exhortation to the prisoner, ordered him im- 


mediately to be discharged. —— On the oth 
Thomas Donely, Nicholas Farrell, alias 
Tyrrell, Laurence Begly, alias Bayly, and 
Michael Kelly were tried. The evidence 
against them proved them to have been ap- 
prehended on the night of the 23d. in the 
neighbourhood of Thomas-street, armed with 
pikes. It was alleged in their defence that 
they were men of very good and peaceable 


' characters, who had been forced into the 


service of the insurgents, They were found 
guilty. On the 12th, John Hayes was 
tried. The principal witrlesses against him 
were those who had appeared against Rourke: 
they swore that an the night of the 23d he 
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had piked the dragoon whose horse Rourke 
had shot. An attempt was, in behalf of 
the prisoner, to prove an a/z+i; but he was 
brought in guilty—Cn the 13th, Joha 
M‘Dermot was tried and found guilty on the 
same train of evidence, as tlrat which was 
adduced against Hayes.—On the 19th, Ro- 
bert Emmett was tried, under the statute 
of Edward Iil. ist, tor compassing and ima- 
gining the death of the King; 2d, for ad- 
hering to the King’s enemies; and 3d, for 
levying war against the King. 

The Atroxney Generat occupied near 
two hours in stating the case for the Crown. 
He took a retrospective view of the public 
calamities incident to the spirit of insurrec- 
tion which has hitherto pervaded the minds 
of the common people of this country, their 
weak susceptibility to the artifices of the 


| incendiaries in whose hands they unfortu- 


| years ago, 


nately have been hitherto found very pliable 
tools, as well as the wantonness and absur- 
dity of their revolutionary experiments, 
while they do not even make a pretext of 
immediate or personal grievances, but in or- 
der to affect some species of consistency, 
must ransack antiquity, and- resort to the 
imaginary evils which had afflicted their an- 
cestors at so remote a_ period as six hundred 
The -prisoner at the bar, would 
appear by substantial evidence, together with 


| a variety of corroborating circumstances, to 





have been the prime source, origin, and 
spirit of the recent insurrection in this city, 
so enormously wicked in the conception, 
but so truly contemptible and puerile both 
in the plan and execution. For some time 
previous to the Christmas of 1802, the pri- 
soner had been out of this country, and 
during his absence had made a continental 
tour of considerable extent, embracing 
France in his progress. On the prisoner's 
arrival in this country in December last, he 
took up his residence at the house of a Mrs. 
Palmer, near Harold’s-cross, the indentical 
house wherein he was apprehended by’Major 
Sirr. To his hostess and her family he as- 
sumed the name of Hewitt, and remained 
there until a short time previous to his having: 
take a lease of the malt-stores, near Mar- 
shall-alley, in which the principal depét of 
pikes, arms and ammunition, had been for- 
tunately explored, on the night of the 23d 
of July.. The lease of this place was taken 
about the 24th of March fast, and possession 
ensued ; certain other repositories for pikes 
and various traitorous implements of destruc- 
tion, had been also fixed on and taken in 
other parts of the city. He went to a plac 
near Rathfarnham, called Batterfield-lane 
bargained ip the name of Robert Ellis, 


oO a 


ee ee 


4 


! 


~*~ 





if 












































i} 
' 
} 
rt 


_—_— 








» his temporary abode, an 
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which for this occasion he adopted, for a | 
house there, for which he gave sixty guineas | 


fine. When the lease was ready to be exe~ 
cuted, a Mr. Tyrrell, who was employed as 
agent in the transaction, went thither, where 
he’ saw the prisoner at the bar. A Mr. 
Frayne, one of the executors to a deceased 
erson in George's street, whose property 
the house and concerns were, was the man 
authorised to make the lease to the supposed 
Mr. Ellis, who had taken up his residence 
in the house on paying the fine, and re- 
mained there for some wecks before the lease 
was perfected. Mr. Tyrrell, the agent, on 
being introduced to the parties, recognized 
Mr. William Dowdall, who attended to wit- 
ness the lease, and who thought proper, on 
recollecting that Mr ‘Tyrrell must have known 
him, to lay aside a fictitious name-he bad as- 
sumed, and signed his real name as witness 
tothe lease. Mr. Tyrrell, combining a varie- 
ty of odd circumstances together, communi- 
cated suspicions to Mr. Frayne, that these 
parties were not there for a good purpose, 
and hinting the probability that they had 
soine treasonable projects or conspiracies in 
view. Mr. Frayne assented to certain sus- 
picious appearances, which did not escape 
his own observation, such as the prisoner 
having resided in the house without furni- 
ture, not even a bed, having nothing better 
to sleep on than a palliass. He also men- 
tioned other circutnstances of suspicion, such 
as being visited by different persons, who 
always conferred in secret with him, but 


-never more than one attending at any one 


time. The first idea, however, that sug- 
gested itself to Mr. Frayne was, — that 
these persons were merely coiners of base 
silver, not coiners of political constitutions. 
Among the persons most frequent in their 
visits to this house in Butterfield-lane, were 
a Mr. Natt, a Mr. Quigley, once an emi- 
nent bricklayer, and Mr. Dowdall. The 
first, under circumstances of marked suspi- 
cion of baving taken an active part in the 
rebellion in 1798, was still permiited to re- 
main unmolested in the country. Qnigley 
had been apprehended, but afterwards dis- 
charged, for alleged connexions with the 
traitors of the same period; and Mr. Dow- 
dall, once Secretary to the Whig Club, 
having, with others, been committed to Fort 
George, had a particular indulgence extended 
to him, by permitting his residence in this 
country, on his discharge from confinement 
in Scotland, after the conclusion of the last 
— It would be found that about the 

itter end of June, or beginning of July 
‘Vast, the prisoner at the bar did change 
d made arrangements 











on a very large scale, at the depét of pikes, 
in the malt-stores alluded to. Here was he 
frequently found inspecting the fabrication 
of pikes, the casting of builets, the making 
of cartridges, in short, he was indefatigably 
employed, with very little’ intermission, jn 
offices of this description; but at intervals 
was equally busy writing at a desk, which 
was afterwards found in this depot. at night 
he reposed, if repose he could take, on a 
palliass in the same receptacle of treason and 
traitorous implements, and from these pre- 
paratory occupations he might be traced to 
leading his miserable train of. impotent in- 
surgents, on the night of the 23d of July, 
dressed in a pompous uniform, that of a 
field officer, while assuming the rank of a 
general. Mr. Powdall, who, it would ap- 
pear, had been also in uniform on that night, 
acted as his lieutenant-general, as did others 
in subordinate situations of confidence and 
alertness about the person of their ringleader, 
whom: it might not as yet be altogether ex- 
pedient to name. Among the papers psinted 
and otherwise found in (he depot, was the 
principal part of a manuscript, indicating 
from certain marks and interiineations, that 
it was the original manifesto from whence 
at least a fair copy might be taken, for p:int- 
ing upwards of seven thousaral of the procia- 
mation entitled the provisional government, 
so often resorted to in proof during the pre- 
ceding trials. From this strong circumstance, 
no doubt can scarce be entertained that the 
prisoner at the bar was the author of this 
new fangled scheme of government, which, 
had he, in the darkness of the night, but 
called on his God to dispel the gloom and 
perturbation of a tortured and agitated mind, 
that God, who presides over states and king- 
doms, would not permit him to entertain the 
wicked but. futile notion of shaking that 
throne whereon a monarch sits, whose reli- 
gious humility and moral conduct exhibit 4 
brilliant example not only for the uniform 
imitation of his own subjects throughout his 
vast realms, but for all the civilized world 
beside. Another proclamation, upon a more 
limited scale, not hitherto produced in court, 
was also found, entitled, The provisional go- 
vernment to the inhabitants of Dublin. — By 
the contents of this composition, #he 10U- 
mate connexion between the actors in the 
last rebellion and this would be conspicuous, 
it being almost literally a copy of one of ~ 
papers planning the attack on the Castle © 
Dublin, which were examined before a co™- 
mittee of the Irish House Of commons. 
strenuously recommended the active use © 
brick-bats, stones, and various destrocti¥© 
missiles, from the tops of houses and othe! 
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eminent situations, against his Majesty's 
forces, or all those loyal subjects who might 
be induced to join-them to repel so abomina- 
ble a treason. But among the papers found 
at the same place was one which marked 
most extraordinary characteristics in the pri- 
soner's mind, wound up as it was to that 
extreme pitch of warmth and excess which 
enthusiasts alone can feel. This paper was 
read. Its leading passage intimated, that 
the writer possessed ‘* a sanguine mind, ca- 
pable of repelling the intrusions of. reflec- 
tion; that if success was not to attend 
his enterprize, and that a precipice opened 
beneath his feet, while he stood on the 
brink, that sanguine principle of mind 
would precipitate his fall at all hazards, ra- 
ther than permit him to pause or to recoil.” 
He observed, that mind must indeed be 
truly enthusiastic which could describe en- 
thusiasm so well; but was it for the wretch- 
ed peasant, whose happiness must neces- 
sarily be concentred within the narrow 
limits of mere domestic duties, arising from 
the moderate and patient exercise of his la- 
borious functions, to affect to elevate his 
mind to extravagancies of this description 
or to flights so eccentric ? Having traced 
the progress ofthe prisoner on the night 
of insurrection, from the depdt where he 
put on his uniform, and took the command, 
until his party of pike-men were routed 
and dispersed in Thomas-street, no con- 
nected view of his subsequent proceedings 
could be had until he took refuge atthe 
house of a Mrs. Doyle, in the Wicklow 
mountains, and fiom thence Mr. Dowdall 
and he made a sally through the country, 
accompanied by a band of their defeated 
confederates, armed with blunderbusses, 
to the number in all of thirteen. Dowdall 
and. the prisoner shortly after separated ; 
the latter, as he was before, became a 
wretched fugitive, without aim, object, or 
avocation. The prisoner at the bar made 
his way to the house of Mrs. Paimer, at 
Harold’s cross, where he first took up his 
abode under the feigned name of Hewitt ; 
when he arrived there, he retained some 
remnants of the former uniform, such as 
Hessian boots, military waistcoat, breeches 
and stock. The green military coat he 
ut off, and substituted a brown frock ; 
ere the prisoner remained for near a month, 
lying in an obscure house, ina wretched 
apariment, on a settlebed ; he spoke of the 


_ misfortunes of his expedition somewhat am- 


biguously to Mrs, Palmer, and of the taking 
of his depot of pikes, as if it had been 
the arsenal of a great.genera!l. He was 


-at length traced to this asylum through the 


~ 





vigilance and indefatigable activity of Ma- 
jor Sirr, who procured admittance by get- 
ling a peasant to give a single rap at the 
door, in the opening of which the major 
rushed in, and not immediately knowing the 
prisoner, the first object whom he saw, he 
interrogated him who he was, to which the 
prisoner replied, that his name was Cun- 
ningham, and had come from a friend's 
house in the country that morning, but did 
not mean to stay long. On conversation 
with Mrs. Palmer, however, she lead him 
into the real state, as she conceived, of 
the prisoner’s acquaintance with her family 
and his residence among them. Among the 
papersfound with the prisoner here, was a 
second manuscript kind of manifesto, ad- 
dressed to the government of the country, 
deprecating trial by court martial’ for any 
of the apprehended rebels, lamenting the 
fate of the persons who were apprehended, 
tried, and hanged at the commission, and 
threatening aretaliation by the provisional! 
government, on such of the yeomanry and 
militia as should hereafter fall into their 
hands. When Major Sirr first apprehended 
the prisoner, he committed him to the cate 
of a constable who attended him, fiom 
whom he attempted an escape, but was re- 
taken and better secured. On major Sirr 
apologizing to him for the necessity of 
using harsher methods than he would wisi: 
in the act of apprehending and detaining 
him, the prisoner, with much complaisance 
replied, “ all was fair in war.” In the 
excursion of the prisoner, accompanied by 
Dowdall, dressed in their full regimentals, 
to the county of Wicklow, they both pas- 
sed themselves as French officers, emissa- 
ries of Buonaparté, who, they said, meditated 
a landing in this kingdom. They spoke a 
jargon of French, mixed with broken En- 
glish to the peasantry, while endeavouring 
to make proselytes of them to the French 
cause ; which cause, however, in a cor- 
respondence with some others of the incen- 
diaires, which major Sirr traced among the 
prisoner’s papers, was expressed an opi- 
nion, that they might do better without a 
French connexion, exemplifying a fact, as 
Mr. Attorney General observed, that how- 
ever enthusiastic the republican agitators in 
this country might be, still French plunder, 


‘French murders, and French rapacity over 


all the nations, where, with these princi- 
ples, the French soldiery had travelled, 
were too obvions to allow those who have 
even sought their alliance, to wish for any 
thing resembling permanent fraternity, 
The evidence which was ca'led established 
the facts related by the Attorney Gencral, 





ee 


Se 


* 






















































= 





S aeea 7 
a 


Sole seen 
nara 
ots 

i. 





a on | Sa 
. oe 


+ — | would have given freedom. 


1967} 


Trials for High Treason in Ireland. 


[1968 


and the jury brought in a verdict of guilty. | would have expired on the threshold of that 


Before sentence was pronounced Mr. im- 
mett, being called upon to know whether 
he had any thing to say, addressd the court 
and jury nearly as foilows.—* I am asked 
if] have any thing to say why sentence of 
death should not be pronounced upon me. 
Was I to suffer only death, after being ad- 
judged guilty, I should bow in silence, but 
aman in my situation has notonly to combat 
with the difficulties of fortune, but also the 
difficulties of prejudice; the sentence of the 
law, which delivers over his body to the 
executioner, consigns his character to ob- 
loquy. The man dies, but his memory lives ; 
and that mine may not forfeit all claim to 
the respect of my countrymen, J use this 
occasion {o vindicate myself from some of 
the charges advanced against me. Iam 
charged with being an emissary of France ; 
it isfalse! 1am no emissary; I did not wish 
todeliver up my country toa foreign power, 
and least of ail, to France. No! never did 
I entertain the idea of establishing French 
power in Ireland: God forbid! On the 
coutrary, it is evident from the introduc- 
tory paragraph of the address of the provi- 
sicnal government, that every hazard at- 
tending an independent effort was deemed 
preferable to the more fatal risk of intro- 
ducing a French army into the country— 
smal! would be our claims to patriotism and 
to sense, and palpable our affectation of tle 
Jove of liberty, if we were to encourage 
the profanation of our shores. by a people 
who are slaves themselves, and the unprin- 
cipled and abandoned instruments of im- 
posing slavery on others. If such an inie- 
rence be drawn from any part of the pro- 
clamation of the provisional government, it 
calumniates their views, and is not war- 
ranted by the fact. How could they speak 
of freedom to their countrymen? How 
assume such an exalted motive, and me- 
ditate the introduction ofa power which has 
been the enemy of freedom in every part of 
the globe? Reviewing the conduct of France 
to. other countries, could we expect better 
towards us? No! Let not, then, any man 
aitaint my memory by believing, that I could 
have hoped freedom through the aid of 
France, and betrayed the sacred cause of 
liberty by committing it to the power of 
her most determined foe ; had I done so, 
I had not deserved to live, and dying 
with such a weight upon my character, | 
had merited the honest execration of that 
which gave me birth, and to which 
| : Had I beeca 
o.  ~S in — I would have fought egainst 
| the French. In the dignity of freedom I 
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country, and they should have entered jt 


| only by passing over my lifeless corpse. Is 





it, then, to be supposed, that I would be 
slow to make the same sacrifice to my na- 
tive land? Am JI, who lived but to be of 
service to my country, and who would sub- 
ject myself to the bondage of the grave to 
give her independence—am I to be loaded 
with the foul and grievous calumny of being 
an emissary of France? My lords, it may 
be part of the system of angry justice to bow 
a man’s mind by humiliation to meet the 
ignominy of the scaffold ; but worse to me 
than the scaffold’s shame, or the scaffold’s 
terrors, would be the imputation of having 
been the agent of French despofism and am- 
bition ? and while I have breath | will call 

upon my countrymen not to believe me 

guilty of so foul a crime against their liber- 

ties and their happiness. ‘Though you, my 

lord, sit there a judge, and I stand here a 

culprit, yet you are but a man, and I am 

another; I have a right, therefore, to vindi- 

cate my character and motives from the as- 
persions of calumny; and as a man to whom 
fame is dearer than life, I will make the last 
use of that life in rescuing my name and my 
memory from the afflicting imputation of 
having been an emissary of France, or seck- 
ing her interference in the internal regula- 
tions of her affairs. Did I live to see a 
French army approach this country, I would 
Meet it on the shore, with a torch in one 
hand, and a sword in the other: I would 
receive them with all the destruction of war! 
I would animate my countrymen to immo- 
late them in their very boats, and before our 
native soil should be polluted by a foreign 
foe. If they succeeded in landing, | would 
burn every blade of grass before them; 147¢ 
every house; contend to the last: for every 
inch of ground, and the last spot in which 
the hope of freedom should desert me, that 
spot 1 would make my grave ! What I can- 
not do, I leave a legacy to my country, be- 
cause I feel conscious that my death were 
unprofitable, and all hope of liberty extinct, 
the moment a French army obtained 4 foot- 
ing in this land.—Afier some further matter 
he concluded thus—My lamp of life is nea™ 
ly expired ; my race is finished; the grav° 
opens to receive me, and I sink into its bo 
som, Ali J request then, at departing from 
the world, is the charity of its silence. Let 
ho man write my epitaph, for as no man 
who knows my motives dare vindicate them j 
let not prejudice or ignorance asperse them; 
let them and me r in obscurity ad 
peace, and my tomb remain undescribee, 
till other times and other men can do }0% 
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tice to my character. On the 23d, Hugh 
Porter was tried and convicted at Carrick- 
fergus, on the clearest evidence of summon- 
ing the people of Carmoney to assemble on 
the 23d of July; of going to Broughshone 
camp, as he called it; of returning on the 
27th, and again threatening the neighbours 
if they would not aid in the insurrection, 
On the 27th, Howley, who had hired 
the depdt for the rebel arms and ammuni- 
tion, and who shot Harlow, the keeper of 
the Tower, was tried and convicted. On 
the Ist of October, John M‘<Intosh was 
tried, It appeared, that he was a carpenter 
by trade, had rented the house in Patrick 
Street, where the explosion of gunpowder 
took place on the Saturday previous to the 
insurrection. Qn that occasion he would 
not accept of the assistance of his neigh- 
bours, but locked up the place, telling a 
man living next door to him, that the ex- 
plosion was in consequence of an experi- 
ment tried by silk dyers. A peace officer 
went to the house the following evening, 
and ascertained the explosion to have been 
that of gunpowder; a parcel of which he 
found in an unfinished state, and some salt- 
petre. He also found in a chest about fifty 
fresh cast musquet balls, a volume of_ Vol- 
ney’s Ruins of Empires; and in the house 
were about two hundred pike handles, shor- 
ter than those with which he had afterwards 
become more familiar; but, in an adjoining 
house he found a parcel of bayonets with the 
sockets filled with wood, and as if they had 
been sawed from off the handles which were 
in the first house, It appeared that, after 
the explosion in Patrick Street, the prisoner 
went immediately to the depdt in Mass 
Lane, where he continued until the 23d 
July, actively preparing for the insurrection 
which broke out on that evening. When 
the insurrection took place, he was actively 
engaged in it: he was one of those who 
fired at the trooper who was killed ; he was 
also among those assassins who stopped Lord 
Kilwarden’s carriage ; and he stood by while 
that nobleman and his nephew were piked 
to death. It did not appear, however, that 
he inflicted any of the wounds, which were 
all given with pikes, he having been armed 
with pistols and a blunderbuss. After the 
defeat of the insurrection he fled, and as he 
was passing through Arklow, in the county 
of Wicklow, he was arrested by a magis- 
trate, to whom he said that his name was 
Magrath, that he was a mill-wright by trade, 
was going to Waterford, had becn working 
in the couoty of Wicklow, and had not been 
in Dublin, for three weeks previous to the 
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23d July.—Some persons were adduced to 
his character, but he was found guilty. 
Thomas Keenan was tried on the 3d. It was 
proved that he was an associate of M‘Intosh, 
and was arrested with him ; that he had been 
in the rebel depot in Mass Lane, during the 
week preceding the insurrection, as a car- 
penter, making pike-handles. He was 
found guilty———On _ the sth Dennis Lam- 

It appeared 








bert Kedmond was tried. 
from the evidence against him that he was 
one of those who planned the insurrection 
of the night of the 23d, after which he fled 
to Newry, where he was apprehended; that 
a paper was found in his possession evi- 
dently intended for publication, in which 
he exhorted his countrymen to be “ as gen- 
tle aslambs, but as vigilant as lions, to avoid 
all these casualties which had occurred to 
defeat their cause during the rebellion of 
1798, arising from drunkenness, infidelit 
to each other, and a base dereliction of the 
principle on which they ought to be steady 
and united.’’ Some evidence was pro- 
duced to his character, but he was found 
guilty. He afterwards confessed that he 
held an official station under the provisional 
government. On the 10th Thomas Rus- 
sell was tried at Carrickfergus. It appear- 
ed on evidence that during the day of the 
23d of July, he was at Loughin Island, en- 
deavouring to excife the people to rebel- 
lion, telling them that the French would as- 
sist them, that arms and money were pre- 
pared for them, and that there would that 
night be a general insurrection all over Ire- 
land; that he called himself a general in 
the rebel army, and hada general’s uniform 
which he showed to the people at Anna- 
dorn; that on their refusing to rise, he 
threatened them, and told them he would 
go to some other counties where the rising 
would be general. When he was taken a 
proclamation was found upon him, intend- 
ed to have been made public.—The exa- 
mination of the witnesses lasted a consider. 
able time, and the prisoner was finally 
found guilty.—On being asked if he had 
any thing to say why sentence of death 
should not be passed upon him, he address- 
ed the Court in a speech of about twenty 
minutes, in which he took a view of the 
principal transactions of his life for the last 
thirteen years; and on a retrospective view 
of which he said he tvoked back with tri- 
umph and satisfaction; he endeavoured to, 
vindicate his conduct from the criminality 
atiached to it by asserting that in all he 
had done he acted from the conviction of 
his conscience; and aaxiously requested 
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that the Court would make him not only | 
the first, but the only life which should 
be taken on the present occasion. 





Remarks on His Masesty’s Speecu to 
Parliament *, at the Commencement of the 
Session, on the 22d of November, 1803. 
EXTRACTED FROM THE MONITEUR. 
Note the 1st. [This note refers to the 

mention made of the Islands of St. Lucia, 

Tobago, St. Pierre, and Miquelon.]—The 


Islands of St. Lucia, Tobago, St. Pierre, and | 


Miquelon, belong to the Belligerent Power 
‘which is mistress of the sea. ‘The emphatic 
eulogies of his Britannic Majesty on the great 
zeal and promptitude of his officers, and the 
forces which acted under their command, 
are truly ludicrous. There were at St Lu- 
cia one hundred and fifty men; at Tobago 
eighty; and at St. Pierre and Miquelon a 
corporal and nine men.— Note the 2d. [This 
note alludes to the King’s notice of the state 
of Ireland, respecting the late traitorous and 
atrocious conspiracy, and his Majesty's hope 
that his deluded subjects in that part-of the 
United Kingdom are now convinced of their 
error.|—We cannot conceive why his Bri- 
tannic Majesty should not mention the af- 
fairs of Hanover, and pass over in silence 
the importance which his ministers had for- 
mally promised ion the House of Commons 
to assign to the mediation of Russia; but 
why should he fail to shew the same prudent 
reserve relative to Ireland, that unfortunate 
object of the interest and the solicitude of all 
Europe? Was it necessary to insult unhappy 
Hibernia, which for so many ages has wit- 
nessed, in the midst of it, the incessant re- 
newal of the massacres of St. Bartholomew ? 
Here, ambitious men, covered with the Roman 
purple, butchered the Protestants; there, 
ambitious men, covered with the English 


_ purple, butchered the Roman Catholics | 


The code by which Ireland is at present go- 
verned, is more cruel, more atrocious than 
that of Marat. Every Irishman might ask 
his Britannic Majesty, where are the delud- 
ed? They are rather to be found in a go- 
vernment which supports its despotic autho- 
rity by means of scaffolds, than among a 
people who claim liberty of conscicuce, the 
privilege of possessing property, and the 
rights which are attached to the dignity of 
human nature.— Note the 3d. [This note 
is intended as an answer to that part of the 
King's Speech, in which he trusts that his 
deluded subjects in Ireland having compared 





© For the Speech, see page 752, and » Cobbetr?’ 
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the advantages they derive from the proiece 
tion of a free constitution, with the condi- 
tion of those countries which are under the 
dominion of the French government, they 
| Ne bangeelly and zealously concur in resi). 
| ing any attempt that may be made acainst 
' the security and independence of his United 
Kingdom. |—This is reaily surprising Let 
his Britannic Majesty discover, if h can, in 
the four last years, in the course of which 
the revolution has been terminsted, a sine 
fact to support his arguments! Let h 
mention, through the immense extent 
territory, one country where ihe liber 
conscience has been restrained. where + 
folds have been erected, where cons ra 
have been fabricated, for the purpose 
stroying men of talents, overwh:!m: 
blood the degrading apprehensions, and the 
just remorse, by which a violent aud . 
nical government is always tormented | 
tyranny over Ireland resembies that of ! 
thage over the neighbouring states. 
severe and implecable.——- Note the 4:5. 
(Here, on the heavy pressure which ius 
Majesty laments must be unavoidady ex- 
perienced by his people under the present 
circumstances, the French goverfimeni =ays,] 
— The war has already cost the English 0a- 
tion 500 millions of livres. On the suppo- 
sition that it may last five or six years lon- 
ger, England will have paid three or ‘out 
milliards of additional expense for the rock 
of Malta, which cost the Knights of St. 
John 200 millions during the two last cen- 
turies.— Note the 5th. [This note refers to 
the magnanimous declaration of his Majes- 
ty, if the occasion should arise, to share the 
exertions and the dangers of his people, 10 
the defence of their constitution, their rell- 
gion, their laws, and their independence. |— 
Is it the King of England, the head of 4 
nation which rules the seas and sways all 
India, that holds this language? What! six 
months have scarcely expired since your 
Prince, blinded by the shadows of a base 
ambition, and alarmed at the views of the 
ports of France and Holland, filed with 
fleets and armies, meditating the invasion © 
England, comes into the midst of you, and, 
in his terror, discovers to Europe and to 
France the fluctuations of his councils; 4° 
we already hear him talk of marching at the 
head of his people, to defend their relig!"» 
their laws, and their independence. What 
has reduced you to this extremity? Could 
you have held a different language if you 
had been defeated at Thebia, at Thrasyme?® 
or at Cann? As yet the contest has scarce 





on the contrary, you have hitherto 





ly begun ; you have experienced no reverses; 
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in every thing; and, notwithstanding, your 
cities are alarmed, and your councils require 
to be animated by the declarations of a 
Monarch, who protesses his determination 
to die at the head of his peop'c! Are the 
persons who suggest this inconsiderate Jan- 
guage to him unacquainted, that Harold the 
perjurer also placed himself at the head of 
his people? Does it never occur to them 
that the iJlusions of high birth, the attributes 
of sovereign power and the purple robe, are, 
in the moment of danger, but weak de- 
fences against the casualties of battle? On 
that tremendous day ail men are equal. It 
is experience, it is the superiority of tactics, 
and the coolness of the general, that esta- 
blish the difference between the victors and 
the vanquished. A Monarch, of sixty-three 
years old, who puts himself, for the first 
time, at the head of his troops, would, on 
the day of battle, embarrass his own people, 
and increase the chances of success on the 
part of the enemy. The King of England 
talks of ** the honour of his crown, the 
maintenance of the constitution, their reli- 
gion, their laws, and their independence.” 
Was not the enjoyment of all those ines- 
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cute their presumptuous threat of invading 
our coasts, the consequence will be to them 
discomfiture, confusion, and disgrace,]— 
Discomfiture, confusion, and disgrace! If 
the King of England is so confident of suce 


| cess, why does he not order his fleets and 


timable advantages secured by the treaty of | 


Amiens? One would suppose, on reading 
this speech, that it was not the English am- 
bassador who had the impudence to fix a 
period of only thirty-six hours to decide the 
question of war; and that, on the contrary, 
it was the French ambassador who demand- 
ed, at London, that, in thirty-six hours, the 
religion of England should be changed, the 
constitution abolished, and the kingdom dis- 
honoured. Covuli not your religion, your 


constitution, and your honour, be preserved | 
without Lord Whitworth’s uliimatum? What ' 


connexion has the rock of Malta and the 
island of Lampedosa with your religion, your 
laws, and your independence ?* It is not for 
human forésight to penetrate the designs of 
Providence, and to discover the measures it 
may sanction in its profound wisdom for the 
punishment of perjury, and the chastisement 
of those who create division, excite war, 
and, under the vain ‘pretexts or secret sug- 
gestions of paltry ambition, sport with hu- 
man life; but we can venture to prophecy 


“the event of this important contest; that 


you shall not retain Malta, that you shall 
not obtain Lampedosa, and that you will 
sign a treaty less advantageous to you than 
that of Amiens.— Note the Gtb. [This note 
is caused by the expression of his Majesty's 
firm conviction that shonld the enemy, con- 


trary to all just expectation, attempt to exc- 





cruizers to allow us a free passage for a few 
days ? We should soon see whether the ree 
sult to the French would be discomfiture, 
confusion, and disgrace. All these rhodo- 
montades are at once unwocrthy of a great 
people, and of any man in his sober senses. 
Had the King of England obtained as many 
victories as Alexander, Hannibal, or Ceesar, 
such language would not be the less absurd, 
The destinies of war, and the fate of battle, 
depend on a very trifling circumstance! so 
frequently does fortune prove blind and in- 
constant! But surely none but a person 
wholly deprived of his reason could affirm 
that the French army, which hitherto have 
not passed for cowards, should reap on the 
soil of Great-Britain nothing but discomfi- 
ture, confusion, and disgrace.—As to the 
presumptuous threat of which the King of 
England accuses his enemies, it would cer- 
tainly puzzle his ministers to quote them. 
When did the First Consul, who has the 
soie direction of all the military dispositions, 
say that it was his intention to send an army 
into England? He has hitherto said only 
there shal! be an encampment at the Texel, 
Ostend, St. Omer, Brest, Bayonne; and the 
army has been encamped accordingly. Can- 
not then, during war, troops be assembled in 
camps, without executing presumptuous 
threats ?-—You admit that the French may 
penetrate into the heart of England. On 
this supposition, you offer to your people 
the defence of your head and hand, and you 
assure them, in a prophetic tone, that the 
consequence will be to the French army dis- 
comfiture, confusion, and disgrace: grant 
ed. But what would you gain by it? The 
advantage which you say you will derive 
from it will be ‘* the glory of surmounting 
present difficulties,” it was much easier not 
to occasion such difficulties; ‘‘ of repelling 
immediate danger,” it was much safer not 
to expose yourselves to that danger; “ of 
fixing the safety and independence of the 
kingdom on the basis of. acknowledged 
strength,” but the treaty of Amiens had fix- 
ed the safety and independence.of the king- 
dom of Great-Britain; “‘ the result of its 
own tried energy and resources,” what! 
whoever doubied that your people, who rule 
both hemispheres, are rich, brave, aud fall 
of energy ?—These expressions, “* its ovnm 
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tried energy and resources,” should indeed 
be heard over all Europe. Thus it appears, 
that you fight merely to shew that you can 
fight. You load your people with taxes, to 
shew that you are rich. You inflict cala- 
mities on the existing generation, to prove 
that energy which no person was desirous 
of disputing with you. Europe will decide 
whether such sentiments are the result of 
greatness, of weakness of mind, of wisdom, 
or folly.—But were we to admit, from the 
inconstancy of fortune, and the vicissitudes 
of war, that the French army might reap in 
the heart of Great-Britain discomfiture and 
disgrace; admit in your turn, that an army 
of veterans, every soldier of which has brav- 
ed death in so many battles, and conducted 
by men whom Europe holds in some degree 
of estimation, may, by its bravery or its 
evolutions, carry into the midst of you dis- 
grace, confusion, and discomfiture. What 
would be the advantage to France? Not 
that of surmounting present difficulties ; she 
experiences none: not of repelling immedi- 
ate danger; in the present contest there is 
no immediate danger for her: not that of 
fixing the safety and independence of the 
state on the basis of acknow!edged strength, 
the result of its own tried energy and re- 
sources ; her safcty, her independence, her 
force, her own resources, and her energy, 
are as evident as that the sun shines; they 
' require no trial to prove their existence,— 
The consequence would be, that she would 
wrest from you that trident acquired by fifty 
years of success, the valour of your ances- 
tors, and preserved by the duplicity of your 
cabinet; to avenge the unfortunate country 
of Ireland, to restore it to the rank of na- 
tions, and toshed on that land, moistened 
with blood and with tears, the light of hap- 
pier and more tranquil days. It would be 
* * * * * * — This speech will be read 
with attention by all Europe, which will be 
struck by one extraordinary expression in it. 
What! the ministers of Great-Britain are 
silly enough to cause their Master to de- 
clare, on a solemn occasion, that on the fate 
of one battle depends the existence of that 
Colossus which crushes both worlds. If on 
the event of one battle the preservation of a 
single one of the newly-conquered depart- 
ments of France depended, we are well con- 
vinced that she would have made peace, 
that she would not have resisted your unjust 
retensions, and that she would have ceded 
alta. Such conduct would have been con- 
sistent with those duties imposed on all 
those, whether chiefs or ministers, whose 


a determinations influence the fate of nations. 
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A FORM of PRAYER, to be used in ail 
Churches and Chapels throughout England, 
Ireland, Wales, and the Town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, upon Wednesday the Nine- 
teenth of October, 1803, being the Day ap- 
pointed by Proclamation for a General Fast 
and Humiliation before Almighty God, to 
be observed in the most Devout and Solemn 
Manner, by sending up our Prayers and 
Supplications to the Divine Majesty: for 
obtaining Pardon of our Sins, and for 
averting those beavy Judgements which ous 
mantfold Provocations have most justly de- 
served; and imploring his &lessing and 
Assistance on the Arms of his Majesty by 
Sca and Land, and for restoring and per- 
petuating Peace, Safety, and Prosperity tes 
himself and to his Kingdom. 


By his Majesty’s Special Command. 
THE ORDER FOR MORNING PRAYER. 


The Service shall be the same with the usual 
office for Holydays, except where it is in 
this office otherwise appointed. 

Let him that ministereth read with a loud 
voice these sentences of Scripture; and 
after them the exhortation, dearly beloved 
brethren, &c. 

To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him: neither have we obeyed the 
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his 
laws, which he set before us, 

In my trouble I will call upon the Lord, 
and complain unto my God. So shall he 
hear my voice out of his holy temple; my 
complaint shall come before him. 

Instead of the Venite, this Hymn shall be 
used.—Unto thee, O Lord, will I litt my 
soul; my God, I have put my trust in thee: 
O let me not be confounded, -neither let 
mine enemies triumph over me. 

Wherefore shall the heathen say, where 
is now their God ? 

The Lord is King, be the earth never so 
unquiet ; the Lord is great in Sion, and 
high above all people. 

I shall find i and heaviness, and I 
will call upon the name of the Lord. 

Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that 
dwellest in the Heavens. 

The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage 
horribly; but the Lord, who dwelleth oa 
high, is mightier. : 

i the auhane of sorrows that I had ia 
my heart, thy comforts have refreshed ™y 
soul, . 

The Lord is my. refuge, and my God 1s 
the strength of my confidence. 

Thou, O Lord God, art full of comps 


hi 








al 
in 


id 
ad 
ed 


nd 


ied 
the 
his 
rd ’ 
he 
my 
be 
my 
ee: 
let 
1e1¢@ 


r so 


nd I 
that 
rage 


nh on 


ad in 
| my 


npas? 





1977 | 


sion and mercy, long suffering, plenteous in 
goodness and truth. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord, and I will 
walk in thy truth. O knit my heart unto 
thee, that I may fear thy name. 

Behold, O God our defender, and look 
upon the face of thine anointed. 

Blessed is the man, whose strength is in 
thee, in whose heart are thy ways. 

Lo! thine enemies make a murmuring, 
and they that hate thee have lift up their 
heads. 

Make their faces ashamed, O Lord, that 
they may seek thy name. 

The Lord shall give strength unto his peo- 
ple, the Lord shall give his people the bless- 
ing of peace. 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the 
glory of thy name; O deliver us, and be 
merciful unto our sins for thy name's sake. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost : 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Proper Psalms, li. Ixxiii. and exxv.—First 

Lesson, Isaiah xxxvii.—After the First 

Lesson, shall follow Te Deum laudamus, 

in English.—Second Lesson, St. Luke xxi. 

7—19.—Then Benedictus, the Creed, &c. 

to the end of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Theo the Priest, standing up, shail say, — 
Priest. O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us, 

Answ. And grant as thy salvation, 

Priest. O Lord, save the King! 

Answ. Who patteth his trust in thee, 


Priest. Send him help from thy holy | 


place, 

Answ. And evermore mightily defend 
him. 

Priest. Let his enemies have no advan- 
tage against him. 

Answ. Let not the wicked approach to 
burt him. 

Priest. O Lord, save thy people, 

Answ. And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest. Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

Answ. And make thy chosen people 
joyful. 

This Collect to be used instead of the First 
Collect for Morning Prayer.—O Almighty 
God, who rulest over all nations of the 
earth, and on whose gracious Providence 
they depend evermore for preservation and 
prosperity ; extend, we beseech thee, thine 
accustomed goodness to the people of this 
kingdom ; who, looking up to thee, as the 
author of all blessings, and their sure safe- 
guard and mighty deliverer in all dangers 
and difficulties, do now implore thy watcb- 
ful care and protection. Vouchsafe to guide 


- us continually with thy counsel, to strengthen 
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us with thy powerful arm, and to crown 
with success our necessary endeavours against 
the unjust attempts of our enemies, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Then shall follow the Second and Third 
Collects at Morning Prayer, and the Litany, 
and then the following Prayer.—O Lord, 
our Heavenly Father, we acknowledge, with 
penitent hearts, that we have been blessed, 
beyond other nations, in the knowledge and 
undisturbed profession of thy truth, and in 
the long possession of abundant temporal 
prosperity: and we confess, that, like the 
Israelites of old, we have too often turned 
our backs on thee, and sought our peace 
and security in oar own inventions. Re- 
store us, O Lord, to a dutiful sense of thee 
in this time of our visitation. Grant us grace 
to put away all ungodliness and sinful lusts, 
and so to hold fast the profession of our 
faith in purity of heart and mind, that thy 
judgments may be withdrawn from us, and 
we may become distinguished objects of thy 
mercy, through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
our mediator and advocate. Amen. 

Then the people shall say this that fol- 
loweth, after the minister.—Turn thou us, 
O good Lord, and so shall we be turned. 
Be tavourable, O Lord, be favourable to thy 
people, who turn to thee in weeping, fast- 
ing, aod praying. For thou art a merciful 
God, full of compassion, long-suffering, and 
of great pity. Thou sparest when we de- 
serve punishment, and in thy wrath thinkest 
upon mercy. Spare thy people, good Lord, 
spare them, and let not thine heritage be 
brought to confusion. Hear us, O Lord, for 
thy mercy is great, and after the multitude 
of thy mercies look upon us, through the 
merits and mediation of thy blessed Son Je- 
sus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Instead of the Prayer in time of war and 
tumults, let the two following be used.— 
O Almighty God, maker of the universe, 
and sovereign disposer of the affairs of men, 
at whose command nations and empires rise 
and fall, flourish and decay; we thine un- 
worthy servants most humbly implore thy 
gracious aid and protection. We fice unto 
thee for succour, in this time of peril and 
necessity, when, in defence of our liberty, 
our laws, and our religion, we are exposed 
to the dangers and calainities of war, and 
threatened with invasion by a fierce and 
haughty foe, who would swallow us up 
quick, so wrathfully is he displeased at us: 
for that we alone among the nations are 
found to withstand his violent and enjust 
ambition. VYouchsafe, we beseech thee, 


thine especial blessing and protection to our 
most gracious Severeigu Lord, King George. 
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Go forth with his fleets and armies; and 
Jet thy mighty arm be with his chiefs and 
captains, as it was of old with thy servants, 


* Judas, and + Jonathan, and +Simon, when 


they valiantly withstood the wicked tyrants 
of their times, the enemies of thy truth, and 


the oppressors of thy people. Direct his 
counsels, prosper all his measures for the 
welfare of this kingdom, and the preserva- 
tion of our Church, and of our Civil Consti- 
tution.. And let no internal divisions, nor 
any other sins and provocations of his na- 
tion, obstruct his designs for the public good, 
nor bring down thy judgments upon us. 
But spare thy-people, O Lord, spare them; 
and, by thy grace, so unite us in a spirit of 
obedience to thy law, zeal for thy trath, and 
loyalty to thine anointed servant, whom thy 
good Providence has set over us, that we 
may evermore rejoice in thy salvation, 
through thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

O Lord God of our salvation, in whose 
hands are the issues of life and death, of 
good and evil; without whose aid the coun- 
sels of the wise, and the strength of the 
mighty are weak and vain; incline thine 
ear to the earnest supplications of thy ser- 
vants, who not confiding in the multitude 
of their_hosts, the abundance of their wealth, 
nor the weapons and accoutrements of war, 
do humbly flee unto thee, O Lord, for suc- 
cour, and put their trast under the shadow 
of thy wings. Be thou to us a tower of de- 
fence, and bless the arms of thy servant our 
Sovereign, in the maintenance of his just and 
lawful rights, against the assaults both of 
foreign war and domestic treason. Give 
grace, we beseech thee, to his rebellious sub- 
jects in Ireland, to see and confess the wick- 
eduess of their ways. Bring t#em toa due 
sense of the enormity of their crime mrisrng 
in open rebellion against the Crown of their law- 
ful Sovereign, forgetful of the blessings they 
have enjoyed under his mild and cquitable 


government: that so returning to their duty, | 


they may become objects of thy mercy and 
forgiveness. And give us all grace, to put 
away from us all rancour of religious dissén- 
tion, that they who agree in the essentials of 
our most holy faith, and look for pardon 
through the merits and intercession of the 
Saviour, may, notwithstanding their differ- 
ences upon points of doubtful opinicn, and ix 
the forms of external worshi#, still be united in 
the bonds of christian charity, and fulfil thy 
blessed Son’s commandment, of loving one 
another, as he hath loved them. These things 
we beg, O merciful Father, for Jesus Christ's 





aS Maccabees, chap 2. v. 66. +t 1° acca- 
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sake, our only mediator and advocate 
Amen. 
We humbly beseech thee, most mercify] 
God, that, by thy grace, thou wouidst kee 
alive in us, who have this day presumed tg 
implore such great blessings at thy hands, a 
consiant sense of thy presence, and of our 
dependence upon thee. Snuffer us not to re- 
turn to our former sinfulness and disobe. 
dience, nor again to yield to those evil pase 
sions and desires which have brought down 
thy just judgments upon us: but, save us, 
O God; save us, not only from worldly, 
but also from our spiritual enemies; and 
most especially save us from ourselves, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Then the Prayer for the High Court of 
Parliament, and the General Thanksgiving, 
Then read to the end of the Morning 
Prayer as usual. “ 


THE COMMUNION SERVICE, 


After the Prayer for the King [Almighty 
God whose Kingdom is everlasting] shall 
be read the Collect of the Day, as in the 
Morning Prayer, [O Almighty God who 
rulest,} and then shall follow 
For the Epistle. Rev. chap. IIT. ver. 14 

to. 19.—And unto the angel of the church 

of the Laodiceans write ; These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the 
beginaing of the creation of God; I know 
thy works, that thou art nei-her cold nor 
hot: J would thou wert cold or hot So 
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, 1 will spue thee out of my 
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of no- 
thing; and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest 
be clothed, ard that the shame of thy naked- 
ness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eye-salve, that thou mayest see. As 

sany as I jove, 1 rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous therefore, and repent. 

‘the Gospel. . St. Luke, chap. XIII. ver. 

1 to 6.- There were present at that season 

some that told him of the Galileans, whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with their sacri- 
fices.. And Jesus answering, said unto them, 
suppose ye that these Galilcans were sinners 
above ali the Galileans, because they suffered 
these things? I tell you, nay; but, except 
ye repent, ye shall all lkewise perish. Or 

ihose eighteen, upon whom the tower 10 

Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye tbat 

they were sinners above all men that dwelt 

in Jerusalem; I tell you, nay; but, except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
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Then shall follow the Nicene Creed: and 
after that the Sermon. 


After the Prayer [for the whole state of 


Christ’s Church] the following shall be 

used 

A Prayer for our Enemies, and for Sup- 
port under Persecution.— Almighty God, who 
hast disposed the heart of our Sovereign to 
unite us this day in prayer and supplication 
for the pardon of our sins: thou hast com- 
manded us to love our enemies, and to pray 
for them that persecute us. Vouchsafe to 
accept now our prayers, for the repentance 





and conversion of men, who have cast off 


their faith in thee; and, following the vain 
imaginations of reprobate minds, have 
plunged themselves into crimes and impie- 
ties, which astonish the nations of the earth. 
Open their eyes, O Lord, that they may see 
and consider, with detestation and horror, 
the ravages of their cruelty. Strike them, 
in thy mercy, with remorse and compunc- 
tion before they fill up the measure of their 


iniquities; and grant, O God, unto us thy | 


servants grace, whilst we behold with com- 
passion the miseries they have inflicted upon 
the objects of their fury, to recollect the 
many calamities from which we, by thy mer- 
ciful Providence, have been’ hitherto ex- 
empted. C@ontinue to us, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, thy merciful protection, and shield 
us from the arms of the destroyer. And in 
all seasons, whether of success or adversity, 
prosperity or tribulation, give us hearts to be 


truly thankful for thy goodness, fearful of | 


thy displeasure, and sensible of thy presence ; 
that, at all times putting our whole trust and 
confidence in thee, we may so pass through 
things temporal, that we finally lose not the 
things eternal. And to all those, who may 
be ordained to suffer for thy sake, impart, O 
merciful Lord, such plentiful succovrs of 
thy Holy Spirit; pour into their souls such 
contempt of pain and death; kindle in their 
hearts such love of thee, end zeal for thy 
truth; fill them with such animating hope 
of immortality, that, after the example of 
the blessed Saints and Martyrs of the primi- 
tive ages, they may so steadily confess thee 
before men, that having glorified thy name 
by their sufferings upon earth, they may ob- 
tain of thee an everlasting crown of glory. 
And grant, to us all, such a denial of ungod- 
liness and worldly affections, that we may 
be able to look forward with hope to the 
consummation of all things, and to the glo- 
rious appeatance of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom with thee, 
O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, be ho- 
nour and glory, world withoutend. Amen. 

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear 


the petitions of them that ask in thy Son's 
name; we beseech thee mercifully to in- 
cline thine ears to us that have made now 
our prayers and supplications unio thee; 
and grant, that those things which we have 
faithtully asked according to thy will, may 
effectually be obtained, to the relicf of our 
necessity, and to the setting forth of thy 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 

Then the Priest (or Bishop, if he be pre- 
sent) shall let them depart with this 
Blessing. 
The peace of God, which passeth all un- 

derstanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

the knowledge and love of God, and of his 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord: and the blessing 

of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and re- 





main wih you always. Amen. 


THE ORDER FOR EVENING PRAYER. 


Let him that ministereth read with a loud 
Voice these Sentences of Scripture, and 
after them the Exhortation, Dearly be- 
loved Brethren, &c. 

To the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him: neither have we obeyed the 
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his 
laws, which he set before us, 

In my trouble I will call upon the Lord, 
and complain unto my God. So shall he 








hear my voice out of his holy temple; my 

complaint shall come before him. 

The Hymn appointed to be used at Morning 
Prayer, instead of the Venite, &c. shall 
here also. be used before the proper 
Psalms.——Proper Psalms, xxxvii. and 
xlix.—First Lesson, 2 Chron. xx. to the 
end of ver. 24.—My soul doth magnify 
the Lord, &c. St. Luke i. 40.— Second 
Lesson, 1 Cor. x. to end of ver. 13 —God 
be merciful unto us, &c. Psalm Ixvii.— 
Then the Creed, &c.to the end of the 
Lord's Prayer.—Then the Priest, standing 
up, shall say, 

Priest. O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us, 

Answ. And grant us thy salvation, 

Priest. O Lord, save the King! 

Answ. Who putteth, his trust in thee. 

Priest. Send him help from thy holy 
place, : 

Answ. And evermore mightily defend 
him. 

_ Priest. Let his enemies have no adyan- 

tage against him, 

Answ. Let not the wicked approach to 
burt him. 

Priest. O Lord, save thy people, 

Answ. And biess thine inheritance, 
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Priest. Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

Answ, And make thy chosen people 
joyful. 

This collect to be used instead of the first 
collect for evening prayer. —O Almighty 
God, who rulest over all the nations of the 
earth, and on whose gracious providence 
they depend evermore for preservation and 
prosperity ; extend, we beseech thee, thine 
accustomed goodness to the people of this 
kingdom ; who, looking up to thee, as the 
author of all blessings, and their sure safe- 
guard and mighty deliverer in all dangers and 
difficulties, do now implore thy watchful 
care and protection. Vouchsafe to guide us 
continually with thy counsel, to strengthen 
us with thy powerful arm, and to crown 
with success our necessary endeavours against 
the unjust attempts of our enemies, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The second collect at evening prayer.—O 
God, from whom all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
give unto thy servants that peace which the 
world cannot give; that both our hearts may 
be set to obey thy commandments, and also 
that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies, may pass our time in 
rest and quietness, through the merits. of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

The third collect, for aid against all pe- 
rils.— Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night, for 
the love of thy only Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, we ac- 
knowledge, with penitent hearts, that we 
have been blessed, beyond other nations, in 
the knowledge and undisturbed profession of 
thy truth, and in the long possession of a- 
bundant temporal prosperity: and we con- 
fess, that like the Israelites of old, we have 
too often turned our backs on thee, and 
sought our peace and security ia our own in- 
ventions. Restore us, O Lord, to a dutiful 
sense of thee in this time of our visitation. 
Grant us grace to put away all ungodliness 
and sinful lusts, and so to hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith in purity. of heart and 
mind, that thy judgments may be withdrawn 
from us, and we may become distinguished 
objects of thy mercy, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Advocate. 


Amen, 


Then the people shall say, after the mi- 
nister :—Turn thou us, O good Lord, and so 
shall we beturned. Be favourable, O Lord} 
be favourable to thy people, who turn to 
thee in weeping, fasting, and praying. For 


eh on ante merciful God, full of compassion, 








long-suffering, and of great pity. Thou 
Sparest when we deserve punishment, and in 
thy wrath thinkest upon mercy. Spare thy 
people, good Lord, spare them, and let not 
thine heritage be brought to confusion. Hear 
us, O Lord, for thy mercy is great, and af- 
ter the multitude of thy mercies look upon 
us, through the merits and mediation of thy 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
Then shall follow the usual prayers for the 
king, queen, and royal family, and the 
clergy; and instead of the prayer in time 
of war and tumults, the two following 
shall be used. yf 

O Almighty God, [as in p. 1977.] 

O Lord God of our salvation, [as in p. 
1979,] and then the following :—We hum- 
bly beseech thee, most merciful God, that, 
by thy grace, thou wouldst keep alive in us, 
who have this day presumed to implore such 
great blessings at thy hands, a constant sense 
of thy presence, and of our dependence upon 
thee. Suffer us not to return to our former 
sinfulness and disobedience, nor again to 
yield to those evil passions and desires which 
have brought down thy just judgments upon 
us: but save us,,O God; save us, not only 
from our worldly, but also from our spiritual 
enemies ; and most especially save us from 
ourselves, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A prayer for our enemies, and for support 
under persecution.—Almighty God, who 
hast disposed the heart of our Sovereign to 
unite us this day in prayer and supplication 
for the pardon of our sins: Thou hast com- 
manded us to love our enemies, and to pray 
for them that persecute us. Vouchsafe to 
accept now our prayers, for the repentance 
and conversion ef men, who have cast off 
their faith io thee ; and, following the vain 
imaginations of reprobate minds, have plung- 
ed themselves into crimes and impietics, 
which astonish the nations of the earth. 
Open their eyes, O Lord, that they may see 
and consider, with detestation and horror, 
the ravages of their cruelty. Strike them, 
in thy mercy, with remorse and compunc- 
tion before they fill up the measure of their 
iniquities; and grant, O God, unto us thy 
servants grace, whilst we behold with com- 
passion the miseries they have inflicted upon 
the objects of their fury, to recollect the 
many calamities from which we, by thy mer- 
ciful providence, have been hitherto ex- 
empted. Continue to us, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, thy merciful protection, and shield 
us from the arms of the destroyer. And in 
all seasons, whether of success or adversity, 
prosperity or tribulation, give us hearts to be 
truly thankful for thy goodness, fearful of 
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thy displeasure, and sensible of thy presence ; 
that, at all times putting our whole trust and 
confidence in thee, we may so pass through 
things temporal, that we finally lose not the 
things eternal. And to all those, who may 
be ordained to suffer for thy sake, impart, O 
merciful Lord, such plentiful succours of thy 
holy spirit; pour into their souls such con- 
tempt of pain and death; kindle in their 
hearts such love of thee, and zeal for thy 
truth; fill them with such animating hope 
of immortality, that, after the example of 
the blessed saints and martyrs of the primi- 
tive ages, they may so steadily confess thee 
before men, that having glorified thy name 
by their sufferings upon earth, they may 
obiain of thee an everlasting crown of glory. 
And grant, to us all, such a denial of un- 
godliness and worldly affections, that we 
may be able to look forward with hope to 
the consummation of all things, and to the 
glorious appearance of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom with 
thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, 
be honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 


Then the prayer for the high court of Par- | 


Jiament ;—for all sorts and conditions of 

men ;—and the general thanksgiving. 

A prayer of St. Chrysostom.—Almighty 
God, who hast given us grace at this time, 
with one accord, to make our.common sup- 
plications unto thee; and dost promise, that 
when two or three are gathered together in 
thy name, thou wilt grant their requests: 
fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions 
of thy servants,‘as may be most expedient 
for them ; granting us in this world know- 


ledge of thy trath, and in the world to come ° 


life éverlasting. Aaten. 

2 Cor. XI1i. 14.—The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, andthe 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all 


evermore. Amen. 





ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS 
anp DISPENSATIONS, during the 
Year 1803. 
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PREFERMENTS. 


Rev. George William Mallim, M. A. 
Higham-Ferrers, v. Chelveston chapelry, 
and the consolidated rectory of All Saints 
and vicarage of St. Peter Irthlingborough, 
county Northampton. — Rev. Tho. Clare, 
M. A..St.. Bride's, v.—Rev. Mr. Hubbard, 
curate of Bethnel-green, St. John’s Horsely 
Down, R. vice Penneck, dec.—Rev. G. 


-B. Cheston, M. A. Lassington, R. and the 


Vor. LV. 
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diocese of Gloucester, and Rev. E. Jones, 
M. A. Mitcheldean, R. in the same diocese, 
both vice Harris, dec.—Rev. Jacob Casto- 
bodie, M. A. vicar of Swavesey, county 
Cambridge, Wensley, R. county Yorke, 
vice his father, dec.—Rev. J. Vickers, M. 
A. Swannington, R.and Wodalling, V. Nor- 
folk, vice Carr. dec.—Rev. T. A. Rob- 
berts, M. A. Hagley, R. with the chapel- 
ries of Frankley and St. Kenelm, county 
Worcester.—Rev. Mr. Vince, professor-of 
astronomy at Cambridge, to a prebend ef 
Lincoln cathedral, vice Burrough, dec.— 
Rev. J. Hawtrey, M. A. to a prbend of 
Winchester cathedral, vice Dr. Pelham, 
promoted to the see of Bristol. — Rev. T. 
L. Jones, rector of Buttenham, Norfolk, 
licensed to the donative of Bury, near Ram- 
say.—Rev. Thomas Maddock, to a pre- 
bend of Chester cathedral, vice Pearce, 
dec-—Rev. R. H. Wright, Hohen- Abbey, 
R. and diocese of Winchester.—Rev. T. 
Penton, Munédesley, R. county Norfolk — 
Rév. Nicholas Bull, Ickleton, V. county 
Cambridge. — Rev. Rob. Pointer, M. A. 
rector of South Hee, county Huntingdon, 
to a prebendal stall. in Lincoln cathedral, 
—Rev. H. Hasted, M. A. Irkworth and 
Chedburgh, R. R. Suffolk, vice Knowles, 
dec.—Rev. Jéhn Rymer, M. A. vicar of 
Rnshington, county Lincoln, Littleham, 
V. Devon.—Rev. R.C. Caswall, Yeatley 
perpetual curacy, Hants, vice Richards, 
resigned,— Rev. Rob. Peat, D.. D. Ashley, 
R. and Silverlay and Kirthing, V. V. near 
New-Market.—Rev. Dan. Dewer, M. A. 
Upington living, Salop, vice Chapman re- 
signed.—Rev. Mr. Williams, Enderby cum 
Wherstone, R. vice Lorains, resigned.— 
Rev. Mr. Fry, elected chaplain to the Lock 
Hospital, vice Scott resigned, — Rev. }. 
Lowe of Wentworth, Tankerfiey living, 
vice Dundas resigned-—Rev. John Cole- 
man, B. A. Eccles. St. Mary next the sea, 
R. Norfolk.—Rev. John H. Michel, M. A. 
Buckland, R. Herts, vice Akehurst, dec. 
—Rev. F, Lee, M. A. to be chaplain in 
ordinary to the prince of Wales.—Hon. 
and Rev.T. L. Dundas, M. A. Harpole, R. 
county Northampton. — Rev. J. CowarJ, 
B. D. Blekington, R. county Oxford, vice 
Braken, dec.—Rev: C. E. Platten, W hite- 
staple. curacy, Kent, vice Lardner, dee. 
—Rey. F. Francklin, M. A., Watton, ¥. 
and Attleborough, R. both county Norfolk. 
—Rev. J. Franklin, M. A. Earsham, R. 
county Norfolk.—Rev: G. Barnwell, M.A. 
Milcham, R. county Norfolk. — Rev, J. 
Fyshe Foord, Coulam perpetual a 
county York. — Rev. Cy Dalton, M. A. 
West Lavington, V.. WillsRev, T. B, 
*Rrs 
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Morris, M. A. Shelfanger, R. Norfolk. — 
Rev..J. Forster, M. A. Sandall parva, R. 
near Doncaster.—RKev. J. Way, M. A. 
Adwell, R. in the diocese of Oxford.— 
Rev. R. F. Howman, B. A. Shipmeadow, 
R. Norfolk, vice Suckling, dec.—Rev. G. 
Millers, M. A. Winston, V. county Suffolk. 
—Rev. Dr. Hoskyn, Appleton, R. Apple- 
don, R, Berks, vice Brikendon, dec.—Rev. 
J. Capper, Lullington, V. Sussex, vice 
Wright, dec.—Rev. Mr. Latham, Billey- 
borough, V.county Lincoln.—Rev.C. Proby, 
jun, Tatchbroke, V. county Warwick. — 
Rev, George Cooke, D. D. Oldbury, and 
Didmarton, R. R. county Gloucester, vice 
Estcourt, dec. — Rev. W. Powell, M.A. 
Shelly, perpetual curacy, Suffolk.—Rev. 
Christ. Wilson, South Collingham, R.coun- 
ty Nottingham, vice Todhunter, dec. 
Rev. C. F. Millard, B. A. Hickling, V. 
Norfolk.—Rev. George Matthew, elected 
evening preacher at the Magdalen hospital, 
vice Andrews, resigned.— Kev. Mr. Crane, 
of Bradford, county York, Crundal living, 
Hants. —Rev. W. Manning, B. A. curate 
of Christ Church, Spitalfields, London, 
Orby, V. Lincoln.—Rev. J. Douglas, M.A. 
F. A. S. rector of Middleton, Sussex, Ken- 
ton, V. Suffolk. — Rev. C. Baker, rector 
of Charlton, Kent, Talmanstone, V. and 
Ash, perpetual curacy in the same coun- 
ty. ~--- Rev. R. Evans, M. A. Norminton, 
V. county York, vice Townson, dec.— 
Rev, C. J. Smith, M. A. Great Fakenham, 
R. Suifolk, vice Barker dec.—Rev. W. 
Brown, B. A. Little Glemham, R. Suffolk. 
—Rev. R. Chichester, M. A, Chittlehamp- 
ton, V. Devon, vice Bright, dec,—Rey. 8. 
Adams, Blackawton, V.. Devon.—Rev. S. 
Rigby, Ringmore, R. Devon, — Rev. E. 
Cresswell, M. A.Ledford and Radford, R.R. 
near Nottingham, yice Pickering, dec.— 
Rev. R, Hodgson, nephew and chaplain to 
the bishop ef Landon, St. Georg’s, R. Ha- 
nover Square, vice Courtenay, bishop of 
Exeter, dec. and Rey. E. Hodgson, chap- 
Jain to the last embassy to Paris, Laindon, 
R. vice R. Hodgson resigned. — Rey. J. 
Church, M. A. Mattishall, V, Norfolk, vice 
Smith, dec. — Rev. R. Gibson, Fifield R. 
Essex. — Rev, G. G. Cooper, Bodiam, V. 
and Ewhurst, R. Sussex, vice Russel, dec. 
~—Rev. &. Davenport, Worfield living, 
county Salop.—Rev. S. J. Tuffnall, of Tri- 
nity College, Cambridge, West Stoke, R. 
Sussex.—Rev. H, Halliwell, B. D. Clayton, 
R. county Suassex.—Rev. W. Greenwood, 
>. D. Ousiden, R. county Norfolk, vice 


ompton, dec. — Rev. R. Baker, Botley, 
R. Hants.—Rev. G. D. Kent, M. A. st 





_ Martin, V- Lincoln.— Rev, J.J. Conybeare, 
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Warthill, prebend in York cathedral, vice 
his father resigned.—Rev_ J. Forbes, D.D, 
Fellow of St. John’s college, Oxford, Kirk- 
lington, V. county Oxford.—Rey. P. Dodd, 
M. A. South Lambeth Chapel, and the 
evening preachership at the Asylum, both 
vice L, Gardner, resigned.—Reyv. J. J. P, 
Jervoyse, L. L. B. Stretton-on the-Foss, 
R.with Dichford annexed, in the diocese of 
Oxford, vice Karrick dec, and Theydonbois 
living in the same county.—Rev. A. Ons- 
low, of Ripley, Surrey, Chavening, R.Kent, 
vice Preston dec.—Rev. G. M. Bethune, 
M. A. West Chitlington, R. Sussex.—Rev. 
R. Davis, Bibury, V. with the chapelry of 
Winson annexed, county Gloucester, and 
the Rey. C. Coates, rector of Osmington, 
Dorset, Mi'verton secunda, prebend in 
Wells cathedral, both vice Sommerville, 
dec.—Reyv. C. Ekins Wilton priory, vice 
Green, dec. and Slape prebend in Salisbury 
cathedral, vice Kerrich deceased, and Rev. 
T. H. Hume, M.A. rector of Broad Hin- 
ton, and son of the late bishop H., elected a 
Canon residentiary of Salisbury cathedral, 
also vice Kerrich.—Rev. J. Wilkinsou, B, A. 
of Ormathwaitd, county Cumberland, East 
and West Ratham, R. R. Norfoik.—Rev. 
C, Davy, Wickham Market, V. Suffolk. 
— Rev. D. Williams of Romsay, Huns- 
bourne friars living, Hants. — Rev. T. L. 
Frear, M. A, Handsworth, R. near Bur- 
mingham. — Rev. E. Mason, M. A. rector 
of Heapham, countyLincoln, Beesby, R. 10 
the same county.—Rev. H. J. Wallaston, 
M. A. Scotter. R. co. Lincoln, vice Harper, 
deceased.-— Rev. Lord C. M. Hansley Rock- 
ing Rural deanry, Essex, vice his brother, 
the late Bishop of St. David’s.—Rev. J. 
George, B. D..Grosmont, R. co. Monmouth. 
—Rev. T. Calthrop Blofield, B.A, Felming- 
ham, V. Norfolk, vice Hepworth, dec.— 
Rev. Thomas Pearson, B. D. Sparsholt, V. 
Berks, vice Taylor, dec.—Rev G Capptt, 
M. A. Gosbeck, St. Mary, R. Saifolk, vice 
Lumpkin, dec—Rev. J. Sharpe, Market- 
Weston, R. co. Suffolk.—Rev. J. Rowley, 
M.A. Brent-Elleigh, St. Mary, R. Suffolk — 
Rev. Mr. Whiter, Slerston, R. Norfolk, 
vice Frampton, dec.—Rev. J. Flamank, 5. 
A. Saxthorpe, v. Norfolk.—Rev. H. Wil- 
liams, Wantisden, perpetual curacy, Suffolk. 
—Rev. W. spurdens, Wingfield, perpetual 
curacy in the diocese of Norwich.—Kev. 
Mr. Glover, Stonham-Jerningham, R. vice 
Barnwell, resigned.—Rev. C. Leigh, M. A. 
Newcastle-under-Line, perpetual curacy-—~ 
Rev. W. W. Childers, Cantley, V. 12 the 
ciocese of York. Rev. B. E. Sparke, D. D. 
Dean of Bristol, St. Augustin living 19 that 


| city.—Rev. Ben, Barker, M. A. Caston, B 
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and Rochland, All Saints, with St. Andrew, 
R. county Norfolk.—Rev. J. Prince, Queen- 
ton, V. county Gloucester.—Rev. J. Sperl- 
ing, M. A. Lemmarsh, R. Essex, vice Hur- 
Jack.- Rev. B, V. Layard, Affington, R. 
céunty Lincoln.—Rev. T. Cantley, B D. 
Stratford, Si. Mary, R. Suffolk —Rev. T. 
Herring, M.A. Ringstead, St. Peter and St. 
Andrew,R.Norfolk.-— Rev. Charles Bitherne, 
M. A. Waustraw, R. county Somerset.— 


Rev. H. Dashwood. B. A. Caistor, St. Ed- | 


mund, with Marketsh.li, R. Norfolk.— 
Rev. S. Preston, M. A. Bristow, V. Norfolk. 
Rev. T. Sedgewick, B. A Mirfield, V. coun- 
ty York, vice Cookson, dec.— Rev. Dr. Tay- 
lor. R. of Wotton, Surrey, collated to Chi- 


chester archdeaconry, and Rev. J. Pratt of | 


Arpington Siddiescomb, R. Sussex, both vice 
Allesck, dec.—Rev. J. Fielding, Wonersh, 
V. Surrey, vice Hill, dec.—Rev. John Bush, 
L. L. B. Hartwell coum Hampden, R.Kucks. 
—Rev. W. Gimingham, M. A. St. Dionis 
Backchurch, R. London, vice Lynch, dec. 
—Rev. J. Hird, M. A. Munton, R. Hants, 
vice Hawtrey, dec.—Rev. H. N. Astley, 
Faulsham, R. Norfolk.—Rev. G. R. Leathes, 
B. A. Wickhampton, R. Norfolk.—W. L. 
Rham, Fersfield, R. Norfolk.— Rev. E. P. 
Benezet, M. A. Bungey Trinity, V. Suffolk. 
—Rev. Mr. Brown, master of the Blue 
Coat School at Nottingham, Elton, R. in 
the Vale of Belvoir.—Rev. R. Lockwood, 
M. A. Potter-heigham, V. Norfolk, vice 
Anguish, resigned, and Ashby, and Oby 
with Thurne, Rector in the same county, 
vice Thoroton, resigned.—Rev. C. Collyer, 
Thornage, R. with Brinton, R. annexed, 
Norfolk.—Rev. Rowland Hill, M. A. St. 
Mary, R. at Chester.—Rev. Sir John Fagg, 
Bart. Chatham, R. Kent, vice Fowell, dec. 
—Rev. P. Lievre, curate of Claybrook, co. 
Leicester, Arnesby, V. in the same county. 
—Rev. J. Smith, St. Florence, R: co. Pem- 
broke, vice Frampton, dec.—Rev. Edward 
Parkinson, Great Leighs, R. co. Essex.— 
Rev. Hugh Owen, M. A. F. A. S. Gilling- 
ham, minor prebend in Salisbury, Cathe- 














dral, vice Green, dec.—Rev. W. Metcalfe, 
Ratingdon, R. Essex, vice Forster, dec.— 
Rev. C. Males, Stapleford, V. co. Cam- 
bridge, vice Metcalfe, resigned,—[tev. C, 
Chester, L.L. B. Barley, R. co. Herts.— Rev. 
T. Matthews, of Outwell, Tydd, St. Giles, 
R. in the Isle of Ely, vice Lindsay, promoted 
to the See of Killaloe and Kilfenora. in Ire- 
land.—-Rev. W. Hardwicke, Outwell, R. 
Norfolk, vice Matthews, resiciied. — Rev. 
Dr. Nelson, brother to Ld. N. appointed 
vice dean of Canterbury Cathedral, vice 
Walesby, who goes out by rotation —Rev, 
J. Davis, B. D. Orwell, R. co. Cambridge, 
vice Collier, dee. —Rev. T. Robinson, M. A, 
St. Andrew the Great Donative, in Cam- 
bridge, vice Jones, dec.—Rev. H. J. Todd, 
M. A. Rector of Allha!lows, Lombard-street, 
London, R. Woolwich, Kent.—Rev. Sam. 
Ayscough of the British Museum, Cudham, 
V. near Farnborough in Kent.—Rev. ‘Mr. 
Havey, Willian, V. co. Herts. 
DISPENSATIONS. 

Rev. Allen Fielding, M. A. to hold St. 
Cosmas and Damien, in the Blean, V. toge- 
ther with St. Stephen, V. both in the diocese 
of Canterbury, vice Gregory, deceased.— 
Rev. W. P. Menzies, to hold Fricadsbury, 
V. in the diocese of Rochester, with Sutton- 
Vallence, R. and the Chapelry of East-Sct- 
ton, annexed, in the diocese of Canterbury. 
—Rev. W. Penchen, M. A. to hold St, 
Mary, ¥Y. Huntingdon, with Woodwalton, 
R.co. Huntingdon.—Rev, J. Hollis, to hold 
Chesterton, V. co. Oxford, wiih Shipton, V. 
Hants.—Rev. W. Wisteler, M. A. Rector of 
Newtimber, Sussex, to bold All Saints and 
St. Clements, R. R. and Hastings.—Rev. T. 
Pettat, M. A. to hold Hathrop, R. with 
Beverston, R. and Kingscote Chapelry an- 
nexed, co. Gloucester.—Rev. J. Rippon, to 
hold Long-Marton, R. co. Westmorland , 
with Kirkby, those R.—Rev.W.M.Moreton, 
M.A. to hold Tritsey, R. Surny, with West- 
dern, R. Sussex.—Rev. H. M. Davis, M. A. 
to hold Bishopsbourse, R. with Eynsford, 
V. both co. Kent, vice Feweil, deceased. 











Table of the Number of Bankruptcies in Eng- 
Iand, from July to December, 1803, inclusive. 
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Table e of the Number of Christenings and Burials within the Bills of Mortality, from July to Decembe:, 
18¢2, inclusive. 
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| Buried. 
| Epochs. — 
| Under | | 2 5 | 10 | 20] 30] 49 | 50 | 60}70}80] go 7 Total Buried, 
| Males. Female z to to | to | to o | to | to to to | 
| Years.| 5. | 10.| 20.! 40.| 50. 60.) 70.) Bo. Jo.|1co, &c. | Mates./Female 
i ' 
| | 2 in et | 
| JURM Sas cBaces | 656} 756} 336 | 133 so] 34 Bo Se 95! 50) 24) 2 636 | Gos | 
| AUQUSE.. ++ eee 1s 710) 742 359 | liz 43| 23 69] 109! 120/104 76} 59) 25) 5 36 | 576 
| Septembers. eee. | 973 | 929 623 | 190] 65) 43 108 1571152) 1142|106, 7 34 4 36 j 843 | 
| October et eeee 952 | &54 i} 352 | 139 37| 36| 77 £12) fens! oper, 81 6) 22| 2 $59 574 
| November Sp eis 4a | 755 | 691 |} 384 | 138) 47) 37} 8% 128142 132\100 65) 32) 3 655 | 639 
December......+/ 1323 | 1146 | 651 | 2387 101} 7 72,170 262 276 (255/188 120) 34 14 1238 | 1212 | 
6269 | 4378 | 2705 |Icoc sclanlins gosl9sg $6216461g201178, : | 4460. | 4449 
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} Table of the Prices of the Quar- 
tern Lowf, in London, from 
r Jely to December, 1803, in- 
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Table ef the Prices of Meat, Sugar, Sa/t, and Coals, in London, 
from July to December, 1803, inclusive. 
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A.B. letter from, to the Earl of Suffolk, on the 
system of favouritism pursued in the military 
promotions, 310, 

— letter trom, to the editor, correcting an error 

in his letter to the Earl of Suffolk, 340. 
note of the editor, to the letter from, to the 

Ear] of Suffolk, 341. 

letter from, on the inferiority of the volun- 

teers to soldiers, 674. 

Abuses in the navy, debates on a petition relative 
to the, 1354. 

Abstract list of yeomanry and volunt¢ers in Ire- 
land, accepted by the King, 1900. 

of yeomanry and volunteers in Great 
Britain, accepted by the King, 190%. 

Academicus, letter from, to the editor, on the im- 
morality aud impiety of Sheridan’s play of Pi- 
zarro, 436. 

Accounts and statements laid before parliament, 
1479. - 

— of the imports of Great Britain, 1470. 

——— of the coasolidated fund, 147<. 

of the reduction of the national debt, 




















1473. 

—— —— of the intcrest paid on Exchequer bills, 
1479- 

—— of monies paid towards the charges of 
the funded debt and imperia! loans, 1479. 

oo of the public expenditure, 1481. 

of the tonnage of vessels built in Great 

Britain, 1483. 

of the progress madc in the redemption 
of the funded debt, 1485. 

———— of the unfunded debt, &c., 1437. 

—— of the progress made in the redemption 
of the debt of lreiand, 1487. 

_- of the nett produce of the permanent 
taxes, 18y6. 

of the Bank notes of Ireland below five 
pounds in circulation, 1896, 

———— of the notes of the Bank of England in 
circulation, 1897. 
of Louisiana, laid before the American 
Congress, by the president of the United Srates, 
1910. 

Acts, list of those passed in the session of par- 
liament from Nov. 22 to Dee. 20, 1993. 

Additional arming bill, lnquisitor’s objections to 


the,-57. 








a 























observations on the, of. 

Addington, Mr. letter to, from an owner of pro- 
perty, on the impolicy and injustice of the pro- 
perty tax, 3206. 

the Rt. Hon. Henry, letter from a 

Nearer Observer, to, ou the weakness of the mi-. 

nist é ‘ 

= pik 8 promise said to have been made 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville to, 897. 

Additional force bill, debates on the, 1071. 

Address of the county of Middlesex to the King, . 
Fae “af 

( tothe public, by Mr. Cobbett relative to 

the libels published against him in the True Bri- 
ton, 238° % 

of the House of Commons to the King, at 

















the cldse at the session cuded in August, 247- 





Address from Amator Regis et Patriz, to the Bri- 
tish ptople, on the invasion, 267. 

——— proposed to be delivered by the Cacholic 
Nobicmen of Ireland, to his Majesty, 360. 

Sheridan's Rolla’s, to the people, :emarks 

ON, 390. 

of the French and Italian troops uader 

Gen. Murat, to Buonaparte, 461. 

to the public, Mr. Cobbert’s, on the pub- 

lication of his Parliamentary Debaies, 735. 

to the public, Mr. Cobbetr’s, on the con- 
clusion of the 4th Vol. of Register, 929. 

——-— in answer to the King’s speech of Nov. 
22, debates on the, 1537, 1564. 

Adjutant General, orders given by the, to the offi- 
cers of the army of reserve, and second batta- 
lions of the line, to join their regiments, 562. 

Admiralty, conduct of the, relative to the internal 
management of the Dock-yards, 49. 

— letter trom the, to the commanders of 
tencible districts, 206, 

a Orders from the, relative to the block- 
ade of the mouth of the Seine, gu4. 

Affairs, Leiter 1. irom Inquisitor, on the present 
Static of, $1. 

—of Ireland, Ietter from an Irishman, to 

Mr, Wickham on the, 259. 

letter irom Juverna, to the-editor, on the, 




















45. 
— introdactory letter from Juverna, on the, 
506. 








— letter 1II. from Juverna, on the, 6o9. 
— — letter from Hibernicus on the, 664. 
— — letter IV. fiom Juveraa, on the, 8o1. 
——— remarks on the, $48. 
— letter V. trom Juverna,on the, 961, 
Albdnians, insurrection of the,in Egypt, &1. 
Alexandria in America, prevaicnce of the yellow 
fever, 618, 
liens, proclamation respecting, 251. 
proclamation of his Majesty, respecting 
them, 361. 
proclamation of the King, requiring them 
to carol themselves, 697. 
debates relative to, 1276, 12$2. 
Amator Revis ct Patria, address of, to the British 
people, oa the invasion, 267. oa 
America, the United States of, hostilities com. 
meaced between Morocca, and, 562. 
the U. States of and Russia, abstract 
statement of the trade between, 619. 














—_—— 








peace becween Moroc- 
co, and, 719. 





treaty with, and con- 
vention with Sweden ; comparison between, 724. 
observations oa the 





dispute with, 727, 





be distruct of the security 
of England, prevalent in, $52. 
and the French repub- 





lic, treaty between for Louisiana, $80, 
and the French se- 





public, convention between, settling the pur-— 
chase of Louisiana, $83. 





and the French repub- 
lic, convention between, for paying the debts. 
due from France to the Americans, $64- 
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sident of, to the congress, on the 17th October, 
$37. , 

America, the U. States of, remarks on the cession 
of Louisiana to, gI9. 

vas ~—-— report of the secretary 
of the Treasury on the fiscal affairs of, 982. 

—_—— — report of a secret com- 
mittee of the congress ot, on the policy of ob- 
taining New Orleans and the Fioridas, 1905. 

were me account of Lonisiana, 

laid before congress by the president of, 1910. 

Americans, the right of deposit at New Orleans, 
restored to the, 319. 

— their opinion of the ministry, 572. 

American consul at Hamburgh, letter from the, to 
the American eaptains, on the blockade of the 
Elbe, 145. 

— embassador, presentation of Mr. Mun- 

roc, the, 2<f. 

— congress, observations on the extraor- 

dinary meeting of, the, 447. 

claims on the French government, let- 
ter from the American consul at Paris, relative 
to, 461. 

congress, proclamation of the president 

far convening the, 493. 

——-— newspapers, extracts from the, on the 
state of parties in England, 747. 

Ambherst’s Lord, grant, debate relative to, 1201. 

Analytical and comparative view of “ the Cur- 
** sory Remasks by a Near Observer,” and on 
the Plain Answer by a More Accurate Observer, 
$26, 897. 

Anjou, letter from, on the pernicious influence of 
the commercial and funding system, 432. 

Annibal, letter I. from, on the necessity of making 
G. Britain a military nation, 112. 

letter II. from, defending Mr. Windham 

from the misrepresentation of Mr. Sheridan, 


199. 



































letter from, on the fund at Lioyd’s, 353. 

Ansley, Lord and Lady, conduct of, at a meeting 
of the volunteers of Braintree, 608. 

Antigua, discomfiture of an attack by the French, 
on, 622. 

Anti-Charlatan, letter from, on the consecration of 
the colours of the volunteers, 676. 

Anti-medicus, epigram by, 203. 

Appointments, 20, 274, 406, 466, 503, 563, 619, 
686, 7205 756, 782, 893, 944- 

_ - the chief military ones of Scotland 
and Ireland, remarks on, 574. 

Archdall, Mr. attack on Mr. Cobbett, by, 229. 

Army of reserve, Inquisitor’s objections to the 
plan of the, 53. | 

—s bill, aidinienel, Inquisitor’s objections to 
the, $7. 

w——— bill, the additional, observations on, 91. 

Armament, volunteer naval, plan of, transmitted 
by Lord Hobart, to the Lords Lieutenant of 
Counties, 271. 

Arms for the volunteers, letter from Mr. Yorke, to 
the Lords Lieutenant of Counties, respecting, 
4o!. 





son the great scarcity of, ars. 

—— ministers erat a puiidag ubawedie 
a sufficient number of, 544. 

~———— letter from an Enemy to Quacks, on the 


Army, oo of at the conclusion of 


_, peace, 695. 
——— estimates, probable amount of the, 85¢. 
| — ‘Seserve, expense and inefficacy of the, 


ns 
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Army Of reserve, debates on the, 993, 1002, 1012, 
1035» 1853. 


——-—-.~— -— Scotch, debate on the, 999. 
Army Estimates, debates on the, 1677, 1781. 
of reserve, return of for Scotland, 1897. 


retura of for England and Wales, 








1898. 
—— return of for Ireland, 1898. 

Attorney and Solicitor Generals, letter frem, to 
Mr. Yorke, relative to the exemptions claimed 
by the volunteers, 498. 

General of lreland, remarks on the con- 
duct of, 550. 

Austrian army, disrespectful expressions used by 
Col. Bastard respecting the, 3r. 

A. Z. letter from, on the defenceless state of Nor- 
folk and the northern district, 649. 


B. 


Balance of power, necessity of maintaining the, 6. 

Bankruptcy national, necessity of preparing mea- 
sures in case it should take place, 511. 

Bank notes, observations relative to the, sro. 

—at a discount, 954. 

necessity of the paying in specie, 548. 

——- restriction bill, remaiks on the, 792. 

restriction, remarks on a debate in the House 

of Lords on the, 859. 

fraud on the motion relative to the, 1052. 

restriction bill, debates on the, 1571, 1651, 

1672, 1824. 

of Ireland, account of the notes under five 
pounds, ‘in circulation of the, 1896. ; 

of England, account of the notes in circula- 
tion of the, 1897. ; 

Barbut, Col. letter from, relativeto the war against 
the King of Candy in Ceylon, 460, 

Barracks, debates relative to, 1568. 

Batavia, military operations in, 20, 209, 252, 276, 
345, 365,442, 468, 504, 505, Gor, 620, 686, 895- 

naval preparation in, 253, 479 595, 6225 
687, 759» 7855 945; 8 

——_~——~ France and Italy, military convention be- 
tween ratified, 344. 

proclamation of the government of, rela- 

tive to neutral commerce, 682. 

republic’ of, issues a declaration of wat, 
against G. Britain, 82. ; 

decree of the government of, relative to 
British merchandize, 110. 

Baseness of the London press, 181- 

of the London newspaper printers, 7°5- 

Bastard, Col. disrespectful expressions used by, 
respecting the Austrian army, 31. 

Bentley, Mr. the supposed author of the Cursory 
Remarks, 537. : ; 
Berthier, Gen. order of relative to the Hanoveriaa 

army, 146. 

—_—_——— Gea. article of capitulation for Tobago, 
signed by, 246. ; 

_—_——— yoga he at War, report of, to the 
First Consul, relative to the captured French 
standards recovered at Hanover, 560. 

Berbice, capitulation of, 78 3. 

————— observations on the capture of, 798. ‘ 

Bills, drawn on France, notice of the governmen 
of St. Domingo, relative to the, 439- 

Bishops and emigrants, French, deferice of the 
24s 95s 183. eran” “e 

Black empire at St. Domingo, observations on t 
Prospect of the establishment of, 607. $0 

Blockade of the Elbe by G. Britain, notice of the, 60. 

- justification of, 21, 117- 
extract from the Moniteur 0? 












































the, 105. 
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Blockade of the Elbe, letter of the American Con- 
sul at Hamburgh, on the, 145. 

of the Weser, notification of 
the, by G. Britain, 171. 

—— of the mouth of the Seine, 
orders from the Admiralty, relative to the, 404. 

of the Genoa and Spezzia by 
G. Britain, notice of the, 24s. 

—- of Havre de Grace, by G. 
Britain, notice of the, 359. 

Bloomsbury corps of volunters, letter from Miles 
on the committee of the, 965, 

B. N. letter from, on the conduct of Earl St. Vin- 
cent, from the 6th April, 1796, 46. 

Bombardments of the French coast, defended, 478. 

Bonding and warehouse system, debates relative to 
the, 1263. 

Boston election, committee, 1552: 

Bowles, Gen. the Indian chief, taken prisoner by 
the Spaniards, 441. 

rematks on the capture of, 447. 

Braintree, conduct of Lord and Lady Ansley, at a 
meeting of the volunteers of, 608., 

Bread, prices of, 32. 

Eremcn, note presented to the senate of, by Gen. 
Mortier, relative to English property, &c. in 
that city, 19. 

--——-— explanatory note of Gen. Mortier, to the 
senate of, relative to English ships, property, 
and subjects, 80. 

Bristol harbour bill, debates on the, 1257. 

Britain, Great, inquiry into the nature of the con- 
tinental politics of, 1. 

policy of France in attempting to 

exclude her from the contiuent, 7. 

note presented by the French 
chargé d'affaires to Helvitia, relative to the war 
between France and, 17. 

- decree of the French government, 
relative to the imprisonment of the subjects of, 
in the republic, 19. 

naval power of, at the signing of 

the preliminary treaty, 34. 

plan for the military operations of, 






































39» 





- advantages to be derived by, from 
the destruction of the power of Buonaparte, and 
restoration of Louis XVIII. 74, 99. 

————~+ -—— explanatory notes presented by or- 
der of France, to the senate of Bremen, relative 
to English ships, property, and subjects, $>. 

notice of the blockade of the Elbe, 





by, 80. ) 
- declaration of war against, issued by 
the Batavian republic, $2. 
decree of the Batavian government 
relative to the merchandize of, 110. 
- necessity of making her a military 
nation, !12. 














- important considerations to the 
people of, a paper distributed by the govern- 
ment, 130. t : ; 

——_———--= right of, to interfere in the affairs 


of France, 165. 

lene - notice of the blockade of the 

Weser, by, 171. 

- _ the merchandize of, not suffered to 
be imported into the republic of Lucea, 174. 

- ——- distribution of the naval force of, 


RP - notice of the blockade of Genoa and 
s ia, by, 245- 
won eas of, arrested in Swisserland 
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by order of the Landamman, at the request of 
the French government, 251. 

Britain, Great, grants reprisals against the Ligus 
rian and Italian republics, 270. 

notice of the blockade of Havre de 

Grace, by, 3<9. 

————--———-. decree of the government of France, 

limiting the entry of flags of truce from, to the 

bay of Audierne, Iroo. 

: decree of the French government 

prohibiting the entry of all vessels which have 

touched at the ports of, 400. 

proceedings of the council of state 
of the Italian republic, in the war between 
France and, 400. 

————-—— proclamation for a general fast, 
throughout, 406. 

military operations in, 407, 443, 

469, 505, 601, 687, 721, 758, 895 

— and her West India Colonies, state- 

ments and observations on the sugar trade, be- 

tween, 585. 























remarks from the Moniteur on the 
convention between Sweden and G. Kritain, and 
the explanatory convention between Russia, 
and, 678. 





convention between Sweden and, 680. 
letter I. from a Continental Ob- 
server, on the advantages to be derived by, from 
the restoration of Lowis XVIII. 769. 

letter II]. from a Continental Ob- 
server, inquiring whether she will attempt the 
restoration of Louis XVIII. 812. 

account of the imports of, 1470 
statement of the income of, 147T. 
account of the consolidated fund of, 




















1475. 





account of the sams paid to the 
commissioners for the reduction of the national 
debi of, 1477. 

—— account of the public expenditure 
of, 1481. 





account of the number of vessels 
built in, 1484. 

account of the progress in the re- 
demption of the funded debt of, 148s. 

account of the unfunded debt of, 











1487. 
_ return of all the volunteer and yeo- 
manry corps of, accepted by the King, gol, 

British press, conduct of the, 581. 

—— merchandize, letter from M, Talleyrand to 
Mr. Livingston, relative to the French decree 
respecting, 660. 

Bruix, admiral, proclamation of, to the officers 
and men of the French rational flotilla, 493. 

— general orders issued by, to the of- 
ficers and men belonging to the national flotilla 
at Boulogne, 663. 

— letter from, to the minister of ma- 
rine, relative to the national flotilla at Boulogne, 

662. 

Racctieths the Duke of, speech at the Edinburgh 
meeting, 554- 

Budget, the East India, debates on, 1320, 1351. 

Buonaparté, character of, 2. - 

- departure of from Parts, 19+ 

threats of, remarks on the, 37. 

















— ———— might have been prevented from going . 


to Egypt, by proper conduct on the part of Earl 

St. Vincent, 43. 

genealogy of, 64. ; 

_- the destruction of the power of, neces- 
sary to G. Britain, 72, 
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Buonzparté, letter from Gen. Mortier to, announc- 
ing the capitulation of the Hanoverian army, 
108. 

————— proposal of, to Louis XVITI. for the 
renunciation of the throne of France, 142. 

————— Mr. Sheridan’s eulogium on, 394. 

——-——— address of the troops under Gen. Mu- 
rat to, 461. 

— observations on the plans of, 507. 

and the Ottoman embassador, speeches 

of, at an audience given to the latter by the for- 

mer, 659. 

—— abuse of the English press, 705. 

—+—-—— Ictter from to his brother, 714, 


c. 


Calais, toasts drunk at, 27. 

; Cambricus, letter from, defending the character of 
the lare Lord Kenyon froma supposed attack of 
Juverna, 677. 

Candy, letters from Gen. Macdowall, ard Col. 
Barbut, relative to the war against the King of, 
in Ceylon, 4%. 

" Cape of Good Hope, remarks on the news of the 

7 capture of the, 446. 

Capital, credit and confidence, remarks on, 954. 

Capitulation of the Hanoverian army, signed by 

| Gen. Mortier and Marshal Count Walmoden, on 

T the Elbe, 109. 

——_——— of the t:land of Tobago, 246. 
of Demerara and Essequibo, 758. 
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i of Rerbice, 782. 

V4 Captain, a late one in the army, letter from, on 
f the effects of the military system of G. Britain, 
vi and the utility of rifle corps, 650. 

ah Captures, naval, 21, 84, 177, 209, 252, 276, 345, 
ry 365, 408, 4445 470 505, 565, 602, 622, 688, 722, 
: 896, 946. 

yt Cathcart, Lieut.-Gen. Lord, note from, relative to 
his) the fortification of London, 146. 

i 7 remarks on the ap- 
wt pointment of, 413. 

ia Catholic noblemen of Ireland, copy of an address, 
ie Brones to be delivered by the, to his Majesty, 
‘te 36v. 

i, . 

fy) Causes of the war, on the, 86. | 

hy Cavalry, letter from Marcellus on_the utiliry of, 
AS and on the neglect of recruiting them in Eng- 
4 land, 812 

uy: ’ , 

ih Ceylon, letters from Gen. Macdowall and Col. 
a | Barbut, relative to the war against the King of 
e “Change of ministry, necessity for a, 535. 

1. Chatham chest, bill relative to the, 1056. 

+ Chetwynd's, Lord, declaration, &c. &c. of, his 


volunteer corps, 923. 
Chronicle, the Morning, extract from, relative to 
“J 4 coalition of great men, 938, 968. 
i Church and chapel bill, debates on the, 1070, 
e2 IO. 
Cinque-Port volunteers, insubordination of the, 
69¢. 
' + Cireular letter to the clergy of G. Britain, sent 
with the “ Imporcact Considerations,” 129. 
Civit list, yz162 0 
Claiborne, Gov. letter from the governor of Loui- 
giana to, relative to the restoration of the de- 
“posit of N, Or'eans, 320. 
* Clarke, Mr. Sheriff, speech of at the Edinburgh 


w. 7} ow 


” ——-s 


at te 

circular letter to, with the important €on- 
ania 

— ¢ bill, debate on the, 995, Torr, 
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Clergy, the inferior, debates relative to, ro1o, 
1103, 1107. : 

— the Irish, debates relative to, 1317. 

Clergyman, letter to the editor, from a beneficed, 
commenting on a letter circulated by order of 
the society for the suppression of vice, 523. 

Clubs and societies, remarks on, 528. 





extracts from the debates in Parlia- 
ment, containing the remarks of Messrs. Wind- 
ham, Sheridan, and Archdall, relative to, 226. 
frees himself from the charges of 
Messrs. Sheridan and Archdall, 230. 

address of, to the public, relative 
to the libels on him in the True Briton, and his 
subsequent chastisement of Mr. Heriot, 228. 
vindicates his writings relative to 
the national debt, 257. 

letter Il. from, to Mr. Sheridan, 

















257: 





-repels the charge of treating the 
government with contempt, 32r. - 
letter III, from, to Mr. Sheridan, 





321. 





-—letter IV. from, to Mr. Sheridan, 
335. 

i e 
—— ————— Ietter V. from, to Mr. Sheridan, 
417. 
letrer VI. from, to Mr. Sheridan, 





431. 
letter VII. from, to Mr. Sheridan, 





$77- 





letter 1. from, to the Right Hox. 
Lord Folkestone, 623. 

——-————— letter II. from, to the Right Hon. 
Lord Folkestone, 689. ve 

letter VILI. from,-to Mr. Sheridan, 





7056 





. aed 
parliamentary debates announcce, 
735 , Bh 
address to the public, on the pui 
lication of his parliamentary debates, 735- 
letuee IX. from, to: Mr. Sherican, 








737- 





reasons for not publishing the cor- 
respondence between the King, the Prince 0! 
Wales, the Duke of York, and Mr. Addington, 
831. . 
. address to the public, on the con: 
clusion of the 4th Vol. of the Register, 929- 
Cobbett, a person calling himself, arrestéd on ‘0° 
picion of having a design against the life of the 
King, 407. y . 
Cochin China, English vessels permitted to ent¢ 
the ports of, 343. 
Coin, scarcity of, in Worcester, 467. 
—— remarks on the seascity of, 510. 
complaints of the scarcity of, at Ports 
and Portsea, 720. ins on 
Commissions, military, letter froth Virginius © 
the sale and purchase of, 641. Li 
Commerce, neutral, proclamation of the Batavi 
_ government, relative to, 68:. sh 
Commercial and funding systems of. G. Brita”, 
pernicious influence of the, 432- _. = 
Committees of the volunteer corps, objected A 
tending to destroy the authority of the crow” 
eee 
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$7. 
- among the volunteers, danger of; oh 
the volunteer, letter from Mentor 
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Committees of the volunteer corps, danger of the, 
949- , 

——-——--—— of the volunteer corps of St. Giles in 
the Fields and Str. George, Bloomsbury, resolu- 
tions, &c. of the, 9838. 

Commons, the H. of, minority in, on the motion 
for the appointment of a military council, 17>, 

———-—~——= address of the House of, to the King, 
at the close of the session ended in Aug. 247. 

———-——— vote of the thanks of the, to the volun- 
teer corps, 341. ; 

letter from the Speaker of the House of, 
to the lords lieutenant of counties, enclosing 
the vote of thanks to the voluntcer corps, 341. 

Congress, observations on the extraordinary meet- 
ing of the Amcrican, 447. 

proclamation of the president for con- 

vening the American, 493. 

report of a secret committee of the 

American, on the policy of obtaining New Or- 

leans and the Floridas, 190s. 

account of Louisiana, laid before, by 
the president of the United States, 1910. 

Continent, the powers of che, letter Il]. from a 
Continental Observer, inquiring whether they 
will interfere in the restoration of Louis XVIII. 


$16. 


— -— 

















the powers of, jealous ef the increasing 


power of France, 919. 
Continental politics of Great-Britain, inquiry in- 
to, I. 





powers, remarks on the policy and 
views of the, 346. 

— Observer, letter I. from, on. the ad- 
vantages England will derive from the restora- 
tion of Louis XVIII. 769. 

letter IT. from, on the feasi- 
bility of the restoration of Louis XVIII. 774. 

— —-~ letter 111. from, inquiring 
whether G. Britain will attempt the restoration 
of Louis XVIII., and whether the continental 
powers would interfere, 312. 

letter LV. from, on. the 

principles upon which the restoration of Louis 

XVIII. should be established, 865. 

—~--—= letter V. from, on the con- 
duct to be pursued towards the people of 
France, on the restoration of Louis XVIII. 975. 

Conscript bill, observations on the, 30. 

Considerations, important, for the people of this 
kingdom, 130. 

Consolidated fund, account of the, 1475 

Constancy and consistency of Mr. Sheridan, 418. 

Convention of Sublingen, letters relative to the 
ratification of the, 106, 107, 168. 

— - explanatory, between G. Britain and 

Russia, remarks on the, from the Moniteur, 


678. 





























——~ between G. Britain and Sweden, re- 
marks on the, from the Moniteur, 678. 
berween G. Britain and Sweden, 680. 
with Sweden, observations on the, 











723. , 
———— with Sweden, and treaty with Amc- 


rica, comparison between, 724. | ae 

~ between the U. States of America, 
and the French Repoblic for settling the term 

- of purchase for Louisiana, 883. sis) 

—_ between the U. States of America, and 

_ the French Reputilic, for paying the debrs duc 
to Americans from France, 884. 

Cornwallis, Admiral, good conduct of, 33. 

Correspondence rclative tothe comquest of Han- 


Vou, IY, 
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Correspondence between H.R. H. the Prince of 
Wales, the King, the Duke of York, and Mr. 
Addington, Mr. Cobbett’s reasons for not pub- 
lishing the, 831. 

Court prizes bill, debates on the, rr7>. 

Curates, debates on making provisions for, 1279, 
13595 1370 1577 1578) 1583, 1670, 1760, 

Cursory Remarks, some notice of the, 527. 

_ on the state of parties, during 
the administration of Mr. Addington, by a Near 
Observer,” and “ A Plain Answer to the Mis- 
representations and Calumnies contained in the 
Cursory Remarks, by a More Accurate Obser- 
ver,”’ an Analytical and Comparative View of, 
$36, 897. 

we ee paid for by Mr. Hiley Adding- 


ton, 917. 





D. 


Darnley, Lord, opinion of, respecting stocks and 
stockholders, 29. 

Debates, Cobbett’s Parliamentary, the publica 
tion of announced, 735. 

———— in Parliament from the ist of July to 
the rath of August, 993. 

— -—----— trom the 22d of Novem- 
ber to the 20th of December, 1251. 

Debt, the national, Mr. Cobbett vindicates his 
writings On, 257. 

—-—- due by France to American citizens, con- 
vention between France and America, relative 
to the, $34. 

——-— account of the sums received by the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the, 1478. 

account of the sums paid towards. the 
charges of the funded, 1479. 

——- account of the progress made in the. re- 
demption of the funded, of G. Britain, 1485. 

account of the unfunded of Great Britain, 
14°7- 

——- of Ireland, account of the progress made in 
the redemption of the fuoded, 1437, 

Declaration of the neutrality of Portugal, 560, 

Decree of the French government, relative to the 
imprisonment of the English, in the republic, 
19. 

ei of the Batayian government, relative to 
British mercandize, 110. 

— of the goverment of France, limiting the 

reception of British flags of truce to the bay of 
Audierne, 4°00. ais 

——— of the government of France, prohibiting 
the entry of all vessels which have touched at 
English ports, 400. Rae 

of the French government, prohibiting the 

exportation of undressed leather, gos. " 

— of the government of France, regulating 

the management of the fisheries of France, 404. 

— of the government of Martinique and Se. 

Lucia, relative to the duties of export and im- 

ort, 433. 

nilaoen ot the government of St. Domingo, rcla- 

tive to the admission of provisions, 438. 























——— of the goverament of $t. Domingo, declar- 


ing the island in a state of Siege, 439 
——— of Gen. Ernoul, pape to yr duties of 
i export at Guadaloupe, 660, 
orn ge Vice-President of nbs Italian Re- 
public, regulating the conduct of the press, 664. 
Defence of the country, observations on the, 30, 
defects of che system of, pursued by mi- 
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Defence, letter IIT. from Inquisitor on the ruinous 
system of, adopted by the ministers, 65. 

aa bil], an examination of the, 120. 

see Inquisitor’s observations on the, 
167. 





defécts of the, 183. 

-———=— of the country, letter 1V. from Inquisitor, 
on the system adopted by the miuisters for the, 
193. 





— letter from Velites, on 
the, 513. 





— debates on the bill for 
the, 1124, 1178, 1203, 1284, 1255,1255, 1356, 
1358, 1360, 1361, 1373. 

Demarara and Essequibo, capitulation of, 758. 

Denmark, assembles a large body of troops in 
Holstein, 81. 

Deposit, the right of, at New Orleans, restored to 
the Americans, 319. 

Detector, letter from, to the editor, on the influ- 
ence exercised by the ministry at elections, 
397. 

Dickins, Mr. affair between Mr. Heriot and, 247. 
Dispatches from Gen. Grinfield and Com. Hood, 
announcing the capture of St. Lucia, 171, 173. 
wee from Gen. Grinfield, announcing the 

capture of Tobago, 24s. 

Dispute with America, observations on the, 727. 

Distillation of oats, debates on the bill relative 
to, 1607. 

Dock-yards, letter from S. T. on the conduct of 
the Admiralty in managing the internal con- 
cerns of the, 49. 

Dobe, circulated at Portsmouth and Portsea, 
482. 





remarks on the circulation of, 921. 

Domestic Intelligence, 19, 82, 111, 150; 174, 208, 
251, 274) 344, 363. 406, 44ly 465, 502; 563, 599 
619, 684. 719) 755, 781, 893, 943- 

Official Papers, 146, 171, 203, 247, 271, 
341, 360, 401, 439, 462, 494, 531, 561, $96, 666. 
Dover, influence exercised by the ministry at the 

elections in, 398. 

Dublin, relation of the circumstances which took 
place in, and the conduct of the Irish govern- 
ment on the 23d of July, 290. : 

——— letter from Vindex, to the editor, on the 
insurrection in, 458. 

Dumourier, Gen. remarks on the arrival of, in 
England, 256, 287. 

Durham, observations on the conduct of the bi- 
shop of, in promoting the fund at Lioyd’s, 472. 

Duties, decree of the government of Martinique 
and St. Lucia, relative to, 438, 

——— of export and import at Guadaloupe, de- 
czee of Gen. Ernouf, respecting the, 660. 

ee bill relative to Irish import, debates on the, 
i888. ~- 





: E, . 

Edinburgh, sketch of the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the lieutenancy, heritors, and justices of 

the peace of, 554. 





—_—e resolutions moved by Lord 
Meadowbank and the Lord Chief Bardn, at the, 
relative to the unprotected’ state of Scotland, 


587,589. 
ie ions, remarks on the, 607. 
Egypt, expédition to, might have been prevented, 


AE it insurrection of the Albanians in, 8r. 
Elbe, notice of the blockade of the, by G. Bri- 





a of the blockade of the, 21, 217. 


INDEX, ; 


~ 
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Elbe, extract from the Moniteur on the blockade 

of the, 10¢.. 

—— letter from the American Consul at Ham- 

burgh, on the blockade of the, 145. 

Elections, influence of the ministry at, 397. 

Embargo on Spanish-vessels, letter from the Spa- 

nish Consul, relative to the report of, 659. 

Emigrants and bishops, French, defence of the, 

24,95, 183. 

Emperor of Germany, prohibits his subjects from 

entering the service of France or G. Britain, 

during the war, 344. 

“Enemy to Quacks,” letter from, on the defi- 

ciency of arms throughout G. Britain, 647. 

England, see Great Britain. 

———— return of the army of reserve for, 1398. 

English funds, prices of the, 32. 

=—.— prisoners in France, ought not to be ex- 

changed, 138. 

Epigram, by Anti-Medicus, 203. 

Ernouf, Gen. proclamation of, to the soldiers and 

inhabitants at Guadaloupe, 660. 

——-# decree of, relative to the duties of 

import and export at Guadaloupe, 660. 

Esprit de corps, remarks on the, among the vo- 
lunteers, 608. 

Essequibo and Demerara, capitulation of, 758. 

Establishment of the volunteers, letter from Mr. 
Yorke, to the Lords Lieutenants of counties, 
respecting the, 402. , 

Etruria, Regent of, proclamation of Maria Louisa, 
infanta of Spain and, 18. 

———— the young Prince of, receives the homage 
of the senate and people, 441. ; . 
Evlogium on Mr. Cobbett, pronounced in Parlia- 

ment, by Mr. Windham, 228. 
———— on Buonaparté, Mr. Sheridan’s, 394° 
Exchequer bills, account of the interest paid on, 


1479. 











—— debate relative to, 1534. 

Exemptions claimed by volunteers, letter from 
the Attorney and Solicitor Generals to Mr. 
Yorke, relative to the, 493. 

Expenditure of G. Britain, account of the, 1481. 

ger eg 0 the Morning Post, on the inva- 
sion, 60. 

from the Moniteur on the blockade of the 
Elbe, 105. 

—-— from the American newspapers on the 
state of parties in England, 747. 


F. 


Fast, proclamation for a general, in G. Britain, 
406. et 

remarks on the general, in G. Britain, 574- 

Fencible districts, letter from the Admiralty to 
the commanders of, 206. 

Finance, observations on, 54. 

~ of the United States, report of the Ame- 
rican Secretary of the Treasury on the, 932. 

Fisheries of France, decree of the French govern- 
ment, regulating the, gor. 

Fitzwilliam, Lord, letter from Lord Hobart to% 
relative to volunteer corps, 343. i. 4 

Flags of truce, the entry of British, limitted ¢ 
the bay of Andigone, 4090. . 

Floridas, New Orleans and the, report of 2 eet 
comes of the American Congress, 0D ¢ 
policy of obtaining, 1905. 

ee the Right Hon. Lord, letter I. from 
Mr. bett tO, 623. ' : 
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Foreign Intelligence, 19, 81, rtx, 150, 174, 207, 
250 273, 343, 363, 405,439, 462, 500, 562,599, 
616, 682, 718, 7535 779, 891, 918, 942. 

————— Official Papers, 203, 400, 461, 493, 560, 
660, 887, 982. 

Foreigners, contempt with which ministers are 
spoken of by, 572. 

Fox, Mr. and Mr. Sheridan, remarks .on the con- 
duct of, 127. 

—— Gen, letter from Hibernicus in defence of, 654. 

— remarks on the conduct of, and the con- 
duct of government towards, 849. 

—————-— extract from the Dublin newspapers, re- 
lative to, 919. 

letter from an independent Irish peer, 
on ne" paragraph in the Dublin papers relative 
to, 964. 

France, Solicy of in attempting to exclude Great 
Britain from the Continent, 7. 

France, note presented to the Helvetian republic, 
relative to the war between England and, 17. 
— decree of the government of, relative to 
the imprisonment of the English in that coun- 

try, 19. 

Pie cratineiory note presented by her order, 
to the senate of Bremen, relative to English 
ships, property, and subjects, 80. 

——— advantages to be derived by, from the de- 
struction of the power of Buonaparté, and the 
restoration of Louis XVIII. 75, 99. 

and Russia, connexion between, 152. 

— right of G. Britain, to interfere in the af- 
fairs of, 165. 

——— takes sixteen thousand Swiss troops into 
Pay, 252. 

— Englishmen arrested in Swisserland, by 
order of the Landamman, at the request of, 251. 

——-— Batavia and the Italian republic, military 
convention between, ratified, 344, 

——— decree of the government of, limiting the 
entry of British flags of truce to the bay of 
Audierne, 400. 

decree of the government of, prohibiting 

the entry of all vessels which have touched at 

English ports, 400. . 

proceedings of the council of state of the 
Italian republic, in the war against G. Britain, 

OO. 

ome decree of the government of, regulating the 
fisheries of the republic, gor. 

—-—— decree of the government of, prohibiting 
the exportation of undressed leather, gor. 

——— remarks on the preparations of, 

—-—-— proclamation of the agents of the King of 
Spain for surrendering Louisiana to, 664. 


























——— and the United States of America, treaty, 


between, for Louisiana, 880, 
—— and the United States, convention between, 
settling the terms for Louisiana, 833. 
— andthe United States, convention between, 
providing for the debts due by France to the 
Americans, 384. 
~——— letter V. from A Continental Observer on 
the conduct to be pursued towards the pcople of, 
on the restoration of Louis XVIII. 275. 
——— military operations in, 176, 345» 442, 468, 
504, 565, 601, 621, 686, 757, 783, 895, 945- 
Francis, Mr. remarks on the charge brought by 
him against Mr. Sheridan, 2:38. a ‘ 
Freeholder, letter from, on the rg of unani- 
mity among great statesmen, 876. ; 
Frecling, Mr. franks the letters of the managers of 
Lloyd’s fund, 448. | 





INDEX. 
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Freeling, Mr. observations on the conduct of, in 
franking letters for Lloyd's fund, 472. 

French funds, prices of the, 33. 

naval expedition to Si. Domingo, observa- 
tions on the, 36. 

———~ bishops and emigrants, defence of the, 24, 
95, 282. 

——-— princes, letter from Monsieur, to the King 
of G, Britain, tendering the services of the, in 
the war, 459. 








at war, relative tothe captured ones, recovered 
at Hanover, 560. 

“ Friend of my Country,” letter from, on the mi- 
litary and naval forces of G. Britain, 33. 

a6 ’ letter from, relative to Ste 
Domingo, 78. 

“6 —-—"’ letter from a, on the prac- 
ticability of an invasion, 296 

Friendly societies, hfty thousand persons belong- 
ingto the, become stockholders, 29. 

motion relative to, 1009. 

Funds, rise in the, on the abandonment of the pro- 
ject of collecting the tax on them, at ihe bank, 
28. 














French, prices of the, 32. 
English, prices of the, 32. 
- taxation of the, recommended, 88. 
——— observations on the fall of the, 119, 156. 
remarks on the mse of the, 574. 
Fund at Lloyd’s opened, rr. 
- letter from Annibal on 
the, 353. 





” 














letters from the managers 
of the, tranked by Mr. Freeiing, 448. 
circular letter from the 





managers of, 471. 
observations on the con- 
duct of the Bishop of Durham, felative to the, 


476. 








observations on the small 
number of late subscriptions to the, 607. 

Fund, the consolidated, account of, 1472. 

Funding and commercial systems of G. Britain, 
pernicious influence of the, 432. 


G * 


Gallatin, Mr. secretary of the treasury of thé 
United States, report of, laid before the Ameri- 
can congress in October, 1803, 982. 

Gambier, vice admiral, letter from, relative to the 
capture of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 596. 

Gandolphe, note presented by him to the Lan- 
damman of Helvetia, 17. 

Genealogy of Buonaparté, 64. 

Genoa and Spezzia, notice of the blockade of, by 
G. Britain, 245. 

General arming bill, letter from Lord Hobart, au-’ 
thorising the suspension of some of tbe clauses 
of the, 271. 

Germany, the Emperor of, prohibits his subjects 
from entering the service of France or G, Britain 
during the war, 344. 

Government, Mr. Cobbett, repels the charge 
brought against him of treating the, with con- ' 
tempt, 321. 

Grenville Lord, and Mr, Pitt, promise said to have 
made to Mr. Addington, by, 897. 

Grinfield, Gen. and Com. Hood, dispatches from, 
announcing the capture of St. Lucia, 171, 173- 
dispatches from, announcing the 

capture of Tobago, 245. 


~* § 532 





— standards, report of Gen. Berthier, minister — 
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Griofield, Gen. articles of capitulation for Tobago, 
signed by, 246. 

Guards, the, letter from A.B, to the Earl of Suf- 
folk, on the preference given to, in the promo- 
tions of the army, 310. 

Guadaloupe, decree of Gen Ernouf, relative to the 
duties of import and export at, 660. 

- proclamation of Gen. Ernouf to the 

soldiers and inhabitants at, 600, 





H. 


Habeas Corpus, debates on the suspension of in 
Ireland, 1585, 176¢. 

Hanover, military operations in, 20, 83, 112, 175; 
208, 252, 275, 345, 364, 442, 504, 620, 783. 
—— deputies from, meet the King of Prussia 

at Wilhelmsbade, 19. 

— papers relative to the conquest of, 106. 

~——-—-—+ letters between C. M. Talleyrand and 
Lord Hawkesbury, relative to the ratification of 
the convention of Suhlingen, respecting the 
army of the King of England in, 106, 197. 

———-— capitulation of the army of, signed on 
the Elbe, rog. 

observations on the conquest of, 117. 

— army of, order of Gen. Berthier relative 
to the, 145. 

————-— letter from Gen. Mortier to the French 
minister of war, relative to the arms, &c. taken 
in, 203. 

—-——— the Elector of, protests against the con- 
vention of Suhlingen, 344. 

———— the states of, assembled by Gen, Mor- 
ticr, 44.0. 

——-——— report of Gen. Berthier, minister at war, 
selative to the captured standards recovered at, 
560, 

—-—— statement of the situation of, published 
by the Hanoverian resident in London, 1941. 
Hardwicke, Lord, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, re- 
commends a sabscription similar to Lioyd’s, 

251. 
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— censures on the conduct of, during the 
. insurrection in Dublin, 548. 
— chargcter of, by Juverna, 609. 

Havre de Grace, notice of the blockade of, by G. 
Britain, 359. 

Hawkesbury, Lord, letter from Talleyrand to, re- 
Jative to the ratification of the convention of 
Suhiirgen, 106. 

leter from, to Baron Silverhjeim 
prohibiting the entry of neutral vessels, from 
countries occupied by the Freach, 941. 

we letter from, to Count Jarisburg, rela- 
tive to the prohibition of neutrals from coun- 
tries occupied by the French, from entering the 
ports of the channel, 942. 














Helvetian republic, note presented tothe Landam- 


.gan of the, relative to the war betwcen England 
_ and France, 17. 

Heart of Oak, letter from, on the impraciicability 
of an invasion, 871. 

Heriot, Mc., Mr. Cobbett’s address to the public, 
relative to the libels published against him in 
the True Briton, and his subsequcnt chastise. 

ment of, 238. 
—_ affair between Mr. Dickins and, 24. 

Hibernicus, letter from, on the affairs of Ireland 
the conduct of Lord Hardwicke, and of Gen 
Fox, 654. ; 

———+————= letter from, on the defenceless state of 

syand the neighbouring counties, 931, 

in Ireland, trials fer, 1957. 
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Hill, Rowland, Mr. Sheridan, the Hottentots, and 
the Volunteers, $29. 

Hobart, Lord, letter from to the Jords lieutenants 
of counties relative to the general arming act, 
203. | 

letter from, to the lords lieutenants of 
counties, relative to the allowances to be grant- 
ed to the volunteer corps, 206. 

- plan of a volunteer naval armament, 

transmitted to the lords lieutenants of counties, 

by, 271. 

letter from, to the lords lieutenants of 

counties, relative to the general arming bill, and 

volunteer corps, 271. 

~ letter from to the lord provost of the city 

of Edinburgh, enclosing the plan of the volun- 

tecr naval armament, 342. 

— letter from to the lords lieutenants of 

counties relative to arms for the volunteer 

corps, 342. 

— letter from, to Lord Fitzwilliam relative 

to the volunteer corps, 343. 

—- informs the Mayor of London of the cap- 
ture of Surinam, Demarara and Essequibo, 720. 

Holstein, a Danish army assembled in, 81. 

Hood, Com. and Gen. Grinfield, dispatches from, 
announcing the capture of St. Lucia, 171, 173. 
——- articles of capitulation for Tobago, signed 

by, 246. 

Hull, letter from Andrew Marvel, on the defence- 
less state of, 746. 

Hutchinson, Col. motion made by, for informa- 
tion respecting the rebellion in Ireland, 224. 


I, 




















Important considerations for the people of this 
kingdom yt 30. 

remarks on the, 152. 

Imports of Great Britain, account of, 1479. 

Impressment of men for the service of the navy; 
20. . 

Income tax, debates on the, 1020, 1072, 1113, 1120) 
1368, 4 

——— of G. Britain, statement of the, 1471. 

India, military operations in, 252, 445. 

- dock bill, motion on, 1019. 

——- ship owners, motion relative to, 1057; 
1262. 

——- budget, 1320, 1351. 

——- bonds, debates relative to the bill concern- 
ing, 1609, 1665. 4 

Indemnity to the House of Orange, proposed, 
15®, 

Independant Irish peet, letter from, on the pat4- 
graph in the Dublin papers relative to Gen. Fox, 








Infanta of Spain, proclamation ef Maria Louisa, 
regent of Etruria, 18. 

Infantry corps of volunteers, regulations for the, 
32. 

Influence of the ministry at elections, 397- 

of the sm sid at elections, observa- 
tions on the assertions in the Cursory Remarks, 
relative to the, 412. ‘ ' Ae 

Inquiry into the nature of the continental politics 
ot Gteat Britain, and the causes of the present 
war, I. } of 

Inquisitor, letter I, from, on the present state 

- affairs, 51. ; ae 

-— letter Il. from, on the additional arming 

bill, and on the ministerial measures of defence, 
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Inquisitor, letter IIT. from, on the impolicy of 
pursuing a defensive system of warfare, 65. 

—- letter IV. from, recommending the re- 

storation of Louis XVIII. 

—— letter V. from, on the restoration of 
— XVIII.; and on the general defence bill, 
161. 

_- letter VI. on the ministerial system of 
defence, 193. 

-————-—— observations on the proposal for the 
renunciation of the throne of France by Louis 
XVIII.,170. 

Insensibility of the people, to the dangers of the 
times, $1. 

Inspecting field officers, orders from the war-of- 
fice, respecting the appointment of, for the vo- 
lunteers and yeomanry, 499. 

Installation of the grand masier of the knights of 
Maita, 250, 

Intelligence, foreign, 19, 81, 111, 150, 174, 207, 
250 2735 343» 363, 405, 439, 462, 500, 562, 599, 
616, 682, 718, 7535 779, 891, 918, 942. 

oo domestic, 19, 82, 18I, 150, 174, 208, 
251, 274, 344, 363, 406, 441, 465, 502, 563, 599, 
619, 684, 719, 755- 

military, 20, 83, 112, 175, 208, 252, 

275) 345» 364, 407, 442, 498, 504, 564, 601, 620, 

686, 720, 757, 782, 895 945,. 

naval, 21, 84,112, 177, 209, 253, 276, 
346, 365, 408, 443, 459, 505, 565, 601, 622, 637, 
759, 784, 896, 945. 

Invasion, practicability, and consequences of, 53. 

extract from the Morning-Post, on the, 


— 























60. 
———— letter from A Friend of my Country on 
‘the practicability of, 296. 
oe ——— address of the troops under Gen. Murat, 
to the First Consul, on the, 461. 

— letter from Gen. Victor, to the Minister 
at War, on the, 462. 

_ delay of ithe, 799. 

———-— letter from Heart of Oak, on the imprac- 

ticability of, 871. 
———-— remarks on the daily reports of, 947. 
Ireland, rebellion in, 151, 174, 136, 208, 274, 344, 
363, 406, 443, 465, 502, 563, 600, 519, 684, 719, 
756, 781. 

-——~—— remarks on the rebellion in, 159, 238, 290. 

——— proclamation of the lord lieutenant and 
council, at the commencement of the rebellion 
in, 148. . 

_ military execution authorised towards the 

. rebels in, 173. 

e-—— remarks on the apparent tranquillity of, 
185. 

ante motion made by Col. Hutchinson, for in- 
formation concerning the rebellion in, 224. 

w——— Mr Cobbett frees himself from the charge 
of having published an improper statement re- 
specting, 230. 

the lord lieutenant of, recommends a sub- 

scription sim1'ar to Lloyd’s, 251. _ . 

a. special commission held in Dublin, for 
the trial of those accused of high-treason io, 
251. 

ase remarks on the restoration of tranquillity 
in, 255- ' 

Ea cord of, letter from An Irishman to Mr. 
Wickham on the, 289. . 

——— the Catholic noblemen of, ony of an ad- 
dress,.proposed to be presented to his Majesty 


» 360. 
ks <a on the conduct \of the ministry 
towards, 413, 
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Ireland, affairs of, letter from Juverna, to the edi- 
tor, on the, 545. 

——— remarks on the chief military appointment 
in, 574. 

affairs of, introductory letter from Juver- 
na, on the, °86. ; 

——— remarks on the state of, 606. 

——— affairs of, letter III, from Javerna, on the 
609. 








the affairs of, letter from Hibernicus on 
the, 654. 

——— remarks on the renewal of the suspension 
of the habess corpus, and che introduction of 
martial law in, 799. 

——— affairs of, letter IV. from Juverna, on, 8or, 

——— remarks on the introduction of martial 
Jaw in, 848. 

misconduet of the civil branch of the go- 

vernment of, gbt. 

— letter V. from Juverna, on the affairs of, 
gor. 

——-— debate relative to the rebellion in, 1286, 

292. 

——— martial law in, debate relative to, 1290, 
1599, 1609, 1959, 1760. 

——-— debates on a motion relative to the state 
of, 1426, 1429. 

——— account of the progress made in the re- 
demption of the debt of, 1487. 

——— debates on the suspension of the habeas 
corpus in, 1585, 1760. 

— account of the aotes of the bank of, under 
five pounds in circulation, 1496. — 

Irishman, letter from an, to Mr. Wickham, on the 
affairs of Ireland, 289. 

Irish brigade forming in France, 618. 

—— priests, allowance to be granted to the, 949. 

—— malt and distilleries, debates on the, «000. 

loan, debate relative to the, rrir. 

canals, debates relative to, 1209. 

clergy, debates relative to the, 1317. 

bank restriction bill, debates on the, 1604, 
1653. 

—— import duty bill, debates on the, 1388. 

rebels, manifesto of the, 1945. 

Italy, military operations in, 21, $4, 112, 208, 2525 
2765 345» 354, 443, 48, 505, 565, 621, 758, 783, 

95 


























Batavia and France, military convention bee 
tween, rauhed, 344. 

Italian republic, reprisals against, granted by G, 
Britain, 270. 





extract from the proceedings of 
the council of state of the, rclative to the war 
between France and éngland, 400. 

on - ~ decree of the vice president of the, 


regulating the conduct of the press, 664. 


J. 
Jarlsburg, Count, letter from Lord Hawkesbury 


to, relative to the prohibition of neutrals from 
countries occupied by the French, from entering 
the ports of the Channel, g42. _ 

Jefferson, Mr. president of the United States, mes- 
sage of the American congress in October, 1803. 
887. 

Sad Vewtnid Morales, proclamation of, for re- 
storing the right of deposit at New Orleans, to 
the Americans, 319. - 

Juba, the voluatcer, remarks on his call upon th 
. volunteers to assassinate Mr. Windham, 950. | 
Justices of the peace, debares on the bill relauve 

to, 1065. 
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uverna, letter from, to the editor, on the affairs 

of Ireland, 545. 

introductory letter from, on the affairs of 
Ireland, 586. 

w———— letter Ill. from, on the affairs of Ireland, 
609. 

-———— letter IV. from, onthe affairs of Ireland, 
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Kent, meeting of the deputy lieutenants and ma- 
gistrates of the caunty, for the defence of, 20. 
-——— influence exercised by the ministry at the 

elections in, 398. 

Kenyon, the late lord, defended by Cambricus 
from a supposed attack of Juverna, 677. x 

the late Lord, contrast between Lord 

Hardwicke aad, 808. 

Lord, letter from, expressing his satisfac- 
tion at the explanation given by Juverna, of his 
remarks on the late Lord K. $33. 

King, the, address of the House of Commons, to, 
at the close of the session ended in August, 
247. 

-—— speech of, to both Houses of Parliament, at 
the close of the session ended in August, 248, 
1466. 

=— of G, Britain, letter fram Monsieur, to the, 
tendering the services of the French princes, 
during the war, 459. 

o—— remarks cn the review of the volunteers in 
Hyde Park by the, 602. 

-—-—— specch of, to both Houses of Parliament, on 
the 22d of November, 752, Y25%. 

“= specch of, remarks on the, of 22d November, 
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Larrea, M. Esq. Spanish consul, letter from, rela- 
tive tothe report of an embargo on Spanish vere 
sels, 659. 

Lasnes, Gen. sent again on a diplomatic mission 
to the Court of Portugal, 4409. | 

Leather, decree of the French government, pro- 
hibiring the exportation of, gor. 


: Letter from “ A Friend of my Country,” on the 


state of the military and naval forces of Great 
Britain, 33. 

o—— of * T.U.”’ on the conduct of Far! St. Vin- 
eent, in the Mediterranean in the year 1 798, 41. 

o—- of “ B. N.” on the condact of Earl St. Vin- 

, Cent, from the 6th April, 1 706, 46. 

‘e——-~ from * §.'T.” on the conduct of thé Admi- 
ralty, in the management of the Dock-yards, 


49. 
-——- I. from Inquisitor, on the present state of 
affairs, 51. cs 
e-——- Il. from Inquisitor, on the additional arm- 
ing bill,and on the miaisterial measures of de- 
fence, 56. . 
w=—= II. from Inquisitor, on the defensive system 
of ministers, 6 r 
=——- from “ A Friend to my Country,” relative to 
» St. Domingo, 73. 
——- IV,.from Inquisitor, recommending the re- 
‘storation of Louis, XVII. 97. 
/=— from C. M.,Talieyrand to Lord Hawkesbury, 
relative to the ratification of the convention of 


~® Sublingen, 196. 


——- from Lord Hawkesbury to C. M. Talleyrand, 


ae 4 * relative to the ratification of the convention of 


Sublingen, 107. 
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Letter from Gen. Mortier to Buonaparté, announe- 
ing the capitulation of the Hanoverian army, 
108. 

- frem Gen. Mortier to Marshal Count Wal- 
moden, announcing the recommencement of 
hostilities between the French and Hanoverian 
armies, 108. 

——- I. from Annibal, on the necessity of mak- 
ing England a military nation, 112. 

—- circular, sent to the clergy of Great Britain 
with the “ Important Considerations,” 129. 
——- from the American Consul at Hamburgh, 

relative to the bleckade of the Elbe, 145. 

——- V. from Inquisitor, on the restoration of 
Louis XVIL. and on the general defence bill, 
161. ; 

- VI. from Inquisitor, on the ministerial sys- 

tem of defence, 193. 

- IL, from Annibal, defending Mr, Windham 
from the misrepresentations of Mr. Sheridan, 
199. 

-~—- from Lord Hobart, tothe Lords Lieutenants 
of Counties, relative to the general arming act, 
203. 

TAM. from Gen. Mortier to the French Minister 
at War, relative to the arms, &c. taken in Han- 
Over, 203. 

——- from the Duke of Richmond to the inhabi- 
tants of Sussex, relative to the general arming 
act, 205. 

——- from Lord Hobart to the Lords Lieutenants 
of Counties, relative to the allowances to be 
granted to the volunteer corps, 206. 

-——- fiom the Admiralty to the commanders of 
fencible districts, 206. 

——- I. from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 225- 

——- from Thomas, on the policy of Russia, 257- 

——- 1]. from Ms. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 257. 

———- from Lord Hobart to the Lords Licutenants 
ef Counties, relative to the general arming bill, 
and volunteer corps, 271. 

- from an Irishman to Mr. Wickham, on the 

affairs of Ireland, 289. __ 

from A Friend to my Ceuntry, on the prac- 

ticability of an invasion, 296. 

~ from A.B. to the Earl of Suffolk, on the 

system of partiality adopted in the military pro- 

motions and appointments, 310. | . 

~— from A. B. to the Editor, correcting an ¢r- 

ror in his letter to the Earl of Suffolk, 340- ; 

from Manual de Balado, Governor-General 
of Louisiana to the Governor of the Misstssipp! 
territory, relative to the restoration of the de- 

posit at N. Orleans, 320. 3 

II. from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 
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from the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons tothe Lords Lieutenants of Counties, €n- 
closing the vote of thanks to the voluntecr 
corps, 341. 

——- from A. B. to the Earl of Suffolk, note of 
the Editor on the, 341. 

——- from Lord Hobart to the Lord Provost of 
the city of Edinburgh, enclosing the plan of the 
volunteer naval armament, 342. ; 

——- from Lerd Hobart to the Lords Lieutenants 
ot Counties, relative to arms for the voluntectss 


42. : . 
from Lord Hobart to Lord Fitzwilliam, re- 
ative to the volunteer corps, 343- 
——- from Annibal, on the fund at Lloyd’s, 353 
~ from the Marquis of Tichfield, Lord Licu- 
tevant of the county of Middlesex to the com 
manders of volunteer corps, 362. 
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from Dictator, on the influence exercised 
by the ministry at elections, 397. 

-—— from Mr. John Sargent, one of the Secre- 
taries of the Treasury, to Mr. Pellatt, 299. 

———-— from Mr. Yorke to the Lords Lieutenants 
of Counties, relative to arms for the volunteers, 
40l. 

———- from Mr. Yorke to the Lords Lieutenants 
of Counties, respecting the establishments of 
the volunteers, 402. 

=——— V. from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 4:7. 

from Anjou.to the Editor, on the pernici- 
ous influence of the commercial and funding 
system, 432. | 

——-— from Academicus to the Editor, on the im- 
morality and impiety of Mr. Sheridan’s play of 
Pizarro, 436. 

-——— from a Nearer Observer to the Right Hon. 
Henry Addington, relative to the wenkwens of 
the ministry, 449. 

——— from Vindex te the Editor, relative to the 
insurrection in‘Dublin, 458. 

-—— from Monsieur, brother of the King of 
France, to the King of England, tendering the 
services of the French princes during the war, 
459. 

—— from Colonel Barbut, relative to the war 
against the King of Candy, in Ceylon, 460. 

from Gen. Macdowall, relative to the war 

against the King of Candy, in Ceylon, 460. 

from the American Consu! at Paris, rela- 
tive to American claims on the French govern- 
ment, 461. 

——-~— from Gen. Victor, to the Minister at War, 
on the invasion, 462. 

-—-—-— circular, from the managers of Lloyd’s 
fund, 471- 

——- sent by the Bishop of Durham, for promot- 
ing the fund at Lloyd’s, 476. 

——- VI. from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 
481. 














from Mr. Yorke to the Lords Lieutenants 

of Counties, relative to the yecomanry and vo- 

lunteer corps, 494. | 

written by order of the Lords. Lientenants 
of Counties, relative to the suspension of the 
ballots for the militia and army of reserve, so 

' far as concerns the volunteers, 494. 

——— from the Atrorney and Solicitor Generals 
to Mr. Yorke, relative to the exemptions claim- 
ed by the volunteers, 498. 

from Velites to the Editor, on the defence 
of the country, 513. 

——- froma beneficed Clergyman to the Editor, 
commenting on a letter circulated by order of 
the Society tor the Suppression of Vice, 528. 

——-- from Juverna to the Editor, on the affairs 
of Ireland, 545. : 

VIl. from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 

wie introductory, from Juverna, on the affairs 
of Ireland, 536. 
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——- from Virginius on the state and purchase | 


of military commissions, 641. ‘ 


IND 








E- X. [2014 


Letter from an Enemy to Quacks, onthe deficiencies 
of arms in G. Britain, 647. 

- from A. Z. on the defenceless state of Nor- 
folk, and the northern district, 649. 

——-- froma late Captain in the Army, on the 
yitility of rifle corps, and the defects in the mi- 
litary system of G. Britain, 650. 

——- from Hibernicus, on the affairs of Ireland, 
the conduct of Lord Hardwicke, and of Gen. 
Fox, 654. 

- from Miguel Larrea, Esq. Spanish Consul 
at London, relative to the report of an embargo 
on Spanish vessels, 659. 

——- from M. Talleyrandto the American Mi- 
nister at Paris, relative to the decree respecting 
British merchandizes, 660. 

——- from Admiral Bruix to the Minister of Ma« 
rine, relative to¢he national flotilla at Boulogne, 
663. 

——- from R. S. on the necessity of the volun- 
teers being examined by a surgeon, 673, 

from A. B. on the inferiority of ih: volun- 
teers to soldiers, 674. 

——- from Anti-Charlatan, on the consecration 
of the colours of the volunteers, 676. 

——- from Cambricus, defending the character of 
the late Lord Kenyon from a supposed attack 
of Juverna, 677. 

—-- I]. from Mr. Cobbett to the Right Hon. 
Lord Folkestone, 639. 

- VIII. from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 

705. 

- from Buonaparté to his brother, 714. 

——- from Philo-Patriz, on the disorders among 
the Oxford loyal volunteers, 717. 

—-- IX, from Mr. Cobbett to Mr. Sheridan, 
737 

Ba from Andrew Marvel, on the defenceless 
state of Hull and its environs, 746. 

——- I, from a Continental Observer, on the ad- 
vantages England will derive from the restora- 
tion of Louis XVIIL. 769. 

- II. from a Continental Chserver, on the 

feasibility of the sestoration of Louis XVIIL 
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- IV. from Juverna, on the affairs of Ircland, 

Sol. 

- SHI. from a Continental Observer, inquiring 

whether G. Britain will attempt the restoration 

of Louis XVIII. and whether the continental 

powers would interfere, 812. 

- from Marcellus, on the utility of cavalry, 

and on the neglect of recruiting them ia Eng- 

land, 818. 

- from Col. F. P. Robinson, in reply to the 

reniarks of Marcellus, 833. 

- from Lord Kenyon, expressing his satisface 
tion at the explanation given by Juverna, of 
his remarks on the late Lord K. 833. 

——- from Mentor on the volunteer committees, 
835. 

dint 1V. from a Continental Observer, on the 

“ principles on which the restoration of Lonis 
XVIII. should be established, 865. 
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Let’er from Lord Hawkesbury to Baron Silversh- 
jelm, prohibiting of neutral vessels from coun- 
tries occupied by the French, 941. 

~——- from Lord Hawkesbury to Count Jarlsburg, 
relative to the prohibition of neutrals from 
countries occupied by the French, from enter- 
ing the ports of the Channel, 942. 

s——- V. from Juverna, on the affairs of Ireland, 
951. 





from an Independent Irish Peer, relative 
to the Dublin paragraph about Gen. Fox, 964. 
- from Miles, on the committee of the Blooms- 
bury corps of volunteers, 965. : 

from Peter Quill on the liberty of the press, 








967. 

~——- V. from a Continental Observer, on the 
conduct to be pursued towards the people of 
France, on the restoration of Louis XVIII. 
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Liberty of the press, letter from Peter Quill, cu- 
rate of Pray on the, 967. 

Light troops, utility of, 514, 
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Liverpool, debates relative to the fortification of, 
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Livingston, Mr. American Ambassador at Paris, 
letter from M. Talleyrand ro, relative to the de- 
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burgh meeting, 559. 
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of Counties, letter from Mr. 
Yorke to the, relative to the yeomanry and vo- 
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Lords, H. of, remarks on a debate in the, on the 
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Louis XVIII. the restoration of, advantageous to 
England, 74, 99- 

restoration of, advantageous to 

France, 75, 99. 

Inguisitor’s 4th letter, recommend. 

ing the restoration of, 97. 

proposal made to, by Buonaparté 

for the renunciation of the throne, 142. 
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- observations on his rejection of 

Buonaparté’s proposal that he should renounce 

the throne, 170. 

restoration of, necessary for Great 

Britain, 377. 

letter II. from a Continental Obser- 

ver, on the feasibility of the restoration of, 
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letter I, from a Continental Obser- 
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land, from the restoration of, 769 

——-- letter 11I. from a Continental Ob» 
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tempt the restoration of, and whether the pow- 
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Lottery bill, debate on the, 1043. 

Louisiana, papers relative to, 319- 

—--—-—-—- terms of the cession of, 320. A 

- proclamation of the agents of the King 

of Spain for surrendering it, to France, 664 

- treaty between the United States of 

America and the French Republic for, 380. 

- convention between France and Ame- 

rica, settling the terms of purchase of, 883- 

—- the Spaniards. refuse to surrender, 919- 

-- account of, laid hefore the American 
Congress, by the President of the U. States, 
1910. : R 

Lucca, the republic of, prohibits the introduction 
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Malaga, epidemic prevailing at, 632. 
pt. letter from, relative to the capture 
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Malt and distilleries, Irish, debatés on, 1900, 
1034. 

Malta not the only object of the war, 15. 

“-—- installation of the grand master of the 
knights of, 2<0. 

“———- remarks on the policy of Russia, respect- 
ing, 409. 

Manifesto of the Irish rebels, 1945. 

Manual de Baludo, letter from, to Governor-Ge- 
neral of Louisiana to the Governor of the Mis- 
SiSsippi territory, relative to the restoration of 
the deposit at N. Orleans, 320. 

Marvel, Andrew, letter from, on the defenceless 
state of Hull and its vicinity, 746. 

Marcellus, letter from, on the utility of cavalry, 
and on the neglect of recruiting them in Eng- 
land, 813. 

Maria Louisa, infanta of Spain, and regent of 
Etruria, proclamation of, 18. 

Marines, on the reduction of the pay of, 86. 

Marsden, Mr, censures on the conduct of, during 
the insurrection in Dublin; 548. 
artial law, remarks on the introduction of in 
Ireland, 848. 

- debates relative to the introduction 
of in Ireland, 1290, 1599, 1609, 1659, 1760. 

Martinique and St. Lucia, decree of the governs 
ment of, relative to the duties of export and 
import, 438. 

Meadowbank, Lord, speech of, at the Edinburgh 
meeting, 555. | ; 

— Lord, resolutions proposed by, at 
the Edinburgh meeting, relative to the umpro- 
tected state of Scotland, 587. 

Mecklenburgh, the Duke of, enters Wismar, 464. 

Mediterranean, conduct of Earl St. Vincent in the, 
in 1798, 43. 

Mentor, letter from, on the volunteer committees, 
$35. 

Message from his Majesty, relative te the indem- 
nification of the house of Orange, 150. 

oo relative to the rebel- 
lion im Ireland, 1292. 

from the President of the United States 

' to the Ameritan Congress, on the 17th of Octo- 
ber, 887. 

Middlesex, address of the county of, to the King, 
178.. 

Miles, letter from, on the committee of the 
Bloomsbury corps of volunteers, 965. 

Military intelligence, 20, $3, 112,175, 208, 252, 
275s 345 354s 407» 442, 468, S04, 564, Gol, 620, 
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——-—-- operations in Hanover, 20, 83, 112, 175, 
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A. B, to the Earl of Suffolk, on the partiality 
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council, conduct of Mr. Sheridah ia par- 

liament, on the proposal for appointing a, 48s. 

system of G. Britain, observations oa 
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appointments, remarks on the chief, ia 
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we system of G, Britain, letter from a lare 
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Militia relief bill, debates on the, 1000, 1029. 

surgeons, motion relative to, 1035. 
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the late, time, manner and occasion of 
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Minto, the Rt. Hon: Lord, speech of, at a meeting 
of the County of Roxburgh, on moving an ade 
dress to his Majesty on the war, 519. 

Miquelon and St. Pierre, letters fiom Vice Admi- 
ral Gambier, and Capt. Malbon, relative to the 
capture of, 596. 

Moira, lord, remarks on the appoin:ment of, 413. 

Monsieur, letter from, to the King of England, 
tendering the services of the French princes 
during the war, 459. 

Moniteur, extract from the, on the blockade of the 
Elbe, to5. 

— remarks taken from the, on the late con- 
vention berween G. Britain and Sweder, and the 
explanatory convention between G, Britain and 
Russia, 678. 

Morals, the state of, in Paris, 563. 

Morning-Post, extract from the, on the invasion, 
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remarks on an article in the, rela- 
tive to the appointments of the Prince of Wales, 
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remarks on an article in the, against 
an offensive system of warfare, 370. 

Morocco, hustiliries between the United States 
and, 562. 

~— peace between the United States of Ame- | 
rica, and, 719. i , 

Mortier, General, note presented by him to the se- 
nate of Bremen, relative to English property, 
&c. in that city, 19. 

—+ -—— —_— explanatory note of, to the senate 
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and subjects, 80. 
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Mortier, General, letter from to the French mi- 
nister of war, relative to the arms, &c. taken in 
Hanover, 21%. ' 

Monroe, Mr. the American ambassador, presented, 
25. 

Murat, Gen. address of the troops under, to Buo- 
maparte, 461. 

N. 


Naples, the King of declares his neutrality during 
the war, 82. 

Naval intelligence, 21, 84, 112, 177, 209, 253, 276, 
346, 365, 408, 443, 4695 505, 565, 601, 622, 687, 
722, 7595 784, Sy6, 945- 

—— captures, 21, 34,177, 209, 253, 276, 346, 565, 
408, 444, 470, 506, 565, 602, 622, 688, 722, 786, 
$96, 946. . 

—— expedition, to St. Domingo, observations on 
the French, 36. 

—— force of G. Britain, distribution of the, 177. 

-—— force of G. Britain, remarks on the state of, 
298. 

——— preparations in France, 253, 403, 443, 470, 
506, 622, 688, 785, 895, 945. 

-—-— preparations in Batavia, 253, 470, $505, 622, 
687, 7595 785,945; 

—— armament, volunteer, plan of, for the protec- 
tion of the coast, transmitted to the lords lieute- 
naut of counties, 271. 

—__ inguiry, motion relative to, 1669. 

Navy, men impressed for the service of the, 20. 

—— of G. Britain, situation of, at the conclusion 
of the peace, 34. 

-—— Mr, Cobbett frees himself from the charge of 
having endeavoured to excite a mutiny in the, 
232. 

—— regulations, bill relative to, 106r. 

«—— debates on a petition relative to the abuses 
in the, 1354. 

Nearer Observer, letter from a, to the Rt. Hon. 
Henry Addington on the weakness of the mi- 
nistry, 449+ 

Negligence of the ministers, remarks on the, 56>. 

Negotiations, between France and England, con- 
duct of the, 12. 

Neutral vessels prohibited from entering the ports 
of the Channel, from countries oceupied by the 
French, 941. 

-——— vessels, explanation of the prohibition of, 
from countries occupied by the French, 942. 
vessels, observation on themeasures adopt- 

ed relative to, 955. 

Neutrality of Naples declared, 82. 

, of the republic of Seven Islands, de- 
clared, 250. : 

——~ ——=- of Portugal, declaration of the, 560. 

- of the Sublime Porte, note presented to 
the foreign ministers, declaring the, 680. 

New Orleans, the right of deposit at, restored to 
the Americans, 319. 

_- and the Floridas, report of a searet 
committee of the American congress, on the po- 
licy of obtaining, 1905. 

Newspapers, necessity of stopping them, in case 
of the landing of a Freach army, 549. 

conduct of the London, 580. 

















———~—- baseness of the London, 70 5. 





—- the American, extracts from, on the 
state of particsin England, 747. 
New York, yellow fever in, 6:38. 
—————=— order of council, relative to the yellow 
Noblemen 





of Ireland, the Catholic, copy of an ad- 
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res proposed to be presented to his Majesty 

IV, 300. 

Nortolk, letter from A. Z. on the defenceless state 
of, 64.) 

Northern district, letter from A. Z. on the defence- 
less state of, 649. 

powers, observations on the policy of, 
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~---—— lights, debates relative to the, 1203. 

Noic, presented by Gandolphe, French chargé 
d'atlaires to the Landamman of the Helvetian 
republic, relative to the causes of the war be- 
tween France and England, 17. 

—-— presented by the French General Mortier, to 
the senate of Bremen, requesting them to con- 
fiscate English property, and arrest English offi- 
cers, &e. in that city, 19. 

—— explanatory of Gen. Mortier, to the senate of 
Bremen, respecting the embargo on English ves- 
sels, the arrest of English subjects, and the con- 
fiscation of English property at that ciry, 80. 

—— from Lieut. Gen. Lord Cathcart, to the Mar- 
quis of Titchfield, relative to the fortification of 
London, 146. 

of the editor on the letter to the Earl of Suf- 
folk, from A. B. 341. 

—-— presented to the foreign ministers at Con- 
stantinople, declaring the neutrality of the 
Porte, 680. 

Notice of the blockade of the Elbe, by G. Britain, 
80. 





of the blockade of the Weser, by G. Britain, 





171. 

—— of the blockade of Genoa and Spezzia, by 
G, Britain, 245. 

——- of the blockade of Havre de Grace, by G. 
Brjtain, 359. 

- of the government of St. Domingo, relative 

to the bills drawn on France, 439. 
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Oats distillation bill, debates on the, 1607. 

Observator, letter from, on the objects of the war, 
and on the principles upon which it should be 
conducted, 328. 

Observer, letter from A Nearer, to the Rt. Hon. 
Henry Addington, on the weakness of the mi- 
nistry, 449- ; 

A Continental, letter I. from, on the ad- 

vantages England will derive from the restora- 

tion of Louis XVIII. 769. 

- letter 11. from, on the feasibility of the 

restoration of Louis XVIII. 769. 

—- letter III. from, inquiring whether G. 

Britain will atrempt the restoration of Louis 

XVIII. and whether the powers of the Continent 

will interfere, $12. . 

- IV. on the principles on which the resto 

ration of Louis XVIII. should be established, 

865. 














- letter V. from, on the conduct to be pur- 
sued towards the people of France on the resto- 
ration of Lonis XVIIL. 975. 

Offensive war, remarks on an article in the Morn- 
ing Post against, 370. 

Officers of the battalions of the army of FESETves 
and the second battalions of the line, orderga (0 
join their regiments, 962+ 
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Orange, House of, message to Parliament relative | 
to the indemnification of the, rgc. 

-——— prince of, debates relative to the, 1264, 
1289. 

Order of Gen. Berthier relative to the Hanoverian 
armv, 145. 

-—— of the King in council, relative to the trade 
with St. Lucia, 2<s1. 

-— of his Britanuic Majesty, for granting re- 
prisals against the Ligurian and Italian repub- 
lics, 270. 

e—— from the Admiralty, relative to the blockade 
of the mouth of the Seine, 404, 

of the King, for the prorogation of Parlia- | 

ment, 462. 

issued by the commander in chief, respecting 
the appointment of inspecting field officers for 
the volunteers and yeomartry, 499. 

—— to all the oflicers of the battalions of the 
army of reserve and the second battalions of the 
regiments of the line, to join their :egiments, 
562. 

-——— issued by Admiral Bruix, to the officers of 
the national flotilla at Boulogne, 663. 

e-— issued from the Horse Guards, for the review 
of the volunteers in Hyde Park, 667. 

. issued by the commander in chief, after the 
reviews of the volunteers in Hyde Park, 671. 
-~—— of council, relative to the yellow fever at 

New-York, 666. 

Ottoman ambassador at Paris, and Buonaparté, 
speeches of the, at an audience given to the foi- 
mer by the latter, 659. 

Porte, neutrality of the, signified to the 
foreign ministers at Constantinople, 6So0. 

Owner of property, letter from an, to Mr. Adding- | 
ton, on the injustice and impolicy of the pro- 
perty tax, 306, ' 

Oxford loyal volunteers, letter from Philo-Patriz, | 
on the disorders among the, 717. | 

letter from Sir Digby Mackworth, in de- | 
fence of the, 878. 

~——- letrer to Sir Digby Mackworth, from Philo- | 
Patriz, relative to the, 934. | 
P. | 

Parliament, proceedings in, 82, 1r1, 151, 175,208, 
756, 894. ' 

epee extracts from the debates in, contain- 

“ing the remarks of Messrs. Windham, Sheri- 
dan, aud Archdall, relative to Mr. Cobbett, 226, 

—_ address of the House of Commons, to 

- the King, at the close of the session ended in 
August, 247. y . 

-_ prorégation of in August, 243. 

————— speech of the King to, at the close of 
the session ended in August, 248, 1466. 

Godeanoee prorogued from the 6th of October, to 


the 3d of November, 441. 
. order of the King for the ‘prorogation 



































of, 462. 

the King’s speech to both Houses of, 
on the 22d of November, 752, 1251. ; 

—— the publication of the debates in, an- 
nounced by Mr. Cobbett, 735. 

——— inferiority of the modern, > 2 eta 
manner of reporting the debates in, 














4 


———— debates in, 993 et seq. 
~—- accounts laid before, 1470. . 
—_——— debates in, during the second session of 
the second parliament of the United Kingdom, 
‘begun on thé 22d of November, 125 et seq. 
Parliament, list of the acts passed during the same 


session Of, 1903. 
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Paper relative to the conquest of Hanover, 106, 
—-—— distributed from the Churches in all the 
parishes of G. Britain, 130. 
issued by Monsieur, relative to the propo- 
sal made by Buonaparté, to Louis XVIII. for the 
renunciation of the throne of France, 142, 
——— issued by Monsicur, relative to the pro- 
posai ofthe renuuciationof the throne of | rance, 
Inquisitor’s observations on the, 17 
Papers, public, 17, £0, 306, 145,171, 245) 270, 319, 
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———--= foreign official, 203, 400, 461, 493, 500, 
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660, E87, 94 
Paris, the state of morals in, <62. 
erriec 3} inalanys whroect. , H 
Parties in England, extracts from the American 
Newspapers on the state of, 747 


aye 


—r-— essay from the Morning Chronicle, on the 
state of, 938, 96%. 
—-—-— necessity of an union of those, in opposi- 


tion, 056. 

Peace, state of the navy, at the conclusion of the, 
346 

——- reasons why a more honourable, might have 
been made, 35. 

Pellatt, Mr, letters from Mr. Joha Sargent te, 399. 

People of this kingdom, important considerations 
for the, 130. 

Percival, S. (Attorney General) letter from to Mr. 
Yorke, relative to the exemptions claimed by 
the volunteers, 498. 

Permanent taxes, account of the nett produce of 
the, r$96. 

Peter Quill, curate of Bray, letter from on the li- 
berty of the press, 967. 

liladelphia, yellow fever in, 618. 

lo Patria, letter from, on the disorders among 

the Oxford loyal volunteers, 717, rs 

———-—— letter from, to Sir Digby Mackworth, 
relative tothe Oxford volunteers, 91s. 

Pilot, the, a paper set up by rhe ministers to abuse 
the new opposition, paid for by Hiley Adding- 
ton, 526. 

Pitt, Mr. and Lord Grenviile, promise said to have 
been made to Mr. Addington, by, 297. 

—— Mr the circumstances of the negotiation for 
the :eturn to ollice of, 903. 

Pizarro, remarks on Sheridan’s play of, 39f. 

——— Sheridan's play of, immorality aad im- 
piety of, 436. 

Plain answer tothe misrepresentations and calum- 
nies contained in the Cursory Remarks “ by A 
More Accurate Observer,” and “ the Cursory 
Remarks,” an Analytical and Comparative view 
of, 336, 897. 

Pledges, forfeited by Mr. Sheridan, 426. 

Poetry, 203, 267. 

Politics, continental of Great Britain, inquiry 
into, 1. 

summary Of, 21, 85, 1735 230, 253,277 346, 
$55,409, 4449 471, 507, 565, 6025 704, 723) 7605 
736, 848, 919, 946. ; 

Poor, motion relative to the, 1009. 

Porcupine’s Gazette, extract from, relative to the 
cunduct of Mr. Sheridan, during the mutiny in 
the fleet, 38s. 

Porte, the Sublime, note presented to che foreiga 
ministers, declaring the neutrality of, 680. 

Portsmouth and Portsea, complaints of the 
scarcity of coin at, 720. , 

— . dollars admitted to pas 
current at, 782. 
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Portugal and Spain, observations on the neutrality 
of, 445- 

——— causes of the dissatisfaction of, towards 
G. Britain, taken from the Moniteur, 462. 

——— and Spain, neutrality of, 463. 

——— declarations of the neutrality of, 560, 

——-—- and Spain, remarks on the conduct of, 
579. 

——— and Spain, remarks on the order for pro- 
hibiiing the clearing out of ships for, 607. 

Preparations of France, remarks on the, 444. 

President of the .U. States, proclamation of, for 

- convening the American congress, 493. 

of the United States, message from to the 

American congress, on the 17th of October, 

28>. 





- of the United States, account of Lovisiana 
laid before the American Congress, by the, g10. 

Press, baseness of the London, 181, 705. 

the British, observations-relative to that part 

of it, which Buonaparté complained of, 580. 

the British, conduct of, 581, 

—— the Italian, regulations of the, 617. 

——- decree of the vice president of the Italian re- 
public regulating the conduct of the, 664. 

—— connexion between Mr. Sheridan and the, 
738. 

Prices of the funds, 32. 

- of bread, 32. 

Priests, the Catholic Irish, to be provided for by 
the government, 949. 

Princes, the French, letter from Monsieur, to the 
King of G. Britain, tendering the services of, in 
the war, 459. 

Printers, baseness of the Landon, 705. 

Prisoners of war, the proposal putting to death 
the, reprobated, 541. 

British and French correspon- 
dence relative to the treatment of the, 758. 

Proclamation of Maria Lovisa, infanta of Spain, 

' regent of Etruria, relative to the succession to 
the throne of that kingdom, &c. 18. 

—-—————— by the lord lieutenant and council of 
Ireland, at the commencement of the rebellion, 
148. 

pay of the lord lieutenant and council of 
Ireland, authorising military execution, 173. 

a — respecting the landing of foreigners, 
and the residence ot aliens in England, 251. 

of Don Juan Ventura Morales, Spa- 
nish intendant at New Orleans, for restoring the 
right of deposit at that place,319. 

- of his Majesty respecting aliens, 361. 

——-— of the King, fora general fast, through- 
out G. Britain, 406. ; 

——.-—— — of the president of the United States 
for convening congress, 493. ; 

of Admiral Bruix, to the officers and 

men of the French nationa! flotilla, 493. 

— - by his Majesty, for convening Parlia- 

_mént, on the 22d of Navember, 561. 

mee Of his Majesty requiring aliens to en- 
rol themselves, 597+ ; 

_ — of Gen. Ernouf, to the soldiers and in- 
habitants of Guadaloupe, 660. 

of the agents of the King of Spain for 
’ surrendering Louisiana to France, 664. 
of the Batavian government, relative 
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: peomrnete in the British army, 505. 
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Prorogation of Parliament in August, 248. 

——-- of Parliament, order of the King for 
the, 462. 

Provisions, decree of the government of St. Do- 
mingo, relative to the admission of, 433. 

Provost of the City of Edinburgh, letter to the 
from Lord Hobart, enclosing the plan of the vo- 
lunteer naval armament, 342. 

Prussia, Hanoverian deputies meet the King of, at 
Wilhelmsbade, 19. 
Public papers, 17, 80, 106, 145, 17F, 245) 270, 319, 
3592 400 433, 459, 560, 659, 680, $80, 941, 

1905. | 
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Quacks, letter from an enemy to, on the deficiency 
of arms in G. Britain, 647. 
Queenborough, influence exercised by the ministry 
at the elections in, 398. _ : 


R. 


Rebels, the Irish, manifesto of, 194>. 

trial of, 1957. 

Rebellion in Ireland, proclamation of the ‘lord 
aeatgeats and council, at the commencement of 
the, 148. 





motion for information con- 





cerning the, 224. 
—-- observations on the, 159, 





288, 290. 





smn m—- 151, E74, 185, 208,274, 244, 
363, 406, 441, 465, So2, §63, Sco, 619, 634, 719, 
755, 781. 

- debates relative to the, 1286, 





1292. | 

Redesdale, lord, character of, by Juverna, 613. 

Regent of Etruria, proclamation of Maria Louisa, 
infanta of Spain and, 18, ' 

Regulations to be observed on hoard the French 
national flotilla, 494. | 

- of the volunteer infantry corps, 532. 

Remarks, Cursory, some notice of the, 537.. * 

- on the convention between G. Britain 
and Sweden, and the explanatory convention 
between G. Britain and Russia, extracted from 
the Moniteur, 678. 

Report of Befthier, minister at war, to the First 
Consul, relative to the captured French stand- 
ards, recovered at Hanover, 560. 

on the fiscal affairs of the United States of 

America, in October, 1802, 982. 

of a secret committee of the American con- 
gress on the policy of obtaiging New Orleans 
and the Floridas, 1905. : 

Reporters, conduct of the parliamentary, 937- 

Reprisals granted by G. Britain against the Ligu- 
rian and Italian republics, 270. ’ 

Republic of Seven Islands, declaration of the, to 
preserve the strictest neutrality during the war, 
250. 

Resolations proposed by Lord Meadowbank, and 

the Lord Chief Baron, at the Edinburgh meet- 

ing, relative to the unprotected state of Scot- 
land,-587, 589. ; 

‘&c. of the corgmittce of the volunteer 

corps of St. Giles in ihe Fields and St. George, 

Bloomsbury, 938. 
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Return of the army of reserye for Scotland, 1897. 
— of the army of reserve for England-and 
Wales, 1897. 

of the army of reserve for Ireland, 1899. 

of all the volunteer and yeomanry corps 
of Ireland accepted by the King, tg00. 

—— of all the volunteers and yeomanry corps 
of G. Britain accepted by the King, Igof, 

Revenue, defalcation in the, 855. 

Review of the volunteers in Hyde Park by the 
King, 602, 

-——-— of the volunteers, in Hyde Park, order of 
the, 667. 

Richmond, duke of, letter from, to the inhabitants 
of Sussex, relative to the general arming act, 
205. 

Rifle corps, letter from A-Late Captain in the 
Army en the utility of, 650. 

Robinson, Col. F. P. letter from, in reply to the 
remarks of Marcellus, 833. 

Rochestey, influence, exercised by the ministry at 
the elections in, 398. 

Rolla’s address to the people, remarks on Sheri- 
dan’s, 390. 

Roxburgh, speech of the Rt. Hon. Lord Minto, at 

" a meeting of the county of, on moving an ad- 
dress to his Majesty on the war, 519, 

Rose, Mr.observations on his statement respecting 
the friendly societies, 29. 

R, S. letter from, on the necessity of the volunteers 
being examined by a surgeon, 673. 

Russia and France, connexion between, T§2. 

— observations en the negotiation with, 180. 

——— some statements respecting, corrected, 223. 

—— letter from Thomas, an the policy of, 242. 

——— remarks on the conduct of, 253, 279. 

——— the Emperor of, dispatches a squadron of 
ships to circumnavigate the globe, 344. 

——-— remarks on the rejection of her mediation, 
380. 

——— remarks on the policy of, respecting Mal- 
ta, 409. : 

——— and America, statement of the trade be- 
tween, 619.0 

, and G. Britain, remarks from the Moniteyr 
on the convention between, 678. ‘ 

——— conduct of, 947. 

Return of the volunteers reviewed by his Majesty 
in Hyde Park, 671. 
Reviews of the volunteers in Hyde Park, orders 1s- 

sued by the commander in chief, after the, 671. 

Revolution in France, errors and inconsistencies 

' in the opinion of Mr. Sheridan, relative to the, 
482. 
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Saint Domingo, observations on the French naval 
expedition to, 36. 
letter from “ A Friend to my 
Country,” on, 78. 
——- blockade of, recommended, 86. 
favourable state of, 179. 
~—-—-—- decree of the government of, re- 
"ative to the admission of provisions, 438. 
—-- decree of the government of, de- 
claring the island in a state of siege, 439+ 

















= notice of the government of, re- 


ative to the bills drawn on France, 439. 
——————— observations on the blockade of, 





8. 
Lucia, dispatches from Gen. Grinfield and Com. 
Hood, announcing the capture of, 171, 173. 
o~-—= observations on thie capture of, 178. 
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St. Lucia, order of the King in council, relative te 
the trade with, 251. 

——— and Martinique, decree of the government 
of, relative to the duties of export and import, 
433. 

—-—— Pierre and Miquelon, letters from Vice 
Admiral Gambier and Capt. Malbon, relative to 
the capture of, 596. 

-—-—— Vincent, Earl, conduct of, in the Mediter-~ 
ranean in the year 1793, 42. 

— - view of the conduct of, from 
the 6th April, 1796, 46. 

Sardinia, the Queen of, delivered of twin prin- 
cesses, 617. 

Sargent, Mr. John, letters from to Mr. Pellatt, 399. 

Seamen, motion relative to, 1045. 

Seine, orders from the Admiralty, relative to the 
blockade of the ports at the mouth of the, 4cq. 
Seven Islands, republic ef, declares its intention of 
preserving the strictest neutrality during the 

war, 25°. 

Scarcity af ¢oin at Portsmouth and Portsea, com- 
plaints of the, 730. 

Scotland, remarks on the negligence of ministers 
respecting, 65. 

- remarks on the chief military appoint- 
ments in, 574. 

—--——— resolutions proposed by Lord Meadow- 
bank and the Lord Chief Baron, at the Edin- 
burgh meeting, relative to the unprotected state 
of, 587, 589. 

- return of the army of reserve for, 1897. 

Scotch army of reserve, debates on the, 999. 

Shee, Major, observations on the conduct of, 690. 

Sheridan, Mr, silence in Parliament, 96. 

——-——-— and Mr, Fox, remarks on the con- 
duct of, 127. 

culogised by Mr. Addington, 160. 

- Mr, Windham defended from the mis- 

representations of, 199. 

-- remarks on some charges brought 
against Mr, Windham, by, 216, 217, 219, 

— ——~- remarks on the charge brought by 
Mr. Francis against, 218, 

—————- letter L. from Mr. Cobbett, to, 225. 

- attack on Mr, Cobbett, by, 226, 

letter I1. from Mr, Cobbete, to, 267. 

lettcr 111, from Mr. Cobbett, to, 
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—- opinions of the ministers at different 
periods, 324. 
- true English feeling of, exposed, 





385. 





Rolla’s address to the people, re- 

marks on, 390. 

. letter IV. from Mr. Cobbett to, 385. 

+ eulogium on Buonaparté, 394. 

letter V. from Mr. Cobbett to, 417. 

————- consistency of, exposed, 418. 

pledges forfeited by, 426. 

—---+ letter VI. from Mr. Cobbett, to, 481. 

—_————- errors and inconsistencies in the 
opinions of, at different times, respecting the 
French revolution, 482, 

—————~- conduct of, in Parliament, relative 
to the appointment of a military council, 485. 

— letter VII, from Mr. Cobbett, to, 
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Sheridan, Mr. letter from John Smith, on the 
meeting of the Volunteers, the Hottentots, and, 
at Rowland Hill’s Chapel, 829. 

Mr. Thomas, appointment of, 578. 

Siege, decree of the government of St. Domingo, 
declaring the island in a state of, 439. 

Sierra Leone, remarks on the ill success of the co- 
lony of, 280. 

—————-— debates relative to the company of, 
1670. 

Silverhjelm, Baron, letter from Lord Hawkesbury 
to, prohibiting the entry of neutral vessels from 
countries occupied by the French, 941. 

Skipwith, Fulwar, Jetter from, relative to the 
American claims on the French government, 
461. 

Smith, John, letter from, on the meeting of Mr. 
Sheridan, the Volunteers, and the Hottentots, 
at Rowland Hill’s Chapel, 829. 

Society for the suppression of vice, strictures on 
the conduct of, 529. 

friendly, fifty thousand persons belonging 

to the, become stockholders, 29. 

— and clubs, remarks on, 528. 

-——— friendly, motion relative to, ToO9. 

Solicitor and attorney generals, letter from, to 
Mr. Yorke, relative to the exemptions claimed 
by the volunteers, 498. 

Spain, Maria Louisa, infanta of, and Regent of 
Etruria, proclamation of, 18. 

-——— and Portugal, observations on the neutra- 
lity of, 445. 

——- and Portugal, neutrality of, 463. 

- and Portugal], remarks on the conduct of, 

576. 





ee ee 














and Portugal, remarks onthe order for pro- 
hibiting ships from clearing cut for, 607. 

-———- proclamation of the agents of the King 
of, for the surrendering Louisiana to France; 
664. 

Spanish Consul, letter from, relative to the ru- 
mour of an embargo on Spanish vessels, 659. 
Speaker of the House of Commons, letter from 

the, to the lords lieutenants of counties, in- 


closing the vote of thanks to the volunteer. 


COrps, 341. 

Speech of the King, to Parliament, at the close 
of the session ended in August, 248, 1466. 

-~—-—-—- of the Rt. Hon. Lord Minto, at a meeting 
of the county of Roxburgh, on moving an ad- 
dress to his Majesty on the war, 519. 

the King’s, to both Houses of Parliament, 

on the 22d of November, 752, 1251. 

the King’s, on the 2ad of November, re- 
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